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The High and Mighty PRINCE 

JAMES II. 

K IN G of Great Britain, Trance and Ireland , 

Defender of the Faith, &c. 

GREAT sir, 

A MONG the Crowds of Loyal Counties 
and Corporations that Addrefs therafelves 
unto Your M A J E S T Y, vouchfafe to 
permit a defolate Widow to approach into 
Your Sacred Prefence to Congratulate Your Hap¬ 
py and moft Juft Pofleffion 01the Throne of thefe 
Kingdoms, by laying a ftnall Prefent at Your 
Royal Feet. 

which is due to Your M A J E S T Y by a dou¬ 
ble Title, both by right of Succeffion to our late 
Gracious Sovereign, by whole Royal Bounty this 
Work was encouraged ,• and alfo by defignment of 
the Authour, who intended, had not his Death 
prevented it, to have Dedicated this Book To His 
Royal Highnefs] A M E S the Duke of York, which I 
now moft humbly offer To the Sacred Majefty of King 
JAMES the Second . 

Whom I beleech the King of Kings long to pre- 
ferve beloved of all his Subje&s, dreaded by all 
his Enemies^md renowned to all Pofterity in the 
Hiftory of ruture Ages. 

So frayeth with due Reverence 

Tour Majefi/s mojl Loyal Suljeft. 

Mary Howel. 
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TO THE 


R E A D E R 

Giving M Account of this VOLUME. 

W H10 H contains the Hiftory of the Kingdom 
of the Heruli in Italy to the Conquering 
thereof by the Goths, then their Original and 
Kingdom to the Defruftion and Ruine thereof 
by Narfes the Roman General and the coming in of the 
Lombards, with the Original and Kingdom of them down 
to the Conquering of it by Charles King of the Franks, 
who Governed there, and was Crowned Emperour by Leo 
Bifhop of Rome : Next the Affairs of Britain from . the 
departure of the Romans out of the ijland to the Defec¬ 
tion thereof and forcing the Inhabitants into the Mountai¬ 
nous places by the Pi&s, Scots and Saxons : the Original 
of the Saxons, Angles and Jutes that fei^ed on this Land, 
their Heptarchy, which was united in the Monarchy of the 
Englifh Saxons, and carried on till Conquered by the 
Danes, their Original and Kingdom here to its end, in re¬ 
aring of the Englifh Saxon Line to the end thereof, be¬ 
ing Conquered by Duke William the Norman, giving an 
Account of the Polity, Cufioms, Laws and Language then 
in ufe, taken from the Original Tongue, with other critical 
Remarks fuitable to the nature and ufefulnefs of fuch an 
Undertaking . 

With the Conftantinopolitan Roman Affairs from the 
Depofing of Irene and Promotion of Nicephorus [where 
the Third Part ends) to the Death 0/Conftantine Du- 
cas XII, Ann. Dom. MLXVII. being the year after the 
Conquef of Duke W illiam the Norman, fetting forth the 
feveral Actions, Polities, Laws and things of Moment du- 























The Preface to the Reader. 

ring the Reign of each Emperour, with fucb Kingdoms m 
fell of from the Roman power and protection, and thofe 
that farted up to the terrour of it and all its Neighbours * 
all linked together in fucb manner and method as never. was 
yet Extant, being the labour and Study left under bis own 
hand in Writing by the' Authour, whereof we have been Eye - 
witnefes. 



H. London. 

Tho. Roffen. 

Sy. Patrick, D. D. 
Will. Denton, M. D. 
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BOOK L 
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ded by Barbarous Nations in the Late Roman 
Provinces now contemporary with the Conftanti - 
nopolitan Roman Empire. 


CHAP. 1 

Of the Kingdoms of the Heruii, Goths, Lombards 
and Franks Erected in Italy. 


Oiouctr King r 
°f toft and 


SECT. I 

The Kingdom of ihe Heruii in Italy,’ "■ i 

The /pace of Eighteen years. 

b6 ACER King of the Heruii oxATurcilingt having) as we have 5 ^ | # 
fnrmprlv ftipu/n PnnnnprpH and deflmved Orefles. ana deDofed . ;\ 


U formerly Ihewn, Conquered and deftroyed Orejies, and.depofed 
Atiguflulus his Son, became Mafterof/ta/y, and,of Rome,, formerly 
the Miftrefsof the World, whiph hereby was ,alfo degraded, to¬ 
gether whhAuguftulus,tfic Imperial Diadem beingplucked fromher 
Head, and the Robe torn froraabopt her Shoulder!?. X^ e ^onquerour viewing the 
Remains of her Ancient Majefiyy and contemplating the Lines of that Beauty 
wherein ihei had furpatfed all Rivals, as much as the Light of the Moon doth that 
of the obfcure and twinkling Stars, was. confounded and. amazed, could fcarcely 
believe what he had. done, or where he was; and confcious of the Extravagan¬ 
cy of his owri Fortune, as‘ well as of the viciifinide of humane Adairs in. ge- 
B' ' neral, 


























& The Kingdom of the Heruli in Italy, 

Sed:. I. neral, durf! not, it feems, be fo bold as to take up and aflume the Imperial 
Enfigns which now lay at his Feet, but contented himfelf with an Inferiour 
Dignity. Thinking the Imperial Robe now to be threadbare or infedted with fome 
deleterious Quality, which of late had fuffered none to wear it long, though 
he might have chofen another, which by its newnefs might have been both 
warm and fafe,*yet he onely changed -the Imperial for Royal, the Title' of Em- 
perour for the more model! and lefs envied one of King of Italy , refufing ut¬ 
terly all Enfigns of Royal Majefty. The Ancient Lady in her great affliction 
was pleafed to fee this humility in a barbarous Robber, comforted her felf with 
the good Fortune of her Daughter, which dill in the Eaft retained her Imperial 
Dignity* Ihe purpofed to remove lower down towards the River, and quitthofe 
feven Hills on which Ihe had been fo much and fo often expofed to Northern 
Blafts, and Ihe had thoughts of taking another Courfe, which Ihould be ho¬ 
nourable as well as the former, gain her more applaufe and more fuitable to 
her Age, and the Gravity of her prefent Afped, to change the Title of Prince 
for that of Prieft, and the Imperial Diadem for a Pontifical Miter. 

x. Our new King of Italy as he thought to eftablilh a new Kingdom, which 
ihould .call him Founder, fo of fixing the Seat^heteof at fome-new Place, 
and of folding ■*0®'j£kcy which .1fe‘ intended tri ><atll after Ms.oviM Name 
TakesCourfes odoacria. But either finding the Vanity of. this Proje&£ -or being diverted from 
intcrcft. 6 J it by greater Cares, he took other Courfes, for fecuring his Intereft; Th nGotbs v -,.. . 

which had been called into Italy by Valentinixm , to defend the Countrey again!! i oX" 
the Humes , he endeavoured to oblige by bellowing on them thofe Lands which tdi H™- 
formerly, but ineffe&ually, had been promifed them. He granted to Eurich, 

King of the Vifegoths , that part of Gall lying betwixt the Alpes and the River 
Rhodanus, and onely remaining under the Authority of the Romans. With Gun- 
Made King of the Burgundians lie made a League and Alliance. On the Itali¬ 
ans he laid Taxes and Impofitionsfufficient to maintain an Army again!! foreign 
Invafions. Then to prevent inteftine broils, he deprived the Roman Senate of its 
ancient Authority, and took away at fir!! the ufe of Confuls, that he might di- 
minifli the Roman Spirit and Courage, by abolilhing fuch Rites as put them in 
mind of the great Performances of their Anceftours. As to other matters* he re¬ 
tained,the old Names and Offices of Magiftracy, and, maintained the. Church in 
its ancient Rights and Immunities. When he had done thefe things,’and as he 
thought laid falling Foundations of Ms new Dominion, he faft Rome to the Go¬ 
ne fixes his vernment of Bafilius the PrefeCl and Patritian , and removed his Court to Raven- 
Snumvcn* tta. There he had not been long fetled, when Zeno the Emperour, hearing how 
■ t4 ‘ his matters fucceeded, envied his good Fortune, grudged him his new Pofleffions, 
and utterly refufed to own, acknowledge or ratifie his Kingly Title to Italy. 

Such therefore was the Reverence as yet born to the Imperial Name,- that this 
got him the Repute of an Ufurper, a Tyrant and an unlawfull Prince; which 
made him enter into new Councils for ftrengthning himfelf, and add Fear and 
Awe to that Love which hitherto he had efpecially defired to gain from his 
He put* to Subjedls. For an Example of terrour he put to death at Ravenna Brachilusz Co - 
death Bracbi - ms > w h 0 f ome f a y fpurned again!! his Government. Hereby it was perceived 
i/i ' that he knew his meafures, and underftood how to manage his Affairs, and 
thereupon he began both to be feared and refpe&ed at home and abroad; info- 
much that Genfericb King of the Vandals in Africk defired his Friendihip, 
and to obtain it granted Sicily to him to be held in Tribute.' 

3 . Odoacer , aswefaid, refufed to name any Conful for' the Weft, and it hap¬ 
pened for feveral years that fometime one fingle one was created in the Ea!t, 
and fometime there was none at all. The Italians relented it, that by the will¬ 
fulness of their prefent Matter, they Ihould be deprived of that liigheft Office of 
MemakesBa- Magiftracy and Honour, and therefore to pleafe them,-he preferred Bafilius the 
tjlwj ConfuL prefect to that Name and Dignity, which'he alfo 7 executed without a Collegue, 
in the year of our Lord CCCCLXXX, in the feventh of the Emperour Zeno, 
and the fifth of Odoacer. Now was it five years fince Julius Nepos , being depofed 
from the Empire of the Weft, lived quietly in Dalmatia by the. knowledge and 
approbation of Odoacer , who wiffied him all repofe and lecurity imaginable. 

But at this time Viator and Ovida , who had the Title of Comites , bearing him 
malice, circumvented him at his Countrey-houfe, fet upon Mm and murthered 
him. Odoacer whether aded by generofity of Nature,’ or by Jealoufie, and ap- 
prehenfionof fo evil an Example, took it in fgreat Difdain, and the year fol¬ 
lowing, for which he named Placidius Conful, fent fome Forces again!! them, find 

having 
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He pm ow/.i having'eafily overcome them put Ovida to death. ' This fame year the Inhabi- Sedt. L 
'h tl Mu h rther tants Liguria complained to him by ■Epiphanius Bifhop of Pavia, that Pelagias 
afSu Nc- the Prafettus Pratorio had doubled the Impofitions Upon the Countrey. By the 
ps. Interceffien of the faid Bilhop they obtained a'Refaxatidn, and this Prelate ha¬ 

ving beftowed much coft and pains in repairing the! Churches formerly ruinated 
in his City -by the Wars, obtained alfo oiOdoacero. Remiflion of Tributes for. 
five years, as an incouragement to the Citizens to rebuild their. Private-Houfes. 
oioncct con- 4. After this, Odoacer io und an occafion for employing his Arms, and it was 
finer* the Rji. a g a * n fl- the Rugi a Northern People. He did it with fuch fuccefs, as we are 
*'■ told, that he took P-fifoner Phoebas their King,;together with his Wife, and led 
them in triumph to Rome ; but Frederick their Son made his Efcape, and went 
to Iheodorich King of the Ojlrogoths, who then lay in Mafia, and by this time 
had his thoughts fo much upon Odoacer and Italy,, that he prefently Ihewed 
Tkohrich they were very ferioiis and atftive. This Iheodorich had- been fometime in Zeno’s 

connuer'him. Court at Conjlantinople^ and was, it’s faid,. highly honoured by him, infomuch 
’ that he made him Cohflci, . and not long after he took a refolution to invade Italy. 

But as to the Inducement there are two different Aftertions. The one is of 
thofe who affirm that Zeno had always a great Kindnels for Iheodorich, and 
freely granted Italy to him to reign there, after he Ihould Lave driven out 
Two feveral the Heruli with Odoacer their King. The other , makes Iheodorich to have 
opinion* as to been ingratefull towards the Emperour, from whom he endeavoured to wreft 
menr? duce " the Empire of the Eaft,' to' have brought -into danger the City of Conjlantino- 
ple by Fire,-and burnt many other Piacesi -Having milled of his Aims there, 
he turned himfelf upon Italy, envying the prpfperdus.Eftate of Odoacer , who 
had lately overthrown the- Rugi. From what Euagrius writes, one may guefs 
that Zeno was not always his friend; but what Ihould be the occafion is Uncer¬ 
tain. Eujlathius an Hiftorian it feems laid the blame upon the Emperour, and 
Mdrcellinus on Iheodorich. 'The Writers that were Ms Countrymen will have 
him fent by the liking* well wilhes, and incouragement of 2m? .* we'lhall pre¬ 
fent the Reader with ’the Story cloathed jvith fuch Cireumftances as we find it. 

y. Whilft Iheodorich therefore folaced. himfelf with the Pleafures of Zeno’s 
Court, his Ojlrogoths lived fat a quite different^Rate, being by a League tied up 
from making any Depredations in the Roman 'Dominions; and not fufficiently 
HijAfmymu. provided for by the pay which the Emperour had agreed to give them, They 
linies, curfe the League, cry out again!! their King’s Alliance, and to Conjlantinople they 
fend Mefiepgers, who with tears in their Eyes complained to him of the Poverty 
and Neceffities to which they were reduced* and defire him to quit thofe pleafures 
wherein he had intangled himfelf, and, if he regarded his own Intereft, arid their 
Prefervation, to return to them with fpeed ; for elfe they muft enter into fome 
new Courfe, and feek out other Habitations. Now fay the Gothick Hiftorians 
and thofe that follow them, Iheodorich moved herewith betook himfelf pire- 
fentlyto Zeno, to whom he laid open the fad Eftate of his Countrymen* and 
told him that feeing Italy was overrun by the Turcihnji and Rugi, arid- Rome 
the late Miftrels of the World, and ancient Seat of the Ernpire, was noW'inffivfed 
to the Heruli - if he pleafed to give him order to redeem and recover it out bf 
their Hands, he would doe his utmoft endeavour, and therein employ his 1 Idle 
and indigent Ojlrogoths. If he Ihould accomplilli his Defigns, the Honouir and 
Renown would belong, as due, to his imperial Majefty; arid if he mifearried, he 
would be rid. of fo rriany Stipendiaries, and fave his money in his Coffers. This 
-Zeno heard with Trouble, being very unwilling to part with him, btit as well 
to give him content, as in Compliance with the publick Intereft, he' ga.Vehitn 
leave, and-difmifled him with great prefents, to hisdefigned Expedition. 

6. Thus writes Jordanus thp Goth from the relation of CaJfiodorus , or otit of re- 
'fpeift to his Countrymen, and fuch as follow him. But Sigonius, all relationscon- 
fidered, elofeth with that oi Marcellinus, that Iheodorich now fatiated with tlie 
Honours arid Favours heaped upon him, coniented to the Petition of his Country¬ 
men, and returning into Moefta made war upon the Eriiperour, whilft his Mol 
were frelh, and their appetites were Iharpned by the prevalent Power of neceffitv, 
and expedition.- He marched as far as Conjlantinople and- Melanthias , and 
wafting the Countrey round about returned to Nova a Town of Mafia fiom which 
he had fet forth. At tMs time Odoacer, being told that Frederick the Soft of^ 
las, or Feleteus, King of ^ffpRugi, was after Ms flight returned home into his o^rt 
Countrey, fent OnuLfc his Brother with a ftrong party of men again!! him. 

Hereupon Frederick able to endure the Ihock retired to Nova, and made his 

B % * appii. 
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Sea I application to Theodorich. Onulfus eafily conquered the Rugi whom he conftrai- 
ned to pafs into Italy, and then the Lombards under ConduCt of Gudeach their 
Onulfus re- King feized on their Countrey. aU this while, as ;Sigonius tells you was. 

moves the Bp- fenfible of the Affront done him by theodorich, but prudently confidered 

»i into Italy, ' no dealing roughly with fuch a Spirit; and therefore m the year when 
Dinamius and Siphoditts were Confuls, or the CCCCLXXXVIII of Our Lord, he 
wrote to himmoft loving Letters, and kindly invited hm to return to Court. 
theodorich , if thou wilt look into it, Reader, notwithftandingallthe Mifchief he 
had done, clofed with his invitation, went to Conftantinope, and there excufed 
his Mifdemeanours by that neceffity to which his Goths had been reduced. 
Zeno was as ready to give as he was to ask Pardon, and to grant him any other 
thing for the employment of his Men, and the railing of his own Fortunes. 
Animated by this Reception, he moved the Conqueft of Italy to him, u ing 
fuch Arguments as we formerly mentioned, inculcating that it would be more 
-feemly, that he his faithfull Servant, and his Son, fhould pofiefs that Countrey; 
than Odoacer keep the Senate and Common-wealth m flamy Zeno to free 
Illyrkum from the Goths was very willing he fhould try his Fortune, and by 
an Authentic Writing pafTed Italy over to him, bellowed on him a, facred Cap, 
and recommending to him the Roman Senate and People gave him leave to 
depart and begin his Journey. , , , „ . 

ft.*! , lW , n 7. theodorich and his Goths were ready for their march, when an unexpected 
verthrows Accident diverted them, and for feme time retarded their Expedition, Tranfilla 
the Gepidj: King 0 f t h e Gepida, and Bufa of the Bulgari either jealous of his growing 
and lulgm. * nef or f( & cite d by Odoacer, who defired to remove the danger from hisown 
Doors, indeavoured to crufh his Def.gn by falling upon him on a fudden, when 
he little expected fuch Treachery. Yet was-he notat all daunted with the great 
danger which impended, but boldly attaching them when they were divided, 
in one ingagement overthrew tranfilla, and in another batte defeated[the Bui- 
sari, a fort of People newly come out of Scythia. Animated by his Succefs as 
an Omen of his future Grandeur, with greater vigour he prepared for his Italian 
voiage, andwhen all things weresteady, fet forth from Mefia m the middle >f 
Winter, in the Confullhipof Prohnus, and Eufebius m the CCCCLXXXIX year 
of Our Lord, as is evident from the Chronicon of Cajfiodorus who lived at this tune, 
though Sigonius calls this Expedition into the following ‘year. From the 
whole Multitude of Ofirogoths removed with their Wives, Children and Baggage, 
and travelling through Syrmium and Pannonia, cameby Latid to the Borders of Italy, 
thv-.de* for they had no Ships to tranfport them in the neareft paflage. Proceeding as far as 
the River Sontius which runs not far from Aquileia, they, there made a hault and 
incamped, becaufe of the convenience of pafture. Here Odoacer prefented hunfelt 
on the farther fide, refolving to flop their progrefs, and for that purpofe he fe- 
cured the Bridge, where at this day is feen a Town called Goritia. But notwith- 
ftanding all he could doe, theodorich forced his way over, and prefently giving 
Beat* back him battel drove him back into his Camp, which to llorm he made all Prepara- 
pdoactr. t j ons odoacer perceiving his Intentions, and that he was unable to maintain it, 
quitted the place, and taking advantage retired to Verona, for there was no Fort 
nor Garrifon near at hand; the Deviations made by Attila not being yet re¬ 
paired Whilfthewas thus employed in defending his Borders agamft th e Goths, 
Gundolade the King of the Burgundians,, pretending he was circumvented in a 
League made with him, took the Advantage now offered, and invading Liguria 
and Emilia, wafted and plundered the Countrey; then hearing of theodorich his 
Succefs and Progrefs, he haftfty retreated with his Booty into Burgundy. 

8 theodorich having taken order for fecuring the Borders, as hefaw agreeable 
to his own Intereft, followed Odoacer, and fate down befor t Verona. Odoacer 
had by this time rallied his difperfed Forces, and recruited them fo with new 
Levies that feeming to himfelf as able to graple with him as before, he came out 
Defeat* him 0 f the Town and gave him battel; wherein he was again overthrown with great 
again, and fl auE h ter of his Men, and forced to betake himfelf to his heels; and a great 
lake* *w & ber of his Soldiers, which efcaped the Fight, took the River Atbejjs in 
defperation and hafte, and were fwallowed by the Floods. Verona was quickly 
delivered by the trembling Citizens to the Conquerour who made no flay in the 
A third time. Town; but ftill purfued Odoacer, and near the River Aldua forced him the third 
time to ingage, with the fame Succefs as formerly.,in fo great Straits 
yet comforted himfelf a little in the City of Rome, of which if he continued 
Matter, he hoped he might maintain his Reputation, and #tter endure the lhock 


Chap. I. Chtemporary with the Confiantinopolitan Empire. Odoacer. £ 

of Fortune, Which he would fain believe could not be lafting, it was fo violent SeCt I. 
oionctr kept an d fevere. He refolved therefore to haftert thither, but when he came he found 
out of Bome. t h e Gates fall locked and bolted, and the Walls-manned againft him, the Senate ' 
and People fome think having intimation of the Emperour’s pleafure concerning 
theodorich. Imaged at thisRepulfe, he burnt and demolifhed as much of the 
Suburbs as the time would give , him leave, and then made for Ravenna as his 
laft Refuge. This City alfo on etibitta kept for theodorich, and lay incamped be¬ 
fore it for that purpofe. But Odoacer adled by the indignation as well as extreme 
Neceffity of his Affairs, refolved to drive him from his Poll; and after a fharp 
conflict, wherein many periflied on both fides, he flew Libitta, and took both his 
Camp and Ravenna , which he entred on the tenth.of July.. Here he labours to 
jhtodoricb fortifie himfelf, when in the mean time theodorich marches to Milan, which ha- 
ukts man. v j n g g 0t his hands without much trouble, a great part of the Italian Soldi¬ 
ers there came to wait on him as the true and rightfull Lord of Italy. Amongft 
others was Epiphanius Bifhop of Pavia, whom he received with great refped. 

9. Here when he feemed to have conquered the greateft Difficulties, and to 
have arrived almoft at the pitch of his good-Fortune, an untowardly Accident 

’ plucked him by the fleeve, and put him in mind of theTnconftancy of humane 
Affairs. For his Italians , who fo lately came to acknowledge him for their Prince 
and Sovereign, perfwaded by one tuffa a man of Confular Dignity, revolted a- 
gain to Odoacer ; which flruck him with great terrour and amazement,, and 
caufed him to quit Milan, in the fidelity and ftrength whereof he could not fo 
much rely, and go to Pavia, where he thought he could better fecure himfelf 
o<k«r befie- and his Friends. Odoacer takes the opportunity, and fits down before the Town, 
w'f'buc"^^* epiphanius the Bifhop labours all he can to compofe, the. Difference, and procure 
prefently. fuch Prifoners to be reftored.as were taken on both Tides, without Ranfome. 

Now whether by his Ghoftly Counfel Odoacer was moved, or rather difeouraged 
by the Valour and Succefs of the Goths whom Heaven feemed to favour, ho' 

^^d his Siege and marched back to. Ravepna. theodorich fpirited afrefh by fo 
unexpected a Retreat, refolved not to trifle in. that manner with his Fortune, 
and flight his opportunities, but leaving the Women and Baggage at Pa¬ 
via followed the Enemy to Ravenna, which he blocked up in three fe- 
veral Places, not being well able for the fituation to get up and florin it. For the 
City lying two Furlongs diftance from the Sea is hardly acceflible on, any 
part: the Haven full of Rocks and Shallows, the ground about it fenny and wa- 
terifh, as well by the flowing in of the Sea, as Rivers taking their Courfe thorough 
it. Therefore theodorich took up one Poft at Pinetus three Miles from theTown, 
placed another Party at Palatiolum, and had a third Guard at the Bridge of 
Candidianus, waiting for fuch opportunities as the Siege fhould produce, Odoacer ,-.y . 
perceiving he was over matched in Valour and Condudf, if not in numbers,- 
was unwilling to make any Sallies, yet conftrained to doe fomething for his 
Reputation, he ifliied out, and fell upon the Party lying at the Bridge, where he 
was fo warmly received, that he found it expedient to make a quick retreat 
into the City, theodorich fdrefeeing, that the Siege was likely to be drawn out 
in length, would riot fperid all his time in fo lazy an employment, but leaving 
. fufficient Guards to mairitairi his Polls, marched to other Towns poffefled by 
numlndZ'' t ^ ie ®- nem y» became Matter of them, and having taken Ariminum, improved 
ther Citiej. the Advantage offered him thereby of flopping all Provifions from being carried 
by Sea to Ravenna. Thefe things got him fuch Reputation, that Gundamund King 
of Africk, Q the Succeffour of Hunerich that Arian Perfecutour who was eaten up 
of worms) fent Ambaffadours, made peace with him, and left off wafting 
Sicily, which he had invaded. 

10. The Siege was carried on very gently; few Corifiderable Ads of Hoftility 
intervening, onely light skirmifhes which the Befieged made to exercife his men, 
and tire out the Enemy, till theodorich returned from his Expedition againft the 
other Cities. Having taken them all, Ccefarea excepted, which Odoacer had furni- 
fhed with a very ftrong Garrifon, he returned to his former Poft at Palatiolum, 
on the twenty ninth of Auguft, and removing his Family thither from ticimm of 
Pavia vigoroufly renewed the Siege. Hereby Odoacer was fo ftraitned for want of 
Provifions, that having made many ineffectual Sallies, at laft, armed by Neceffity 
and Defperation, in the filence of the Night he led out his whole Army, which 
theodorich was not fo negligent as not to perceive, and therefore drew his For¬ 
ces together, and made himfelf ready to receive hint Here evidently appeared 
what influence Neceffity and Paffions nave upon humane AClions. Such as formerly 

were 
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KSfilri receivfehin,into.tbati P »tft®m whence he was brought 

talce up ner woci , , x^ j s he wis both alhamed and irritated to 

he could get together, he 

h. *,*. S£d ttfinemy with ifrclrviotov, that he drove him back too the Town, 

C ,to 

T easrue renewed both.to thofe without, and them within: in the City great fte- 

acetoonfents that he toll reign with, tnm 

;,r- 

%HSas 

Wrher ; and the 2 S* 

S^^.S h s»s/who(-rst^ 

Ea h e a nd after fore bickering, having fpoiled him of his Wettern Flumes, at 
length Sited him of the Nefi i! felf, and fo held it and tte Regions about it, till 
a (jock of generous breed, though alfo of Northern extradhon, cleared Ita J * 
other Countries of them, and trimming himfelf with the Weftern Plumes, letup, 
and was-owned, for a Weftern Eagle. 


SECT. D. 


Chap. 


oftbeGoths,, 6c. 


SECT; H. 


the Original tf the Goths and other Barhams Nations, 
that invaded and felled Italy. 

i >-r^HE Northern Clime out of which thefe Goths and others derived their ggft ][ 
From Sctmdik ' I Defcent, who invaded the Southweftern Parts of the Roman Empire, 
the Goth and ^ 0 f gr 0Un d which the Ancientsthoughtan Ifland, but fitice has 

■£d. * been found to be a Peninfula , known by the Names of Scandinavia, , Scandia, 

Scanza Scanzia and Scantid , becaufe.the Inhabitants made ufe of high Vide Gmii 
and fteep Rocks in the Room of Caftles which they called Scanzen , to,whichJ^B***. 
the Word being added which fignifies Land, thence came that of Scandinavia. thn f mt ‘ Va f. 
The Greeks called it Baltia from the inward Sea, for an Irruption of the Sea dakrm, (£c. 
it fignifies- and Procopius thought it to be Thule. It’s a great fpace of ground 
compafled’on the North, and the Eaft by the Sea j and the Botnick Bay apd 
the Baltick Sea fence it on the. Weft and South; as alfo ,by Rivers which pour 
themfelves out into the Botnick Bay, and the RuJJian or white Sea. _ 
x Tacitus placeth two Kingdoms in this.Tradl, viz; of the Sueones-and the 
Sit tones. The former are alfo variously called Suiones, Suethani and Suethidi, by 
our Englilh Writers Suedi and Suethedi, by others Suithonce, homines Suetict,. and 
Two King. Sued worft of all. The Sueones or Suethi were fo called as laborious and getting 
donu therein li v i n g S by thefweat of their brows ; and the Sittones, on the contratyy from a 
ffifir fitting Sedentary or idle Courfe of Life. ? The Kingdoms were divided by the Moun- 
’ tain Seno fo named from thefeven Hills ; and the Countrey of the Sittones was 
called tforwegia or tfordwege becaufe fituate to the North;', After Tacitus his time 
other Nations might peirce themfelves into Scanzia , as did the Heruli and Rugi, 
and afterwards the Dani who had been a Colony of the Suedi, but retained 
and poflefied themfelves of part of the Countrey not lorig before ■ JuJliniatis 
time Procopius and Jornandes being the inoft ancient; Writers that mention 
them, and the latter faying that tfiey dfovethe Heruli out of, the Seats which 
they had poflefied in Scanzia. Now. befides f he Sueones and Sittones, feveral ei¬ 
ther People are found to have been Inhabitants of Scania,' as the Goths Which 
ofingoth and from their Habitations Eaftward and Weflwafd, earned the-Names of Qftrogotbs 
wefirogoths. anc j Wejlrogoths, by the Latines corruptly called Vifigoth. They had the Name 
of Goten or Guten, which fignifies Good, From Strangers for; their great humanity to 
fuch as they entertained. That the Goths inhabited Scanzia is evident -from all 
* f orts of Writers and other Teftiraonies, and there had their'Name, as other Peo¬ 
ple for their inhumanity to Strangers received contrary appellations, as the Zuadi 
Witti and Thaifali. Of the Goths other Nations defeended, or Were the fam$ with 
them, and from fome Accidents received other Nam'esps theLongdbdrds, and 
Wandals. And thefe Naples they took after, the Migrations of thofe Scanzia Na¬ 
tions which they made far arid wide, and thereby made'themfelvesfo Mifidera- 
bleas tobekftown both by their old and new Names, and ; much more by the 

Efiedts of their, vidtorious. Arms. •’ ; , V7. • ' 

3. For their firft Motion or Expedition we are iri the darky and'as'm the Ori¬ 
ginals of all Nations, fome truth is involved, in iriariy hnd'great Fidtions 'andPoe- 
tick Romances, fo we may probably conjedhjfe in this’ of theirs. One ftory we 
are to .mention, becaufe a late learned and ingenious ' Writer hath taken much 
pains tp make it probable. And it hangs upon this hirige «f Truth, 1 that the * origlne*' 
Goths, or Getes in moft ancient times out of Scandid made Inroads not orifely ; into < 5 m$$ Angte 
the Cherfonefus, the Iflands of the Baltick Sea and the more Northern- Parts bf™ m ‘ 
Germat^y. b ut into feveral Parts both of the 'Afianand European Sdrm&ia/and 
Scythia, whence driving out the Inhabitants they there feiated themfelves?, 1 a^well 
as in Thrace and feveral other Provinces. Upon this Fouridrition the • Northern 
Writers raife particular ftories, which we cannot tell how to call falfe as td the 
main of them, but are very, Romantick in their Circumftances. As into bther 
Regions, they fay theGorfo pierced (in very old timeitmuft be) into that'” F^rt 
ofth e Ajian Scythia where there was a City afterward called by then \ Afgdret, 

the 
















^ The Origina l of the Goths, _ Part 

" the Inhabitants whereof AfffrJM are by feme thought the fame with thofe 
who* the Greeks knew by the Name o! Afiumam, both forts of AuthoUrs pk- 
dna them neat to the Lake Mxttit, where the River with great fury 

A Colony mi-L* himfelf into it. Some think Ttelemy the Geographer called the City by the 
rfWy S "' "‘ r Jfcard or Afiard. The Countrey in which it flood was m a pe- 

» V ‘Z^Z c 1 m ZiVside, and thePeopli Afai and ^ by other Wri- 

terfbeinaalfo called fjas whom Mela makes the fame with the Tyrfigeta, thofe 
Whom M prefent we call Ms, having long tune after entered into thofe 
atarers alter they were deferred by the Gabs, upon their return back into 
tml. IhtkAfmgimi had their Kihgs, the Domimohs of whom attended to 
the farther Mountains of Scythia within Items, where the Aufenet, Syeh and Iotas 
Inhabited whom Strabo comprehends under the very Name;of Afpurganu 
. Of this Aftardia or Affargia in procefsof time was King oneOthut, who 
tiJ'nwnv other Names according to the feveral Cothick Dialedts, but that 
i , k commonly known if Woden , from which the third day of the 

m IfcaUedf vXM Now moll wonderfuU things arefaidof tliis WeJen, 

Wonderful! no m0 re Famous and Romantick ftories being told tf any-Hfera. What wonder- 
things laid of Power he had in Magick in transforming himfelf and other things, is not fit 
he e to be related; his ways of enchanting were peculiar. Of his Government 
fine things are told - as alfo his Ads and Cortquefts in the Eaftern and Northern 
Parts aT^celebrated, he being faid to be Lord of that part of ^j^lyuig toward 
the vSouth. At what time the Romans grew terrible to the World, by his Magick 
knowing that he and his Pofterity Ihould for a long time Reign in the Northern 
Parts of S the World, he committed to his two Brothers Ve and Nelyr, the Govern¬ 
ment of Afordia, and went into RuJJia, whence lie proceeded into ^Saxony, and 
SSe ifiS TcothiaSuetica or Suethland. The Prince of th* Countrey was one 
Gyluo, by whofeconfent he and his followers planted there. Here, by h^^hant- 

them. Nations facrificed to him and his twelve-*•* **“« 


Srh.rmMSSwt^aSand wickedly paid to him theit 
Duty and Devotion which was due to the I/>rd of Heaven and V ° n ^' us 

Sfflfl. Man o^Mcnthcte'wastf®'Shlh? whXtedbecame wondrfnUymvarf 
£^^ 10 ™^“ 

dav That fome of the Goths were called Jurcce we hear, and it is n 9 t l . m P[° ®" 
blJ' that in tM^returnout of thofe Scythian Quarters lome rmiued this Name 
5 . * h the reafon of it was in the dark. For in the County of Lincoln upon the 
River Trent a few Miles from Gainsborough , there is a Town nowcaUed 7 V%, 
which fa Saxons in theirtanguage knew by the Name of 
of Ms. in the N o^f^j^ t w ri ^^emovals^nd a Traveb a of e theGoths', oul 
of the irore Northern Br^into Germany, and the adjacentlflandsare faid farther to 
ii mo rip nut both bv the Infcriptions in Ruuich Charadters,which are extant both 
in “faidinands VitsX, ” well as by the Anna!, to of thefe Q.«art« 
Moreover great Pillars were in Sueden not long fine? to be feen, which the In 
fcriptionsupon them manifefted to have been eredled by‘hem m Memory of 
theirWorthics, whichhad loft their Lives m Greece,Thrace or other places. Its b 
lieved by feme that from Woden, and his Companions.who were Sey rans, Sjiedia 
cameto be called Nova Scythia, and the Inhabitants of the Cherfonejiis or the Cm 
S be te^d by the Greeks, Celtofiyth* teing firft known to Jem by the 
Name of Cimmerii, and why by this? but : tfct becaufe they wm.GA : in Sytb* 
called Cimmerii, and into Germany and thofe parts travelled from the Bfp 


Cimmerius. 


" To be fore the People inhabiting Standia, had thole of 

Saxons • and from Ptolemy the Geographer it appears, that m Scythia ° r 
there were three feveral People which were known by thefe very Names^J^ 
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fpeaksof lotto lying upon the Sea of the Rhiminii. Of the Safones under the M.if- 2 

faun and Alan Mountains. And though by name lie mentions not the Angles, ’ ‘ 

yet the Suebihe doth, or Suevi, part of which Nation the Angli are rationally 
thought to have been,being fo called from the Angle or Corner on which they feized 
in Germany. This is accounted no fmall Argument, that thefe People came into the 
Northern Parts of Germany at no other time, nor under any other Conduit than 
that of Woden, that before the time of his Expedition no fuch Names as thefe 
do occur in Northern Writers, but after they became famous, efpecially the Saxons. 

In the Sacogothick Annals, thofe of Norway znA Denmark, the memory of them flou- 
rifiies • but amongft the ancient Greek and Roman Writers the Saxons are known,as 
alfo the fates by the Name of Cimlri, though the Suebi by that of their own. 

In Sarmatia, and efpecially in Livonia are many Towns, the Names of which are 
Saxon. And for the Maritime Parts, they fpeak the Language there at this very 
day,- the fame which about Pontus and thofe Northern Quarters of Afia, wasfpo- 
ken even in the time of Ovid, the Poet, who being banilhed thither, became a 
Proficient in the Language of the Getes. Well, this might be when Strabo pla- 
ceth the Macropogones or Longobards in Cimmeria, about Syndica , neat to which 
Woden is faid to have reigned in Afpurgia. In Germany there is Triers, in Saxon 
Die Trier, and fuch there were in Scythia alfo. The ChattiaKo lived in Germany, 
not far from the Suevi, Angli and Chdmani , and Ptolemy placeth them alfo in Scy¬ 
thia next the Majfagetes, without the Mountains Irrni. 

7. To thefe things might be added, that the Humours, Manners and Inclinati¬ 
ons of the Gothick Nations or Cimlri, did much fuit with thofe of the Afiatick 
Scythians. And all confidered, that there were migrations there can be little doubt, 
the fame People being found at fo great diftance. Now whether firft thefe Na¬ 
tions pafled from Scandia into Scythia, or out of Scythia into Scandia, may be 
fome queftion; but it feems not difficult to be refolved, that fetting afide the 
firft planting of the World, they firft went from Scandia, becaufe the vaft 
Trails of that Countrey Germany, and the Iflands fpeaking that Language, chal¬ 
lenge the other forts of People of the Afiatick Scythia to have been their Colo¬ 
nies, for they were but few in number in comparifon of their Neighbours, who 
fpakein Language and lived far differently from them. Admit it then as»poffible,that 
fuch a man as Woden there might be, it would be of confequence, if- we had 
any light concerning his return into Scandia . A Tradition there was amongft 
the Saxons, that they came by Sea into Germany, but it is urged that no Foot- 
Heps of any other Invafion or Migration is to be found, but this- of Woden. 

Some make it to have happened four and twenty Years before the Birth of 
Chrift, about the time that Pompey wafted Syria • but if Woden delivered Den¬ 
mark to his Son Skiold, whence the Kings of that Countrey were anciently 
called Skioldinger , this Skioldficcoxdmg to the Danijb Cronology, lived almoft a 
thoufand Years before Pompey; and accordingly Woden with his Afiaticks muft 
have preceded the Danijh Kingdom, and to Saxony, Suevia and futia have given 
their proper Names. By this account Woden muft have been ancienter than Ho¬ 
mer* but how will this confift with the Genealogies of our own’ Englifh Saxon 
Kings, the Founders of the feven Kingdoms here, all which are derived indefeent 
from Woden > But Hengift, the firft that came into Britain, arrived not till about 
CCCCL Years after Chrift’s Birth, and he is faid to have been but the Abnepos, or 
Great Grandchild of Woden,as Cerdic , the Founder of the Kingdom of th eWefifax- 
sms, the Tenth from him - : Whereas by the former account,Woden muft have prece¬ 
ded the Birth of our Saviour above a thoufand Years. 

8. To difpatch therefore this Story of him, let us clofe with thfe opinion of 
them, who think that as amongft the Greeks, there were feveral there bore the 
Name of Hercules , but were all confounded together, and' what Was done by all 

1 m - was aferibedtoone. It fell out in the fame manner as to the matter of Woden. 

It’s thought.that there were three which bore this Name, all deified by Idolaters 
The firft, defeended from Saturn and the Trojan Kings, called Afiams, and Qditibio- 
gainte or Woden the Ancient, who never came into Europe, but his Name and 
Rites were hither brought by others. The fecond of Vpfall, to whom in Swede- 
land was a Temple dedicated ihining with Gold, who was alfo called Afiams, 
but a llranger of the Scythians. The third wa^ called Mathodin or Midlemden, of 
whom Saxo Grammaticus maketh mention, Who, the other Woden being abroad, 
played tricks, and took occafion to feign himfelf a God, but after his return fled 
\mo Phaonia, and there was (lain by the Inhabitants. Some produce a fourth 
Woden, who being beaten by Pompey out of Afia into the Northern Parts, taught 
C the 
























of m vjotns, 


I'ART IV, 


rr the People the Arts and Laws of the Afiatkks, and was therefore had in elpecial 
Honour And yet this flight from the Romans is afcnbed to hmotVpfall though 
^ev lived in far different Ages. Let us take then or leave this Story of Wodei, 
with the Migrations into Afia, and back again out of that Countrey and retur- 
nine alfo to %candia, take notice of thefe Motions of the Gothick Nations, which quafi 0 § cm 
are warranted by unqueftionable.Hiftory, or probable at leafh _ cmiThnZ 

g It is not amifs to premife, that upon palfinginto other Countries^ the fa 
People sot feveral Names;, as either Strangers made terminations to their old.te^ 
ones or as theyobferved fomething they thought moft remarkable in them 
4 ccordine to the way of feverally terminating words, and bringing them as dam m:m _ 
neaTas cfn be to the Genius of a ftrange Language, the b™ Goths zxt in feveral j-rgj 
T he Migran. MG uta>, Games, Gothones , GytJmcs, Games rndGuttonm, asthe fame 

Sri? Countrey is termed Gotthia and. Gudlandia. And in like manner, the Francs * nd 
Francones Valet and Vafcanes , Frifii and Frifones, SuedtzxsA ^jaes are the fame. 

After the firft migration of them North Eaftward to the Lake of Mantis, where 
euen at this vefy day they retain both the Names Manners and Language of 

fony wSc 

S from lying Eaftward from them. Hence he believes they made Incurlions*- 
as faras^ft, andintoD^, but when he cannot fay; hut that it was before 
the time of the Antonini. He faith he learns this from 5«who m the 
Life of Caracalla writes that the Gotthi were called Getes, as many others alio have 
hinted, becaufe the nearneis of the Name deceived the Rowans (though Ge/e be 
a Name of Thrace, and Gath a German word ) and the. Goths held displaces 
which anciently bore the: Name of the Getes. Hence m the Reign oi Philip, Jor- 
Zndes brings them into Mafia and Thrace, and it appears that tan. this time, 

Part of the Goths remained in Mafia, who by Jornandes zve called Gotht Mfiares, 
and who receiving Letters from the Greeks, delivered them to the other Gathick 

N To n Amongft the Roman Writers, after Spartianus, he obferves that the foil 
mention of the Goths is made by Aurelius Vitlor ( pubhlhed by Schottus, ) in the 
Reign of Deems, at what time out of Dacia, they poured.aut themfelves into. the 
neighbouring Thrace, being by Zofimus and Aon ares adkdScythians, as by their 
Sf “• Ordinal thfy well mightfand did pals for fuch. In the time oiAurehan 
and D Gallienus they proceeded farther, and wafted Greece, Macedonia, Pontus. and 
Alia feveral particulars being related by divers Authours. From others it ap¬ 
pears that Claudius being Emperour they fell upon MarciaHopolisvnMiefia, and 
then wafted both Macedonia and Illyricum,bshc&n% Cajfandnassnd Thefialontca. Both 
' Maximian and Confiantine the Great received them into fmndlhip and fociety, and 
the latter made ufe of them againft the Bar mat a, and under Thtodofius the 
vounger, part of Thrace fell to their lhare. Procopius tehs us that the Goths , called 
letraxitl lived near to the ihore and ftraits of Mreotis, and ftrther from them, 
the Goths and Vifigoths, , and Vandals, and all the other Gathick Nanom anciently 
named Scythians , as all the other Nations of thofe Parts with feme difference, in 
fome of Sarmatians, Melanchenians and other Nan^s. On the other fide of the 
Lake lived the Cimmerians or Hrnnes, who its. faid bemgperfwaded by wo young 
Men,that purfued a Stag,that the water was fordable(which they had not thought 
before ) inftantly took Arms and paffed over. He adds that the Sandals were 
gone before and feated in Africk, and the Vifigoths were in Spain. And fo hey 
fell upon the Goths, who dwelt in theChampian, killed- manyand c^kdaway 
the reft. Such as efcaped paffed the River Jfier, with their Wifes and^ Children 
into the Roman Territory, where they did much mifchief. Afterward the Em- 
perour planted them in a Countrey of Thrace, and fometimes they aided the Ro¬ 
mans in quality of Confederates, receiving yearly Penffons, whereby it appears 
that the Goths ( fo Procopius obferves ) came not as Men conquered, but upon 
the Articles of a League! Sometimes alfo they made caufelels War upon the 
Romans, till under Theodorich they removed into Italy. 
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i x. Great Mifchiefs did the Goths bring to the Roman Provinces by their Inva- Sedt. 2 
(ions.and Inroads;-but the greateft mifcliief of all happened.by the Empire, its 
opening it lelf to receive them. I mean when Valens received them into/We, as 
we have at lame- related in, our fecond Part, in the year CCCLXXVI. Having 
by his leave palled the Danube, whither they were driven from their own Seats by 
the Hmnes, they prefently turned head againft' their Entertainer, and afterward 
proved fo many Vipers in the Bowels of the Provinces, ftill taking occafion 
to ftir, and could not be quieted by 'any Seats or Entertainment given them, 
no though the greateft of them were preferred to the greateft place of Magi- 
ftracy and Dignity, till they made themfelves Readers or Kings, and travelling 
Southweftward, at length feized upon the Provinces as Lprds and Mafters thereof. 

This the Reader may remember, from wuat ha,dr been copfoully related to him 
in this work, concerning their Motions iff the time of Honor ms, the Invafioii 
of Italy, and. taking of Rome, by Alaripk, theif Actions in Gall and in Spain. 

It is to be obferved that the Story told hy ^mopfis, concerning the. Deer .being 
purfued by the young men, and, ( what thereupon happened ) the Invafion of 
the Seats of the Goths by the Hunnes, and ,their flying fo the. Danube, ft 'by c.c. 24, t>. 
Jornandes made the fame with their flight thitlier in the Reign of Valens, whom 
they petitioned to be received within the Roman Pale, wfiat ever Procopius .talk 
of the Vandals being now feated in Africk, and the Vifigoths in Spain, it is 
alfo farther to be taken notice of, that the Migrations out pf Scandia'were in more 
ancient times, and that thofe irruptions which brought .mine to the' Roman -Pro¬ 
vinces, and gave beginnings to the principalities eredted by thefe Barbarous iNa- ’ 
tions therein, were from the Eaftern quarters, firnandes diftinguilheth thus of 
their Habitations-: Thofe that aboad in the ffrft part of Scythia by Moeotis, are 
known to have had Filimer for their King ; .they, that inhabited in the fecond foil 
of Dacia, Thracia and Mafia Ind'Zanfofyefi whoai'mqff Wfiters.' of Annals teftifie 
to have been a wonderfully learned Philofppher. Befldes : this he fyad formeriy 
fpoken of their planting in that part of Scythia, which bordered on' the Sea of 
Pontus. But now at the time fliaj: they gre\y fo terrible to the Empire, after that of 
Valens, they began to be known ,to the Worjd,' by the afterward terrible Names of 
Vifegoths and Ofirogoths. . , ,• , . j .f ‘ 

ii. They wejre .known indeed more by flipfo-Names, after thelf - patting mtp 
wiience came feveral Quarters of the Empife, but the Names , were much ancienter., - And 
SSfand t ^ at from tlieir fixation- of Weft and Eajt, they were ftrff called Wefirogoths mfiropthu 
Wrogoths. and Ofirogoths in their own, Countrey is moil:- pfobable, and Grotius conp^es 

it from Jornandes his Pefcriptioq of Scpyfif ( who thpreiti iqde^d m?melons' th? mrumtuA’ 
Ofirogoths. though not the other,) and ixoffijTqpffitts, who a^oqt tile ffjjfe pfictau- Samiaiuim. 
dius makes mention of the Awrogotbs, with'wlfom'the pftjsgoths are the^tne! aT/ a Ij. nmt 
They were joined together till the Reign of Effidurtck, arid -that of Valens, the 
Emperour; but then ,the Vijegotjtsfx- Wejiernftffisi departed, ^o/n‘the Ofirogpfis^nd ad civiutm 
frighted by the Humes, asked Valens leave.to pafathe Datifie. "-And the Wefiern- 
goths ( corruptlyfcalled Wifefigoths and fiifigoths } they- f wefje whq‘ being reeled, rJe. Dtinl 
and treated ftl as they pretended contrary to the Agre/ement defeated and killed 0 J iro i° th ' tt 
Valent After .this they feized on Thrace d fififaRipefifis, not^y aRrec^loqs ^'*Ze 

The Progrefs-Right, but by i way of Donjmipn; • and even in the time of firtfiap. ■Miepward‘l'<°‘lBaltbi- 
of the »^«.,part pf them, under .Condyjft of F ndigern |nvaded Tfiefialy ^^Achaiafi^afxQ. cu fi d f‘ ur 
-ther.partfed.by Alatheus, TOpefld theedofmfaL Jdlmui 

ito make ,a Peace: This Peace-bfiiug .qpt lading, 'Alarick^^v^^ym^voTfi^ Bremenfmpud 
Thrace and Greece,, ftfter Radagafifis invaded : Italy throp'glt Pa^nia^we^.axe^Z t Fr9m 
fliewn at large, aijd.flrft after the ,6 alii Seui/tesiqok Rope in the tjnjppf ffioporius. * 

He that fucceeded Athwfifi\ d the like,- and prefently invaded . .was 

• forfaken ibyr th e lfandals. There ,th e kVefiern Gotps fetled !a DdmViioin, and af¬ 
terward tmnsferred it.over |the Mountains into Spain, wh'^re ,t|iey alfo ereifted a 
Kingdom. Of which Dominion and' Kiqgdojn we muft tre^t ! particularly,"and 
thereforehere muft. l«ive the IfefiMgotbsJfat a time, .. - 

... The Qiwgqths feem ,tp have been ^e mqr? confider^ -Party, the race of 

pJS'rf jriM • #mcieo^ings, oheyed by bqth forts #)fe.«^|6on, ..profeedlng from them, 
ihe'o^f/^-andmamely.tlie.-Family tf thp,Amali, So mflqh oejqlpratcd-among ;^iem, Ama- 

M QtpiMfs byTome otheriBms. ; more ; ^e^l l e ip jbe amhcAcji v . 

ifinu found in ormmes.) .iva? the;S.on,of ^«g4s', , a^d it jftems fo .eminent j^s. to give a Var-na, fem 
Wwbt. . -Name tQ.his.S.tfoeeffqurs, HeTO -the Fatherjqf ifarna, find ffarm ^of^ ‘djl'imotba 

.who in; the Reign of Milip,^ Tmpeffiqr. Jift. Ofirmb/ £§wktesryk E$, 

, jknawing ft^i. ; >wietl}0r. ) for 
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1 ART IV. 


Sea. tha t W g ^d^ 

’ TSeemitfelf TteSonof the Gepidz feeing him thus vifto 

SlSSSS^g|Ef| 

of the Body. Such is the Relation of Jorndndes concerning the Name and On F i uimm 
lal of the W^. He agrees with Troc.pm herein, who declarmg whtth». fc 
were the greateft and raoft famous of the Gothick Nations, reckons the G , 
vlnil Vifezoibs and Gepades. He adds, that anciently they were called Sarm- vm. ,. 
Hans and Melanchlenians ; that they varied all in Names, and nothmg elfe. being 
111 feir bodied with yellow hair, tall and with good faces; that theyhadthe 
fame Laws, Cuftoms and Religion, being all Arians, and all fpake theG^^Lan- 
suaee He fuppofes them to have been ancientLy one Nation, and their Naraes to 
L uf been diftineuifhed afterward by their feveral Princes. Formerly,he faith, this 
People inhabited about the Danube ; then the Gepades held the Places about Sm^don 
and Simium on both fides the River, where they were when he wrote his Hiftory. 

i? There are other Teftimonies fufficient to prove that the ^ vv rea 
Goth rcanzian Nation. They alfo as we have feen, invaded and wafted the Roman 
Empire. They were once Afiociates with the Romans, but joined with the low- 
lar V ds and broke Truces, after which they made great ftirs m the World tdl 
they were overcome, and in a manner deftroyed by the Lombards , m the timeof 
Allow who married Rofammda the Daughter of Cummmd their King. But to 
rlfurn^SmW Story : Faftida the King of the Gepida being puffed up 
with the good Succefs he had againft the Burgundians, whorn he almoft deftroyed, 
broke the League with the Goths his Kinfmen. He fent to Oftrogitha , to whom 
K the OfirZs and Vifegotbs were fubjed,ro teU him, that he was too much 
toned in room, and he'muft give the Gepida Lane 1 , or ron forJVarv He 
anfwered hefhould beforry to make War upon his Kindred, but he would p 

wot tomefuily'beatSr^nd thelwfe contmtingthcI^lver^thVMmy/ni^ 

- 

fhrowingthi Isarmata, near the Ri Jt jater. But Deem the Emperour-marchuig 
towards him, he removed into the Parts of Hamonta near adjoining, purp^ 
finer for Philippolis. Deems intended to purfue him, and refting his Men at 

Bmhaa CniuamihhhGotbs, fell Hke a Thunderbolt upon him, and forced km 

to fly into Mejia. Cniua having long befieged Philippolis, at len ^ h S ot 
G»Lo“ Frifcus to join with him and purfued ^,»t, where bbta« 
Captain of the Limit had recruited his Army. And they 
ment, wherein firft the Son of Deems, and afterward the Emperour himfelf was 
flain, and ended his Life and Reign together. , - mnU _r n;. 

i. After this the Goths invaded Ajia where having burnt the Temple cSD 
Ephefus, and demolifhed Cbalc'Jm; they rented in 
that Countrey. They affifted Maximim theEmperour againft the FtrOm^o 
rimflantine the Great againft Licinius , forty thoufand of them fervuig un 
him who continued in S the Roman Army by the Name oiFederati Thefethmg 
Ml, tTy did under theConduft of their Rings Ararnk and 

Aumhi GilericH notable Perfon. He overthrew the Wandals his Neighbours with /« 

Gibnick: who was defeended of the Race of the Afdmgi, renowned amongtt^ 

to sS of Twandals as remained after the Overthrow, begged 
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of Conjlantine the Emperour, to whofe Succeflion they were obedient forty years, 
tiU being invited by Stilko they fell upon Gall, butfetled not therein. Gibe rick 
Htrmananck. bdng dead, after fome time Hemanarick was King, one-defeended of the moft JAidopub- 
noble Family of the Amali. He conquered fo many Northern Nations, that by Gtb-ric!^ 
fome he was compared to Alexander the Great. Having fubdued many (the u^Jncdm. 
Names of whom Jornandes gives us, but might have as well fupprefled them; fo Amman, 
ftrange they are J he could not omit the Heruli, but needs muft fall on them H^manamk 
alfo. The Hiftorian tells us from a far better Authour, Ablakus whofe work Mlitibl, 
hath mifearried, that this Nation of the Heruli, dwelling near the Fenns of Me- P 0,Unt - 
otis in waterilh places, had its Name from them, which by the Greeks are called 
Hebe: a People, he adds, by how much more fwift and agile, fo much more 
The Original abundantly proud • for there was then no Nation, which chofe not its light ar- 
ot t e cm t . mec j Soldiers out of them. But formerly in the feme work Jornandes Writes, that 

they were driven out of their Seats by the Dani^ which Seats were in Scanzia, q 
for of the Inhabitants thereof he fpeaks in that Chapter. With him Procopius ‘ 
agrees,, that they inhabited formerly beyond the River IJl$r, fervingmany Gods, De Mo Goth ' 
and holding it no impiety to appeafe them with humane Sacrifices. He adds, ft'fc 2. 
that they had Laws different from other Men, when Men were grown aged or 
fick, they were not to live; but intreat their Kindred to put them out of the 
World. The Kindred made a Pile of wood and fet the Man on the Top, and 
fent one who was a ftranger to him in bloud to difpatch him, then fet they the 
Pile on fire, and the flame being done gathered up his bones and buried them. 

When one of th t Heruli died, his Wife (if fhe would be thought virtuous) was 
toftrangle her felf over her Husband’s Tomb; otherwise ihe was efteemed infa¬ 
mous, and an Enemy to her Husband’s Kindred. 

i d. In time they over-topped the bordering Barbarians in Populoufnefs and Power, 
and vanquiiht them in fight one by one, foraged their Countries,, and kept them 
under. They fubdued the Lombards being Chriftians, and made them pay Tribute 
either out ofCovetoufnefs or Vainglory, it being a thing not ufed by the Barba 
rians in thefe Parts. In the Reign of Anajlajius, having none left to lubdue, they 
remained quiet for three years, but for that reviling and provoking their King Ro- 
dulph, he made an unjuft War upon the Lombards , not charging them with the 
breach of Treaties or any other Pretence. The iffue was that many of the Heruli 
were flain with their King, and the reft flying were almoft all cut in pieces. Upon 
this they left their Countrey, and palling through all the Land beyond the River 
JJter, fete down in the Countrey of the Rugi who had left it, and were gone 
with the Goths into Italy. But the Land being wafte they removed to the Gepida , 
who at firft permitted them to plant by them, but afterwards wronged and abu- 
led them, which moved them to pals IJler, to dwell by the Romans there. Am- 
received them, and afterward when they committed wicked Adis, he killed 
moft of them, fending an Army, and would have deftroyed them all, but their 
Leaders begged their Lives,andto betaken for Auxiliaries and Servants of the Em¬ 
pire, and fo fome efcaped alive; yet neither aided nor ferved the Romans. Juflinian 
“PJJB 1the Empire, gave them a fertile Countrey and Goods, made them 

•Mo his Aflociates, and perfwaded them to be Chriftians; upon which they grew 
civfler, and applying themfelves to the Laws of Chriftianity, ferved the Romans 
as Auxiliaries^ But ftill, faith Procopius, they are falfe to us and covetous, not thin- 
Kuig it any fharne to wrong their Neighbours. They ufe impious Mixtures with 
Their Men a ?d Bealls, being indeed the wickedeft of all Men and Wretches, wretchedly 
tdneft. " t0 Peril} 1 : Some of them continued the League with us, and the reft revolted 
upon this Occafion. To fhew the fevagenefs of their Nature, they killed Oehon 
their King fuddenly; without alledging any thing, but that they would no more 
be under a King. 

17. And indeed their King before had Onely the Name, otherwife little advan¬ 
tage above a private Man. All fete at meat with him, and put licentious Affronts 
upon him, the Heruli being the moft indifereet and ligbteft Men alive. But 
this foul fad they inftantly repented, finding no poflibility to Jive without Go- 
vernours and Generals. After much confultation they refolved to fend for one of 
the Bloud Royal, from the Ifland of Thule. For the Heruli being overthrown 
u the ~ om ‘ )ar d s -> ?°d leaving their Native foii, fome dwelt in Illyricum, but 6- 
thers paft not the River IJler, but thought it better to plant in the uttermoft bor- 
ders of the habitable World. Thefe conduded by many of the Bloud Royal, pafied 
through the Nations of the Slant, a large defert Countrey, the Varni, and thofe 
of the Danes Q the Barbarians ufing no violence againft them ) and coming to 
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Sea 2. th.e Ocean, and getting Jhipp^ 

Thus writes Process of faith moft of itwaswafte 

if/a, which he calls ten times bi a ge : f d thirteen populous Nations, and 

but in that which was inhabited,' ^hem the Herulian . wanderers planted 

over every Nation was a King. Among ^ „ h Romans, having murthered 

themfelves; and thofe who con mued Ifland of to bring over 

their King, fent fome of their find any t i ier e. From amongft many 

one of the Bloud Royal if w'av of ficknefe, they went back and brought 

they brought one, who dying y i Y , , • g rot her Aordas , and two hundred 
another named Todafius, accompanied t h e jPeruli about Singcdon, conceive- 

Hendi. They being long upon heir Journey ^thout Juftini- 

ing it might be to give them what Ring he 

ads confent, fent to the Emperour to C J / had i ong lived at Confian- . 
pleafed. Hefentthem Suarrns onehim as King, and obeyed 
tinople , and him atfirft they receive J > )j> hearing 0 f the coming of the 

him in the ulual Directions. But within § ( w ho had commanded 

Ambafladours from Me Jqr and he was forced to 

them to goe out and kill f et himfelf to reftore him, andthere- 

fly back to Confiantinople. The Empero . wr i t es Procopius of this Peo- 

uponthe Hcruli revolted to the Gento. Jo orcafion. It f eems 

pie, of whom we often fpeakiri the toVihem palfed into Scan- 

they lived beyond the River IJl r, . ded amongft other Gothkk Nations; 
dia, from which poffibly alfo they de . alfo the Scirrt an d Alam, DeBi 

for amongft Gothick Nations Prc p th and faith he , was of the M- 

amongft whom he puts Odoacer Autlwurecall King of the Hcruli, 

'‘Ml. u Ponthe Heruli, 

though their lwiftnefs Ptevaded ag Hermanarick amongft other 

flownefs and liability of AeGWto >*™™%*™* his Servants, though 

Nations. After them he fubcdued the ^ wnoc ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

afterward in the time of ^ ornan “ 'r Root germinated into three Names 

every where, being, though fp™ng valour he conquered the ^Eftri, 

of Vcneti, Aides and Sejm. By toOcean, and as ft it had been 
who inhabited on the longeft ban the Nations, both of Scythia and 

efieded by his own Labour*he Or^ the Nati^ of the 

Germany. Not very long after, as „ n hitter fury • and to be revenged on 
H«^ragedagainft.theG^^th^oreth an ’ accoimtof theft Origi- 

themfor that and their fhej Pranks, he g«* ^ Riflgo f t he Gaffe the Son 
nal alfo, as he found it related by 3 , X*- de a f ter their going out from the 
of Gandarick the Great, being their ft d into the Scythian Territories, 

Idand of Scanzia , having with his hisCountrey Languagehecalled 

found amongft them certainWitches from his Company, 

Alionmn/e, andhavingfthemifew/his Army. Unclean 

The original and compelled them to depart into ^ eDe f art lay with them, and procre- 

0 f the H/»»« Splits feeing'thefe Wonaen wanderin D in • • din thefenns fnaall and in- 

ated this moft furious brood which atfirft co a other word than 

>MndeS - confiderable/'as it were a Wiftorian, he adds, 

Thatwhich lignffied anta«e Ud the farther 'Bank being 

that m the Fenn when it grew-into Multitudes, wttli 

tells us, fhat-'the two Straits o f Mount a«c y ^ ^ and , the other the 

ons upon the Caucafus to the Cafpm 

■Cafp/an Gates. That the Co y but as § Confederates they ferved.thei^# ,w 
■Gates the Alam held, fubje , ’ ^ t under Mount Caucasus dwelt the 

“againft the Romans znA a Natio™'and. lidnee they faid iiflh?d the 

Irian Humes, and fo ™ e ^ y h Jf C y rus by the River of .Themidon;: neat where 
andmade aCamp at Uernjcy y are left no Am<X xpns in 

:ihSr"Mlf A * -d fcnte.cdiars ^ 
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" made muc li difeourfe about them, but they feem to fpeak moft truly, who ^ 
think that there was never any fuch Mannilh-Race of Women • nor that Nature 
in Mount Caucafus onely fwerved from-its facred Laws, but that the Barbafian/. 
rhf 0:;s(;oti of thefe Parts making an Expedition againft Afia, brought theft Wives along 
of feigning ith the w hom tliey left in- a Camp near Themedm. That they themielves 
ww " overrunning much of Afm were fo encountredand defeated^ that none efcaped to 
the Camp- and that there theft Wifes being fcrely put to it by the fear of the 
People adjoining, and by want of Yi&uafs, took or them Countenances of 
Men and armed themfelves with the Furniture- left by their Husbands, and 
with the fame performed feme commendable A<ftk>ns, compelled by neceffity, 
till they were all flhin. This is his opinion, and that the Amazons were Wives 
that went to war with theft Husbands, the Experiment whereof, he faith, hap¬ 
pened in his own time. And commonly the additions which defeend to Po- 
lf erity are tlie Images of thofe which were before. For the Humes, in their In¬ 
road upon the Romans, often coming to a Battel wherein fome of them were 
flaim and the Romans fearching the dead Bodies, have found Women among 
them. Other Armies of Women were never, neither infefting Afia nor Europe. 
Neither was it ever heard that the Caucaftan Mountains had all theft Men wa¬ 
fted at any time. Afterward, fpeaking of feverat other Nations, he lubjoins tint 
beyond the Sagini, were many Hmnijh People in a Countrey called Eulyfia-, 
poilefled by thefe Barbarians in the maritime and in-land Parts thereof to the Lake 
Maotis and the River Eamis, which difembogues into the laid Lake, and the 
Lake into the Euxine Sea. Anciently the Inhabitants were called Cimmerii , but 
in his time Vturgurians. But the Reader may remember how we have already 
fpoken much of the Vturgurian and Caturgarian Humes, from tlie lame Procopius, 
who gives another Charatfer of the Humes in general than- Jornandes doth; 
for fpeaking of the Auta and Sclani amongft other things, lie faith that they were 
remote from knavilh Craft and Malice, being like to the Humes in this very 
Innocence alfo. At length they drove out the Lombards,, and planted themfelves 
in Paimonia. But let us hear what other dreadful! things Jornmdes relates in his 
Account of the War betwixt them and the Goths. • 

2,0, They being Hunters, fome of them exercifing themfelves this way oh 
the. farther Bank of Maotis found a Deer, arid purfued her, as was faid, before to 
the farther fide,- for here he brings in that Story. Having by this means di£ 
covered the way into Scythia, they fell like thunder upon feverat People he 
mentions, the Names of whom are hard to be underftood, and amongft others 
they- fubdued the Alani equal to them in Valour and Skill but unlike, as to 
Humanity, Courfe of Life and Shape. For whereas poffibly they could riot by- 
force have mattered them, having afrighted and aftonifhed them by theTerrour 
of their Countenances, they feared them into flight. They were fearfully bkek 
to look on, but carried upon their Shoulders a deformed Lump (if it be fit to 
call it fo ) and no face which had rather little pricks or holes than aay Lights or 
Eyes. Theft ugly afpeift betrayed the bokfoefs of their minds, who were cruel 
faunb hi. againft theft own Children, the firft day they came into the World. For they 
TJefcription of cut an d mangled the Cheeks of theft Sons, that before tliey fhould receive the 
an Hum,. Nom ifl iment G f Milk, they might be contained to endure the pain of a wound. 
Hence they grew old and beardlefs, and became youths without Comlinefs, 
their faces being fo furrowed with the Knife, that the fears hindred the growth 
of Hafts. They were little in foape, but atftive and nimble, and Excellent Horfe- 
men, broad lhouldered and fit for fhootingandeafting of darts; they had ftrong 
Necks, and proudly they bore them. In humane fhape they lived in beaftly 
Cruelty. 

2i. The Getes at the fight of a People the moft active of all others, and the 
Controller of Nations were afraid, and confulted with theft Ring how to 
be freed from them. Hermanarick though Conquerour of many Nations, yet 
when he deliberated concerning the coming of the Humes , was deceived by the 
treacherous Roxolani, who took occafion to fhew theft falfenefs, though they 
ferved him amongft others. Punching one Saniolk a Woman of that Nation, her 
two Brothers^/-#* and Ammius, to revenge her death, gave him a wound in the 
fide of which he languilhed; and thereat Balamir King of the Hunnes taking, 
advantage moved againft him. With thought of this and the anguilh of hisr 
wound, as alfo old Age, he was overcome, and died in the hundred and tenth 
Year of his Age. The Vifigoths now had left theft fellows, though formerly they 
had been joined with the QJlrogoths, and againft them the Hunnes prevailed upon his 

death, 
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Sedt 2. death, who were feated in the Eaftern Coaft and called Ofirogotbs , the Vifigoths 
being by the leave of Valens gone over the Danube, and received within the Ro¬ 
man Pale. The Ofirogotbs after their departure Continued in the fame place fub- 
Winithnr. j e ft t0 t he Hunnes , and were governed by Winitbar of the Pofterity of Amalus , 

who imitating the Valour of his Grandfather Ataulf, though inferiourin felicity nl'mtT 
to Hermanarick, fought profperoufly againft the Autce, and at foil againft the 
Hunnes , though Sigijmund another great Man would not break his Faith, but joined 
with them. But in the third Ingagement Winitbar was llain, and Balamber, King 
of the Hunnes , kept under the Goths in quietnefs, yet fo as by his Confent they 
Himnimml had Hill a Regulus of their own. After Winitbar they were governed by Hum- Himj n <u 
rnrnd ,, the Son of the mod potent Hermanarick, who fought profperoufly againft 
jhorifimnd. the Suevi, and was fucceeded by his Son Thorifmund. He obtained a great Vic '-nimnium. 

tory againft the Gepidce , and is faid to have been killed by a fall of his Horfe. « fm * 
He died in the flour of his Age, and the Goths fo lamented him, that for the fpace 
of forty Years they had no King in his place, his Kinfman Wandalar the Brother’s Fmx m . 
Son of Hermanarick was famous for his three Sons defcended of the Race of the 
Amali, viz. Walamir , fheodemir and Widemir, who loved each other with Bro¬ 
therly affe&ion. But they were fubjed: to the Commands of Attila King of the 
Hunnes , and neither they nor any Scythian Nation could be freed from his Domi¬ 
nion, but by his death fo much defoed by all Nations in common, and by the 
Romans too, a death which was as profitable as his life, had been wonderfull. 

22. After his Death his numerous,, or zsjornandes calls them, innumerous Sons, 
fell out about his Conquefts, and loft them all, being overthrown by Ardarick 
the King of the Gepidce in Pannonia. For Ellac the Eldeft was flain, and the reft 
after the Defeat fled to the Ihore of Pont us, where the Goths had formerly lived. 

Many Nations werejoyfull to be freed from fo grievous a Yoke, and feveral of 
them were kindly received by Marcian the Emperour, and had Countries diftri- 
buted amongft them. The Gepidce had the Seats of the Hunnes , and being Ma¬ 
tters of all Dacia , required no more of the Empire but Peace and yearly 
Prefents, as valiant and deferving Menj which he willingly granted, and 
which continued to be paid till the time of the Hiftorian. The Goths leeing that the 
Gepidce challenged the Territories of the Hunnes, and that the Hunnes alfo kept their 
Th tofirogoths ancient Seats, chofe rather to ask Territories of the Roman Empire,than to indanger 
bavePnnnonia themfelves by invading thole of others, and received Pannonia, which be- 
» igne t cm, Wretched out in a long Champian had on the Eaft Moefia Superior, on the 
South Dalmatia , on the Weft Noneum and the Danube on the North. The Countrey 
was adorned with many Cities, of which the Chief was Sirmis, and the latt 
Vindomina. The Sauromatce or Sarmatce, the Cemandri and fome of the Hunnes 
fate down in grounds afligned them at the Caftle Martena. The Sciri, Satagarii 
and others of the Alans with their Captain Candax received Scythia the lefs and 
the inferior Mafia, the Notary of which Candax the Grandfather of Jornandes was,- 
and Gunthages the Son of his Grandfather’s Sifter was his Magifier Militum, being 
defcended alfo of the Amali. And he tells us that he himfelf though unlearned, 
had been a Notary before his Converfion. The Rugi obtained Scandiopolis. Of 
the Sons of Attila remaining, one planted in the utmoft Part of the Lefier Scy¬ 
thia, and two others in Dacia Ripenfis. And many of the Hunnes every where 
put themfelves into the Roman foil. There were other Goths, w ho, as he faith, 

The Gothi were called Minores or the Lefier, a vaft People who had Vulfilas for their Bilhop 

Minora. an( j primate, who was faid to inftrud them in good Letters, and in this time of 

the Writer they were in Mafia, inhabiting Eucopolitana. 

. 23. We have now brought the Ofirogotbs into Pannonia , and there Jornandes 

and Kings, ^ tells us that fuch as were fubjed: to Walemir, and his two Brothers Theodemir and 
miemirf Widemir, though the Places of their Habitation were divided, yet their Councils 
Jt 0 fT ir ’ were united. But the Sons of Attila now regarded them as fo many Slaves Pquluff \ 

' e >r ‘ run away, and came on purpofe to look after them. They fell upon Walemir 

alone, his Brothers knowing nothing of it,but he gave them fuch Entertainment that 
few of thole that attacquea him efcaped with their lives,but Hmnimund Captain of 
the Suevi palling on to harrafs Dalmatia, made bold with fome of the Herds of 
Cattel belonging to the Goths, Suevia being Neighbour to Dalmatia and not far 
from Pannonia , efpecially that Part where the Goths then refided. Theodemir, the 
Brother of Walemir, drought tbi? was not to be endured, not fo much for the 
Cattel, as left the Suevi Ihould thence take heart, and grow more infolent; there¬ 
fore he waylaid them by night, and taking them napping by fo unexpected an 
Attacque fo mattered them, that Hunnimund he took Priloner, and fuch as efca- 
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^ ped the Sword he made Servants to the Goths. Yet he was fo rtiercifullas to par- S'ed 

don what was pall, and being reconciled to the Suevi adopted their King for his 
Son, arid fent him home with them. But Hunnimund was fo urigratefull, as for¬ 
getting the paternal obligation, he ftirred up the "Sciri who lived above the Da¬ 
nube to join with him, to take up Arms and invade the Goths, with whom they 
had lived in Peace. The Goths looking on both as Friends were furprized with 
the War, but compelled by neceflity, betook themfelves to their Weapons and 
muirBaS*. revenged the Injury. They had the mifliap to lofe Walemir their King, who in the 
Battel riding hard to animate his Men, his Horfe fell, and the Rider being call 
to the ground, was llain by the Lances of the Enemy. But to revenge his Death 
and themfelves, they managed the Fight with that earneftnefs, that almoft allthfe 
Sciri were cut off! 

25. Hunnimund and Alarick Kings of the Suevi fearing what might be toe ef¬ 
fect of this Succefs, rallied the remainders of the Sciri, and with the allillence of 
the Sarmatce , Gepidce and Rugi , made War upon the Goths. Walemir being dead 
they betook themfelves to his Brother Theodemir as their Head, who calling to his 
afliftence his Brother Widemir, gave Battel to the Confederates and obtained a no¬ 
table Victory, killing ten thoufandof them upon the place. To be revenged on 
the Suevi, in the Winter he paff d a Foot Army over the Danube upon the Ice, 
and fell fuddenly into their Territories, which on the Eaft had for neareft 
Neighbours the Barobari, on the Weft the Franks, the Burgundians on the South, 
and the Thuringt on the North. With the Suevi the Alemanni were Confederate 
and joined, but Theodemir overthrew, wafted and almoft fubdued them both, and 
then he returned into Pannonia where he joyfully received his Son Theodorich, 
whom the Emperour Leo had fent from Conjlantinople with great Gifts. This 

thuAmch Theodorich , being now in the eighteenth year of his Age, got together of his Fa- 
doth wonders. t h er ’ s anc j f uc h as l ove d him, almoft fix thoufand Men , and without his 

Father’s knowledge, palling the Danube, feU upon Babai King of the Sarmatce, who 
was grown proud for a Victory he had got c c cCamundus a Captain of the Romani, 
killed him, and plundering his Houfe, and getting what other booty he could, re¬ 
turned with Victory. Then fell he upon Singidonum , a City which the Sarmatce 
had feized, and getting it into his hands, reftored it not to the Romans, but kept 
it in his own Dominion. 

26. The neighbouring Nations were now fo wafted that no more booty remain¬ 
ed to be got, and the Goths being inured to War were fo diftrefled in Peace, that 
they wanted both Cloaths and Victuals. With a great noife they all flocked to their 
King Theodemir, and prayed him to lead them out into what Quarter he pleafed. 

He lent for his Brother, and cafting lots appointed him to go into that part of Italy 
where Glvcerius aCted as Emperour, and lie himfelf as the ftronger would march 

Wilmir dies, againft tne ftronger Empire, or that of the Eaft. Widemir prefently invaded Italy 
and died, leaving for his Succeflour Widemir his Son, whom with Gifts Glyceritcs 
perfwaded to quit that Countrey, and going into Gall there to join himfelf with the 
Tifigoths his Kinfmen; and with them he made up one Body, and fo they held 
Gall and Spain that no other prevailed againft them. Theodemir the elder Brother 
palled the River Saus, and threatened to make War upon the Sarmatce and others 
if they molefted him in his pafiage; and none daring to oppofe him, he took 
Naifius the chief City of I/lyricum, and fent his Son and other Captains to other 
places, who became Mailers of Vlprana, with Heraclia and Larifia. Theodemir 
yet was not content with this profperous eftate of himfelf and his Son, but leaving 
Naifius with a Garrifon went and laid Siege to Thefialonica, wherein he inclofed 
Clarianus a Patritian fent thither by the Emperour with an Army. Clarianus fee¬ 
ing himfelf unable to grapple with him, fent to him, and by Gifts procured him 
to remove the Siege. Now was a League made betwixt the Romans and him, 
whereby he had given up to him places to plant his Goths in, of hard Names ; as, 
Ceropellce, Europa, Mediana, Petina , Bercum , and others called Siam. There the 
T hoiemir Goths with their King lived in quietnefs ♦ but not long j for Theodemir fell deadly 

fick in the City Cerrce, and having called to him the Goths, and appointed Theo¬ 
dorich his Son to fucceed him, departed this world. 

27. The Emperour Zeno underftanding that Theodorich was King over his Nati¬ 
on was well plealed with it, and fending for him to Conjlantinople , held him in 
great efteem amongft the chief Nobles of his Court. After fome time Jornandes 
tells us farther, that he adopted him for his Son in way of Arms, or to increafe 
his Martial honour, gave him a Triumph in the City at his own charge, and made 
him Ordinary Conful, which was efteemed the chiefeft Good, and the firft Digrii- 
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i 8 The Original of the Goths, 

Seel o tv in the world ; and not onely did he doe this, but creeled alfo a Statue to the 
vJ-v'i iW of i'o '-reat a Man before his Palace, Theodorich thus enjoyed plenty and all 
good things, but knowing his Goths in Illyrkum to be ill at eafe, he chole rather to 
gi't his Living bv labour according to the cuftome of his Nation, than to enjoy the 
w X v{ things of the Romans in idlenefs, when in the mean time his Countreytnen fa¬ 
red meanly. He applied himfelf therefore to the Emperour, and humbly deliring 
liberty to fpeak, demanded what reafon there was why the Weftem Parts, which 
had been fubjedto his Prcdcreflbur, Ihould now lie under the tyranny ot the King 
of the imctlwi and Rug/. He prayed him to fend him and his Nation thither, and 
therein- to rid himfelf of fo great charge; and if by God's afliftence he Ihould fuc- 
cc-c-d in his Enterprize, the Glory would be his. He told him it was better that he 
being his Servant and his Son, if he overcame Ihould hold that Kingdom as by his 
Gift,° than that one whom he knew not Ihould under the yoke of a Tyrant opprefs 
his Senate and part of the Commonwealth with a flavilh Captivity. If he over¬ 
came he would hold it as his Gift, and as by his Favour ; and it he mifcarned, the 
Emperour Ihould lofe nothing but be a gainer by the bargain, being delivered from 
fuch expence as he was at. The Emperour hearing this, though he was forry to 
part with him, vet would not difpleafe him but granted his Requeft, commending 
Trcrdomb'oc. to him the Roman Senate and People. Hereupon Theodorich departed to his Goths, 
M;:!ler and led them into Italy, as we have formerly iliewn ; where befieging Odoacer in 
!: " J ’' Ravenna, he fo ftraitned him, as this fame Authour writes, that he begged pardon, 
which fir It he granted him, and afterward deprived him of Life. And in the third 
year after his lnvafion of Italy, having privately advifed with the Emperour Zeno, 
laying off the Habit of his Nation, he took Regal Ornaments, as one who reigned 
over both Goths and Romans. . 

2.3. Thus we have feen the Original of the Goths, and have drawn down their 
ftorv to their coming to found Kingdoms in the Roman Empire. Concerning their Man¬ 
ners' and Difpoiitions they had their Na$e from being Good as it imports, and Grotius 
hath taken fome pains to prove thatsc' hiey continued when in great power. Of this 
in the courle of our Hiftory we have feen fomething, and more are to fee e’er we 
have done with them. For their aukward Habit take it as Sidonius Apoflinaris&e- 
feribes it. “ They are red with Saffron, they are ihod with high Shoes made of 
The Habit of “ jy an - which reach up to their Ankle-bones: Their Knees, Thighs and Legs are 
a Gt rh. « wit | 10Ut an y covering : Their Garment high and flrait, of divers colours, fcarcely 

' “ reaching to the Hamm flretched out: Their Sleeves onely cover the tops of their 
“ Armc-s: Their Calfocks green, with a red Welt: Their Belts hang on their 
“ Shoulders: Their Ears are covered with wreaths of Locks : they ufe hooked 
“ Lances and milhle Hatchets. Here we cannot but take notice that the Wandals 
and Longohards, or Lombards, were of the fame Original with the Goths. Proco¬ 
pius faith exprefiy that they were Gothick Nations as well as the Gepidat, and he 
had reafon to be inflruded in their defeent, being acquainted with Gelomir their 
The iv.mi.iU King, and the Nobles brought Prifoners to Conflantinople. He tells us the Language 
W the lame o- 0 f t ° e Wandals was Gothick, and doubts not but that they were anciently one People, 
rife 1 clv f 1 diftinguifned in Names, but agreeing in Original and Manners. He relates.that to¬ 
gether with the Goths they came out of their ancient Countrey to the Fen of Maotis. 
Jorn.mdes reckoning up the People of Scandia mentions the Vinoniloth, which,as Gro¬ 
tius obferves, fignities the Pofiellion of the Winoli, lor fo they are alfo calledand 
Winili , and Vinili by fome Authours. Wandal fignifies a Wanderer , who continues 
not in one place; andfo theyfeem indeed for fome reafon to have had the Name: 
and not onely they, but other people in Germany and elfewhere might be fo called alfo 
lor the fame reafon : but no where means thofe Wandals who for fome time held 
Spain and Africk, as we have largely feen, and were fubdued. by Belifarius. 

zy. Of thofe that were originally of Scanzia, part as was laid in old time fate 
down with the Goths at the 1 en of Mteotis. Of them who invaded Spain and A- 
frick the Anceftours in the fpace of a year came from the Ocean where they inhabi¬ 
ted, into Dacia fo much vexed by Incomers. Jornandes faith thefe Wandals were 
called Afdingi. They came into Dacia in the Reign of Aurelius Antoninus the 
Emperour. In the tune of Aurelian they inhabited at the Danube, and making a 
League with the Romans, promifed them Succours. Conftantine gave them part of 
Tamonia, and hence they poured out themfelves into Gall, when Honorius was Em- 
perour. Thence they proceeded into Spain, fuch of them as were called Silingi 
into Bietica, and the reft into Gallcecia and the neighbouring Regions, Godigifchis 
being their King. Gontharis fucceeded him , who fubdued the Alani that then 
were potent in Spain, To Gontharis fucceeded Goivrkk commonly called Genferick 
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the Conquerour of Africk, who confirmed his pofl’effion thereof by a League with Sect 3, 
ValentiLf theEmperour. What things he did and how far he reigned the Rardei 
may remember, as alfo what was done by, and happened to, his Succeflours put m 
Saccount we have given of them in our feond Part; 
confequence concerning them, but what alfo involved the Affairs of the 
we thought it not fit to make a particular Hiftory of that their Kingdom 
£ Africk, which was foon again reduced by Wan. Now we 11*11 onely add 
concerning them farther what Grotius hints, that fome memory of the Domuuon 
of the Wandals in Spain is Rill preferved in the Name of f uhich anC1 ‘ 

ent\y ws Wandalofia, and in the Wandalkk To^se w^s Wandalotk 
And t he Lon- qo. As there might be feveral People which had the Name ot Wandals, trom 
SSS their changing of Seats and Habitations, fo alfo in Germany and elfewhere others 
to whom that ot Longohards was given, from the length of their Beards. But 
to who made fucht noife in the Empire,''and feated themfelves in Italy . from 
whom Lombard y fliltis fo called, were of Scandsa alfo , descended from ithe Geprde, 

J whom, i iGntius obferve right, firft mention* made m the time of IhMa, 
by Profplr Aquitanus. From Prdiopius it appears, that with the to Pa¬ 

rents they had Seats on tills fide the Danube. Paulas Wamotridus writes that they 
wem’caSlrrt Wimli before they had the Name of IfZfardi In the fix* 
year of Jujiin the Emperour the Gepida were utterly crulhed; by them, and to 
Kingdom came to an end. By thefe fame Lombards wzsthe Somin-kw of 
and Mandarins overthrown. After Tiberius had. fucceeded, they came into 

Italy and made Antarick King over them, What progrefs their Atms made there 
in the times ot Tiberius and Mauritius we have feen already, amf how they foun- 
dedaKingdom, and that they held all Italy, in a manner, exceptAow^ and R^em*, 
and continued their Dominion for two hundred years, God willing, we are m fee 
in the particular Hiftory of their Kingdom- But the Goths were their Predecelfoij 
therein, and their Kingdom firft is to have place ; for vve have brought already 
Theodorich into Italy, and there placed him'on the Throne of Odoacer. 
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The fpace of Sixty years. 

j, Doacer being dead , Theodorich eafily made himfelf Mailer °f Ajr/y ; 

M § which done, Dalmatia and Rhcetia, formerly in the Hands or his E- 

Jr nemy, fubmitted alfo themfelves to his Power. Skily was lomething vidcSigonium 
ftubborn and unwilling to acknowledge her new Lord; but by the 
means of Caftodorus his Lieutenant he brought her into fubje&ion peaceably and k 
without bloud-lhed. There remained now onely one Rub to be removed, and that 
had been laid in his way by the ralhnefs and folly of his own Men, who being left 
in Pavia, upon notice oflus Succefs at Ravenna, tranfported with the New?,-flew 
out of that City to congratulate with him ; which the Rugi, who had^ fervid Odoa¬ 
cer perceiving, took the advantage, and feizing on the Town, plundered it with 
all the Coutitrcy adjoining. But the Stars of Theodorich were too powerful! to fuffer 
him to mifcarry in this adventure, and make Ihipwreck of his Fortunes in the very 
Haven - therefore leading his Army down to Pavia, within a few months he eali- 
'ibtodorich re- ly reduced it, ufed his Vidlory with moderation, and by the fequel of his Actions 
•Juceth Pavia. fteSTO j| . that though War feemed to be his Mafterpiece, yet he delightedmot in it 
for its felf, but ufed it as a means to procure a firm and lading Peace. Shaming 
then his Sword and takingthe Sceptre, he firft endeavoured to confirm lus Eftate, 
by Leagues and Alliances with his Neighbour Princes. In the firft place with the 
Emperour, who readily admitted ofhis Friendlhip and Society; then with Clodonee 
King of the Franks, whofe-Daughter Andefleda he defired and obtained jn Marn- 
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Se&. 2. fge. His own two Daughters which he had by a Concubine he bellowed, the 
v/-v-^ one on Alarick King of the Weftrogoths in Gall, and the other on Sigifmund Sondf 
Mafceth Alii- CundobaldKlng of the Burgundians. When he had thus fecured his Government, 

' nces ' both within and without, he fet about the modelling of his Polity, and herein he 
uied the advice and diligence of Aurelius Cajfiodorus, a mod learned man, whom 
he had made a Fatritian , and adorned with the greateft honours of Comes, Conful, 
and Prafeftus Preetorio. Him he retained by him as his Counfellour, both for 
modelling the State, and governing it when he reduced it into form and order. 

By his advice he made new Laws, it’s faid, and reformed bad Cultoms, and by 
his dire&ion, if not his Hand , were written his Letters and Commiflions, the 
choiceft of which he preferved and publilhed in twelve Books dill extant, being 
lo many monuments, not onely of this new Gothick Model, but even of the an¬ 
cient Roman Polity it felf. 

He made very 2 . Indeed the greated alteration which Theodoricb made in Italy feems the wa- 
ontlheGol v ^ n S ^ Imperial Title, and fettling and continuing that which Odoacer had 
vernmenr, ’ begun and alfumed before him. Otherwife the fame torm of Government, and 
the feveral forts of Magidrates he left as he found them : viz. the Senate , Confuls , 
Patritians , Prafefli Preetorio, Prefell of the City , Quajlor, Comes Largit'tonum , 

.Comes Rerum privatarum, Domefiicorum , the Magiflri Militum, Equitum and others, 
as is evident from the forms of their Commiflions, wherein the Nature of their 
Offices is exprefled, and fuller and better than any other Authour now extant, 

(as the Reader may perceive by what he hath already perufed in our Second 
Part, ) to be feen amongd the varia Epiflolce of Cajfiodorus. Thefe Offices with 
others he ordinarily conferred on Romans. Suits and Controverfies arifing in 
the Provinces, if amongd Goths he would have determined by Goths, if amongd 
Romans by Romans, and if betwixt a Goth and a Roman by thofe of both Nations, 
fent down into the Countrey for that purpofe; all which he overlaw himfelf, and 
His way of adminiftred Judice with all Severity and Impartiality. To fuch Heruli andother 
governing ex- Barbarous People,as being brought in by OdWer,defired to continue in the Countrey 
ceiiem. afbgned^ew Seats and Pofieflions, giving thofe they had formerly enjoyed to the 

Goths his Countrevmen. Thofe Italians who had kept their Faith once given to Odoa- 
immutable henofeonely pardoned,but fome of them he promoted to the greated 
Honours. Indeed fuch as broke Faith to himfelf by revolting he abhorred,and ac¬ 
cording to the Roman Law took from them the Power of making Tedaments. 

What Tributes Odoacer had impofed he dill required,and laid anew Imposition up¬ 
on the People called Aspublicuspuhich yet he would remit to fuch as any Calamity 
had rendred infolvent, or as he faw occafion. Following the Example of the late 
Emperours, and Odoacer, he made Ravenna the Seat of his Kingdom, to which 
having now a Title not onely by Conqued, but by the Gift of the Emperour, as 
is faid, and the Confent and Choice of the Senate, he laid afide his own Coun¬ 
trey Habit, and affirmed the Purple with other Enligns of Royalty; to accom¬ 
modate himfelf to the Humour of the Italians, and remove that prejudice which 
different Habits and Faihions might beget in the fancies of the People. And 
though in his Opinion he was an Arian, he not onely not troubled but favoured the 
He obliges all Orthodox, driving every way to gratifie them as he did indeed all his Subjects; 
his Subjedb. as well by the former Methods of Conduit, as by releafing Prifoners, redeeming 
Captives, and other Ads of Clemency and Bounty; whereby all manner of ways 
he obliged his People, and obtained their Love and hearty affedion. 

j. But as humane Councils are imperfed and uncertain, even as all fublunary 
Affairs are fubjedto change and perpetual Incondancy, that he was deficient 
in his Meafures, appeared quickly in one or two particulars. The Burgundians 
having invaded Liguria, had thence led away Captive all the Inhabitants, and 
thereupon the Countrey lay altogether wade, and remained in a defolate Con- 
SomeErrours. dition. He had taken, as formerly was faid, the Benefit of the Law from fuch. as 
had revolted from him, who being very confiderable not onely for their Num¬ 
ber, but Intered and Relations, it made a great didurbance, difeompofed the 
Affairs as well of his Friends as others, and much difeouraged the People in all 
Places. At the Solicitation of Laurentius Bilhop of Milan, and Epiphanius of ' 
Pavia, he publilhed a general Pardon, and thereby feafonably applied a Remedy to 
one of the Didempers, and becaufe there was no Courfe to be taken, for replan¬ 
ting of Liguria out of Italy it felf, which the Wars had fo much exhauded, he 
refolved rather to have empty Coffers than to fuller that Countjrey to lye defolate, 
to be both an Eye-fore, and obnoxious to the Attempts of any Enemy. He 
font Epiphanius whofe Vertues he knew to be much admired by the King of 
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j the Burgundians on an Embafly to him, furnilhed with money for redemption of Se<fb. a. 
the Captives, and he being very welcome improved the advantage afforded by his 
Reputation to fuch an height, that by his Chriftian Eloquence and Fatherly Ex¬ 
hortations, he perfwaded Gundobade' to releafe the Prifoners without Ranfomc. 

The King alledged that it was quite contrary to his Intered, both as a Prince and 
as a Souldier, and granted his requed with this reftridlion, that fuch as had been 
taken in Fight Ihould pay their Ranfome to thofe that took them, led he Ihould 
difoblige and utterly difeourage his Souldiers, by remitting what was their due 
and not his, and taking from them the price of their Lives and Fortunes. Upon 
publication of the King’s pleafure, fo great multitudes returned home, that the 
Towns of Gall feemed to be unpeopled. Out of the Territories of Lugdunum or 
Lyons alone in one day departed four hundred men, and out of thofe of Saxony, and 
the places adjacent, fo many in all as made up the number fix thoufand. Toward 
the fumm that was to be paid for the redemption of fuch as had been taken by 
private Souldiers, Syagria a Woman of great fandlity, and Avitus Bilhop of Vienna. 
contributed : how many thefe were could not be computed, becaufe many of them 
fled away. Alfo in his way homeward, Epiphanius took the City of Geneva , 
whither Godegifal, imitating the King his Brother, difmifled'fuch as were in his 
power; with which ftream as it were, the former great current being enlarged, 
filled all the ways leading into Italy. Epiphanius returned in the Head of them 
as in a glorious Triumph, and coming to Theodoricb obtained a relief of the necef- 
fities of his Captives, efpecially thofe of the better fort. All which Euodius, an eye 
witnefs and fellow Traveller, hath related in the Life of that Bilhop. 

4. But long is it fince we heard any thing of Rome, formerly the Stake of the 
greateft Triumphs, as well as the Seat of Council, and the School of Policy. 

Now at length arriving at the D. year of our Lord, the Eighth of the Emperour 
Anaflafius, and the Eighth of Theodoricb, an Idea and Refemblance of the former 
Triumphs prefents it felf unto us; an Image of its ancient fplendour, and that in¬ 
finite concourfe of people which of old from every Nation flocked unto her when 
mine yetslU received were but her own Citizens and Domefticks. The thing that 
’ draws us thither is a Journey of Theodoricb himfelf, whom we cannot but follow 
in this kind of Pilgrimage undertaken to pay his Devoirs of Admiration to that 
Queen of Cities, of which he had often heard, read much, but had never had the 
contentment to fee her. All Italy at the news of this Progrefs feemed to be mo¬ 
ved, and ambitioufly ready to encourage that zealous refped he bore to the anci¬ 
ent Seat of its Empire and Majefty. There feemed to be a contention betwixt 
thofe that inhabited in and about Ravenna and foch as lived at Rome whether 
they ihould bring, or thefe ihould fetch their King to the City/ With a 
moftfplendid Train, and fuch an appearance as of a long time had not been feen, 
he made his Entry, and was received with incredible joy and applaufe of the CitZ 
zens, who omitted nothing wherein they could doe him honour. At the Court he 
was welcomed by an eloquent Oration, made by Boitius the moil eloquent Scho¬ 
lar and Oratour of this Age, to which he anfwered in a very obliging Speech, 
protelling his ftudy and endeavours for advancement of the Dignity and all poilible 
advantages of the Senate. Thence proceeding into the Circus, as far as the place 
called Palma Aurea, he fpake moft lovingly to the People; which done, he enter¬ 
tained the Senatours at a triumphal kind of Feaft, and gave a Largefs of Corn to 
the Commoners. Several days he fpent in viewing the Antiquities of the City, 
with which his eyes could not befatiated, profeffing that the Forum of Trajan a- 
lone, though to one that faw it every day, could appear no lefs than a miracle 
and that when he had mounted the Capitol, he law all humane wit and policy fur- 
mounted. He took efpecial notice of, and commended the admirable Fabrick of 
the Baths, and the wholefomenefs of the Waters. He grieved to fee the ruines of 
the Buildings, but chiefly of the Walls, to the repairing of which he contributed 
great fumms of money. Neither did his care extend to Rome alone • to all the 
Cities of Italy his munificence reached, wherein he took orderfor building ftrong 
Caftles, and ftately Palaces- andto this end wrote his Letters to all his Subiedls 
’ t0 i •flT? eS to k; Sphered out of their Fields, arid to preferve old Marbles 

winch had formerly been ufed m decayed Houfes. He feemed fo far raviihed with 
the remains °f the Majefty of old Rome, that he faid it was a piacular crime for 
any one who could fix his habitation there, to be lorig abfent. Yet his Affairs 
calling him away he returned to Ravenna, having much quieted the ftirstaifed 
about the elerftion of a Roman Bilhop, which, joyried with his great defire to fee the 
place, had called him thithen t 
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with ordersto wafte thecoaibs of Italy . To.balance his power the better, he en¬ 
couraged Clodonee King of the Franks in , 1 ns Attempts agamft. the (?^and the 
moll to court him del|ned him Conful for the faid year,of which honour its faid 
Should not accept. As for Theodorich, not onely- his demeanou^ toward his 
6 ub S but his rules and methods of waging War 
thofe of the Emperour. His euftome was to be -prefent himfelf m 
except lbme notable matter hindered; and to porchafe^ce not with-Gold and 
Silver, but with Steel and Wood, his Sword and-Bow- The Bdgan, ^homAna- 
flafw had bought oif from wafting his Dominions, haying nothing elfe to doe, 
mfled out of Thrace into P amnia, which wafting and harafhng; at their pleafure, 
they feezed on the City Sirmim. Theodorich having notice could not goe m. perlon 
agalnft them, the Affairs of Italy arid Gall requiring his ftay at home, and his 
£?e to be upon the motions of die Franks and tfe but to preferye 

the place of ? iis Nativity, and keep the War from his own doors, 1 ather thanoUt 
of any refpedb to the Emperour, whole hands were now full with the ferfian War, 

Theodorich re- he fent Petza a » with confiderable Forces, whothe year following very hap- 
duceth Ptimo. piiy f in ilhed the War, recovering both Sirmium out of the hands of the Bulgan,and 

Makes ColotTe- was the mark and badge of their Office. After this Commiliion follows a letter risinitifm 

Tanmnia, acquamting them dmt^ 

hehad made Colo feus their Governour, and requiring them to take .notice of and 

° h 7. Ttobeing a quarrel betwixt Air* King of the Vifigoths in Gall, and Clodo-LaJm 
nee Kin°- of the Franks, and both of them being his near Allies, he omitted no argu- hij}r -^ 
ments to perfwade them to take up the matter, denouncing War m a manner to hDimm 
the aggreflour, and promifmg relief to the opprelfed, as is to befeen m 
colleled by Caffiodorus. As it ufually happens in fuch a cafe he who> was leaf! lik 3 . £f ,, 
in fault, and moft unfit to decide the controverfie by force of Arms gladl) accep-w 
ted the mediation, but he who had more reafon to be confident, rather upon the 
ftrengthof his Sword than thegoodnefs of his Caufe, made Excufes, framed De¬ 
lays, § and in conclufion utterly refufed to be concluded by 
ric/j addrefles himfelf to the Burgundian Ring, as alfo to thofe whocomrtmnded 
the Heruli and Thuringi then inhabiting near the Alpes, and invites them to 
join with him in the Mediation, ufing Arguments drawn from *e Exigency of 
their own Affairs, which would not be a little indangered by fuch SucCels 
the Frank promifed to himfelf. But while thefe Neighbour Princes thus think 
of Mediation and Balancing, Clodonee refolves not to loofe his opportunity bqt 
paffing the Loire begins the War, and in a great and bloudy Battel deprmsAb- 
\ick both of Life and Kingdom, whofe Son Amalanck , things bemg in fo defpe- 
rate a Condition, withdrew himfelf into Spain there to expert when an WW 
nt y of recovering his Eftate fhould be prefented by better Tjrtun^. lbe«h- 
<ends Theudm rich pitying the Condition of the Youth fent Theudas, an Officer of lus ow^ 
to protedl t0 take care of him, and refolved if he could not recover thofe Qtiesof 6, 
s l ain - which were already loft, to prevent the Progrefs of Clodonee, and fecure the re 

w his Proclamation, that the Oftrogoths his Subjects 

lhould be ready by the latter End of June to begin their Journey, clawing them g* 
with fuch Exprdhons as thefe, There is no need of perfmding Gtsths tojfght, ohelj of J[ mjia . 
acquainting them with the thing, which is rather a Pleafure to a warlike-People* In d J iCt n» 
ri/e Confulffiip of Vemntius and Celer, or the DVJ 1 I. Year of our Lord, his Army, fo¬ 
under Command of Hibla a Comes, paffing the Alpes raifed the Siege before 
relieved Arles,and taking in Toloufe,Orange and Marf [dies, left riiat Part txftheCo - 
trey lying upon the Rhone in the Hands of Clodonee, from whom Theedomh was no^ 
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-able to recover it. Sending many TllouCmcls of Prifoncrs to ftw* Sized on Sett. 3. 

fuel, as he recovered,to the ufe of Amalarict his Itfephevy,planing Governour? where .^v 
hefaw occafion as well in Gate inSWWW was. tatel tajvixt the fa.cU»>.i- 
hmk andG ifalerick. But while hethus bulled himfelf in Ga//. Romm; die Comes 

Flyboats, wherein were aboard Eight Thoufand Sddiers, myaded the Coafts of 
ills, as was formerly hinted, and having attached jVmtaP tp no fnrpqfe.got 
good booty and fo retired s whether Jent on purpofe, or on then ownaopord, 

Eto accounts it uncertain, though ito»«i*» Woce dm they were fent by 

AmfiaCuts, Mii' d °f h n,st fcem l ,rpbablc tlla f r 0 ^'5 T • m ?“i d !? 

Sea withfo great a Power without the Knowledge and Approbation of thePrmce. 

,, .. Theodorich having little or no Divetfion given lum hereby, the Year folioWDg 
sml. aple Number of Gepilos to reinforce his Gamfons in Gall, aqd took fpe- 

cWeate S that in their Paflage through l&ria, and tljefloRnttey of"the -.Feaeti, 
thevfliould dpe no injury to the Tp tips Bmpq& he d«etel his/.s-E/as,,.- 

Letters vet extant to Veratws Sale to fee them keep gogd Order in their March,. 
andwroteto the Army ii (elf, acquainting them that he was once m.nded to 
K h,e them Provifions for their Journey m Specie, but awards cpnfi*nng 
that Visuals cither might not conveniently be had, o.r., 4 fe fpoiled by the,way, 
he had now ordered them three in Gold by the >veek 5 a fmall Allowance one 
would think, or elfe his Forces were not very numerons . •• ■ 

8. Theodorich having allowed his Gepidje three Sohdi % jtfeek for.then Paf- 
fase cravely, and like a Prince that .was fplicitous for. p good of his People, 
admonilhed them by Letters to carry theinfelvcs mderately, wUs became 
thofe that fought for the Safety of ^ Italy, mthey muring Pec ? ng; : :by 
Convenience alone, and aqcuftomed to peprecjations, couJd,i|Qt keep^pr tods 

from pillaging the Inhabitants of the Cottiw Alpes in.theu ym whieli Mifde- Pr^tf, 
meanour -touched the King^s.near as rfhejphis o.w.nPeifqn ; ha| been the Suflfe- 
He pardoneth „ fl o a prudent Prince who ought-to neglect : nis .Profit for a time, rather >v .marM. 4. 

than utterly to loofe his Revenue, he caufctli his Lqtters to be written to fy.tf. 
Mdlionto FauftHS tiljwpofitus, 'or Prafetips Pratorio (to whom l^e giveth.tjie ^itje of. 
the inhabu /;/ Magniicentiawf wherein he lets him know that ,he remitted to, the 
SL^ feid Inhabitants of the 4 ^ Cott\a> tfie pu^lick Money payable m the third Jn- 
P didion He compares the Army to a fttveiy winch .thpugh it doe much good 
flowing in its own; peculiar Chanel, yet mlargeth its Paflage and dpeflvrouch 
Mifcliief, when it rileth beyond its due Proportion, hearmg down all before 
it. By. the third InMm is meapt the.third Year infift^en, according to yffijch 
Number the Emperours computed tlje times, after that the reckoning ; by rile 
Olympiads came to be obfplete, Who : began ,?his Computation is uricemv, * s 
commonly aferibed to Cenftantme the fireat ; .bytCedyenifs .\yijlhave ft: invented by 
M o.,i- Theodofus. of thofe whQ;f^th§riton.c^//M 

Dions about 0 f the Indi^ipiis from .his-Yi^ory pypr 'Max,eni/ t us, Jofeph M4Wf f reaj 

the Origma 1 q^jejon G f .his, Munera Qmngumal™ f° the .time of Jn? thi)}fes;.^e 

ofiiSons Number of fifteen was.invented. Afa^^a^rms ( thqri£heneis,np .reoj^onip&.pf tided 

Years by the Indi^ions to be found before the feyenth Y^r pf Whpreirvne 312. 

overcstroe 

nothing pf them,.nor dp r an}’iEcclefiffticnj 

iCouncil-Tiirider^Wtthe'&cgedpur of.^yfe^n; ,but ; from 

•nifeftly iappe?ts rhat-fromthe fa^yopohflciprof. 
of himfelf, 

9. Now fprebetter underft&ndhiglh^m^terjit.^ t^,^Me|aJ,tiiatthel 9 f 4 «i- 

nns were-famoMifot 

Tax, aridtheiSupputationnhYears or Riftiniftion oftimes. •. In tefpect pi the.iMftj 
' .they feeni ofaimuch earlier ; Rate i^an the -Cmfiantifte,. .arid introdubed f .by 

Auguflus C.tffar, -who, as Dion Cajfiusw'mfah A httle befpreQunSayipur s-Brith 
' began a >Referiptipn pr Tax; firft.pf fuch,as lived in Italy,,$p>d • w . er f worth- 

eentiaSeJimia,^ mfttingthen fuch as were .not fo rich, pr inhabited the Praymces, L IWi 
ibr.feflrioRfofucreiaions. Erprii. wliich ffiortly after being delivered .by geYettle- 
ment of ibis A^irs,when hisTteafury was now very low, hejmpofed the Tax upon 
■ all the Wcrid.. .Perceiving ( that Commotions might hereupon- be raifed, feyeral 
- • perfqnsiwere fertt away into feyerai ProyinbeSjtp look to the Peace,and amorigft tfie 

reft Sulpkiusicymm was takcnjfrpm liis Attendance upon Ca/us Cafar, and chf- 
•patcheddntor^i M IpU/us being apppjntqd Governour to young Cafar m his 
.room. That in this fenfei.Indi<ftions were not of a much later .date, appears 

from 
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Sedt 2 from j hlianus and Paulas the Lawyers, from what they anfwer concerning Lands 
obnoxious to this Indidion or Payment. But what fort of Payment this was or 
how it was fefled, whether by Poll or a Tax upon the Eftate, hath been doubted. 

It’s moll probably conjedur’d that it was levied both ways, at firft, a certain 
Eftate in Land and a certain Age (though various at feveral times ) being re¬ 
quired of thofe that paid it. For the Chief Colledour took notice of all Per- 
fons who were to pay and who not, and at what time they had already begun 
or were to begin to pay, regiftring their Names. The Syrians , as appears from 0/.3.* 
Ztlpian , were obliged to pay Tribute, the Males at fourteen and the Females at^" Xi 
twelve Years of Age, or the time of Puberty. Afterward, the way of payment 
by Poll called Capitatio , came to be more diftinguiih’d from the Land Tax called 
Jugatio, and that in the time of Zllpian. 

10. Granting then that the Inductions,as they noted orimpofed Payment of Mo¬ 
ney,were before the time of Conftantine, yet that fo anciently they were made ufe of 
for Supputation of times doth not any where appear. But how Ihould they come 
to comprize the Period of fifteen Years, or fo many together to be called the firft, 
fecond,third Indidion and fo forward,till the fifteenth be reckoned, and then to be¬ 
gin again? Some with Scaliger guefs the reafon to have been,becaufe Conftantine rec¬ 
koned from his Quinquennalia to his Vicennalia. Others, as Paulus Petavius , be¬ 
caufe Men being not fefled of old, till they werefourteen Years old complete, the 
Sefs or Tax could not be laid or eftimated but for fifteen Years at moft, thofe 

who Ihould be taxed at the next fifteenth Year being yet unbprn. And Baro- VidcBmn. 
nius cannotpoflibly (he faith) aflign any other reafon than this, that whereas 
fixteen Years were formerly required for a Soldier to ferve before he could chal¬ 
lenge a Million, Freedom from the Capitatio , or the Privilege of the Emeriti, 
Conftantine , who had much kindnefs as he himfelf profefleth for the Veterane Sol¬ 
diers, cut this term fhorter by one Year, and appointed fifteen for their Service. 

That all thefe fifteen Years Ihould be reckoned by fo many Indidions thence proba¬ 
bly came to pals, becaufe of every of thefe Years Annona indieebatur, Provifions ei¬ 
ther in Specie or in Money were impofed and laid upon the Provinces by Re- 
fcript or Edid of the Prince, and fo they were called Indidions al indicendo; 
care being taken by feveral Laws, that before the beginning ofthelndidion, true 
and Authentick Breves Ihould be made for prevention of Fraud and Cheating 
in the Colledours. Hence this Indidion came to be called Diftributio and Fufto. 
Baronius farther conjedureth, that the Reafon why the Indidions began on the 
twenty fourth of September was, becaufe that thenHarveft being every where got 
in, the Emperours were wont at that time to inditt, impofe or lay the Taxes upon 
the feveral Provinces. But Petavius affirms that the beginning of an Indidion was 
the fame with that of a Year, and that thereupon the Romans computed their In¬ 
didions from after the Winter Solftice, but the Greeks from the firft new Moon 
after the Autumnal Asquinodial, who having not their Months fixed as had the 
Romans but movelble, and their firft Month beginning with the firft New Moon 
after the Autumnal AEquinodial, which moft commonly happened on the twenty 
fourth of September, it came to pals that theRoman Indidion had a divers Epoche from 
that of the Greeks. The Emperours thatfucceeded Conftantine followed the Greek Ac¬ 
counts alfo did their Subjeds; but the Bilhopsof/towe always obferved their own, 
and ftill retain,we are told, their ancient Cuftome. The Indidions were fo notable, 
and the Supputation by them, that it was very convenient to make this Digreflion 
upon them. But of their beginning diverfly in divers Countries we have fpokenin 
our fecond Part,* Let us return to the Kingdom and Government of Theodoricb. 

11. For the Year following or the DXI. of Our Lord, in the fourth Indidion, 

Feeiix made Theodoricb to oblige the Countrey of Gall, and reward the Virtue of Foelix a de- Cojjal w-i. 

Saundinut! Irving Perfon of that Nation, joined him in the Confulfhip with Secundinus , who pa^Ai* 
was named for the Eaft. Concerning this Perfon he wrote an Epiftle Commen -jimbf 
datory to Anaftaftus the Emperour, ftill extant, for - his approbation, together 
with another direded to Foelix himfelf, both Commonitory and in way of Com- ' ‘ 
million. Herein he commends him for his frugality, which had inabled him to 
undergoe the Expences of the Dignity to which he doth alfo incourage him, 
they being great. For the fame Year and the fame fourth Indidion he made Ar- 
golicus Prefed of the City, that he might, as he tells him in his Patent, fucceed 
to his Father’s Honours, bidding him confider how great a matter it was in the 
beginning of his Preferments to have grayheaded Rome committed to his Govern¬ 
ment, and charging him to carry himielf fo juftly, modeftlyand generoufly, that 
he might no way difgrace his Employment, but maintain his Dignity amongft fo 

many 
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many grave and undemanding Perfons as the Roman Senate afforded. In ano- ~ 

ther Epiftle he commands him to give all furtherance to one John, with whom v^v~s> 
he had agreed for cleanfing the common Sewers of the City of Rome K concerning 
the prodigious Magnificence of which he fpends many words, affirming that 
they exceeded even the Miracles of other Cities. In a third he orders him to ibid.Ep.zo. 
give leave to Paulinas a Patritian to re-edifie the publick Store-houfes, which 
were'fallen down for Age and want of Care, that they might be prefervcd for 
the ufe of Pofterity. About the fame time he wrote to the Senate of Rome, and 
having allured the Fathers,-that as he took care for redrefling all grievances, 
efpecially fuch as concerned their City, fo he could not but mind them of feve¬ 
ral Omiftions, which by Information of divers well meaning Perfons were come 
tWotc/j re- to his knowledge. As that the waters of the Form* were now made ufe of to 
prebends the turn Mills and to water Gardens* that the Hayes appointed’by.Princes to that 
Vnc* fervice were feized and employed by private Men, and that Brafs and Lead 
which had made Eternal Jones King of Tbejfaly, and Midas King of Phrygia their 
firft Inventours, being employed by adorning the Walls, were pilfred away and 
imbezelled. He tells them therefore that lie had lent one John, ( probably the 
fame with the other) to have information, concerning thefe matters, and bids 
them join with him, to promote that for which they of their own accord 
ought to have petitioned, 

Do«h feveral i 2. Being now much intent upon Ads of Charity and Publick Works,as he had ibid. lib. %. 
Adis ofCha- before been kind to the Gr i vafiani and Pontonates, he remitted the Tribute of this E P- >-• & +=■ 
rit F fourth Indidion to the Inhabitants of Arles, who endured the penury of that 
glorious liege as he exprefleth it, and with them to all in Gad under his Power, 
giving many reafons to Gemellus to whom the Order is direded, for his dea¬ 
ling fo favourably with that People; but chiefly this, that rather the Equity of 
their Caufe, than good Nature induced him fo to doe. About this fame time he £/. 34. 
fent one Maradas a Comes, to proted and defend thofe of Marfelles from all 
Ads of Violence and Oppreflion, commanding them to receive and obey him in 
fuch Capacity. The year following forefeeing in what danger Italy might be 
through the many Excurfio'ns and Depredations made by the Northern Nations, 
and confidering how he himfelf had lhewn the way, to any that would invade 
thefe Quarters, he caufed the Caftle of Veruca fituate upon the River Atlefis to be 
fortified. Moreover at this time, as Sigonius will have it, he married his Sifter 
Amalafreda to Trafamund the Vandal King of Africk , as alfo his Neice to Her- 
minfred Ring of the Thuringi. And taking notice of Symmachus a Patritian, how 
excellent an Archited he was, and how induftrious he had been in adorning the 
Suburbs of Rome, with private Buildings, he thence takes occafion to perlwade 
him to imbrace a more Noble Subjed of his Abilities, in repairing the Ancient 
Theatre, which through Age, the confumer of all things, was fo much de¬ 
cayed. In the Letter the King, or rather Caftiodorus, fell into a Rapture, when cajjiod v.tr 
he confiders the force of time, which one would have thought, fliould focner L % Epfu 
have worn out Mountains than fo ftrong and admirable a Fabrick. Having ad¬ 
mired its arched Roofs, he tails into a Difcourfe of the Original of Theatres, be- 
Thc Original caufe he hath to doe with a Learned Man. He tells him that when of old, 
of Theatres. Countreymen in Feftivals were wont to facrifice in their Groves to feveral Deities, 
the Athenians firft brought up this Countrey pradice into the City, calling that a 
Theatre in the Greek Language,which may be expreflfed in Latin by the word Vifo- 
rium, as which at a diftarice, and without any impediment might be feen by the 
People. The Front hereof was called Scona, from the darkeftlhade of the Grove, 
where, at the Spring, Shepherds were wont to fing their Songs to feveral tunes. 

In thofe times flourilhed Mufick and Sage Sentences of thofe moft prddent Ages,but 
afterwards this honeft Difcipline,avoiding the Converfation of naughty Perlons out 
ofModefty, retired. 

13. Thence he comes to fliew both whence the Tragedy and Comedy received 
their Names, _ to fpeak of the Mufes, the Mimas and Pantomimus, wherein we muft 
not follow him, and at length tells Symmachus, that whether it fliould bethought 
fit to underprop the Fabrick or repair it by new. Buildings, the Expenie ihould 
be out of his Chamber, both that the Archited might be renowned for fo good 
a work, and Antiquity feem decently repaired in his own time. And this we 
thought fit to inlert, that the Reader may fee the generous Humour of Theo¬ 
dor ich, and the Learning of Caftodorus though a little arieded, whofe ftyleis not 
fo much barbarous as was the time, wherein Latin through long continuance, 
which altereth all things, and much more through the mixture of foreign andexo- 
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Theodoricb le- 
mirs Tribute 
to the C.vn- 
p.iniiun be¬ 
came of the 
Eruption of 
Vefuvitts. 


tick words if we look at the true idiome and phrafe, was quite changed from it 
felf and acknowledged its valTalage and fubjedrion to the barbarous Northern Na¬ 
tions as well as the Cities and the Countrey it felf. And hereof this learned and 
worthy perfon was fo fenfible, that in his Preface to his Epiftles he both acknow- 
ledtrcth it, and deprecates the difdain and indignation of his Reader. Tins lame 
yea” fo fruitfull in ads of Clemency and Magnificence, Theodoricb did ftill more 
good in remitting to the Inhabitants of Campania the Tribute they were wont to 
pay and this he did in confideration of the lofs they had fuftained by the eruption 
of the Hill Vejuvius. Concerning this there is a Letter or Order extant direded 
to Fanfins the Prefed, wherein he tells him that the Campanians having received -4 ' *' 5 “ 
this damage had petitioned him to that effed. That he was ready to grant their 
requeft, it he could be rightly informed of the accident, and how to judge of the 
particular damages done thereby. He commands him to fend fome perfon of appro¬ 
ved fidelity into the Territories of Nola, or Naples, to furvey the Grounds, and take 
an eftimate of the lofs, that he might know howto make a proportionable allow¬ 
ance out of theTribute. , .... „ , 


i j Then doth he tell the Hiftory, and recount the fad circumftances and effeds 
of tile ufual Eruptions. He premifeth that the Countrey, left it fhould enjoy per- 
led felicity,was continually allarmed with that calamity, yet was it not fo terrible 
as elfe it would have been, becaufe it gave fair warning of the impendent and ap- 
a Defrription preaching mifchief. For fuch ftrugglings and motions there were within, that 
ofitiErupti- Vapours breaking out with a mighty noife terrified allround about the place. 
on - The Air, faith he, is all thickened and darkened with that footy Exhalation, fo 

that it gives notice of its riling to all Italy. Alhes throughly calcined flie through¬ 
out the great Sea, and terrene Clouds being gathered, it rains drops of Dull in 
the tranimarine Provinces: it being then clearly difcovered how' much Campania it 
felf fuffas when the mifchief is felt in another part of the World. You might 
there behold, as it were, Rivers of Dull to run along the ground, and dry Sand 
to flow with fervent violence, as if it had been liquid ftreams. You would be 
amazed to fee the plain Fields fwell as high as the tops of Trees, and thofe Mea¬ 


dows fadly wafted with hot Embers which lately by their pleafant greennefs al¬ 
lured the Eye. That everlafting Furnace belcheth forth purple but barren 
Sand which though aduft with continual burning, yet caufeth to take Root 
and fru&ifie thofe feveral Seeds or Stalks it receiveth, and with great celerity re¬ 
paired] what it had formerly wafted. What ftrange Exception is this to the gene¬ 
ral rule and courl'e of Nature, that one Mountain lhould roar to fuch a degree, that 
fo many parts of the World lhould be terrified by the change of the Air; and 
that fo it lhould caft about its own fubftance that yet it fhould receive no lofs nor 


diminution! It bedews the Regions far and near with Dull; vomits out heaps 
upon the Neighbourhood, and yet this Mountain, exhaufted by fo many and fo 
great evacuations, continues to be an Hill for fo many Ages. Who would believe 
fo great pieces of Earth, lying in the plain, lhould have bubbled up out of fo pro¬ 
found depths, and no otherwife than as light Chaff fpit or blown out of the 
Mountain’s mouth ? Elfewhere great Mountains burn privately, and in their 
own place; here almoft the whole World muft know of the matter. Wherefore 
feeincr that the Inhabitants are not to be credited in a thing which may be atteft- 
ed by the Univerfe, let your prudence make choice of a man who may both re- 
hearfe them,and prevent all fraudulent and furreptitious dealings. Thus doth Cab 
fiodoras though in an odd fort of Latine elegantly defcribe and paint out to the life 
all the Accidents of this Erudation, which, and that defervedly, makes Barmins M Am. w 
reprehend John Bodin for taxing Procopius of lightnefsand inconfideration, in that 
he writes how the Alhes of another Eruption flew as Far as Confiantmople. 
aD efcription i v. This too famous Fefuvius takes its rife from a pleafant and open Champion msfa* 
oi Vefuvius. (being made or nourilhed of Earthquakes and Burnings) where the pleafant - 
betus empties its Waters into the bolome of the Tyrrhenian Sea, and that in the 
lower part of Campania the Happy, a Countrey never fufficiently commended lot Lucc^J 
its admirable fertility, in which refpedt Pliny calls it the place of perpetual can- . ^ 
tention betwixt Ceres and Bacchus , and by Merula it is ftyled the Paradife i ol&. 
Italy. This Mountain,or Hill rather, elevates its felf for about four miles,its lngheft 
top not being one mile perpendicular from the Sea, in compafs about twenty four, 
foieparated from all other Hills as if it fcorned their conjunction and alliance, or 
rather they were afraid of it as a dangerous Neighbour. The skirts of it are lefet 
with fruitfull Vines, beautifull Trees, pleafant flowers, and wholefomeHerbs, all 


over but where it looks upon the Eaft, which fide being either originally, or 

through 
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through the accellion of this new adventitious Earth, more fteep than the other, Sett. 3. 
bears onely wild Trees and brufliy matter. On the top it is divided, or rather 
incompafled with another hollow Hill, fhaped in the figure of an Half Moon, from 
which it is parted but' with a fmall Valley or Plain called the Atrium, it being 
probable that anciently it was all united in its felf, and plain and even, as both 
Strabo defcribes it and Dion CaJ/ius witnefTeth; in procels of time this divifion be¬ 
ing made by Stone and Afhes, which it vomited out of its own Bowels. From 
this Plain, as well the one as the other of thofe higheft Ridges, is l?arren, naked, 
and all covered with Afhes and broken Stones, which continually rowl downward, 
which makes it very difficult to climb up, fo high, as to come to the profpedt of 
the ancient Vorago or Hole, although there grows Broom, which affords fome 
ihelter againft the Torrent, and here and there caufeth better footing. 

Of theCoun- 1( s. At this day the Mountain is incompaffed with a well peopled Countrey, 

trey about it. and noble an[1 e i egant cities, adorned with rich and fumptuous Edifices, and in 
many places with large and ftately Palaces, each whereof feems rather the Habi¬ 
tation of a King than the Pleafure-Houfe of feme private Noble, nan ; fo rich are 
they in their Furniture, exquifitcin their Fabrick and Workmanfhip, and delici- 
oufly feated amongft Gardens, Grotto’s and Fountains. But as nothing is perfect 
in this World, but the belt and moft pleafant things fubjedt to change and incon- 
ftancy, Campania the Happy is in this refped unfortunate, that it fofters fo great 
a milchiefin its own bofome, which Time, the finilher as well of miferies as plea- 
fures, hath had no power to conquer and fubdue.... Whether this Fire find matter 
within the Bowels of the Mountain it felf, or rather burning below in fome infe- 
riour Valley makes onely a paffage through it, and a vent for difcharging the Va¬ 
pours and Afhes which arife from the bituminous matter, Sulphur and other Mine¬ 
rals lying in the Countrey round about, and by it^hot Fountains and otherwife gi¬ 
ving arguments of terreftrial Fire's, as Seneca was of opinion, it’s not our W'ork here Ef.io.it fu 
to enquire. If we could tell the Reader when either the Eru&ations of this Moun- m. . 
tain or zAAna began, it would be more proper to our Defign; but here we are de- 
ftitute of Intelligence; for the inward caufe having been the fame in all Ages , 
many fuch Accidents may have happened before thefe Monuments of Antiquity 
received their Being, which communicate to us the moft ancient Obfervations a- 
bout this Countrey. It’s fcarcely worth the while to take notice what the preten¬ 
ded Perofus of Annius tells us, that in the laft year but one of Aratius the Sixth, 

King of Ajjyria , Italy burnt for many days in three feveral places about the Iflri, 

Cymei and Fejuvii, and that thefe places were by the Janigeni called Paleufana , 
that is, the burned Region. 

17. This is indeed agreeable to the Etymology of the word Vejuvius , fignify- 
ing Fire or Spark, in the Greek Tongue, as a late Writer tells us, in which refped 
the Volfci in their ancient Speech called it Vesbia, which as thofe who are skilled 
in that Language affirm, is the fame with Fire. Several others write of the An¬ 
tiquity of thefe Fires proceeding from this Mountain, and whence the Countrey 
lhould be called Campi Phlegrai, but when they firft began, they do not take up- 

Thc feveral E- on them to tell us. Diodorus Siculus and Strabo feem to fpeak of them as having 

ruptionnvhen. happened in times remote, fuch as they had heard and read of, and the Hole and 
Alhes onely demonftrated to the eye, that formerly fuch things had been. 

This perhaps was alfo the reafon, why Pliny who was fo 'diligent in reckoning up 
the feveral places of this nature, yet makes no mention of this though it was fo 
near him, and his curiofity at length, to pry into the myfteries of fo great a won¬ 
der, brought him to his end. But he intended onely to make mention of fuch 
as continually vomited forth their flames , which this Vesuvius doth not * and 
perhaps it might have fmoaked in his time, but becaufe it did not much enda- Annul, l. 5. 
mage the neighbouring Countrey he palled it over in filence. To be fare, Tacitus, 
defcribing the pleafantnefs of the Ille of Capri, the place of the fenfual and volup- 
tuous retirements of Tiberius , fpeaks of this Hill as not having formerly done that quamtimsar- 
mifchief, which it did afterward in the time of Titus. Hence Writers conclude, 
that before the time of Tiberius there happened no fuch burnings as to deftroy the *Mceftpam. 
natural beauty of the Mountain, at leaft had not been fo long a time as fuffifed to f ineis . Hindis 
the reparation of it. And this they inforce from a Verfe of * Martial, which feem- fof"/ “i.nhr. 
eth to hint at fome fuch thing. 105. F * ’ 

18. John Boccace fpeaking of Vejuvius, tells how it broke out into flames before Lib. di Mm- 
the reign of Titus in the time of Nero, having firft font forth a thick fmoak, which 

ended at laft in a ihower of Alhes that filled all Campania , and the Sea it felf. 

Seneca fpeaking of this very time, which fell in the LX V. year of our Lord, in the ^ L 6 ‘ 
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c h Confulfliip of Regains and Virginias, and on the fifth of Telrmry, makes no men- 
^■ 3 ; rionnta oftte burning out Sftl,at pommeus Earthquake which ruraedagreat 
mrt o fcmlX and mSch endamaged all the Countrey. It’s fuppofed therefore 
S J,« miftakes the Name of the Emperour, althougvthe expenence of mo- 
e n times aflhreth us, that fuch Earthquakes are orduiarily accompanied with.E- 

nwions of Vifmm. But to be fure fixteen years after, about the yrar of our 
Lord LXXXI in the time of Titus, happened fucli an one as could not be con- 
cSed IfTeffeia being fo lharp, as made thofe that lived in that time both to 
feel and fpeak. Of this have written Tlsuy jmur, Suetaam, Zonaras, Orafm, 

Valerius Flaccus, Statius , Silius Italieas, Martial, Aafemus Eufelm and 
7 » fl-mnerp were the accidents, circumftances and efledts of thisE 

gives an Abftraft of them but 
Xia/h/iK theEpitomizer of Dio is more exprels, who having lirft defcribed the 
Mnunr, i n -in Tchen the ordinary and common ligns and effeds of its conllagrati- 
^“Xms teXy "thing in coupon of what happened at this 

Tta ,lr«df«a t ‘Tp. Before the Eruption a great number of “f’f.'countteylndnefehbomSg 
one i« the time nnts its faid were feen to wander about the Hill, the Countrey g g 
<«■*"»■ ci L both b^dav and night. After followed a very great drough , and pre- 

the Day turning^ mto Nighty aftKe itimes, thought 'the 

jlE^ 

presentation or me , , , Wor y now returned into its ancient Chaos, 

med to, be ’“tfumd"bySe-ySuuwUUngtodie, aud covetous of.Life, when 

luhabitaujs alive as thqr were "ot to Mention the neater 

^“fot^*itfoth£ed and darken^ the Air there that the 

Iss^ssssss® 

igSM^ 
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have burned, and others that from this time it became forked or horned at the Sect. 3, 
Top Ecclefiaftical Writers make ufe of it to exprefs the Infernal Fire, and par- 
ticularly our Learned Dodor Jackfon upon .the Creed affirms 1 this burning of ^ 
Vefuv'm to have been as a Beacon to give warning to all Flem, and from the 
admirable Conformity betwixt the Predictions of the Prophet and the Nar- 
ration of Pliny, he doubts not to fay that now was fulfilled that Prophecy, U • 2 ' 3 ' 
mil (hew Wonders in the Heavens , and on the Earth , Blond and Eire and Pillars 
of Smoak, as alfo that this was the beginning of the terrible Day of the Lord 
foretold by the Prophet, wherewith the World was a long time lhaken by fits, 
as it were by a deadly fever, as may appear from the like Calamities in Trajan’s 
time, recited by Dion Cajfius. . ; . . . 

21. The next Eruption of this fubterraneous Fire that is taken notice of, Imp- Da Prodigii:, 
pened in the time of Severus- and as Lycofthenes guelTed in the Year CCIII. and l - z - 
the tenth of that Emperour. The Hiftorian relates that now Vefuv’m Ihmed 
with mighty flames, and roared with fo huge a Noife that the found reached as 
far as Capua ; this being poflibly the time whereof Galen writes, that a great 
Quantity of Allies was carried from it as far as the Sea. The next breaking forth 
p. of this combuftible matter was in the time of Diodefi.m, about the Year CCCY. 
when it flew over all Europe, if Maiolus be to be credited, who writes that the 
Fire was extinguiflied by the Prayers of St. Januarius, how truly, feeing no other L.1.0J. 16. 
Authours make mention of this Eruption, we lhall not enquire. Of that which r 
followed nextafter.and happened onthefixth of November iathe Year CCCCLXXI. 
many Authours have written. We are told that adjoining Towns and Regions 
were laid wafte by this burning, and that fuch a Fear and Confirmation feized 
the People, that they betook themfelves for many Years to Supplications and 
Proceflions, that they might avert the Wrath of Almighty God. Befides what 
happened in this Year two other Eruptions are fpoken of-in the CCCCLXXII. 
and CCCCLXXIII. of Our Lord, which fome conjecture to have been one and 
the fame, and that it either continued or broke out at feveral times for fo long 
together. However the matter flood in reference to time, moft dreadfull were 
the Accidents of this, orthefe Conflagrations. Marcellinus affirms the day to have 
been turned into Night, and that all Europe was covered with the fmall duft 
which flew about in the Air, and the Inhabitants of Conftantinople , to prevent 
the like Judgment for the future, kept an Anniverfary day of Prayer and Sup¬ 
plication the fixth of November. This confirms what Procopius relates of the 
flying of the Allies as far as that City, for which he is ralhly taxed by Bodin , 
though Leo the Emperour was ftruck with fuch Confirmation, that he could 
not reft quiet in the Town, but went and fojourned at Mamantis, and thefe 
Allies were blown into Africk as far. as Tripoli if not in the fame Year, in 
that which followed. The next Conflagration was that which gave occafion to 
this Difcourfe, and happened in the Days of Theodoricb, which ten others have 
followed in fucceeding Ages. But the greateft by far as can be known was, that 
which fell out lately in the Year M. DCXXXI. on the fixteenth of December, the Domrdiu , 
manner whereof and the direfull EfFeds, are deferibed m the Italian Language by git Proto *_ 
Gioviano di Lucca, a Dodor of the Laws and Apoftolical Protonotary as he is tario Apfto- 
ftyled, who hath taken pains to colled out of Hiftory all the other Conflagrati- j^ Hipolifer 
ons mentioned. But we have made too long a Digreflion, which the remarkable* Secondino 
nefsof theSubjed extorted. Bgnugbtio. 

22. Spain being now at this time held, and governed by the two feveral 
Interefts of Gifalarick and Amalarick , the two Gothick Kings, the former it feCms 
not content with his fhare; refolved to have all or none, and for that purpofe 
„ took Arms againft his young Neighbour. But his Defigns were notfo deeply 
laid, nor his Preparations fo quick and furpizing, but Theudas the Governour or rbeMaii, 
Protedour of Amalarick ealily difcoVered them, and was fo well provided, that im V' 
he gave him Battel and a great Overthrow, and forced him to quit the Countrey. ' a 
Gifalarick betook himfelf to Trafamund the Vandal King of Africk, who kindly 
entertained him, and jealous of the Power of Theodoricb fupplied him with Mo¬ 
ney. This Theodorich much ftomached, and wrote a Letter tp him, wherein he 
upbraided him With ingratitude; in that, having been fo obliged by him he re¬ 
quited him by entertaining his Enemy. He had honoured him, by bellowing 
his own Sifter on him in Marriage; Whereas he had given but his Daughters or 
Nieces to other Princes: which Siller he extolls not fo much for her high Birth and 
Quality, though Ihe. was defeended of the Stock of Amalus, as the Excellency of 
her Mind, being a Woman equal to him her Husband in Prudence, and not fo 
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Sec> 2 confiderable for her Royal Eftate, as admirable for her rare Policy and Councils. , 
He admonilhethhim ferioufly to confider of the Injuftice he had done; left thejfrp 
King of Italy fhould be provoked to doe fomething, which might manifeftly Aiyf: 
break that good underftanding, and peace that had been formerly betwixt them, 
for as much as an unlooked-for Injury, and the finding of Treachery where one 
expetted Friendfliip and good Offices cannot be endured. He defires him to give v 
heed, to what he had ordered his Ambafladours to fay to him by word of mouth. 
Gifalarick (or Gefaleck') it feems by this Letter,having got what fupply of Money he 
defired, was gone into other Countries to find out fome good Advantage for re¬ 
covery of his former and better Fortunes. Yet Trafamund excufed himfelf fo 
plaufibly, that he gave full and abundant fatisfacftion to Theodoricb, which he 
exprefleth in another Letter publiflied by Cajftodorus next' after the former, 
wherein is mentioned alfo a Prefent of Gold fent by the Vandal King. This Fcimm 
Theodorich refufeth to accept, exprefling what great delight he took in reftoring it, Jg. S 
and fome Vanity, infetting forth Iris own Commendations for fo doing, concluding ^ 

with an Exhortation to his Brother-in-Law to be more cautious and exad for 
the time to come. In the mean time Theudas , by his order, governs all Spain in 
the Name of Amalarick. 

Cnffiodorus 23. The year of Our Lord DXV had M. Aurelius Cajftodorus Senatour for Con- 
made Confui. 0 f w i lom we have already fpoken, and by whole means and procurement 
we have difcourfed fo much other matters, efpecially of Italy , and the Weftern 
Provinces. To fo high a Dignity he did not come per faltum, or leaping over the 
Heads of fuch as were tar above him, through the wantonnefs of Fortune, but by 
degrees and as Vertues themfelves are wont to increafc, for fo Theodorich his Ma- . ^ 
fter exprefleth it in his Letter to the Senate. His firft ftep in preferment was the HE iff 
Comitiva privatarum, which Office having managed prudently, innocently and 
. without'Corruption, he was advanced to the Comitiva facrarum Largitionum. Ha¬ 

inanving in this place alfo demeaned himfelf with fuch Moderation, that lie (hewed 
what was juft and equal, both by his Example and Precepts under the former 
King, by Theodorich he was preferred to the Dignity of Praetor, in difeharge of 
which Truft, having left a pattern of Modefty and Moderation to fuch as fhould 
come after,he came to be Correttor of the Brutii and of Lucama his own Countrey. 

At length he arofe to the Dignity of Prafettus Precloriopts alfo the fupreme Honours 
of a Patritian and Confui difeharging the Office of Secretary ftill as appears by the 
Letter lately mentioned, wherein afwell as in that which precedes it he is commen¬ 
ded, though truly, for the greatnefs of his Family, the honourable Anions of his 
Anceftours, and his own Perfonal Vertues. But it was the Cuftome for Princes 
to extoll their Candidates,and blazomtheir Vertues and great Achievements to the 
Senate, that they might feem not to have conferred Dignities and Preferments, 
upon unfit and undeferving Perfbns. 

Theotioridi 14. About this time, it’s uncertain what Year, Theodorich fubdued the Allemans, 
miid ucs the an j forced them to pay Tribute, as Agathias hath written, and appeareth from 
Aliamms. t i ie R j n gs Letters directed to the Inhabitants of Suevia, wherein he lets them 
know that he had made one Fridelade their Governour, for rfiftraining thefts 
and robberies wherewith they were much difturbed. Within a year after the Con- 
fuliliip of Caftodorus, while he ftill cherilhed the Fortunes and Hopes of Amalarick 
his Nephew in Spain, he was informed that Eutharick, the Son of Viterick and 
Grandfon of Beremund, lived in that Countrey. For Beremmd the Son of Thu • 
rifmmd defeended of the Family of Amalus, leaving Scythia, as Jormndes writes, 
went and lived in Gall with Theodorich the Succeflbur of Vallia King of the 
Wejlrogoths , by whom being honourably entertained, he left a Son called Vite¬ 
rick, , who was Father to this Eutharick, a Perfon excellently qualified both in 
He married hi* Body and Mind. Theodorich hearing him much commended was very defirous 
to fee him, and when he had the l'atisfattion, glad he had found out one who 
to Eutharick' was both of his own line, and everyway deferving his Alliance, he gave him 
his Kinfman. m Marriage Amalafuenta his Daughter. Two or three Years after he made him 
Confui, and Anajlafm the Emperour, to pleafe and oblige the Old Man, prefented 
him with the Robe called Tunica palmata, and adopted him as his honorary Son in 
the way of Arms. In the mean time Herminfrid, King of the Heruli, put to 
death his Brother Berthar, and after that calling Theodorich King of Gall to his 
afliftence made an end of Belderick his other Brother; but when he had done his 
work, and Theodorich demanded part of the Countrey conquered according to the 
Articles of their. Alliance, he refufed to make good what he had ingaged, and 
thereupon mortal and irreconcileable differences arofe betwixt them* 

2j, Betwixt 
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2 c Betwixt the Emperour JuJlin and. Theodorich, there was maintained from the Se&. 3. 
firft a o-ood Intelligence and Correfpondence, as appears from mutual Offices of 
Kind net's and Amity. JuJlin himfelf bearing the Title oiConJulm his fecond 
Year took Eutharick the Son-in-Law of Theodorich for his Collegue, and far¬ 
ther traced him by a titular Adoption, as a Letter thews, which a iter ward was 
written to the Emperour by Athalarick the Son of Eutharick, whom Amalafuen- 
E-Jtbxrick be- ta h’ LS wife bore the Year preceding his Confulfhip. Being defigned Confui, Eu- 
V1 " tbarick went to Rome, there to enter upon his Office, which before he approa- 
' died he was met by all the Ranks and Degrees of the City, who ftrove by all 
means to doe him Honour, as one whom they expetted to fee lliortly upon the 
Throne He on the other fide omitted nothing to gain their good Opinion, dif¬ 
fering his Office with all poflible Liberality and Magnificence; forlomeway 
or other he gratifyed the Senatours both Goths and Romans , and pleafed the People 
with Shews on the Theatre, particularly with fuch wild Beafts procured out of 
Africk as Rome had never feen till that time. Having done this at Rome he retur¬ 
ned to ’Ravenna to his Father-in-Law, and there alfo ftrove to exceed himfelf in 
Liberality and obliging Attions. Some time after Theodorich was vexed in his 
mind by News received out of Africk, where the Wandals had impnfoned his . 

Sifter Amalfreda after her Husband’s Deceafe, and put all the Goths to death who 
went over with her upon the Account of the Alliance, under pretence of a.Con- 
fpiracy Theodorich having not fufficient ftrength at Sea for Invafion of Africk, 
could not revenge the Injury as he delired, and. in the mean time Hilderick the 
King contracted a faft friendfliip with JuJlihian, Nephew to the Emperour,and who 
managed all Affairs in the Extreme Age of his Uncle. 

26. Hitherto we have beheld Theodorich fo to demean himfelf, that one might 
not fear to propound him as a pattern to other Princes, and his Actions as lb 
many Copies for them to write after, fuch his prudent Condutt, his Valour, 
Magnificence, Bounty!, and which Cemented all, his Juftice, Equity and Modera¬ 
tion. Now we mult fee him degenerating from himfelf, and blurring thole Lines 
of Government which he had i'o exactly drawn; fo hard is it for Man that is 
placed on high, not to be giddy and intoxicated with Eafe, and the Fumes of 
iheolmch continual Pleafure. Yet had he lhewn any diferetion in the choice of a Subjett, 
turns cruel to wherein to exercife the mutability of his humours, he had been the lels unlortu- 
Bmius ‘ nate, becaufe more excufable; but the hard Meafure he made, falling upon one 
who deferved better than any of that Age wherein he lived, in this refpett For- 
Amoft excel- tune it feems ow’d, and paid him a very ill turn. This Perfon was Boetius ' a 
lent perfon. Patritian who had twice or thrice been Confui, and fuch a Man as one ought 
carefully to deferibe, left we doe him injury. Of fo noble an ExtraCt, that there¬ 
in he excelled all his Contemporaries, deriving his Pedigree from Manlius Torqua- 
tus, which of later rimes had been enobled more by Anicius his Great Grandfather, 
and others of that moft potent and noble Houfe, to behold the Power and Inte- 
reft of which moft Eminent Perfons came into Italy, an Houfe which fo abounded 
with Wealth, that Zofmus the Hiftorian envying the Greatnefs thereof, writes 
that this Family of Anicii poflefled in a manner the Riches of all viz Romans. In 
his younger years he ftudied at Athens , where the Profelhon of Philofophy had 
been reftored, which as he negletted not in general, but fearched into the depths 
of all Setts and Opinions, fo efpecially he additted himfelf to that of Arijiotle, 
and therein fpent moft of thofe Eighteen years which he palled away in that 
Univerfity. The Name of that Philofopher, was formerly fcarcely known to thole Vide Bum,. 
that were merely skilled in Latin, as he himfelf faith; but he tranllated his works, 
and illuftrated them with Commentaries in that Language, hereby fufficiently 
evincing that of $11 Roman .wits, he belt underftood the Scale, and could fathom 
the Depths of the Peripatetick. 

27. For the Reader muft not think that the Philofophy of Arijiotle, which m 
thefe later Ages hath obtained the Principality in the Schools, was always of fuch 
Reputation as we have leen it in our time. At the beginning of Chriftianity the 
Sett of the Stoicks much prevailed, but efpecially, the Opinions of Plato, which 
in the primitve times were of fuch Repute, that the greateft Rubs, the true Reli¬ 
gion met with, were laid by thole Prejudices that were thence received. 

For although much furtherance it received from fuch Philofophers as were 
converted, in refuting the Vanities and Impieties of Paganifm, yet the great Writers 
againft it were of that Sett, and both Tertullian and Origen of old complained, 
all or moft of the Herefies which crept into the Church, took their Original 
from the Tenets of (this) Philolophy. Long Was it e’er the Schools became 
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c„ r> _ peripa /e/ic^ancFphilofophy had ceafed to be Pagan, e'er (he forfook the Acca- 
demy and the Porch. At length flie courted Ariflotle fo much, that Ihe made him 
amok amends for her former Neglects ; and here, as formerly (he had done much 
The proofs m i4hief as well as good in the School of Plato , lo (he indeavoured to obtrude 
“TO’iT f i ‘ Oninions and Notions of Ariflotle upon the Chriftian Faith, witnefs Gililert 
phy. or Giflebert, the Bifhop of Powers, of whofe Profellion of Philofophy and the He- 
rcfie he thence fucked, let Ecclefiaftical Writers fpeak. We (hall onely obferve 
farther concerning this Subject, that the Peripatetick Philofophy was vehemently 
believed and promoted by the Schoolmen who found it mod agreeable to their 
Quirks and Niceties, and polfibly the real and eflential Difference and Subfiftance 
it placeth betwixt Subftances and their Qualities ( upon which Dodrines fotne 
Novelties in the Church have been founded) was the great Reafon it hath been 
advanced not onely above true Reafon but the Holy Scriptures themfelves. As 
much concerned are they to anfwer a text or place in the Philosopher, as in St 
Peter or St. Paul; and Theology hath not onely received its Model and Method 
but even Rules from him. So hath this Sed prevailed in later Ages, that from it 
Writers have received their Terms and Manners of Speech, which makes it necef- 
farv that young Students be therein firft intruded and well grounded before they 
advance to other Exercifes, and make any Attempts upon Experimental Philofo- 
phy, or Divinity it felf. c . Ep.pem 

z8. But to return to Boetius, none draws his half facd Picture io much tothe/. 2 .£;.: 
life as he who afterward deftroyed the Archetype, I mean Theodorich the King 
who wives him fuch Encomiums, and heaps fuch Commendations upon him, as 
t u P f e to n f e an d apprehenfion thereof could onely be obliterated by the Power of Jea- Udtamii. 
loufie He not onely commends him for his skill in the Precepts oi Ariflotle,but for 
his perfedions in all manner of Learning, whereof he makes him fo great a Helluo, 
that he ui'etha word applicable to fuch Creatures, as upon which theNourilhment 
they have received hath been very well bellowed. The knowledge he aferibes to 
him is as well pradicalas fpeculative, and herein appeared his worth, that he was 
not content to be Learned alone; but would have others partake of that which 
made him fo confiderable. Therefore he taught to fpeak £a/i#,whatfoever Authour 
Greek Au- was confiderable amongft the Greeks ; for inftance Pythagoras theMufician,?^ 
thourstranfla- t \ ie Aftronomer, Nicomachus the Arithmetician, Euclid the Geometrician, Plato 
ic&by Boetius. t j ie jyivi ne Ariflotle the Logician, and Archimedes the Mechanick, about whofe 
Works the’King, or Caffiodorus (or him, ipends many words, the eriedof which 
is this that Boetius perledly skilled in his Dodrine of Motions fhould make two 
Clocks whereof one (liould explicate the Motion of the Spheres, and the other 
the Diurnal Courfe of the Sun, both which were to be preiented to the King of 
the Burgi Such is the Teftimony given by one that turned his deadly Enemy, 
but this as we formerly termed it is but an half fac’d Picture, reprefenting onely 
an Idea of his Intelleduals, what he was for his Morals we mull: alfo difeover, 
to prefent him in all his Proportions. Firft then as a means to make him good 
afwell asknowing, to the former fecular Learning he added the Knowledge, of 
Theology and the Holy Scriptures, as appears from his Books concerning the 
BletTcd Trinity, and againft the Errours of Neftorius and Eutyches. 

20 What Influence this Knowledge of Chriftianity and true Philofophy had 
into his Life and Adions is fufficiently evident from his Management of Matters 
during his laft Confullhip, and the great hatred he contraded by his Impartial 
Hi. Moral.. Jufticl^d defending private Perfonsfrom the Injuries andX)ppreffionsofmreaforB. rMgm 
ble Men how powerfull foever. Such were Conigaftus and Trtguilla the Mafter ot the f i6 1 

Kings Houihold, and other greedy and ravenous Goths, from the Claws of whom he $ cmum it 
refeued many miferable Italians, and to the great Indignation pf fuch Monfters, Ccnfihtmu. 
proteded his innocent Countreymen, afwell from publick as private Impofitions 
and Rapines. When during the Rage of a moil Cruel Famine, a great Summ of 
Money was required of the Inhabitants of Campania to their utter undoing, he 
oppofed the Projed of the Pncjellus Pnetorio with fuch Zealand Conltancy 
even before the King, that it was quite dalhed and laid aiide. When the greedy 
Courtiers had already devoured the Eftateof Paulinas, a Man of Confular Dig¬ 
nity in hope and expedation, he refeued it out of the Mouths of thofe greedy 
Leeches Albinas a Perfon of the fame Quality, he defended againft the Accu¬ 
sations of Cypriamts the Informer, and by his Wit and Eloquence, proteded him 
when the King accufed him of HighTreafon, and referred his Trial to the whole 
Senate at Verona. Thus fwimming againft the ftream he met with great oppoli- 
tion, both from. King and Courtiers, and having inraged them by croftingtoeir 
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Deligns, he was at length fwaliowed up in the Gulph of his Princes Jealoufieand Seek. 2. 
Indignation. Once out of his Office, in the fucceeding Confullhip of Maximus , 

■he was accufed by Bafilius, Opilio and Gaudentius , of whom the firft for no good 
deed had been difmifled the King’s Service, and undertook this Employment to 
redeem himfelf from his Creditours, and the other two having been condemned 
to Banilhmcnt had taken Sanduary, and thereupon were ordered by the King’s 
Edid, if by a day prefixed they departed not from Vienna, to be ftigmatized 
h« pretended in the Forehead and then driven away. Yet the very fame day did thefe Villains 
crime. accufe Boetius, and their Accufation was admitted; which tended to thisefled, 
that he had" endeavoured to advance the Power and Inter eft of the Senate above that 
of the King, having hindered an Informer from bringing in an Impeachment of Trea- 
fon againft the Fathers: and Letters were forged to make out his Intentions and Aims 
to be for the Recovery of the Roman Liberty. Theodorich either privy to this Vil- 
lany, or lightly giving credit to thofe fuborned Witneftes ana feigned Crimes, 
raflily condemned this Innocent Man, and confifcating his Eftate baniihed him to 
He isbaniihed Ticinum or Pavia , where comforting himfelf afwell as he could with his Philofophy, 
v> Pavia. } ie ma de a Book concerning that Confolation, and committed to writing thole 
pafiages for information of Pofterity, afwell as of the prefent Age. 

30. Having imprifoned Severinus Boetius at Pavia, he caufed Symmachus IiisFa- 
ther-in-Law, and a Perfon of great Learning and other worth to be apprehended, 
committing them both to fafe Cuftody, for they were not both committed at the 
fame time, as fome have thought, but Symmachus enjoyed his Liberty, whilft Boe- 
tjus had too fad occafion to bewail his own Condition, and congratulate the 
Liberty of his Father-in-Law,as he doth in his Book de Confolatione. Not long after 

Beheaded to- Theodorich caufed them both to be beheaded, and if thou wilt believe. Reader, the 
getherwith Relation of Martianus , who wrote his Life, and received it as a Tradition from the 
FaTher-in” * Church of Pavia, Boetius after his Head was off, took it up with both his Hands, 
taw. and being asked who it was that ftruck him, anfwered The Ungodly, and fo walk¬ 
ing into the Neighbouring Church and kneeling down before the Altar, when he 
had received the Sacred Myfteries, he expired, and after his Death was honoured 
for a Saint. And why may not this Story be as true as what we find concerning 
St. Denis, which whofoever will not believe may goe and fee, if he pleafe, the 
Crofles ereded in the leveral Places where he relied himfelf with his Head 
in his Hand, betwixt Paris and the Town which now bears the Name of that 
Martyr. • The very fame is alfo told of our St. Albanpwho was beheaded for his Re¬ 
ligion as St. Denis was. But fo fell this Noble Pair of Senatours, furpafled by 
none other in any Indowment whatfoever,’ which renders Mortals both Excellent 
and Glorious. Concerning one of them we have already feen, what their great 
The charac- Enemy ( as he proved)'teftifies, and for Symmachus , the fame Hand gives him 
w of large Commendations, true no doubt, becaufe Procopius faith in few words the fame 

c ' m ' things and more, although the reafon the King gives in one of his Epiftles, be not 

• fo folid as were the Buildings for which he fo much extolls him, when he defires 
him to take upon him the Care of repairing the Theatre formerly mentioned. Antijumim 
That, he was well skilled in Theology appears from Boetius his dedicating his diligentijfimm 
writings to him concerning the Trinity, wherein he makes him Judge and Cen- *™ ,tator > Ma - 
four of his Books; and that he was well feen in all the Sciences, from Prifcian the biiiffmm 7 n- 
Grammarian of Ctefarea, who taught about this time at Conftantinople , and dedi +JUmor, &c. 
cated alfo to him the Book he wrote of Weights and Meafures. eajfwd.var.ltb. 

31. But concerning the Worth and Innocency of them both, there is one Tef- % x fnfeiano 
timony behind, and that is the too late Repentance of Theodorich , whofe forrow, Grammatico 
as Procopius tells die ftory, was in its occafion and height full as remarkable as the fmpreCon. 
Puniihment had been unjuft. Not many days after their Execution, when the King ftaminopu 
went to Supper,he had ferved up to his Table the Head of a Fifli of an unufual bigneis. ?d aor ,f u J 1 '' 
This Theuderich ( as he calls him, and by his right Name) fanfied to be thef„^c^J. 
Head of Symmachus lately put to death, who, as it were biting the nether Lip, deOnhogr*. 
feemed to threaten him in a gaftly and cruel manner. Seized hereupon with f J } a ia \ c ol 12 ' 
Horrour and Amazement, and falling into a Cold-lweat he hafted to his Cham- tmoperisirtu- 
ber, and lying down upon his Bed commanded his Attendants to cover him with F *3 Geneva. 

Thodcricb many Clothes. Then did he reveal the whole matter to Elpidius his Phyfician, la- 7!adfnitim 
'holyforhn”" ment * n § t ^ ie h e had committed againft Symmachus, and foon after died,this being * * lUm ' 

vin .? puTthem t ^ ie an d laft wrong he ever did his Subjects,in pronouncing fentence thus againlt 

t0 <!wth. men without Examination. Tliu? Procopius both excufes and commends,cenliiring 
him for the Raihnefs and Injuftice of the Fad, and yet herein exceedingly praifing 
him, that the Fad wasfingle,the whole Courfe of his Life and Government having 
been regulated and poifed by Juftiee and Moderation. Though his putting thole 

F two 





















34- Tik Kingdom of the Oltrogot hs in Italy, Contemporary. Part, jy , 

Cp r T- , two pcrfonsto death was inexcufable, yet his forrow and repentance was remar- 
fable though the thing favoured of Ralltnefs and Cruelty, yet his after-thoughts 
were Igns oS Mercy and good Nature; belidesthe Extravagance of lus Fancy as 
l hi, fer afide t0 the Head of the Fiih, feems to have been an Effeft of the Hcklenefs or tender- 
f m f nc fs of his Confcience. This however mol be laid, that Italy never enjoyed more 

' ferene and happy Days, never more Splendour in the higheft pitch of her Great- 

nk never more folia and lolling Peace with Eafe, Pleafure and Security, than 
under his Government. That few which obtained a Kingdom by Force and 
Violence, prcferved themfelves and it by fuch Calmnefs and Sweetnels of Coun¬ 
cils and Actions: In concluf.on, that few fo beldved by their Subjefts were fo 
terrible to their Enemies, both which Procopius teftifies of him. Hedieditsfaid 
on the Second of September, in the i4 ti. of his Reign, and the Seventy fecond of 
his Age. When hefaw his end approaching, having fent for the cmef of the 
Cothkk Nobility, he declared for his Succeflour Athalarick the Son of his Daugh- 
ter Amalafuenta by Eutharick lately deceafed, commanding them to receive and 
obev him as fuch; to love and cherilhthe Roman Senate and People, and to main¬ 
tain Amitv, and good Correfpondence with the Emperour His death is repor¬ 
ted to have been portended at Naples , by the fall of the Head from off his 

Sta !f' A t L~] a ri c k then a bov of Eight Years of Age, fucceeded his Grandfa- , 
SedThis ther. * His Mother was the Regent of the Kingdom, being a Woman ZL*** 

Grandfather, Beauties and Accompliflimeqts both of Mind and Body. Of Countenance and 
Afped compofed to fuch Majelty, as would ftrike the beholder with Veneration. 

Of fuch fluence and fweetnefs of Speech, that being skilled both in the Latin land 
Greek Tongues, lhe raviflied the Mmds and Atfedions of her Hearers; in fum, 
for Wifedom and other Indowments which fit and qualify a Perfon for; Govern- 
I -• ,r. P nf far above her Sex. By her order, Ambafiadours and Letters are difpatched, 
by'd^Reglnt j nt heNameof the young King to the Roman Senate and People, and to the 
to Senate and • i b 0U ring Princes, in League and Amity with her Father, fignifying his death, E ?. 1,2,3. 
p and how the Child fucceeded by virtue of his lafl Will and Pleafure declared 
in the prefence of the Nobility, whence the choice was fo unanimoufly approved, 
that it feemed rather a mamfeftation of the Will and Pleafure of Almighty God. 

That this Example of the Nobility, was readily and chearfully followed by both his 
Cothkk and Roman Subjefts, who had not onely promifed but fworn Obedience 
tohuu. The Senate therefore he defires to imitate fo good a Pattern, telling 
them he had fent to them Sigifmer a Comes with others, who in his Name lliould 


alfo make oath to preferve to them their Rights and Privileges, and he bids them 
ask boldly of him whatfoever they thought would increafe the Security of their 
prefent Eflate. The People he courts in like manner, requires alfo hom them an 
Oath of Fidelity and Allegiance,and promifes under no lefs an obligation all Offices 
of Tuftice Equity and Clemency; to cheriih the Goths and Romans alike, and main¬ 
tain them in Equal Rights and Privileges, .making no other diftindion, than that 
the Goths undergoing the Travails and Dangers of War for the Publick good, the 
Romans lliould enjoy quiet and fecurity within the Walls of their own City. -He 
puts them in mind, how by the mutual Oath of Prince and People, the Memory of 
. Trajan s Government was renewed, who as appears from the Panegynck of Pliny, 
at his Entrance upon the Confulfliip, both fwore himfelf and received the Oaths 
of the Magiftrates, Senate and People. To Tiler ms the Pnefetlus Pratorio of Gaff, 
and the Provincials, as they are called, under his Jurifdiftion, he promifeth by 
Oath the like good Government, having exhorted them to Fidelity and Obedience, 
and written his Letters to Viclorinus their Bilhop, to flir them up, and provoke 
them to be good Subjefts, both by his Precepts and Example. He beggs alfo 
his Prayers, that the Heavenly King would be pleafed to confirm to him his 
Earthly Kingdoms, that he would fupprefs his Adverfaries, forgive him his Sins, 
and mercifully confolidate and preferve what he had fo bountifully and glonouily 
conferred upon his Parents. 

,, Such was the beginning of Athalarick, or rather Amalafuentha ( or Amala- 
funtL as die is commonlv called ) his Mother; who, either as pious and humble 
Penitents are wont to doe, confcious of the Frailty of Humane Nature, impofed 
upon her felf and Son the llrong Bonds of an Oath, to check and pull them back 
when they lliould exceed the Bounds of Equity and Moderation • or, not ignorant 
what Diforder and Difficulties fall upon Kingdoms in the Minority of Princes, 
provided for his Security and Eftablifhment as prudently as file could, courting 
thus his Subjefts into the ftrongelt bonds and ties which could be laid upon 
their Confidences, by this plaufible Stipulation and Exchange of Oaths, inat 
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the latter Conlidcration effectually moved her, the Diftates of Nature may fuf- Sect. 3. 
ficiently fatislie, and that the former did not want its effefts alfo, the Courfe of 
l 1( . r Aftions doth fufficiently manifeft. For her principal care feemed to be for 
Her care for his good Education, and the feafoning of his tender Years with good Learning vide 
his Education. anc j rc licuous Precepts; committing him to the exaft Difcipline of mofl grave f r,Jy hl ' 9 - 
and fober Mailers, who lliould inftruft him according to the Roman Cultome, p ‘ ,- 
and their manner of the Inflitution of Youth, though the Goths were therewith 
offended. That fuch there were at this time who could very well doe it, we 
cannot doubt, becaufe of that Publick School which had lately flouriihed at Rome, 
wherein were profefled Law, Eloquence, and the Liberal Arts by moil Learned 
Men maintained at the publick Charge. But of late their Stipends had either 
been* denied or very badly paid, which coming to the Knowledge of the Regent, 
flie direfted Letters in the King’s Name to the Senate of that City, expoftula- 
ting the negleft of fo confiderable a matter, and requiring the punftual payment 
ofthefe Salaries for the time to come. Forafmuch as Arts are nouriihed and 
maintained by Rewards, fhe tells them it is Wickednefs to defraud the Teachers 
of Youth of any thing due to them, who ought rather to be farther excited by 
an Augmentation of their Incouragements. She commands for a greater certainty 
of their Allowance, that they be paid every half year, and that if any Officers 
retain the Money longer than that time, they be refponfible both for Principal 
and Interefl. Her Reafons are, that Learned Men are not to depend upon the 
proud and difdainfull Humour of others, that it is a fhame that Players lliould be 
provided for, who ferve onely for pleafure and recreation, and they be neglefted 
who are the Formers of good manners, and breeders up of Eloquent Wits for the 
Service of the Court. But efpecially that they may not be diftrafted by folicitous 
thoughts, and neceflary Cares for a Livelyhood, which mull render their pains 
more ineffectual. 

34. Having fufficiently provided for her Son’s Inltruftion by way of Precept, 
lhe her felf became his Miltrefs in the other more lignificant and eftedrual part of 
Example. She not onely kept off her Hands from invading the Lives, Rights, 

She makes Privileges and Ellates of the Subjeft, but rellored to the Children of Symmachus 
Miration. anc j Boetius, what had been fo unjulTly taken from them, and in general protected 
and fecured the Roman and Italian People from the Rapacious praftices of the Goths } 
who as Strangers that have their Fortunes to make in a conquered Countrey, 
fought to build their Families upon the Ruines and Defolation of the Natives. 
loAmalarick the King of Spain , and her Nephew by her Siller, who Hood in 
need of fome Incouragement and Afiiftence, (Theudas his Guardian having, by 
his Marriage with a great Lady of the Countrey, made himfelf in effeft 
more King than his Pupil,) lhe gave part of Gall lying beyond Rhodanus , and re¬ 
tained that on the nearell fide for her Son; what her lather had taken away from 
the Inhabitants of Carcajfon , llie rellored, and remitted the Impofitions he had 
laid upon them. Forefeeing alfo that by retaining that Part of Gall now menti¬ 
oned, llie fhould draw an heavy War upon the Kingdom, and the Franks into 
the Bowels of Italy, llie yeilded to their King’s pretenfions, and delivered it up 
into his Hands. Shortly after JuJlinian came to the Government in the Eall, 
being afiumed as Collegue in the Empire by his Uncle JuJlin. Afloon as his 
promotion was heard of in the Well, Amalafmta difpatched Ambafiadours to 
him, to congratulate his good Fortune, and to defire a Continuance of that Friend- 
fliip and Alliance which had been betwixt their PredecelTours; if the Epiftle be Vir.iM.Ep.i. 
rightly direfted as now we have it in Cajfiodorus. And what file defined on her 
Son’s behalf was readily granted, as we may conclude from that good Correfpon¬ 
dence, that was betwixt them as long as Athalarick lived, and the Coins which 
were llamped at this time,whereon is on one fide to be feen the Image of JuJlinian, ^ 
and on the other the Name of King Athalarick. 

35. We have already fliewn how the Goths mifliked of the breeding of their Hujuswl.lib. 
young King, and defiring to wrong the Subjefts, would have him brought up i.c.2. 
after the Barbarian way. Flow hereupon he. was debauched, by ill Company. Flow 
Amalafmta his Mother was brought into great Difficulties, and purpofed to deliver 

up Italy into the Hands of JuJlinian. How Athalarick her Son died ot a Con- 
TWiwwj fumption, and thereupon lhe procured Theodatus the Nephew of Theodorich to be 

Kl ” 8 ' King, and how in way of requital lie bafely cauled her to be murthered. We 

{hewed in its proper place, that JuJlinian upon this occalion refolved to make war 
upon the Goths, having lately fubdued the Vandals in Africk ; that Meilages palled 
betwixt him and Theodatus, who put a Guard upon the Emperour’s Ambafiadours, 
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^T 7 and in conclufion that Belifarius by order paffied from Sialymto Italy The Rea- 
d"r muft alfo remember that he preffing upon the Goths, they chofe for King one 
Vitms, whocaufed Theodatus to be murthered. Vitigis drew the Franks to his 
° Party, but,made war, though valiant enough, unfuccesfully againft Belt far ms, 
who at length carried him and his Wife along with him to Conjtantmple. Into 
VMM his Room was Ildebald theNephew of Theudas King of the Wefirogoths, and Gover- 

nour of Verona preferred, who killed Vneas the Sifters Son of Vitigis, and was 
E'mck; himfclf killed by Vilas a Gepida. After him was made King one Eranck, by Birth 

a Riman, and confequently of a Gothick Nation, a Man of good reputation amongft 
the Barbarians. Hewould for agood Reward have; deliveredup > Italy to the Em- 
perour, but after a flrort Reign of five Months was killed by the Goths who chofe 
( Tntilnto be their Kins. He proved a fevere Scourge againft the Greeks, then 

f ' SS&ita iX He was the Broth® Son of llJelalJ, a Man very Warlike and 

Adiver as wefiave deferibed his Actions at large. He carried himfelf with much 
Gallantry and Tuftice. He took Rome more than once, wafted Sicily, and at length 
died of his wounds, after the Battel fought with Narfes, received by one .Aslades a 
Geoida. He Reigned eleven Years, and in him fortune lliewed Ficklenefs and In- 
leua. conftancy. The next and laft King was Teias the Son of Fndigern who did wonders 
in Battel againft Narfes, but was killed, and the Kingdom of the Goths m Italy 
received its period with him. . , , . 

16 So was the Kingdom of the OJlrogoths , overturned m Italy by the Vigilan- 
? EgE cy and Conduit of Narfes , that famous Eunuch, after it had continued fome fifty 
\n Italy wholly nine Years. How this was done,hath been difeourfed at large in our Account of the 
ddtroyed. ^y ars 0 p to which here we have nothing to add,little occurring concerning 

the htei'Gotbick Kings, but in reference to the Wars of Italy, managed againft 
them chiefly by Belifarius and Narfes the Officers of that Emperour. TheG^r 
after the Death of teias were headed by Aligern lus Brother, but without the 
Title of King, and they ftrugled fome time to no purpofe though they called in 
the Frank 4 to their Alliftence. Their Kingdom being deftroyed the Sovereignty 
and Command of Italy returned to JuJlinian the Emperour, who governed it by 
Narfes, as a Province of the Eaftern Empire. Narfes having fupprefled the Goths 
and driven out the Franks , fet himfelf as to Addons of Piety and Religion lb 
to repairing Towns which had been demoliffied in War, to the reftonng of Buil¬ 
dings bothfacred and profane in Rome, and other places. But as of other things, 
fo & thefe we have no particular Account, for the following \ ears are fo barren 
of any Hiftory, that asSigonius witnefleth, in all the Antiquities of Italy and the 
Weft nothing is more rude and uncertain, our beft guides Frocopius and Agathias 
having taken their leave. But, from the overthrow of the Gothick Kingdom in 
Italv which happened inthe YearDLlII. to the coming in of the Longobardi, , or 
Lombards, which fell out in the DLXVHI. palted fourteen Years, all which time 
Narfes teems to have governed, and fpent it well, as we are told, in mending what 
had been marred by the former Wars. In thefe Wars that great mifchiefs happened 
both to Places and Perfons cannot be doubted. That thole that were faithful! to 
the Emperour fufFered much may eafily be conceived, and particularly we are 
told of the Family of the Titiones. This Family fly ing their Countrey, loft all 
they had, leaving a great Eftate, and when the Goths were driven out, it feems 
made their Application to Juflinian to be reftored to their Lands andPoflelh- 
ons Now it was a RuleinLaw, that a Prefcnptionof thirty years was afufficient 
Bar againft any pretender, let the Eftate become by how it would, and this it 
feems was pleaded byfuch as had got into pofleffion. _ But the Emperour taking 
the cafe into confideration, granted a Refcript of Privilege to the faid Titiones, 
which broke the Prefcription; and this Refcript,being the onely Monument of that 0 ^ /: ;, 
dark time, Cujacius hath communicated to us, who received it as he tells us, c ., 2 . 
from the moft Learned and acute P. Galefius a. Spaniard. It being a Rarity in fe* 
veral refpedbs, we fliall not conceal it from the Reader. To Narjes it is directed 

thUS ’ < Flavius JuJlinian , Cafar, Imp. Alanicus, Goticus, Wandalicus , Africans, ever 
‘ Aumdus to Narfes the Patritian in Italy. With great anguilh ot mind we perceive, 

‘ that our City of Rome having been in former times much emptied, hath contmu- 
‘ ed long defert, and in a manner defolate, and that from it almoft an infinite 
‘ Number of Illuftrious Families, have betaken themfelves to divers Climates of the 

* World, to fliun tlie direfull Cruelty and favage madnefs of the Goths and ff andals, 

* amongft which the moft Eminent and molt Noble Family of the Titiones , lea¬ 
ding the City in which it had happily flourilhed before for many Ages,in thegio- 
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< navery Cll Now we being defirous to obviate fuch Calamities and Mifems difpamhed 
‘awayUemoftglonou 

the r Kin f b -r a X n 

« Prifoner the Strenuous, Valiant and Noble L. GalbimsTitio, valiantly difeharging 

< the Dut^of a Tribune of Soldiers, died glorioufty fighting, leaving three Sons, 
the Duty of a d R y us who all under thy Command in 

‘ by drewidted Enemies of the Romm Empire, which they enjoyed in the City, 
SS emomai, efpecially th ehfiiros, Vo,-celUufet, four mo and Lumet, 

‘ for 4 of time ' wiU ’ Commant | an i “S u “' de^°d,tonTfarch 
1 favour and art zealous for our Honour, that having made a diligent fearch, 

‘ thou pit anain into pofleffion of their Eftates, and goods of their Anceftours, 
‘ Sgnotega^atall tothofe by whom they are feized,and reftore thefe Brothers 
‘ to the^Citv S their Honours and Dignities; and efpecially theEqueftrian, m which 
C they have flourilhed with great Commendation from their Greatand Great great 
«Grandfathers and to place them again in their Houfes, removing any that may 
4 detain them’ For all thofe who from the beginning take Pofleffion by force 
‘ and thereby lay unjuft Foundations, do not acquire 

‘ t i me neither they who derive adhon from them; and we will not that lucb Uc 

< cupiers be affiftedV any Prefcription, although of the longeft time, from which 
« we deroeX and by om fulnefs of Power wfill haveDerogatpn made that the 
‘faid Brofhers may ferve us with the fame Fidelity and Valour, which they have 

SeitPatents. We wfllhave therefore this out Pleafute, or rather 
‘juft and deferred Reftitution, inviolably obferved under Penalty of an hundred 
‘ pounds of Gold, and have commanded it to be ftrengthned by our Impeml 
‘Seal From the City of Conftantinople on the Ides of February, in the fix and 
‘thirtieth Year of our Reign, in the Year of our Lord DLXV, figned 
‘and underneath, Trocopius. This is very remarkable, and little ornotlungis there 
‘ farther of Italian matters, till the coming of the Lombards into Italy ; ol the occa 
‘ fion thereof, and their progrefs till their fetlmg therein a Kin S do ^ bave al " 
* ready difeourfed amongft matters relating to the Conflantinopolitan Empire. 
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SECT. IV. 


The Kingdom of the Lombards in Italy, from the 
Expiring of the Command of Laces, and the 
Promotion of Authari to be King, to the End 
of this Kingdom. 

The Space of zo6 Tears. 

i. J | ''HE Lombards having fetled their Domination in Italy , were ten Years, as 
X we have faid in the Hiftory of the Empire, without a King and under 
Duces or Captains. But thefe ten Years expired, into the Dignity and Title of 
; King they advanced Authari the Son of Clepho formerly mentioned, whom they 
firnamed Flavius , for the more grace of the matter, as Paul their Hiftorian tells 
us, or to mollify the found of his barbarous Name, with a firname familiar and 
eafie, as others conje&ure; for this of Flavius became afterward common to all 
their Kings. Now all the Great Men contributed half they had to the mainte¬ 
nance of his Port and Dignity. And this is to be admired in the Government of the 
Lombards, that there was no fuch thing amongft them as Violence and Oppreffion. 

No Treachery,no Compulfion was pra&ifed. No Man was deprived of what he had 
by Thefts or Robberies, but every one went about his bufinefs fecurely, without 
the leaft fear or apprehenfion of Danger. So Paul writes; but we remember that 
he himfelf was a Lombard, and fpeaks poffibly in favour of his own Nation, fo he 
doth when he commends and applauds,for their Valour and Deportment, the Party 
which fought und£r tfarfes, whereas Procopius tells us, that they were fent back 
in difgrace for their unrulinefs. And however he conceals their Faults, and 
commends them for ther great Juftice and Moderation, it appears from Ecclefi- 
aftical Perfons, that after they were become Mailers of Italy, they did many hor¬ 
rid A&s; and upon this account Gregory the Great calleththem a moll wicked Na¬ 
tion. But poffibly the truth lies betwixt both Extremes. 

z. Mauritius the Emperour, not being in a Condition himfelf, hired Childebert 
King of the Franks for fifty thoufand Solidi, to difpollefs them. The King with a 
vaft Army breaks into Italy, but Paul faith, that the Lombards dealt with him 
e by Mcllengers, and perlwaded him to take Money and be gone. He promifed 
; to return the Solidi to Childebert, with whom the Lombards made a League, but 
had work enough cut out for them by Droclulf, who being a Suebian or Alleman 
by Birth, for his Goodlincfs of his Stature had got the Honour of a Duke ; but d t i r Dm{j 3 
to revenge his Captivity had lately revolted to the Emperour, and carried over T ml 1mit 
to his Party a confiderable Number of their Men. Lying now at Broxillus a 
Town fituate upon the Poe, thither Authari removed with his Army, and ftrait- K cmti »«■ 
ly befiegcd him. The fiege continued long, and he held them to it ■ but at laft he 
was compelled to quit his Quarters and betake himfelfto Ravenna ; which having 
done, Authari took Broxillus and difmantled it, and made truce with Smaragdus xor.ibmno- 
the Patritian the then Exarch of Ravenna, for three Years. This notwithftanding,^"?" f ^ w 
Mauritius fent the fecond Time his Amballadours to Childebert, and perfwa- smdtotyp- 
t- ded him to break the League and fall upon the Lombards. He invaded Italy, but »•* Dtomj, 

; as they were on their march toward him, the Alemans that were in his Army 
fell out with the Franks , and the Dificntion grew fo great, that they parted and eft, «t {«* 
returned back without having any thing done. „”mhi 

3. At this time happened fuch Inundations in fcveral Parts of Italy, as the 
like had never been heard of fince the Univerfal Deluge. Multitudes of Men, </«• 

■ befides other living Creatures, w ere dellroyed. The River Athefis flowed as high SZ‘" 
as the Windows of St. 'Zeno's Church near Verona, part of the Wall of which irufolf-ViS 
City was alio broken down ■ and after two Months it perilhed almoft all by telf^ty 
Fire. The River Tiber was fo overcharged, that it rofe higher than the very Walls 
of Rome, defaced ancient Buildings, and overturned the Granaries belonging to 
the Church, wherein great Quantities of Wheat were loll. A Multitude of Ser¬ 
pents 
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pents together with a Dragon of a valtBignefs, fworn down the River {Paulas Sccjt. 4. 
Diaconus faith through the City) into the Sea, where killed with the Salt- v^v~^ 
water, they were call upon the ihore. This happened in the Month of Novem- 
The Pcftis anc j i n January following a dreadfull :Plague called P eft is Ingttinaria, from 

the Privy parts which it invaded, fell upon Italy , efpecially Rome, and dellroyed 
an infinite Number of People, on whom Arrows were feen to be darted from 
Heaven, if credit maybe given to no lefs a Man than Pope Gregory. This was Vi . 
the Plague, as fome would have it, wherewith Men being feized fell into great fits 
of fneezing, and fo fuddenly died, whence the Cuftome proceeded of praying, as 
llill we do, for fuch as fneeze. But that this was in ufe long before amongtt the 
Pagans, who invocated their Gods upon the fame occafion, is attelled by Pliny, 
not to fpeak of more ancient Writers, and therefore it could not take its rife from Vide Bar. 
the Mortality whereof we now fpeak. , 

4. Much about this time Authari King of the Lombards, fent Euin the Duke 
of Trent to wa Q&Hiftria, whence he brought very rich Plunder. Others of his 
fubjedts were then employed in befieging Francio, one of Narfes his Captains, in 
the Uland Amacina, where he had continued twenty Years, but after a fiege of 
fix Months, was forced to yield it up, and to depart with his Wife and Baggage 
to Ravenna. Authari afwell as his People being much inriched began to look 
high, and asked the Sifter of Childebert King of the Franks to be given him in 
Marriage. Childebert receiving his Prefents, promifed he would fend her, but fai¬ 
led of his word being fued to by the Gothick King of Spain, to bellow her on him j 
and fenfible it feems of the Injury, and how good Caufe he had given Authari to 
be angry with him, he fent to the Emperour, and promifed now he would doe his 
utmoll for removing the Lombards out of Italy. And he fent an Army to make 
good his promife, but the Lombards, concerned now more than ordinary to lliew 
their Valour, made greater llaughter of them, than ever was heard to have befaln 

Frame de- that Nation,and very few returned home. Flavius Authari now incouraged by this 
ftroyed, Succefs fends his Amballadours into Baioaria, to ask in Marriage Theudelinda the ihcuAe-iinh, 
Daughter of King Garibald, who readily granted their fuit, and after their return Po P u,is 
Authari himfelf makes a Journey thither Incognito to fee her. Not long after 
his return, troubles arifing betwixt Garibald and the Franks , Theudelinda with 
Authari Mar- her Brother Gttndoald retired into Italy , where Authari met her with Royal Pomp, Gun ^ ia u Be . 
and confummated his Marriage at a Place called Sardis above Verona, on the nevoientu fo- 
Jdes of May. tens. 

5. At this time, for what Caufe is uncertainly#/ the King’s Kinfinan was Ikin AnfhM,Gra- 
at Verona, and not long after Childebert, to gratify the Emperour Mauricius, fent tixfidelis. 
another Army of twenty thoufand Men to fubdue the Lombards. Of thefe Men 
Anduald, Olo and Cedinus were the chief Captains, whereof Olo laying fiege to 

the Caftle of Bilitio, was fhot with an Arrow under his Pap and died, many of 
his Countreymen in their Excurfions being met with and llain. Anduald with fix 
inferiour Officers came before Milan, where he met with the Emperour’s Amballa¬ 
dours, who promifed him relief after three days; but three and three they expec¬ 
ted them to no purpofe. Cedinus going the way toward the left hand took five 
Caftles from the Inhabitants of which he exacted an Oath. They pierced by Pla¬ 
centia as far as Verona, and many Towns they demolilhed contrary to Articles, 
leading away the Townfmen Priloners. ButtheSummer now grew very hot, and 
the Franks not accullomed to the Italian Air, were much afllidted with the Dy- 
fentery whereof many of them died, and having been three Months in the Coun- 
Another fruit- trey to little purpofe, the Lombards fecuring themfelves in their ftrong holds, and 
onof rte diti ‘ their Kin s particularly in Pavia, they were neceffitated to return home, which 
Franks. they did with fo great Difficulty, that they were firft conftrained to fell their 
Cloaths off from their backs, and then their Arms to purchafe Vi&uals in their 
paflage. About this tune it is that Paul thinks the famed Conquefts of King Au¬ 
thari happened, as that through Spoletumhe proceeded as far as Beneventum, and 
TheConquefts having made himfelf Mailer of all that Countrey, kept on his Progrefs as far as 
° Mmt ' Rhegium,the laft City of /ta/y,and neareft to the Sicilian Illand. There,as the llory 
went, flood a certain Pillar within the water, to which he rode fo near as to 
touch it with the Point of his Lance, and laid, Thus far jhall extend the Borders of 
the Lombards. The Pillar was reported to be Handing in the days of the Hifto¬ 
rian, and to be known by the Name of Authari his Column. 

6 . The firft Duke of the Lombards which fetled in Beneventum, was Zotto, who 

held the Government for twenty years. Authari fent to make a League with Gun- fiToJntTng!. 
tram King of the Franks , who referring them to Childebert his Nephew,e’er they * Sottmumh 

could in Fi'“h™- 
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c,ly could fuiifli their Negotiation, Authari dies at Pavia, by poyfon as was re- : 
vJ-C-i ported, on the Nones of September, after he had reigned fix Years. Afioon as 
Authari dies, he expired, notice was fent away to Childebert, and a Peace defired of him, in ? 
who at length yeilded unto the requeft of the Lombards in this matter. They 
had fo much Kindnefs for Theudelinda their Queen, that they permitted her to t' 
retain her Royal Port and Dignity, and tochufe out of their own Nation a fit- pd 
ting Man to be her Husband, and their King; whereupon after good advice had 
A»7«//fuc- with the wifeft of them, lhe made choice of Agiluif Duke of Taurinum , the Kinf- 
man of Authari, a very valiant Man, and in every refped fit for Government, 
who was married to Theudelinda and her Kingdom in the Month November, and Agoi-hnfu. 
afterward publickly crowned at Milan, in a full Aflembly in May following. • 

Agiluif, or Ago, as lie was called for fiiortnefs, being confirmed in his Power, 
fent Agnollus Bifliop of Trent into France, to redeem fuch as had been taken hie 
Prifoners in the Territories lying about that City, and fome he brought back, 
whom Bramhildis the Queen of the Franks, had ranfomed with her own Money. ' tCI ' 
Euin alfo, the Duke of Trent, he lent Ambafladour to make an Alliance and 
Confederacy with that Court, wiiich he effeded. The f^me Year happened a 
great Drought from January to September , which was followed by as great a 
Famine, and a great fwarm of Locufts covered the Countrey about Trent, of a 
greater bignefs than ufual, but fed onely upon the Grafs, doing little prejudice to 
the Handing Corn. M . 

Agiluif his 7. Agiluif in the mean time puts to death Minulf, Duke of the IjlandSt. Julian, 2 TaIx,;,' 
.succcfsagainftp or j iav j n g revolted formerly to the Franks- and reduces Gaidulf, who had re- ator.Ami 
. feverai Dukes, beJled and f ort ified himl'elf in his City of Pergamus. Though he gave Caution 
now that -lie would be quiet, yet he fecurad himfelf again in the Illand Comad- 
na, whither the King purfued him, and beating out his Men got into his Hands k 
a Treafure, which had been there laid by the Romans. But Gaidulf efcaping him 
returned to Pergamus, where after fome oppofition he again made his peace, and cmUwm. 
was received into favour by Agiluif, who was alfo fo fortunate about this time, Mar. 
as to reduce into order Vlfari, another Duke or Captain who had revolted. The 
fame Year the Plague called Peftis Inguinaria, again broke out at Ravenna and other trix,fm»m 
places, killing as many Men as it had formerly done. Agiluif makes peace with 
the Avares, and a Winter follows fo exceflively cold, as the like had not been frmimmn 
known. Moreover in the Countrey of the Brioni, bloud inftead of water drop- mmetmigif 
ped from the Clouds, and Rivers feemed to flow with it asprefagesof thole Mi- 
ferics, which were Ihortly again to fall upon Italy, the Peace being broken. For pie® Mi¬ 
not long after Romanus the Patritian and Exarch of Ravenna goes and vifits Rome, 
and in his return takes in feverai Cities,that had belonged to the Lombards. Agiluif 
inraged hereat, marches fpeedily from Pavia, with a ftrong Power of Men, and;Vg<i AmK- 
lays fiege to Perufium, wherein lay Maurijio a Duke of his own Nation who had^ n>v . 
revolted to the Romans. Him he took and put to death, poflibly becaufe he had inDodmr, 
betrayed the Towns lately mentioned into the Hands of the Exarch; andhecaftW**. 
them at Rome into a very great fright, particularly Gregory the Bilhop, from 2 T 
whole Writings it appears, that the Army of the Lombards invaded alfo the Ter- MwifikKi- 
ritories of that City, and did great Mifchief, though Paul the Hiftorian pafles alljg^ 
by, and tells us he fetled his matters, and returned after the taking of Perufium 
unto Pavia. Gregory was conftrained to break off his Cultbme of preaching, and 
betake himfelf to the Law of the City, the Liberty and Safety whereof he was 
forced to purchafe with Money, and through the Intervention of Theudelinda 
the Queen, made a firm Peace for his Romans. 

8. From an Epiftle of this Bilhop to Conftantina the Emprefs, it appears that^E/* 
the Miferies which the Emperour’s Subjects in thefe Parts endured under his cruel India. 13- 
Officers, were as great as any of them almoft fullered from the Barbarous Lom- 
rhe Empe- fa r j S ' xhe Burthen of the Taxes and Impofitions were fo heavy upon thofe of 
Shis Sub! Corfica, that they were forced to fell their very Children to make Money, and 
jedi to revolt, all little enough to fatisfie the Ravenous Colledtours, which not able to bear, they 
fled to the Lam bar ds in Italy, and in a manner left the Illand defolate. In that of 
Sicily one Stephen the Chartulary of the Sea Coafts committed fuch Rapines, as 
the Bifliop affirms all his particular Adts of Violence and Injuftice could not be 
contained in one Volume; and defires her to be a means to the Emperour, that 
thofe things might be redrafted for the preventing of Judgments otherwife like 
to fall upon himfelf, and his Sons, and that Italy might rather want fupplies of 
money, than that they Ihould be raifed&n thatfinfull manner. From Gregory his 
Writings it is farther evident, that the Emperour’s Minifters who being at a great 
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diftance from their Mailer, promifed themfelves impunity in their evilcourfes, op- Sect. 4. 
pofed him in his endeavours for making peace with the Lombards, who, whatever 
Paul the Deacon hath written, for two years and more wafted the Roman territo¬ 
ries with fire andfword, and did great mifchief in Campania , where many Cap¬ 
tains being taken, he took care for the redeeming of fuch as were too poor to pay 
their Ranibme, feverai Prelates of this time contributing to fo good a work. In 
the third year, having often attempted to make a Peace, at length he obtained a 
Truce, with hope that the King would at length fign the whole Treaty s but 
not willing to be cheated with good words and lair promifes, he orders all his 
W Bi- Friends to Hand upon their Guard. This Truce continuedtiU theyearfollowing, 
inojp of Rome and then a p eace was ma de, or another Truce rather, feeing it fcarcely deferves 
ma h e ,w e o a « the name of a Peace, which was to endure but for two years, and yet the Bilhop 
t* L rdoydng that poor Italy Ihould have but fome time to breathe in, by Letters 
ftill extant gives the King thanks that he had heard his petition. That this Peace 
he fo much rejoyced in was in effed almoft as good as none appears from this; 
after the fignirig of the Treaty he ftill complains of hiS being prefled with the 
fword of the Barbarians, beftdesthe pains of the Gout and other loads of Cares 
that lay heavy upon him. The reafon was this: though Agiluif the King had Aren f,if iiem 
fworri positively, yet Arnulf the Duke of Spoletum would not fwear but with re- auodAri-ulf, 
ftridions, and upon conditions, which caftthe good Bifliop into great fears again, 
as appears by his Letter written to Theodorus the Curator of Ravenna, wherein he Umtm In VBCm 
alfo exprefleth the Jealoufte of King Agiluif that he favoured too much the Caufe Aim. Aroif. 
and Party of the Exarch being indeed Mediatour betwixt them. b 2 S** 10 *' 

o. About this time a blazing Star was feen for a month together, at morning 
and evening. Not long after, Euin Duke of Trent died, and was fucceeded by 
Gaidoald a very good and religious man. The Baioarii in thofe days fell upon Gaide-wdd, 
the Sclavi with two thoufand men, but were all met with and put to the Sword by Im i‘- 

Cacanus ♦ and now firft: of all, faith our Authour, were wild Beafts refembling Tuncfrim i m 
Horfes and Oxen, brought firft into Italy, and gazed on as wonders by the people. Caballifdv*- 
Not long after Cacanus King of the Humes fent and made a League with 
at Milan and Romanus the Patritian dying, Gallicinus fucceeded him as Exarch, Utibdi* po- 
and made peace alfo with this King, as alfo did Theuderick, King of the Franks.pin mimula 
Agiluif had the more reafon to embrace the amity of his Neighbours, becaufe his fuerunt - 
own Subjects indangered his Eftate at home. For Zangrulf Duke of Verona re- Zangr.u/bi. 
belled, whom he over-powered and put to death, as alfo Gaidulf Duke of Perga- Auxt ‘ 
mus, whom having twice fpared, he now took in the fame fault again; as alfo 
Warnecaut, whom that he might by this feverity give fome flop to this grow- mrne-gm, 
ing mifchief, lie commanded to be executed at Pavia. Much about this time a- C,,J 03 urt ‘ 
nother great Plague feized Ravenna and other maritime places, and the following 
year a great mortality to the people that lived near Verona: Spears, as it were, of 
bloud were feen in the Air, and the Nights were as light as Day. The year fol¬ 
lowing Ariulf ; who had fucceeded Faroald in the Dukedom of Spoletum died, and 
Faroald’s two Sons contending who, Ihould poflefs his Father’s place, Theudelap Faro £ m * 
obtained the Vidtory and It together. Zotto the Duke of Beneventum in like man- co » tra . a ‘: 
ner dying, King Agiluif fent one Arigis to fucceed him, a Kinfmanof Gifulf Duke 
of Forum Julii, whofeSonshe had brought up. Shortly after, the Daughter of accurrem. 
Agiluif was together with Godefcalck her Husband, of the City of Parma, taken drgis, Homs 
prifoner by fome of the Exarch’s men and carried to Ravenna, her Father bufying^^'^ Com 
himfelf in gathering together Ship-Carpenters, which he fent to Cacanus, King oi minim Adju- 
the Avares, to make him fome Veflels, wherewith .he tranfported men, and inade"^^. 
himfelf Mafter of a certain Illand in Thrace. Dei Servus. K ’ 

The Queen* 10. In the mean time Theudelinda the Queen diverts her felf with magnificent^ Deum 
magnificent Buildings. At Modicia twelve miles from Milan, lhe caufed to be ere&ed a Z'mBomm 
Buildings, beautifull Church, which lhe dedicated to St. John Baptift, and richly endowed nominare mos 

it, in the fame place where formerly Theodorich King of the Goths had built 
Palace, it being near the Alpes, and cool and temperate in the heat of Summer. 2 sidnZl 
In the fame Town lhe alfo made a Palace for her felf, wherein lhe caufed to befaderefipe. 
painted the Achievements of the Lombards, which paintings plainly Ihewed that 
at this time they cut their Hair, and lhaved all up from tire Neck to the upper7; 
part of their Head, their Locks hanging down upon their Faces to their Mouths, 
which they parted and laid on each fide their Foreheads. Their Cloaths, faith 
Paul, were loofe and for the moll part of Linen, fuch as the Angli-Saxons wear, ha- 
The Habit of ving large Seams and interwoven with various Colours. Their Shoes were open 
Lombard:. a lm 0 ft to the end of their Toes, and buttoned or laced together. Afterward they 
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"be^an to wear Hofe,over which when they rode they drew a fort of Breeches called 
talnm bind , but this fafhion they received from the Romans. Hitherto the City 
0 f ftdva had valiantly flood out againfl them, but nowit was all burnt, and by 
order of King Agilulf, levelled with the ground, the Garrifon Souldiers being per- ; 

mitted to goe to Ravenna. Jgilulfhis Ambafladours returning from Cacanus brought /. 4 . i.r 
the ratification of a perpetual Peace and Amity made with the Avares, who lent 
their alfo to the Kings of the Franks, requiring them in the League made betwixt 
the two Nations, to comprize alfo the Lombards. Now did the Lombards, Ava¬ 
res and Sclavi invade Hifiria , which they wafted with fire and fword, at what 
time Tbeudelinda bare a Son to Agilulf, whom being born in the Palace of Modi- 
da they named Adaloald. After this the Lombards took the Caftle of Mount aU 
S/lex, and much about the fame time Gallicinus being beaten from Ravenna, Sma- r» 
ragdus returned, who had formerly been Patritian, as Paul calls him, or Exarch v [im 

of that City for the Emperour. . . .. u _ , 

n That fort of Peace which w 7 e find was made betwixt Agilulf, Gregory the 
Roman Bilhop, and the Eafafch, was openly broken by the latter, who took Parma, 
and therein Godefcalck and his Wife, the Son-in-law and Daughter of the King ; at 
w hich time alfo he fent fome Troops and feized on Brexillum, winch had been ior- 
faken of the Lombards. Agilulf, as he had reafon, was very much concern’d, and 
refolved to fet upon die Romans with greater fury than ever, and take from them 
thofe Towns which the Arms of fierce Alboin had left unconquered. From Milan 
then in the month of July he fet forward and laid fiege to Cremona, being afhftcd 
by the Sclavi, which Cacanus King of the Avares had fent him, and took it on 
the nineteenth of Augufi. He levelled it with the ground as he had done Padua be- 
fnrp and th-n turned upon Mantua, the Walls of which he fo long battered alfo, 
that’he took it about the middle of September,, fack’d it and defac’t it m a lamen 
table manner. Afrighted hereat, they that held the Caftle of ^ulturnsa y ieIded u 4 c. 29 
up and thofe that had feized on Brexillum fet fire to it and departed. Matters thus 
proceeding, the King’s Daughter was fet at liberty by Smaragdus the Exarch, who 
bv command of Mauritius the Emperour, had fucceeded Calhmcus, together with 
her Husband, and all that belonged to her ; and a Truce was made from the month 
of September till the ^/following, The King’s Daughter 
to Parma, and falling into Travail, thereof died, to the no fmall difcontentmenc 
as well of her Father as her Husband. t r _ 

. So great were the Troubles in Italy betwixt the Exarchs of the Emperour 
and the Lombards, that the people were miferably harafled[betwixt them, and 
little or no reft could they have by virtue of any Treaty or Truce that could be 
made. Gregory the Bilhop of Rome having a deepfenfe of thefe mifenes, and ha¬ 
ving often in vain expected aid from Conjlantwople, when he heard of the death 
of Mauricius rejoyced, and fent away fpeedily a Mefienger with Letters to claw 
Phocus the Murtherer and his Wife, that he might obtain fome effectual means tor 
reducing the Lmbards into order, and quieting the Countrey; and on the twenty 
fourth o S f April the Images of Photos and his Wife were folemnly brought to Rome 
and after the Senate and Clergy had made their Prayers for their proipenty with ^ o(3u . n . 
great ioy the Bifhop caufed them to be placed in the Palace, in the Oratory oi ti*M- ««■ 
St dlarius the Martyr. About this time Theodelind bare a Son to Agilulf, whom AM-mJ, 
he called by the name of Adaluald, being Chriftened upon Eafier-day. Now the 
Truce was at an end, and an heavy war feemed to threaten the Exarchate of. Ra- co»M 
venna when yet Agilulf contesting how hard the enterpnfe of taking that City 
would be, ftift gave hi/confent that the Truce fhould be renewed. Andtkre was 
ereat need of it both in refpedt of the prefent feafon, and the ftate and condition to 
whkh Italy had been before that reduced. The Summer wasfo exceflive hot and 
dry that all the Corn was burnt up and fpoil’d, and fuch a dreadfull cold Winter 
followed, as in a manner deftroyed all their Vines. _ 

„ B ut fuch had been the lamentable Eftate of poor Italy hr feveral Years 
before that this might feem to give the laft blow to it already in a dying Con¬ 
dition So Gregory the Roman Bilhop, who died this very year in his Expofm- 
on of'the Prophecy of Ezekiel, deferibesit to us. “ We every where fee nothing 
“ but mourning, hear nothing but grones, Cities are deftroyed, Caftlesdemolilhed ; _ 

“ the Countrey depopulated; the whole Land reduced into a Defart. In the fields 
« there are no Husbandmen, in' the Cities no Inhabitant, and yet the fmall Re- 
“ mainders of Mankind, are even now {truck at without Intermiffion; fome led 
« into Captivity, fome maimed, and othersflain. And m what plight Rome is, 

“ though once theMiftrefs of the World, we fee, even fpent with great and mam- 
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- « fold mifehiefs, by lofs of Citizens, Incurfion of Enemies and frequency ofThreats. Sect. 4 ., 

“ All potent Perfons are taken away from her. Where is now the Senate > Where 
“is the People > All order of Dignity in her is extincft, and yet as that remains 
“ every day the Sword, daily innumerable Tribulations do preis her, and alter 
“ that men fail the very Walls do fall. So dreadfull a face of things was m Italy, 
the effect of the late Conqueft, for when the Vidory is obtained, and the Coun- 
trev won the miferies of the conquered People are not then ended but begun, 
more grievous are the courfes which Conquerours take to prelerye, than ttiofc 
whereby they firft obtained. But now Agilulf by means and perfwafion of his v\ lie 
cfpecially ferns to be well inclined for peace, and applies himfelf to other Methods, 
tending to fettle and fecure that in his Family by love, which hitherto had been 


P i4 He began to think of his own Mortality, and how he might provide for the 
fecunty of his young Son Aldonald, which at length lie concluded would be belt 
AgiMf effefted, by fetting the Crown upon his Head in his own life time. For this pur- 
n rrMKi,? n pofelie afiembled the Eftates together at Milan, where m the open Cirque the 
a ci„!dKing. ^ ^ faluted King by the Peop le, in the Prefence of the Ambafladours of 
Theodebert Ring of the Franks, and invefted with Royal Ornaments With the 
Franks the Peace was renewed, and a perpetual League fworn on both tides, a 
more joyfull day was never feen in Italy, fo bright and pleafant a Sun-fhme, alter 
fo great and terrible a Tempeft. But though a League, as we faid, was made with 
the Franks it was upon very uneven Terms. For the Lombards paid to the 
Tribute to the franks, and fo had long done a yearly Tribute, which Agilulf dteainmg, as much 
Trafy u elow b i m w i 10 had made himfelf famous by fo many Victories, fent three Am- 
bougbt off. ba{radours wkh abundance of money into Gall, wherewith the Principal Courtiers 
were fo bribed, that Clothair the King was perfwaded for thirty thoufand Sohdi 
to fell it and releafe the Nation for the time to come. There was much about 
this time’fome A.dtion-betwixt the King’s and the Exarch’s Forces, for the Lombards 
as foon as the Truce v'as out, fuddenly furprized Grbitum and Balneoregium belon- p.mh BA::- 
sing to the Romans. But Smaragdus the Exarch got them reftor’d, and for twelve 
thoufand Solidi, the Truce to be renewed for another year. Bemg now fecure and at Pauius 
his eafe he began a worthy work, for whereas hitherto Ferrara had been but anPW> c -33- 
inconfiderable Village, but very conveniently feated upon the River Pad us, or Poe, 
agilulf t niar-he compafted it about with walls, and brought it into luch Reputation, that it 
sesFmvnvr. daHy increa f e d a s well in bignefs as fame, and afterward became the feat of moft 
potent Princes, and fohatha long time continued. This fame year, which was the 
fix hundred and fixth of our Lord, died Boniface the Third, Bilhop of Rome (the 
Succeflour of Sabinian, as he of Gregory the Great; and Boniface the Fourth of 
that Name fucceeded him. He was confecrated in the Month of Augufi, and in 
Truce with Ffovember followingthe Truce betwixt the King and the Exarch was renewed for • 

tftc Exarch rc* « i 

newed. three years longer. , . . , 

ij. For two years following though Italy refted from war, yet was it lorely 
affli&ed by Famine and Sicknels; the Efiedts of too exceftive moifture by reafon 
of abundance of Rain. In that following, a Peace and Confederacy was made be¬ 
twixt Agilulf and the Emperour Phocas, which continued for about two y ears,fo long 
as the Tyrant lived. He being (lain by Heraclius, John Lenugius a Patritian, was 
fent to fucceed Smaragdus at Ravenna, who being a Man of a peaceable difpofition, 
and finding Italy in quiet, laboured earneftly fo to keep it, by the fame means his 
Predeceflour had done, conftantly renewing the Truce with the Lombards, as 
there was occafion. By this means Italy continued in good repofe for four or five 
years more, till it wasdifturbed again upon a foreign Account, after this manner. 

Cacanus the young King of the Hunnes, impatient of reft and greedy of booty, 
with a feledt Party of Soldiers, came out of Pannon'ta, and fell on a fudden into the 
The Duke of Dukedom of Forumjulii. The news thereof being brought to Gilulf the Duke, Gifil-uif, Co - 
IK, the he was not at all wanting to himfelf, but gathering an Army, as he could, met the 

Hunnes. Hunnes , and adventur'd to give them battel, wherein his Fortune anfwjered not liis 

Courage, for being iricompafled by the Multitude of the Enemy, he was fiain in 
the Place with almoft all his Men. This being known, Romilda the Duke’s Wife 
with his Sons, and the choice of the Nobility ihutup themfelvesin Forumjulii, 
and the other Towns were reinforced by others, that fled cut of the Countrey. 

The Hunnes having wafted all at their pleafure, at laft came before Forum Julii, 
and laid fiege to it. Here it happened that Romilda theDutchefs getting a fight of jusEcclefix ( 
Cacanus from the Walls, was fo taken with the beauty of the young man, that 
tailing defperately in love with him, Hie offered to him by a Mefienger in cale he c . 

G % would 
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S-rb A would marry her, to deliver the Town into his hands. He promiled her Marri- 
‘^Y'3’ ace and accordingly got into the Town, but then breaking his word he jlundred 

and’ hu nt the place, made the Lombards prifoners, and giving her the iatisfaflion . 
RomiLh the ofcnjoving him for one Night, then delivered her up to twelve Humes to be fati- 
Datdjrf, de- ated v .- th what Ji-e had denred, and at laft, thinking her not fit to live, cauled 
[. Si 1 ’”' her to Ic tanged upon a Gibbet. Her Daughters fared better lor their Chad®, 

bein'* fpared b' the Humes, who thought they flunk, becaufe out ot defign they b m . 
had bound putrined Chickens betwixt their Breads 

16 The Sons of the Duke, Tato , Caco, Rodoald and Grimoald, when they per- Tato, t.ij 5, g 
ceivcd the King’s treachen privately withdrew themfelves and refolvedtt fly ***££ 
Grimoald the Child-being notable, as they concluded, to fit his Horle, one of them 
was about to kill him leit he fhould alive fall into the Enemies hands. But he 
crying out, and promifing to ride as faft as the bell of them, he fet him upon his 
Horfe without anv Saddle and bade him follow. But he could net ride lo fait, but «. alien,.,,:, 
the reft efcaping he was overtaken by an Hum, and being by him earned back gjg». 
toward the Camp did a thing which one would not have expedted irom a Man, efi dukt _ 
much lefs from him. For as the Trooper went before him with the Child’s Horfe 
in his hand, he gave him with his Sword fuch a blow on the Head that he left-him 
for dead upon the fpot, and turning his Horfe he put him to his full fpeed, aud io 
at lennth reached his Brothers. The Humes departing out of the Dutcliy, led a- 
way Captives many Men, Women and Children, promifing to bellow them in 
convenient places in Pannonia, but w hen the) came upon the Borders, perfidioufly .. 
put all the Men of ripe age to death, and led away the \\ omen and Children. 

Af:er their Retreat, the Sons ot Gijulf returned, and Tato and Caco tlieeldeft orde¬ 
red the matters relating to Government. While this difafler happened to the 


The Exarch Lombards thev at Ravenna were not in quiet, where John the Exarch bearing him- 
Kiiied. fdf very bsugh ily, and laving on the people heavier burthens than formerly they 
underw ent w as bv the Multitude killed in the Palace with fuch Judges as he had 
called together for deciding Caufes. Neither were the Aifairs of Campania more 
fettled * here John Conjintus the Duke of Naples, contrary to Ins faith formerly 
given to the Empercur, ieized that City, and with a ftrong Garrifon held it out 
againfl him 1 he News hereof being carried to Conftantinople, Heraclius fent as 
I:kutherius - Exarch into Italy, one Eleutherius a Patritian, and his Chamberlain, a man of 
ientln his ' great wifedom and vertue. This lame year was too remarkable for feveral other 
roon1, accidents In Augufl there was a great Earthquake, and tms was followed by as 
great a Plague, a kind of Scab called Elephatia, w hich lo disfigured the Faces of 
fliedilbfcd, that they could not be known from dead todies. Thiteemment 
rerfons alio died, the Bifhcp of Trent, Duke Gundoaldtpe Brother of Theodehnd, „ nolfltti ‘ p . 
dgilutf dies, and King Agilulf himfelf, alter he had reigned tw enty five years: a perlon famous « 

for his Wars, and as.acceptable upon the account of his Orthodox Religion. This Ptpu , ismll ’ u 
was the DCXV. yea? of our Lord. J .... B 

AaaluM hi, ! 7 . Jgilulf (or Ago') being dead, the Kingdom was confirmed to Adalualdhis 
Son King after g on w } 10 reigned under the Government of Theodelind lus Mother. No Wars 
blm - now arc hard of, Ihe asbecamel.er lex apply ing tar ielfmore to the works ol *j*«* 

Religion than thole of Mars, for which Ihe is defervedly celebrated b) Chuich-men. 

But her Neighbours could not be quiet. There was one Gregory a Patritian who 
governed thofe parts for the Emperour which lay near the Dutchy of Forum Julii. 

He pretended great kindnefs to Tato the Son of the deceafed Gijulf \ made him be- 
Abafe Adtoflievehe would adopt him for his Son, and enticed him to Optigerium , the place 
Gregory the where he j ay t0 perform tiie Ceremony by cutting his Beard according to the 
Offi C e‘r° UrS Lombard cuftome. But having got the poor young man into the Town, with Caco 
his Brother and others of their followers, he cauied the Gates to be Jhut, and 


then fent Souldiers to fall upon them, whom they repulfed and fo long defended 
themfelves, till being purfu’d from Street to Street they killed many they had to 
doe with, and atlaltwere themfelves flain ; which great atchievement being per¬ 
formed, Gregory fent for Tato his Head, and then cut off his Beard to perform his ^ 
godly promhe. 1 he report of this villany being fpread abroad, Grafulf their GmieA «xi- 
Uncle hailed and feized on the Dutchy, Rodoald and Grimoald being yet fo young 
as not to be fit for the management of matters, who within a while, for that their 
Uncle was, or they fo thought or pretended, very fevere to them, fled to Artchts Gnm .*S, 
the Duke of Bsneventum, with whom they had been brought up in their Infancy, 
who kindly entertained them. The fame year, which was next to the death of je f m l 
Agilulf Eleutherius the Exarch came to Ravenna, wheie he made inquifition after the 
death of John, and puniihed w*tli death iuch as were found guilty of the Murther. 
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Thence by the way of Rome, where he was honourably received, he went to Sect a, 
Naples, where not being received, he befieged the other John Confnius in the wy-'J 
City, which being at laft conftrained tofurrender, he was put to death, and par¬ 
don was granted to the Citizens, who were forced to receive a new Gover- 
nour. 

18 . With this Succefs Eleutherias was fo puffed up as to forget that Yertue 
and Moderation once fuppofed to be prevalent in him, and to approve that Vice 
in his own Perfon, which he had fo declaimed againfl, and puniihed in other 
SS Mea Havin S opportunity, the great Corrupter of Mankind, by reafon of the 
thinks to great diflance betwixt thefe Countries and the Emperour, he refolved to make 

ufurp. for the Sovereignty of Italy, and knowing he muft have the Soldiers at his beck 

to aime at this, he paid them their full wages, a thing they had not been much 
ufed to, and by all other means poflible endeavoured to oblige them. While lie 
muzed and contrived how to accomplilh this great Defign, the death of Deujdedit 
the Bifliop, prefented him as he thought with a fitoccafionto begin the Work. • In 
the interval, before the Election of another he refolved to feize on that City, and 
led his Men thitherward to get him pofleflion, but in the way met with the 
News of Boniface the Fifth his Promotion, which made him alter his Councils, 
and make a flattering Speech to the Army, by which and great promifes for this 
time he inveigled them, and affumed the Title of King, which to have farther 
confirmed, by invefling himfelf with Royal Enfigns ofMajefly, he w'ould go on 
to Rome,the fittefl place he faid of all others to receive them. Bur when they were 
is flain by his come asfar as Luceoli, the Soldiers had better confidered of the matter, and upon 
Soldiers. better thoughts duelling the Treachery fell into a Mutiny, which grew to tiiat 
height, that they flew him as a Traitour on the twenty fourth of December, and 
returning to Ravenna , fent his Head to the Emperour. The Emperour Heraclius 
named Ijaacius a Patritian, his Exarch in his Room for the Government^ Italy \ 
and now being refolved of a War with Perfta , made peace with Cacanusthe Hun- 
nifl. -King. Some four years after, one Eufebius came or pretended to come Am- 
baffadour from the Emperour, about fome weighty affairs to King Adaluild. He 
getting intimacy with him one day when the King came out of the Bath, either 
following the Diredions of Heraclius , or on his own Head gave him fomething' 
to drink, which drove him into a Melancholy or Dotage. Perceiving this Plot to 
have taken, he made ufe of his Youth and Madnefs, and feeding his Extravagant 
fancy, perfwaded him to kill all his Nobles for his own fecurity. He followed his 
Advice, and twelve he procured to be flain, which gave fuch an Alarm, that the 
Lombards fearing the mifehief would increafe, accufed him as one that aded the 
.... ... P art not of a King but of a Tyrant, and the year following growing more tumul- 
vSffndA . tU0US ’ amoved lum and his Mother from the Government ; which done they 
rioM made put into his place Arioald the Duke of Taurimm , who had married Gundeber? Ar-walt, He- 
Kin 8' the Sifter of Adaluald. A.D. DCXX1III. & »oristenax. 

19 . This Revolution call the whole Kingdom of the Lombards into very great 
Troubles, all that were concerned not conurring with thofe that did the Fad 
TheBifhops beyond the Foe were earned: for Arioald, and laboured to draw the 
reft to their fide. But Honorius the Bilhop of Rome, and Ifaacius the Exarch ei- 
ther by his procurement, or the Infinuations of Theodelind were for reftoring Ada- 
luald, and the rather induced, becaufe the New King was of the Arian perfwafion 
Ifaacius with an Army endeavoured his Reftitution, and Honorius wrote to him* 
that as foon as he had done his work he fhould fend the Diffenting Bifhops toan- 
nver their Rebellion at Rome. But Ifaacius failed of his Defign, and Arioaldkept 
his pofleflion, governing himfelf with that prudence and temper, that notwith¬ 
standing the Attempts of the Exarch, yet he was fo true to the Intereft of his 
Kingdom, as not to break the Peace with the Romans. The ill Succefs cattTheo- 
dehttd mto fo great a Fit of Melancholy, that, notable to bear up againfl: it it 
brought her into a Confumption of Spirits, and this to fier Grave the year fol- A. D. 627. 
lowing She was much lamented by all good Men, for her Excellent qualificati¬ 
ons both of body and mind, and above all the great refpedt Ihe bare to all things 
Sacred. Several years did Arioald Reign with great Peace both at home and abroad, 
till fomething happened m his own Court, which gave him and his Family great 
duturbance. One Adalulf a Nobleman foliated his Queen Gundeberga for unlaw- Gund,bergs, 
lull pleasures, and was with much Scorn and Indignation rejected. He fearing Benn ’dabof. 
lire would accufe himto prerent her, got to theming, and tells him a formal' ? "‘' 
itory, how Tato the Duke of Etruria , had confpired to take away his Life, and 
many the Queen. Arioald, burning with rage and jealoufie, fliut up his Wife 

clofe 
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-, T,- • ^ c^\ p cS Amellum where Ihe continued three years, tilllhe 

Sea. 4. clofe tote former reputation. For Ckuir King«fthe»«b 

\\ as 1 CiCafed and ie , exTO q u i ate d with her Husband for condemning a La- 

takii’g pay othei, C ”^ 7 "f Blo ^ d of the Franks, and defpoiling her of her dignity 
civ ae,tended ot the Ro) al mo , Arioa M ail f\vered it was not without Anpmk 

without any caufe or c. "relied , that they would agree ** 

cauie, to whom one 1 ie Ai ^F it witb her Accufer in 

as Indeed of all thefe Not- 

a hnglcCombat, inecuuom concerning Accufations m that manner; 

H^baXwto dWtefour years after, and had the honour to make another 
choice both for her fell and the King om. aces affembled about an Election, 
^ ,,, 20. For of chufing her felf 

and giving her the [ame lefpedt as y ^ ^ upon one Rotbari, fit eve- 

^^t^Vo^f/nmnp^en^b iS.Ko 

2?jsr wi*«" theSjS'litaySiV*. p r ft 
sr* "rpaS^ut of 

“ a Defeat ofJuch^onfe^etK^thatit putan^end^oaU^Wars ^ B 

the i!»“ * and the Ejtarcns, ... d E1 t Mes imitated the ancient Ve- 

about XS riiemfelfe?m^rt Sea. and at the mouth of theRi- 

nett and betook tnemieives to in j , Fmnprnurs name they called Hera- 
ver Plants built them a City, t |S™d S, Jd becanfethey 

elk. Certain Countrey-men with.thenCartel^tolloviea ' 

could not al 1 be contained withm ^ t j lis t i me ifaaciiis the Exarch, ha- 

jf.uciu; the Town alfo which they named Egn • Mauritius a Chartulary 

againft him, died fud , den ' 5 ;. who having driven away/ftretfc. 

rMmCi , Sty .ha Senate, fern rWem his Exarchin- 

t0 ff/Now arrived the feventy fob from the Entrance rfthe■"» 
who all this while being ,n ° r V"‘™t 5 from tl | ir Neighbours 

Peace, and fo concerned mfecuring P amongft themfelves about pri- 

witliout, that they fcarcely had time to ^ nt “ a a ^ ten s Laws but 0 nely by Cu- 
vate In ter ells, had never been govern y y defcended by Tradition. But 

ftomeand fuch RulesrSJ'as heJer happens^ tfcy became the^nore contentious 

“ vine Clemency came, the feventy fix , PP ^’ S s ub j e & s t hat hitherto 
“ How great our care and anxiety is and hath been for our Objects, tna^ 


Olympim the 
Exarch drives 
the Saracens 
out of Sicily 
and dies. 
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“ annexed doth declare. Then he tells how he was moved to make thefe Laws Sect. 4, 
« b y the daily oppreflions of the poor, and the infolence of tliofe that had power 
“ to afLlicft their Neighbours, that every one might live in peace and keep what 
“was his own without intrenching upon others. He concludes with a Sanction 
« that thefe Laws and no others lhould be in force, always faved and referved a 
« power to himfelf to add thereto fuch as by himfelf, or by ancient Men could 
« be ca lled to mind. He commands that fuch Caufes as were already ended 
« fliould not be called again in queftion; but fuch as were not yet decided, or 
« f r p m that prefent twenty iecond day of November lhould take their rife, lhould 
« b e ordered and determined according to this EdiCt. And this he commands in 
« general, that no advantage be taken by reafon of any fault of the Writer, and to 
“ prevent all inconveniences of that nature, credit lhould not be given to any c- 
“ther Copies but fuch as lhould be written, approved or revifed by Anfuald his 
“ Notary* who had fufficient licence and authority in that behalf. 

2 2. Some five years after the publication of this EdiCt died Aricbis the Duke of 
Beneventum , after he had held the Dukedom fifty years, who left a Son, Aio by 
name, but he being a Man of a crazy Brain (Paul tells us by reafon of a Potion vb.^.c 45. 
given him by the Romans at Pavia') he commended to.his Lombards, Radoald and 
Grimoald the Sons of the Duke of Forum Julii, who, as we faid, had lied to him, 
and now were in the flower of their Age, affirming it were better for them that 
they governed than Aio. Yet Aio fucceeded his Father in the Government of the 
Samnites , as Paul calls them, and the other two obeyed him in all things as their abcvdjmili* 
elder Brother and their Lord. The following year the Saracens and the Sclav/ in- tudim. 's-~ 
vaded Italy. The Saracens came from Africk, who having much harafled the fp 

Ifland of Sicily led away multitudes of Captives. The Sclav'/ from Dalmatia, on ^Tiixons;}, 
which they hadfeized, palled over to Sypontus and walled Apulia, where they en- m?j: ifu'j. 
camped themfelves; and about their Camp digged Ditches, which they covered ’p~ 

over with light Earth as if it had been firm Ground. Aio hearing of their Invafi- % 
on, with a party of Men, but without the knowledge of Radoald or Grimoald his cmEau.c.^ 6 . 
Governours went out againft them, and thinking to tall upon their Camp, he fell 
into one of the Ditches, and therein was overpowered and llain, after he had been 
Duke a year and five months. Radoald within a little time, hearing what had 
happened, gathers together a fufficient power, and coming upon them more wari¬ 
ly than th^ other had done, kills of them a great number, revenges the Death of 
Aio y and drives the reft out of all the Domimons of the Dukedom, of which now 
he took the Title and the Prote&ion. But he did not long enjoy the Honour, dy¬ 
ing within lefs than two years, and left his Brother Grimoald his Succeflour. The 
fame year Olympias the Exarch having beaten the Saracens out of Sicily died of 
ficknefs he had contracted by too much pains he had taken ; which Conflans tiie 
Emperour having underftood, fent for theodorus Calliopa and ordered him once 
more to go Exarch into Italy. This was the fame year that the Saracens took 
Rhodes , and call down the famous Colojfe which was dedicated to the Sun, where¬ 
of we have already fpoken: The fix hundred and fifty firft year of our Lord. D - 6 ^- 
13. In that which followed King Rotbari died, after he had obtained much ho¬ 
nour both for the Wars he had managed, and the Lav/s he had made; and left 
Rodoaldus his Son his Succeflour, a Man of a peaceable difpofltion, malting no waldyjm. 
Wars, but fome religious Contefts with the Orthodox Bilhops, being tainted, as cns LmfJS ' 
his Father had been, with the Arian Herelie. There is little or nothing memora¬ 
ble of him, but that after he had been King five years and fevendavs he was killed 
by a Lombard whofe Wife he had debauched. He having left no Children, though 
Paul tells us he married Gundilerg the Daughter of Agilulf and Theudelindy the 
Eftates met about a new Election, and the choice fell upon Aribert (or Aripert) 
the Son of Gunduald, who was Brother to Tbeudelind. Neither is there any thing Ar-pcht, tv- 
memorable of him, but that he built at Pavia the Oratory of St. Saviour, and died 
after he had reigned nine years, faith Paul, although Sigonhs allows him not a- conus, /.4.C.55, 
bove five at moll. He moft imprudently divided his Kingdom betwixt his Sons, Brebt-nidja. 
two young Men, Bertarid (or Pertharii) and Godebert, or Gundebert, which ^erdP^ekd, 
gave occalion to very great Commotions. Bertarid was to reign at Milan, and Breed 13 >10- 
Godebert at Pavia. But the latter not content with the Part allotted him quar f 0 ;!* 
relied with his Brother, and as in all fuch ambitious practices is common trom Ip'fppp 
lefs to come to more, and at length nothing would fatisfie him but the whole King- ”i updn.s. 
dom; which though he himfelt by plain 11l ength could not ccmpals, yet by me 
means of Friends he doubted not but at length to be pofleiied of the whole. He PP. "'***’ 
fent Garibald the Duke of Taurhum to Grimoald the Duke ot Beneventum to deiire V ■•••■ 



















C„A , likhelo and in cafe he would give him his utmoft affiftence, to oftr him hisown 
^• 4 ; wifc But the Ambffcdour afted quite befides his Inliruaions, adviling 

GrimoM to come himfelf, and to decide the Conttoverfie betwixt the two Bro- 
by making himfelf Monarch of the Lmhrds, bemgas to Age mote ripe 
S to cSrfel more prudent, and as to Strength , of greater Interell than either 

0f ^T'crmJd being a man of an affive and ambitious temper could not but liften 
to him and at length his ambition quite conquered other paffions, fo that he be- 
camea’Competitour for the Kingdom, and to make himfelf aTitle witha yery 
powerful! Army marched toward Tavia, having appointed his Son BcmaU tube j~Mb, 
gXof BenJntmin his Head. WhenhecametoPto/ahe fent, Gar,laid be 
fom to declare his coming to Golden, who confultmg with Ganidl about a fit 
place wdierein to lodge Grmoald, he anfwered none was fo fit as his own Palace 
E to whom he had promifed his Sifter. Accordingy Grmoald came and 
was revived into the Court, but Garilald that was the evil Inftrument betwixt 
riiem perfoaded the King that he Ihould not admit him to his prefence without 
havinn^put on privy Armour, and then Grimoald he told on the other fide, that 
except he came well prepared Godeler, had a defign and would kill him, wearing 
privy Armour for that purpofe. Accordingly the next day when they came to 
GnWJ kill, meet, Grimoald found the King armed, and thinking it was upon defign, as he W 
been informed, drew his Sword and flew him in the place, which done he made 
himfelf Mallei of his whole Dominion and all his Treafures, though he left a 
S oung Son named Reginleri, whom his faithfull Friends concealed and mferved, §£« 

if it might be, to another time, Grmoald making no great inquifition after him he £p PmtJ 
becaS Infant. Bertarid the other Brother, hearing how matters wen^de- 
fpaTred of withftanding fuch an Adverfary as Grimoald and ran away from Milan 
to Cacanus the King of the Avares, leaving his Wife Rodehnd and Crnilerthsj 
young Son behind him, whom Griwwtf banilhed to Beneventum. As loxGanbald 
Garibald de- die Authour of all thefe mifchiefs fuch an end he had as he deferved. For there 
fcrvedlyflain. was one of the Family of Godebert, little in ftature but a Man of extraordinary 
courage and refoiutionf who living in Taurinum, and hearing that he would come 
to ClS on^er Day, placed himfelf near the Font with a naked Sword under 
Ids Clothes and as he came near the place, with all his might laul at him and 
ilew him ’ He himfelf by the followers of Garilald was incompafled quickly and 
Sain • but fo he revenged the Death of Godelert his Lord. And with their two 
Lives Paul the Deacon concludes his fourth Book of the Gefts or Adions of the 
Lombards, to whom, as his Countreymen, he bears no fmall anedtion. 

ic. Grimoald having killed the one Brother, and driven the other with his 
Wife and Son into baniihment married their Sifter, and with great applaufe of the 
Lombards dechxed himfelf King; which done, he fent back his fortunate Army 
to Beneventum retaining onely the principal Officers to doe them honour. He 
did not doubt now to fecure his Eftate if he could but deftroy Berthartd (or Per- 
tl ark) the other Brother, for which purpofe he fent to Cacanus , or the Ring of M m, 
the Humes requiring hL uponpein of his difpleafure, and an abfolute rupture** 
betwixt the’two Kingdoms, to banilh him lus Dominions. Cacanus not thinking 
fit to be at difference at this time with his Neighbour, commanded the poor 
Prince to quit his Territories, which he perceiving he muft out of neceffity doe, 
aJ-d that he could not promife himfelf whereever hefhouldgo any^antmam- 
tenance or effectual affiftence, thought it moft fit to goe to him who had the molt 
reafon of all to fupply him, and fent before him one Z/nulf his Friend to give him 
notice of his coming Grimoald was very joyfull to hear of it, and commanded 
an Houfe to be furmfhed at Pavia every way fit for his Reception. But: hisTriends 
were too friendly, flocking in great numbers to him night and day and fliewing 
fo much Sneft as caft the frurper into a very great fit of ifouteM 
wrought fo far thathe appointed him a Guarded the nextmghtmtendedtorimke 
anendof him. Nowit wonderfully happened that Bertarid had notice of the De¬ 
fied and fuch a fagacious Wit as that of Vnulf to affift him, by whole advice he 
changed hisCloaths, andpaffingby the Sentinels, got over the River, and jo ra¬ 
king m the Paftures fuch Horfes as he could come by, with fuch Companions as 
VmlfhtA provided him, efcaped to Hafta, thence to Taurinum, and at Jaft into 
France - where when Grimoald heard thathe was arrived, he fretted much, as at a 
thing which had happened quite contrary to hls ^ e ^ lim m 

and incomparably mercifull withall, that he did not onely not bjame or quarrel ^ 4 . 
with Vmdj\ but commended him highly for his conftant fidehty to his Ma 
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- him and another of his Servants leave, either to flay orgoto him as he Ihould Sect 4 

think convenient. The King of the Franks, » whom Bertarid made his app 1- 
cation, was fo touched with a fenfe of his aftlidhon, that the Year following he 
fenta ftrongArmy, to replace him in his former condition. Grimoald buckled 
himfelf to refiftence, but perceiving he was too weak to graple with fuch a Pow¬ 
er when ftrength would not doe, he ufed Craft, and thereby became Supenour to 
his Enemies. He himfelf made as if he fled out of fear, but left his Camp well Ca p 5. 
furniilied with all NecefTaries, efpecially Wine in great Quantity, by which bait 
lie hoped to catch the inconfiderate Franks. And lo he did, for they coming and 
finding no body there but fo good chear ready for them, inftead of purfumgthe 
Enemy fell on it, and when their Bellies and Heads were full, betook themfelves 
to their reft. Grimoald having notice hereof, after the fecond Watch, when they 
were in a dead fleep, came upon them and made fo great a flaughter, that lie 
left very few of them alive, to carry home the News of the defeat. 

2 6. The year following, Conftans the Emperour came into Italy , upon what 
account Opinions are various. Some, as we have already faid, thought him by 
terrible Dreams and a fright full Confcience, about his Brother whom he had mur- 
thered, driven from Conftantinople to feek Diverfion. Others believed he departed 

from that City out of hatred to the Inhabitants, who bore him no good will up- Cc6(3 
on the account of Religion. And lome, as Anaftafius and Paul , were of opinion, 

. , that he came to drive the Lombards out of Italy. With a Fleet exceedingly well 

En™ furniflied he arrived at tarentum, and thence led his Army to Beneventum, taking 
comes into Luceria and feveral other Towns belonging to the Lombards in his way, and late 
luly - down before it, refolving to ufe all force and art imaginable, for ftormmgof it. 

Romoald the Son of Grimoald the King was now Duke thereof, who afloon as the 
Emperour approached,fent away to his Father Sefuald who had been hisGovernour, Jftftdus St. 
tolet him know the great danger he was in; and now refufing to venture for \P s 0, am lm 
the main chance, diverted the Befiegers, as he could, by frequent Sallies, and ob- p.t„io Sits. 
viating their Strategems and Defigns. Grimoald receiving the News with all fpeed JJJ " _ 
he couw got an Army together, and with as much hafte marched toward Bene- nius cumejfet 
vent urn , lending the Mellenger back with News of his. coming, who being near Ungus Ta¬ 
lus Journeys end, fell into the Hands of the Romans , who brought him to the 
Emperour’s prefence. Conftans demanding what he was and whence he came, he friis nomini. 
without concealing his bufinefs told him he was fent by the King to give his ^ fit 1 fi - 
Son notice of his coming, which call the Emperour into a mighty tear, andcau- 
fed him to treat about Peace with Romoald , that before his Father’s coming, he 
might get fafe to Naples , for performing the conditions of which he received, IdemiC . s. 
Gifa the Sifter of Romoald as an Hoftage. But to deceive him he commanded Gift conmc- 
Sefuald to goe to the walls, and tell him nothing of his Father’s approach, but f™ ht eX (u!S' 
on the contrary to affirm that he could not poflibly give him any relief. H t Gilbert) co- 
promifed he would doe lo, but coming to the walls and asking for Romoald he mmm copo- 
bad him be of good comfort, for his Father would fliortly be with him, being''"*’ 
that Night to encamp at the River Sangius, defiring him to be good to his Wile 
and Children, for thefe perfidious People would not fuller him to live. Accor¬ 
dingly the Emperour commanded his Head to be cut off, and with an Engine to 
be call into the Town, where Romoald caufed it to be brought to him, and, ha¬ 
ving with Tears and Lamentations killed it, • to be decently buried. 

27. Conftans having done this great feat, for fear of Grimoald his coming Paulas, lib. 1. 
departed for Naples, and in his way received fome lofs by Tranfemund the Count c ^r emundui 
of Capua , his falling cn his Men, and taking them in a difadvantageous Pofture. siwnio'plu- 
Whether to be revenged for this or for other reafons, Salurrus one of his Nobility immtcm eum 
defired he might have but twenty thoufand Men, ingaging with them to defeat 
Grimoald , of which the whole Court had fo great apprehenlion. Grimoald being numCmitm, 
come to Beneventum, and having notice of this his undertaking, though he 
thought at firll to have gone againft him in Perfon, yet at his earneft defire fent 
Romoald his Son, who met him at Formice , and gave him battel. For a longtime vis in loco qui 
the Succefs was doubtfull, till one Amelingus a Lombard, that carried the King’s ^ 
Spear, ftruck down a certain Greek from his Horfe, and afterward taking him up Jocabattfrw- 

felted 16 " de * 011 ^ le Pohit of his Spear, held him aloft over his Head to the great Admi- hummer ex¬ 
ration of all the Beholders, and the Confternation of the Greeks, who prefently ^t'tri- 
begantorun, and left an undoubted Vidtory to Romoald Conftans perceiving it vifti. 
labour in vain to meddle any more with the Lombards, thathe might not leem ^ m > 
to have come into Italy for nothing, refolved to goe and vifit Rome. Both the Ameihg, 
Bilhop and all the Citizens were glad to hear the News, it having been a longtime teioonus. 

H fince Ca P I 
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a fince an Emperour had therein fet his foot, and they refolved to receive him 
with Extraordinary Honour. Fitalianus the Biiliop with all Ins Clergy, and the 
Roman People met him at five Miles diftance from the City, on the third day be¬ 
fore the Nones of July in the fixth Indication, and the fix hundred and fixty third } 
\ ear of Our Lord. Having done his Devotions at the Churches, and vifited all the 
He is facriie- places worthy of his Notice, after twelve days flay in the City; he departed and 
gious at Rome, carried along with him all the brafs he could find, defacing many great Monu¬ 
ments of Antiquity, and the Majefty of Rome, and not attaining Irom the very 
Coverings of Churches. From Rome by Land he went to Naples, and thence by Jy 
Sea pafied into Sicily. Grimoald to reward the fervice done by Trajemnd the q 
Duke of Capua , gave him his Daughter to Wife, and Zotko the Duke of Spoletum N 
dying, that Dukedom as £tPortion, which done he returned back to his Houle at Cw 

During his Abfence Lupus the Duke of Forum Julii, had plaid many pranks i.u 
which were not to be pafied over in filence. Into the Territories of the Veneti, w 
he marched with a Party ofHorfe, and plundered the Church of Acpuileia, with 
the wealth of which not contenting himfelf, being left by Grimoald in Pavia, lie «! 
committed there many outragious Enormities, verily believing that the Ring c . 
would never return alive from the Expedition. But hearing that he returned with 
Lupus revolts. a ] (inc j Q f triumph, he durft not abide his coming, but flying to Forum Julii, c, 
there he revolted and renounced his Allegiance to Grimoald, who being highly 
incenfed againft him refolved to reduce by force, and punilh him, but unwilling 
in the lealt to bring his Lombards acquainted with Civil wars, he hired Cacanus ^ 
the Hums to come upon him, who accordingly the following year 'with an in¬ 
finite Multitude invaded lus Territories, and wafted all far and wide with an hoftile 
Courage. Lupus was not yet backward to defend his People, but with fuch For¬ 
ces as he could make oppoled himfelf, and that with fuch ftrange Succefs, that 
fighting four davs together, Cacanus at firft received more lofs, than he brought 
damage to the Lombards. But at this incenfed, as at the greateft Infamy, with all 
Violence and better ConduCt he fet upon them again, and not onely defeated 
He is Pain them, but killed Lupus in the Battel. Accounting now all his own he overran the c 
Countrey, and wafted all parts of it at his pleafure, till Grimoald being made to un- 
derftand it fent to him, and putting him in mind of their former Covenant, ad- 
monilhed him, his work being now done, to draw his Forces out of theDutchy 
of Forum Julii: Cacanus anfwered plainly, that he would not fo quit a Countrey, 
which he had obtained by Arms, and with fo much bloud of his followers, with 
which anfwer Grimoald was highly offended, and got together as good an Army 
as he could, but nothing to be compared for Numbers to that of his Adverfary. 
Being therefore fo infericur in Numbers, he invented a way how to have his Forces 
reprefented to the Hunnijh Ring far more numerous than they were. The Am- 
bafiadoursof Cacanus, being prefent when he muttered his Souldiers, liecaufedp 
them the next day to change their Cloaths, and fo he did twice or thrice, which f ' 
made the Ambafiadours fully believe they were thrice as many as indeed they c , 
were, and they reporting it to their Matter out of fear, he retreated into lus own c 
Kingdom. Lupus being flain, Warnefrid his Son by the afiiftence of the Sclavs, p 
fought to obtain the Poffeffon of his Fathers Dukedom, but by the procurement r 
, ,,. o of Grimoald was overpowered and flain. He then made one Weclari Duke of fo -« 

And lus on. ^ y^ an( j married Theodorata the Daughter of Lupus to his Son Romoald. 

29. Grimoald being now at his eafe, thought it time to animadvert upon thole 
who in Expectation of a Change, had forfaken him in his march againft the Em- c 
perour Conjtans. A Town called Forum Popilii belonging to the Romans, he de- * 
populated becaufe the Inhabitants had been very troublefome to his Men, during r 
Grimoald re- the War in their palling, and repairing to Beneventum. Prctendingan Expedition /, 
vengefuii. another way in the time of Lent he pafied over the Hill Bar do into Trefcia, and on? 

a fudden, when none expeCted it from the Apemine, fell down upon it on Bajter c 
Eve; at fuch time as they were bufie in baptizing Children, and filled the City» 
with fuch flaughter, that the very Deacons, that miniftred at the Sacrament, were t 
not fpared. ’ After this remembring how his two Brothers Tato and Caco had been t 
circumvented and bafely killed at Opitergium, he deftroyed it alfofor Company, < 
Two Years after Alzeco the Duke of the Bulgari came with many Followers, but t 
peaceably into Italy, and defired of Grimoald fome grounds to inhabit, which re -, 
quell the King granted, afligning them the Towns Sepia, Bonianum and ^Jernia, • 
which at this time were not inhabited in the Dutchy of Beneventum, and comman-, 
Jed his Son to admit him as * Gafiald, or the Count of them. The year follow- 1. 
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-to GrimOd kept himfelf at home, and applied his mind to the fitting of Lasvs SeA 4. 

tcTthe wants ana temper of the People, to which purpofe he revifcd the Edift 

of Rothari formerly mentioned, repealing fome tilings, and adding man), whic 1 ? y 

his Tud»es fu«eeftect to him to he both wanting, and neceflary for the Admimftra- 
rionof Jufficf S Tho Year that followed teas Cmjlav'm 1 the Emperour flain in 
the Month of July, and Confiantine his Son continued his Reign as he had begun. u f um minmi 
Grimoald lived fome three years after him, and then died alter this manner. He wfersmt. 
had been let bloud, and nine days after going to bend a bow to flioot at a i lgeon, „ ulig> 
three Veins in his Arm broke, and, as was reported, his Phyficians applied fome po> - Anm^gm e. 

• U V fonnus Plafter to the Sore, and fo made an end of him; after he had reigned nine ***«» 1 *• 
Gwm years as Paul the Deacon writes, but Sigonius begins his Reign in the fix hundred p ; tuIuS} 5i 
and fixty firft Year of Our Lord, and ends it not till the feventy fecond He up. 33. 
was a Man of very ftrong Conftitution of Body, and had an Head as yell fur- Dcl ; XXI i ( 

ni ^cf *He left a Son by the Daughter of Aribert, named Garilald, who was very 
young. At the fame time Bert arid was making a Journey Irom France mo Bri¬ 
tain, to vifitthe Saxon Kings. He had fcarcely put off to Sea, when a Voice was 
heard from Land wluchasked for him, and advifed him to return home for Gri¬ 
moald had been dead three days. Returning with fpeed to the fliore, the Pedon 
that fpake it could not be found ; he therefore interpreted it as a Voice from Hea¬ 
ven and prefently put himfelf upon his Journey. And lus Expectation deceived 
him not, for when he cametoth e Alpes, hefound there the Guards and all the 
Officers of the Court ready to receive him, whither he hailed with a chearlull 
mind, anddepofing the Boy Garilald, in the third Month after the death of his 
Father with the great Joy and Expectation of the Lombards, he reaftumedhis 
Btruridnco- Roya i ’ E ft ate , and called back his Wife Rodelinde, and his Son Cmipert from Bene- 
vm the King- vg/f p tm w liere they lay in Exile. Having reigned above feven Years, in his 
um eighth he made Cmipert his Partner in the Kingdom, and with him reigned ten cm-bmt, a- 
more, if Paul our Hiftorian be in the right. Many years they Jived in great tran- J 2 ,f!cGrc. 
quillity, and the State profpered; till at length their Quiet was interrupted by Ala- 
chis the Duke of T'ridentum or Trent, who having overmaftered the Count of the £"**“£?“f 
Baioarii, wasfo puffed up with his Succefs, that depoftng the King lie fortified his am denotant. 
City all manner of ways againft him. Bertarid hereupon, with what forces h e inde cunning, 
could get together, befiegedhim in Trent, but he made fo violent a fally out againft 
him, as obliged him to break up hisftege, and after great lofs of Men to fly a- tari pi) gk Sci- 
way for his Life. Notwithftanding this yet Cunipert, having had great Friend- uhm- 
Ihip and Familiarity with him from his youth, perfwaded his Father to pardon 2 c dam Dux 
and receive him into favour, and fo true was he to the facred Rights of Friendlhip, ejjit in rn- 
that when Bertarid feveral times contrived his Ruine, yet ftill he diverted the 
Execution, nay hoping ftill he would at laft be faithfull, and with intention to mite Eaioario- 
conquer him by kindnefs, he perfwaded him to make him Duke of Brixia; rumjmnilU 
though the old King bid him ftill take heed what he did, and told him he did not 
fo much by thefe good Offices oblige to him a Friend, as ftrengthen an Enemy K an„ m &>*- 
to his own deftruCtion, for he would by the frellihelp and afiiftence of theBrix- Urn oaftcll.t 
ians C who made a powerfull Intereft among the Lombards ) at length pulh for 
the Kingdom itfelf. About this time one John was fent to fucceed Theodore in the mirificP Jiipe- 
Exarchate of Ravenna, and fome three years after Bertarid, the.old King of the Di f 

Bertarid dies. £ m bards, died, a Prince to be commended for his Piety towards God, his Juftice 22 lib! \.c. 

toward his Subjects, and his Charity to the Poor. 

5m h ' S 3 1 - Cumbert his Son then continued his Reign, having married Hcrmelinda a 
-°n mg. j^ ac |y 0 p t j le s toc k 0 f t i ie Anglo-faxons. No fooner almoft was his Father dead, 
but he found how true a Prophet he had been in the Cafe of Alachis, who in re¬ 
turn to all his kindnefs, and more than Brotherly-love, plotted how to deprive 
him of Ills Kingdom, and get the Crown upon his own Head. Having drawn 
dUckis rebels, into the Conlpiracy two Brothers Aldo and Granfo, the molt confiderable Citizens P^lus du¬ 
o’s Brixia, and feveral other Lombards , he watched his time when the King was 5 <>-- 

abfent, and contrary to his Oath of Fidelity feized on his Palace in Pavia, which 6 ' 
done he took upon him the Royal Title. Cmibert having notice of this Treafon, 
and altogether unprovided, as having never expected any fuch thing, went and 
fortified himfelf as well as he could in the Ifland Comacina, in the Lake Larium. 

In the mean time the Tyrant carries himfelf as he had begun, and hurried by his 
own Inclinations, never confidered how it behoved him by a fair demeanour, to 
keep what he had already obtained. To the Churchmen he carried himfelf with 
great pride and feverity, and could not conceal his Tyrannical and Ingratefull 
Ha. Humour, 




















52 The Kingdom of the Lombards in Italy, Contemporary Part ly 

'c.A Humour, toward thofe that had been the Authours of his Advancement. On a 

J-Uj time as he was telling Money in his Palace, the Son of Aldo happened to be there, 39 ‘ 
and a piece falling down upon the Table, took it up and ofltcioufly gave it to 
him. He imagining the Child could not underftand his meaning, faid tohim, thy 
Father hath many fuch as this, which if it pleafe God, he lhall e’er long give to me. 

But the Boy at his Return home told this, and other paflages tb his Father, from 
which Aldo concluded he had been grofly miftaken in his meafures, and that if 
he did not by fome fpeedy Ad prevent it, death and the Ruine of his Family 
ihould be the Reward of all his Services to the Tyrant. Having communicated his 
thoughts with Granfo his Brother, and others of his Friends, they thought fit to 
perfwade Alacbis to go out to hunt, and take his pleafure in the Foreft, promifing 
they would keep the City of Pavia for him, and moreover at his Return, prefent 
him with the Head of Cmibert that drunken Sot. 

31. He was perfwaded, and out he went to recreate himfelf in the Foreft, which 
while he did, Aldo and his Brother repaired to Cunihert in the Ifland. Falling at 
his Feet they bewailed their Crime and Misfortune together, and begging his par¬ 
don, agreed on a day whereon to put Pavia again into his Hands. This they 
performed to the great Joy and Satisfadion of the Inhabitants, the Clergy efpeci- 
ally, and to the as great difiatisfadion of Alacbis, who after he had fpent the heat 
of his Rage againft Aldo , went into IJlria to raife Forces. Several Cities, fome by 
perlwafions, and others by force, he brought to join with him and the Army of 
Forum Julii , which was marching to the Afliftence of Cunihert , by a ftrange wile 
he diverted from their purpofe, for, Handing at a Bridge they were to pafs, lying 
over the River Liquentia, as they marched Itragling one from another, he forced 
them to fvvear Fidelity to him, and then kept every one from returning to his 
Companions to tell them the cheats, and give them notice of whom to beware. 

Not long after having got together a confiderable Power, lie moved againft Cuni- c,,p. 4c . 
hert, and they incampedthe one againft the other in the Fields of Coronata, where 
Cunihert fent and challenged Alicbis to a Tingle Combat, tofave the Lives of fo 
many which elfe of necellity muft be deftroyed. But Alacbis remembring his 
Strength and Courage, when they were young together refufed the offer, though 
he wasalfofolicited to it by one of his followers, who upon his refufal difdaining 
toferve fuch a Mafter, forfook him, and went over to his Enemy. The two Armies 
then being to decide the Controverfie, when Cunihert was about to charge, Zeno 
a Deacon of the Church at Pavia , bearing him great affedion, and afraid lie Ihould 
mifearry, came to him, told him all their Safety confifted in his, and that if he pe- 
riilied in the Battel, the Tyrant would by divers ways of Torment put them to 
death, therefore he prayed him to give him leave to put on Ills Armour to coun¬ 
terfeit his Perfon, and to goe for him: if fo be he perilhed the lols would not be 
great, and if he lived the thing would redound unto his Honour, having by his 
Servant obtained the Vidory. 

33. The King very earneftly refufed, but overcome by the Prayers and Tears 
of feveral of the By-ltanders, at length yielded, and Zeno being much of his height 
and iliape, when he had put on his Armour, he could not be known from Cu¬ 
nihert himfelf. The Battel was fought with great Animofity on both Tides, and 
Alacbis bending all his malice, and the utmolt force he could make toward the 
Wing, where, as he imagined, Cunihert flood, came up with and ingaged Ins dugui- 
fed Adverfary, whom but little skilled in fuch affairs he flew, and in great jollity 
and triumph commanded his Head to be cut off, and fet upon the Point of a 
Spear, that the Soldiers on both fides might perceive it. But when he came to 
take off his Head, the Head of a Clerk not that of a King appeared, whereat he 
was much amazed, and from his amazement fell into a great paflion againft all 
Churchmen vowing in cafe he got the Vi&ory, he would fill a Pit with their Tel- ^ 
tides In the meantime Cunihert, perceiving his Men much dejeaed at the Re¬ 
port of his death, and that they began to fly, Ihewed himfelf to them, and 
revived their Spirits to fuch a meafure, that they were ready and chearlull tor a 
fecond ingagement: when Cunihert again fent to Alacbis i and to avoid theEttuii- 

I* (lain. on Biouti, 0 nce more offered to decide the Quarrel by a Duel. But he refufed, 
iovned battel the fecond time, and therein was flain, and with him molt of his 
followers: fuch of them as efcaped, being fwaflowed up by the flouds of the Ri¬ 
ver Adua. The Army of theDutchy of Forum Julii , was not at the Battel, 101 
having fworn to Alacbis , and yet it being againft their Confidences to fight lor him, 
they neither alfifted the one nor the other, but when they came to ingage, depaited 
home. AUbit being thus flain. King Cmikrt in triumph returned to 


* 
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having made a fumptuous Funeral for Zeno the Deacon, reigned with all Profpe- Sect. 4, 
a Mon.tftery rity, Juftice and Moderation. In the Field of Coronata where the Battel was fought, 
built to Sc built a M on aftery to St. George. 

George. ^ About two years after Romoald the Duke of Beneventum, for what caufe is 

uncertain, invaded Calahria belonging to the Emperour, and being without any 
confiderable Fortification or Defence he took Tarentum , Brundufvon and the whole 
Countrey round about, and not long after died, when he had Governed lixteen 
years, and left his Dukedom much inlarged to his Son Grimoald , who held it for 
three years longer, having married iVigilinda the Sifter of Cunihert , and Daughter 
of King Bertarid. After the Death of Grimoald , Gafulf his Brother was Duke, 
and held the place feventeen years, whofe Wife was Winderta the Mother of 
Romoald his Son. But much about the fame time that Romoald invaded the Ter¬ 
ritories of the Emperour great ftirs happened in the Dukedom of Forum Julij-, 
where Rodoald had fucceeded Landar , as he did Weclari , who was made Duke 
by King Grimoald as we faid before. In the abfence of Rodoald from the City one An fFA, Gr.t. 
Ansfrid , from a certain Caftle called Reunia , feized on the Government and Title wUnft^Gra- 
of Duke without any Warrant or Authority from the King. Rodoald in much tu in Nm ‘ 
trouble at the Report, departed into IJlria, and thence Sailing to Ravenna , lie lo ^ 

came to Pavia to Cunihert, who ihortly had Intelligence that Ansfrid intended tcton4no " 
to be his Rival alfo for the Kingdom • but as he was making preparations for fo 
great an Enterprize, he was taken at Verona , and being brought before the King, 
was deprived of his fight, and fo baniflied. Then was Aldo the Brother of Rodoald Lmo'juU.mo- 
made Duke of Forum Julij, and held it feven years, as Sigonins gathers from lome 
other circumitances, though Paul theHiftorian writes that he Governed by the TJofdtir'^'- 
Nameof Prefervator or Protestor of the place but for one year and feven months. doMlocifcr- 
Such profperity had Cunihert during his Life, which lafted twelve years after that Tfpfranwm 
Humbert dies, of his Father. He was a man very eminent for his neatnefs and goodnefs, and no lels &mcnfi"frp. 
remarkable for his courage and dexterity in War. tem^uberm- 

3 j. His Succeffour he appointed his Son Liuthert, and becaufe he was young, 3 ' 

left one Afprand a man of great Nobility and Wifdom to be his Governour, who Lmt-brebivd 
held the place and managed it with great fincerity for the fpace of eight months. E'u- ht ’ ■ 
wFtobc Then didGodehert’s Son, Ragunhert by Name, whom when Grimoald Wew him he df us mi Tut- 

ling. left young, and who now was Duke of Taurinum, thinking he had good opportu- Z m u ? a ? uA 

nity prefented by the Infancy of Liuthert, fet up for himfelf, and defeating Af- eU 

prand and his Aflociates in battel, obtained the Sovereignty. During his admini- tb comp.trc.’iis, 
ftration of affairs, Gifulf the Duke of Beneventum with a ftrong Army invaded A »- 

Campania ; which wafting with Fire and Sword, betook thence great numbers £ Tmm ~ 
both of Cattel and Captives, and proceeded fo far that John the Bilhop of Rome Cap. is. 
was forely frighted, and knowing the City was not ftrong enough to make any 
refiftence, betook himfelf to intreaties, and he and his Clergy going out to meet 
Aribert hi* him, prevailed with him to return back and difmifs his Prifoners. Ragunhert died Cap. 19. 
h?m. Ucceedl within the year, and was fucceeded by his Son Arihert , who more effectually 
profecuted his Intereft, than did his Father. He renewed the War with Liuthert, 
who had by this time got a very ftrong Party, for not onely Afprand but Otto, 
fazo, Faro , and Rotbarit Duke of Bergomum joyned with him. But all thefe he Rotbarit, qui. 
defeated in one battel at Pavia , Liuthert he took Prifoner, Afprand and Rotbarit cte P llcn '- 
fled, tlie one to the Ifland Comacina, and the other to his City of Bergamitm, Ca P- 2J * 
whither Arihert purfued him, and having taken Landis a Town in the Territo¬ 
ries, laid Siege to the City, and ufing all violent courfes, at Jaft took it by florin, 
and therein Rotbarit, who by this time had affumed the Title of King. Having 
caufed his Head and Beard to be lhaven, he lent him away to Taurinum, where not 
long after he was killed by the King’s command, who alfo prefently after caufed 
Liuthert his young Competitour to be ftifled in a Bath. Then fent he his Army to Ca P 2t - 
Comacina againft Afprand, who having timely notice, got him thence to Ra¬ 
venna, and efcaped to Tbeudehert the Duke of the Baioarij, with whom he conti¬ 
nued nine years. But the Army of Arihert took the Ifland, and Afprand being 
efcaped he raged cruelly againft his Relations; he pulled out the Eyes of his Son Lib. 6. c. 22. 
Sigihrand. His Wife Theuderada by name, who in her womanilh tattle had given s jS e :^ n If- 
out Ihe Ihould one day be a Queen, he disfigur’d by cutting off her Noleand her a°ZV”TcSL 
Ears, and dealt with Aurona her Daughter in like manner. Onely Luitprand his pjlrisfami>u. 
youngeft Son, becaufe he was a child, he fpared and fuffered him to go-to Ills Fa- 
ther, Providence, as Paul the Hiftorian obferves, preferving him for great things in 'rim in 
time to come. ‘ 5 buimo. 


3 5 . Aldo 
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The ScLvii 
defeats them 
cfF orittrfulii' 


, { < being dead, who, as we were told by Paul , was Pnefervator of the 

pi ice "of Form July, Ferdulf obtained to be Duke, a man proud and mcoHilant, 

(jr.'ia.yricr to get renown by fome notable adtion againft the Sclavi, he ruined him- f c ,d-uif,i m . 

the whole Dukedom. He hired lome of that Nation underhand^ mxm m 
» bring an Army of their Countrey-men into his Province. But before this *vas /-’»• 
l , e „„$ about, fome of the Sclavi came on pilfrmg into the Territories of Forum 1 
i’UF'M made prey of fome fheep and the Shepherds that kept them. The Go- 
vernour of that place, Argaid by name, but by reafon of his Office m their Lan- 
, uaae called Schdd-hah, a man of Noble Extrad, and otherwife very eminent, 
om-fued after them, but to no purpofe. In his return he was met by Ferdulf, f c ji USil]lll mn 
\1I10 demanding what was become of theTMev.es, upon his anlwei: that 
vre fed, replied : How canft thou doe any thing gallantly, who beaiefl the Name dil t>mne!m 
of 4 r>rmL which is derived from Arga? The otlier exceedingly vexed, and being 
a man of great courage, hereupon pray’d that they might live to long till the world 
bv fome eminent token might fee which of the two was moft Arga. Not long thei^sadk- 
„iL. rime, an Armv of Sclavi, procured as we faid by Ferdulf, which incampedMsvate, 
on th™op of M figh moumain, moft difficult of aktfs on all fides. 
came with his Army and compafled the Hill, confidenng on what place he might 
moft conveniently attack them; to whom Argaid then fpake and bade hm ns 
member how he had called him a lazy and unprofitable man, and by the vulgar 
word of Arga - but now faith he, let God’s curfe fall on him who laftofustwo comes 
up to the Sclavi; with that he turns his horfe and up he rides, where it was molt 
fteep and craggy, toward the Enemies Camp; and Ferdulf for very frame fol¬ 
lowed him, which his Army perceiving, up alfo it marches, elteemmg it an hei¬ 
nous thing not to follow their Captain whitherfoever he led them. The Sclavi 
feeincr them climb up fuch fteep and alrnoft impaffible places, wondnng at their 
refolution prepare to receive them with Stows and Axes, rather than any thing 
clfe and thus they (truck them off from their Horfes, and flew them all m a man¬ 
ner’ netting a Vidtory, not by their Valour, but fuchaftrange Adventure. There 
Ml Ferdulf, Argaid his Adverfary, and all the Nobility of Forum July, and fo 
many valiant nien befides, upon the cccafion of their fooliffi Emulation, asunder 
fafer Condudt would have put to the rout many thoufands. Onely on q Lombard 
of note, Mancha by Name, the Father of Peter, afterward Dukesof Form July 
mid of TJrlus the Duke of Cenetum efcaped home. For though he was ltruck 
h orn his Horfe, and one of the Sclavi had feized on him and tied his hands, yet 
bound as he was, he fnatched a Lance from the mans right hand and tnerewi h 
flaking him down, got away through the precipitous places with his hands ml 
tied tcgethei. ... 7 _ 


"" 7 “Wrdulf being thus dead, one Corvuluswzs made Duke, .but continued fo dim. Ml 
but alliort fpace; for having offended the King, his eyes were pulled out and he ■ > 
lived afterwards in difgrace. Then was one Pemmo preferr d to the place, to Pernio mill- 
which beincr a n ingenious man he was very ferviceable. He was born at Bella- tiS 
mm, whence for raffing a Sedition he was driven away, and c^nmg to £ 

July, there peaceably lived. He had a Wife named Ratberga, whole face being lA 
nothing comely, ihc often defired him that he would dilmffs her, and marry fome 
other thatmight bea Wife fit forfo greataDuke. But he being a wife man, 
fwered that her good qualities, her humility and modefty more pleaied h«n than 
any external bounty of the Body. By her he had three Sons, Ratchs, Ratchvs, 
and Abiflulf, men of renown, the Nativity of whom, as Paul expreffethit, iadvan BglsMirA 
ced their Mothers humility unto glory- This Duke Tm^feeking for the .cm igg*; 
of all the Nobility that had been flam educated them with, and not other .vff 
than as if they had been his own Children. As for Aribert though he w as cruel at 
flrfl, yet afterward he is faid to have governed with much Prudence and Juftice, ft 

befides his Liberality to Churches, the Roman efpecially, to which he reftored, “ *3. 
their Writers tell us, many Lands, and particularly, the Patrimony of the 

Cottice, taken from them formerly by Rothari, the mftrument of which donation 

he fent written with golden letters But however he carried it now to Churcl> 
men Afpraud could not be reconciled to him, who ftill lying in Exile, longed t 
return to his own Countrey, which to effed, the Duke of Baioana with whom C+3J . 
he fojourned , offered him a competent force to be revenged on his Enemy. Witn 
this Army he went into Italy and engaged with Anlert in fo bloudy and tedious 
a Battel that Night onely parted them; yet Afprandsnd hu Batoanans ted cleat 
iy the worft of it, Aribert his lofs not being comparable to that of theirs. Hov 
ever, Aribert would not keep the Field, but would needs remove to Pavia, 
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--wffdTasT'fi^n of fear, as ufually it is of weaknefs, miniftred matter of deipair Sect. 4. 

to his own men and confidence to his Enemies. Perceiving his errour, lie then re- 
folv-ed to flv into France, there to hire a new fuppiy, and lor that purpole took 
good (lore of gold out of the Palace, with which he would needs fwim over tne 
Arikrt ft iver and attempting fo to doe was drowned, as thofeabout lutn had concluded. 

*°" ncd - The ^j av following} his Body was found and buried in the Church ot ^.Saviour 
founded bv Aribert the Firft. He was wont to go out difguifcd m me nignt and 
hear himfeif what his People faid of him, and how his Officers mmiMed Ju¬ 
ftice. To Ambaffadours of Foreigners he always gave Audience m bad Clotnes, 
and never would entertain them with delicate Wines, or other coftlv tilings, that 
he might not bait them by fuch Allurements to invade Italy. He Reigned with 
his Father and by himfeif about eleven years, as Paul informs us. And \ et Sigo- 
,tins begins his Reign in the feven hundred and fifth year ot our Lord, and ends 
it but in the feven hundred and twelfth. His Brother Guntbert fled into France 
and there continued till his death, whole eldeft Son Raginbert in the days of Paul, 

Governed the City of Orlear.ce for the King. . 

78. Aribert being dead, Anfprandiucczedcd him without oppofition, but reign -gmufer- 
, J or j el tliree months . a man of as great accomplilhments as one can imagine 

K The Lombards perceiving him defperately ill, made King his Son Liutprand ( who Lmprnnd, 

Him after ^ f a y fl y permiffion of Aribert went to him into Boioaria ) to the great ■ - 

£«"£*. tentment of Ms Father, and alter his death confirmed then-choice. Much about 
jrW. the fame time died Tnmfimuni the Duke of Spo/etm, into whofe place fucceeded a w 

Faroald his Son, and Governed joyntly with his Brother IVacbilap. Liutprand n ; m ‘ fot ’ t!S _ 
coming to Govern, fliewed himlelf a man of Ability in matters relating both to f.d-o :dvm 
Peace and War. He had a difficulty to ftruggle with at the beginning oi Jus ‘“f f 
Reign which he conquered much to his reputation: He had a Kiniman called Ro- Cl:r ,, / n -. ch 
tbari \vho invited him to a lead at his Houfe in Pavia, but had men there ready mb.n'n.Lxp, 
concealed to kill him when they ihould have the word. But before lie went lie 
had the good fortune to be informed of the Trealon, and lent lor Rot bant to his apudBei^s) 
own Palace, whom according to his intelligence he found privily armed. Find- Lopen am- 
incr himfeif difeovered, he leaped back and drew his Sword to kill the King, ^ cur rcre. 
therewith drew alfo, and his Guard coming in they difpatched theTraytor. Lint- ap. 38. 
proud was a man of very great courage, which farther fometimes transported 
him, than was convenient for his own l'afety and the concernments ol the King¬ 
dom. On a time two of his Attendants agreed when a fitting opportunity ihould 
prefent it felf, to kill him, which he alfo underftanding, went with them two 
alone into a thick Wood, and drawing his Sword upbraided them with their 
treachery, bidding them begin and make a tryal upon him. They were lo itrack 
with fo fudden a thing and his generofity, that falling down at his feet they told 
him the whole truth, and as well they as others, to whom he demeaned liimleli 
in the like fort, obtained his Pardon. , f , 

79. Having conquered his Enemies at home by his valour and kinuieis, and 

married out of gratitude as well as to ilrengthen himfeif from abroad, the 
Daughter of the Duke of Baioaria, who had received him and his Father m ^ 

their diflrefs, lie fet himfeif to reform the Laws of the Kingdom. All the judges Hk wwV/fl ‘ 

He puWifheth he fummoned to Court to give in their opinions concerning a new model, which 
a new model being done, it was publiihed the lafl; day of February, in the eleventh Indfohon in 
o fL aws. the firft year of his Reign, as he himfeif teftifies in the Preface to this purpofe, 

“Remember how our moft Mighty Predeceffour,and moft Eminent King Rothar, as 
“he himfeif fpeaks in his Writings, renewed and ordained an Edidt for the Lom- 
“ bards, wherein he prudently caufed to be inferted this Paflage; that any Prince of 
“ the Lombards his Succeffour, if he found.therein any thing fuperfluous, might 
“wifely take it away, and what he found wanting he might add by the affiftence 
“ of God. After him the moft glorious King Grimoald, accordingly added and abo- 
“ lifhed what to him feemed fit, whofe example we following, as we hope, infpired 
“ by God, in like manner fuch things as according to God’s Law have appeared 
“ to us convenient to be done we have decreed to be added and omitted, accor- 
“ ding to what we have commanded to be written in this prefent Volume. There- 
“ fore in the Name of the Omnipotent God, I Liutprand the moft Excellent, the 
“ Chriftian and Carholick King of the Nation of Hue Lombards, beloved of God, 

“ in the firft year of my Reign, through God’s goodnefs, the day before the Ca- 
“ lends of March, in the eleventh Indi&ion, together with all the Judges from the 
“ Parts of Auflria and Neujlria, and the borders of Tufcia, with others of my 
“ faithfull Lombards, and all the People affifting thole according to the fear 

“ and 
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s , r q. , “ and love of God have appeared good to us, and therewith we are pleafed. The 
Stvle is fo difficult that hardly can it be brought to correlpond with the Englijh 
' Idiome * but the Reader may take notice that this was the third Edition of the 
Laws of the Lombards, whereof we mult fpeak more anon,- he may obferve alfo 
the Titles thefe Rings took, and that even in Italy , there was Aujiria and Neu- 
flria as well as in Frame and in Pannonia , Parts of the Kingdom fo called in re- 
; ild ference to their Situation. For the word Ooftriick, which in Latin they barba- 
Kfiijlria roudy as I may fay, turned into Aujiria and Auftrafia, to thofe Teutonick People 
fienified the Eaftern Kingdom or Dominion. So was the Kingdom of the Medio- 
mat ices called by the Franks , and Pannonia by the Germans , part of which ftill, 
and that alone, retains the Name of Aujiria. In like manner Wejlriick or Wejlre- 
id they changed into Neuftria, it fignifying the Wefiem Dominion in oppofition 
to the Eaftern. From their Situation fome were called <*£/?/)', Eaft with us, and 
thofe that fo called them being the fame with what others pronounced Ooft. The < 
Nortmauni, Northendi, Alpes Noricat, and Norici the People, from their Northern 


•Stirs amongft 
die Lombards. 


Liutprand in¬ 
vades the Ex¬ 
archate. 


Situation had their Names. . _. 

40. For the fpace of about three years we hear little more concerning Liut¬ 
prand whom we may conclude intent upon the Laws, and fuch farther Refor¬ 
mations as tended to the well being of his Subjects. But in the fifth year of his 
Reign noife enough was made in Campania by the Duke of Beneventum, who by 
a Wile got Cuma into his hands. Thofe of Rome were highly concerned at it 
and the Bijhop dealt with him both by fair words and money to reftore it, and 
when that would not doe, thundred againft him by excommunication. But this 
alfo hedefpis’d, whereupon the Biihop was forc’t to betake lnmfelf to the Secu¬ 
lar hand, procuring John the Duke of Naples to fetupon it by might, which he 
did and furprifing it, killed therein three hundred Lombards with their Gaftald 
and’ took Prifoners more than five hundred which he led away to Naples , andlold 

the Town to the Bijhop for feventy Pounds of Gold, as had been agreed. The a. a 713. 
year that followed Faroald the Duke of Spoletum took Narnia by cunning from 
the Romans, and pretending a Journey to the Kingfurpnzed Clajfts , anotherTown * ,5 ' ~ 
belonging to Ravenna ; but he was commanded by Liutprand to reftore them 
both Though the King did not, his own Son Trafemund pumfhed him for hisr^-AW, 
temerity, depofmg him ihortly after, and compelling him to take Orders that lie 
mierht have his place- About the fame time the Sclavs made another Irruption V ocA m- 
into the Territories of Forum Julij, called Lauria where Pemmo -theDuke «*■£«** 
upon them, and withlofs but ot one old man, Siguald by name, who m a former 
Fight betwixt them and Ferdulf had loft two Sons. Once and again he had done jhmfAi 
great Execution upon them, and now the third time, though his Captain and 0- 
thcr Lombards forbade him, yet would he not be kept from fpeaking openly to 
the Sclavi: Now I have fufficiently revenged the Death of my Sons, if Death Jhould 
come I jhould chearfully undergo it. And accordingly it came to pafsfor he was 
the onely man that died in the Fight; Pemmo having flam many Enemies,and un¬ 
willing to loofe any more of his own men, made Peace with the Sclavi m the 
fame place. And from this time forward they began more to ftand in awe ot the 

Arms of Forum Julij. . , . , _ , . . 

41. Now for many years had the Kings and Kingdom of the Lombards been 
in peace except fome petty broils betwixt them and their neareft Neighbours, or 
that they contended one with another. The Exarchs and they had fince the time 
of Rothari, maintained a very good correfpondence together, the Romans and Lom¬ 
bards, though Neighbours, perfectly agreeing. But now was this Kingdom at 
the higheit pitch alotted for it, and upon the brink of profpenty, which never 
continues but changes moft commonly to the other extreme. Wealth and Eale 
had made the King and the Subject both confident and overweening, thofe ever 
thinking they have the greateft ftrength, who never made any tryal of it; je 
did they think their preient condition mean in companion of what they were m 
capacity to attain, and therefore they muft up and be doing, and involved them- 
felves in fuch a War as defending to their Succeffours, at length procured the 
mine of their Name and Dominion. Liutprand having prepared all things be¬ 
forehand for fo great anenterprize, Invades the Exarchate on a ludden, and lays 

- Siege to Ravenna the feat of the Governour. Paul who at prefent by favour ot 
Leo the Emperour held that place, we are told by Sigonius, was very much lur- 
prized, as from the higheft proiperity being on a luddencaft into the greate 
difficulty. But there was no fuch caufe of his being furprized, if we conifer but 
what the fame Authour had related but a little before, he tells us in many wor 
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that Leo the Emperour being at odds with Gregory the Roman Bifhop, upon the Sedt. 4. 

account of Images took fevcral Courfes to make him away, and for that purpofe 

feat Paul, as Exarch into Italy, who having once.attempted it, but to no purpofe, Vide'Sigon, d; 

the Emperour the following year fent him a Mefiage, that if he could not kill, yet 

he ffiould remove him from his Office and put another in his Room. Paul thus ^ Voo. P ' ■ 

importuned by his Mafter, and bearing himfelf hatred to Gregory, becaufe he had 

forbidden the Tribute to be paid which he had laid upon the Churches, fent one 

Markins the Spatharius of Lei, and whom he had fnade Duke of Rome, to that 

City with order to lay hold on the Biihop, and commit him to Cuftody. But 

matters were not fo privately carried but that the Bifhop, whofe Power and Inte- 

reft now began to be mighty in Italy, had notice of it. Therefore he hires the 

Lombards out of'the Dukedoms of Spoletum and Tufcia for great Rewards, toftop 

the pillage of the Exarch’s Army. They with much Alacrity marching to* .the 

Cfty poflciied themfelves of theBridges Salarius and Milvius, and oppofing them- 

felves to the Forces of Ravenna, not onely hindred them from returning to Rome, 

’ but conitrained them and their Leader to return back to their own City. 

42. This happened but the year before the Siege of Ravenna, and therefore 
whether the Exarch had reafon to be furprized, or rather ought not to have ex¬ 
pected fome fuch matter, and whether the Biihop of Rome, who had already joy- 
ned the Lombards with him, was not concerned, we leave the Reader to judge. 

However Paul, whether aware or not of Hoftility from the Lombards, moft gal¬ 
lantly demeaned himfelf in the keeping of Ravenna, Ihewing himlelf ready to un- 
dergoe any thing rather than to yield up the place; infomuch that Liutprand de¬ 
spairing to doe any good, broke up his fiege and departed to Clajfts, which being 
but flenderly provided he eafily took, and having plundred it, laid it level with 
the Earth. But upon the Report of what had happened to Clafis, the Citizens of 
Ravenna began to be very fear full and dejefted as if their turn was not far of; which 
being underitood by Liutprand, their fear became his confidence, and he drew 
back his Army to the City, which having had fome tafte of the fruits of Con- 
queft, he thought now would fall upon it w r ith more Alacrity. And fo it proved, 
for they tired out by their frequent Aflaults both the Garrifon Souldiers and the 
Townfmen, which when Paul perceived, and defpaired of receiving any Succours 
Takes jfciwjt. from abroad, he left the Town to the Dilcretion of the Inhabitants. The Befiegers 
having norice of his flight, knew it a-fit time to renew their Violence, and with 
little more trouble carried the Place, which Liutprand permitted bis Souldiers to 
plunder. And here they got plunder enough, wealth fufficient to glut their minds, 
and take oft their edge from any farther adventures,contrary to the true Policy of 
a Captain, who ought to ufe his Men in this cale as Huntl'men deal with their 
Hounds, to give them fuch a tafte of the Prey as to ftir up their Appetites, and 
make them more eager after the game, but not to fill them and make them lazie. 

This City being the leat of the Exarch, of Kings, Emperours and great Prelates, 
abounded with all Riches imaginable. Liutprand fpoiled it of many rare Monu¬ 
ments of Antiquity, amongft which the moft remarkable was a brafen Statue of 
an Emperour on Horfeback, a Piece of admirable Contrivance and Workmanihip, 
which he caufed to be tranflated to Pavia, where it remains, and by its rarenefs 
fomething comforts the Citizens, for the decay, of the Glory of that Place. 
chate E f a p 4 T Ravenna being taken, moft of the Cities of the Exarchate prefently yielded, 
wam tumei. an ^ from an Exarchate it was changed into a Dutchy, over which was fet Hil- mdcprandtS 
jnto a Duke, debrand the King’s Nephew, who becaufe he was young, Peredeus a Duke was made»» vocab. ai- 
m ’ his Governour. Paul the Exarch thus- outed of Ravenna, betook himfelf to the 

Venetians at Heraclia, where he implored the Affiftence of Vrfus the Duke. All mil fervent. 
this while Gregory, the Roman Biihop,was a Looker on, after he had fet the Lombards 
and Paul together by the Ears about his bufinefs. He had a defign to chaftife the 
Exarch, but not to encreafe the Power and Dominion of the Lombards ; his fpleen 
excited him againft the Emperour, and his Intereft caufed him to wilh that both 
fides were more weakened and humbled, that his own Authority already in a fair 
way, might make the greater progrefs in Italy. Liutprand had made fuch a pro- 
gt els in the war as made him tremble, and he perceived it was high time to put a 
of ftop to the Carreire of his good Fortunes. He writes his Letters to Vrfus, the Duke Extmt litert 
ot'the^row! °f t ^ ie Venetians, exhorting him to give aid to the faid Paul, and now quite alters apudstgmi-. 

Power of his ftyle, making thofe be black who formerly were white, and him white whom 
kefore he could not enough tax and load with opprobrious Language. He tells him 
ton. ° that by reafon of fin the City of Ravenna, which was the Head of many Chur- ♦ 

ches, was taken by the wicked Nation of the Lombards, and his worthy Son the 

I • Lord 
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JTcl yT^x]orcr^^^rch7 _ 3i^ie^intierftands makes his abodtTattoe therefore tells him that 
S i^'heouah t toftandbyhimand with him in his Head,/that the City_ of tow 
mWrt be reftored to the ancient Eftate, and the Imperial fervice of the Lords his 
Son lLeo add Conjlantine the Great, Emperours, and that for theLove of their Holy 

Fa 44 Tli e Venetians had good reafon to be concerned alfo at the growth of fo 
potent a Neighbour, and therefore the better to. balance him, refolved to g.ve 
K utmoft ailiflence to Paul, rigging up a Fleet under pretence of fignting a- 
aaind the Saracens , at the Inltance ot the Emperour. Paula avmg fped at Venice 
according to his Willies ■ yet,as having been repulfed,gathered together feme Forces, 

■ anTmadc as if he would befiege Imola, and under this pretence mcreafmg his Ar- 
my S much as he poflibly could, removed on a certaini day appointed betwixt 
him and the Venetians, and laid liege to Ravenna by Land, die Venetian Fleet doe- 
inn the fame by Sea almoft at the lame inllant. Hildebrand and Peredeus though 
exceedingly furprizedjet forced all that wereable to bear Arms to the walls, wheie 
they belfaved themfelves with much refolution; but while meyfougntftoutly on 
theLand-fide againll Paul , the Venetians broke open the Water-gate and got into 
R.tvemhi reco- t h e City. The Defendants having notice made ftout oppofition here alfo, and 
vered by the a te mblc Fight followed; till Paul coming about to the Affiftence of Ins Friends 
“ decided the Controvert, and took the Town. Peredeus was flam, and Hilde- Jg* 
Lid fell alive into the Hands of the Venetians who having thus gaUantiy de¬ 
meaned themfelves, departed home, before fuch time as Liutprand, having re¬ 
ceived Intelligence, could move from Pavia. Not long after this, Leo the Empe- 
m r and cL he Bilhop of Rome falling out about the Worihip of mages, 
Shop ^communicated the Prince, abfolved all his Subjeds ot Italy from 
The Bilhop t i ie j r Allegiance, and commanded them neither to pay him Tribute nor any o- 
excommuni- , Tellimony of Duty or Allegiance. Hereupon the Romans,Campanians ,and thofe 
Sou? Of Ravenna and Pentapolh revolted, and riflng in great Tumults laid violent hands 
JW is killed, upon their Governours. Paul the Exarch was killed at te/ww, Peter the Duke of 
Great Rebdh- j lis g yes p Ut 0 ut, and in Campania the Duke Exhilaratus was with his 

Son Hadrian flain by th ^Romans, who were fent thither for that purpofe. _ 

4 c The year following Liutprand, taking advantage of thefe Tumults, made A. d. 
war upon iome places of Emilia, betwixt Imola and which hitherto had 

been untouched by the Lombards. He ealily made himfeli Mailer of MmsMks 

Ferionianum, Buxetum and Perficetum, and at length of alfo, aT °wn buil 

by the Etrufci when they poflefled the Region on this fide the Apennines , aftenvaid 
the Seat of the Galli Boii, and then made a Lame Colony by the Romans, from 
whom it was taken by the Goths , then recovered, and now at len g h c ° n ^5 
by the Lombards. Thus far Liutprand having prospered as he could defne,paffed 
by the Dominion of Ravenna and fell upon pentapohs, which he overran from^ 
Yiminum, as far as Auximum without any reflftence ; and at length made a flop 
vZ phel for feeling the Government of it, whither the C.t»appoy^w 
frveral Deputies to repair, but as they were on their way, a Party 

Souliers lightuponthem, and cut them off every man. The Rumour of the Revolt 

fn/lSrcoming totheEiperour’sEars, was ««ived wrth fu.mb e re^t and he 

nrderefl Eutvchius aPatritian, to go thither as his Exarch, with Inflru< 5 tions ho 
to punilh the chief Authours and Contrivers of it;;which S^f^out, hewasatf 
Euticbm the ftrucken with the Thunder-bolt of Excommunication by t G ?ffi m JisobedU 
new Exarch i ncen f e him, for that having eafily reduced Ravenna to the Emperour s obe 

exc—i- who the Year following took Sat urn 

CaKd ' byTbnreAvts'from the Church, for fo we mull callit now, Gregory ten* procu¬ 

red theRomans to renounce their Obedience to their Sovereign, and.fear Obedi 
ncetohim and his Succelfours; whereby Romeand Z 

transferred upon the to« Prelates; of winch more m a more proper 
'on again got Sutrium out of their hands, but Eutycbius m ade a ^g? 

fvith liutprand, from whom Trafemund the Duke 

the\r covenanted, aswelltofupprefshimasGr^ry, and reduce the Rebels to tnor 
formeHuty owing to their feveral Lords. Fafling firft.upon ^ 

The Exarch ‘““g £ elf jawing h e was not able to bear up againll the: Shock, fo tha he 

SioS whole work now' was with to, which to 

befiege ityme, f e lfinthe fame condition as to refittence and thereforeielbivd to M 
courfe to rid himfelf of the danger impending. 
t prand, to whom heufed many flattering words, 

upon the account of his Eminent Piety, whereas had Leo s Army alone belicg 
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--- . , 11 .. t iave {Virred one foot out of it. He fpake vehemently againll Sect. 4 ‘ 

The liege rai- City, he would not have Example of Attila a furious Barba- 

r fctrnlfv d at he not onely procured Liutprandto breakup theSiege, butmade 
a° theming agreement codeeiv- 

Friend-Trip he- 46. About this time C ,1 t k e very convenient for llrengthening of the 

StertotheV iflory obtained over the Infidels. At hisretumhefouud 
ted no fin Exarch, who taking the advantage of his abfence, 

" v :,°. r f k talre Pentapolis and Emilia. He lhmfelf invading Pat* 

* andreduced the Cities. But Agath the 

& of? »/«, whom he fent into ^ ffi™S nt ^e foe o, 

s-EaSS5Ssstt«si3Sa3 

« the People always ftithfullto their Governours preferv d his life, and put to 
j Ut I 1 ? , JLt- Hid confoired againll it. Liutprand coming to the City took the 

JvawlvwJh 1“ beta too B you„gfor Government, and placed in his room 
Boy ™ if hi’sNeDhews. Sometime after, Rachis the Duke of Forum fulu m- 

vad fFcamiola which Paul our Hillorian calls the Countrey of the Sclavi, where 
he fle/aS’ multitude of them, and walled it far and wide On a time 
he llew a gre A /ri t upon him, and his Armourbearer had his Lance, 

Hand, andtherewith fo afrighted thlm that they retreated. From tins tune he 

^Tthe&Tme toke“m to RebS the Duke of 

turn 7 and made a ftridt League with Gregory the Third the Roman Bilhop, and Suc- 
Sur to htowho had alfifmedthe Do'mf n of to, ud the places to it^ be¬ 
longing. As a Condition of this Alliance he gave up to the Bto t he Caftle of 
the Gaflienfes, upon the Account of which he had formerly had 1 much^ trouble 
from the Dukes of Rome. Trailing to this Alliance, he refufed to obey the Orders 
ofSeKin-, whoconceiving that fuch a Revolt touched the very Inwards of his 
Concernments, fpeedily tailed an Army and led it agamft hun. But rtie Rebel 
durll not abide his Coming, but getting out of the City fled to 1 » tu fulgmem 

now glillered with his new Principality; defiring him to undertake his latronage, 
who had proteded his Predecelfour from the Violence of the: Exarch^andted en- 
tred into a moll facred League and Alliance with himfelf. The Bifliop asking ad 
vice of Duke Stephen, with the Confent of the Roman Souldiers. (who doubtlefs K 3 . h no. 
could not but delire Adion) undertook liis Protedion r when i|J tbe mean time 
Liutprand feized on his Dukedom, and bellowed it on his Nephew Hildenck ; 
which having done, he fent his AmbalTadours to Gregory, requiring him to give 
up the Traitour into his Hands, or to exped him with an Army to fetch him. The 
Bilhop thought it below him, and no way conflllent with good Nature to give 
him up, and returned fuchananfwer to the King, who when Wmter was over, 
removed his Forces from the Dukedom of Spoletum into that of to, where ha- 
Limmndht- ving taken Ameria, Orta, polirnartium and Bleda, he laid flege to theCity it Mi, Exemtm ex 
h^omc. an a incamping in Nero’s Fields, drew many of the Nobility to him, the Hair of _ 

whom he cut after the Lombard falhion. Gregory being put to lore itraits, tint numtrtl duxit. 
betook himfelf to the Artifice of his Predecelfour, thinking by good words and m- 
treaties to remove the Enemy from the Walls; but this device fading him, he 
| had recourle to a more fevere remedy; fending to Charles Martell, the Majoi ol 

the Palace in France , the Keys of the Holy Sepulchre and other things ot great 
requell; bcfeeching him to fend relief to him and the diftrefled Church, and tiee 
At the per- the City from the liege of the Lombards. Charles readily embraced the oiler; as 
St aL tending to the Advancement of his Reputation in the World, and fent a Meflage 
I tell raifeth the fo acceptable to Liutprand, that he arofe from before Rome, and keeping onely m 
| Sie s e - his Hands four Towns which he had feized, departed to Pavia in the Month d 
Auguft, and the feventh Indidion. A. D. DCCXXXIX. 
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Sed:. 4. 4& Trafemund , when the Siege was raifed, refolved to make again for his $ e <a 

Dukedom, being readily aflifted by the Biihop, who by this means hoped to re- 
cover his four Towns, and by Godefcalc , lately advanced to the Dukedom of Be- 
neventum, by the People againft the King’s mind, in the room of Gregory decea- 
fed, who thought hereby to weaken the King, and ftrengthen his own illegal 
Title. At his firft Invafion of the Couqtrey, he eafily recovered feveral Places, 
and at length in December, and the Eighth indidion, took Spoletum by furprize* 
and therein killed Hilderick the young Duke. He had a great Advantage for ma¬ 
naging his Affairs prefented by the Sickn of Liutprand., which was fo grie¬ 
vous, that the Lombards defpairingof his Recovery took Hildeprand his Nephew, 
and carrying him to our Ladies Church without the Walls, inaugurated him King! 

But an odd Accident happened at the Ceremony,- for having a Spear delivered 
into his Hands,according to the Cuftome,a Cuckow came and fate thereon,which by 
Wifemen was looked on as prodigious,and betokening a mean Reign to their young 
King. Liutprand when he was recovered and had notice what was done, took it 
ill, but becaufe the folemnity was paft, made Hildeprand King together with 
himfelf. The following year was eminent for the Ends of three mighty Men in 
Death of three the World, Leo the Emperour, Charles Martel lately mentioned, and Gregory the A D „ 
great Perfons. Roman Patriarch ; to whom fucceeded one Zachary a Greek by birth- This Zachary ' '' 

was fcarcely fetled in his Chair when he fent to Liutprand, and demanded the 
four Towns to be redelivered, to which Meffage he anfwered, that when heffioulcj 
come to the Places, he would give him abundant fatisfadion. Liutprand in the 
mean time refolved, not to fufter Trafemund {q to carry the Dukedom of Spa¬ 
te turn ; but the Year that followed made war upon him by the Afiiftence efpech 
ally of Rachis the Duke of Forum Julii. Trafemund aware of their coming, 
went to meet them at the Place he thought they would land their Men, and when 
there he miffed of his opportunity followed them to Forum Sempronii, and reach¬ 
ed them in the middle of theForeft. Rachis and his Brother Aiftulf, with their 
Forojulians brought up the Rere, and being firft ingaged, though the Commanders 
omitted nothing of their Duty, many of them were flain. Rachis by one Berto 
of Spoletum, was challenged to a fingle Combat, wherein hedifmounted his Enemy, 
and fuffered him to creep away on his Hands and Knees into the Wood- Aijlulf 
was by two fet upon on a Bridge, both whom he tumbled down into the River, 
and efcaped. Trafemund found himfelf concerned to retreat to Spoletum , where 
he was befieged, and at length being forced to yield, was compelled to enter into 
Orders. Then did the King beftow the Title, and Office pf Duke upon Afpmd 
another of his Nephews. 

49. In the mean time Liutprand reftored pot the Places before mentioned to the 
Biihop, who wondering thereat, refolved to doe as Gregory, the fecond his frede- 
ceffour had done before him ; to go himfelf in Perfon and fpeak; with him, then ly¬ 
ing at Interamna, in the Territories of Spoletum. Liutprand hearipgof his coming 
fent Grmould with a Complement and order to bring him on his way as far as 
Narnia, where he was to be received by the Army. He himfelf when he drew 
nigh to Interamna,went out to meet him, and after fome friendly difcourfe difmifled 
him to his Lodgings. The next day coming again together, the Biihop, clawed 
him with good words. “He related how for his Predeceflours fake he had raifed his 
“ Siege from before Rome, and commending him for his Juftice and holy demea- 
“ nour towards all men,put him in mind what a blot it would, be upon his Memory, 

“ as well as a wound upon his Confcience, to break his word give#toSt. Peter, and • 

“ to rob him and the Church, to which he had pretended to bear fo good affection : 

“ In fumm he defired he would give up the four Towns he had fo long held, in his 
“ hands, and farther make a League with the Church, which if he did, he might 
. “ be fure to have everlafting Salvation after death, and eternal Renown with all Po- 

“ fterity. We are told the Device fo took, that Zachary obtained whatfoever he de- Anpfi::. 
fired, not only the four Towns, but a League with the Church for twenty years ; 
and moreover fome Lands in Sabinum, which thirty years before had been taken 
£ . , away with others in Narnia, Ancona , Auximum. and Humum , which they called 

permaded to Patrimonies, and the Valley known by the Name of the Great, in the Territories of 
be kind to the Sutrium. The next day having lovingly dined together, the Biihop departed to re- 
see of p&ne. ce - ye ^ - jowns from the Kings Commiflioners, who were Hildebrand his Nephew 
■ Duke of Clufium, Tacpert, Raning, and Grimoald, Gaftalds of Etruria. Firft he 
recieved Ameria , then Orta, afterward Polimartium , and at length through the 
Borders of Tufcia belonging to the Lombards and the Sabini they came to Bleda. 

Thence returned he to Rome, where,as well he might, for joy be made a Solemn Pro- 

ceflion. 
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ceflion. And thefe things were thus tranfaded in the Tenth Indidion, if we believe Sect. 4. 
Anaflafius who was Library keeper to fome of his Succellburs. 

50. Liutprand all this while did notforget Godejcalck, who both had feizedon Gide-fchiek, 
the Dutchy of Beneventum without his leave, and had abided Trafemund alfo in D fJ ttvui - 
his Rebellion. Having rid his hands of Trafemund, lie led an Army againft him, ^onaiiier 
but he durft not abide his coming, but refolved to fly into Greece, which as he at- hm - tm 
tempted, and had put his Wife and Houfliold-ftuft' into the Ship, when he himfel f ™ m f!* re n ’f* 
was to go aboard he was killed by thole Citizens of Beneventum, that bore good "chakpnus 
will to Gifulf, and his Wife efcaped fafe to Conftantinople with all ihe had. Lint- 
prand coming to the City reftored Gifulf his Nephew to the Title and Office 
Duke, whom he had formerly removed for his Youth and Inability to govern : chakbjdaiia. 
The following year and the eleventh Indidion, as Anaftafius allures us, either impa - Pau!m ?‘-' tco ~ 
tientofreft, or out of an ambitious defire of farther Conqueft, he again invaded c^’57,58." 
the Exarchate, and having taken Cafena, openly Ihewed that he intended once 
Invades again more to be Matter of Ravenna. Eutychius the Exarch, as well as John the Arch-bi- 
the Exarchate, ffiop, with the Citizens and the Cities of pentapolis and ^Emilia knowing them- 
felves too weak to make refiftence, betook themfelves to Zachary, whole authority 
they knew to be fo facred and inviolable with the King, that lie would deny him 
nothing. He fent a Mellcige to him to rellore Ccefena, and to leave the Exarchate 
in repole, and it being rejected, he himfelf made a Journey firft to Ravenna and 
thence to Pavia, where he caufed the King to conquer his Inclinations, to reftore 
Cafena, and promife not any more to offer violence to the Exarchate. The Biihop 
ihortly after his Return (of which, as alfo his Journey, Paul the Deacon makes no 
mention, though by reafon of the Age he liv’d in he could not be ignorant of fo 
notable a matter) had News brought him of thefudden death of Liutprand, who 
Liutprand left this life after he had reigned one and thirty Y ears and feven Months. A man 
difs - of great worth, if his extreme thirft after Conqueft and Domination be excepted 

though Paul to other great Commendations adds this, Thathe was a lover of Peace* 
which muft be reftrain’d to what he concludes his Book with, that with the greateft 
care he preferved Peace with the Franks and Avares. For together with his Life 
TheHiftory of Paul ihuts up Iiis Hiftory of the Ads of the Lombards. He was Deacon of the 
msM C °' Church of Forum Julii, in the Territories of which Leuphis his Great Grandfather’s Hup-gis, 
with him. Father feated himfelf, when with the Lombards his Country-men he came into ™ orcfor ; ,s - 
Italy. He dying there, left five Sons who were all taken away into Captivity by A$i>LoZ’ 
the Azures at that time, that Romilda the Wife of Gifulf betrayed Forum Julii in- HincLi i<pm.m 
to the hands of their King. Of thefe five only Lupicis returned into the place of fabASm V °‘ 
his Nativity (of the ftrange Circumftances of his Return, let the Reader if he lift LeupicbU 
confult the Authour himfelf) where he married and begat a Son named Arichis. idem V“> d Li- 
This Arichis had a Son named Warnefrid who by Theudelinda his Wife had our Hi- Tifl'.cr 9 . 
ftorian, (befides another Son called Arichis ) whom we can eafily believe to have 
been a Lombard by defeent, though he had not told us. For Jornandes , the Hiftori- CU I CS f aciu 
an of the Goths, and he, by the manner of their writing, fufficiently difeover 
that Natural affedion which men bear to the Stocks from whence they 
proceed. J 

miebrandKvt n Liutprand being dead Hildeprand or Hildebrand his Nephew Q. e. his Vide 
Nephew fuc- Grandfon, as Sigonius interprets it) fucceeded him in the Government, whom be - nium ’ 

«eds. ing formerly chofen by the People he had confirmed, as we formerly Ihewed. But 

his former Eledion and Confirmation were not of fuch moment with the Lombards 
S2&5? bUt they themfelves had made the choice, after feven 

Kirg, they depofed him, and made King in his room Rachis the Duke of Forum 

Julij, a man much admired for his Virtues. Rachis with univerfalapplaufe bavins 
afeended the-Throne, fhewed that though he was fit for War, yet he defired Peace- 
and became the great Patron of Churches. And in the fecond year of his Rei<m 
finding the Laws(notwithftanding the feveral Alterations made by his Predeceflours) 
to be defedive, he fummoned all the Judges of the Lombards, both out of Aullria 
and Neuflna, and according to their Judgment and Approbation, amended and 
Hp . added what was faulty or defedive. The year which followed this, being the fe- 
the SS 9 * f° nd , of hl j Rei S n > °/V he of March, and the fourteenth Indidion he publiihed 

Ills Amendments with a Proeme, wherein he takes notice how Rothair, Grimoald 
and Liutprand his PredecefTours had taken the fame care before him: but he bavins 
ferioufly confidered of what they had publifhed, found fome things goocf, and 

S! 1 ? thl f I s fit t0 , b r purged ? nd corre<aed - Some five years he lpent in the 
Studies of Peace and Laws, and then a fit of War took him, being no longer able to 
fubfift without fome Martial Diverfions. He invaded Pentapolis, where having at 

°the 
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S&T? f ' rft ,° d n d^TeTrto'tlon^ V » thelsfftop,‘andkid'dofe'sl 

Hpnes rowKs. ‘ - ‘ , rj; n.- .rnirh more to ffiveailiftencc to his Neighbours at a alliance. 

SSSfefaSfa 
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J,t. Pern. He is laid to the 'Rewards and Puiulhments of another 

mng Jinnee and Uppietlio , from before Perufia, but reftored the 

fi- 

far of, ot their own foundmg Thus Zac„ar^m ^ his 6^ ^ ^ 

the lame tune, one at his own , and lus own Rifignation, and another 
tSuggefuon and Importunity ' ’ fo J s; Fort ifr s very year, as Sigonius A.D.^o. 

at the ambitious lohcitation J rhilterick Kins of the Franks , to be no 

reckons, did lie by h ^ Autl ^ f r fh e PalaJe to enloy the Title, as well as the Power j 
King, and Pipin the Major of tl Monaftery. But Rachu ha- 

afwuhich d*W was tfe IpW; meet- 

ving thus outed man as fit for the place 

Bif Brother ing together chore hi ^ ^ R Yet in t h e beginning of his 

SUM made as any, both in refped ot his Wi R , preferring Peace before Martial 

^ Hcign he followed the oh to enter into a League 

violent a palhon for lnlargingtus , p j thought Cmflantine the Em- 

lefolved to fct firft upon the Exarchate , * n d if he ftould, 

perour did not much concern himf * engag;e( j j n another War, and all 

he could leaft doe it at this time \ raeingPeftilence. With greater pre- 

Greece and Ajia were miferably w J a d e he marched to Ravenna , and with all 

Fails upon parations than ever formerly had ^, f et upon fr. Eutycbius who was 

the ft length the «* Townf- 

ftill Exarch there made aU the till feemg the Town 

men, oppofing force t0 force, ° om abroad, & he refolved to yield, and 

exhaulled and no hope ox an> _ formerly, withdrew himfelf into 

without any hope of recovering^the place^ ^ alltheinfe- 
wukh being Greece. The Head of the Exarc 1 condition, together with Penta- 

uxen, riour Members eafily were Lieutenants of the Em- 

p its. So here ends this Government of the E » , ^ - t a fkew 

m F< „. perours which had preferved, in.a eminent toght of lutoean^ gJS, ^ 

, 1,.B Ml. and repi eientation of the ancient . \ nd here doth the conftant Do- 

"n™ESi otr^na .events; period, which began at fuch time as ^n,is 

Honor ins removed his Seat from Rome comprehend all Italy , Rome onely, 
ca. Now did the Kingdom of the comprcn na be /’ Mafter 0 f the 

anfihe Kman g™d- 

Exarchate and ?«««/« , " f °T Countrev foould te kept from him, and eafily 
gtd that fo good a lhare of Ithe Coun te^nmt J hformerf had Autho- 

made himfelt teleivehe had a Tit e to it, leein t abfolved from 

, ity as well over the Romans as others, and how they came to thor 


rTTT ~Mt beConpantinopilitan BMEmftre^ Aiftulf. 6 j_ 

their obedience to 

could notfee j Gre&fy an d his SucceHours of 

vi Leo, and the P r ^ In the fourth month therefore after the making 

difpofing of other vm Maas. ^ ^ Xerr itories of Narnia , which Town 

of the League he entied 'U ‘ > iiho tQ let know that he would 

heprefentlytook , and thence fent to th • P obedience , except they 

by Arms reduce their.Countrey and C v<iy Held. The 
would yeild to pay him a ye®i y fent tw0 Abbats of good Report 

Biihop being extremely fbrtkdlat h e had lately made, and by all 
backtohim, perfidious, and Other- 

Arguments and Perlwauonsto n hpfides they went not empty handed: 

wi! wicked an ad as he was about; and Stephen upon the 

but the King rejefted both the away ^ **** 

firft Irruption made by Mfit ll ff^ 3 e h X. 9w Wdefigned, and to remonftrate 
to Conftantine to let him know what the LmParj icieugu ^ 

to hii how P-icious t^ t0fce 
lye upon his memory to all posterity “ wit h Letters from the Emperour, 
loft. The year f'«. whU fent awav with hU own 

written both to the King and the Bli p, J joyning with Conftantine 
Brother Pad to AM, wto \ b tA and re . 

Ch 55. To this he onely faid, that 

an Ambaffadour of his own , which fk would doe noth ng, and that 

the fecond time, to. let him know that!Innate ™“ Di ity whlc t he bore, 
therefore lie vvas obliged in hon , Y , ^ i nt0 or ^ er . Nofoonerwere 
with Arms and Force to reduce th P ^ Bowels of the Roman Territo- 

Aijlulf in- the Meflengers difpatched, but o j t00 k their Towns, led away the 

vades the no- .j eg w hi c h he wafted with Fire and bword, toox tneir x » J, ■ 

rrwi Territo- " c »r>t ivitv and now at length removed to the City it ieit, wnere 

riei. Inhabitants P w c pr v',rnd e both to the Romans and their Prelates* ex- 

leaft it wasetev ^ efcaped by the Lombards and got to Piptn, with 

fflassifratiEfs 
: Sa a Sisf ; s p— 
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the fame demand, but Aifldf was deaf to all their charmer, andwety tmwilhng 
Iv , as he had reafon, permitted the Bifiiop to goe foi yw - j 

The Biihop of - U 0 n the fourteenth of November he fet forward 
S;.r m 'co,ni^to Pith, eafily prevailed with bin. to undertake a War ruth the 
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[. hard for the Church, and the Redemption of the Exarchate; and becaufe one ' 
good turn requires another he was prevailed with to flay till Winter was over, 
and the Army could be ready to march, and in the mean time to anoint Kings 
of. France, Charles and Carloman, the more effe&ually to recommend them to the 
People. Aifiulf all this while as a Man unconcerned about War, applied himfelf 
vigorously to the Affairs of Peace, making another Amendment of the Edid or 
Body of Law's formerlv publifhed, and fo oft amended by his Predeceflours. “In 
“ the Preface he fignifieth, that having ferioufly weighed! what had been done by 
“ them ; he found lome things wanting, which defedt w'as the Original of great 
“Errours. Therefore in the fifth Year of his moft happy Reign, in the Name 
“ of God, on the firft day of March, the feventh Indidion ; having called toge- 
“ tber his Judges from the feveral Parts of his Kingdom, hecaufed to be affixed to 
“ the Leaves of the Edid, w'hat feemed juft to h : s Excellency, and agreeable to the 
“ mind of the Lord. The Bilhop of Borne, being all this while in France, fell lick, fk'Prxa!. 
and therefore the Expedition was put off till the Month of Auguft , wherein he 'pfyin 
anointed Pi pin, his Wife and both their Sons. Then in Order to his Return, fin- 
ding thefe Kings, and their Subjeds fufficiently propenfe to gratifie him, whereas co ” l pdwm. 
at his firft coming he had fo worded it, that Pi pin underftood the Exarchate was 
to be reftored to the Commonwealth or Empire, now making ufe of his time he 
turned his Tale, and though he had fo much preached the Dodrine of Reftitu- “ 
tion to the right Owners, unto Aifiulf ; he contended that neither the Exarchate trljeatm. 
nor Pentapolis was to be reftored to the Emperour, for this reafon, becaufe Conftan- f fhfim, 
tine was unworthy to have any thing to doe in Italy, who had forfaken it, and 
exerciied open Enmity with the Church. If fo be Pipin would difeharge the chmmts a. 
Duty of a gratefull Man, or confult his Souls Health, or give any reward to the hc iP‘ ri 
Bilhop for the danger he had undergone, and the pains he had taken for the good remimni. 
of Italy and the Church, he fhould grant both the Countries to St. Peter. He Sigm.de 
fo prevailed upon Pipin, that he openly promis’d, that in cafe it pleafed God to 3 ' 
make him victorious over the Lombards, to obtain the Remiflionof his Sins, he&«K& 
would take away the Exarchate, and Pentapolis from the Commonwealth of retu ^pf«- 
Rome, and deliver them to St. Peter,md his Succeflours, to be poflefled by them for cZjhnm 
ever. This he caufed the Clerk to record, and confirmed it farther by his own fr°P ter defer. 
Oath, and the Oaths of his two Sons, Charles and Carloman then prefent. ‘tmeimh 

57. During die Preparations for War, we are told that Aifiulf was once and a- inimicitias 
gain importuned, and with great gifts-allured to furrender the Cities; but when CUTn &' le f u 
neither gifts nor intreaties would prevail, in the eighth Indi&ion, Pipin caufed his 
Armies to begin their march through the Territories of Vienna. Now again it efie,piferm 
pleafed the Bilhop out of his Abhorrence of the EfFufion of Bloud, and hope that Zetuflmiii 
he might by the report of fo great an Army be frighted into a Compliance, to pifimisfut 
fend once more to Aifiulf, to invite him to doe by fair means, what elfe he Ihould 
be compelled. By the Ambafladours of Pipin he fent his Letters, wherein by the 
Holy Myfteries, and the dreadfull day of Judgment it feIf, he befought him that p. 127. ’ 
peaceably and without bloud, he would reftore what he had taken to the Ho¬ 
ly Church, and the Commonwealth of the Romans. This he obftinately again 
refufed to doe, adding Threats both againft Stephen, Pipin, and his Followers. 

Pipin then proceeding towards Italy, lent a Party to’the Alpes, to feizeon the 
Straits, and fecure his Paflage, which Aifiulf undemanding, and defpi- 
ftng the Franks for their Number, with a Multitude of his Lombards he ha¬ 
lted thither, and very confidently fell upon them; but the Franks having the Ad¬ 
vantage of the Ground, and being a Party of choice Men picked out, lb warmly 
received him, that they made great {laughter of his Men, which he not enduring 
is laid to have ran away to Pavia, there to abide the Storm that was coming up¬ 
on him. Pipin finding the Paflage clear, marched on without any Moleftation, 
and with the Accidents ufually accompanying fuch Invafions, came and fate down 
before Pavia, whence perceiving that the King would not ftir, he harafled the 
Countrey round about, and made his fiege as ltrait as could be. Aifiulf teeing 
what advantage the other had againft him, within a Ihort fpace thought it belt 
to come to a Treaty, wherein it was agreed, that by a corporal Oath he ihould 
ingage to reftore the Exarchate with Pentapolis, and whatfoever other Places he 
had taken, and for farther Confirmation hereof, give up forty Hoftages which 
were to be fent into France. This done, Pipin, though in the middle of Winter, 
returned back into his own Countrey, and Stephen the Bilhop with great Joy 
and Expectation to his See. 
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g They being returned and the Tempeft quite blown over, Aifiulf repented Sect. 4. 
of what he had done, and was fo far from delivering up the Places, that gathe- 
rincr an Army together at Ravenna, he brake into the Roman Territories, and do- 
ingtherein ail violence poflible came before the City, having feized on Narnia, 
which not long before he had reftored. He thought that Pipin, having already 
difeharged the Duty of a Friend, would no more pafs over the Alpes in behalf 
of the Bilhop; who, having quite other thoughts, fent away htsMeflengers by Sea, 
that they might have a more fafe and fpeedy pafTage, by all things lacred con¬ 
juring the King, that he would make good what he had promifedto St. Peter. 

Pipin in great wrath denounces War afrelh, and for that purpofe makes new Le- 
Al p,f again vies, which Aifiulf hearing and furprized with the News, after three Months 
for tear of pi- f ’ i eaV es Rome, and hurries away to defend his own Quarters. It was now Au- 
pinqumpome. £ w j ien fip' m being in a readinefs began his march, and palling the Alpes 
with little Difficulty, came and beheged Aifiulf in Pavia , as formerly. It was 
not yet known at Rome, that he had paflfed the Mountains, where were arrived 
from the Emperour two Ambaftadours, George a Protonotary and John the oilenti- 
ary, who were to deal With Pipin about reftoringthe Exarchate and P^tapohs to 
the Empire; for they had heard at Confiantinople, how the , Roman Miop had been 
tampering about them, from Rome thay ftreight departed for Mar folks, where 
being arrived, they had News oiPipids being in the Territories of the Lombards. 

Stephen had alfo fent his Meflengers with them, whom, becaufe they might pro¬ 
bably hinder his bufinefs, George caufed his Fellow John there by fome Arts to de¬ 
tain, and he went before, to Pavia, where having Audience of Pipin, he delivered 
his Meflage as advantageoufly as lie could. But Pipin with the greateft Piety 
ffo theBifhop's Favourers write) anfwered, that by no humane Rewards he was 
induced to doe what he did, but inflamed with a defire of procuring the Favour 
of Almighty God, he had received the Church of Rome into his Protection, per- 
fwading himfelf it was for the Health of his Soul, and would avail for the Re- 
miflion of his Sins. In cafe he fhould recover the Exarchate and Pentapolis, be 
had fworn to deliver them to St. Peter, and his SuccefTours; and by no reafons 
or Arguments whatfoever would be drawn from being as good as his word, and 
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difehargmg his Dut^e ^ dofely be fieged, and fo much ftraitned, that 

fearing the Effefts of a Storm, he fent out to Pipin his Plenipotentiaries to makean 
Agreement, who offered not onely to reftore the Exarchate and Pentapohs y b ut 
And gives up comachim alfo to redeem his Peace. Pipin accepted of their Propofals, and the 
JJSJE Agreement was ratified by Oaths, and giving up of new Hoftages; which done, 
to to theV pipin again furrendred the Exarchate and Pentapolis to St. Peter, and his Suc- 
«*°p. ceflours to be held by them for ever, and commanded Inftruments ol the Do¬ 
nation to be drawn accordingly. Leaving Fulrade the Abbat to receive all a- 
greed on from Aifiulf, and to put them into the Bilhop s Hands; he Ihortly alter 
departed into France. Fulrade going with the Commiffioners od Aifiulf, recei¬ 
ved all the Cities of the Exarchate and Pentapolis from their Hands, except Fer- 
raria , Faventia and Caballum, and having from ei^ry one of them Hoftages, he 
took along with him to Rome the Principal Inhabitants, and he laid up the Keys 
of the feveral Cities together with the Inftruments of the Donation in the Con- 
feflion of St. Peter. Now to underftand thefe matters more clearly, the Reader 
The cities of may know, that in the Exarchate were comprifed thefe Cities: Ravenna, Bono- 
the Exarchate. j mo i^ F ave „ t ia , ForumPopilii, Forum Livii, Ctefena, Bobium, Ferraria,Co- 
0 {Pentapolis machim, Adria , Ficolce and Galellum. Pentapolis contained thefe: Ariminum, Pi- 
fauram, Concha , Farnrn, Senogallia , Ancona, Auximum, Humana, oaZfium, Forum 
Sempronii, Mons Feretri, Vrbinum, the Balnenfm Territory, Calles, Lweoli and 
Eugulium, with the Forts and Territories to thefe Cities belonging, all which had 
afterward the Name of the Marquifate of Ancona. But thus the Bilhop ot Rome 
became poflefled of other Mens Goods, the Reader lees how, and for .what Rea- 
fons the Emperour the Right owner was deprived, by what Arts and Devices is 
alfo manifeft. Stephen committed the Government of Ravenna to the Arch-billiop, 
and the Tribunes of the City, whereupon the Archbilhop afterward wrote himfelt 
Exarch. As ter Aiftulf who was but juftly compelled to furrender, having had as 
little right to thefe Eftates as he who now poflefled them; we are told that the 
following year he fpent in Confultations how to break the Agreement, and to- 7re¬ 

ward the end of it, being in hunting either thrown by his Horfe, or as others 
'Aijiuif di es . wrote wounded by a wild Boar died within a few days after, whofe Aaions we 
might poflibly have had related with more favourable Circumftances, had either 
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Cry A Pad the Deacon continued his Hiftory fo far, or any other of his Nation written 
h s i iie or any indifferent Pen had tranfmitted thefe Revolutions to Poftenty. 
But Paul living in the time of Charles the Great, the Son of Pipin, - when it was 
a Crime to write any thing well though truth of the Lombards, (for loofers m 
thefe cafes of Conqueft have not leave to talk) durll not burn his fingers by 
medling with matters of fo late concernment; and therefore wifely left off where 
thefe things began, which brought deltrudtion to the Lombard Kingdom. His 
Countreymen for the fame Reaion were all filent. They onely were Publifliers 
of thefe’tranfa&ions, who were joyned both in their Afledhons and Inteiefls 
with the Prevalent Party. 

60. Now was AifiulJ dead, and none left to whom the Kingdom by right of 
SL'ceefifion or Inheritance appertained. Therefore Defiderius, who had been his 

Defiderius C omes Stabu/i, or Mailer of the Horfe, as alfo promoted to the Dukedom of Tiifcia, 

makesitofdf^ for himrelfb t } ie favour and allillence of the People of that Countrey. 

S ' Rachis was dill living, and fo enraged at his Exaltation, that he exchanged his 
' hoi v Zeal for Indignation, and pur poled to leave aiding the part of a Monk, and 
realiiime his former drefs of Royalty; and he wanted not either Advifcrs or 
Ailiilents to fucb an Undertaking, the Inhabitants of Liguria, ^Emilia and Ve- 
uetii flocking to him. Dejiderhts hereat Harried, as being in danger, not onely 
to mifs of the Kingdom, but to loofe his Dukedom too, took the right courle 
to prevent borh the one and the other: He betook himfelt to Stephen the Roman 
Bilhop and bargained with him to reflore Faventia, Calallum and Ferraria, 
which Aifiulf had dill kept in his hands, if either by his Arms or Authority he 
could maintain him in his pofldlion of the Kingdom. The Bilhop having com¬ 
municated the matter to Fulrade , the Abbat, refolved to attempt the thing, and 
fending him with his Brother Paul into Etruria, made a firm League and Alliance 
with Defiderius, and admoniihed Rachis now the Monk, to hold him tohispre- 
fent courfe of life, and not didurb him whom he had named King and taken for 
his Alley and Confederate. And if all fhould fail , Fulrade had got an Army ot 
Franks and Romans together, to difpute the Controverlie by dint of Sword So 
Rachis gave over his Enterprize, and therewith the Lombards of his Party being 
difcouraged, Defiderius enjoyed what he had got; and going to Pavia, where he 
iolcmnly entred upon the Government, he reltored Faventia, CaballumanA Fer¬ 
raria, to the Church, according to Articles. Not long after died Stephen on the 
twenty f ifth of April, a man ever to be had in remembrance by his Succefiouis, 
for his inriching his See with the goodly Poflbflions of the Exarchate and Pen- 
tapolis, to be compared (as Sigonius writes) with Gregory, firnamed Dialogus , who 
procured for it the Dutchy of Rome. .. _ - 

61. Paul his Brother fucceeded him, and renewed the League made with Deji¬ 
derius, who, in the third year of his Reign, took his Son Aclulgife to be his Part¬ 
ner in the Kingdom. Gifulf the Duke of Beneventum dying, he bellowed the 
Dutchy on Agarifme, who had married his Daughter Adelperga. For feveral 
years he bore himfelf with great refpedt to the Roman Church, and with a mind 
lb devoted for Religious matters, that his own Daughter Anfilberga, he made Ab- 
bels of an Abby of his own founding, and otherwife he mewed himfelt a great 
Patron of that ProfefTion. Thus he continued for fome ten years and then 
they tell us he began toifiew himfelf another man; as if Ambition had been he¬ 
reditary to thefe Lombard Kings. Paul the Bilhop dying, he caufed a Sclnfmto 
be made by the illegal promotion of one Conjlantine, and when this Device was 
frulirated by the means of Chrijlopher the Primicerius (or Afleflor to the Bilhop, 
as was the Secundicerius alfo, they fitting next to the Duke of the City) who to 
remove the Schifm caufed Stephen the Third to be Canonically chofen, he him¬ 
felf went to Rome under a fhew of Devotion, and there dealt with Affiartat he 
Duke of the City, toaccufe Chrijlopher and his Son the Secundicerius of fome 
feigned’ Crime, and then having feized and made them away, to imprifon or 
drive thence the moll Eminent Citizens, and fo to tame the rell, as that they 
lhould not have courage to attempt any confiderable matter: At the Inltance ol 
Bertradc Wife to the late Pipin of France , he gave his Daughter to Carloman one 
of her Sons, or rather two of his Daughters to her two Sons, for both are affir¬ 
med to have married this way. About two years after Carloman died, whole 
Widow r Berta finding her felf and young Sons not treated after the belt falhion 
by Charles his Brother, they came into Italy to her Father, who was vehement!} 
incenfed againft Charles, for putting away .his other Daughter - and, delirousto 
imbrace any occafion of revenge, purpofed to get the Boys Confecrated Kings ^ 


ChapTT with the Con^ara impolitan Rom. Empire. Defiderius. 6 j 

the new Roman Bilhop. One of thefe things he hoped would follow: Either he Sect. 4. 
fhould thereby procure an ill underftanding betwixt Charles and the Bilhop, or 
fome Tumults and Stirs in France, which would prefent him with a fit opportu¬ 
nity of conquering Rome and all Italy. , - _ , , . n . 

6%. But not knowing how Adrian, at prefent Pope, flood affe&ed, he would firft 
try him, whether he would renew the League. He anfwered, he was willing 
to have all Chriftians his Friends, and the Lombards amongft the reft, upon thole 
terms, whereon their Predecefiours had founded their Alliance ; but as for Deji¬ 
derius, he had learnt fo much of his falfenefs from Stephen, who had lately oc¬ 
cupied that See, that he could not truft him; and when the Ambafladours pro- 
mifed with Oath, that he fhould give him full fatisfa&ion; he faid, that he 
would return Anfwer by Meflengers of his own. Dejiderius judging by this 
Reply, that he was not to be trailed, would get by force what be could not 
obtain by Intreaties; and when Adrian had not fate two lull Months, he brake in- 

Difiierim t0 t he Exarchate, where he fpeedily took Ferraria, Comachim and Faventia; 

Srchate/making open fhew that he would attack Ravenna it felfi Adrian having notice 
fent order to his Meflengers that were on their way, as far as Perufim, to make 
demand of the places lately taken. The King anfwered, that if the Bilhop would 
come to him he fhould command him; which he refufing to doe, he in great 
wrath invaded Pentapolis ;■ where he wafted the Countrey belonging to Senogaltia, 
z/Efurn, Monsferretri, TJrbinum , Eugubium, and other Cities, killing the princi¬ 
pal Inhabitants of Bleda, who were gone out to reap their Corn, and carrying 
away much booty and Captives. Ocriculi alfo, \Vithin the Borders of Rome, un¬ 
derwent the fame and worfe fortune. Hereupon the Bilhop fent to him the Ab¬ 
bat of St. Vincent, with twenty Monks of great Reputation for their Sandfly, 
who coming to Pavia call themfelves at his feet, and befought him with many 
tears, to give over thofe violent courfes, and reftorc fuch Places as he had taken 
from’ the Church. To them he anfwered as before, that he would doe both if 
Adrian would come to him. 

63. To this purpofe he fent Ambafladours of his own, who defired a meeting. 

Adrian • made a folemn and religious Proteftation, that if he would but reflore 
the Towns of St. Peter, he would either give him a meeting at Rome, or where 
elfe he pleafed, and confult with him for the quiet and Repofe of Italy; and if 
he did not,it fhould belawfullfor him to re-invade the Places at his pleafure. Butin 
cafe he would not reflore them, he would never fee his face, and he fent two to 
receive the Cities; but having protefted the fame, they received the fame Anfwer 
as before. After their return others were fent, whom he refufed to fee, and with 
great threats difmifled, that he would bring his Army before Rome. Adrian then 
looking for extremity, caufed the City to be fortified as well as it might be, 
and as Stephen his Predeceflour had done, refolved to advertife Charles the King 
of the Franks, in what eftate he was, and to defire his afliftence. “ He fent one Peter 
“ by Sea to intreat him that, after the Example of his Father and Grandfather, he 
« would fuccour the Church now in diftrefs, and the City of Rome, which was 
“ threatned with deftrudtion. The caufe of fo wicked an undertaking he told him 
“ was palpable, to compell him to anoint the Sons of Carloman, which how it 
“ flood with his-Concernments he left it to him in his wifedom to judge. To this 
Crimination Defiderius anfwered in an Edidt which he fent to Grimoald the Count 

of Viterbium, wherein he lhewed he had well deferved of Italy, ■'‘contrary to m f S fu2l' n 
what Adrian had laid to his charge. He reckons up many places built and re- Tufti* dejtru- 
pairedbyhim, and concludes, that this is not to deftroy Etruria, as Adrian accu- 
feth him, who refufeth Peace offered by him. He commands therefore Grimoald, ZfiemViJ. 
that fo long as Peace continueth doubtfull, he order all the Souldiers of Tufcia to nus Papajam 
be in Arms, and to furnilh them with Provifions and Pay plentifully, that they gjjgky “ 
may not onely be ready to receive an Enemy, but prepared alfo to make an Itw^-pundmemis, 
lion. And he requires him not to burthen the People with new Exadtions. _ Uc. Vide Si- 

64. Adrian his Meflenger got fafe to Charles, and eafily obtained a promife to ^“Ttlqw ’ 
Hand by his Mailer in all his difficulties whatsoever ; for Charles remembred non eftEnu- 
what advantages his Anceftours had got by adhering to the Church of Rome, and 

had no reafon to hope lefs than any of them, confidering how the World went at ^"dtianw,' 
this time. He fent to Defiderius requiring him to reflore to the Bilhop what was qui pacem ui- 
belongingto him, who promifed to give him full fatisfaction; but he wasrefol- jj’JCnfpu- ‘ 
ved to try another courfe. Taking liis Son Adulgije along with him, with his it; 
Daughter Berta and her Sons, in a peaceable manner he went towards Rome, un-Gnmoalde 
der pretence of paying a Vow at the Sepulchres of the Apoftles, which when he P t jfj e)1 j- ls C- 
K 2. came cip>m } fc. 
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—- far as spoletum, hecaufed to be fignified to the Bilhop. Adrian caufcd 

S( ^; 4 - the Walls and Gates to be ftridtly guarded, forbidding he fliodd have any en- 
trance and the Churches of St. Peter and St. Paul without the Walls, to be fall 
locked and barred up; which notwithftanding, when he proceeded on his way, 
he font to him as he lav at Interamna, denouncing unto him by all things facred, 
that without his leave lie fhould notfethis foot within the Roman r Territories 
He had before compofed a Song of heavy Curies againft him, his Family and 
thole that accompanied him in his Journey. But this Denunciation cauled hun 
to cro back, though with an angry and revengefull mind. For now came Ambaf- 
fadours from Charles to fee whether he had fatisfied the Bilhop, who at their return 
fent fome of his own back with them, and ordered them to call upon Defidenus 
at Pavia where they had as cool welcome, and as refolute an Anfwer, asthoie 
‘that had been before them. Proceeding then in their Journey, they folicited 
Charles for help to recover the Cities, which to obtain by lair means, he is faid, 
once more to have fent to Defideriusfltienng him fourteen thoufand Solid no fatisfie 
the Billions pretenfions, but to no pur pole; relolving therefore to force him to it 
for nothing, he call’d an Ahembly of his Franks , and related to them the whole 
matter There was none prefent who did not load Defidenus with Invedhves, 
and give his Vote for fendmg fpeedy relief to the Church. Then was the 
War refolved on, and Levies of Souldiers were made greater for number and 
with more care and accuratenefs than ever formerly had been known, which 
clearly lienified to any intelligent Perfons, that how fpecious foever their pre¬ 
tences were , the Franks buckled themfelves to this Expedition, not lomuch for 
the relief of the Church, as to put a Period to the Kmgdom of the Low- 

6c. The whole Afmy coming to the Rendezvous at Geneva, Charles divided 
it into two Parties, whereof the one he committed to the Conduit of his 
Uncle Bernard, and the other he led himfelf another way. Defidenus having 
certain Intelligence of his Motions, fent fome Troops withfpeed, to makegood 
the Straits, then did he gather out of the Dukedoms of Forum fcfc, 

-centum, Spoletum, Etruria , and his whole Kingdom, a vaft Army, which he or¬ 
dered to march to Augufta and Taurinum, to give Charles Battel, in caie 
lie fhould defeend from the Mountains. Charles drawing nigh the Alpes 
once more (they fay) fent to him offering him the fame Sum of 
Money as formerly, and requiring but the Sons of his Judges, as Hoftages, for 
delivery of the Towns, but he gave the fame refolute Anfwer; which received, 
the Franks continued their March till they came to the Straits, which they 
Charles King found f e ized by the Lombards. Charles perceiving they ftopt the Pafiage, lent 
Of the Franks p / h Mounta i ns another way, to come upon the back of Defidenus, 

””***’ whichDevice took very well ; for it put the King into fuch a fright, hat by 
Night he left his Camp and ran away, which Charles underftanding^ fonowed 
him as fall as he might, and in the purfuit killed many of his followers. But 
here we arrive at a piece of difficulty, our Authours not agreeing amongft them- 
fcte conSring what followed, tUf. «> «4 being of the contrary 
ty, they are no ways favourable to the poor Lombards who had no Writers to 
difcover their partiality. One faith that a great Battel was now fought. mi a 
Field lying betwixt Novaria and Tapia, where Defidenus received a grea - 
throw/and thence the place had the name of Mortana Others will have De- 

fiderius, without giving Battel, to have fled Cfcarcely looking behind him all tl e 

way) to Pavia, where he fhut himfelf up, having ftrongly fortified the Ci }• 

His Son Adulgife, with Berta and her Children, he fentto Verona, thefecond place 

for ftreneth and convenience in the Kingdom. u , f mp 

66 . Before fuch time as Defidenus went towards the- Alpes, we are toWffiatfome 
of his Subje&s of Spoletum , and of the Reatines, defpairing of his Succefs, wen 
to Rome, and put themfelves into the hands of the Bdliop, whence foll^e fom^ 
out of every City (like good Subjeds doubtlefs) and m St. Peters Church, pro 
Sating themfelves at life feet, fwore perpetual Fidelity amd 
Roman Church, cutting their Beards and their Hair after the &flu»i of 
But after it was once noifed that Defidenus was beaten back from th > 

all the reft, in a manner, fled to Rome; where binding^themfdves with he fame 
Oath, they were kindly entertained. The Bhhop ulmg moderation, ^h 

approbation of the Inhabitants, made Hildebrand Duke ol s P olet “™ » * them 

Lombards as would dwell at Rome, he-gave a place to Inhabit which ftomthOT 
received the Name of Lombard-fireet. The Example of thofe of s P olet ^ ma[ 
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followed by the Firnani , thofe of Auximum and Ancona, with the Citizens of Sec 
the Caftle of Felicity, who cut their Hair, and furrendered themfelves into the 
Dominion of the Church. But Charles perceiving Defiderius would not fight, 
•beliegedhim clofe in Pavia, whither he fent for his Wife and Sons; and there 
in the Camp fpent the former part of a fliarp Winter, till Chriftmas was over. 

The Solemnity being paft, he committed the Siege to the care of his Uncle 
icmi.% yield- Bernard, and went himfelf and beleagured Verona, where Adulgife defpairing of 
holding out, fled, and went into Greece ; after whofe departure the Inhabitants 
quickly furrendered the place, and therein Berta and her Sons, into the hands of 
Charles, who we are told, fent them into France, and treated them very honou¬ 
rably ; and well he might, confidering what an Inrereft they had in tiiat Coun- 
trev. Verona being gone, upon Summons the reft of the Cities beyond the Foe, 
yielded themfelves to the Conquerour, who then returned and reinforced the 
Siege of Pavia. Eafier now began to approach, the Feaft whereof Charles had a 
ciw'cs aoes g reat defire to celebrate at Rome with the Bhhop. Leaving the Siege to be car- 
to^mf ried on by Bernard, with a fplcndid Train he took his way thither, and being 
honourably received in every place he palled, on Eafters Eve he arrived at the 
City. 

67. Adrian conceived himfelf obliged in the molt honourable way he could, 
to receive a Kingfo great, who had done fo mighty matters for the Church, and 
was in a fair way to effect more. Firft, all the Judges went .out and received 
him with Banners thirty Miles from the City. A Mile off all the Schools met 
him, the Children bearing in their hands the Branches of Palmes and Olives, and 
Tinging out his Commendations. The Rere was brought up by many Crols-bear- 
ers, as it was the Cuftome of old for Exarchs and Patritians to be received. 

The Bilhop himfelf early in the morning, with all the Clergy and People, went 
to the Vatican Church, where fitting with his Clergy uponthe Steps, he recei¬ 
ved him. Charles, as foon as he faw the Crofles, alighted from his Horfe, and 
T with his Judges went the reft of the way on foot, till he came to the Steps, 
to every of which (you muft know) giving a kifs, he mounted up to the Bilhop, 
by whom being lovingly received, alter mutual Imbraces and Congratulatory 
Speeches, he was brought into the Church, all the Clergy finging, and calling 
him the Authour of the Publlck lafety and Liberty, and merrily acclaiming, 
Blejfed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. Afterward with a Tram 
of Bilhops, Abbats, and the Followers of Charles , they came to the Confeflion, 
where proftrate on the ground, they rendred thanks to God and St. Peter for 
fo great a Victory ; which done, the King defired he might go into the City to 
perform a Vow, and vilit the Churches, which the Bilhop permitted ; each ha¬ 
ving firft fworn over the Holy Body of the Apoftle, that he intended no harm to 
the other. Firft, he went to our Saviour’s Church in the Laterane; where feeing 
the Bilhop adminifter Baptifm, after a little flay, lie returned to the Vatican. 

The day following being Eafier day, he made a folemn Entry into the City, 
the fecond time being received by the Judges and the Roman Souldiers, and came 
to the Church of St. Mary ad Prcefepe, where after Service he dined with Adrian 
in the Laterane. On the third day in the Vatican after Prayers, the Bilhop can- 
fed folemn thanks to be given him in an Oration. Herein the kindnefles of Pi pin 
and Martell to the Roman Church were commemorated; the great Piety, Faith 
and Fortitude of the Family were glorioufly fet forth, and therewith was joynecl 
great. Commendations of the whole Nation. It was told the Auditours that Charles 
(not in the leaft degenerating from the worth of his Anceftours) was come with 
a mighty Army againft the Enemies of the Church ; and by the help of God, 
had been as profperous as he had been ready to undertake the work. And it 
was to be hoped, that within few days all Italy would have caufe to congra¬ 
tulate his complete Victory, as now both Italy and the Church gave him hearty 
thanks for what he had already performed. J 

' 68 - On the fourth day Charles was prefent at Service in the Church of St. Paul. 

On the fifth the Bilhop procured him to meet him in the Palace of the Vatican 
where in the prefence of their Judges he defired him to make good what Pipin his 
Father, he himfelf, and his Brother Carloman had ingaged to Stephen at Carifia - 
cum. Hereupon Charles caufed the Inftruments of the Ingagement to be read, af¬ 
terward with his Judges approved them, they containing a Grant of the Exarchate 
Charles makes an d Pentapolis. Iterius his Secretary he commanded to add a new Grant and 
therein to add Corfica Sardinia, Sicily, the Territory of Sabimm, the Dukedoms 
of pome. oi Spoletum and Tufcia, with the Revenues paid formerly for tliefe Dukedoms 
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U", to the Umbarh Rings ; always excepted the Royal Prerogative and Authority, 

0V e r thcib Dukedoms. The Inftrumentsof this Donation being figned withlns 
^ own hand, and attefted by the Bifhops, Abbatsand his Secretaries, he depofed 
upon the Altar of St. Peter, and in the Confeflion, as Monuments in time to 
come, binding by Oath himfelf and his to the obfervance of them,- and took a 
Copy of them along with him. For this Donation the Teftimony of Anaftafius 
the Popes Library-keeper is produced, an Epiftle of Adrian himfelf to Conftantine 
the Emperour and his Emprefs Irene , and the Inftruments of Ludmtck the Son 
of Charles wherein it is more fully exprelTed, and whence it appears that the 
Lombard Dukedom of Tufcia, comprehended the]Caflle of Felicity, Orhtum, Bal- 
neoreqium, Ferenti Caftrum, Viterbium, Marchia Tufcana, Populonium Soane and 
Ho fell:c. Thefe things thus appointed, when Charles had made a ltay ol eight 
davs in Rome , and in this fpace fatisfied the defires of the Church-men as w ell as 
his own Curiofity,he returned to the Camp at Pavia. 

69 Her c Deperm, in a moft fortified City, refolyed to hold out, knowing 
that all the Kingdom would be loft with it, and if it were fafe the reft might 
eafilv be recovered. Though there was fmall hope of ftarvmg the place, or car¬ 
rying it by any ftrategem , yet the reafons that made Deftderws refolved on one 
fide °made Charles as peremptory on the other, revolving not to raife the Siege 
till lie Ihould have fome good account of it. But that which breaks ftone Walls, 
b oke at laft the refolution of Deftderius, , and broke open thei Gates to.the Franks 
not onely the Townfmen but Souldiers too, being conquered by Hunger, which 
beta accompanied by araging Peftilence, drew neceffity upon the Kmg a thing 
too rowcrfull for lftm to withftand; fo that at laft lie yedded up himfelf, his 

ST" KrJ'order'fo much&Z fndfXr“kj*™e4;rfIc^jour 

" lT “ : enc,s - j 4 v . en hundred and feventy fourth year of our Lord. However fome Bifhops 
of Rome have befpattered the Nation, and the fuccefsof Charles both eclipfed 
Ih-tory and S«ged all Pen-men on his fide and the Pope s (fo that thn late 
Revolution is deferibed to us with unworthy and unprobable circumftances on 

“etot of Defiderius yet were they a People very Warlike and confidenbla 

Their Domination being barbarous and cruel at firft, after they came to»tafte of 
Chriftian Reliafon grew more mild and benign: witnefs their good and whole- 
fome Laws, whereby Theft, Robberies, Murthersand Adultery were feverely pu- 
nifiied and the Liberty and Property of private men moft carefully provided 
ChurcL, rich and fyatious Monafteru* tvtae- 

with as Monuments of their Religion they ador "f^ P“‘° f f . 

cm-Names and Titles, to wile and fobet Pafons argue neither true worth, nor 

“ F Buflmvhrg lately mentioned the Laws of the LmlarJs we mud not dif- 
mifs them without fome father reflexions upon that Subjefl. They had not 
onclv written Laws purely digefted and fuppliediby their feveral Princes P 
Son butcuftomak, whereby Lands and PolMonswere hddbytovie^ 

Thefe are railed Feuda or Fain, concerning which, both as “ ^ 

SI 

d irib- or by way of Tranflation, the Lands or Territories, which by the g 
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' u -ord , F °, F*, or F coh , which the ancient Franks called Fe, and \yc at this ScJc. 4. 

day Fee for fo was and is called a Salary, Stipend, or Reward. The Saxon let- 
ter 13 miaht well be changed - into &, or rather hade or hod might be a-Wed, 
which into;; fignifies a State, Order, or Condition So miglit it be called Leo- 
dm from peohafc or pcohoS, as that which waspoflelled mthe quality 01 condition 
of Reward or Stipend. So our to;; Anceftours called the Military Order, 
cnvrtht-haj) as we at this day Knight-hood, and many other wings in like 
manner, as we now fay Father-hood, Child-hood, Man-hood, and the lute. ( 

71 Whencefoever the word had its Original, the Original of die thing hatn 
L-een *as much controverted,- fome derive it from the Laws and Cuftoms of t.-.e 
Romms , from their Patrons and Clients; it being thecuftome from me time or 
Romulus for Plebeians to make choice of certain Patntians for their Patrons to 
prated them, as we have formerly lhewn out of Dionyftus, they being to lerve 
them with their lives and fortunes upon occafion. In imitation of tnem tue l ie- 
vincials, and the Affociatcsof the People of Rme had then- Pattons in.the!senate. 

Others will have the Stipends of the Roman Souldiers in the Civil Law ca..td 
Militia to have refembled thefe Feuda, and fome compare the Colour Glebe ajcnp- 
titii to thefe ValTalsand Feudatories. But their opinion moft refembles me truth, 
who in this point of the Romans , think the Feuda to have Legun under Alexan¬ 
der Sever us , at leaft under Conftantine the Great. Fqr Sevens as Lampndius 
the Hiftorian informeth us, to the Captains and Souldiers of the Limits, gave 
tliofe ^rounds that had been taken from the Enemy to be poflefled by their Heirs, 
in call they ferved in the Wars, wifely concluding that they would be more 
carefull and induftrious to defend their own ; winch Conftantine perceiving not to 
have been pradifed without reafon, ordered that thele grounds Ihould pafs alfo 
to the Heir called Hares Pagan us, the more to oblige his Souldiers to him. but 
all thefe Remarks conclude nothing as to the Nature of the Feuda , as they are 
now received amongft the feveral Nations, being conftituted in a moveable thing, 
or fuch as come near thereto, the ufe and Vtile Dominium whereof is onely 
aranted to the Client, but the Propriety or dired Dominion, necefknly remains j uris ci :„, ;Sj 
fn the Granter and his Heirs, and fcefides that Fidelity which the Client by oath ub.ucap 6. 
promifeth to his Patron (from which the one is called Domimis ,, and the 
other Fidelis^ or Lord, is referved a certain Junldidion over the Client 
or Vaftal in cafe he aded or omitted any thing contrary to their Agreement, 
and the Nature of the Adion of a Feudum , of which there is nothing to be 
found either in the Laws or Cuftoms of the Romans. A Perfon very eminent J'V 
in his Profeflion writes, that he had looked over ail Roman Treaties, and tlio.e • * " J ' - 
Books alfo which have been written of thefe Feuda, and from them all ( a very 
few onely excepted ) he pronounces that the Feuda were utterly unknown to the 
Roman Laws, and not the leaft Footfteps of them are to be found in that of JujlL 
nian, but that they rofe up from the Manners and Cuftoms of other Nations alter 
the Roman Empire was ruined in the Weft. 

71. But of what Nations it is farther controverted. The fame learned Perion 
is concerned for the Honour of his own, and befides him fome few others con¬ 
tend that the Feuda were introduced by the Kings of the Franks , before the Do¬ 
mination of the Lombards in Italy. It appears indeed from Gregory Turonenfts and 
others, that there were Dukes and Counts which held certain Territories, and 
that there were Leudes which are interpreted Vaflals. But yet from the Nature ( ™ 0,h 
of the Offices of thefe Dukes and Counts, can nothing certain be concluded to 
make them Feuda ; fo uncertain was their Tenure and Succellion therein, and fome 
Image or Refemblance there might be of thefe Feudatories , but no perfect Idea 
of thefe Leudes. The general opinion of Authours is that the Feuda had their 
They had. Original from the Lombard Kings in Italy, who, as the Reader may difeover 

their OrigU by what we have written, were wont to grant Cities, Towns and Territories to 
n.ii from the Du [ <es anc [ Captains to ufe and enjov, the diretft Dominion ever referved to them- 
'' felves. For farther Confirmation hereof, and in anfwer to what is objeited on 

the French Part, there is one who proves, that the greateft part of the Cuftoms, hcn ft c uh r . 
and moft of the words which the French themfelves ufe about thefe Feuda, were inprxf. ad 
taken from the Lombards. , The words are Teutonick , and favour not onely of 
the German Tongue , but its moft ancient Dialed or the old Saxon ; whence, and 
becaufe the Lombards were a Teutonick Nation, fome will have the firft Original 
of Feuda to have been in Germany it felf, and they fanfie they find fomewhat 
the Condition of Vaflals in the Story of Tacitus, which he tells concerning the ‘ 
Comites amongft the Germans ; who brought Council and. Authority to the Princes 
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, of the Villages, and they think this adds Come force to their Conceit thatVaf- 
fal is derived by fome Etymologies from the German word Gejfel, by which is ex- 
prefl'cd the Latin word Comes. . . 

n . The truth feems to be this. There was fomethmg of this fort of Service 
and Dependence pradtifed by the ancient Germans, which being by all the Barba¬ 
rous Teutonick Nations partly brought out of that Countrey, were mightily 
ftrengthened and confirmed by certain practices, which at that time the NeceiTity 
of Affairs put the Roman Emperours and other Princes upon. Sevens and Con- 
ftantine the Great, and after them others found it highly convenient for the 
Safety of their Territories, tobeftow part of them upon Captains, andSculdtersas 
Wa^es, or Fees, or Rewards, and placed them upon the Borders where moft danger 
lay° that by protecting what they now looked upon as their own, by one and the 
fame 4 dt they might alio defend the whole Empire. Barbarous Princes taking 
up this cuftome, as highly neceflary, formed it according to their own, andflia- 
ped it into a Service and Dependence fuitable to their own German pradhees. 

Hence came it to pafs thaPnot onely the Lombards, but in truth the Franks had 
fome Services of this Nature, and this is to beobferved, that thele German Nati¬ 
ons the nearer they were to the Romans, and the morefubjedted to Invafions, the 
more perfedt and formal were thefe Vaflalages and Services. Therefore do we 
hear little or nothing of Feuda amongft our Saxon Anceftours here m Britain, 
nor amongft the Goths in Spain. The Lombards, being neareft the Romans, learnt 
the fore-mentioned Cuftome from them, and being asm a Pit mvironed with Acl- 
verfaries, were put upon joining it with their own, and framing them into a 
German or Teutonick Model. As the Emperours of old afligned Lands to their 
Captains by way of Fee or Stipend, and to proteft the Borders, fo did they. But 
they added a peculiar Oath of Fidelity and Homage, and not onely Grounds up¬ 
on the Limits in the Mouth of Danger, but even all their Countrey they distri¬ 
buted to be held by Fidelity and Services, as we fee by the many Dukedoms into 
which it was divided. And mutual at laft, by pradhee and continuance, began 
the Obligations of Lord and Vaflal. At firft it was in the Power of the Lord Lib. 
to take away what he had granted in Feudo when he pleafed. Afterward it was to 
be certain to the Vaflal for a Year, and a Year onely, and at length the Pofleffion 
t\ as extended to the Term of Life.. But his Pofterity being ftill unprovided for, 
it W as brought down to one of his Sons, on whom the Lord would pleale to 
confer it, and at laft came to be diftributed equally amongft them all. 

7 ± Afterwards Conradus Salicus the Emperour,in the Year ioz*, going to Rome 
to take the Crown from the Hands of John, the twentieth, his Vaflals petitioned 
him to exadt by a Law, that the Feoda might defeend to Grandfons, and 
that a Brother or his Son might fucceed to one that died without lawful! Iflue, 
in that which had been poflefled by their Father. But in cafe one of the Brothers 
received a Fee (fo now will we call it) from the Hands of a Lord; he dying 
without a lawfull Heir, his Brother could not fucceed in the Fee, and although 
it were received in general, yet could not one fucceed the other, except it was 
expreflyby Name fo provided; viz, that one dying without lawfull Heirs theo- 
ther fliould fucceed, to be fure an Hen* being left the other Brother Should be ex¬ 
cluded Its farther to bcunderftood, that a Fee or Beneficium collaterally went 
anciently no farther than Coufln-Germans, but in fucceeding times came to be 
ftretcht as far as thefeventh Degree, and to Males in a defeending Line tn infi¬ 
nitum. And this is to be noted, that though Daughters as well as Sons fucceed 
their Fathers, by the Laws yet they are prohibited to fucceed in a Fee,, asalfo 
their Sons except efpecial Provifion be made for them. This little Hiftory or 
Fees is given us by the Compiler Gerard Niger, wherein is to be obferved, that as 
to what he writes concerning their defeending upon Males by a new Law tn infi¬ 
nitum, that in France thefe inferiour Fees, as well as Dukedoms, Counties, ba¬ 
ronies, and the like came to be hereditary under Hugh Capet •who began his 
Reign eight and thirty years before the Law made by Conradus. From this 
time forward Noblemen ( the lefler.Nobles or Gentlemen are included ) from 
their Fees began to take Sirnames to themfelves, and to their Names to add dejuen 
a place , a thing fo ridiculoufly pra&ifed in France to this day, that if a mean man 
that can write himfelf but Sieur, have five or fix Sons, if he have fo many little 
Hamlets or even Cottages ereded in feveral Grounds, each muft be denomina¬ 
ted from one of them. In cafe he be not fo wealthy, if he have a Mill in his 
Ground, a Rock in his Field, or a Meadow belonging to his Cottage, one mult fie 
called de Moulin, another de la Roche , and anothet des Prez, whereby you wowa 
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.-* — j -r p„,„„ s of Extraordinary Extraft and Revenue, Perfons indeed Scot 4. 

that deferve^asLords toimpofe Manners^ Fata and Language upon a \\ orld fo —v- 
inconfiderate. . he DO flefted of Fees, which they loft 

agli^n^^ 

fwear fealty,and defire Inveftituie. re r u r e( i ; t if he refufed to perform the Fel ° nu1 - 

be°ng reduced to Want or Beg^ry If heinfeoffed any ^^otifaCon- 

hun mto any greateta | . he made him a Cuckold ( Si Dommum 

(Sdwamoriy fported with his Wife. Ifhclaywitl' hisDaugh- 
V SnSter his Son's Wife ; or the Sifter of his Lord remaining m this 
Soke to c^fehe would not doe him Juftice. If he committed Felony agamft or 
Cuckolded one of the Lords, of whom he was the Common Vaflal, he was onely 
CucRoWeoone oi .i bethe Vaflal killed his own Brother, or his Brothers 

anv moreb CourC lie Should be deprived of his Benefice or Fee; but forafmuch as 
thisFelony was not committed againft the Lord, the Fee Aum"*, Brother of 
"Fee" 

to belSmyToperly fo called, which the Lord committed againft hisVaffal, 
ahhough itfwas equally punilhed. Nor was Felony always pumlhed with a per- 

PC 76 1 Befides 'the loofing of the Fees, to which Vaffals were by thefe means ob¬ 
noxious they werealfofubjedted to many, and often very heavy Services. Firft, 
they fwore a moft ftrid Fealty and Allegiance to their Lords, whence in Iqme 
Hiftories they are to be known by the Name of Fideles, and performed their ho¬ 
mage in a very humble, if not fervile manner, the forms and falluons whereof we ' 
carlnot here difeover. Upon Summons from the Lord they were obliged to 
arm themfelves, to follow his Standard, and ftand by him in all Dangers o. 

' the Field. Befides they were obnoxious to the payment of many Tributes, Aid, 
o t Subfidies. And when they died, their Lords were to have Cuftody of then 
Fees with the Gardianlhip, and Manage of their Heirs under Age. And from 
thole that were Adult, Relief for theirConfent to enter upon the Inheritance; 
at leaft in'fome places. The manner of Inveftiture mro tees, was fo- 
fcmnand various. The Greater by delivery of a Banner; m France by 
ancient Cuftome both Bifliopricks, and all other Fees by a Ring, and^a 
Staff, by them Rain and Bafton. Sometimes it was done by dehveiy or a 
Smrd, an Instrument in Writing, a Clod of Earth, an Arrow, a tod a .other 
things. Fees were varioufly diftinguiflied, as lome were Impenaland Re a al con 
ferrecl by Emperours and Kings. «, Dukedoms, Marquifates, Counties wdiich 
were held in Capite, or from the Prince, whence the Pofleflours wei e called Capi¬ 
tanei. Others were of a middle Nature,being conferred by thefe Capitaneito inte 
riour Vaflals, as Barons, Valuafl'ours and Caftellani. Another fort w as Military, 
conferred by thefe Barons, Valuafl'ours and Caftellani. Yet was -not this Dif- 
tin&ion fo folemnly obferved, but that the Capitanei conferred lees, Amply I n- 
litary, and Princes as well one fort as another. There were feveral other foits 
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Sect. 4. diftinguilhed according to the Nature of the Fees themfelves, and of thofe that 
received them, of which its not our part here to difcoUrfe. 

77. It’s more proper for us farther to acquaint the Reader, that thefe (Moms 
being various and growing to Multitudes, Judges in the Determination of C011- 
troverlies concerning Fealty and Obedience of Vallals, became confounded in 
their Sentiments and Judgments, as in Cuftoms not written it ever happens. 
Therefore about the Year of Our Lord 1151, one Olertus Ortenfius of Milan, 
aifilled by Gerard Niger Capagiftus, under the Reign of theEmperour Frederick 
Barlaroffa digefted thefe Cuftoms concerning the ufeofFees, into two * Books. 

Unto thefe Ufes of Fees compiled by him, were afterwards added the Conftituti- 
onsof Lotharius the Firft, Lotharius the Second, Henry the Fourth, Lotharius CajaciJ^ 
the Third ; and Frederick the Firft and Second • after which the Books of Fees * l,u ‘ 
became of fuch requeft in all Countries, that they equalled in Reputation the very 
Roman Laws of Jufiinian himfelf. From them by univerfal Confent, all Contro- 
verfies not onely concerning meaner Fees, but Dukedoms, Marquifates, and the 

like were decided. And although fome there have been that contended, that the 
Lombards Laws of Fees have no place in France , where they will have thefe Fees 
to have been Patrimonial, and in the free Difpofition and Dominion of Clients, 
being called Allodia, yet other very eminent Lawyers of that Nation contradid 
them, whoaffirmthat thefe Laws of Fees take place in all the French Provinces, 
efpecially thofe which are Juris Script's, where the Cuftoms of the particular pla¬ 
ces do not oppofe them j for in feveral Provinces of Italy, as that of Monsferrat, 
and Mantma, the Lombardick Fees are changed into Patrimonies and Allodia, Aliena¬ 
tions paffing without the Knowledge of the Lord, Daughters fucceeding, and fe¬ 
veral other things wherein the Provinces rejecting the ftrid Do&rine of Fees in 
thefe Points, have returned to the Directions and Practice of the Civil Law. 

78. Out of France, the ufe of Fees was by William the Conquerour brought 
into England, where he diftributed the conquered Countrey amongft his Souldiers,* 
the Scots pretend to have received them about fixty Years before, in the Reign of 
Malerline the Second, but by Learned Men it is efteemed no more than aPre- 
tenfion. That our Saxon Anceftours had fome fort of Knowledge, and Practice 
of them, being Coufm-Germans to the Lombards, may be granted, but this know¬ 
ledge and practice was very fmall, for the Reafons we have already alledged. Con¬ 
cerning the Fees brought in by the Conquerour • what peculiar Rules and Practices 
they have acquired different from all the World befides, let our Municipal Law¬ 
yers tell if they pleafe. Itfufltceth me ( who have already faid too much ) to put 
the Reader in mind, that the Feuda or -Fees reduced into fome Order came from 
our Lombards. The Confent of Authours, fo will have it. This is ftrengthened 
by this Obfervation, that the Lombards were addicted to this Courfe, more than 
any other People. That Obert and Gerard were of Milan in that Countrey, and 
that in Italy, thefe Laws molt flourilhed from the time of Otho the Great, to that 
of Lotharius the Third, while the Civil Law was wholly filent. But thefe Fees 
were founded as we faid uponCuftome, and therefore amongft the ancient written 
Laws of the Lombards, we never meet with the word Feudum , and the other word 
Beneficium fignifying the fame, is very rarely to be found. 
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SECT. V. 


I 


The King dom of the Franks in Italy, from the 
Captivity of Befiderm, to the Promotion of 
Charles Ring of the F ranks, to the Title of Em- 
perour. 

The Space 17 Tears. 

t T~\E/}derius being conquered and taken, and all the reft of the Lombards ha- - 

| J ving after his Example yielded up themfelves and their Towns, Charles the 
Conquerour by right of Victory, challenged to himfelf the Kingdom of Italy 
which that he might eftablilh to himfelf by a new Title, he made ufe of the old 
Decree of Gregory the Roman Biiliop, as it was accounted. At Modoftta he cau- 
fed himfelf to be Crowned with anlron Crown, by the hands of the Archbdhop 
r , , of Milan, and ordained, that the fame courfe Ihould be ufed by his Succeflours 
Crowned King And it was performed with great Ceremony, as appeared from an ancient Ritual 
Of Italy. called 0r do Romanus, which Sigonius, as it concerned this matter, tranlcnbed to 
this purpofe, the King was out of his Chamber led into the Church by Bifhops, 
and being conducted to the high Altar, after fome fo emn Prayers the Archbi- 
Ihop demanded of the People, whether they would fubjeCt themfelves to fuch a 
•King, and with conftant Fidelity obey his Commands. The People anfwermg. 

Yes • with holy Oil he annointed his Head, Breaft, Shoulders, and the Joyntsoi 
his Arms • praying that both in War and in Mile he might be profperous. Having 
then girt him with a Sword, put upon him Bracelets, a Robe, a Ring, and a 
Sceptre into his hand, he fet the Crown upon his Head - and having through 
the Quire led him to his Throne, thereon he placed him, and having given 
him the kils of Peace, then celebrated Divine Service. This Ceremony was 
now performed to Charles by Thomas the Archbilhop of Milm, and hence he 
and his Succeflours accounted themfelves fo confiderable, and to contend for 
Dignity with him of Ravenna. 

a The Ceremony of Coronation being thus over, Charles, now as Lord oi Italy, 
thought it is duty to fettle the Frame and Polity thereof, and for this purpofe 
Goes to Rome, refolved to go to Rome to confult with Adrian. He having notice of his Inten¬ 
tions, called an hundred and fifty Bifhops together, with many Abbats, andfo- 
lemnly receiving him into the City, conlulted with them what Honours to be- 
ftow upon him. Thev were unanimous in this, that a King fo potent, and who 
together with his Father and Grandfather, had fo much deferred of the Roman 
Church, was to be rewarded with fome extraordinary mark of Honour. It was 
universally then agreed and confented to by all the Nobility, that he Ihould be a 
is made Pa- Roman Patritian; that throughout the Provinces he Mould inftitute Archbi- 
tritian. fl 10 p S and Bilhops ; fo that except commanded and inftituted by him, they 
Hath power Ihould not be Confecrated by any: That he fliould chufe the Bilhop of Rome, 
to chufe the and regulate the Apoftolick See. Now Sigonius tells us, that the Order andDig- 
Bifocp rf ni a p atr itian was, fence the time of Conflantine the Great, moft fplendid 
guiate 'the a" and honourable in the Roman Empire. That what we called but now Inftitution 
roftolick See. 0 f Bilhops, they called Inveftiture, and pleafed it Ihould be performed by the gi¬ 
ving of a Ring and a Rod. As for the choice of the Bilhop of Rome, it feems to 
be granted to him for preventing of Seditions and Tumults amongft the Romans. 

For thefe differences, the ancient Difcipline by little and little decaying, by rea- 
fon of ambitious feeking of fo great a Place and Dignity, had quite fpoiled the 
Meetings for Ele&ions, to the great fcandal of all good Chriftians $ no Perfon 
at Rome having any Power or Authority to reftrain them. But this right of 
chufing the Bilhop, Charles uied with great moderation, arid remitted to the 
old way of the Ailemblies of Clergy arid People ; provided the thing was done 
without tumult and indirect Practices, 
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3. After 



















Q- n_ . , After the receiving of thefe Honours, he addrefTed hirafelf to the Modell of 

the Kingdom. Firft, Apulia and Calabria he left to the Emperour as they had 
He Modeiir' been after the Vidory of Juflinian; which afterward being feized on by the 
the Kingdom Normans, we re reduced into another form of a Kingdom, which at length got 
of itAy. t j ie Narr ^ e 0 f Neapolitan. The Dukedom of Beneventum, he permitted to be 
held by Aragife the Son-in-Law of King Defiderius ; that of Spoletum , by Flilde- 
Irand, and the other of Forum Julij bv Rodgand , as Fiefs from him, as formerly 
from the Kings of the Lombards. The Exarchate of Ravenna and Pentapchs,\\\x[\ 
the Dukedoms of Peruftum, Rome, Tufcia and Campania , the chief Right, Prin¬ 
cipality and Sovereignty retained to himfelf, he yielded to the Roman Bifhop: 
The reft he kept to himlelf in the ordinary way of a Kingdom. This was what- 
fcever the Kings of the Lombards had polleffed in Liguria , ex Emilia and Venetia , 
the hithermolt tufcia (as they accounted it) and the Cottian Alpes being reckoned 
in. That part they called Longobardia, or as afterward Lombardia, or Lombardy. 
The Exarchate they called by the Name of Romania, or Romaniola. Italy being 
thus divided, the Government thereof he ordered Ihould be after this man- 
obiiges the ner. The Dukes he would have free, bound onely by the Bond of a Royal 
Dukes by an p ee . with which whofoever tied themfelves, were annually to take this (*th.- 
Oath Of Fide- j ’■^ tfjat j wi n fa faithfull to my Lord Charles, and his Sons, as long as I 
fhall live, without any fraud or manner of deceit: And, Ifwear by thefe HolyGof- 
pels, that I will be faithfull to him, as a Vajfal to his Lord, neither to my know¬ 
ledge will I divulge any thing which he fhall commit to me, in the Name , or by 
Virtue of my Allegiance. 

a. If ever itfo happened that they brake this Oarh, or died without Sons, 
the Dukedoms were conferred upon others, and this Tranflation, or Colla¬ 
tion, as in Bilhops and Abbats, was called Inveftiture; the fame being obferved 
in other Vaflals or Feudataries, as Counts, Captains, and Valuafars, the Modell 
of the Services and Tenures of whom was afterward'perfected by the Germans. 


He fettles the The People and Cities were after this manner to be governed. The Limits oir 
Government, the Kingdom and the Towns, he committed to the government of Counts, 
afligning to them all publick and private JurifdiCtion. The Limits or Bor- 
ders they called Marchas, or Marches, whence the Governours or them, ob¬ 
tained the Titles of Counts of the Marches, and MarquefTes. Some extraordina¬ 
ry Commiffioners he fometimes fent into the Kingdom, whom having greater 
Authority than Counts, they called Miff. The Grounds of the feveral Cities 
being confufed or litigious in the Reign of the Lombards, he would have lepara- 
ted and limitted, bounding them for the moft part with Mountains, Fenns, or 
Rivers. The Cities he would have take an Oath of Fidelity to him, thele 
words being added to it, I will preferve his Life, Member, Mind, and true 
Honour. On the Feudatary Cities, Churches and Monafteries, he laid certain 
Services, called Foderum, Parata and Manjionaticum, to be paid to him, efpecially 
when he came into Italy , which by him and his Succeflours were afterward ei¬ 
ther much diminiflied, or wholly remitted. To Bilhops and Abbats he confirmed 
the Pofleffion of Churches and Monafteries, formerly granted by the Lombards, 
and added new to fuch as deferved them. And that he might ieem to have gi¬ 
ven liberty to Italy, when he came thither he was wont to affemble the Bifhops* 
Abbats, and Noble men together, and with them to deliberate of the great Af- 
Three forts Of fairs of the Kingdom, after the manner of the Franks. Into Italy he brought 
Laws in ufe, alfo the Salkk Law; fo that from this time forward, three forts of Laws be- 
«* That of came of ufe to it; that of the Romans, the other of the Lombards, and this Sa- 
till Sards, lick. But this was the cuftome, that by what Law every man would live, he 
and the Saiid{. fhould profefs, and then according to that, Juftice Ihould be admimltred to him • 
which Cuftome prevailed in Italy, till the time of the Emperour Lotharius the 


Second. 


r Tilings being thus fetled, Charles returned to Pavia, where leaving a ftrong 
Rf-f-nme intr, Garrifon, he took Defiderius and his Wife along with him, and returned into 
fS? France. Yet did he notfo well fettle his Matters, but that within a year ortwo 
he was in danger to be difturbed, the Reputation he got by Arms, not being lut- 
ficient to bridle the Minds of the Lombard Dukes, who impatient, thatthe King¬ 
dom Ihould be taken from them, began to make difturbance in the Cities, me 
DukefcW chief of the Confpiracy was Rodgand Duke of Form Julij, which Charles un- 
Rebeiis. 1 demanding, as he returned out of Saxony, refolved betimes to obviate the mi- 
chief, and by the terrour of feverity caufe thofe who had not.yet dilcoveiea 
themfelves, to keep themfelves in theft Duty. Having kept his 
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" Alfatia, with a powerful Army he paffes the Alpes, and marches ftreight into the Sect. 5. 
_ .. . . . Dutchv of Forum Julij, where he gave Battel to Rodgand, who was defeated, ta- 
JuttodS ken Prifoner, and put to death, as having affedted the Sovereignty. Such Cities 
as were faulty begging pardon, eafily obtained it. Going then to Tariuflum to 
hold his Eajter, he annexed the Dutchy of Forum Juliij to the Kingdom ,• commit¬ 
ting the Government of the feveral Cities to Counts; and then returned into 
France, much about the fame time that Leo the Emperour at Conflantinople made a. d. 71 6. 
Conjlantine his Son his Collegue and Aflociate. For feveral years after, Italy 
remained quiet. The fourth, the return of Charles produced two memorable a. d. 78*. 
things ; another Progrefs he made into Italy, and the Death of the Emperour Leo, 
whole Son Conjlantine Porphyrogenitus governed with his Mother Irene, a Woman 
of a Mafculine Spirit, and Dilpofition. Charles perceiving, that being diverted 
by other continual Wars, he could not probably keep Italy in quiet, except he fet 
a King over it, who by his Prefence Ihould adminifter Juftice, and caft an awe as 
He makes p/- well upon Domeftick as Foreign Enemies, refolved to make Pipin his Eldeft Son 
fin King Of King with him. Returning out of Saxony, taking with him the faid Pipin, his 
/M/y with him. Yvi{ e Hildegardis, and Lodowick his other Son,* a little before Chriflmas he came 
to Pavia. 

6. The Holydays being over, he fumtnoned an Aflembly of the Spiritual and 
Enadsfeveral Temporal Nobility, and made by their aflent feveral Laws yet extant; and 
Law*. pubiilhed on the firft of March, concerning Bilhops and Abbats, theft Rights, 

and their Difcipline; as alfo concerning the punilhment of Murthers, Robberies, 

Perjuries, and for the right Adminiftration of Juftice by the Counts, and the 
Vaffi Dominici. This done, he went to Rome , to procure the Bilhop to anoint his 
Sons, who being very ready to beftow what would coft him nothing, anointed 
Pipin King of Italy, and Lodowick King of Ayuitain onEafier day; and to ano¬ 
ther Pipin, he himfelf was Godfather. At theft return to Pavia, the Ceremony 
was there renewed by Thomas the Archbiihop, who Crowned Pipin with an Iron 
Crown, and was Godfather to a Daughter named Gifla. Italy was generally very 
well pleafed with the Advancement of their new King, as one who would conti¬ 
nue with them, and confequently adminifter Juftice as there Ihould be occafion, 
and protect them from the Inrodes of the Humes and Saracens. And Pipin 
did not fruftrate their Expectations in any thing they could realbnably require, 
beftirring himfelf, and doing all good Offices of a King, as he had opportunity. 

He incouraged all publick Works, and made fuch new Lavys as were requifite; fe¬ 
veral of his, as of ills Father Charles ,being ftill extant,made in a full Aflembly of the 
Nobility, concerning the ordering of Churches, repairing of Monafteries, Holpi- 
tals, Bridges and High-ways, the fecurity of fuch as travelled to Rome, the Ad¬ 
miniftration of Juftice by Counts and theft Judges. When he was in Italy he 
commonly refided at Ravenna , either taken with the ancient famoufnefs of the 
City, or for convenience of managing Naval matters. This great Repofe and fa- 
tisfaClion, was after fome five years interrupted by the ambitious Practices of 
Aragife of Be. Aragife the Duke of Beneventum, who being Son-in-Law to Defiderius , and puf- 
™fjntum re. fed up w ith conceit of his own greatnefs, revolted. He was fo proud, that he 
5 ‘ would be called Prince in the room of Duke, and be anointed and Crowned as 
King by his Bilhops, fubferibing his Diploma’s, From our moft Sacred Palace. 
Contemning Pipin , to inlarge his Dominion, he invaded the Roman Territories, 
not fearing the power olCharles, or the Cataftrophe of Defiderius. Charles being 
inform’d of his Motions by Adrian , having difpatchedhis other Wars, refolved to 
pafs into /ta/y and chaftife his Folly. At the beginning of Winter he pafied the 
Alpes with fuch expedition, that he kept his Chriflmas in Etruria at Florence , a 
City formerly deftroyed by Totilas King of the Goths, and now faid,. by com¬ 
mand of Charles , to have been re-edified. 

7. From Florence he went to Rome to confult with Adrian about the ehaftife- 
ment of the Rebel, who now unbethinking himfelf, fent his Son Romuald to 
beg peace with great prefents, and a promifeto give all fatisfa&ion to the Bifhop. 

The King by the Biihop’s advice denied his requeft, and led his Army into the 
Territories of Capua , which, he compelled to furrender after he had wafted the 
Countrey round about. The report hereof terrified Aragife , who expeCKng the 
Storm to come upon Beneventum, quitted that place and returned to Salernum, 
a Sea-Town, whence if need were lie might have a convenience of Efcape. Now 
he lent another Meflage, offering to give up his other Son Grimoald alfo for an 

Pelce eg5 i • 1' an ^ farther to doe whatfoever he ihould be commanded. This was ac- 

«gScj. ce P ted ^e King, who taking an Oath of Allegiance from him, and the In¬ 
habitants 













7 _ .. _ 

"'~jS ThKinzdom^lbeVv anks inltel y,Contemporary Part IV 

cT^ThSnts of Beneventim, difmifTcd Romuald, and kepi Grimoald with him as an 
5 ' Af ter this he vifited Rome again, and granting to feveral Church-men 

confirmation of their former Eftates and Privileges, he returned into France. 

There he found that Tajfils Duke of Baioaria had foliated the Humes to invade 
his Dominions, which they did with two Armies the one whereof peirced in¬ 
to Form Julii, but was repulfed with difgrace and lofs. It happened about this time, 
that Charles having promised to give his Daughter in Marriage to ' ^ 

vouiicr Emperour, afterward, its laid, denied to fend her v which fo inraged him, 
that having Adulgife the young Lombard King in his Court, who had been ho- 
fSV noured with the Dignity of a Patritian, he fent him with considerable Forces into 

Kins;, invades Ita i y w hich he expedted would revolt at the fight of their former King, by 
bloud, and his former Intereft, allied to them. , 

8. Grimoald was at this time, his Father being dead, Duke of Byneve^um by 
the favour of King Lipin , whom in way of gratitude or confuting his prefent 
Intereft, he advertifed of this purpofed Invafion though he was Nephav b) the 
<?iftprto the Pretender Aduhife: Ft pin commanded Hildebrand the Duke of Spa- 
*«to beSSTand ttJwuOi his General to march to hunboth 
with Horfc and Foot, defiring Grinmld to be of good Courage, and to refill the 
Enemy ftoutlv, if he Ihould break into his Quarters. Adulgtfe in the mean time 
landed in Cnldria, with intention firft to fet upon the Dutchy °f Bm'm, 
and thence to Im’ade the Dominions of the Church, which being uuderfhwd, 
Wm-mfc, Hildebrand and Grimoald hailed, and uniting their Forces, refolved to 
I, overcome li v d film a flop in Calabria, before he ihould proceed any farther. And in Cala- 
end tortured <% ■ fought a mod bloudy Battel, the Greeks endeavouring to approve diem- 
“ fete for valour, and the Lombards themfete for fidelity to thofe that em^oyed 

them For a great while the fuccefs remained doubtfulL but at length theerecfi 
were worlted, many flain, and more taken, amongft whom^as Adulyfe himfelf, 
who died in his tortures. Four years after this ,, Italy continued fteefrom War, 
aih but was then dilturbed by Airs raifed in the Dutchy of Beneveatm, by means of 
GrL.fi/ the Duke, as is fufpefted = itfeemed to be of “ £ 

moald Duke charUs wrote t0 his Son Pipin to gather an Army m Italy , and proinifed to fend 
of Bcncvcn. / h f F f e by h is Brother Lodowkk, who came to him by great 

" Journeys 1 to Ravenna, and there"kept his Chriftmas. Then joyned they their For- 

ces and invaded the Borders of Beneventm, where having taken one Fort, thj 
wintred and then returned.. It’s probable that Grimoald was frighted into obedi¬ 
ence, and complied with their Propofals, elfe would not two R i Q S s h ^ e ^ ) ] ^ on f 
drawn back their. Armies; but of this as of many other things, the Annals of 

To Atom Some three years after died Adrian , the Bilhop of Rome, and was Receded 
fucceeds Leo * p j ft who h ' d the Name of Leo the Third. Immediately after his Confecra- A 

tL he fent to give notice to Charles, fending him the Keys of the Cunfeffion 
V the Banner of the City, and other great Prefents, to which^m/ww^^ 

defiled him to fend to Rome fome one of his Nobles, who by Oath might con- 
* firm the Rowan in their fidelity and fubjedion. Not long tefore this time 

Charles had from a Province reduced Forum Juln into a Dukedom, and removing 
the Counts, had placed there as Duke, Henry a Frank , its fuppofed outof de- 
finn to reftrain and keep the Humes in order. By command of King fome 
years after he Invaded Famonia j and falling on themunejqaecftedly, killed Iring 
War upon the with othei of their Dukes, and Plundering Rhing th ^¥ a “’ ^ fe ^ft W Xre-^ D ^ 
iimrnu Treafure to Charles , which they had been a long tunehoardingup, m 

of he fent to Rome , and then palled with an Army into Saxony : The^j^m- 
ving loft their Dukes-made themfelves a Kmg, under no- 

felves with all earneftnefs to renew the War, which T//)/yind e r^nding, fent no 
tice thereof to his Father, and with a choice Party of Men brake into their Te 
riSStook and plundered again their Royal Seat, and ^ lth f.S^Hll ^Z 
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of the Cry. The firft were inraged at Leo for endeavouring to refeind fome Adts Sect. 5. 
of Adrian ; and the two lafi: becaufe he taxed their naughty manner of Life. 

They firft objected fome crimes to him in .way of accufation, and when they 
could mike nothing of them, then entred into a Confpiracy againft his Life, and 
a Confpiracy on a time,- as he was going in a folemn Proceflion, fell upon him with fome of 
againft lea t j ie j r Creatures they had laid in Ambulli , and having indeavoured to cut out his 
the Bilhop. ^ on g Ue ^ anc j p U [[ out fii s Eyes, carried him into a Church, and before the Altar 
forely beat and wounded him. Albinas his Chamberlain found him in a Mona- 
ftery, arid brought him back to the Vatican , where he recovered, which fo in- 
raged the Confpiratours that they pulled down Albinas his Houfe. Upon the re¬ 
port of thefe Disorders in the Countrey, Winigife Duke of Spole turn, who had 
been fubftituted in the loom of Hildebrand , came to Romea nd carried him fafe 
to Spoletun) , whence he conveyed him into France to Charles , according to his 
own defire. Charles honourably received him, and granted his requeft to afford 
him his affiftence againft the Enemies of the Pontifical See, for he told him he 
had none elfe to whom he could betake himfelf; the Emperour, whofe Duty it 
was to protect the Church, having lately rather been againft it, and no good be- 
itfer to be hoped for from a Woman that now held the place at Conftantinople. At 
length by the advice of fuch Churchmen as came to Leo into France , it was re¬ 
folved that he fhould be fent back to Rome , and there the Merits of the Caufc 
ihould be fearched into. At the time appointed Charles his Ambafladours held an 
Aflembly with the Biiliops and Counts of France , in the Palace, and heard what 
the Confpiratours could fay, who pleading nothing but what was judged vain and 
frivolous, they caufed them to be committed, and fent them in Chains into France. 

The fame year, Henry Duke of Forum Julii , after many Victories over the Humies , 
was murthered by the Inhabitants of Tarfatica, a Town of Libitrnia. 

11. Charles holding an Affembly of his Eftates at JVormes, propounded thefe Ca¬ 
fes to them, the firft concerned Grimoald , who had lately again revolted, the fe- 
cond the death of Henry, and the third the violence offered to the Perfonof Leo, 
all which deferving the prefence of a King, to punifh them, he refolved ( and for 
one thing more doubtlefs ) to goe again into Italy. Autumn now declining, with a. d j 800.' 
Pipin his Son he pafted the Alpes and went ftreight into Liburnia, where he pu¬ 
nched the Inhabitants of Tarfatica for the death of Henry. One Cadolack he 
made Duke of Forum Julii', which having done, he departed thence to Ravenna, 
where having fpent feven days in preparation for the War of Beneventum, he came 
to Ancona. From Ancona, Pipin with an Army marched againft Grimoald- and 
Charles , through the Dutchy of Spoletum, w r ent for Rome; Leo and the Senate met 
him at Momentum , twelve miles- from the City, where having difeourfed and 
feafted with him, he returned to Rome to take Order for his Reception, after this 
manner. The next day the Crofles and Holy Reliques, With the Banners of the 
City, were fent out to meet him; In certain places were placed certain Chori of ^ 

Which is try- Citizens and Strangers who fang his Praifes. The Bilhop himfelf fate upon the 
cw/° re ft e P s °f the Vatican Church incircled by his Clergy, where he received him, and * 
with fingihg conducted him into the place appointed for Prayers, and thence in¬ 
to the Confelfion. After feven day s Charles called the People together, andfigni- 
fyingthe caufe of his coming, appointed a day to hear their Bilhop’s Caule. On 
the day appointed, by the advice of the Biiliops, both Franks and Italians, the 
Accufers andAccufed were cited to appear, and he himfelf fate as Judge with the _ 
reft. The Accqfers told their Tale, but the Bilhops would not fuffer Leo, in re- 
fpe£t of his Dignity, to anfwer formally as other Criminals were wont to doe, 
whereupon he faid he would ufe that courfe which the Laws allowed to purge 
ones felf of a Crime objected. On another day, he mounted the Pulpit, and in 
'> the prefence of them all, his Hands laid upon the Holy Gofpets, by a folemn Oath 
he protefted that he was clear from the crimes they had ftanderoudy laid unto his 
And the Bi- charge. This by the Auditours was counted enough, he was efteemed Innocent, 

^opacquit. and f 0 i emn thanks were given to Almighty God arid the-Saints on his be¬ 
half. 

1 1. Now comes the principal Scene and the Parts which the Bilhop and Charles 
were to Adi in this Comical expedition. Leo lnd been freed and abfolvei before 
Charles Iiis coming. The Inhabitants of Tarfatica were not fo confiderable, but 
fhat he might have eafily punilhed them by his Officers, and as for Grimoald 
Pipin might have dealt with him as well, if his Father had been in France, as 
where now he remained at fuch a diftance. There was another greater, thing 
for which Charles uidertoo'etliis Jon me v : H; In .1 male broad * ligns in the *^i /l 
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c n. 777 of Adrian, to that Bill,op either, could not or would not uuderttand him. 

^ 5 - But i« knowing his mind, and being as ready as able to ferae him in this affair, u jn Jfc 
bin L-tu b manner. He cou d not for lliame but to bethink him- 

to him who to free the Church^ 
from fo great danger and Infamy, had not grudged to take a Journey out. of 
frm! He found that f,nee G«**ry the Second hu Predecellour, had begun to 
be Perfecuted by the Heretical Emperour, there never were wanting fome who c „. G “k 
b Piv rnnt-pnded that fome other Defender of the Church was to be found % x Pr , m . 

out 5 doubt, if any one fo great an honour was to be conferred, either it was due to g P . ;riClli! 
on. , -> i n. tncUirles his Son, who m aflertmg the Cathohck Faith, Romu mm> 

nndTin pedecuting Infidels, Hereticks, and Rebels againft the Church had exceUed^™ 
v rrc vpo ill Emuerours whatfoever. What Adrian had omitted, and the Ring Mmtificen. 

now to take occaiion to perfed, that he might oblige lo pouerfull a King, and ,~.p. 
obiainaProteftour andPatron to the Roman Church TheCeremony be joined 
ihould be on Chrijlmas day as a greater grace to the Fad, and that» might be .j 1 ■; 
more foleirm and ftately. Fipin himfelf, havmg committed the War. agarnft Gr.t- 
ww/Vunto Duke Winigife, came to die City, drawrug with him an minute num- 
her of Mortals to behold the light. . , . fiare m-n. 

° The day being come, Charles, early in the morning went to the 
«-*V> Chmch and thence tS the Confeffion, where having finiihed his Devotions the 
who by former agreement was prefent, put on hm iin ImpmalRobe 
p,wnfi “Son his Head a ronb pretious Crown of Gold, which had been prepared 

f or this purpofe : At this tile People three times acclaimed, 7 » Charles Augnftus, _ t ■ 

’ crnnX God, the Mighty aJmafl Fiorn Emferour of the Romans, Ltje a,d, m k, 

rZy God and the Saints being then invoked, the Imperial Title was confe-» 
med by the People, and their Acclamation being over, the Bifhop anointed both J, - 
the Father and L Son Handing by, the one lot Emperour the other for King , fc 
and then fet upon Celebrating of Divine Service. This ended, both Charles and 
rti» offefed in the Vatican Church, a Cupboard of Sdver, and feveral Veffels 
fofrfie Service thereof, of pure Gold: in that of Lateran, a Crofs of excellent 
Wor kmanflii p made of Jacinths, which Leo in compliance with Charles, ordered 
to be““ried in folemn Proceffions. 'Such was the order of the folemmty, by 
whidi *it appeal^ as Sigonius obferves, how untrue the ftory of thofe is, who wrote 
all tlm was done by Leo, Charles neither knowing any thing before, nor con- 

Sinn as who Ihould fay often, tlut had he perce ved any fuch thing, he woidd 

3 day have gone to the Vatican. But this Imperial Title having faded in 
tile Weft almoft three hundred years before, at the Depositionlof Mrnnyht Aa- 
oajtalas the Bifhop of Rome now renewed it in Charles , that his Chuich might 
fnve a Patron and Defender, obliged by fnch a courtefie as we (aid before Thu 
I fufficioSy evidenced by the form of the Oath,, which the &nperonrs of this 
Edition at their Coronations, hadhy thefe Biihopsimpofed on them^ ft ^ e Apo-Wa ,im ' x1 "' 

itotof Patritian, he wrote liimfelf Roman Emperour, and Jagaftas Berng pla- 

~ bu/at n the^iequeftoftheSof, 

S°“l matters. Sigonius tells us that the alorefaid Laws were m his.time to be 
fcS at m »a, with this Title in the Preface. Charles ly Dtvme confine (or O 

swsr £ 
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- , , ii Kpijeve he was Emperour Indeed, a Remit Emperour, re- Sed:. 5; 

an< M ^ftlesaSd NSr ^Whimiaf and talks of. the Conful- 

Zn! but le emrSlt ferns at the fame time that> commenced Emperour, and 
/•S’ * 1 'mfplf not- to be of the true and genuine-5tock, few, thefe excepted, 

e ^ h SfheEmDi« «Kl the Sl^-Viiom were precarious, but were 
SliTtom be Emperonrs. And whether in ftidtaefs his Titfc 
Sas not praariousf whether he was a taitimafe Roman Emperour, or can be fo 

““f Pofle&B A ■*$** 

wwv Iktle or nothing left except a few Iflands in the Mediterranean^ahiper- 
SirfewMStaeTownsl?ing awards Sicily. The Emperour tod been' 
beaten out of this Countrey by the Lombards , who having made a Prey at lalt of 
the* Exarchate, became themfelves a^Preyio Vi^orious Charles , and the Exar¬ 
chate by what right foever was chdlfenged as the Churches Patrimony. Grant 
then thatthe Romans had Power• to name ^“/Srb’e fiSfi'ing a 

SiTfS the like, than. tfaa,t pf Cafar .1 could 

give any thing of the Eaftern Empire to him or any other, wexannot be- 
fieve after thft Confiantmple had been by Imperial Authority made a fecond 
Rome, and aU Co-equal Majefty and Privileges conferred upon it. Rome of late 
had loft the Imperial Title, been a Captive to Barbarians, a Member of a King¬ 
dom 1 being though reftored to her Liberty afterward, yet it was by the 
Help and Aiftence of her Daughter, had allalong hitherto truclded under her, 
and^*acknowledged the Sovereignty of her Princes, and fubmitted to the Go¬ 
vernment of a Duke ,• till under ihew of Religion, Je hxaw difloyal, and 
advanced her Mops from the Epifcopal Chair to the Princely Throne. 
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CHAP. It 


The Affairs of Britain, lately a Roman Province, 
Contemporary with the Conftantinopolitan Raman 
Empire. 

SECT. I. 

Tram the Departure of the Romans out of the Ifland to the 
Deftruttion of Britain, or the forcing up of the Inhabi¬ 
tants, into the Mountainous places by the Pi£ts, Scots 
and Saxons. 

The /face of One Hundred Ninety Seven years. 


T i. A " ' fl HE Britains being again forfakeri by their Friends the. Romans, who 
I as we faid were called into Gall , the Neceffities of the Empire there 
TheP»Brand JL and then requiring it, became fpeeddy again a Prey to the ravenous 

Scots , invade Pills and Scots , who no fooner was their fear and awe removed, but like 

Britain. Wolves they returned, and without any Pity or Companion renewed their Slaugh- 
TheCharaaer ters, and the Havock they had made of a worfe than tome and Iheepifh Nation. 
o( the Britains y or f uc h Qualities as are the certain Prefages of theRuine of a People, had long 
inthofs days. ^ this man ifefted themfelves; Luxury, Effeminatenefs,kd all forts of vitious 
Habits and Practices which weaken mens Handstand enervate their Minds, which 
in all Ages have deftroyed Families, and overturned Governments, abounded a- 
mongft them: Never Icarcely did a Kingdom, Empire or Eftate mifcarry, but its 
Period was ulher’d in with Loofenefs and Luxury. Let the Example of Sardana- 
palus , of the Army and Court of Darius , of Cleopatra, , and her Egyptian Train, 
and that of the Romans after the times of Lucullus , fpeak for the Ajfyrian y Per- 
fian , Macedonian and Roman Empires. As for Kingdoms and States, Examples fo 
abound, as it would be too tedious to relate them. Befides the Juft Judgment of 
Almighty God, who in the Deftrudion of thofe that pervert Nature, and ap¬ 
ply their Strength and Faculties to other things and ends than for which they were 
•made, vindicates the Sovereignty and’Right, which he necefi&rUy hath over Ins 
Creatures. Luxury and vitious Habits in their own Natures, and by way of Effi¬ 
ciency procure what are the certain Caufes of Ruineand Deftrudion. 

2. For if things be preferved by the fame means they are got or obtained, this 
cannot be done but by Labour and Induftry. Now Luxury brings Idlenefs and 
Lazinefs, renders Men effeminate and impatient of Toil or Induftry. This is to 
be noted of vitious Perfons in all Ages. Firft, fuch Perfons confcious to them¬ 
felves, that by all Rules of Sobriety they were condemned, found themfelves con¬ 
cerned for their Reputation(though this two at laft they come oftentimes to flight ) 
to excufeTnay plead for what they were inclined fo pradife. Hence Sobriety was 
ever by them branded for Folly and foppifh formality, and becaufe they could not 
out-reafon, they were put upon it to jeer, or as they fay to droll at all things 
and Perfons ferious, andthemoft folid, fubftantial, and every way moft worthy, 
they endeavoured to reprefent and render ridiculous. Learning, Diiciphne, ho- 
neft Studies and Endeavours they fcoffed at, cried up natural Parts, and flaffiy 
trifling Wits, becaufe they could not endure to take pains themfelves, being a Kind 
of Euthufiafts in this refped,as expeding Infpiration or Mahomet’s P^S^tor 
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' Infufion of fuch Abilities as cannot be obtained but by time and labour. Hence Sed. i. 

all Serioufnefs being difeouraged, none were preferred but vitious and fuperhcia 
Parafites. When any able Perfons fpake their Judgments they were derided, and 
all their good Councils by one twitting andjdrolling Speech rendred ridiculous. 

This cautcd them either to hold their Peace, or comply with the prevalent Hu¬ 
mour, and then all good Council being difearded and rath hare-brained Opinions 
admitted, Reafon was baniflied, Induftry and Pains driven away and drew along 
with them, what are the ufual Effects and Products. The wife Man knew what 
he faid when he affirmed, that the Scorner, as ft is tranflated, or the Derider or 
Droller deftrovs the City, not the open Enemy, not the Traitour, for Govern LcgcCommnt. 
mentsufually recover themfelves out of fuch Hazards; but when all Sobriety is fcof- Zf/Zlrbl 
fed at when diflolute Perfons manage Affairs, and by their drolling render to- um . periftr 
berand wholfome Councils ridiculous, then is a Kingdom or State in tne ready ^ Cm - 
and certain way to Deftrudion. Thefe are the certain Symptoms of its mortal 

Infi / m s 2 ch was the State oLMrSritiJb Affairs; their Sobriety and Profperity, if 
ever they enjoyed either, «bI6 anddecayed together. But if Gildas their Coun- 
treyman hath not injured them, fjfy never much could pretend either to the one, 
or to the other. For the firft, he tells us in General, that they neither behaved 
themfelves well towards Almighty God, towards one another, nor fuch foreign ex ^ uo in ^_ 
Princes as had fubdued them, and their Subjeds. For the other, they fubmitted bitau 
to the triumphant Romans, and received their'Commands; without any refiftence, 
a weak and an unfaithfull People, fubdued not fo much by Sword, Fire and Engines ntm q uam etl . 
of War ( as were other Nations) as by Threats, Punifhments and Edids, and amiranf** 
They Rebell onely in outward Jliew pretending Obedience. Accordingly, when the Roman 
againft the i*o- Souldiers were moft of them departed, having left fome Governours behind to elta- ingr.ua con. 
mns - blilh their Power, and not the leaft thinking of a Rebellion, a wily * Lionefs flew/«r- 
thefe Rulers. When the Senate had notice hereof at Rome , and lent an Army 
to be revenged, nor Fleet was there prepared to fight for their Countrey, nor dim, i 5 6 S. 
fquared Battallion or Right wing (to ufe his words ) was there to be feen, nor 
Are beaten any other warlike Preparation on the Ihore; their backs were for lhields toward 

' fuch as purfued them, their Necks trembling, and like Women they ftretched out davit deleft. 
to their Swords, and offered their Hands to be manacled, fo that it became a by- s v Xnm 7 p'. 
word, and in Derifion was wont to be fpoken, That the Britains mere neither vali-/, m 
„ant in War , nor faithfull in Peace. 

4. The Romans having killed many of thefe perfidious Men, and condemned f nere dicli J is ~ 
others to fiavery, that the Land might not turn into a Wildernefs, quitted again utitur) virilis 
the Countrey that wanted both Wine and Oil, and returned into Italy , paving 
a fufficient Power behind them, to be as whips for the Backs, and Yokes for the tin eft intelli - 
Necks of the Natives, to affluft and tire them not fo much with a military Hand as genda, qu* a- 
with ftripes, but if need were to thruft the Sword into the fides of the Nation; £ 
and however to make the Name of Roman Slavery ftick to the Soil, fo that it Taciturn 
lliould be accounted not Britannia , but Romania , and what Brafs, Silver or Gold 7 °°°° Hpm.t- 
it could get, lliould be ftamped with Ceefar’s Image. Having received the Gofpel Zw&e, 
in the time of Tiberius, it cannot be denied but that this Nation afforded leveral duim intert- 
glorious Martyrs, but when Arianifm once came to fpread abroad, readily re- m, JP- 
ceived the Venome of every Herefie, being ever greedy of Novelty, and never 
liable in any thing. After this a vaft wood of Tyrants (lo he phrafeth it) fprung 
up, and the Ifland retaining the Roman Name indeed, but little of the Manners or 
A vaft Number Laws, fent into Gall Maximus, accompanied with many Souldiers, but fuch as were 
accompany tumultuous and over and above adorned with Imperial Enfigns which he never 
S?bn? e decently wore; not obtained legally, but as Tyrants were wont to compafsthem. 

Gall. This Man by craft rather than any Valour, having brought the Neighbouring 
Provinces into his Net, and by Perjury and Lies adjoined them to his wicked 
Dominion ; ftretched one of his Wings as far as Spain, and the other into Italy, 
and eftabliihing the Throne of his moft wicked Empire at Triers, raved with fo 
great iMadnefs againft his Matters, that of two lawfull Emperours, the one at 
Rome, and the other elfew here, he bereaved .of his Religious Life. But pre¬ 
sently as he proceeded in fuch curfed and audacious pradhees, was he at Aqui- 
leia fmitten on the Head (he means (lain) who had call down the honoured Heads 
of the whole World, from their Sovereignty. 

y. But by this means became Britain bereaved of her Souldiers and Military 
Men, as alio of her Governours ( how cruel foever ) and in a manner all her 
Youth, which following thef Tyrant into Gall, never more returned home, and 
M 2. there- 
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C (J • !. thereby gr owing utterly unskilfull in matters of War,firft was invaded by two tranf- 
marine and cruel Nations, the Scots from the Weft, and the Pitts from the North, 

Another inw- under which (he groned for many years. Being harafled with their Inrodes, and 
lion by the t j lc ,q re ; u jj fjeds thereof, ihe fent to Rome with Tears, requiring that Succours 
S. 31ul mivht te haftned away to her Relief, vowing in cafe the Enemy were removed to 
remain conftant in Fidelity to the Empire. A Legion unmindfull of the former 
Mifchief was ordered her, which having pafied the Seas prefently ingaged the 
Rovers, and having made of them a great (laughter, quite drove them out of the 
Countiev, and thereby freed the Inhabitants from cruel Death, or Imminent 
Captivitv! This done, it fet them upon making a Wall overthwart the Ifland to 
defend them from thefe Inrodes; but it being made by the Rabble without any 
lnftru&our, and noc of Stone but of Earth, for the mod part did them little or 
no Service. This Legion being returned with great Joy and Triumph, the fame 
Rovers like fo many greedy and ravenous Wolves came again upon their former 
Prey, no Shepherd appearing to protect the fheep, bore down and trampled on 
u-)on which a n in\heir way like (landing Corn. Now again-a^gMeflengers difpatched to Rome 
■ Mwiige is with their Clothes rent, and Earth upon thd? Head!, like as fearfull Chickens 
S'aw. betake themfelves to the Wings of their Daijps, befeeching them not to fuffer 
their a (Hided Countrey abfolutely to perifli, nor the Roman Name { now indeed 
merely a Name) to be loft, and extinguilhed in the Ifland. The Romans receiving 
as great an Imprefiion from the Story of this Tragedy, as humane Nature was capa¬ 
ble of; made afmuch hade to their Refcue, as an Eagle can do in the Air, an Horfe- 
nwn on the Earth, or the mod; expert Mariner can do upon the Sea; and like as a 


avidity Torrent falling from the Mountains, removes heaps of Sand which lye in 
its tvav, fo did they fweep and cleanfe the Countrey of thefe greedy Rovers. 

6 . They now plainly rell thofe, for whole deliverance they came, that they 
muli not tor the future,exped any fuch tedious and laborious Journeys from them • 
and that the Roman Legions, or fuch an Army, was not to be endangered by Sea 
and Land, for the driving away a fort of inconfiderable ftragling Thieves. They 
bki them apply themfelves to the ftudy and pra&ice of Arms, that by their own 
Valour and Condudt they may be able to proted their Countrey, their Wives, 
their Children, (and what (liould be more dear to them) their Lives and liberty ; 
to flretch out their hands, not naked and difarmed to be pinioned by the Ene¬ 
my, but furniflied with Swords, Spears, and fuch like Inftruments of War ready 
to allault and daughter thefe Nations, which could not be more valiant and 
powerfulL than themfelves, except (loth and idlenefs made them fo. They pre- 
Icribed them the way how they Ihouldmake another Wall, not according to 
the former Model, propounding couragious Exploits to a fearfull'People, and 
a pattern to fuch as were not willing to write after it. Upon the Southern Shore 
where their own Ships lay at Anchor, and the Invafions of thefe Barbarous People 
were feared, they build watch Towers at a certain diftance one from another, 
and bid farewell to Britain , as never more to return into the Ifland. They were no 
fooner gone, but Swarms of Scots and Pitts again appeared upon the Shore, 
a third inv,.- and like a Swarm of Caterpillars overfpread the Face of the Earth; -differingm- 
Sun- deed in manners and Cuftoms from each other, but both alike greedy to liied 
bloud having their Faces more covered with Hair than their fecret Parts with 
Goaths • ami they confidently feized on the Northern part of the Ifland, as their 
own from the utmoft bounds thereof, as far as the Wall. Upon the Wall the 
Britans fet a Guard, but fitter to Eat than to Fight, trembling at the fight at 
an Enemy, and pining away for the very thought of War. The Barbarians 
had certain Hooks, wherewith they would pull down to the ground, the urn 
wary and helplels Defendant; who in fo great a misfortune was in this refpett 
happy, that he lived not to fee thofe dreadfull Calamities, which (hortly after be- 

^ 7 ^In^hort, the Guard e’er long quitted both the Wall and the Towns adjoyn- 
ine and then followed the ufual Flights and Difperfions of a poor flieepdh and 
miserable People; for, to no other than fuch a preying of Wolves and wild Bealts, 
can this tiling be compared • the miferable Britains running away, and when earn} 
overtaken, being flaughtered like Sheep with Complaints, but no oppofitton. 

Thofe that remained alive, in another manner felt the dreadfu l efledts of this in 

vafion, fo feverea Famine following that havock which had been made ot au 
a fevere Fa- things that no food could be obtained, but what (mall pittance could be got Dy 
mine follow- hunting. The miferable Remnant of the Britijb Nation in this defolate cona 
ed - tion, having caufe to apprehend another Invaflon, writes to Agitius a Kcmn ^ 


ficer after this manner. “ To Agitius thrice Conful, the Groans of the Britains : Sect. i. 

“ then after a few Complaints: The Barbarians drive us to the Sea, and the Sea 
« drives us back upon the Barbarians. Betwixt thefe two forts of death, 

“ have either our Throats cut, or are drown’d. But no fuccour or relief could tus Brit. vino- 
be obtained. In the meantimethe Famine was fo violent, that many gave up 
themfelvesto the cruel Enemy, purchafinga little bread with everlafting. llavery ; 
others more valiantly betook themfelves to the Mountains,Caves and Woods,whence i,m Bariuri 
they made Sallies upon the Rovers: and now firft of all betaking themfelves to 
Almighty God, and trufting in him, had for many years fuccefe agamic, and B.irh.rof.inter 
killed many of them as they ranged abroad for Booty. Now (faith our An- 
thour) the boldnefs of the Enemy for a little time ceafed but not the wickedne.^"^ 
of our People, it being ever, as it now is, the cuftome of the Nation to be weak aut mergimur. 
to repell an Enemy (to blunt his Weapons as heexpreflethit) but ftrong enough 
to fupport Civil Wars, and the heavy burthen of their fins; infirm to execute the ^ ' 
efledts of Peace and Truth, but able to pradtife wickednefs and Lies. 

8. The Ravenous Scots then return into Ireland for a fliort time. The Pitts 
fixed themfelves now in the Northern part of the Ifland, and there continued ma¬ 
king fome Incurfions now and then. During the Truce, the Scarr of the Famine 
was healed up, another and more virulent Soar fecretly growing. For thefe Ho- 
ftilities ceafing, fo great a Plenty and abundance of all things followed in the 
Ifland as no paft Age could parallel; and this was accompanied with every way 
proportionable as great Luxury. So greatly did this evil root lprout up and in- 
creafe, that at this time it might be truly faid, Abfolutely fuch Fornication is heard 
of at is not reported amongfi the Gentiles. But not onely this Vice, but all others 
that are incident to Humane Nature, and efpecially (which alfo at this time (kith 
he undoes all) hatred of the truth, and them that fpeakit, lovers of Lies with 
thofe that forge them; the taking of good for evil, veneration of evil for good, 
the defire of darknefs infteadof the Sun, and the entertainment of Satan for an 
Angel of Light. Kings were anointed without any refpe£t to God, but if there 
were any more cruel than their Fellows: And not long after they were murthered 
by thofe that anointed them, without any examination of the-matter, and more 
cruel ones were chofen in their rooms. If any of them had but' a (hew of 
mildnefs or feemed the lead inclinable to truth, the hatred and violence of all 
was upon him, as the Subverter of Britain. What was pleafing or difpieafingto 
Almighty God, was all one and alike to them; but rather, what difpleafed him 
moftpleafed them : So that that Saying of the Prophet, may be well fitted to 

our Countrey, which was denounced againft that ancient People. Children ye jp a;ah) 1; 
have forfaken God without a Law , and provoked to anger the Holy one of Ifrael. 

Why fbouli ye be fmitten any more ye workers of Iniquity ? All the Head is fick, 
and the Heart faint, from the foie of the foot to the crown of the head there is 
no health in if. So they a&ed all things contrary to health, as if the Univerfal 
Phyfician afforded no Medicine to the World. And thefe things were not onelv 
pra&ifed by Secular men, but by the Lord’s' Flock and the Shepherds thereof, 
who ought to be an Example unto the People. • They were debauched and grown 
fottilh by Drunkennefs, fell one upon another, with Contentious Brawlings, and 
Emulations, having no diferetion to difeern betwixt good and evil. 

9. In the meanwhile it pleafing Almighty God to purge his Family, and by 
a Report onely of Tribulation, to cure it of fo mifehievous an Infection, a fwift 
noife pierced all mens ears of the fudden approach of the ancient Enemy, who 
was now refolved to deftroy all the Natives, and himfelf to plant and inhabit the 
whole Countrey. Yet for all t his did they not amend their manners, but like 
to foolifti Afies biting upon the EfMBf Reafon, left the right Path, and hurried 
on the broad deep way which leadWo deftrudtion. Therefore, as Solomon fays, 

When the Servant is not amended by words , the fool is whipped and doth not feel it - Prov. 29.19. 
for a dreadfull Plague fell upon this foolifti People, which in u (horttime, without 
anyafliftenceof the SWord, did fuch execution upon them, that the living fufficed 
not to bury the dead. Neither yet were they ever the better, that the Saying of 
Ifaiah the Prophet might in them alfo be fulfilled. And God called them to for row jp aia h 22 , 2 . 
and mourning, to laldnefs and the girdle of Sackc loath: but behold they fell to killing 
of Calves and flaying of Rams, to eat and drink, and they faid, Let us eat and drink, 
for to morrow we jball die. And why ? the time approached wherein their Ini¬ 
quities, as m old time thofe of the Ammorhites fhould be fulfilled. For they fell 
into a Confultation, what might-be the beft and m oft effectual courfe to prevent 
the fo difmal and frequent Invafions of the forenamed Nations. Then were all 
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the Counfellours, together with the proud Tyrant himfelf, blinded, deviling not a 
Protection, but the deftrudtion of their Countrey j namely, that thofe molt fierce 
and curfed Saxons , hatefull both to God and Man, Ihould as Wolves into the Sheep- 
fold be fent for to repulfe thefe Northern Nations. Than which nothing was 
ever more pernicious, nothing more bitter. Oh the grofleft darknefs of under- 
ftanding ! Oh the moft defperate dulnefs and blockilhnefs of mind! Thofe whom 
abl'ent they dreaded more than death, thefe foolilh Princes invited under the 
fame Roof, giving as’tis faid foolilh Council unto Pharaoh. 

io. Then did a Kennell of Whelps in three Veflels, called by them Cynlee, in 
our Language, faith he, Long Ships, rulh out of the barbarous Lionelfes Den, 
with a profperous gale, and lucky Omen and Auguries, whereby it was foretold 
by a certain Prefage, that for three hundred years they fhould poffefs that Countrey , 
unto which they directed their courfe • and for an hundred and twenty, or half that 
fpace of time , often wafte and depopulate the fame. Thefe having Landed, by 
Commandment of the unlucky Tyrant, firft fixed their Claws upon the Eaftern 
part of the Illand, as with a delign to protect it, but truly meaning to offer 
.violence to.it. And their forementioned Dam finding that her firft Kennel pro¬ 
spered, fcnt after them a greater rabble of Dogs, which having palled over in 
Pinnaces, joyned with the former mif-begotten Crew. Thence it is that the 
Sprout of Iniquity, the Root of Bitternefs, the Virulent Plantation, but Suita¬ 
ble to our Deferts, fprings up in our Soil, with their extravagant Buds and Bran¬ 
ches. ' But thefe Barbarians being admitted into the Wand as Souldiers, and Such 
(fo they ly’d) as were to undergo great hazards for then Entertainers, obtained 
what was necelTary for their fubfiftence,- which being allowed for a long time 
c fas it’s faid) flopped the Dogs mouth. Howbeit afterward, they complain Ium 
that they were but Slenderly provided for, Seeking for colourable Pretences to m 
quarrel; and except their Allowances were mooted, they threaten, to break the JJjgg 
Peace, and to harafs the whole Illand. Without delay they back their Threats P „|,. 
b.y Suitable Actions. For the caufe, viz. their wickednefs ftill continuing the fame ,«««me 
and being nourillied, the fire by the hands of thefe Eaftern Sacrilegious men, was 
kindled from Sea to Sea, and confuming the Neighbouring Citiesand the Countries rt /,y F fi . 
ndjoyning, ceaied not, till having in a manner deilroyed all the Land with.a —£-5 
red and terrible Bame, it touched upon, the Weftern Ocean. In this violent In- 
vafion, comparable po that which the Jjfyrians made into Judah, is alio fulfil- Saxc.iib.de 
led in us according to the Hiftory, what the Prophet by way of Lamentation ut- * 
tered: They have burnt thy Santiuary with fire, they have polluted tn the Land the K j. c> ,. f . 
Tabernacle of thy Name. And again: 0 God the Gentiles are come into thine He- mjix 
ritaze: they have defiled thine Holy Temple, &c. Infomuch that all the Colonies 
by the frequent battering of Engines, and all the Inhabitants together with the P/4/ . 75ll . 
Prelates of the Church, the Prielts and People, by Swords glittering on every fide, 
and cracking Flames, were at once laid flat upon the ground; and which was a 
dreadfull Spectacle to behold, in the midft of the Streets the ftone-works of Turrets 
and high Walls, facred Altars, and pieces of Carkafles, crufted over with a purple 
bloudy Dye, as in onehorrible Wine-prefs to be feen mixed together. lather was 
there any Sepulchre other than the Ruines of Houfes, and the Bellies of wild 
Beafts and Fowls: with Reverence be it fpoken to Holy Souls, if many fuch were 
then found, which were carried by Angels up into Heaven. For that Vine which 
was formerly good, had fe degenerated into bitternefs, that according to what 
the Prophet fays, Seldom could a Clufter, or Ear, be found after the Gatherers 

° r Some miferable Remains being found upon the Mountains, were butchered 
r by heaps: Others, almoft fpent with FameJMj^e up themfelves to the Enemy in¬ 
to perpetual Slavery, if they were not prefWy killed, which was^ efteemed the 
greateft favour imaginable. Others went into Parts beyond the Sea, lnltead o 
the Mariners Celeufma (or Song at their firft fetting out) howling and roaring 
under their fpread Sails, this Ditty : Thou haft given.us, 0 Lord, as Sheeptobe de- PA «■ 
voured, and haft J'cattered us among the Nations. Others flayed in their own Coun¬ 
trey, but betook themfelves to Mountains, to craggy places, and difficult of Ac¬ 
cel's ’ to thick Woods, and the very Rocks of the Sea, ever tremblmg for fear, 
and having their fafety in fufpicion. A little time being paft, when .the cruel 
Rovers had retired, thofe that were left behind being lengthened by God, to 
whom now they flie from all places, as Bees to an Hive upon the approach oF a 
Tempeft, moft heartily befeeching him, and fending up lnnumerable Pr^ers, 
that they might not utterly be deilroyed from the lace of the Earth^^^ 


Co'ndud of Ambrofius Aurelianus a mddeft Man, who of the Roman Nation alone Sedt. I. 
had furvived this Calamity, having loft his Parents therein, who were clad with v^ry. 
Purple, and whofe Pofterity has now degenerated from their Grandfathers good- 
nefs - under him they take Arms and Courage, provoke the Conquerours to Bat¬ 
tel, and by the Afliftence df Almighty God obtain the Vidlory. From this 
time forward, faith Gildas, now the Natives, and then their-. Enemies have the 
better, that this Nation might be tryed, as formerly Ifrael was ; whether it would 
love the Lord or hot: even to the Year wherein Mount Badon was befieged, and 
the laft defeat given to thefe Rogues,the forty fourth year (viz. of the Saxons their 
coming into Britain) as I well know, one Month thereof being paft, the fame as 
bf mine own Nativity. But even now the Cities of our Countrey are not inha¬ 
bited as formerly, but lye wafte and defolate, for though External Wars are ceafed, 
yet Civil ones are not. However the remembrance of the Defperate Condition of 
the Ifland, and of the unhoped for Relief, ftuck fall in the minds of thofe who were 
witnefles of both the Miracles: as in this refped Kings, publick and private Per- 
fbns, Priefts and Ecclefiaftical Men, every one iri his Order. 

ii. But they being dead, and a Generation fucceeding which was ignorant of 
the condition of the time paft, and had onely felt the Serenity of the prefent, ail 
Rules of Truth and Juftice werefo fhaken and fhbverted, that I may not fay no 
footfteps, but no marks at all of them remain in the late mentioned Orders, few, 
and they very few, excepted, who in refped: ofthelofs of fo great a Multitude 
which daily runs Headlong to Hell, their Number is fo fliort, that iri a manner our 
Venerable Mother the Church, cannot of thofe that lye in her Bofome, perceive 
which are her true and onely Sons. After a few more words, he demands why 
that ihould be concealed, which not onely is known, but upbraided by the Na- 
Its character tions round about. Britain , faith he, hath Kings but Tyrants, Judges it hath but 
in general, wicked ones, often fleecing and punching, but Innocerit Perfons, vindicating and 
' patronifing, but guilty Perfons and Thieves, having very many Wives, but thefe 
Whores and Adulterefles, often fwearing but forfwearing, vowing and then pre¬ 
sently breaking, waging Wars, ,but thofe Civil and upon unjuft Accounts, profecu- 
ting Thieves mightily throughout the Countrey, and having foriie of them fit¬ 
ting at their own Tables, whom they not onely love but reward, bellowing 
Aimes liberally, but on the other fide, heaping up vaft Mountains of Wickednefs, 
fitting in the Seat of Arbitrators, but feldom enquiring after any Rule of right 
Judgment, defpifing the Innocent and Humble, but afmuchasinthem lies, and as 
opportunity Serves, extolling to the Skies all bloudy Perfons, proud, guilty of 
paricide, unlawfull Company-keepers and Adulterers, the Enemies of God,; and 
who with the very Name it felf were to be deilroyed and blotted out j keeping 
many bound in Prifon, whom by their own Craft, they opprefs and load with 
Chains, rather than for any .thing, wherein they have really offended : continu¬ 
ing with Oaths amongft Altars, which within a little time they defpife as dirty 
Stones. . 

13. After this, our Authour comes fo the Reprehenfion of particular Perfons. 

A»to pariicu- Firft he accufes Conftantine (whom he terms the Whelp of the Pamonian Lio- 
ar Perfonj. ) 0 f killing, notwithftanding a corporal arid moft folemn Oath, femes Boys . . . 
of Royal extract betwixt the Altars. Of living many years before in Adultery c 
having put away his own Wife contrary to Chnft’s Command. He affirms that arguo mm 
he had planted in his Heart, which .was like an Earth unable to bear any good 
Fruit, a flip of Unbelief and Folly taken from Sodom , which being watered by f 2 J & 1 ' 
many known, though Domeftick, Impieties, as fo many poyfonouslhowres brought fluid turn*}-, 
forth to the offence of God, this impudent Crime of Paricide and Sacrilege, %* ro £'f e 
that ftill intarigled in the Nets of his former Mifchiefs} by his ancient faults he L emine Au- 
increafes his prefent Enormities. * After this, faying that he reprehends him as pre- reii canine 
fent whom he knows yet to be alive, by laying before him the Eternal Punilh- "j‘‘ AmHum 
ments which were, to infue, and the promifes made for his Salvation, he earneft- Conanm ™>- 
ly exhorts him to the: amendment of his finfull life. Now after him he takes 
Aurelius CanUtus to task, whom he terms a Lion’s Whelp, and demands of him ^ ut hie 
whether he be not worfe than the former,' fwallowed up in the Filth of Paricides, gucmdoBi «/- 
Fornications and Adulteries. ,. Whether hating the Peace of his Countrey, as a 
Serpent or fome deadly thing, by thirfting alter Civil Wars and unjuft Depreda- m u jlriaita 
tions, he do notlhut againft himfelf the Gates of Heavenly Peace and Refreih- nomen mutajjk 
ment; Seeing he was left alone as a withering Tree in the middle of a Field', he e r *jf'™g4 
bids him remember the idle fancy of . his Fathers and Brothers with their juvenile ingenio hujus 
and immature Death.. And bidding him' not to think to live~to the Age of Me-frwfjf 1 " 

thufalah, 
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thufalah, by the fame Arguments, as formerly excites him to a fpeedy Repentance. 

The next he undertakes is Vortiporius, whom he compares to a fpotted Leopard, 
for the Multiplicity of his Grimes and his gray Hairs, being from the top to the 
bottom, defiled with Paricide and Adulteries, the Soft not of a good Ring, as of 
Hezekiab was Manafes: He accufes him for putting away his own Wife, and bur- 
thening his Confcience with defilement of an impudent Daughter, concluding 
with the like Exhortation to amendment. Then tails he upon Cuneglufus, whole 
Name in the Roman Language he faith importeth a fellow Batcher, terming him a 
Bear, the Contemner or Oppofer of God, who had wallowed in the Dregs ol 
Wickednefs from his very youth. He demands why he creates fo much trouble 
to his Countreymen by his Civil difientions, and to God Almighty by his infinite 
Crimes? why he had driven away his own Wife, and taken her wicked Coufin- 
German to his Bed, which had promifed perpetual Chaftity unto God. Then by 
propofing the like Terrours and Allurements, he endeavours to bring him to a bet- 

tC1 xfflut mod pains he takes with Maglocunus the laftift the Catalogue,but neither 
the laft nor the leaft in Crimes, whom he calls by the Title of the ; Dragor i ofthe. 

Ifland, terms the Suppreflour of many Tyrants, but the firft in Mifchief, greater 
than many both in Power and Malice, free in giving but more profiife in bin, in 
Arms powerfull, but more valiant in fuch attempts as deftroy the Soul, as one 
who fottifhly wallows in the Lake of his old Wickednefs, as drunk with Wine 
prefled out of the Sodomitical Grape. He demands of him, why he heaps fuch 
Lds of Sins as fo many high Mountains upon his Royal Moulders ? and why he 
doth not carry himfelf better than others, nay why he behaves 1^a» 
than others towards that Ring of all Kings, who had made him higher than aU 
other Captains of Britain , afwell in refpedt of his Ringdom as m Stature, and 
the Lineaments of his Body? He upbraids him for having by Fire and Sword de¬ 
frayed the Ring his Uncle with mod valiant Souldiers, the Countenances ofwhom 
feemed not unlike to thofe of the Whelps of Lions : but: efpecidly for devon^g 
himfelf to a religious Courfe of Life, after his Violence had fucceeded, and brea- 
king thofe Oaths which he had taken to that purpofe ; and then returning as the 
Do ct to his Vomit, toas greedy aProfecution of vitious Courfes as evet. He 

and having produced many Threatnings to him out of Scripture, he then leaves off mn Mm, 
the Profecution of the Hiftory of his Times,and to deter hi! 

thofe of the Laity as his own Profeffion, he proceeds in the Quotation of bcrip mius 
cures full of Threats, and applies them to his 

and his Style vehement, and troublefomely Luxuriant, but fuch as dilcovers great 
Wit and a mind full of Zeal both for his God,and for his Countrey. ig im « 

4 . His Zeal was no whit extravagant, but adequate to 
ding, viz. the deftrudion of his Countrey, and founded not onely on pousbut ( 
nolmcal reafons • for Vice, as we could be infinite in lhewing, has been the fore- 
runner of theRuine, both of States, Ringdoms and Fancies. But tocome toour «« 
bufmefs and to inlarge upon this Text of Gildas. The Romans f having taken f mn0) jicm 
SSSSdl ofBrJin, /heNatives were we fee, utterly 
ing how to behave themfelves, wanting both holds and hearts f ° r 
dingfo great a Storm as fell upon them: The Countrey having been dramedof 
all its Inhabitants, which had either Skill or Courage. tovy “fe rjqm- 

red able and faithM Leaders j glad thqr “ a f 2 tof . a "^™ 7 what 
dertalte their Patronage, and to purchafe their Conduit and Prote&on at what 
rate foever. Hereat it feems many took occasion to fet up for themfelves^ and 
Head of Legitimate Princes and Fathers of their Gountrey, their Coun y 
abounded with Tyrants, with Theives and Robbers which ownedjJ*.Sv’carc- 
difowned the Duty of Rulers, were ravenous after the reward, but utterly car 
left of the work of Governoiirs; Shepherds who fpenti 
•never bufied themfelves about feeding or protecting the Flock farther 
own mere Interefts carried them, to have feme remaining over 
domineer and tyrannize. That they had not one Monarch, but fevend ’ 
appears fofficiendy both from the ftory of thofe times whereof we now wr^ 
and of thofe which followed, and that this cuftome began near asfoon as the W 
mans had quitted them, is very .probable, when like a Tick man they we g la ^ 
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- to Ihift from one fide,andfrom one thing to another, reftlefs, by reafonofthatmi- Se&. I. 

fery which frill prefled upon them. At length, harafled and tired out with the 'Orv 
Infolencies and Cruelties of many Tyrants ; feme of them they oppofed, others 

Sot £ 

(heBnWw. among ^ thcm? f or Authority and Nobility, but fcarcely for Vertue; not to al- 

“S ■SSKS'oSSS mu. 

but as Gildas deciphers others, Covetous and Luxurious, as infatiable m Tuft, as m ^ 
prone to all other Villanies; in Gluttony and Riot he wafted the publick Reve- coJiobom,, 
nues, and no otherwife endeavoured to populfe common' tutmT 

than by an ungrounded confidence and fupinefecurity. Yet the frequent Erodes frmiS { 
of the Scots and Pith, and the dreadful! effeds thereof, awakened the People, 
and the Clamours of the Multitude him, and caufed him at length to ; 

„ a great Council, to confult how feme better courfe might be taken, for preven-^ ?WM j^ ; ,/- 

SS * tion of thefe Northern Mifchiefs. They had had all along great thoughts of th 

• ‘ own Valour and AbUities (as all People have which are deftmed to a Conqueft)j»?^ ^ 

but the ftill continued fmart was fo great, which they received from fo many j ^1^,bur.de 
reiterated blows, that it made them, though againft their wills, feel their weak- gtfn Zsgum 
nefr and inability, to repell their Enemies. By general confent therefore it was , 
refolved to call in feme foreign Power to their relief, and hire an Army, which 
ffiould repell thefe Rovers with fuch fignal marks of their Valour, that they mould 
not dare any more to look upon thofe grounds which contained theCarkafles 01 
their fo many flam Relations. The name of the Saxons was at this time very 
who a™, m great, by reafon of their feveral Exploits both at Sea and Land, their numerous 
requirJaid of Depredations and Invafions, they had made into moft Countries lying toward 
the Saxom. t h e § ea> j t was refolved to invite feme of them over. They thought tnem 
poor, and wanting Habitation. They imagined they would be glad ot an Em¬ 
ployment, to take off their fuperfluous numbers, and get them a Livelihood 
abroad. They concluded they would be fatisfied with reafonable pay, their ne- 
ceflities were fo great. At the moft they believed they would take it as a nughty 
favour to have feme Jhare of the mou barren and inconfiderable part 01 that 
Countrey to inhabit, which by their toil and the expence of their bioud, they 

Accordingly 17. Ambafladours are accordingly fent, and thofe of the moft eminent of the 
AmbaOadours jq at i on w ith great Rewards. But this was but to defire their aid and alliltence, 

Ste ‘ over and above a ftri<ft League-and AlHance with them. Though our ' Britain 
were poor-fpirited enough, yet not fo flavilh and bafe minded as to otter them 
fubje&ion, and the Dominion of themfelves and their Countrey, can we believe, 
as the Saxon Authours for honour of their own Nation have recorded. Une ot 
them is fo confident as to tell us the very Harangue the Ambafladours ufed, which 
was this: Worthy Saxons, the diflrejfed Britains tired out , and overpowered by a jritkhind- 
perpetual invading Enemy, and hearing the fame of your valour, have fent us hither Gefi. Saxon, 
to defire your aid. Their Cauntrey is both fertile andfpatious , which they have or¬ 
dered us to fubmit to your Commands. Heretofore we lived with freedom under the 
obedience and protection of the Roman Empire. Next to //^Romans we knew none 
more worthy than your felves, and therefore now implore your prowefs for our f e “ e f- 
Let us not Jlill be fubjeft to our prefent Enemies. To any thingyou jballmnkfti to 
impofe we (ball fubmit. Whatever the Ambafladours laid or offered, the Saxons 
were very well pleafed with the meflage, as being courted to that which they le votis peti- 
themfelves had infinitely defired, and revolving not to be guilty of any milcar tam u i tr ) 
riage by their own delay, firft return an obliging anfwer to the Ambafladours, as 
that the Britains might reft upon their friendihip and fidelity, as fuch who would 
ftand by them no lels in their adverfe than profperous Eftate. The Ambafladours 
return very joy full, as expecting thanks for the fuccefs of their errand, and they 
are not deceived in their expectation, thofe that font them now efteeming them¬ 
felves made for ever. 
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c ii 18. It appears from what we have cited out of Gildas, that the Pagan Saxons 

in their way, were fo Religious as to confult their Gods about the fuccefsof this 
expedition, who anfwered, that the Land to which they directed their courfe, 
they ihould hold for three hundred years, and half fo much time fpend in 
conteft and bickerings with that Nation. From the three feveral forts of People 
called Saxons , Angli and Jutes, in three long Ships, by them called Kynles, were Ci»u, „, ti< 
lent a felect Company, not fo much confiderable for number, and the courage 
Hengift ar.d and dexterity of the Men, under, conduit of two Brothers, Hengift and Horfa, of ,J ' 
H'liffa with cl'oiceft Nobility amongft them, as defeended in the fourth degree from Woden, 
from wiipfe Loyns mpft of thefe barbarous Nations derived the feveral Pedegrees 
of their .Kings, and whoijrt, for the renown of his Ads, they made their God, 
faefilegioufly, as our. Authour obferves, dedicating to his memory the fourth day 
of the .week, as the fixtli to the worlhip of his Wife Frea. But they came not io 
williiFly. but they were as joyfully received, the People runnmg out to meet 
. . tliem ^ and offering them all ads of kindnefs and hofpitality, and the King giving 

them his hearty thanks for the great pains and peril they had been pleafed to un- 
dergoe for the fake of .him and his Subjeds. After fome fmaU conference and 
knd are f«?.- ihitli given and received on both Tides, the Me of Thanet is afligned them for their 
t^d in the ifle c upi;)0 - rt they ingaging indefatigably to ufe their endeavours for protection ot 
ofTW ' that Land, the Inhabitants whereof, as ftridly engaged on the otherfide to give 
them ample rewards for. their labourswithin a little time they have full oc- 
calion to .try their Metal. The Scots .make their ufual Inrodes without any ap- 
prehenfioh of more refiftence than the pitifull Britains were wont to make. But 
they, find a frefli Gamefter ingaged,with whom, after fome tryal made, they think 
it not it to meddle, but retreat back to their receptacles, and are very unwilling 

af 7i!The °sfxm Cor‘5& were as much elevated with their the 

Scots we re diicouraged at their unufual difappointments, and Hewft a Man of 
excellent Wit, as, well as Valour, perceiving with whom he had to deal, under 
other pretences, fends back fome of his Companions to acquaint his Countreymen 
with the beauty and fertility of the Ifland, and the cowardife and fottiflineft of 
the Inhabitants, as well King as People, inviting them to make themfelves Ma- 
AnotherCom- fters of fo good a fortune as now offered it felf unto them. The Meflen ers ea- 
i>.my follow. f[[ Y per fwaded fuch a Company to follow them as filled feventcen Vends, and to¬ 
gether with their Countreymen already landed, would make up a formidable 
Army. And along with them they brought the Daughter of( by the 
Britains called Raven ) for beauty a miracle of Nature, and by it as it feerned, as 
well as by her Father defigned, as a fpedacle for Men to gaze °P» mZmm 

be enamoured. They are invited to a Feaft, and ddengijt appoints her to wait at 
the Cupboard to Captivate with her looks the affeihons of the Britijh Iung./^^ 
Biwen nur- j|j s device as fpeedily takes as executed. For Vortigern being exceedingly given ^ 
Vof - to Women by his own Inclination, was immediately wounded by the Darts winch 

proceeded from her Eyes, and could drink of nothrng elfe coifld noway be^d^g 
but by enjoying her, infomuch, that out of hand foe^muft be his Wife. Hengift j bu]B , x < e . 
pretends an umvillingnefs, as loath the King Ihould diflronour lumfelf by fo 
qual a Match, and at length feems unwillingly willing being bought 
gift of all the Countrey of Kent, ( formerly Governed laudably by 
gus ) which munificence of Vortigern he was not able to withftand. The Bar- 
barian perceiving now he had got lucli hold of him that he might b ebold,foa K 
a 11ml arrive, abufed his Imprudence, as to perfwade him to fend over for 0^ and Ebifa,lM fl « jy* 
own and Iris Brothers Son ( fome fay his Brother h^df) that as he took upo 
him the Protedion of the Eaftern, lo they might defend the Northern Parts om !fW 
theviolence of the Sets. By the King s leave thenwitlr forty Veflels they Coaffed 
about Britain, and coming to the 0/W«,fuppreffcdboth tne Pitts and*ff/r, 
that part of the Ifland, which afterwards was called Northumberland, feared them 
lelves though without any Title or Name of Regality till the time of Id , > 

whom the Kings of Northumberland defeended. But this was not tilllong after. L * 
zo Now the Saxons being numerous, and ftrong enough to accomplifl , 

The Saxons they had defigned, take occaiion to pick a quarrel They complain tliey jre mucl d.. 

Sarin Pay? and when this occafion is removed, after a little paufe, *%***%? 
nu ,rre1 '- fault that it is too little, nut at all anlwenng the pains and perils they unde g , y .. 

threatning War, and a feizure of the Land it felt, except their aliow*ce£«: 
™ented. Gmtimerthe Son of Vortigern, a young Man of 
and Spirit than his Father, could not any longer ddfemble his Ind<gnation, o lee a,. 
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whole Land m a manner as far as ^ turned, all forts of People flainby heaps, 

» things, that Towns and Caftles wereoverturn , ^ ^ ^ SwQrd> either 

and all places Sacred polluted and .... ' . fame fate fliortly after purfued 
S'for'u'entf"yearsHoftQity continued 

Skirmilhes, or flight Ingagernents happened, but ^ 

in UnrEi the Brother of Heniift , fell together with Katigern, the other Son ot Vor ijJud , /c - ;i _ 
in Horja, the . . ctnuar called then in Latin ,Lapis Tituli •, where teUigendum, 

them. The third was in a Field by Jttwr.eaiieaincn in r , they fid DmntU 

he beat them into their Ships with fuch Execution and Confternation, meyj^ 

ventured no ^SSfSSibi bul*at GiUas tells us how, alter jA 

As that in the firft Ingagement it was a drawn Battel in a place cai AmU w 
U where on one fide tel IHorfa the Brother of Hengifi (from whence Menobur- 

■S3fiS ofhU"sStetook nine) and «jSgtefi* »£ % 

SdSonofthcKinsJnthe* 

tains were forced to come to Termes ; ouommer excellentlv eo- pope yum 

being of a different humour from his Father s eafmefs, wmdd have exauentiy go u 

verned if Almighty God had fo pleafed; but he being gone, the Attaus ot ms 
verned, u Aimiguty vjuu n r » Af deat u 0 f Horfa, Hengift his rmUpofttum 

Countreymen went quite down the wind. Alter Matthew of Weft- Saxum cerni ‘ 

Rrother took the Royal Title upon him in Kent, m which year Mattm oi J turmmmen . 
Sr writes-that *rice he fought againfl the Britam, but not able to rehft „ a* 
fed into where he tm tUily « Sea^ and 

nt lenvth the Saxons left their Wives and Children behind them, and returned into 
“iS*tdth«etheyilaidL 

■Si rftaSSi wirt 1 mfe ral teSSiui men hI& remrned inn, S«“£. 
JK& fo great an Army fo alarmed 

thev confulted how to oppofe them, which being made known to H gj y vo i unt Hmfi 
DaughtM^hefcnt to tell t^e Ring that he had n0 ^ ^J^^hewas ready 

ever, Vortimer excepted j who being now removed out ot the w y, , Z Henrico rnn- 

to fubmit himfelf aSd all his men to his pleafure, to keep as many as he thought , ^ 
fit, and fend back the reft into their Oiuntrey. Therei are .othersi that tell us ggjjf 

ho r/°S af, rhd th J/“ 

an^as many ^imufand men; the reft being mtally 

That eight years after this, he renewed the War, and in a Battel at a place _ca ea d(m ta , locus 
mwefftei?i lew twelve other Princes and loft 

from whom the place received its name. And in another En ^ ^ ufm tmpord 

uncertain) he gave them fuch a Defeat, that they left Camp and Baggage, ™ 

aU 2 b i h So different are Writers in their Relations of what F^d m thefe obfeare 
times- but from all laid together it Ihould appear, that for a time the 
were repul fed and forced , to retreat, if not home into to r SciV 

place of (halter and lecurity; for the Battels were fought m Kent it lelt, an ™^.. 
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Secft I onely there, but upon the Sea, as the word Wippeds-fleot intimates to us. But 
Hengift being landed, invites Vortigern his Son-in-Law to a Feaft, together 
with three hundred of his Nobles; lome fay the meeting was appointed for a 
Treaty, to order their Affairs. Tobefure, he fo ordered his matters,that having* 
number of his own men, fufficient to overpower thefe Britains , whom he knew 
to be the chief of thofe that could perform any thing either in Council or War 
Vortircrris againft the Saxon Intereft; he firft caufed them to raile a Quarrel, and then when 
Companions they were warm with Wine, and more able to brawl than to defend themfelves, 4 

numbered by t i ie Watch-word was given, Nemet Coar Scanes, uponwliich they-drew their Sci- 
Ksfaxons, miters, and murthered all their three hundred Guefts in the place. They had 
another kind of defign upon Vortigern, knowing he would eafily be drawn to 
what they would have him. He was onely bound and kept in cuftody, till for 
E/T v SnlTcx his Ran f° me he afligned them three Provinces, which were afterward called Effex, 
mdMddle- Siffex and Middlejex. After this, fome Authours tell us, that Vortigern returned 
fix, amgned t0 n is folitary kind of Life in that Countrey, which from him was called Gmr- 
to the Saxons. t j n ^ rMiaur ^ anc j thence to a Caftle of his own building in thofe parts, now called 

North-Wales, near to the River Tieli ; where living obfcurely among his Wives, M»»». 
he was, as it is ftoried, burnt by fire from Heaven, at whofe Prayer, whether 
German or Aurelius Amhrofius, it’s hot material to enquire. For the Reader muft 
know that, according to the fame Writers, he having committed Inceft formerly 
with his own Daughter, was cenfured in a Synod, confifting both of Lay and 
Eccleliaftical Perfons, and partly for that Reafon, partly for fear of the tow, 
by advice of his Nobility, retired into that Countrey, now called Wales • where 
he built him a ftrong Caltle (in Radnorfhire ) by advice of a young Prophet, 
by fome called Amhrofius, and by others Merlin. His Son undertook the Go¬ 
vernment, and in his Abfence reigned with great fuccefs. After his Death Vor¬ 
tigern, either by the pow er of his owm Fadion, or .by univerfal confent reaf- 
fqmed the Government, which Hengift underftanding, was incouraged to re¬ 
turn and pra&ife upon his Sottilhnels and Credulity, with that fuccels as w'ehave 
now'related. ■ 

13. The Britains having loft the flower of their Nation in the Maffacre, were 
much ftartled at it to fuch a meafure, as they began to think of their wicked Cour¬ 
ts, and w hither they were now bringing them, and began to be more fober, and to 
betake themfelves to Divine Afliftence. They were incouraged by fome other Re¬ 
treat of the Saxons, upon what occafion it’s uncertain, and by the great hopes 
conceived of Aurelius Amhrofius , who being defcended 1 of Roman Anceftours, 
but fuch as had born Regal Dignity in the Ifland, and loft their lives againft . the 
Pitts and Scots, had witn their applaufe fucceeded Vortigern - who, if credit may 
be given to fome Authours, as much out of fear of him and the Romans, as of the 
Aurelius Am- pats and Scots themfelves, fir ft called in the Saxons. Under Conduct of this 
crab Vor'i- Aurelius Amhrofius, os Amhrofius Aurelianus (as Beda calls him) they took cou 
*gern in the* rage, and provoking their Enemies to Battel had the better of them. He is faid ' 
Government, (by the Monk of Malmshury ) to have made much ufe in his Wars of one Ar¬ 
thur, and what Arthur Ihould this be, but him whom others make the Son of 
Pendragon his Brother. Blit fo various and uncertain are the Reports of our Bri¬ 
tish and Saxon Authours, that although much be written, yet very little of cer¬ 
tainty have we either of the one or the other. As for Amhrofius Aurelianus, Ni- 
nius, as we lately hinted about Vortigern , will have him to have been famous, 
before the coming of the Saxons - according to which Aflertion Sigehert begins 

44< j his Reign with their coming into the Ifland, at the year of our Lord 446; and 
^ talks ot his Reigning and Fighting againft them, for full five and forty years, 

contrary to the Evidence of all Hiltory. Yet do fome others tell us fuch Stories 7 “”*^ 

430 as yet farther call: back his Reign into the 430 year of our Lord, which Henry 

of Huntingdon brings forward again to the year afligned by Sigehert, wherein ftl dtfwn 
he writes, that at a place called Arileftreu , lie led one Wing of the Battel againft 
the Saxons, and Gortimer and Catigern, the Sons of Vortigern, the two others: f 447 , 
And this he accounts the feventh year after their coming.into the Ifland. Geoffrey 
of Monmouth writes, that he burnt Vortigern, who after the death of his Son 
Vortimer had reaffirmed the Government; which Matthew Florilegus notes to 

496 have happened in the year 496, ending the Reign of Aurelian, and his Life to- 

497 gether, in the year 497. Hettpr Boethius the Scotch Writer, begins hisReign at ^ g>9 , 

498 498, which he writes to have continued almoft feven years. _ But his Coun- $cr.scm:fi 
treyman Buchanan agrees with the Welch David Towel in affigning 19 years to 

481 his Government, which he will have begun in the year 481, and ended juit gum Cutty- 
. 500 in 500. M- 
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24. But concerning Amhrofius , none is more out of the way than Baronius the Sect. i. 
Cardinal, who imagined, and that for many Real'ons, he tells us, that he lived 

in Exile under Odoacer the King of the Heruli in Italy- whereas, not one tole- g f An,t - V 6 - 
rable lliew of reafon can be afligned, more than his very Name, of which there 
were feveral b'efides this our Britain , who (he fays) took the Purple, but not 
the Name of Emperour upon him, which he himfelf firft attempted, but not 
his Parents, as Beda hath it, who writes, that thefe things happened in the Reign 
of Zeno the Emperour. The Cardinal as to his matter was alfo impofed on by 
the falfe Copy of Gildas, publiflied by Polydore Virgil, wherein th'e Singular num- 
ber is pend inftead of the Plural, which fault, crept alfo into that Copy of Be- "‘ u “ tul eglm 
da's Chronicle, which Paulas Diaconus ufed ■ and the errour became fo infective, 
that Omphrius Pamtinm and Ottavius de Strada ih their Catalogues of the Roman 
Emperours, talk of the Emperour Cafar .Amhrofius Aurelianus, Pius Fcelix, Augti- 
47 j ft us, as who was faluted Emperour in Britain in the year 475-, the 1227 of the 
City, and (lain not long after. So much are we in the dark as to Amhrofius, 
whofe Commendations yet we are told tha l Gildas an excellent Hiftorian of the 
Britains wrote, above other Kings; nay, in an elegant ftyle faithfully tranfmitted 
his Acfts to Pollerity. Geoffrey of Monmouth indeed writes, that he had a Book pcrium, p.449. 
which Gildas the Authour intituled, concerning the Yidtory of Aurelius Amhro- M-4- c.nlt. 
fins. It’s to be feared the Title belied Gildas, but whatever it was, from it and 
a Britijh Copy brought out of Armenia , and given him by Walter the Archdea¬ 
con of Oxford, Geoffrey tells a long Story of this matter,- whereof learned TJjher 
thus gives us the Summ.. 

25. Vortigern being dead, the Saxons betook themfelves to the Parts beyond Lib.%. cr.3.4. 
Humher, where they were no fooner arrived, but Amhrofius was at their heels. 

In his paflage he was much affedied to behold the Countries fo defolate, but efpe- 
cially at the fight of fo many Churches laid level with the Earth, which he 
Overthrow* promifed Ihould be rebuilt if he got the better. Hengift brought into the field 
Hengijl in againft him, about two hundred thoufand Armed men, at a place called Morif- 
Battcl ' heli, but ingaging in Battel was worfted, and he himfelf, near to the City of 

Conan , by the Britains called Cair-Conan and Cuninghurg by the Englifh , was taken c . mi ft 

- Prilbner by Eldole the Duke of Claudiocefter. The City being alfo afterward ta- EborJcnfi^d 
ken, and they coming to confider what Ihould be done with Hengift, Eldade the Oman vd 
Bilhop of Claudiocefter, the Brother of Eldole, a man of great Prudence and Reli - Donum P“ vi ' 
gion, harangued to this effedh though all fhould agree to fet him at liberty, 
myjelf would cut him in pieces. For I would imitate the Example of the Prophet 
Samuel, who having in his power Agag the King of Amaleck, hewed him in pieces , 
faying: As thou haft made Mothers Childlefs , fo will I make thy Mother this day 
Childlefs among Women. Doe ye in like manner to Hengift, who is another Agag .• 

Who is (lain. Which faid, Eldole led Hengift out of the City and flew him. This Marlen, the 
489 Flowergatherer, writes to have happened in the 489 year our Lord, adding, that 
to Hengift fucceeded his Son Ofric in the Kingdom of Kent, being firnamed *AEfc, 

Andfucceedeti from whom all the Kings of Kent to this day are called Afc-kynges. He differs 
ofiic\n the one }’ ear his Account from Ethelwerd and the Saxon Annalifts, who ma- 
Kingdom of king no mention at all of the death of Hengift, neither of the many Victories 
Kw. which the Britains obtained over the Saxons , write that tfffc fucceeded in the 
Kingdom of Kent the year preceding. 

26. Geoffrey proceeds, and tells us that Amhrofe befieged Otta the Son of Hen¬ 
gift, who had fliut up himfelf in Pork, and Eufa hisKinlman, who had done the 
like in the City Alclud or Dunhritton and conftraining them to yield themfelves, 
granted them the Countrey lying near to Scotland. For all his Intent was, how to 
reftore his Kingdom to its ancient condition, his fludy how to reform the 
Churches, renew the vigour and force of the Laws, eftablifh Peace and the courfe 
of Juftice. Thence therefore he went to Gwinton, to repair it as other places; 
which when he had performed, by the advice ok Eldade the Bilhop, he proceeded’ 
to the Monaftery near Cair Caradoc, now called Saleherie, where lay the Confuls 
and Princes, whom w\ckoA Hengift had betrayed. There in the Mount of Am- 
hrius (the Founder in old time as is reported) was a Monaftery of three hundred 
Fnars. By others this is called tfie Mount of Amhrofe, and faid to be that place, 
now known by the Name of Stakenges, where the prodigious Piles of Stones were 
not, as Polydore affirms, raifed by Amhrofe in memory of thefe Princes, as is vul¬ 
garly believed, but by the Britains in memory of Amhrofe himfelf; who at this Tohd v,ni> 
place ended his life in Battel. He tells us this Monument is to be feen in the An i lic - H ‘fi- 
Diocefe of Salisbury near to a Village called Amfhery , or rather Amhrefhury, the ,ib ‘ 3 ' - 

Name 
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Name denoting the Village of Ambrofe, whofe name or that of Ambrius (if any 
fuch there was) the famoufnefs of the Relicks of St. Melons (or Meliorj quite 
buried afterwards in the faid Village. But as to the Briiijh Princes flam by Hen- 
gift , that their memory might be perpetuated at the fuggeftion otTremoun or Tre- 
morin the Archbilhop of Car lean, Ambroftus Aurelius, as Geoffrey tells the Story, 
font for Ambroftus Merlin a Prophet, and with an Army of fifteen thoufand Armed 


men under Conduct of his Brother Vther'Pendragon , fent him into Ireland , whence 
he brought from the Mountain Killara, notwithltanding the oppofition of Gillo- 
mant Ring of the Ifland, that noble Structure of Stones, which he placed in Sa¬ 
lisbury Plain, where at this day it is to befeen. Though this be no better than 
an old Wives Tale, Giraldus Cambrenfis makes mention of it, as that this Structure i 
of Stones, being called Chorea GigantumQ becaufe Giants had brought them from the 4 
utmoft Borders of Africk, and placed them in the Plain of Kildare ) was by the j 
Divine Diligence of Merlin, at the defire of Aurelius Ambroftus King of the Bri- < 
tains brought out of Ireland into this Ifland, and placed in the very famepofture 
they had formerly flood in that place, where the flower of Britain, had under pre¬ 
tence of Peace, been wickedy butchered by the perfidious Saxons. 

27. In reference to what Giraldus writes of Ireland , the late Learned Primate 


thereof obferves, that in the Countrey of Kildare , about two Miles from the 
Caftle h^mentions, two fuch like Piles are to be feen, which in that Countrcy, 
they call the Long Stones , although the Writer of the Britijb Hiftory feems to 
have Killair , which is fltuate in the Weftern Meath , where Giraldus affirms in his 


time to have been extant, a certain Stone called the Navel of Ireland, as feated 
in the middle thereof,for which yet at the King’s County at Birra ,another hallowed 
Stone is at this day ihewed. But to that Pile of Stones in Salisbury Plain, none 
in all Ireland feems more like than what is to be feen in the County of Corke, 
near a Town called Clougbtekilty, from Stones lying in a woody P*ace; where 
are alfo to be feen the Foundations of a very large Houfe, which the Inhabi¬ 
tants report to have belonged to Sir John Mandeville, fo famous for his Travels 01 
four and thirty > ears. But for the completing of the Fable(which thence feems to 
have had its rife, that in Ireland fuch kinds of Mafly piles have been feen ) we 
muft take notice of what Geffrey of Monmouth writes concerning the return and 
Succefs of the Britijh Army. Being arrived with a profperous Gale, they began 
with their Stones to fet out the Sepulchres of the murthered Nobility. This be¬ 
ing made known to Aurelius , he fends out Meflengers through the feveral Parts ol 
Britain, to affemble both the Clergy and People to the Mount of Ambrius , 
with Joy and Honour to adorn the forefaid burying Place. They being met 
accordingly on the day prefixed, Aurelius fets- the Diadem upon liis Head, and 
Royally celebrates the Feaft of Whitfuntide, together with the three following 
dais. Having bellowed Honours upon fuch of his Subjects as had deferved, and 
particularly bellowed the Metropolitical See of fork upon Sampfon, a Man of great 
lame for Religion, and that of Caer Leon upon Dabritius, he commanded Merlin 
to let up the Stones he had brought from Ireland. He in obedience to his Com¬ 
mands ere<fled them,about the burying placejuft in the fame manner they had former¬ 
ly flood in Killair in Ireland ,and plainly lhewed,that wit prevailcth above llrength. 

28. Such is the Fable concerning Stoneheng ( which though a Fable the Rea¬ 
der is to know) and concerning Ambrofe and his Prophet Merlin. But as there 
is no Law againft the Improvement of Fables, Ninnius the other Britijh Hiftonan 
joins Ring and Prophet in the fame Perfon, making that Child which prophefied 
to Northern the Son of a Roman Conful, and calling him- by the Name not ol 
Merlin but Ambrofe ? as that he was concealed by his Mother for fear of toe King, 
who yet afloon as he had confelTed his Parentage, either to reward his Predictions 
or as his Right bellowed upon him all the reft of Britain, retiring himfell to alo- 
litary Life. Amongft thefe Incertainties of this, we may be certain from a more 
fure Teftimony of Gildas, that whatever otherwife this Ambrofe was, the Britains 
owed much unto his Courage and Conduct, by which a flop was for the prelent 
given to the violent proceedings of the Saxons , although their Writers conceal all 
tilings, that made againft the Reputation of their Nation,- recording nothing but 
Succefs and Vi&ories on their own fide. And indeed Ihortly after they had iul- 
ficient occafion to doe it, notwithltanding the real Performances of Ambroje, and 
all the Romantick fine Tales told of his Nephew Arthur. For whatever became 
of Heimjh if he was flain in the North, in the South another of his Nation ap- 

F//,and his peared ,Ella by Name, who made himfelf King of another part of the Ifland In 

Saxons arrive the Year 477, (eleven before the death of Hengift, as fome place it) with his 

in Suffix. t hrec 
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three Sons CymenfPleting and Ciffa, in three Ihips he arrived at a place called Cymen- Sect, Ir 
Jkore in Suffex, whereupon the Inhabitants being call into a grievous fright flocked 
in vaft multitudes, to the place of their landing from all Quarters. The Saxons chmd.Saxon 
being tall of Stature, and very flout and vigorous, received them couragioufly ^Ann. d. 
who came hand over head upon them, and notwitltfanding their great Numbers If 
put them to flight with fuch daughter as might be expected from fo unequal an m- A j; e c ., 
gagement,and drove themintothe wood,which the Saxon Chronology calls Andre- Bpeaen 
And feize up- des Leave. The Saxons feized upon the Maritime parts of Suffex, and ftill inlarged lor,6 *j l.i r 
on the coun- their T | rritories t {\[ t h e ninth year after their Arrival, wherein the Britains found b,jnn 
trey ' themfelves fo concerned,that they joined their Forces together,and ingaged them near Iff™ J 

a place called Mercredeslurnanftede. The Victory was doubtfull,both Armies drawing c * ' 

off after much lofs to their own Quarters which caufed Ella to fend for frelli fupphes, 

• as Henry of Huntingdon writes, though' others are unwilling to let him pafsout j-cyjmm on 
of the Field without Conqueft, according to their Cuftome. However five years Ja ’jeope 
after this, Ella and Ciffa his Son laid fiege to a little City called Andredes Ceafter, Ja netm e& 
and taking -it ufed their Conqueft with fuch fetferity,that they left not one Britain J 

therein-alive. . errfoson 

29. Now is Britain become the Field of Fortune, News is perpetually brought , " m | e 

to the Saxons, of the Succefs of their Countreymen, and there is no one Eminent fea lar r^.e 
for Birth or Arms, but promifes himfelf a good lhareof fo fertile a Countrey, to- 0 n pleair.e 
gether with a Royal Title. In the forty feventh year after their firft coming into te&ny F on 
Cenlic and his Britain, as Henry of Huntingdon, Count Cerdic (otCerticJ the tenth in Lineage on W 
Followers in- f rom Woden , an old and well pradtifed Souldier, with Cenric his Son, andfo many P u&u ™ 
Land men as he could tranfport in five Veffels, arrived at a place which from him was f 

called Cerdicefore. No fooner did the. Ihips appear, but the Inhabitants of thefe & ' ej . !e _^ e< 
Parts fufficiently warned heretofore, Hand upon their Guard, and as the Invaders n, m indmm- 
indeavour to land, manfully oppofe them. But the Saxons ftill advance, and ffshmefug- 
what ground they once gain nevermore forfakeit, tillatlaft, the Britains in vain "ZZZml 
refilling, thqy get fufficient footing in this Part alfo of the Ifland, infomuch that advenm «. 
the Britains vehemently fufpedting what the Induftry and Valour of Cerdick and nm.cbmuL 
his Son might farther produce, combined againft them with all the Power they Id An.#”™ 
could poffibly make. But within feven years after their coming they had caufe to Hie locum to- 
be a little diverted from them by a frefli Onfet of new Gamefters, who arrived %'^fjf 1 - 
Another inva- alfo out of Germany. One Port with his two Sons Bleda and Magla with two Vef- b se ver & 
lion by one f e k arr i ve d at Portfmouth ( fo named from him ) and without much Difficulty dtepepe- 
rm repelling fuch as unadvifedly made head againft them, and having flain a young bupnaa 
Britijh Nobleman of great Eminency, carved for himfelf and Followers'another ge&e. 
fliare out of the Countrey. Yet it feems the Adventures of Cerdick , made the oma / Alh ' 
Britains molt apprehenfive, and the?efore feven years after the Arrival of Port, 490. 
and the fixtieth after the firft coming of the Saxons, the Archdeacon of 
To Ambrofe Huntingdon reckons Nazaleod the greatell King of the Britains, a Man both of a chroiolog. ’ 
LvPmtmn great Name and haughty Spirit, (from whom that Region was named Nazaleoli, Saxon, ad 
’which reached to the Place afterward called Cer dices ford, J gathered the whole ccccxcr. 
force of Britain to ingage him. Cerdick aware of the danger defired and obtai- Hep cuom* 
ned aid of Efcai King of Kent, Ella King of Suffex, and of Port, and his Sons, onapegea 
which done he divided his Army into two wings, whereof the Right he led himfelf, eal&opmen 
and committed the left to the Conduit of his Son Cinrick. Nazaleod, perceiving °”? pe ^ er,e 
the Right wing to be the ftronger of the two, bent his whole ftrength and fury a- 
gainft it with fuch Execution, that after great daughter made of his men he for- rim j ml& r 
The Saxons C ed Cerdick to run away, but purfuing with more heat than caution, the left wing rC ipnm 
Vidorv oveT commanded by Cinrick took the Advantage, and falling on his Rere renewed the in ’Sone 
th cBritains. Battel with fuch Vigour, that he himfelf w r as flain in the place, and with him for pse&e j> e jp 
Company five thoufand of his Followers. £ecpe&en 

30. Such were the Circumftances of the Battel, if the Archdeacon doth not P I,&lce f ■ 
take the liberty to frame thefe, and many more of his own head. But who this 
Nazaleod ffiould be is much controverted • for the Britains own no fuch King by fl& feu ^ 
this Name. Some imagine it might be the Britijh firname of Ambrofe, who it’s Re piilbean, 
certain about this time fought with the Saxons, with various fortune. Others think Cerdicis ora, 
it the Name of Vther Pendragon his Brother, whom Hettor Boethius writes to have 
governed the Britains at this time ; but he adds that this Nazaleod , was a Man cerdfirihoMe 
of obfeure Original, and that Vther made him his General, more out of refpeit «««&> 

to his Perfon, with which he had long been familiar, than to his Valour or Mili- 

tary skill? but being the belt Captain next the King himfelf, he was flain in Battel on. ad An. or. 

together with fifteen thouland Men. . Matthew of Wejlmir.fier tells us how Vther Jfintindonen. 

° Pendragon 
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Sect I Tendragon now lay Tick, and therefore fent this Man Whom he calls Nat haul totb 
againft the Saxons , who flew him and fifteen thoufand of his Britains. Butforaf- 
much as all the Saxon Annals unanimoufly call him a King, and fo doth Ethelwald 
and Florentius Wigonienfis, and the Archdeacon faith he was the greateft King of 
the Britains • Learned Vjher conjectures, that his Name might indeed be Natanleod , 
and that in refpeCt of the great things atchieved by him, he might have the Sir- 
name of ZJther, viz. Admirable or Horrible, for fo Zither flgnifies, Mai Vter be- Kouxini, 
ing an horrible Son in .the Britijb Language, and Arthur an horrible Bear, or an $*** 
Iron Mall wherewith the Jaws of Lions are .broken. Could we fix upon this the vjfaJnS 
Chronology of thefe obfeure times might be made much clearer, and the begin -Primrdiit, 
ning of Arthur his Son, that King of whom Writers fo much talk, and fomuch 


differ. ., _ , , ©•»* 

70. Though Cerdick, ( or Certick ) obtained the Victory, yet with fo much lofs *»«■« 
and danger, that finding ftill fome difficulties, he was glad to admit of freflt 
Another frefh Supplies. Six years after the Battel, came two of his Nephews Stuf and Witgar 
iuppiy arrives. wit } lt j^ ree ships, and landed at Cerdicsford, where they found the Britains in a 
pofture of warmly receiving them. For if Henry of Huntingdon be to be credi¬ 
ted, the Captains had marfhalled their men according to the exa & Laws of 
War. When they marched with Advice and Caution, fome on the Mountains, 
and others on the Vallies; as foon as the Sun arofe and fhone upon their guilded 
Shields, the very Mountains therewith glittered, and the Air it felf became 
inlightned and refplendent, wherewith the Saxons were exceedingly affrighted. 

Yet drawing near to Battel when the two refolute Armies came to joyn, the va¬ 
lour of the Britains, became inferiour, becaufe (as our Writer takes upon him to 
judge) God had defpifed them, and the Victory was evident on the part of the 
Saxons , who hereby obtained places not a few, and the Prowefs of Certic be¬ 
came terrible throughout the Countrey. Thefe that came over ftill profpering in 
this manner, not a man there was in Germany who was either touch’d with a 
fenfe of honour, or not well fatisfied with his prefent fortune, but muft over 
Some over into Britain, and accept of better, which fo eaflly offered it felf. Therefore not 
hither. long after the War, whereof we write, many more flocked into the Ifland, and 
as Huntingdon tells us, feized both upon Eaftangle and Merce, though they con¬ 
tinued fome time in confufion, not reduced under obedience of their refpe&ive 
Kings. For many Noble men there were who fcrambled amongft themfelves, and 
in great hafte and Emulation fnatched and feized on fuch Regions as they could. 

Hence innumerable Contentions and Battels followed againft one another for ffich 
and fuch Territories, ofwhichweare ignorant, as well as of the Names of thefe 


Cavaliers, fo numerous they were. 

31. But for all their fuccefs, it’s certain tHey found great oppofition, and were 
not feldomer (probably oftner) defeated than the Britains, who were onely ti¬ 
red out and overpowered by their conftantfwarming into the Ifland, there being 
no end of their Numbers; however the Saxon Writers conceal all that makes not 
for the inhancing of the Valour and Victories of their Anceftours. Great pity it is 
that, as is ulualin great Defolations, theRuines of Britain buried thefe Monuments 
in the Rubbifti, which lhould have tranfnjitted the noble ACts of its Captains to 
Pofterity, if any fuch Monuments there were, if the profpeCt of Death and Ba- 
nilhment, of the lofs of all that was near and dear unto them, did not divert 
their thoughts, and their deplorable condition afford them no other Ink than 
Tears, wherewith to deferibe thefe valiant Deeds, which how daring and gallant 
foever, were rendred at length ufelefsand ineffetftual, by the Crowds of a per¬ 
petual fwarming Multitude. Gildas was no way partial for his Countreymen, to 
fay any great matters of their Valour, yet from that little he mentions of Am- 
hrofe, and of the Victory they obtained at Mount Badon, as alfo of the vicilfltude 
of fuccefs betwixt tjie Nations, fufficiently evidence they had Commanders 
fometimes who gave Sufficient proof of their Caurage and good Abilities. Though 
as to the mentioning of any of thefe Captains, we are deftitute of Authentick 
Writers (Gildas excepted) yet Fame, and the Report of fome Authours (but fuch 
as wrote feveral hundreds of years after his fuppofed Reign) make a loud nolle 
with the Name of Arthur the Son of Zither Pendragon , as Geoffrey of Monmouth 


is pleafed to flrname him. „ . , , . , ^ 

To VtherFen ■ 32. Concerning the time of this Arthur , (fuppofe his Perfbn to have been) there 

dragon fuc- - {S more variety of Opinions than concerning that of Ambrofe , fo formerly, related. 
ceeW,W.( rt ) One placed! the beginning of his Reign, fo high as to have it flounlhun g 
4?8 the year 458. (b) Another bringeth it down nine years, and placeth it at the { ^ 


CmpTS. witblbeCe^ti nefolimRm/inEmpire. Arthur. 57 _ _ 

' 7 " 467 year of our Lord, the eleventh of the Emperour Leo and the laih of Hi- Sect. I, 

467 try t ho Roman Bifliop. (bj Some fay he'flouriilied in the Reign of Zeno the 

Succeflour of Leo, and another will have him but to ^ 

. s c year of this Emperour, which fell into the year 48 y. (b) All -tnele v ere 1 oieign mordii 
5 ers Of our own Writers, William (c) the Monk of Malmjbury Geoffr ey (d) (c) De ,,, 
7 Monmouth, Matthew (0 of Wejlminjler and the 

would have him made King at fifteen years of Age; whereas (g) Ralph oi Cbeftert BrU 
loCaKoinnmuth, and George (i) Buchanan the Scotchman, defers this till his 
eighteenth Ralph of Baldec was of Opinion, that he began his Reign in the ^ 
515 year DXV as alfo was Thomas Radburn ; Matthew of Wejlminjler anA David [f) Lih 
5 >« &, place it at DXV 1 ; Buchm„ at DXXVUI ;: and Mr B*tbm cafclitjj) 

back to DXXI 1 . William of Malmefbury in another place writes,, that Cerdic ^ 
coniine into Britain in the CCCCXCV year of our Lord, fo beat and terrified the im 0 r. 
C Britam,that he forced them to fubmit and y| e l^ 

and in the twenty fourth year after lus coming into the Ifland, m the1 Weftern De L 
part thereof eftabhflied his Monarchy. But in the place before cited, he writes, Angl . e . 2 . 
Shat in the tenth year of this Cerdic, Arthur began to reign over ^ Emam 
with whom feveral others, lately mentioned, concur; placing his beginning at 
? z8 the year DXXVUI. To this one adds, that Cerdic often ingaging, With 
5 always came off'with Vidory, fo that Arthur being tired out, ate dm t Cerdic 
had been in Britain fix and twenty years, took an Oath from him, and gave 
him the pofleflionof the two Shires, Hantjhire and Somerfet. Leland that re¬ 
nowned Antiquary, from other Authority affirms this done after^c had been 
506 in Britain but twelve years, viz. mthe year DVI. Thomas Radium to his Ac¬ 

count, adds ten years more with this Note farther, that Cerdic for an Annual 
' Tribute permitted to the Inhabitants of Cornwall, the free exercife of the Chri- 

Severai Battels ^*11 .^But however, Arthur was beaten and tired out by Cerdic the Saxon King: 

) a ] s T n £ r n : There is great noife made of his overthrowing the Saxons in no fewer than twelve 
feveral Battels. The firft of thefe, they fay, was fought near the Mouth of a cer- 
the Britijb tain River, called Glenns or Glenn • the fecond, third, fourth, and fifth, near ano- 

Kin8, ther River in the Britijb Tongue called Dulgas or Duglas- the fixth at a Rivers 

fide called Baffas; and the feventh in the Wood of Cbolidon, which in Britijb had 
the Name of Cattoit Celidon. Matthew of Wejlminjler beftovvs this Flower upon 
o8 this Battel, lnthe yearof our Lord DXVIII, Arthur King of the Britains (faith 

5 he) having got together a great Army, marched therewith to the City, called 

then, Cattlindcoit , and now Lincoln ,• where finding out the Saxons, he made an 
unheard of flaughter of them; for in one day there fell of them fix thoufand 

men, of whom feme were drowned, others killed in the fight, or in the flight* 
for he left not off purfuing them, you muft know, till they came to the Calidonian 
Wood,when they rallied and made Head againft him. Arthur perceiving their Refo- 
lution, caufed Trees to be cut down and the Trunks thereof fo placed about them, 
that they ihould have no way to efcape, refolving there to ftarve them to death. 

Of this they being fenfible, begged leave they might return into Germany though 
with naked Bodies, to which he confented, after he had fpoiled them of all they 
had, and 1 taken Hoftages for the payment of a Tribute. But enough verily of this 
Battel. The eighth was fought near (not the River but)theCaftle oi Summon, 
where all the day he carried the Image of the Virgin Mary upon his Shoulders. 

The ninth in the City Leogis, in Britijb called Caerleon. The Tenth in the flioar 
of the River, which we (faith Huntingdon ) called Trattebeuroit. The eleventh 
upon the Hill Brenoin, by us (faith he) called Cathlregion, or Catheregio. And 
the laft was fought at the Hill of Badon, where he himfelf, without afliftence of 
any other Britain, flew four hundred and forty men. Thefe Battels and the 
places thereof, faith the fame' Authour, doth Gildas the Hiftoriographer fet forth * 
all which places yet are to our Age unknown, which we think came to pals by 
God’s Providence for the defpiflng of popular air, flattering praife, and tranfitory 
fame. However many Battels were fought, wherein fometimes the Saxons, and 
otherwhiles the Britains had^the Victory : But the more Saxons that were loll: in 
fight, the more came to their fuccour, being invited by the Countries round 

34. However true may be his Story of the Battels, the name of this Authour 
is falfe, for Gildas it was not,- but Ninius that was his Relatour. For the ele¬ 
ven they muft pafs, and ftill continue as unknown, as the Names of the places 
where they were fought j but for the Battel at Mount Badon, that fuch an one 
O there 
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Sect i t,;ici ' e v,as at ^ Hill, is out of doubt from the certain Teftimony of a true Gildas, 
whoever was then the Britijh General. Here Matthew the Flowergatherer ftrews 
his flowers or his Romantick Stories about him, and joyning the matter of this In- 
gagement, with that of the other in the Caledonian Wood, tells us, that it repented 
Colgriu , Baldulph and Cheldrick the Saxons, that they had made an Agreement 
with Arthur. Returning therefore into Britain , they landed at totnes, and at 
iait befieged the City of Badon . Arthur receiving the news, commanded their 
Hoilages to be hanged, then hailing toward the Siege, commanded all to be in 
Arms. He having already on his Corflet, fets on his Head an Helmet, whereon 
is ingraven the Image of a Dragon. On his Shoulders he hangs a Target, called 
PAdmen , whereon was painted the Image of the Blefled Virgin, which lie often 
called to mind. Being alfo girt with the bell Calibarnian Sword, into his right 
hand a Lance he takes, named Iron-, and having given all convenient Orders, 
boldly fets upon the Pagans. They flood manfully to it all the day, and killed 
many of the Britains. The Sun growing low they feized upon the Mount ad- 
joyning, and for that Night ufed it as a Camp, whither the next Morning Ar¬ 
thur with his men afeended. But in afeending he loft many of them, the Sax¬ 
ons having the advantage of the upper ground. But the Britains having with 
.great valour reach’d the Hill top, moll dreadfully laid about them, and made as 
‘dreadfull flaughter of their Enemies, inraged at their difficulty and lofs. The Saxons 
couragioufly refilled, not fearing to ftretch out their Ereafts towards the points 
of Spears and Swords, and much of the day was fpent, when Arthur having 
drawn his Caliburn or Sword, called upon the Name of the blelfed Virgin Mary, 
and milling amongft the thickell Troops of his Enemies, whomfoever he ftruck 
lie killed without any more to doe$ neither ceafed he to flay till he had flainno 
fewer than four hundred and forty men. Here fell Colgrin and Baldulph with his 
Brother and many thoufands of Barbarians. But Cheldrick perceiving the danger 
of his Companions, was fo wife as to run away with the remainder of the Array, 
whom the King commanded Cddor the Duke of Cornwall to purfue. Finding no 
place of fecurity in ftragling Companies, they came at lall to thelfle of Lhanet, 
whither yet the Duke followed them, and never relied till Cheldrick being llain, 
the reft gave up themfelves into his Hands. 

3 5. So doth Matthew tell the tale in conformity with Geoffrey of Monmouth, who 
fetting it out at length, hath this Circumftance, that the Saxons having wafted the 
Countrey as far as the Severn Sea, thence took their way to the City of Badon, 
which they befieged: Alter that Arthur being entred then into the Province oiSo- 
merfet and perceiving what was done, animated his Souldiers to Battel, who being 
chearedup by the Benedidlion of Dubricius Archbilliop oiCaerleon, firft drove the 
Enemy up to the Hill, and the day following utterly routed them. This City of 
Badon is, as John of Tinmutb and others rightly obferve, the fame with that we 
now call Bath, to the Britains known Jby the Name of Caer Badon, as well as 
Pr Exinant Twymin, in Ptolemy called taata ©epma, in Antoninus Aqua: 

Solis, and by the Saxons Bapaiuejtep & bac B;pai:, and from Difeafed People 
which flocked to the Hot waters Acman cej-tep: In Stephanas we reade it Badica, 
and in Latin by the name of Bothnia. The Hill leemeth to be no other than 
the very fame, which now is called Bannefdown, over a little Village near this 
City which they call Bathfione, on which there are Banks and a Rampire yet 
Camden in to be feen. And the vale which runneth along the River Avon is named in Britijh 
Somerfitjhire. Naut Badon, or the Vale of Badon. As for the time wherein the Battel was fought, 

Gildas, according to the bell reading of his Text, tells us, that front that to the 
writing of hisEpiftle, had intervened forty years and one month, the Battel and 
his Nativity having fallen into the fame year. This (as Matthew of Wejtminfter 
<20 tells us) was of our Lord the DXX, with whom confents the Chronographer 0 1 
the Britains, who reckons from this Battel of Badon to the death of Arthur, two 
and twenty years. By which account Gildas mull have been born in the laid 
year DXX, and have written the Epillle, now extant, .in the year DLXIIII. vikv $ tr . 

, 6 This is the laft Battel faid to have been fought by Arthur agamlt toe Sax- Prim j, 
ons But many other Exploits are told to have been done by him, as well within/. 677- 
Aclnr flays B J itai „ as without. Hamel the Albanian, or King of Scotland, the Brother oi 
v-w ,,,8 ° f Gild,is Albanius (not Gildas whofe Epiftle we have fo much fpoken of, but one 
elder than he) a young Prince of great valour and hopes he flew, which that we 
may nottake^for arable wearetold,by one concerned for the Britijh Hi&»y,that 
in Venedotia the place is yet to be feen, which retains the memory of the Battel, 
where is erefted a great Stone bearing the Name of thefaid Howel according^™ 
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the cuftome of the Ancients of perpetuating the memory of fuch like things. But Sect 1 
Matthew of fVe/lmin/ler prefents us with a flower which grew quite m ano- 
ther Garden. He talks of one Howel or Hoel , King of the letier Brit tin, the A.l Am.c 
Sifters Son of Arthur by Dubriiius the King of the Armorican Britains. That Ar- *>*■ 5 w- 
thur having befieged fork, and- frighted thence to London by the coming ol Chel¬ 
drick with feven hundred Ships out of Germany, fent to this his Nephew to let 
him know the diftrefled condition of Rr/^»,who,underftandrag the danger where¬ 
in his Uncle Hood, with an Army of fifteen thoufand men, and the next fan- 
wind arrived at the Port of Hamon. He tells us that Arthur recieved him with joy 
and honour, becoming his Quality and Relation ; and for four years after hath 
not one word concerning him, till the year after the fight at Badon, he writes 
how Arthur received news, that the Scots and Pills had befieged him in the City 
Alchid , where he lay lick. Hereupon the Uncle with all fpced hafted to relieve 
him- which when the Enemy heard, he fled to a place called Mureif, whither Ar¬ 
thur Mowed and befieged them. But they fled out by night, and got to the 
Lake of Lumonoy ; whereupon he got four Ships together, and for fifteen days 
together befieged them in the Ifland, where being ftarved with hunger thoufands 
of them died, which moved the Bifhops of the Countrey bare foot and bare leg and 
with tears in their eyes to befeech him to have mercy on a miferable People,and per¬ 
mit them to inhabit fome portion of the Countrey, though under the Yoke of 
perpetual fervitude. Arthur, good man, overcome by- the tears of the Bifhops, 
whom all the water of the Lake could not before this mollifie, granted them par¬ 
don at their requeft. w - • . . 

3 7. Two years after this, when he had reftored Britain, you mud know,into its a / Ann ‘( 3 ' 

,, • ancient Ellate, he married a Wife called * Guenhumara (having now leifure enough t Hem ad.in. 

4 ieS to doat) one that was defeended of the Noble Stock of the Romans, and educa- S 2 ^ ^ ^ 

ted in the Houfe of the Duke of Cornwall, a Lady • furpafling in Beauty all the 533 . 

Ladies of the whole Ifland. Now doth he invite all notable Perlons from all quar- * L*ihu Ed¬ 
icts, and becomes foplealant in his Houfe, that both by putting on forfooth, and^^W; 
wearing his Armour , by fpeaking .and his demeanour, he provokes at diftant quod confide- ■ 
People to Emulation ; infomuch that the Fame of his Bounty and Honefly be- 
Then Invade, ingdivu ] ged through divers Countries, all Foreign Kings, either loved or feared UHU ’^ qil J 

r M him. And there was good reafon; now behold his exploits abroad. With a expniit s.-.ra- 

mighty Navy he firft Invaded f Ireland, the King whereof Gillamurg, for alibis f ”T 
Bravado’s, being taken Prifoner, all his Grandees wereforc’tto come and fubmit ri0> ^ ll0 j ^j., 
Holland, fate- themfelves. Then made he nothing of wafting with Fire and Sword, Holland, jugaiit^xor- 
Sf a " d ' he Juteland, and the Ifles Orcades, all which helubdued under Tribute; which done he 

rc es returned into Britain. || Here, it feems,he ftaid to breath himfelf a matter of 7 years, ultra cam, fal. 
Then calling in his mind, and could you blame, him, howto become Mailer of 
all Europe; herefolvesto begin Northward, and drive all before him. He Sails to Sneehordam, . 
Thence he * Norway, whither, when come, he finds Sichelin the King of the Countrey dead, mberniam, 
who had left Loth the Sifters Husband of Arthur his Succeffour, being his own 
Nephew, and a young Man of admirable goodnefs and beauty. As young as lie 
was, he had a Son by name Walwane, of twelve years of Age, fent to Vigilius the Wmiandtam, 
Pope to breed, from whence he received the Girdle of War. Arthur finding 
things at this pafs, having fubdued the Norwegians , advanced Loth to the Crown, diam, mn- 
and for Joy, would not follow on his Conqueft, but returned again into Britain, 

And fo for but not without a defire to conquer Gall alfo, which he mightily, yea, exceeding c ; jerre l‘ am ’ 
mightily thirfled after. His thirfl continued three years very vehement, and at Lapp.m, & 
length forced him to take the Sea to quench it, which having profperoufly paf- al ^ r „. 
fed, with no more trouble than what tile firft Penner of the Hiftory was put to, j uldS o r i C>! t.i- 
he conquered Neujlria , afterward called Normandy , and proceeding farther, wa- Us Occani ufn 
fled all the Provinces of Gall , killed Frillo a Tribune in a Duel, had lurrendred 
to him the City of Paris, and toward the Weft, conquered all Anjou, Poictou, fe .ju, t ’odat- 
Gafcoign , and every Foot of Aqultain. ** le . 

Having beaten 38. The f year following, being certainly out of breath, after he had Conquered J/LJl 
andfT' m ’ a ll hlall almoft at a bit, became to Augujlodimum or Autun, and there met with cunt cumHff- 
a"i about^he Lucius the Conful of Rome, being thence come to oppol'e him ; but he made 

he pie- thing of killing both him and all his Roman Gallants near Leugria , in a Valley^;,, 5 n f 
mtR COn " ca fl cc * (as truly) Seiji as. In the fecond year after this, the 5un was darkened mium / 
me ' from its rifing till nine a Clock, envious it ieems and not willing to behold the a ylMi ' 
Succefs of brave Arthur, who having now fubdued all the Prov inces about the m 
Alpes prepared to go to c onquer Rome. His Name by this time of day was become 537- 
mighty throughout the World, whereupon Princes came far and near to live and*- n ' 
«0 a learn 
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WV I learn under him, to berefrelhed with his facetious manner of convert But left 
you ffiould think this a wonder, you muft know all this was foretold by ^ the 
Prophet of the Britain, who affirmed, That of prefed Brmnffioi^ 

. re/ift the Cruelty offirangers. Fora * Boar of Cornwall Jhould fuccour it, and tread - 

hi Feet o* thi Necks of the Enemies, fbeljlands of the Ocean jhould be ful- 
jelled to his Power, and he jhould poffefs the Galilean Forefts The Houfe 
lus fhould tremble at his Fietcenefs, and his Exit jhould be doubt full. Buthefhould 
he celebrated in the Mouth of the People, and his Ms jhould be meat to them that fit gm,, 

Jh0Ul y). ^BuCfor aU this, heavy tidings! this Boar is-forced back again to recover 
his 3 own Stye, whilft he is in his way to take up his Quarter m the beft Palace 
Rome can afford. You muft know, that Arthur at his letting out of Britain Idcmad All 
had committed the Care thereof to Mordred his Nephew, togetherwithhisWife 54 °- 
MM u- Guenhumar. Mordred, his back being turned, ufurps; fets the Diadem;nh Hd, 
lu n» and takes Guenhumar to be his Bedfellow; joining m Confederacy with thole Sax¬ 
ons,who came in eight hundred ffiips which they fitted out Vilanv reached 

became Servants to Mordred. As foonas theNews of fo horrid Vilany reached 
the high Ears of Arthur, who had now began to climb 
the Alpes that he might get up mto Rome , the higheft Chamber of the Empire, 
out of Anger he would mount no more,but down he comes in a dump,and returns 
with the Kings of the Iflandsonely in his company toward Britain, burning with 
{uch aRagelward MoM, as all the waterinthe , 

Several P,e. as great a thirft he had upon him at tasreturn, as at togmi gout, And tt u as * 
fa^es of Mif- n0 f f or nothing, that about this time fo dreadfull a Comet appeared in \Gall, the 
chief, enfuing. c through which this King Errant paffed, that the Heavens feemedto 

be on^flame^The feme year alfo to uffier in and betoken the gore j 
ffiould beihed when doughty Arthur hid about him, true bloud dropped fr<*n 
the Clouds, a certain Houl'e was found befpnnkled vvith it, and a grie vou sMom- 
Is fet upon by lity Mowed. Noble Arthur haftingtowards Britain 

King Arthur. J R afterward called Sandwich, whom Mordred there with a great Multi 

tude*oppored, and made great daughter of fuch as attempted TO m-lps Nepheiv 
tj PrP fA|| CTilknr Aroufel the King of Albany, and Walwane the Kings NephevV, 
Butatfi g thaft r « 

very much bloud Ihed, Arthur and his ^engot toland,andfo ho^tooho^m 
fuel his Enemies, that he drove. Mtrdrei 'and his Army afterno 
1 allure ran away 'to Winchefter. This being alfo brought to the tender Ears o 
Guenhumar, without looking behind her llie ran away ^Caerleo^ tod 

under a Nuns vail, profeflingher felf a (chafe) Nun mtb^Monaftery of Julm 
the Martvr Arthur almoft mad with Anger comes to Winchefter, ana mere 
beiges Mordred • who the nextMorning is fo fawey as to fally out upon the King, 
anifdte Villain did much Mifchief; b£ for all that ftil W one pan of Legs 

to dye rather than run any more away, for he knew > « d 

way with his Sword, and removing the Enemies as he , h k like Corn 
with his word, he made moft bioudy work on t, cutting down the ranKs iik 
w Ins Sickle, nay even there where they were tire ducked and then ttoatang 
hem. What lhall wefay t The battel grows hotter and hoemr, and he Annng 
again, and founds with the very blows that and 
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- of the death of Arthur or his Burial, the Britain !for the Ex«ffive love they bear Sect i 

him contend that he ftill liveth. Heres an end of an old fong, to the tune of 
Arthur of Bradley. A Fable which deferves not confuting. Pity it was not writ 
inverfe afwell as the brave Adventures of Roland Alas, poor Arthur, th atbe 
ina greater than he both as to Royalty and Achievements, greater by far than 
*V?#r jff u e f n * unfortunate as not to have as brave a Baid to make 

hav^bc^n dipt t h e e Immortal by Yerfes dipt in Caftalian Fountain ! as brave a Tru ™P t( J 
Could L fave forth thy Virtue. Blind and bald Chanters they were indeed, who took upon 

Chen J 1 Nohdgh^of indignation can be too great againft thofe ignorant Scriblers, 
t0 £ that who by the deformed brats of their brains, have fo impofed upon an ignorant and 
blind Bard did unwar y World. May a blot lye upon their Memories, who fending their: Folh 
him Immortal h J did not c i oa th them in fuch Garments, as might difeover them to be what 

young Man, Effeminate Language, not clad m the grave, ferious and fubftantial, C th ougn 
whole Vcrtuea Ha y t a! f Hiftory. Certainly, Reader, if the Sin and Injury of a Lye 

fou s n o d brave a + confifts in this, that it takes away a Man’s Right and Liberty ofjudgingor no\^ 

Trump thy ■ whereupon he that took away the means or ways of Knowledge was laid by sm & p m ; Sj 
noble Ads | Hebrews to fteal the Heart, and the greater or more confiderable the thing is lib. 3-e. i. 
OS- whi^ftwuld be knml'n,tlw greater is thehijury, they that helve onrProgenitours, 
and take away the means ofour undetftamhng the Ongmah of our Natmns, muft 
needs beeuilty of a Theft greater than all others, in the Opinion of a generous 
Man, who by Nature it felf is ftirredup with a deftreof knowing the State of 
hL own Countrey, the condition of that ftock, whence he or his Relations are der^ 
ved. But though Britains and Englijh are moft concerned, yet hath this Injury _ 
pYfpnrfprl to 4 Foreigners who have, in reference to Arthur, in the lame manner jVide Ajanum 
£nImpofed STKt M* ffiould thus lay about Mm doe fuch wonders as %££ 
never had been done before; that he ffiould conquer both Eaftward and Southward, fbetianl ,tib. 3 . 
ffibdue Gall and pierce into Italy, andno notice of him takenby any Hiftory^of 
that time, or any time elfe till Geoffrey of Monmouth began to colledl the old Wives 
tales of his Countrey, and publilhthem in the Latin Tongue; that he ffiould goe 
andfeek work abroad, when he had fo much to doe at home, where fo many 
thoufand Saxons had taken up their Habitations, and already fetled feveral 
Kingdoms; is a thing that no ferious Man with Patience may endure to reade 

M ^Thcfe Kbmantick Talcs have produced this Eflia upon feme more wary 
minds, that the ffiadows have brought the fubftance it felf into fufpicion ; ali- 
though as we. fay there could not be lb much frnoke, but there muft hav en 
fome fire, and one || of thofe that queftions the very being of Arthur, builds his jj G enebrard 
Conjedture upon a weak Foundation, and is himfelf ini othier. ma «e rs ^ravagantly 
credulous, and obtruding. Againft this opinion poffibly too extrerne on the °- Dicit J\ eix 
ther fide it may be objected, that the Sepulchre of Arthur was found in Gla pjf pojfiinteiiigi 
^/intheReW King Henry the^ond; bein,buried 

Monks of that Monaftery wrote, in the Year DXLII. having come into thatliknd e J ti mj uaref 
of Avallonia, to have his wounds cured, as writes the fo often cited Geoffrey ot Mon- ^dhusom- 
King Arthur mout b. Nay after Geoffrey himfelf was dead and buried, the Sepulchre oi Arthur ^ 

f was found out,as feveral teftify, and might have been feen in a great Table of ^mvjhr.in 
Monaftery, whereon was written to this purpofe ;: In this 
finbury. f j }£ ja M f 0 f Avallonia, yea in this burying place of Saints, at Glaffenbury reft 

the renowned King Arthur ,the flower of the Bntiffi Kings , and Guenhumara his Qpteen. 

Who after their Departure, were honourably buried, by the old Church, betwixt two 
ftone Pyramids in time paft nobly ingraven ■ andfor many years ther ^% r fff 
C viz. fix Hundred and twenty Eight Tears ) till the time c/HenydeSoi 1 ;^ 
ms Abbat of the place after the burning of the faid Church. Now this Abbat being 
often importuned by very many Perfons, gave order to fame to dl £&} etmx /* he p y ra '. ■ 

Lids, and fee if they could,find the Bodies of the W 

before they began todigg they hung up Curtains , and furroiinded the whole Plat of 
5 ! Having digged very deep, it length they light upon a great wooden Coffin 
%ofe Jhut, which having opened, they found his Body therein with a certain leaden Crofs, 
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W , tarn under him, and to be refrelhed with his facetious manner of converfe. But left 
ycufliould think this awonder, you muft know all thisiwas foretoldby Merlm the 
Prophet of th e Britain, whoaffinned, That ofpreJTed 
. rjde CrueltyojStrangers. Fora ^ " 

hi Feet on the Necks of the Enemies. Fhe lJlanJs of the OceanJhmld le f,l- •%«*» 
jelled to his Footer, and he fioultl pofefsthe Galilean Forejls 

lus fbould tremble at his Fietcenefs, andhisExi fhoaldledtultfull. But he fhotld y,,,,^ 
1 , celebrated in the Month of the People, and his Ms fhould he meat to them that r« 

^30. But, for all this, heavy tidings! this Boar is-.forced back again to recover 
his 3 otvn Stye, whilft he isin his way to take up his Quarterm the beft Palare 
Rome can afford. You mult know, that Arthur at his femng am of Britain u md A , 
had committed the Care thereof to Mordred hh Nephew, t^ether with h s Wife 54 °* 
MordredM. Guenhumar. Mordred , his back being turned, ufurps; fets the Diadem lOIJL hl ® H ^» 

'“I'i- an d takes Guenhumar to be his BedfeUow; joining in Confederacy with thole i<x- 
»«,whocame in eight hundred Ihips which they j fitted 

became Servants to Mordred. As foonas the News of fo horrid Vilany reached 
the high Ears of Arthur, who had now began to climb ^f-^XL^mpirr. 
the Aloes that he might get up mto Rome, the higlieft Chamber of the fcmpire, 
out of Anger he would mount no more,but down he comes m a dump,and returns 
with the Kings of the Iflandsonely in his company toward 
fuch a Rage toward Mordred, as all the water, inthe Sea could 1 no ^ en ^ 

Several Pre- a s great a thirft he had upon him at hisreturn, ts at hjs femng out And t was 5 ,, 

fanes Of Mif- n0 f f or nothing, that about this time fo dreadfull a Comet appeared m Gall, the 
Coumreytlirough which this King Errant palled that the Heavens famed to 
be on a flame The fame year alfo & ulher in and betoken the gore bloud, which 
iliould be lhcd when doughty Arthur kid about him, true bloud dropped from 
the Clouds a certain Houle was found befprinkled with it, and a grievous Morta- 
is fet upon by ,| ty Mowed. Noble Arthur hailing towards Britain revived 
King Arthur. J R afterward called Sandwich, whom Mordred there with a great Multi 

tude oppofed, and made great (laughter of fuch ^tempt^^onta 
Here fell valiant Aroufel the King of Albany, and Walrnne the Kings Nephew, 

Butat fengthafter vaft P— 
very much bloud Ihed, Arthur and his Men got tc.land, and 

and the Villain did much Mifchief; but for all that ftill thought one pan: ot Legs 

verai bioudy v i- fr.„j onr i f u P pinder of Wakefield~) when Arthur rallied, not lil 

way with his Sword, and removing the Enemies as he c the ranks like Com 

them. What fhall wefay I The battel grows hot “ a "i hot SvSkto ttaTral 
X Mmtaffcf a"lta the"mdps Cheldrick, Elaph, IghMeM 
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—-of the death of Arthur or his Burial, Sccti 

him contend that he ftill liveth. Here’s an end of an old fong, to the tune of 
Arthur of Bradley. A Fable which deferves not confuting. Pity it was not writ 
inverfe afwell as the brave Adventures oi Roland Alas, poor Arthur, thatbe- 
in* greater than he both as to Royalty and Atchievements, greater by ^r than 
Aoi. (Imnldft he fo * unfortunate as not to have as brave a Baid to make 
hwbcendipt theJlmmortal by Verfesdipt in Caftalian Fountain! as brave a Tnimp to found 
in cS L £ forth thy VirtuI Blind and bald Chanters they were indeed, who took upon 

$Sc° f m the ™ t Noh b eight t of indignadon can be too great againft thofe ignorant Scriblers, 
t0 £ that who by the deformed brats of their brains, have fo impofed u P°n an jgnorant and 
blind Bard did unwar y World. May a blot lye upon their Memories, who fending, their Fol. 
hini Immortal b / did notcloath them in fuch Garments, as might difcover them to be what 
% k y e verfes J&y were. Courfeenough indeed their 

SS dW ***** ^ TvcS 7trae a Sr£t& 

Conquerour a p oetic fc figment. Let it dance on fix or feven Feet, and jingle with Rlthm 
,0 o fortunate every turn, § or befet out with the party-coloured C^^^^ 

young Man, Effeminate Language, not clad in the grave, ferious and fubftantial, yn°ug“ 
whofe Vertues r n jt y t 0 f ai f Hiftory. Certainly, Reader, if the Sin and Injury of a Lye 
*"g bravn a 3 in this, that it takes away a Mans Right and Liberty ofJuta^ vf e 
Trump thy • - whereupon he that took away the means or ways of Knowledge was laid by Blli & p M ii, 
«f h A ** thliXSw deal the Heart, and the greater or more confidcrable the thing 

Ind ate away the meam ofour underftambng the Otigmals of out Nations,^ niuft 
needs be guilty of a Theft greater than all others, in the Opinion of a generous 
Man who by Nature it felf is ftirred up with a defire of knowing the State of 
his own Countrey, the condition of that ftock, whence he or his Relations are deri¬ 
ved. But though Britains and Englijh are moft concerned, yet hath this Injury _ 
extended to f Foreigners, who have, in reference to Arthur, in the fame manner \VideAknum 
been impofed on. That Arthur Iliould thus lay about him, doe fuch wonders as Merlini Pro- 
never had been done before,- that he Iliould conquer both Eaftward and Southward, fhetia; n,iib. 3 . 
fubdue Gall and pierce into Italy, and no notice of him taken b yany Hiftorianof 
that time, or any time elfe till Geoffrey of Monmouth began to colled! the old Wives 
tales of his Countrey, and publilhthem in the Latin Tongue; that he Ihould goe 
andfeek work abroad, when he had fo much to doe at home, where fo many 
thoufand Saxons had taken up their Habitations, and already fetled feveral 
Kingdoms; is a thing that no ferious Man with Patience may endure to reade 

° r 4^ r *Thefe Bjomantick Tales have produced this Effelft upon feme more wary 
minds, that the ftadows have brought the fubftance it felf mto fufpicion ; aJl- 
though as we fay there could not be fo much frnoke, but there muft have been 
fome*fire, and one || of thofe that queftions the very being of Arthur builds his „ c hrAri 
Conjecture upona !eak Foundation, and is himfelf in other matters extravagantly inc^. 
credulous, and obtruding. Againft this opinion pollibly too extreme on theo- Dicit J 9 Be ‘ lt 
ther fide it may be objected, that the Sepulchre of Arthur was found in Glaffen- ^ffe imlligi 
W in the Reign of King Henry the Second; being buried there, as one of the figm 
Monks of thatMonaftery wrote, in the Year OXUL havingcome int^ extittf&uare* 

of Avallonia, to have his wounds cured, as writes the fo often cited Geoffrey oi Mon- qmutUmm. 
King Arthur mut h. Nay after Geoffrey himfelf was dead and buried, the Sepulchre oi Arthur ^ 
ciKf was found out,as feveral teftify, and might have been feen in a great Table of th*Vi<kvffer.in 
b«kdS/-Monaftery, whereon was written to this purpo 

finlwry. the jn a Jof Avallonia, yea in this burying place of Saints, at Glaflenbury reft 
the renowned King Arthur, the flower of the Bntiffi Kings, and Guenhumara his Q&een. 

Who after their Departure, were honourably buried, by the old Church, betwixt two 
ftone Pyramids in time faft nobly ingraven • and for many years th ” e t ™U e P™ 

( viz .fix Hundred and twenty Eight Tears ) till the time of Hen ry de Soil i-xvho 
Lr Abb.it of the place after the burning of the faid Church. Now this Abbat being 
often importuned by very many Terfons, gave ordertofame to dhgletwixtthe Pyra¬ 
mids, Id fee if they could find the Bodies of the forementiotfed King and 
before they began todigg they hung up Curtains , and furrohnded the whole Plat of 
Zund. Having digged very deep, at length they light upon a great wooden Coffin 
dofe flut, which having opened , they found his Body therein with a certain leaden Crofs, 
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i. in one part of which was written , Here lies buried renowned King Arthur, in the 

Ifland of Avallonh. Then opened they the Queens Grave and found her Hair di- Avaioni* !7 
Jhevelled , and lying alout her fhoulders, as if jhe had been but neivli buriedwhich diail c/hi/ 
yet upon touch jell all to Afhes. The Abbat and Convent with great joy, and the tjffffj 
greatejl honour imaginable, took thence their Reliques, and befioived them-; in the quod pjffff 
greater Church, in a Tomb which within was divided into two parts, and without l? nat >V li *i 5 - 
nobly cut in a Rock, viz. the King’s Body by it felf at the Head of the Tomb, a:dpLiT&t 
the Queen in the Eaftern part thereof, over which they caufed to be written, their dlj 
fr-'erd Epitaphs. . •• • 

■ dam rerntmi 

Hints .quondam di.minatore. Item .filet antiquith locus tile Britannice did Tnys gttyclrin, hoc ejl bifida vinca, prefix 
Amr.em, fiil. qttafi vitrei colons in marifio circiimfluentcm: 13 cb hoc diBa ejl foftmodum d Saxonibus terrain occufmtibm 
lingua corum Glaflonia, Glas enim Angtice vel Saxonice vitrum fionat. Girald. Cambrcnfi in Specul. Ecclejl dijlincl. 2 . c. 9 . 


4V The Abbat, by whom thefe Bodies were found, was Henry Soliacenjis de* mc i M «dr. 
Soily or Sully, and by fome called Suinefius ( not Henricus Blefenfis, the Nephew ! 
of Henry the Firfl, as Leland miftook, confounding them together) who was 
made Ahbat after the burning of the Church of Glaffenbury, which happened in QlP n , mm 
the Year MCLXXXIV. afterward Biihop of Worcefler, and died in the Year, S*«. 
MCXCV. He it was that placed their Reliques in a Marble Monument, and dmimie 
on it two * Difticks for Epitaphs. But more than this Giraldas Cambrenfis, defcrifces JFCmt'ma 
the Bones of Arthur to us in this manner, having been Ihewn them by the Ab- biecJjm 
'1 he dimen- bat of the place, together with the leaden Crofs lately mentioned. The Bone of 
Eociy. 01 h ' S bis Leg reared up by the Leg of one of the talleft men (as the Abbat experimen- fTmm 
ted before the Authours face) and placed by his foot upon the ground, was higher culosmm- 
than the mans knee full three fingers. His Skull was prodigioujly large and thick, yflJlF 
fo that between the Eyes and the Eye-brows one might lay their hand. In it appeared all factoids, 
ten wounds or more, all which, one great one excepted, which gaped very wide, and 
was onely mortal, were grown up and cicatrized. As for the leaden Crofs he a 
that upon a broad Jl one, feven foot within the Earth, and three foot higher than PrinctfisiS 
the Sepulchre of Arthur was found fuchaCrofs, not infer ted into the upper, but ra- S £ff° u Ec:lc ' 
ther the nethermoft part of the Stone, having thefe Letters ingrave d , Hie jacet fe-fSecmdsdi:- 
pultus inclytus Rex Arthurius in Infula Avallonia cum Weneveria uxore fua f fecun- ta mieri tf 
da. This very Crofs being taken from the Stone he faw, being Ihewn it by th 
laid Abbat Henry, and read thefe Letters. But in this Infcription, the five Jaft almmabAr- 
words feera fome way to be added, for they are not to be found in the Monk of 
Glaffenbury, who tells this ftory in the very words of Girald, nor were they to be tfFducU, "' 
feen in the Crofs it felf, which was preferved in the Treafury of the Church of <pm abk- 
Glaffenbury, till the dilTolution of the Monaftery which * Leland himfelf with moil Zmlcft 
curious Ec es, and careful! Fingers viewed and handled, moved both by the anti- raptsm tut An. 
quity and dignity of the objed. It confifled of a piece of Lead abtiut a foot long, Di f- Ex Cj - 
and in Large Roman Letters, but ill cut, contained thefe words, Hie jacet fepul- 
Which was tus inclytus Rex Arturius in Infula Avalonia. To conclude this Bufinefs, thefe Re- tmtvffcrim. 
thneof»«2 liques were found in the days of Henry the Second, about the Year of our Lord f 
a. d. 1 1S9."" MCLXXXIX. which may check the opinion of thofe who believed there never tilnTxorfa- 
wasfuch a Man (the Man we admit of, but the Romantick (lories of him we cujus i« 
abominate) and had it been known earlier, might have prevented that ridiculous 
humour of the Britains, who thought him ftill alive many hundreds of years af- mulm (qmm 
ter, and that fo confidently, that ihould any Man have faid in the flreets in ■\Ar-f mnt l iresc ^ 
morica or Little Britain , that he was dead, he Hnould have had the ftones immedi- TesinTfi 
ate flying about his Ears. 1 futures mk- 

lirreed sAr 44 * Arthur being ready to dye, is faid to have left the Diadem of Britain to his TlTmfio- 
r eiS/ ” Kinlman Conflantine, the Son of Cador, the Duke of Cornwall, who the year fol- «/>/»«« 
lowing had the better of the two Sons of Mordred, who rofe up againft him, and HeforBtc- 
purfued them fo dole, that one of them he flew at Winchefter, in the Church of ZlatUi- 
St. Amphibalus before the Altar, and the other at London , where he was hid in a iLfis un¬ 
certain Monaftery. In the third year they will have Conflantine flain, and buried ff'dindm *- 
at Stoneheng, or the Chorea Gigantum, to whom fuccecded Aurelius Conanus, and ff/ttfer. 
held the Monarchy of the whole Ifland, being a young man very well inclined, p. 120. 
and every way worthy of a Diadem, onely too great a lover of Civil Wars* lor ‘ffAa 
lie imprifoned his Uncle who Ihould have reigned after Conflantine, and having 4 aims & 
flain his two Sons, obtained the Kingdom. Geoffrey writes that he died in the le- bifilii. t ^ 
cond year of his Reign, and that Wortipor obtained the Monarchy, who diligent- 
ly and peaceably Governed the People four years, which done, he left his place An. 54* 

to 
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to Malgo. But here Geoffrey and his Companions cannot agree about their Ver- Seer. i. 
did; for whereas he gives to the Reign of Aurelius Conanus, fcarcely two years, 

Matthew of Weftminfter allows him no fewer thaw two or three and .thirty, and 
gives but three to Vortiporius. But both their Accounts are true alike, while they 
make them to fucceed one another in theMonarchy of Britain, juft like tlmThcopbilus 
of Antioch, who makes thofe Kings to have fucceeded one another in one and the fame 
Kingdom;which Afo/ej writes to haveGoverned feveral forts of People.For Gildas fpeaks 
to them all perfonally, as living and reigning at the fame time,in feveral Parts of the f- 
fland,and whereas they call Conflantine Monarch of Britain, he terms him Tyrant of 
Damnonia or Cornwall. Malgo. whom he calls Maglocunus, the laftinthe Catalogue, 
being another Regains in Venedotia or the Northern Wales, to the Cambro Bri¬ 
tains being known by the name of Maelgun Guineth, as he whom they cal! Av.re- 
Scvcrat Kings lius Conanus, but Gildas Caninus rather, is by thefe Writers called Kyn.m Wledic, 

„r Tyrants f 0 \ s y 0 rtiper Gwyrthefyr. As Conflantine reigned in Damnonia, and Malgo \nVe- 
fheT t0Se " xedotia, fo Vortipor in Demmetia, South-wales, as Carmarthen, Pembroke and Car¬ 
digan fhires-,2Xt& Aurelius Conanus, as is conjedured,in Powis or fome other Province. 

4j. Geoffrey did like our late Writers of Romances , who take fome real 
Subjed, fome certain Perfons for the Bafis of their work, but cloath thefe Perfons 
with fuch circumftances, add fo much of their own Invention, that in their ftory 
there’s hardly one fentence of truth. Finding all thefe Names in Gildas, and wan- De fiuccejfin- 
ting Succeffours for his Arthur, whom he refolved to extend to the feventh Ge- bl ffimTLn 
iteration, out of this ftore he refolved to furnifli himfelf, not fetting them all at ‘Z/tur, 
one time as Gildas doth; but making them fucceed one another in the Monarchy: tribuenseisufij, 
which thing Gildas overthrows in that he calls Conflantine no Monarch but Ty- 
rant, or Regulus of Damnonia. In like manner, by either a wilful 1 miftake, Or nan Biitan- 
otherwife came the ftory of the Church of St. Amphibalus. Gildas wrote that m . £ Mwwr - 
Amfhibalum conflantine flew two Boys of Royal Bloud ,fub fantli Abbat is amphibalo, that is un- ZlrZjL 
5 ’ der the Gown-coat or Yeftment of the Holy Abbat; for that Amphibalim was a Vide c.Jbf- 
fort of outward Veil or Garment, worn by Clerks and Monks, is very certain, 
hairy on both fides, fo that it was doubtfull which was the outward or inward will, vjf™ 
fide of it, whence it had its Name. Now Geoffrey from this place frames a Tale »**' fit '*-.. 
of the Martyr Amphibalus and his Church at Winchefter. Hence came the very 
text of Gildas to be corrupted fo, that in fome Copies was written^ fantlo Ab¬ 
late Amphibalo, particularly in thofe which Polydore Virgil followed in his Edi¬ 
tion of this Authour. Hence alfo came the Fidfon of the New Amphibalus Gime- 
nus, Abbat of the Abby of Amphibalus the Martyr at Winchefter, faid to have 
written an Epiftle concerning this horrid fad to Gildas, as John Ball, and from 
him Pirfceus would have us believe. In like manner from fome things charged 
upon thefe particular Princes by Gildas , he has raifed particular ftories. From his 
charging Aurelius with Paricides, and his being a lover of Civil War, he raifed 
that of his Imprifoning his Uncle, and killing his two Sons. Gildas calls Maglo¬ 
cunus Infularis Draco, and a depofer of many Tyrants, another Saul, being taller 
than any other of the Britijh Captains; and farther adds, that he was as it were 
drunk with the Wine that was prefled from the Sodomitical Grape. Lib. u c.j. 

46. Hence Geoffrey tells us, that his Malgo was the moft beautifull Perfon of all 
Britain, that he was the depofer or driver away of many Tyrants, larger than 
others, and moft famous for goodnels. Becaufe Gildas calls him an Ifland Dragon, 
he tells you that he obtained the whole Ifle, and moreover, adds fince other com¬ 
provincial Ifles to his Dominion, viz. Ireland, Ifland, Godland, the Orcades, Norwey 
and Dacia, having conquered them, by moft cruelly Fought Battels. And becaufe 
the fame Authour ufed this expeffion, that he was Wet or Drunk with Wine, 
prefled out of a Sodomitical Vine, he reprefents him to you as guilty of Sodomy; 
whereas Gildas meant a general or univerfal heap of Sins and Iniquity, thephrafe firm. 23. 9t 
being taken from the Prophet and elfewhere, which he had formerly allb ufed to &ut. 32.3, 
fet forth the wickednels of Conflantine. As for Cuneglafus, it’s a wonder hepafthim ^ 2 " 
over, for he, might have filled up fome room in the Monarchical Catalogue,* ( a j 
its to be feard, the Copy of Gildas he law had not his Name, there being no Me- Cambr. ih- 
mory ofhimintheBritilh Hiftory. But in reference to Maglocunus or Maglo, we find 
elfewhere, that under his Government a dreadful! epidemical Difeafe raged through- apudvtpZ 
out (A j Cambria or Wales, called the Tellow Plague, by the Britains TGall Veleu, in Primcrd. 
from the yellow colour of thofe that were infe&ed, but by the (F) Centuriators fu)r e „ t A 
Morbus Regius, or the Kings Evil, as the Iclerus or Jaundice, is fometimes named c. 10 m ‘ ’ 
by Phyficians. As for his Uncle, whom Gildas writes, that he flew in his youth, ( c 1 v ff r ‘<n 
he is by others called (c) Cathwallain, after whofe death he Invaded the Kingdom cknmUr s 
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- Tfvenedotia In conformity with this his ravenous and cruel Difpofitxon he is faid 

efpecially ofSt JS^Se’sfS^L iU, l"*£gS&j. 

C/fa new ^SuW. «*»*• tfSSfc 

^LoiVmdotia. But afterwards ^f”"f 0 f d ^LMXI atout eleve„S,““ 
581 made King of the Britain, at the year of pur Lord DLXXX 1 about e,e 

years after the death of Gill*, the Complarner, who dred at or about the >“W ( . 

570 ^^^At this time he is therefore thought to 

bimBMm in General,theform1 of 

ZToi BrLh Sd afthf ftint of death to tlreUarned Antwerp*. Arabm 

-strafe 

«.-■ h^colkd^that^amlrL'or b^^rt^ras then divided after tlwDeftru^io^f5ri-^«^aNfr 

“'T 7/"Slycau“dW the Hta rfffoa 

whence may eafily Roderick the Great; who obtained the Monarchy (b) Amkr 

8 the year DCCCXLIII, and dividing it into three Parts, left it 

843 ot Cambria, &out tne ye ^ his eldeft, he affgned Guy- 

fo to be poflefled by his three - El( j e {f) poivys, and to Cadelh his youngeft 

„M “f““^ f w ¥" 1 Xfeptopie“^ DebUlard, that is the Right part or 
with the blelling of th as Welch at tliis day, herein imitate the Hebrews, G«;rPo«% 

South ason 

Hand. M.A*** 

was accounted much the worft. T the Government, while the Pofterity oi'ffffZf’ 

zzssr&lrs&ffli *w - »» 

” SK^SSSSSSferJe' 
“•Ss-HtS. 

thanhey fXmt amongft tfaemfcl^ thefr feveral 

Heart of the Land, fo now alfo they g ^ 00t much here to mention, 

Reguli or Tyrants, the Names of wh chiefly the oppofition they made 

and the Afls of whom as r^M ^ driven! ,h a t called C«to 

Some into againft the Englijh. their Language called Cymbri, and Wales, by 

wxx'sts, 

=a?. y 4 j- ^i'aa 

S’S&Sd tgtXXy call by that Name, as all rhingsftrange or Ex- 
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tic k iVjl/he : The Wallons in the Low Countries, the Walhchians upon the Danube Sect, I. 
'have hence received their Denominations. At firft they feized, and folely inha- 
. bitcd ail tliis Region. Afterward it began to be inhabited by the EM, as far as 
the Ditch of Offal with whom they had innumerable Skirmiihes, andcontefts till 
the days of William the Conquerour, under whole Son Henry feme Flemmings r, 
who had been driven out of their own Countrey by Inundation of the Sea, recei¬ 
ved Roffe, a Province of Demetia, to inhabit, and notwithftanding all the Princes 
of Wales could doe, moft valiantly defended themielves, and ftill preftrve their 
Language and Cuftoms,different from the Britains. Afterward the Englijh growing 
bv Degrees upon them, feized feveral other Parts of the Countrey, and length 
brought them into full fubjedion,upon which we muff not now dilate, but tliofe 
that inhabited this Countrey, the Engliih &rxc/« called Wrfr t c« BntiJhlVelJb. 

,,, Anmlipr fnrt- thev termed Ocjinjealej- from Cornwall, in Latin Cornavia, ‘bt iibs m 
2 ST in the Language into which a h°^ er P art °jj ^ Remnants GJpealey. 

Britains were driven. Thcfealfo ufe the Britifli Tongue, all their wo ds olmoft 
being radically the fame with the Weljb ; but in contexture of Speech, theydo 
a little differ. Befides thefe Countries, we are farther told by the.Learned Anti- 
870 quary lately mentioned, that till about the year of Our LordDCCCLXX, thefe 
Parts lying about Carlile and Galloway it felf as far as the River Cluda, were pof~ 
fefled by the Britains, at which time being forely laid at by the Scots, Danes and 
Engliih, and at length Conjlantine their King being killed in Anaudra, they were 
conflrained to betake themielves to their Countrey men in Wales, where they beat 
out the Engliih, which had feized on the Countrey fegema, ( by the Latins called 
Igenia, but Tegengel by the Weljb, that is Tegenia of the &&W) lyi !i g , be ^ V1X # C 
the River Dee and Conway. They founded a Kingdom by the Weljb called Strat- Lbuyim quo 
cluyd [a), from the River Cluda, on whofe banks they fate down j for by the word^A-26. 
Strat (b) added to a River, they underhand the trad of ground lying upon or (y )A j 1rianc 
adjoining to the laid River, as Strati Aly», Strad Towy, and the like. Here they W/- 
had often great bickering with the Englijh, till at length Dumvallvn, the laft of then rumc ™r 
Princes, delpiftng his Principality went to Rome, at fuch time as the Danes by their (bjitafid ah- 
071 Inrodcs, forely afftided thelfland about the year DCCCLXXI. where he lhorty®f««w, 
afterdied. Such alternative Succeffions were there in the places, whither the WM-TJ 2 Sr 
were driven,though as we e’er now fignified,for the main they polielled the whole » Ri fum 
Countrey called Wales, efpecially that toward the North viz. Guynedhia by 
tin writers corruptly called Venedotia. As for the other called Dehenbartb by them, ^ on ^ no a j l t ~ 
and Southwales by us,' the Englijh having palled the River Severn by degrees fei- can Mi 
zed on all the Land betwixt it, and the River Vaga. So that all Hertfordshire, d >^- 
and that anciently called the Danijh wood, and Glocefterjhire with a great Part ot 
Worcejlerjhire and Shropjhire, are though beyond the River Severn, this day inha¬ 
bited by the Englijh. 7 . r , , 

yo This River, together with Dee of old, divided Cambria from the other part 
of Britain, called Lhoegria, and fome do farther oblervc, that all the greater 
Towns which are built upon their Eaftem Banks, were firft railed for this very 
end, to reftrain the Irruptions of the Cambrians, or Weljh into Lhoegria, like as 
the Romans very politickly ereded very ftately Cities upon the Weftern Banks oi 
the Rhine, to hinder the Inrodes of the Germans into Gall, and thelaft Wall whicli 
the Britains made, was . by the Advice of the Romans , drawn by confiderable 
Towns the more to ftrenghthen it. But to purlue our bufinefs, thefe Countries 
lately mentioned,together with fome Corners of Flint and Denbigh,were in times paft 
lubjedt to the Kings of the Mercians, and to this day the Inhabitants of them are 
known to the Weljh by thefe words, Guyry Mers, or the Men of Mercia. For 
770 Offa the 1110ft potent King of the Mercians,zs we hinted before in the > ear DCCLXX, 
to diftinguilh, and fence his Limits from tliofe of the Cambrians , caufed to be 
digged a very deep Ditch with an high Wall upon it from the Mouth of Dee, a 
little above Flint Caftle, through moft high Mountains, as deep Vallies, Fenns, 

Rocks and Rivers for an Hundred Miles, as far as the Mouth of the River Vaga. 

This Ditch retaining its old Name, (for by the Britains it’s ftill called Claudh Offa, 
or the Ditch of Offa) is clearly yet to be leen in all thefe Quarters ■ and almoft 
all the Cities and Towns feated on the Eaftern fide of it, have their Names ending 
in Ton or Ham which makes it evident, that in old time Saxons there did inha¬ 
bit. Yet again the Cambrians or Weljb ,releated themfelves beyond the Ditch (on 
this fide as we write) in all places toward Lhoegria or England, and the Inhabitants 
of thefe parts in their own Language are called Cymbri, in the pronouncing of which 
word the force of the letter h is fcarcely to be perceived. 
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— : So much as to the Places into which our poor diftrefled Britain. r, were 

driven within the Ifland, now having mentioned their Language, it were conve- 
ment to fpeak a little to it. And a little muft be fpoken by one who cannot 
of «he L- " cak it at all, and has but little acquaintance with it. That it was the fame 
f.uiis the fame . of the old qMs , I am Hill perfwaded both for the Reafons I have given 

v.»hthe G.ills. H _ fto ofthe f rankSt and alfoupon fartherconftderation. Of Brennus, and 

his Exploits all who are meanly ftudied in Antiquity have read, and that lie and 
his were Galls, is the Opinion of the bell. Authours, both Greek _and Latin. Now 
it may be proved, that they either fpake the Bntijh Tongue it felf, or that which 
differed a little from it in Dialed. Paufanias tells us, that in their Language they 
called an Horfe Marcha, and the way of their ferving in war each with his two 
fervants, fo that they made three Horfe, Trimarchifia. Now the Britain* at 
this day call three in the Mafculine gender Tri, in the Feminine fair, and an Horfe 
they know by the Name of March ; yet this agrees alfo with the Teutomck, where- 
r in Tree or Thre is ufed in the fame fenfe, as alfo Mare anciently to denote the 
1,1 fc , ve - a \ whole Species of that Noble Animal. But afterward the fame Authour affirms 
appear" ° ' thefe Galls, in their language, to have termed their Shields, Tyran , and a Tar- 
set now with the Weljh is no other than Tanam. Farther Athenaus writes, that 
the Remainders of the Galls under Condud of Bathanatius , feated themfelves up¬ 
on the River Jfter, and afterwards divided themfelves into two Parts, whereol one 
named Scordi/ci planted in Hungary , and the other feized by the Nameoi Brenm 
on part of the Alpes near the Mountain Bremer us m the Comtrey of Tiroi ; and 
Apian calls all thefe by the Name of Cymbri. Now Bathynad m Weljh Unifies a 
Formed Judge • for Bath is Form, and Tnadajudge that obtains the fecond place 
from the King himfelf, for Brennus being dead, this man they chofe for their 
Captain. Befides, Tfcar in Britijb is to Separate, and Tfcaredic is the fame as S* 
parated, whence thatpartof the Mr which feparated it felf and departed from 
the reft was called Tfcaredic, and thence came the Name of Scordijct. The 0- 
ther preferved the Name of their former Leader Brennus. Now Brynn in Britijb 
iienifiesan Hill or Mountain, whence he had probably his Name, and fo had Bren- 
nerus the Mountain in the Alpes. It’s reported that the Gatheh or Info , wlien 
from Cantabria they wandred up and down the Seas to find them out new Habi a- 
tions called all Britains by the Name of Bremach , from that Famous Captain, 
and lo ftill by that very Name they call them. Yet can I not Relieve that Brea¬ 
ms was a Britain, though he and his followers be called Cymlri and this word 
agrees with that very Name whereby the Weljh at this day call themfelves, as M** 
feme earned men of that Nation would have it. But this ftrengthens the opmion^ 
wehave ellewhere delivered, that the old Galitch and Britijb Languages differed 

not except in Dialed!. .. T j f/» Grm A- 

" We {hall onely make two or three more Remarks upon this Language, and cim n(lim i 
And in the be-^ diiinifsit, as is agreeable to our general Defign. One Letter it hath peculiar, ■ 

nr SSOt wlftch commonly they write with LL two of thefe, but the more learned ^ 
Lh or L with a point under it, which is better. The Spaniards indeed ufe a c «, k 
double LL, and the Germans Lh , as in the Names of Lhodomck and Lhothair but ^ 
neirlter of them hath the force of that whereof we write. Poffibly the Inhabi- 

the Spaniards expreffing it by //, but this is but a ^ ft* 

4 Conjedture and uncertain; however this of the Weljh is pronounced with a fliarp 

kind of hilling, the Letter L being pronounced with a ftrong afpiration, the 
Tongue beinf with feme violence thruft upon the Teeth half ffiut, and the Lips 
remaining unmoved, a'matter not to be learnt but by long pradice. For^ Con- 
fonant they ufe F, as in the Teutonick Language they are ufed promifcuoufl}. 

Befides the five Vowels which the Latines had, they have(two others, therein 
imitating the Greeks ; hereof one is written with a double Vhy the Vulgar, or 
with a Ingle prick underneath by the Learned, and hath a found not much dif¬ 
ferent from the Roman V ; or rather is pronounced in tlie fame manner as the 
more fimple fort were wont to pronounce the LatineO. The laft both of Vox¬ 
els and Letter is T, and hard to be pronounced. &, X, and 2 , are not neceffa- 
ry to write their words ; and inftead of K , they ufe C. They have many Diph- 
thonas in which, both the Vowels, or three together, as fometimes it happen¬ 
ed! either retain their full found, or at leaft feme part of it. 

cl As to the peculiar Idiome of the Tongue, this is very remarkable, that as 
the Gmck and Laiin have their Variations of Speech, and Cafes at the ends of 
their words • on the contrary, this of the Britains fuffers this change of Let 
ter^at the begfening ; whereby it hath happened that in the Names of Pences, 
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--—I i ~„a ni-lier tlilno's very learned men have erred by reafon of their ig; Scdt. I. 

n ° C^ath 'thre^Variatf^is^n^lw Comexture^f Speech, ^o^avoid'a^difameeable 

1 

Nh, and C, \ .. „. , fMafculine) Ben: With the Head, a phen: i nc . mt Bn- 

ryL, So that of this Wrirgtaa,™ = 

all thefe Variations hen, /**«*«£ j° cjuAd, 'Im^StSST, 

F From Love' makes Ogariad, with love, achariad: my love Fynghariad. Farther, 

n vi r»' nnA c hpincr Radicals have their Variations alio: as Bara , Bread ; mutenm- 

L"’ OfiS, C'vhlre F hath the force of rConfomnt)^ Bread fy 

And as B is’ changed into jFand M, fo is D, into D, DH, and N, as Dm the A ame f cipioDiHioli i 

Mmizhtv God and pronounced as the French pronounce their Dm, makes from atiise- 

God ,0 Dim: my God,% nun. But for G, in the firft place it fai: 

turned into NG: as' Gur fignifying a Man, makes from a Man, 0 ur . my Man, wiaunr. 
fImut Befides thefe, L, M, and Ph, Met but one Mutation: as Lyfur , « Book, BnuUfi* 
Sth from a Bock, 0 lyfyr. Mm, the IJlmJMm, 

0 Fon: and Rufayn,Rome, makes from Rome, ORufayn. The relt eitner are ne mmbutio M 
ver Radicals as D, F, th, L, R; or elfeare never changed, as Ph, Ch, AT and o. PoJai „ Br y- 
ThiK much may fuffice to fpeak of the genius of the Language, and thus much 
the rather to put feme upon enquiry, whether any fuch footiteps o n ^ wain Lun . 

may be foundof the ancient Gallick, which if it may, would abundantly confirm ddn . 
us in this belief, that they were the fame. That this Language received feme lm- 
preflion and Alteration from that of the Romans, we muft not doubt, confidenng 
how many hundreds of years they lived in the Iffand, although not fo much as 
thofe of fuch Countries as were neareft unto Italy. This is clearly to be perceived 
ftill in feveral words, as Cariad, Dm, Gur or Vr and Lyfur, lately mentioned, 

7 air Tri , that word whereby they exprefs the Eaft and many others. And that 
as it received feme Impreflion from the Latin, fo likewife did the Latin from it, 
and a barbarous Latin was here of both made in Britain, as the Modern French 
or Gallick Baftard Latin in the Countrey of Gall, and the Spani/h and Italian m 
the other Countries. But the diftance of the Romans from the Ifland, and con- 
fequently the weaknefsof Commerce, were caufes that it could not be foconlide- 
rable, (as neither the Impreffion made upon the Britijb) and their departure fo 
clearly out of the Ifland, procured the extinguiffiment thereof. . 

<4. Thus in our Comment upon the Text of Gild.is, have we feen the Britains 
b'animed to the Mountains, and a little confidered their condition there. We muft 
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remember he writes how feme committed themfelves to the mercy of the Sea, 
and fought for Ihelter and habitation beyond that Element. It s the general Opi¬ 
nion that they feated themfelves in Armorica in Gall. That that Countrey was 
feized by Britains, a Colony as it were ofthe Inhabitants of this Ifland, both the 
Name of Britain the Lefs, and the Language of that People fufficiently demon- 
ftrate (for that this Britain was denominated from that, *s an idle Dream and de- 
ferves not confuting) but at what time, and upon what occafion, it s not foeaue 
to determine. The firft mention we find of the Britains in Armorica, is about the M c.M- 
year CCCCLXI, about thirty years after that the Anglo-Saxons were called out of ^dcBri- 
Germany into Britain • for at that time Manfuetus, a Biihop of the Britains, lublcri- Arm- 
bed to the firft Council of Tours amongft other Prelates of France and Armorica. In i teams. 
the ninth year after this, thefe new Inhabitants of Gall perceiving the drift of the 
Weftern Goths to feize the moft fertile Provinces of Anjou and Poittou, werefore- 
folute as to make head againft them, and to them the Franks were much beholden, 
for they chiefly hindred the Goths from pofleffing themfelves of the whole Coun¬ 
trey. For againft them they fided with Anthemius the Emperour, and Arnandus was sUonim Ayd- 
condemned of Treafon for giving Council by Letter to ther King of the Goths,to let 
upon the Britains dwelling upon the River Loir, and difiwadmg to make Peace HiCadR ga em 
with the Greek Emperour, whereby they might divide <*?//between the Goths and Gotbomm 
Burgundians. Sidonius Apollinaris to Riothenius his Friend (whom Jornandes na- 
meth Ring of the Britains) complains that thefe Britains were a kind of People f.Kcm cum 
Witty and fubtile, 'Warlike, Tumultuous , and in regard of their Valour, Number, Gtmo imp. 
and Intelligence with one another, Jlubborn. Riothenius being afterward fent for ^ritanmsfu- 
by Anthemius , went to him with a power of twelve thoufand Men, but before he fer ugerim 
could joyn with the Emperour’s Forces, was defeated by the Goths,- and fled *- 

the Burgundians, at that time confederate with the Romans. moUram. 
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55. Wc find them therefore at this time in Armorica, but Hill the Controverfie 
remains undecided, how firft the}- came there. One who was born in that very 
Countrcv, lived near to that very Age, and wrote the Life of St. Wingalof the 
Confeflour, committed this alfo to writing, that A Progeny of the Britains imbarked Vlu s 
in Botes, arrived in that Land on that fide the Britilh Sea, at fitch time as the Bar- gnaietij ill 
/-'.irons Nation of the Saxons fierce in Arms, and uncivil in Manners , pojfejfed their 
Native and Mother Soil. Then (laith he) this dear Off-fpring feated themfelves clofe c mhim's 
within this Nooke and fecret Corner. In which place, wearied with travail and toil, y[jem m !K 
they fate quiet for a while without any Wars. But our Englijh Writers report it as a 
truth, that long before this time our Britains feated themfelves in this Trad of 
Call, and particularly at fuch time as Maximus ufurped the Roman Empire, 

The Monk of Malmslury relates, that Conftantinus Maximus being faluted Empe- rTfim 
rour by the Army, carried away with him a great Power of Britijh Souldiers, cenfifomm 
tlirough whole Courage and Induftry having attained the Empire, fuch of them 
as were pad Service, and had done bravely, he planted in a certain part of Gall ai mfih 0 
Wcilward upon the very Shoar of the Ocean ; where at this day, faith he, their 
Poflerity remaining, are wonderfully increafed even to a mighty People, in Man- ggJIJ' 
ners anti Language fomewhat degenerate from our Britains. True it is that Con- alas da-) i 
fiantine concerning Military men made this * Edid, Let the old Souldiers, according 
to our Precept, enter upon the Vacant Lands, and hold them for ever freely and mricm 
poffibly. here thefe might be placed to help to reftrain the then frequent lnrodes 
of the Saxons. Yet doth he alfo affirm a Colony of Britains to have been plan- 
ted in Armorica by Conflantine the Great ; and another will have.the fame tiling t.wmx CcIj- 
done by Conftantius Cblorus his Father. Generally thofe that write the Britijh Hi- 
dory, are confident that Maximus there placed his Britijh Souldiers ■ but others *c”lTkii 
as earneftly contend, that there was no Plantation there till after the coming oil-7.tit.20. 
the Saxons. !. 

§6. This indeed makes fomething againft the other Opinion, that Gildasfyeak- 
ing how Maximus drained the Ifland of its Men, mentions nothing of his planting 
them in Armorica. But neither doth he fpeak of this Countrey when he tells us f 
how the diftrefled Britains were driven beyond the Seas, though it was above nius jchnia: 
forty years from the Vidory a tBadon Hill, to the time of his writing hisEpi-^'J^ 
file, and confequentlv the Colony, or Commonwealth of the Armorican Britains, illum r JJ 
mud have been grown up to that eminency, as provokes him to make mention 
of them; if any thing could divert that angry and querulous Writer from his 
Theme. Some "might be planted there by Maximus, as others think, and the 
Children of thefe old Souldiers might gladly receive thefe diftrefled Britains that ^ 
fled out of their Countrey under Condud of Rional- but the truth is, fuch Au- 
thorns as fix the time of the Britains fetling there after the Invafion of the Sax- Apu-a 
ons, arc rather of better credit and more confiderable. Whenever they came Hi ■■ 
thither they turned within a little time the edge of their Weapons moft ingrate- £ 
fully upon thofe their Friends that gave them harbour, as evidently appears from t him. 
other Teflimonies, and by thefe words of Regalis Bifhop of Vtnnes, We living in 
Captivity under the Britains, are fubjccl to a grievous and heavy Poke. The Na¬ 
tive Armoricans being by little and little fubdued,the Name of Britains grew fo great 
where they were newly feated, that generally all the Inhabitants palled by de¬ 
grees into their Name (as of other parts of Gall into that of the Franks ) fo that 
the whole Trad was called Britannia Armorica , and by the French Writers Bri¬ 
tannia Cifmarina. In the firft times they courageoufly maintained themfelves 
under petty Kings, and afterward under Dukes and Counts againft the Franks , as 
we have already lhewed out of their Writers, particularly Gregory the Bifhop of ? 
Tours , in which Authour w-e meet with the Britains in Gall, but never before the Ltb.z.c.\ ■ 
time of Childerick the Firft, who began his Reign much about the fame time as 
did Hengift in Kent, over the Saxons. It feems their Quarter was not much bet¬ 
ter than what their Countreymen obtained, whom they left behind them in the 
Ifland. For their Wealth, as one writes, was onely Immunity from publick , 
Taxes, and plenty of Milk. And if you will believe our Monk of Malmslury. Glm 
“Aland of People they were, needy and poor in their own Countrey (in his ? hm ‘ 

“ time, and he lived fome 5-50 years agoe) being hired by foreign Money, and pur- 
“ chafing a laborious and painfull life. If they be well paid, they relufe notfo 
“ much as to ferve in Civil War one againft another, without all regard of Right 
“ or Kindred, but, according to the quantity of the Money, ready with their 
“ Service, for what part foever you would have them. 
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K7 This Defcription of them as to their Manners and Difpofition fuits well Sect. r. 
enough with what Gildas and others write of their Countreymen. However fo ^ 
Indultrious and Valiant they were, as to bring under all the Inhabitants of that 
Trad, anti had they had as conftant Supplies out of Britain, as the Saxons had 
out of Germany, might have done as much for the reft of the People of Gall, and 
been before-hand with the Franks. In this they equalled them that as they gave 
Name to the places they conquered, fodid they. But herein they exceeded them, 
that whereas the Language of the Franks being German , was fallowed up, and 
devoured by that, then ipoken by the Provincials, or by the Ballard Latin, we 
myinefc 1 ^ u improperly French. Theirs either quite conquered and overcame that 

Slgeunmixt 0 fthe ArmoAcans, or finding it much the fame with it felf, as we faid th e Britijh 
• ind ul,cor ' and ancient Galliak were the lame, prefarved it felt and it unmixt and uncorrupted. 

,Ul,td ' Our Welch men hence prove that the Cornijh , and the Armor ican Britains were the Ll-gi*fo.6. 
fame Nation, fcecaufe the Names of their Kings were alike to both, as Co nan is 
Meriadoc, (by which Name a part of Denbighjhre m North-Wales, is ltd! 
fo called) Bowel, Alan, Theodore, Rywallon, and the reft ■ and almoft all then- 
words are the fame, although they differ a little in Syntax of Speech, as often it 
happens in the fame Countrcy. The Countrey it felf is by our Britains called 
Lhydaw which Cambden interprets, coafting upon the Sea, and fo fignitying the 
fame in Britijh, as doth Armorica. But it feems it’s no proper Britijh word ; for 
Lhuid thinks it came from the Latin word Littus, as being a Region of the Gal- 
Ucan Shoar. For as the Latin Writers in our words, (faith he) turn D into T, 
fo our Conntreymen in like manner change T into D, and L in the beginning of 
words they always write with an alpiration. For Example, Lhadron with us 
fignifies Robbers, the word being borrowed from the Latines. 

. r 8. But as fome of our diftrefled Britains fled over Sea into Armorica, which 

pany of the™" they called Little Britain ; fo we are told that others of them went into Holland, 

Britains w i iere at t i ie Mouth of the Rhine, as it falls into the Sea, near to Catwyck, they 
ii'S- divided their Sails: and there they built a moft ftrong Caftle, which they called 
hnd. Britain, and fubdued unto themfelves the Neighbouring People. This Caftle m foin.GMr.trA 
the Teutonick Idiome, as we are told by the fame Authour, is called Die torch te 
Britten, as if you lhould fay, Britains Burge, or, the Caftle of the Britains; being 
in the fame ienfe at this day, by the Neighbouring Hollanders called Het Huys 
te Britten, or The Houfe of Britain. This Caftle was placed in the Batavian 
Shoar, at the middle Mouth of the Rhine, and the Ruines thereof are to be feen 
at a very low Water. It was built four-fquare, and took up the compafs of two 
Roman Acres. And that it was indeed a Roman Fort, befides other things, the Vide CamU. 
ancient Coins, Stones and Bricks, which here were found with Infcriptions, mBm.vjjer. 
demonftrate ; with the view which Hadrianus Junius in his Batavia, and Petrus 
Scriverius in his Tabulary of Holland Antiquities hath prefented us. As therefore 
it cannot be granted this Chronographer that the Britcins built this Caftle, 

(which might be called Britten Huys, becaufe it ftood over againft Britain) fo 
might it, being now left defolate by the Romans , be feized by the Britains , who 
might alfo, as he writes, fubdue the Neighbouring People. That this may not 
be thought incredible, a place of Procopius is cited, who in the time of Jufiinian 
wrote, that Brittia, diftind from Britain, was inhabited by three moft numerous 
Nations, the Angles, Triffons, and the Britains , who had the fame Name with the 
Ifland. And if what he faith be true, that it was placed in the Ocean juft over 
againft the Moudi of the Rhine, tills could be no other than the , Ifland of 
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59. Neither ought it to be wondered at that here the Trifones inhabited ; foraf- vffir. ibid 
much as it’s certain, that not onely in the tujie of Pliny, and Tacitus , the Frifii here A* 4 1 9 - 
had their Seats, but in later times part of Frifia, the Province of TJtretcht was all'o 
accounted, and the Weftern Holland, which ftill retains the Name of Weft Freifie- 
land, and in time paft gave to the Earls of Holland the Title alfo of Lords of Fri¬ 
fia or Freifeland. But whence the Angli or Angili lhould thither come, is to be 
confidered. * One Hiftorian of that Countrey reports out of their Annals, as a *Suffrida>Pe- 
certain truth, that a great Number of Angli came out of Britain into Frifia under * 0 r f- 
Condud of Hengift. f Another from the like Authority relates, that the City of 
Leiden was firft founded on the Bank of the Rhine by Hengift, the Son of the King t Com. K_em- 
of Frifia, being beaten out of Britain, and having built a Caftle upon the Eaftern 
Bank of the faid River, made Governour thereof or Borcbgrave one Dibald, to ' \ 

procure fafe Paflage to Travellers, with free Accefsand Recefs to Merchants ; where¬ 
upon the City in the Vulgar Tongue- had the Name of Leiden. But John Ger- 
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i hnrd, who himfelf was born at Leiden, relates the Original thereof with more 

circumftances. Having faid, that Hengifl gathered Military men together out ^ Ie ; ■ 
of the Lower Saxony ox Frifia, his own Countrey and with the ScLvenfes or 
Hollaxdenfcs, having paffed into Britain , after this relates what was done by that 
mrt of the Army which returned home. The Saxons Fnfons with the Sclaven- 
Yg S that is, the Hollar.denfes being returned home, the reft being difmiiled, when 
they had now no employment, neither knew what to doe, nor whither to turn 
themfelves : they went along to the Feint Wood with a ftrong hand, and there 
?t the Courfe of the River Rhine, built a great Caftle, which now is; called Leidys. 

In the fame Caftle of Leide, by confent of the Elders, they ordained and appoin¬ 
ted for the Cuftody of the Foreft, a certain Burchgrave or Cajlellane a Vahant 
man, with many others like himfelf, to defend and fecure the Merchants going 
and coming from the faid Caftle to that of Wiltenlorch and olavenborch : And 
therefore that Caftle was called Leyden, , that is, Duttio or Leading. JThe com¬ 
mon Chronicles of Holland relate the fame alfo concerning the Burg De Burch , 
built bv Hengifl. For we muft not be fo injurious to that Noble City, as tc > con¬ 
ceal that Lugdumm Batavorm was much ancienter both from Ptolemy , and the 

^ 60. That a confiderable part of Hengifl' s Army, after the defeating and dif¬ 
fer ling of the Inhabitants, returned out of Britain , we have already ihewn from 
more ancient Authours, as Gildas and Beda. But whereas fome will have Hen- 
qjfl a Dane by Original, (which we iliall hereafter difcufs) it would if it could 
be known whether he being beaten out of Britain mth his Angh (as the Britijh 
Hiftories affirm) or being Vidour, and purfuing the flying Britains planted 
here a new Colony, and built a new Caftle to keep maweand bridle that which 
they had formerly feized. For Procopius doth not fay that thefe three forts ot 
People, viz. The Frifians being Indigine , and the Angh and Britarn being new 
Comers made up one People, but fignifies that each ot them was fubjedt to then 
own Kings: and indeed from Brittenhurg or Buys te Britten that Burgh is di- 
ftant but about two hours Sail, (fo they of thefe Countries reckon, and not as we 
by Miles) from which the Bargraves of Leiden of old had their Title. Yet * Cor)lH . ;m _ 
another * Authour will have it not built by Hengi(t , but by one Mandeth the - on 
of Lernaun, the firft of that Name King of the Batavi. Philip f Ckvenus^o + ^. 
thinks it was built by the Romans, the Stones of it feemmg as ancient as thole ot Gfr ^ w ./. 2 . 
Brittenhurgh. And || others think it to have been the work of the Normans. But J# ^ 
thefe feem more Angular in their Opinions. However, finding that our diftrefled usinDf j c/j(t , 
Brit aim were, by Authours of this Countrey, faid hither to have fled for Refuge, uolhni c. 5, 
and fetled themfelves; we thought our felves to let the Reader know fo much, 
whom we leave Judge of what on all fides hath been laid. . , « 

61 We thought we had now done our part as to the Text of Gildas, (the belt 
courfe we could take to write the Hiftory of thefe obfeure Times, fmall credit 
being to be afforded to other Britijh Writers) but due favour and refped both to 
the dead and the living violently calls upon us to take fome con (deration ot that 
part alfo of his Epiftte which fo vehemently inveighs agamft the Manners and 
Difpofitions of the ancient Britains. What he fays of the Layety we have alrea¬ 
dy feen of late, and how he paints out the Manners and Behaviour of thofeof 
his own Rank, the Reader may fee in the Account we give of Ecclefiaftical Mat¬ 
ters Moft profligate he makes both forts, as well the one as the other, and as 
Ar r to thofe we have at prefent to deal with, he charges upon them breach of fruit 
and perfidioufnefs, perpetual Emulations, Fadions, and Tyranny over oneano- 
tains. Bn ther, makes them’to be of a fleepy Nature, as eafie to be beaten as ready to rebell, 
given up to all manner of Riot and Debauchery, and what he fays feems not to 
be meant onely of that time when he wrote, but of their general temper and de¬ 
meanour in all precedent Ages, w hereof he pretends to have the knowledge, viz. .as 
far as, the Invafion of Julius Ctefar. Hereupon feveral modern Authours have ^ 
been emboldned to vilifie the Britijh Nation, Polydore Virgil ' m particular, who f J d 
taxeth it as mean and cowardly in the general courfe of its Adions and Concern- 
merits - And fome learned Men of that Original are very much concerned to wipe -gf* 
w .. „ - 0l f that dirt he throws''upon it. In this endeavour they urge that Ctefar found 
largely confu. them at his landing focouiageous and Martial, that they put him fore “ 
ted from the ced him t0 con tain himfelf in his place, and indeed put him to flight, winch ne.g,,. 
in his own behalf cunningly expreffeth, by drawing “ “ ' h “ 

Camp j for that a flight it was, they thence prove, that a little after ™ n £ "i & 
ing part, he ftolc to his Ships and fo departed. But here was not the lhengtn rito „ 


Chap". II. Contemporary mth the Confta/itinopditan Roman Empire. 1 11 

nor courage of all Britain employed, onely a fmall Company of thofeof Kent ha- Sc6b. 1. 
ftily gathered together. From Ctefar himfelf it’s evident, that they fought with vvw 
great earneftnefs from their Chariots, fell with violence upon his Camp, and fo 
As to itieir difeouraged the Roman Cohorts, that having loft Lahienus the Tribune, it’s faid, 
t i 1C y made a fafe Retreat. Now what doth this Retreat fignifie, but that they ef- 
caped away by flight l He confeffes that Caftvelaun when hefent Ambafladours to 
him about Peace, was thereto moved by the Revolt of Mandulratius and others 
his Countrevmen. 

6z. They farther ufe the Teftimony of Diodorus Siculus, who writes, that the 
Britains being Ahorigenes , and living after the manner of the Ancients, ufed Cha- 
riots in Fights, as the ancient Greek Heroes are reported to have done in the 
. Siege of Troy. . That as to Manners they were Ample and upright, being far re- • 

Smm.™ mote from the craft and cunning of thofe to whom he was related. That they 
contented themfelves with Ample and mean food, being abfolute Strangers to the 
delitious living of Rich men. Tacitus , they plead, doth wonderfully extoll the 
Ads of Caratacus , and confefles, that after his Captivity the Romans were often 
beaten by onely one Nation of the Silures. He writes that Vemfius (whom he 
calls fierce, and an utter Enemy of the Romans ) beat not onely the Romans, but 
the Britijh Auxiliaries alfo. He denies not that the Queen Boadicia (by Dion Caf- 
fius called Bunduica ) being exafperated, put to the Sword feventy thoufandof the awAfc* 
Romans : And both he and Dion with long and evident Speeches celebrate and ex- a P ud 
toll the more than Manly courage of this Woman and her Fads, which may be 
compared with thofe of the moft famous Emperours. In the Life of Agricola , 
his Father-in-Law, having told us, that the Galls and the Britains were very like 
in their Ceremonies $nd Superftitious Perfwafions ; and that their Language dip- 
a Com arifon^ erec * not muc h 5 he adds, that betwixt them there was the like boldnels incourt- 
berwixtthe °” and fetting upon dangerous Enterprizes; when Dangers were come,like fear in 
Galls and Bri* refufing : But that the Britains made lliew of more Courage, as being not then 
ums. mollified by long Peace; for the Galls (faith he) were once alfo as we reade, fa¬ 
mous in War, till fuch time as giving themfelves over to Idienefs, Sloth crept in, 
Shipwrack was made both of Valour and Liberty together, which alfo befell to 
thofe of the Britains that were fubdued of old, the reft remain fuch as the Galls 
were before. Their Military ftrength confifteth in their Foot, fome Countries 
fight in Waggons alfo - the more confiderable Perfon guideth the Carriage, and his 
Dependents fight. Informer times they were governed by Kings • now by their 
great, men they are drawn to Fadions and Parties: Neither is there any thing 
that more benefits us when we have to doe with the moft powerfull Countries, but 
that they do not unite and confult together. Seldom it hapneththat two or three 
States agree together to propulfe the common danger; fo whilft each fight for 
themfelves apart, all are overcome. A little after he adds : That Britains indurc 
Levies of Men and Money, and all other Burthens impofed by the Empire, pati¬ 
ently and willingly, if Injuries be forborn ■ thefe they cannot endure, being fub¬ 
dued to remain as Subjeds, not as Slaves. Again; The Noble Mens Sons, he 
(meaning Agricola ) took and inftruded in the Liberal Sciences, preferring the 
Wits of the Britains before the Students of the Galls, as being now defirous to 
attain to the Roman Eloquence, whereas they had lately rejeded the Language. After 
that our Habits began to grow into Efteerri, and the Gown was much ufed among 
them ; and by little and little they proceeded to the Provocations of .Vices; to 
Galleries, Baths, and exquifite Banquettings; which tilings the Ignorant counted 
Civility, being in reality a part of Bondage. 

63. They urge, farther, that Dion Cajfius in the Account he gives of Cte- 
far's Expedition into the lfland, delivers fuch things as make for the honour of 
thdi C Vaio 5 r 0f the Inhabitants; and namely this, That they did not accept of Peace before they 
' had oftentimes experienced adverfe Fortune; that he fo fet forth his Adions at his 
return to Rome, with Glofles and Flourilhes, that a Supplication was decreed upon 
this account, for twenty days together; elfewhere this fame Authour reports 
Pailages tending to the repute of the Nation. So doth Herodian, giving this 
Charader of it, that it was moft Warlike and greedy of Slaughter, contenting it 
felf as to Arms with a narrow Target and a Lance. Eutropius in like manner 
ipeaking of Ctefar' s Adventure, faith he was tired out with bitter fighting, and 
being feized by a Tempell, returned into Gall, whence returning again into the 
Illand, at the beginning ot the Spring following, his Horfe at the firft Incounter 
was routed by the Britains, and there Lahienus the Tribune was (lain - and in a 
profperous Fight at length, but with great lofs of his .own men, he beat and put 

them 
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—- x:, n t0 flight. Suetonius farther tells howVefpafian conquered two moft pow- 

a full Nations in point of War, and fought no fewer than thirty times with the 
Encmy . figns not of cowardly and effeminate, but of a molt valiant People. 

And Eutropius writes, that Carauftus the Britain having been in vain attempted 
b\ Arms, at laft, as the greateft defence againff; a man moft skilfull in War, a 
Peace was made. Sextus Rufus reckoning up the Legions of th e Roman Empire 
mentions the Britannichni and Brittanmci; the fecond the Britijh Legion, and 
■among(l the Legions of the Magifter Equitum of Gall: the Britones twice ; with 
the Comes Hifpaniarum Invillos jmiores Britones, and with the Comes Bntamn- 
arm Vetlores juniores Britamicos. But what need is there, fay they, to turn over 
the Writings of fo many learned Men to difeover the glory of Britain > When 
fo many moll valiant Kings, fo many Invincible Captains fo many famous Roman 
Emperours iflued from the Britifh bloud, have abundantly evinced what kind oi 
men this Iffand brings forth. To what purpofe Ihould 1 , faith Lhuid make men¬ 
tion of Brennus that Conquerour of Romans ,, Greeks and of almoft all the ftouteft 
Nations of the whole'World? Why Cafftvelam, to whom,as Lucan ex prefleth it,C*- 
far lhewed his affrighted Back ? Why ,Caratacus that difhrefled the Romans by a War 
of nine years continuance ? Or Bunducia that moft valiant Virago, \\ ho procuied SnakGugr. 
the deflrudion of 70000 Romms, with the terrour of which Woman Horn and^«js#< ; 
Italy were fo mightily flruck, that as one writes, they were not fo much concern- Kyfnxi 
cd tor the coming of Brennus or Hannibal > Or Arviragus, that unconquered jUR 
King of Britain , preferving liis Liberty in defpight ofthe Romans, the Lords of 
the World > Or thofe moll courageous Captains who thirty times ingaged in Bat- «*{■, 
tel with Vefpafian, and broke the heart of that valiant Emperour Several , 
caufe he could not bring them under ? Why (faith he) Ihould I make mention 
of thefe, when Britain bellowed upon the World Conftantine the Great notonely j ™ * 
a moll Valiant and moll happy Captain, but what is more the bed Man and the • 
firft Emperour ofthe Chriftian Religion, in which he was inftrudted by his Mother 

Helena a Britijh Woman ? . .' . ,. 

64. How much do Gall and Italy owe to Britain for this man born m this 
Iffand, being freed from the rage of cruel Tyrants by his means? And much 

. Chriftian Religion, thus he proceeds, all do well know, except on t Polydore and 
his Mailer Gulielmus Parvus, lately pubkfhed by feme ill willers of Britain, 
although unworthy to fee the light. And becaufe a late Frenchman, and 
an ancient Greek Authour, of a greater Name, affirm Conftantine bom at 
Dyrrachium, I will produce the words of a moft ancient Panegynft, fpoken 
in’ the prefence of Conftantine himfelf: “ O fortunate Britain, and now 
“ more happy than other Countries, who firft fawell Conftantine Catfar. De- 
« fervedly hath Nature endowed thee with all good things belonging both 
« t o Air and Soil, in which is neither too great cold in Winter, nor heat m 
« Summer • wherein is fuch abundance of Corn, that it hath fufhcient of the 
« Gifts both of Ceres and Bacchus ; in which are Woods without Savage 
“ Bealls, Land without noxious Serpents: On the other fide an Innumerable 
“ Multitude of gentle Cattle diftended with Milk, and loaded with Fleeces, 

“ with other things, definable for Life; very long Days and no Nights with- 
« out fome light. For that extreme Level of the Shores doth not raife Sha- 
“ dows and the view of Heaven and the Stars tranfeends the limits of 
« N icrht fo that the Sun, which with us feems to fet there, appears onely 
“ to pals' by. Good God what means this, that always from fome aft end 
« of t he World, new Divinities of the Gods defeend to be worihipped by the 
« w hole World 1 Why Ihould I mention (now Lhuid proceeds) Bonofus, who 
The feveni f a Duke 0 f t h e limits of Rbcetia, became a moft valiant and fortunate 
K^Empaour.! why Caraufm A V fl«, who feven years together though fore 
Nation. acrainft the wills of Jovius and Herculius, wore the 1 urple ? And why Al 
kclus Ctefar, for the Conqueft of whom Mamertinus feems to prefer Maxmian 
before Mitts Ctefar. After him, was Emperour Maximus a Britain, the Rml* 
man of Helena, a valiant and honeft man, and worthy of the Title, had 
he not fpoiled Britain of its Youth, by which he overthrew Gratian 

6 c He by his Wife Helena, Daughter of Euda-, left a Son Victor Auguftus. 

‘ Britain alfo as writes f aulas Diatoms, owned Marcus and Gratian for Empe- 
rours. Conftantine alfo with Conftans his Son, were made Emperours in Britain, 

(Gratian their Countreyman being kill’d) againft whom their Captain Gerontius 
(concerning whole death moll ancient Britijh Rithms are ^extant) fet up ano¬ 
ther Maximus for a Rival. . After thefe the laft Emperour of the 
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Ambrofm Aurelius is reckoned by Panvinius. Befides thefe twelve Emperours, Seft. 
Britain produced to the World Arthur that moft invincible King, whole un- 
matchable glory and moft illuftrious Ads, our Leland by infinite Teftimomes, 
and moft invincible Arguments, hath made more eminent againft the fnarling 
And other ft- and Vatinian hatred of doting Polydore, and the great gutted Monk of Rhicyall, 
mousMen. mor e converfant in the Kitchin than in the Hiftories of the Ancients. Neither 
do our Countreymen alone, but the Spaniards, Italians , French and Swedes , (as 
one relates out of their Hiftories) found forth his Ads in their Books. Cad- 
vaun alfo made from a Prince of Guynedhia King of the Britains, and his Son 
Cadwalla (whom Beda ftyles aTyrant) becaufe he purfued the Saxons with cruel 
Wars in the declination of the Britifh Government, moft valiantly reigned. 

And after the deflrudion of Britain it felf in Cambria or Wales there were men 
not to be defrauded of due praife ; as Roderick the Great and his Nephew by 
his Son Howel, firnamed the Good, both of them famous for matters relating to 
War and Peace. Graffith alfo theSon of Lewelin, the Son of Gefyl, moft valiantly 
defended their Wales. And after him Owen Prince -of Guynedhia, refilled Henry 
the Second, the moft potent King of the Englifh, who had thrice invaded Wales, 
and his Son being flain in Anglefey , a great part of his Army he deftroyed. 
Lewelin the Great, was his Nephew by his Son, whofe innumerable Triumphs as 
writes Mathew Pans an Englifh man, require particular Treatifes to fet them forth 
according to the exigency of their worth. 

66 . Neither onely thefe but the Remainders of the Britains in Cornwall, as 
they are the moft robuft of all the Britijh People, fo are they to this day fa¬ 
mous for Military Exploits. Neither have the Britains in Gall the Ofi-fpring of 
the fame Natiorf degenerated from their Anceftours, having not onely defended 
their Pofleflions obtained amidft valiant People for many Ages, but overthrown 
the Goths and Franks in moft bloudy Battels. They valiantly refilled Charles 
the Great, that moft potent Prince. The Army of his Son Lhodowick, the Em¬ 
perour fent againft them under Conduct of Murman, they put to flight j Charles 
the Bald in like manner, Emperour and Ring of France, in open Battel they 
defeated twice, and caufed to run away, leaving his Pavilion and all his Royal 
Furniture behind him, when Numenius was their King. Herifpons the Son of 
Numenius compelled the faid Charles to make an ignominious Peace with him, 
whom Salomon the Son of Herifpons, a Courageous and skilfull Warriour, com¬ 
pelled-to retreat as he marched againft him. This Salomon being dead, the 
Britains (as writes Sigeberf) out of defire of reigning, wafte themfelves with 
Inteftine War, and fo unwillingly they ceafe to doe mifehief to Gall. Where¬ 
fore Ihould I make mention (faith Humphrey Lhuid) again of Vrfand that moft 
invincible and moft ftrenuous Captain, his Ads againft Hafting the Norman, 
and Paflquitan the Britain ? Wherefore Judicael and Alan, who repelled the 
Normans from their Borders, as they miferably wafted all France .> Wherefore 
Ihould I infill upon the Wars which long after being aflifted by the Aids and 
Supplies of the Englifh, they waged againft the French Kings, when as to all 
men it is evident that this was ever a moft valiant Nation ? Thus much Lhuyd 
by way of Teftimony out of his great, and to be commended, Zeal for the Re¬ 
putation of his Countrey. He clofes all with a dired anfwer in reference to 
the Perfon of that Authour, whence fo much matter and. evidence for the Ac- 
cufation of his Countreymen is ufually fetch’d. 

67. That at laft (faith he) I may Hop the Mouth of Polydore with his Gil- 
das, this I fay, that this man, if indeed the Work be his, was not an Hifto- 
riographer, but a Prieft and a Preacher, who are ever wont top fharply to 
inveigh againft the Vices of their People. If therefore with Polydore we fetch 
Authorities from Sermons, what Pariffi, what City, what Nation, what King¬ 
dom fhall efcape Infamy > What hath Bernard written of the Romans ? He 
calls them Impious, Infidels, Seditious, Immodeft, Traytors, Braggers of much, 
but fmall Doers. Thefe things fay Divines, that thefe Vices might be founned, 
and life be reformed, not that indeed the Romans or Britains were the fame, al¬ 
though according to the Cuftome, fuch they be called out of the Pulpit: 
Neither doth any man, except he be an impudent Sycophant, make infamous 
any Society, City, or People, by reafon of the Speeches of Priefts, their words 
being wrefted to the worft. Avant therefore all curled Detra&ours, and let 
the true glory of Britain appear to the World: Neither (Good Reader) ac¬ 
count my Tongue too lharp. For (fo let God love me) neither Envy to 
another Man’s Name, neither the defire of a little pittance of glory, neither 
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—-"toed to any Nation, but the love of my Countrey, which undefervedly is ill 

fpoken of, and the defire of illuftrating the truth, have caufed me to write 
^hat I have written. In fuch like words, and very mode!!, doth Humphry Lhuid 
of Denlkh end his Epiftle to Ortelius, or his Fragment of the Delcnption, a 
Piece the Authour of which deferveth what the Publiflier hath put into th:-Title 
p aC re that the Reader will admife his Diligence and Judgment, and pity it is that 
M idi it he ended his Life, and had no longer time to ftudy and publiih more, 
which he feems to promife. His Zeal is to be commended, and if it caufed 
him to believe fuch Stories, as perhaps upon another Subjed he never would 
(Tor he ufeth the filence of Roman Writers to confute the Fables which Beothrn 
uttereth, and never confiders this in his own Arthur, and other Paflages of his 
Britijh HiftoryJ his love to his Countrey, and his Virtues lately mentioned, may 

ealilv procure his Pardon. „ , . , , ' 

68 As to that work of Gildas, and this Perfon’s mdeavours to beget a contra- ^ 

ry Opinion of his Nation; Prudent and Moderate Perfons as in all fuch Ca¬ 
fes will fcarcely chufe either of the Extremes but the middle way. That Age 
whereof Gildas wrote, was undoubtedly very corrupt effeminate and debauch d 
and made way for the Ruine, which is ever uOiered in by fuch Practices. But that 
Gildas was a Prieft and a Preacher, and ufed fuch a Pious Art as others of his 
Profeflion for the amendment of their lives, to whom he wrote, vve caneafily 
yield and add, not of what another Countryman of ZW hath written, though 
not of the general defign of his Book. He (m. < Gildas) tern .to 
this onely thing to himfelf in this little Book, that he thought at leaft his Ar/- ^ 
tlin wodd bluih and repent, if he rather colleded all that was blame-worthy in 
hem, and fet it before their eyes, than if he Ihould mind fomething worthy of 
Commendation, which either they themfelves or their Anceftours had performed. 
Therefore he partly overwhelms them with all forts of Accufations, partlv fmites 
Sem with the Divine Oracles, that none might fufped he did it out_of hatred 
to them. And if the Ghoft of Lhuyd will permit the Name and Teftimony 
of folydore Virgil text to be ufed we Iliall add what he himfelf faith in this 
Cafe as to the decay of Religion among!! the Britains: That a few retained 
the true fenfe of Chriftian Religion, whom Gildas ca\kx\x Good Metyhereft 
of them, and efpecially the Priefts erring {o through the 
he chaftifeth and labours to reduce mto the: way This was be laid m tins 


place that every one might know that Britain did not beget evil Prieflg but 
that the Cruelty and Impiety of men was the caufe; foralmuch as this fir!! of 
all Provinces received the Chriftian Religion, and at all times C^thhe) and 
even at this time, hath had and hath a moft Religious People. Thus far Po- vnj !t 
lydore afcribing this decay of Religion among!! the Britains, to theanaem I 
lecutions of the Romans. Here now we mull leave our poor B , , . mam nomen, 

Mountainous places of Wales and Cornwales, or elfe fluftmg fot themfeives mm 

ftrange Countries, and now come to thofe Intruders who poflefled themfelves - 

of their Countrey, and drove them out, whom retaining the old w ° rd .^£ “ J 
TheCountrey call Saiffon, and their Language Saiffonaeg not 

called SaiJTol England means. Fir!! therelore let us fee what thefe Saxons and others mat 1 jj 5 
and that Lan- J ed i n Conjun&ion with them, were. ‘ Then let us come to a view nuMd* 

suage Sniffs King J doms they erected in the Ifland. And of thefe m their 

places. 
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SECT. ii. 


The Original of the Saxons, Angles and Jutes, which 
planted themfelves in Britain. 


t a-i-HE GetesorGoth, aswehaveformtrlyiliewedoutofWio, inmoftSea. 2. 

T ancient times, not onely made Inrodes mto the Cberfenefus, and the 
Man^of the Baltiek S k and the mote Northern Parts of Germany , but mto ft- 


3 K“ 

Afpurgtam, both for ^Jtno P S ^ felf ^ - t # and if f ome have not 

i^AnoIv^DDrehended him, Ptolemy the Geographer himfelf, called the City by • 
wrongly app f r- d or Afzard. The Countrey in which this City flood was 
in a peculiar way called #* by Stralo, and the People thereof Afai, and Ajiota ! 

tv the Xr Writers. As for the Names of ^Wand they denote but 

verv fame thing, Card to the Goths fignifies the fame which- Purges did to the 
the very iametmng, Such 0 f t h e Goths, as inhabited this Countrey Tmas<j«aft 

texekocaWedTurca or Turks, as Mela witneffeth, who makes them the fame ZuTaL, 
S theTvrfaleta; thofe that at this prefent bear that Name having long time f dcujus*t- 
SJ2SBTSafe Quarters deferred by theGtffa, after, they returned back 
into Europe. Thefe Afpurgiani had their Kings, the Dominions of whom exten- t0f fum mn 
ded to ^farther Mountains of Scythia, wxthm Imaus, where theSafones Syehnemo. 
and loll inhabited, whom Strabo comprehends under the very Name of AJpur- 

^ tM %. Of this Afpurgia or Afgardia was King, among!! the reft, one Othh as an 
ancient Chronicle of Nonvey calls him, though he hasmany other Namesdiffe- ~ 
ren in found yet cafiiy to be apprehended of the fame Original foi x Gothick they 
alfare^thoughvarioufly written, and pronounced according to the feveral \Gothick 
Mi. ft* Dialed* Ihe Readerwill find him called Othin; and Othen, Oden and Woden; Go- 
King ’ dan and Guo dan, Eowthen and Euoden-, fometimes concifely written Wode, Ode and 
Othe, Gode and Guode, vVwand Goen, but moft■ commonly wc: find him I 
and from him is the third day of the week named Wodenfdach, ( our Wednefday) 
as alfo Woenfdacb and Gorenfdacb, neither are there wanting other Names and 
Epithetes, whereby he is known. He is reported to have been aftout and expert 
Captain, aiwell wifeand cautious, as hardy and daring, and famous for the Art 
or Faculty of foretelling. Some will tell you, that he was expert in the Art 
Magick to fuch perfection, that he would change his lhape into that of a four foot¬ 
ed Beaft, Bird or Fifli as often as he lifted - in the twinkling of an Eye could re¬ 
move himfelf into what place he pleafed, with his word alone could reftrain the 
heat of Fire, the fury of the Sea, and doe man/other things which far feceed the 
Power and Capacity of Man, whereby he procured to himfelf no fmall Efteem, 
and Reverence; even afmuch as was attributed to the higheft Deity. This well 
' fitted him for the place of Chief Prieft, which he bore in his Countrey, where ve- 
Who chufes rv frequent Sacrifices were offered to Idols. Twelve of thechiefeft Senatours 
12 Scnatours he chofe hom among!! the reft which excelled m Goodnefs andWifedom, and 
to be Over- made them Overfeers not onely over Religious matters, but Mmifters of Juftice 
SddSS to the People. They were callfed Diar, that is Gods or Divine, and Drotuar jor 
fairs. Lords, and the People by turns were boufid toaffiftand ferve them in their Mi- 

niftration. While they governed the People at home, he conquered many King¬ 
doms and Countries abroad; being fo profperous in all his Enterprizes, that ul 
none he failed. When to his Captains he committed any Expedition or other fort 
of Service,he laid his hands on them, and as it wereconfeaated them to that Affair, 
who thereby concluded, that as by a certain Spell they were rendred uncapable ot 
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Sect 2. any Misfortune, cfpecially if at time of danger they made biit mention of his 
Name. 

3. He had two Brothers, the one called Ve, and the other Velir or Vttli. He 
being abroad and bufied in his Wars, they prefided over the Kingdom of Afgar- 
dia , and took care of all publick bufinefs, as of his Wife Frigga. He returning, 
they reftored to him his Wife and Government, which he prelently again leaving 
ik nukes war in the lame hands, undertook an Expedition againft the Scythians of Tanais , called 
SSS* 5 * Vaner, who made Valiant Refiftence, notably defended their Countrey, and ma¬ 
king his Victory often very ambiguous, retreated ftill with fafety to their places 
of Succour, and conftrained him not feldom to procure fafety by afeafonable 
return. Many- damages did they receive on both fides, whereof at laft being 
who after fe- weary, they gave Holtages mutually, and came to an agreement, which ended in a 
tieiiver Ho(L- ^ rm anc * Peace. The Scythians gave up to Woden two notable men, Niord, 
ses on both Sirnamed the Rich, and his Son Froi : And the Afiani were not below them in 
MW. their choice, delivering to them in exchange one Heiner, a Perfon fit for the manage^ 
ment of all matters relating both to Peace and War, arid Mimer the moll wile 
of all Mortals, whereat the Scythians were fo touched, that out of a fenfe that 
they were overcome, in this particular, they delivered up to balance him another 
Heroe called Quafir , who to them feemed the wifeft of all living Men.- Heiner 
prefently obtained the Sovereignty over the Scythians , and having at his Elbow 
fo able and faithfull a Counlellour as Mimer , did nothing without his advice, 
who taught him Rules and Methods which he fhould ufe in all publick bufinefs; 
• but afterwards wanting him when Caufes were brought before him, which he 
was not able to decide, he would often fay, do you agree amongdyour /elves,- and 
advife together fuch of you as are shilfull, for from me you can have no afiifience. 
The Scythians now perceiving themfelves deceived by the Aftani, in an unequal 
exchange of Hoftages; cut otf the Head of Mimer and fent it to them, which 
Woden receiving, cauledittobe preferved with Balfem, with Magick Rhimes 
made it Vocal, lo that it would reveal to him any facred or concealed thing. 
Niord and froi he reckoned amongft the Afiatkk Deities, together with Freia 
the Daughter of Fraia, who having learnt Magick and Jnchantmerits of the Afi¬ 
aticks , therewith wonderfully pleafed the Scythians her Countreymen. As for 
Niord, he returning home, married his own Sifter, which their Laws allowed, 
where amongft the Afiaticks it was efteemed the greateft wickednels for any to 
joyn in Wedlock, which were fo near in bloud. 

4. But, very high and craggy Mountains, running in length from North to 
South, leparate the greater Scythia, as it were by a natural Fence and Limit, 
from the adjoyning Countries, whereof fuch as lay toward the South were all 
fubjedt to the command of Othin, At this time the Romans being Maftersofall, 
had fubdued Innumerable Nations, far and wide, with their Vi&orious Arms ha¬ 
ving reduced under the Yoke of their Empire, moft vaft Kingdoms, moft Vali¬ 
ant People, moft flouriihing Cities, and famous Commonwealths; whereupon 
many Princes and Governours; forfaking their own Countries, delivered up their 
Subjeds into their Hands. But Othin being a famous Magician, and endued with 
an efpecial faculty of Divining, and thereby knowing that he and his Pofterity 
ihould fora long time Reign in the Northern Parts of the world, committed to his 
He goes into two Brothers, Ve and Veler, the Government of Afgardia. He himfelf went into 
Saxony, and Ruff a , and thence proceeded into Saxony, which having fubdued, he delivered it 
Denmark. and over to his Sons, of whom, Shield h'e fet over Datiia or Denmark , wherein he 
made Let hr a his Regal Seat. Othin after this having, difeovered that Gothia Sue- 
tica , or Swetbland, over which prefided-one Gyluo, with Royal Authority, was a 
Countrey fertile, and able to entertain numerous Inhabitants, he betook himfelf 
He makes a to Gyluo, and.having made a ftridt League and Alliance with him, obtained leave 
gI^g v' th t0 P/ ant a °d as many as he pleafed in thefe Quarters, for the other was 

jtniTof sweth- afraid left by refufal, he Ihould irritate-and provoke the Afiaticks , to whom he 
land. fufhciently knew himfelf to be iriferiour in power. . Now do Gyluo znd Othin ft. rive 
who fiiall excell in Magical Inchantments, in all which conteft, yet Othin bore 
away the Victory, and this done, went and Inhabited on the River Lager, where 
he adorned the City Sigtun (of which name faith our Authour, there was a 
Town in Sweden in the days of Our Anceftours) and built a moft magnificent 
Palace, where he ordained a courfe-of Sacrifices, according to the Rites and Cm 
ftoms of the Afians. Having feized on-all this Region, he planted as it were a 
certain Colony of their Beaflti, to which he aftigned certain Places and Chapels, 
fo to Niordfell Moalum, to FreyVpfalj to fheron Fruduanger, to Heiner Hundbierg 

and 
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~ and to Balder BroedebUd. At length Othin with a Troop of his Idols, going Sed. 2. 

back to the Northern Parts of Suedia , exercifed himfelf in working wonders by 
his Magical Art; and thereof, as it were, fet up a publick School, there being 

formerly ho ufe of it in this place. ' , * . n . . 

r As for this Perfon, his countenance, words and carnage, fliewed him to be 
chearfull, pleafant and facetious to an high degree, moft agreeables to his friends. 

His chara&er . terrible in all refpedis to his Enemies ; for, Proteus like, he could change him- 

„d—.n m tato >u forms and fa V es, He had fuch a jwfwalnre Tongue, fo eloquent as 
could not be refilled, and the more for that with his Oratory, he njixed Rhimes 
and Sonnets, whereupon he and his Companions were called Schialdri\ and Poets. 

BV his Magick, he was wont to deprive his Enemies of all.fenfe, and ltrike them 
with a pannick fear; nay, joyning Battel with themT>yhis Charming Verfes, he 
could dull the edge of their Swords, infomuch that his Souldiers, without either 
Shield or Breaftplate, like fo many fierce Dogs or Wolves, would wound, tear and 
rend their Enemies, which were but like fo many Sheep before them, they them¬ 
felves in the mean time being utterly out of danger. Thence was this kind pf 
fiercenefs, afterward called the Onfet of the Berferkers. Farther, then this Othin 
was fo cunning ,in deceiving the Eye, that he would call himfelf cjown as dead, 
and his Body would feem to be changed into the feveral fhapes of Fifties, Birds 
and Serpents. Returning to himfelf, he would affirm he had been viewing Coun¬ 
tries far diftant, and knew exadly what was therein done. With one word he 
could extinguiih Fires, lay Tempefts, ftop Inundations, and command the boilte- 
rous Winds. The Spirits of dead Men he could fetch out of their places, and con¬ 
fine them unto certain Hills, whereupon he was named Dronga Drotten vel Hunga 
Drotten the Lord of Hobgoblins . He had two Crows which he had taught to 
fpeak, which would fly into other Regions, and relate to their Mafter what Acci¬ 
dents had happened. By his Magick he would open Mountains, and thence from 
the Veins of the Earth, fetch as much Gold and Silver as to him feemed conve¬ 
nient, and without any ones telling find out Treafures that had been hidden. In 
fumm, Othin by his Rhimes, Songs and Inchantments (called Caldran,Scid, Liod 
and Frolkinga') did fuch incredible things, that his Name became Famous, and 
the Renowft of his Wifedom and Power, as alfo of his Afians, reached all 
Countries and Nations. By this means he fo afrighted his Enemies, that they 
dared not to attempt any thing againft him; on the contrary, he fo retained his 
Allies and Friends in their Fidelity, that feldom or never, did they revolt from 

6 . Thence came it topafs, that the Sued and other Northern Nations folemnly 
facrificed to him and his twelve Affocmes,. arid paid toihim that Duty and Devoti¬ 
on, which was due to. the Lord of Heaven arid Earth alone. Their Names they 
gave to their Children newly-born, callingfome of them Audun vn&Oudm from 
Othin , Fhord, Fhore, Toraren, Stemtor arid Haft or from For, fome of which, laitli 
the Chronicler are ftill in ufeamongft th e Norwegians. Othin , farther, made ma¬ 
ny Laws, amongft which thefe are reported the moft memorable. The Bodies of 
the dead or fuch as were flain in War, he ordained Ihould beconfumed with. Fire, 
together with their Choice Goods and Ornaments; the Aihes either buried in the 
Earth, or caft into Rivers. That Hillocks Ihould be raifedin! memory of Great and 
Noble Perfons with Monuments upon them, to trahfinitthe fame of their Acti¬ 
ons to Pofterity. That thrice every year they Ihould offer folemi* Sacrifice; 
in Winter for the Happinefs of the year, in Mid-winter , for the fruitfulnels of 
it, and at the end of Winter for Vidtory, The Scythians every year .paid him a 
Denarius a Head in way of Tribute, he being to protect them from their Enemies, 
and propagate Superftition amongft them; Niord had to wife one Shade, which 
leaving him married a little after to Othin, and by. her he had many. Sons, the , 
Name of one of which was Semmin'g, Then' did new Scythia, viz. Suecia get the 
He die*. Name' of Manheim , and the Great Scythia of Guihe'm. At length,. Othin, > whendie 
had lived long enough, died in; Suecia: Being near his end, he commanded alibis 
Members and Limbs to be marked' With, nine Scars, which the Ancients called 
Geirs Odde. He farther commanded, that fuch- as were beaten down in Battel 
fhould be facrificed to him,as the moft acceptable-oblation that could be. After his 
death he appeared to many, efpeciallyif- fome confiderable Battel wasathand. For 
many he obtained-'Vi&ory; others beSffVited into the Palace of Pluto, called Vd- 
' halden. His Body was folemnly hurried, and a Funeral Banquet together, with Sa¬ 
crifices were inftituted to the Honour of the deceafed:. Sucff is the Account we have 
concerning the Life andDeath of thfc Woden, aridjfeis Expedition put of Agardia 
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ug "Ibe Original of the Saxons, Part IV, 

77 T into SaxonyStom an Ancient Chronicle faid to have been written by Snorro, the Son 

of Star lay,an eminent Man in IJlandy about the year of Our Lord mo. And with this 
Relation J or the main,agrees the Eddadi Jjland a moft Ancient Monument,?* times 
Martini an Ancient Writer alfo, as Job. Mejfenius hath it, and another old to 
Gotbick Clironicle publilhed by the faid Mefenius, from feveral Manufcripts 
which agreeth in aU things almoft with the Relation made by Smrro the Son of . 

Edda makes mention of Odin his making a long flay in Saxony, that he 
pollefled the Countrey far and wide, and diftributed it amongft his Sons, whereof 
Vegdegg obtained the Eaftern Saxony, Begdeg Wejlphalia, and Sig Francta It adds 
that haying done this, he himfelf went into another Countrey called then Rt- 
idcotoland, afterward Jutland, of which he had to himfelf as much as he plea- 
fed, and over it fethisSon Skidd, who was Father to Fridkif, whofe Pofterity 
was called Skioldungar or Skioldrades, from whom the Kings oi Danmark are des¬ 
cended. Afterwards relating how he went into Suitbiod or Suecia , it adds that he 
built the City from him called Sigtun, and now enjoying Royal dignity, called 
himfelf Niord. Therefore in the Annals it is found, that the hrlt King of tow, 
was Niord becaufe Odin the moft magnificent King there feigned, though 1 
before him other Kings there ruled. Laftly it relates how Odinconidmted twelve 
Perfons, for adminiftring of Law to the People according to the Turkijb Cultoms, 
in imitation of what was done at troy. Johannes Martini tells the Story how 
Woden, with twelve Judges of theKingdom called Drotnarii,hs Wifi eFrigga, and 
Children, and a great Army went into Ryjland, over which having happily con¬ 
quered it he appointed Governour his Son Bo. His Affairs having fo profperoufly 
Succeeded in Ryjland, he faded over the Sea into an Ifland of Denmark, called 
OdenSoo, which to this very day faith he from Woden his inhabitingthereikeeps 
its Ancient Name. Having alfo made fome ftay ift the Dukedomicf Slefmck, and 
from a certain Cunning woman called Gefion, learnt how fruitful! and beauti- 
fuil a Countrey was Suecia, having left Hilfatia under the Rule of feven of his Sons, 
he departed thither and a long time lived at Sigtun , where he obtained great Fame 
and Veneration amongft the Sueones, who were amazed at the things formerly re¬ 
lated which ho* did by Magick, aud particularly at this, that he could pafs vaft 
Seas in a little Skin or Pelt which he was wont to fold up together like a Bag. 

Dying at Jaft at Sigtun , he was with much Honour, and no linall 'Quantity of Gold 

g* Body 15 and Silver burnt, and by how much higher the finoke afeended from the kindled 
mt pile by fo much they efteemed him placed in an higher degree, m the other World. 

The Saxogothick Chronicle relates, that Woden being Prince and alfo Pneft of As- 
gardia, kUledand offered Men afweU as other Animals unto Idols. That coming 
with all his Diarii, and a great multitude,of other Men into Ryjlsnd, thence he 
proceeded into Saxony, which he committed to the Government of his Sons, and 
bv Sea palled to a certain Ifland called Odenfaa in Fronia , at the writing of that 
Book. Having underftood, tljat there was a good Land near £<jgerc,thither he went 
with his Diarii, and took a piece of ground to himfelf whichi he called Sigtun. 

Niord placed himfelf at Nuburg, Freyar atVpfal, Hymdel at Hymlurg, Thora at 
trmdwagn, and Balder it Bredeblike, where they introduced the Cuftome of fa- 
crificing Here istobe underftood, that after Woden and Ins fiarn xame into the 
Northern Parts, Art Magick came in ufe, but prevailed especially m Finmark. 
Concerning his wonders performed by this Art, his death and honours, he relates 
the fame with Snorro the Son of Star lay. 

8 Such is the Account we have of the return of the Getes or Goths mto Ger¬ 
many, under Condudof Woden, from thefe moft ancient Northern Writers: a 
flory the Reader cannot but a little ftartle at, as favouring of fuch Poetick fancy, 

„ and Romantick humour, as ufually covers the Ongina s of Nations, under the veil 
of Obfcurity. That fuch fancy and humour is prevalent in this Story^cannot:be 
denied,. efpeciaUy as to the Perfons and Pradices of. our wonderM Woden. We 
inuft confefs, that thefe Northern Parts have abounded with Tales inferted into 
their Magical Songs and Incantations, and that Edda the ancient Monument, we 
have cited, was no other but a Storehoufeof Allegories and Fancies, a Ihop out oi 
which Poets were to gather materials, and furnilh themfelves with, fit Conceit, 
for their SuperftitiousDitties* Andto fpeakthe utmoft, lts a t0 ^. f S. redA lS 
ancient Chroniclers from it and Tradition had then greateft CoUeftions Indeed 
as Kranzius o bferves in his Hiftory of thefe Northern Countries, it’s difficult for- 
any Man to write the Original of any Nation, and not to touch uponfome Fa 
bles • not onely thsG reeks, but each other People have the* Heroick Story. Xet 


Angles and jut es^ that invaded Britain. ii 9 

"■ as in thefe of the Greeks as' moft think, is involved much alfo of truth, and real Sect. 2-. 
things covered with fictions, which may be dil'covered to have been real, by con- 
fent of other Circumftances of times and places; fo perhaps upon difquifition we 
may find the fame in this Subject, whereon we now. infift. In the fir ft place, to 
grant fuch Stories as are told of Magick to have been general Fables and Ru- 
Magicai in- mours of the People; yet this we muft fay, that to any one who has either tra- 
chantmeiuj ve jj ec j j nt0 t i ie f e p arts 0 r hath been converfant irt the Hiftories of theie Northern 
muchufed Nations, it will appear, that they have been in former time (whatever they are 
at prefent, and let this be confidered) moft propenfe to Inchantments, direful! 
Imprecations and other Magical Charms and Tricks. Many Monuments of their 
ancient places of burial with their Runick- Infcnptions, fufhciently teftify enough 
of this matter at this very day. 

9. But to put our velitary or weaker Arguments in the Front of our Ingage- 
ment, that Woden and his Companions came from Afia, bears fome refemblance 
of truth,- becaufe his firname is Aas, and they have that of Afuni. vtfer in the 

His sirname plural is the fame as Afiaticks, whereof the fingukr is As or Aas, given to Woden, 
was Au in an extraordinary manner with too great an AdjunCt* as Den Almegjle Aas. 

This is more evid’ent from that ancient form of an Oath, which in old time was 
ufedin Norwey, So help me Frier, and Niordar, and that omnipotent As, meaning 
Woden, whom they facrilegioufiy elevated into the place of the higheft Divinity. 

Hereupon the Ancient Goths to witnefs their defeent from thefe their Deities, Wo¬ 
den, Thor, Skiold, and the reft, were wont to add the word As unto the Names 
of their Children, it fignifying with them as much as Divine or- Saiflt. As Asbi- 
orn ( or as the Danes write it Esberne (we Osborn) St. Beare or As Beare, As- 
geir, As-Speare, Asgrimur, Asivalfe, Asketil, Asdog, Aslakur, (the Danes call it 
Axell) that is Dius Famalus, or As feruant, and as thefe and others belong to Men, 
fo fome there were that appertained to Women. Farther, that in Sarmatia Ajia- 
Hi*Countrey tica -> there was really fuch a place called Asgardia.o r Aspurgia , and People known- 
Afiurgia. by the Name of AJiotce, and Afiani a Countrey by Strabo exprefly and peculiarly 

called Afia, we have already feen. Hence when Woden and his .Followers came 
into Germany, was the Name of Afciburg, or as now it is called Asburg, given to 
an ancient City there mentioned by Tacitus, this being far: more probable than 
that it fhould be founded by VlyJJ'es, it being the Cuftome of thefe Gothick Nati¬ 
ons, to give the Names of the places from whence they came> to their newly 
acquired Conquefts. In the Preface to the Edda, the Countrey whence Woden 
Part whereof came, is called Turcia, and Mela witnefieth that the .Inhabitants of Aspurgia ,, 
was called were f ome 0 f them called Tuna • being the fame with thofe Goths,c ailed Tyrfagetee , 
urcia ' who from the Mountain Taurus might receive fome denomination. And as fuch 

like Denominations, when they come to be fixed upon Nations or Families com¬ 
monly flick; fo probable it is, that after the Saxons came into Britain, the 
Name of Turk ftill continued, though the reafon of the Name might be in the. 
dark. For in the County of Lincoln upon the Trent, fome four or five Miles from 
Gainsborough, there is a Town now called Torkfey, which the Saxons in their Lan¬ 
guage called tujuejigge or the Ifland of Turks. But as we faid before the prefent 
Turks came into thefe parts of AJia long after, when the Goths returning into Eu¬ 
rope had forfaken them. 

10. Farther, that Woden came into Ryjland, is made probable from the proper Vide shering. 
Names of feveral Places there. In the Borders of Livonia, formerly accounted lumi , D ‘L 
part of Ryjland, was a Province from him called Odenpoe, as mucH as to fay, Vpon 'csmisAngii, 
Woden, denoting as fome think, that all their Hope and Expectation was upon c. 13. 
him. In the Bay of the Sarmatian Sea, is alfo a certain Ifland from him called 

h the S ° n Wodejholm, by the Danes Odesholm, and Vodtjbolme. Woden leaving Ryjland,. 

Kingdom of left King over that Countrey, his Son Bo, as both Saxo Grammaticus, and Johannes 
Wand. Magnus relate, calling the faid Bo King of the Rutheri, the Land of whom by the 
Goths was called Ryjland, Roxilania in the Latin Tongue, and in times paft RuJJia 
extending from the Mouth of the River Vijlula, as far as the Bank of Mceotis, and. 

Tanais with the Riphean Mountains, in the Circle of which are at this day con¬ 
tained Prujfta, Livonia, and a great Part of Mufcovy, w r ith other Countries. Now: 
that from Ryjland, Woden by Sea came into the Northern Parts of Germany , be- 
fides what is faid by Johannes Martini, other Circumftances render very probable. 

Firftit has been the conftant opinion and tradition of the Saxons themfelves,. that 
thither they fame not by Land but Sea. Then as in other Places, fo in thefe Qiiar- 
ters of Germany, Woden left feveral marks of his Name. From him otherwife cal¬ 
led Wodan and Godan , Sialand formerly called Wetallaheeth, received the Name of 

Goda- 
















c erl . _ Godanoma, or Codanovia, as alfo all the Straits beftt with Wands, that of Sinus 
^ Godanus or Codanus, the Zty of Godan or Codan. Then it feems very probable, Jgy 
that Woden brought Poetry and the Runick Letters m ufe with the Goths, _becau(e muGrRm> 
of old they called the Runick Speech by the Name of Afmal, or the Afian Lan-«««. 
enaee ■ which is preferved in Ifland more pure, thariin other places. Fimbul, who 
is reported to have been the Scribe and Prophet of thefe Afa is indeed faid to have 
invented the Rrnick Letters or Characters; but Woden is faid to have cut them, 
and t&ueht the People the ufe of them, for which reafon he was called Ranhofdi, 
or the Head, Principal or Chief of the Rum, which were imagined to have won- 
derfull Power and Operation in Prayers and Imprecations. But of thefe more,in a 

moie properPlace^is ^ Travels of t h e Goths out of the more Northern Parts 
into Germany , arid the adjacent Iflands are farther made out by the Infcnptions in 
Runick Charaders, which are extant both in the faid, Iflands, andin Sweden, as 
well as by the confent of the Annalifts of thefe Quarters. Great Pillars were in 
Sweden, not long fince to be feen, which the Infcnptions upon them mamfefted 
to have been ereled by them in memory of their Worthies, which had loft their 
lives in Greece Thrace , or other places. From Woden and his Companions who 
were Scythian), came Sueica to be called Nova Scythia and the Inhabitants of the 
Cherfonefus, or th tCimhri to be called by the Greeks Celtofcytha , being- firft to 
them known by the Name of Cimmerians , and why by this, but that becaufethey 
were firft in Scythia called Cimmerians , and into Germany , and thofe Parts tra- 
The Jutes, veiled from Bofphorus Cimmerius. But to come near to our matter, we know that 
Saxom, and Anceftours came out of Germany , confifting of Jutes■ ( Gates or Getes ) Sax - 
iS'S.SSJ an, and Angles, three of the moft valiant People of that Countrey 
them Pam of p I0 i emy j t appears that in Scythia or Cimmeria, there were three feveral People 
Gernav,™- known by the very fame Names. He fpeaks of Jot a :, lying upon 

o 7 m£ the Sea of the Rhymmii. Of the Safones, under the and Alan Mountains. 

Now though he mentions not the Angles, yet the Suebt he doth, or Suevt, part of 
which Nation the Angli are rationally thought to have been j being fo called 
from the Angle or Corner on which they feized m Germany. This is accounted 
no fmaU Argument, thatthefe People came into the Maritime Parts of Germany, 
at no other time, -nor under any other Conduct than that of Woden becaufe before 
the time of his Expedition,no fuch Names as thefe do occur in Northern Writers,but 
after this they became famous, efpecially the Saxons. In the Sueogothick Annals, 
thofe of Norwey and Danemark their Memory flounlhes, but amongft the ancient 
Greek and Roman Writers, the Saxons are known ; as alfo the Jutes by the Name 
of Cimhru though the Sueli by that of their own. 

xx In SarrJiaw many Towns, efpecially in ii^which it appears plainly 
The Names of to have borrowed theirNames from the Saxon Tongue. Refuel fignifies a place 
their Towns where two Seas meet, Riga, Riches, and others there are whofe Terminations are 
the fame. . , And as for the Maritime Parts, there they fpeak that Language to 

mis very day, which are prefumed manifeft figns that thefe Countries were for¬ 
merly fubjed to Woden and his Saxons, part of whom fuch as there took not up 
their abode, pafled over the Seas into Germany. Let that farther be confidered tha 
the PeninfulaTwhen Woden came thither had the Name of Reidgothaland, but af¬ 
terward received that of Jutia, and whence fliould this change come but from the 
Goths Jotes or Jutes, who came and feizing on this Countrey inhabited, efpeci- 
aliv the Weftern Promontory thereof ? But we had almoft forgot what in courfe 
fliould before this have been remembred, that not onely our Anceftours, ^ 
lutes' Saxons and Angles, but others the Principal Nations of Germany, had their 
Name Jutes in Scythia. Strabo places the Macropogones or Longobards mCmmem, 
about Syndica, niarto which Woden* faid tohave reigned 
be true'Indeed that other Colonies did afterward go out of Scania, but yet before 
thefe Migrations, that fuch of this Name inhabited part of Germany both Tacitus 
and Ptolemy may afliire us. All know that in Germany there are the Treres, Tre 
*"or SIoSTriersmSaxanJie Tracer, and fuch there wereJ-MjA 
The Chatti lied in Germany, under the Mountain Rehbotus, not far from the > 

Angli md Camani, and Ptolemy places them alfo in Scythia, next the Majlagetes, 

Bting very “‘^.“YttfmXdotl/ra^htUy (efpecially in conjpnftion with *¥ d, li *■> 
mii alike ill gents'! ; n f orC e the probability of tills Plantation, that the Gwfacl Nations or ^ 

* !1 th “ 8 ‘- Silthekmannet^ and Inclinations much fuited with the 

Both th^one and the other efteemed it Noble to dye in war, but difgracetull re 


r.dAP TL Angles ~and jutes, that i nvaded^ Britain. _ I ^ 1 1 

fprinkled) botheritred utto Lj . j and f 0U ght againft the Enemy. The 
together with the Men, mga^e ‘ 1 , Scythians in A ft a. And fuch Goths 

^rthemfelves were the Mountains as far as 

as inhabited in Europe on this fide » Gottones * samogette and Sauromata, 

Germ my, called with fome variety » ^ j • ^ f or warlike enterprizes, Hippocransd: 

and of them Alans Right Breaft burnt off ,'***** 

equalled the Men themfelves, and r atne N ame ind were not fulfered 

whereupon from the Dj ^ 
to marry till they, had killed th n Danemark once to have bred. Lib . 7 . 

ons and Anions, like to thefein, and that was to make Cups 
Another though barbarous Cuftome g h . t ^ s being accounted by 
of^fuUsofi 

the Goths the Sum of all .f, el S’ C r,,, nothinS r mor e evinces the thing we are 
ftould drink Nappy Ale with Bmnotlungmore f 

about to prove, than the «'-f ^"".“Tthofe of the Turks atATerfi- 
tick Tongues with tiie Saxons, • the Cimbrick Cherfonefus , but as 

Now hov J c .° u d bvfuch^were once Neighbours to thefe Nations, and after- 
they were “^"'^fe^MbreovAie moft ancient Names both of 
ward travelled into thele v^uaite . , ^ d continue amongft 

places and Perfons were the tarns, and n,^ofthem And as for 
us, Erick , Beng, Eilmerox F “ lrne ^themfelves as wfden, Thor, Siggo, Skiold or 

SSSsSeassajS^sw: 

with Widen, Fa “ es - Fet 

wajj 

Both Nations ther, will at leaft mforce a Probaklity. i e ^ ere two le veral People bear 

proceedfrom kers to have been of one and_the fame;ddeent, an are yer, 

- the fame Name, a vehement itW as amongft 

they have not ever been feparated from e ach other A butno Foot . 

the' Saxons, that by Sea they came into ^ofeQuarters^^ of WoJeHt 

fteps of any other Invafion or Migrations reC eive his defer- Shmnghams 

Let this Opinion then ftand at leaft as Probationer, anq i ingenious ubt 

Tf^ot ^fns^re^ikeitout^W^tfliaU^e^ayaTto^he tmiecd ridsMigmtio^t 

about t S ho pretc-ndcd beginning of the Paa.Jh ^have 
and the adjacent places, and to Saxony, Suevia and\ Jutt , l g 

properNames. And one there is who will have teS^taJmg^xx^ 

Son to the rife of the Danifk Kingdom, and to have i^edthe Danes^o 
endeavoured tofliake offthe GotUck Yoke, £ w \hofent tta. for 

pie, were conftrained to crave aid of Havel Kifflpof ■ 

King his Son Dan ( from whom ZtaM received its Name) whoby lus valour re, 

the 49 tijyear of the World, ht^l° , 

KfngCthe^Founders of thVfcven Kingdoms, all wluoh are tewed intoM^om 
Wa%«> Hcnull and Harfa his Brother ate faid by the °‘ ™a r Tckl the 

have been but the Abnepotes or fourth in defeent from ^ how could this be? 

Founder of thfe Kingdom of the Weft Saxons, the Tenth : yeafs before IO i 8 

For this Chronology will have Woden, hye and^ ^ 4 Birth, the J 9 

Clirift, and Hengijt came not into Britain, till about 449 ) e « salt h{ rat \ 

Great Grandfather, Grandfather and Father of Bengif mjjt at^tnn me nave 
been nigh as long lived as Methufalah, fuppofwg them to hav g m iddle 
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Sedt. 2. ^dle of their Age. Some therefore tell us, that as amongft the Greeks there 

were feveral that bore the Name of Hercules, but that they were all confounded to- *rr<n>ipi m 
Three that gether, and what was done by all was afcribed to one; fo alfo it fell out as to ?' E - 
the matter of Woden. There is one that thinks there were three of this Name all 
deified: the firft defcended from Saturn and the Trojan Kings, called Aft anus, and 
Odin bin Gamle , or Woden the Ancient, who never came into Carpoe, but hisName Gimm!" 
and Rights were hither brought by others- The fecond of ZJpfal, to whom in 
Suedeland was a Temple dedicated, which was very fumptuous Ihining with Gold, 
who was alfo called Afianus , but a ftranger of the Scythians. The third was called EcdrfJtl 
Methodinus , or Middle Woden , of whom Saxo Grammaticus maketh mention, who, '''*<» a,i. 
the other Woden being abroad, tookoccafion to feign himfelfaGod, but after his h)l,,ni - 
return relinquifliing his Preftigiatory tricks fled away into Phaonia , there to lurk; 
buf was flain by the Concourie of the Inhabitants. Another produces a fourth 
Woden, who being beaten by Pompey out of Ajia, into the Northern Parts, taught A,ngr; mn p. 
the People the Arts and Laws of the Afiaticks, and was therefore had in efpecial »-«• 
Honour. But his flight is from the Romans alfo afcribed unto him of Z/pfal, 
although they are reported to have lived in far different Ages. In thefe obfcure 
matters it’s difficult where to fix. If fuch was the Defcent of our Saxon Conque- 
rours, there mull be a Woden., much later than that firft we have fpoken off, nay 
‘later than the Iaft of all thefe mentioned. But it’s a ufual thing with Ethnicks to 
father fuch upon their Gods as they are at aloft with, as to their Pedigrees. Or 
fome notable Warriour, the more to aggrandize his Name, might aflume to himfelf 
or have given to him that of Woden. 

16. Let us admit then of this ftory of Woden, and the great Army of Safons, 

Getes and Suebi, that came with him into Germany. Now let us fee what there 
they did, let us take a view of thefe feveral forts of People, there fuppofed to be 
planted. Nicholas Cifner , a Learned Lawyer of Spira, in his Preface to Krantzius 
his Hiftory of Saxony; having brought the Sacce and the Saxons (fprungfrom them) 
out of Ajia, whence from theEaft they betook themfelves Northward, and from 
the North by Degrees into Countries nearer to thefe parts of the World, is of 
opinion, that moft of the People of Germany, as the Suevi, Catti, Alani , Cimbri, 

The Situati- Daci, Dani, Get a and Goths almost in thefame method and manner, powered them- 
on of old Sax- f c i ves into Europe; fo that what Neighbourhood was amongft them in Ajia, the 
feat Of our an- & me almoft continued with them in Europe. But, the old Saxons, or thofe that 
cienc Saxons, firft invaded Germany, feated themfelves in that Countrey, which at prefent con¬ 
tains Holfatia, properly fo called, Dithmarfh, Stonnar and Wagria: the breadth of 
it lies from the City of Slefwick to that of Hamborough (placed in the utmoft part 
of Saxony ) the length from the Weftern to the Eaftern Sea, or from the German 
Ocean to the Baltick, having old France adjoining to it, between the Mouths of 
the Elle, and the Rhine. For Ptolemy places the Southern Border of Saxony, be¬ 
twixt the Mouth of the River Altis (nowElle ) and Chalufus ( or Trane, which 
runs by Lubeck ) the Northern Border as Adamus Bremenjis fixethit was the River 
Egdom, which feparated the old Saxony (from lying North of the- River Elle, 
called Nortalbingia ) from Danid. Of, the People inhabiting this Saxonia Tranfel- Admit Bn- 
liana, thefame Authour makes thisdiftin&ion. Of theTranfelbian Saxons, there 
The fort* of are three People: the firft are the Ditkmarfi upon the Ocean, whofe Church i sfjfyjf' 
the Tranfeibi. Mildenthorp. The fecond are the Holfati, fo called from the woods where they mfitn «/- 
an Saxons, j^abit, being watered by the River S.tare: their Church is Sconenfeld. The third 

and more Noble are Stormarii,. fo called becaufe that Nation is alfo tefled by Se- HoksSjtod 
ditions: their Metropolis is lofty Hanburg. With this divifion agrees Helmoldus, Saten h, f ! > 
in his Sclavian Hiftory. The oi^Saxonyw^s not therefore Wefiphalia, as Krantzius, 
and feveral others were of opinion, but that which at this day is called the Duke- cob. 'aiu 
•dom of Holfatia. tTcSt 

1 7. But afterward by their Conquefts our Saxons fo inlarged their bounds, fdiffeii:. 
that feveral other Divifions came in ufe. For all thefe Maritime Parts as far as tmoitfixm 

thefrTeSdtS the River Scheld and Flanders, werecall e&Saxony; then came up Names of Saxonia 
ries. CtJfrhenana and Saxonia Inferior , as for new Saxony, or that which bears the Name quisfiilm- 
at this day, it’s but a final! Pittance of the other. All thefe though diftinguilhed 
enough amongft themfelves in Germany , were firft known to the Greeks and Ro-" m ' u ' 
mans by the name of Cimbri, as the Sea jfrom the Cimbrica Cherfonefus, as far 
as Flanders, having been called Mart Cimbricum. Though the Saxons brought their 
Name out of Afta with them, and* were by it fufficiently known at home, yet Pto¬ 
lemy is the firft Authour that makes mention of it: and after it became known, 

- . and 
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and famous to Greeks and Romans, by it they underftood that Part of the Cimbri Sect. 2. 
inhabiting betwixt the Rivers Rhine and Elbe, which had been conquered by 
The Seats of our ancient Saxons. So much for the Seats of our ancient Saxons , now let us 
the Angii fo we can f mc { t { m t ofthe Angles, and we are pointed to if by Ethelmrd, ub. z.c. i. 
and our own Monk of Malmsbury, who tell us, that Old England was fituate be¬ 
twixt the Saxons and Giotes, having its Capital Town, m the Saxon Tongue 
called Slefwick, but Haithaby by the Danes. Betwixt an Arm of the Baltick, or 
old called Slia and the Bay of Fletefioicke, did this Countrey lie; which foil, by 
its Inhabitants is called Anglen ; by Krantzius and others that write in Latin An¬ 
glia. The Inhabitants were more anciently called Suevi, being part of the DlAnnlifC ^ 
Nation which Ccefar witnefleth in his time to have been the greatelt and moft pose ngie CiJ'- 
Warlike of all the German Nations. Ptolemy, though others mention more, ncrus in Prxr. 
diftinguiihes them into three forts of People, viz. The Suevi Longobardi, the a N• 
Suevi Semnones,. and the Suevi Angili, whom Tacitus and other Hiftorians contrac- 
tedly call Angii. But fome make a great doubt, others deny that the Sax- 
ores Angii, and thefe Suevi Angii, were the fame Nation; and upon this ground, 
becaufe Beda calls the Angii, Saxons, but the Saxons and Suevi were not the 
fame Nation, being Nations diftinCt both as to Name and Place. To 
this others anfwer, that fo it was indeed at their firft coming into Germany ■ 
but afterward part of the Suevi, with their Seat about the Elbe was con¬ 
quered by the Saxons, and after this retained both their own Name, and 
yet got that alfo of Saxons. So the Normans and Britains retain their old Names 
in Gall, and yet in a general acceptation, are called French. And as we faid 
before, the Saxons palling over the Elbe, pierced as far as the Rhine, nay, the 
Scheld and all People in this compafe obtained the firname of Saxon, efpeci- 
ally fuch as lived within the two former Rivers. Now that part of the Suevi 
were feated betwixt thefe two Rivers, Strabo is a fufficient Witnefe, who al¬ 
fo teftifies that the Suevi were a reftlefs People, and wont often to change 
their Seats. Therefore though the Suevi Angii in the days of Tacitus and 
Ptolemy, inhabited the Inland Countrey, yet fome time after they might 
remove, being not wont in Ctefars time (as he allures us) to flay any lon¬ 
ger than a year or two in a place. 

18. Being invited by the Saxons to joyn with them in War againft the Danes, Vide Suffri - 
they mixed with them in the Cherfonefus, or in Jutia, the Danes being ejected, d fJ n 0 ^ u fj i , 
who fometimes again recovered their ground and expelled them. But hence the ^or.ldlc.u. 
Angii received the Name of them under whofe Patrociny they were, being shcringkt- 
. when amongft the Suevi, called Anglo Suevi, when amongft the Saxons, Angii JJJ * J,l ~ 
Saxones, in Pomeravia, Angii Pomeravi, in Frifia, Angii FriJij, and fome were cal¬ 
led Angii Germani; but the Angii Saxones became moft eminent, becaufe they 
came over into Britain in Conjunction with the Jutes and true Saxons, the Name 
of which Beda gives to both the other, which argues this People to have been 
then under their JurifdiCtion. This doth much make for this Opinion of their 
changing their Seats, that neither Ptolemy nor any after him till they came into 
Britain makes any mention of the Anglim the Cherfonefus or Jutia, and when they 
come to be mentioned as inhabiting the. Cherfonefus, none fpeaks of their living 
upon the Elbe, a great fign they were thither removed. Neither after this time 
doth any Geography fpeak of two forts of Angii feparated as to the place of their 
Habitation. But, in making this difcovery of the Place of the Angii, we have 
Be Seats of light upon that of the Jutes too, who inhabited Jutia, which ftill retains its 
'Name being a moft known and remarkable Member of the prefent Danijb King¬ 
dom. A Geographer fpeaking of the Parts .of the faid Kingdom, tells us, that 
Gothia is mojt fpacious and Populous, in the place of which Name, the former 
Syllable being vitiated, one near to it is retained, and it is called jutia: But that 
...... the Name of Jutia or Jutland was ancient, not onely Adqmus Bremenfis, but 

Saxo Grammaticus witnefleth, as alfo Beda, who more than once calls the In- vffenus dc 
habitants thereof by the Name of Jut at. For a very learned man affirms to us Bm.Exiejiar. 
that all the Manufcript Copies-of that Authour which he confulted, fo, read it, 
and not Vita, wherewith alfo concur, Florentius oiWorcefler, William of Malmf- sixmea xg- 
bury, Henry of Huntingdon, Matthew of Weftminfier, Ralph of Chefter and others, 

Fabius Ethelward the Saxon Writer calls the Cotintrey Giota and the People “ m et 
Giotce • the Saxon Annals of Peter burg seaumi and lotum. Agreeable to this is chronologic. 
the mention which Ajferius Menevenjis makes of Ojtac the Grandfather, of King saxomu 
Alfred by the Mother, that He was a Goth by Nation being iffued from the T C:I!11, 

R a . Goths 
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Se& 2 Goths and Jutes, for it ought to be read Jutis, and not as it is moft vitioufly 
' printed, Judis. In refped of thole Jutes it is that the King of Danemark retains 
ilill the Title of King of the Goths ; and with reference to their Progeny may 
' that of Belifarius be interpreted in Procopius , which has put fo many to 
a plunge, where in his Treaty with the Ambafladours of the Goths, he tells 
them, we alfo permit the Goths to have all Britain, being far better than Sicily, 
and though it was in times paft fubjeft to the Dominion of the Romans. 

19. But be it that fome Copies have it Vitce, this might eafily be changed 
whence 1 ™ ^rjuitie , the firft Letter being taken away or omitted; and J might eafily be 
changed into G, as in the Laws of Edward the Confeflour they are called Guta, 
by reafon of the nearnefs there is in the force of thefetwo Letters. Be they Jet a, 

Juta, Juita, Jota, Jotmi, Get a, Geatuni, Giota, or Guta , it’s the fame Name 
as well as thfng, the Orthography and Terminations according to the diverfe 
fancy of People, and their pronunciation being onely various, as happens ufu- 
ally in all other Names, lea reel y any Nation or Town being written and called 
every whit the fame in any two Languages. Some therefore feem to approve of Fairicius 
the prefent Copy of Beda , calling them Witt, whereof one tells us, that at fe- ckmmeenjh 
veral times going out of their own Countrey, fome came into Britain , others ^igSmu 
palled the Rhine , and feized on part of Helvetia ., being afterward called u ' u 
Suiti and Suiceri , which Name Kill continues ; but to fpeak impartially, die 
Suicers with more probability fome derive from the Suevi , but Abbo Fiona - 
cenfis in the Life of King Edmund, calls the Juta by the Name of Viti, and 
this is not to be neglected that the Grandfather of Hengift is called Fitta; 
and Sir Henry Spelman upon other Quotations, approves the reading of the 
Word Witi: W and Gu being ordinarily ufed for each other, as in the Word 
William and Guilielmus. The Juta therefore being the fame with the Guta or 
Get a, the fame Original of Name, whether from S eaC a Gy ant, or from their 
Goodnefs the Reader may call to mind what we have faid in another place. 

Theirs was far more ancient than either that of the Angles or Saxons. As for 
the Saxons, Jftdore was fo good a Latinift, and had fo little skill in the Teuto- 
The Saxons nick Tongues, as to derive their Name from Saxum a Stone, becaufe they 
Derivation. were an | iarc j and robuft Nation, excelling all others in Piracy. Others fetch d 
it from Afchanes the Son of Gomer, but with what tolerable Reafon we are to 
feek. Doubtlefs the Name as well as the People was Gothick, and as to this, fe- vukafitnm 
veral there are who would have them called Saxones as Sacafones, viz. the Sons 
or Children of the Sac a, deriving them from this People, which they, fay skmgh-^ 
made Iricurfions into Battriana, Armenia, Cappadocia , the Hercinian Foreft, and mmmpm.', 
alfo into Germany. But of their Inroad into Germany they can bring no proof, f ‘ 
and as for the word r aex is the Name of a Saxon, not r e x JT° n in the Singular 
Number, whereof T aexei > is the Plural. Others fetch the Name from the Daugh¬ 
ter of the Tburingi, with whom this People having War, hid their long Knives 
under their Clothes, and with them called jeaxen when they were at a Treaty 
bafely cut the Throats of the Thuringi, who expected no fuch Treachery, and 
thence being before called Cimbri, obtained this Name of Saxons. 

2,0. It’s to be imagined that he that firft mentioned this had read of Nemtt 
coup j-eaxen, what the Saxons did with the Britains on Salisbury Plain, and its 
well his Learning was not fo Britijh, as to make them firft called Saxons from 
that bafe Action here • but it was not much better, for they had that Name, 
as feveral Learned Men have evinced, long before this 7 ‘huringian War, or the 
Name of the very Thuringians was heard of. Moft therefore and with moft 
Reafon take their Name from Saex, which Dignifies a Knife, or a crooked fort of 
lhort Sword, having teeth like to a Saw, or from Seif on or Saifon, which fignifies 
a Sickle, for that fuch like Swords were in ufe with the Getes is, very manifeft, 
and the ancient Arms of Saxony (as Pontanus tells us, were two fuch ° r $f Fr c Z c * 
Swords placed acrofs, the one over the other. This Derivation is as probable ‘ 1 
as can be brought in Matters that are conje&ural, it weretobewilhed we could 
The originar fatisfy-our felves fo well about the Origupal of the Name of Angli. Saxo Gram- 
of the name maticus derives it from Angulus Son of Humblus King of the Danes, but what 
of Augli. j t fignifies,and of what Language it is, he doth not tell us; neither do we hear any 
thing of the Angles being in Denmark in thefe ancient times, we find feveral 
Marks of them, leveral Towns w hich took Names from them in Germany, as 
Ingolftadt, Engleburg., Engelrute, and Ingelheim famou? for the Birth of Charles 
the Great, but no fbotfteps of them in Denmark. Widifcind a Saxon will have 
the Saxons called Angli from a certain IDand placed in a Corner or Angle of 
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- Se , W hich they fubdued: Others more truly (faith Cifnef) interpret Anglia Sect 2, 

o anAiSeorConierof theWoiU (but what s this to the pur- s^w 

pofS and aU thefe fetch the Derivation rather from the Latin dun 
■ Tongue Aventinus and Goropius Becams will have it of German fEma&ion. A 
JSac^tasus, that l g el or E f l iu this L— 
an Hook or Sling, an Hinge, and a Border or Limit, and li-iuc in a enerai 
fenfe he thinks that Ptolemy calls them Anguli, and Tacitus Angdt. Goropius 
makes choice of the firft Interpretation, whereby is Dignified a Filhing or Ang- 
lin<r Hook, as we even at this day call it, and he is of Opinion that the S.7X- 
°f 0 ca p e( i themfelvesas Hooks which caught all that was in the Sea - And 
as fS Se Suevi Angli, they might well alfo have this Name, becaufe- living 
near to^ theSiriand Vbii, they hook’d in all they could fnatch from them 
Neighbours. Amongft thefe Opinions (if one may interpofe) 1 ^ffkk 
Reafon why the Names of other German Nations ihould b e,German or Gothick 
and this of theirs onely taken from the Latin ^ certainly this is no common, 
but an extraordinary thing; and I believe they were called Angili or Angli , 
before the Romans had much knowledge of thefe Parts, for certainly Tacitus i 
“ give ttem the Name but found it before his time alined on them. In fo 
Conjectural a matter where it is free for any one to declare his Opinion, I rnuft 
coniefs I fide with Cifner, who believes the word to be German, but modeftly 
rather agrees with Aventine , who deduces it from a general rather than a fpecial 
fignificatlon and force of the word, leaving the choice thereof to the pleaftueof / 
tlie Reader. From fome accident in refped to their Habitation, they might be 
called Borderers at fome certain place and time, and this might ftick by them 
afterwards- or rather being, as we find, a Roving, Wandering People, it was 
not for nothing they roved and wandered, but for their advantage, to feek 
doubriefrwhat they could farther fnatch or hook into themfelves. Its no 
ftrange or unordinary thing for Nations, from their Prejing and Rapine to r - 

ceiveNames^ch for their places an d Names after thefe three People came in¬ 
to Germany. We muft now look upon them all under the general Namei of Sax¬ 
ons awhile, and fee what they did till fuch time as they Invaded For 

a long time we find .them ftrugling with the Danes, for the 
Countrey called Jutia, in which Conteft they had fuch fuccefs as War affordeth, 
fometimes coming off with lofs, and othervvhiles driving E “ 5 ’ 

at laft they were quite driven out themfelves, and forced, to leave that about 
which they had fo long contended. But the very firft Quarrel betwixt them su saxonm 
was not about Jutland, but a Love bufinefs, if we g ive h ?ec ^o' vhat _ ^f nmu ^Ge£tZ' 
writes, but what fcarcely himfelf believed. .One Sirublus King of Pkinus ox nmtiimr . 
Finland, had a very fair Daughter, and on her Gram the King *; 5 £ "g" 
Sweden was fo enamoured, that he muft needs quit his former Wife, the S* 1 {tj U as'pt.mt) 
ter of the late Swedifh King, whom he had conquered, and marry her. Yet 
was he not iu fuchhafle bS that he could flay from Confummatiog any .Ma 
riage quickly, you muft know he was coritra&ed to her now, and then depar dor occ:i?ae 
ted into Norncy, wliither his Military Afliirs called him, Being there mtangled m f 
fuch Difficulties as was judged he would hardly mailer, Silks began to «P“ lt „v,}, ( /.LiV 
him of what he had done, and Married his Daughter to Hemy King ot the 
Saxons, a People he knew to be fierce and Warlike, which would prelently be 
upon his Back, in cafe he Invaded Finland. But Gram was aware of tne ff nihm n bisjibi 
and having timely notice of what they were about, came upon them unexpectedly nihil 
and quite fpoil’d their fport, killing the Bridegroom e’er he could enjoy the 
Hmy their Bride, which he took inftantly from her Father. This is the firft mention^ OTHrtVjj 
King kill’d on made of the Saxons in the Danifh Antiquities, and I afliire you upon a very lad unde profic- 
day'bfGrnm occafion. Biit this Feaft, and efpecially the laft Courfe ftuckin their Stomachs, 

King of the they would fpoil Grams fport alfo in Norwey, where theyjoyned with tlie wa- ri a d v; mafc: 

Dam - tives againft him, and within a little time made him paft mocking, fending him SedunJett 

after their good King Henry. Neither was it difficult for our Saxons, who long nott ; mr f cr i. 

before this were potent at Sea, from Jutia to pafs into Norwey. But how, fa ith herns «»w-. 

our Authour, doth time change all things! Then did the Saxons there Wage mr > 

War, and Intermarry, whither now, a vigorous trade on the Coafts of Ger¬ 
many flourifliing in the hajads of the Saxons, fcarcely any would vouchlafe to 
Sail, who got their living upon the remoteft Seas. But lienee you may take 
a fcantling of the greatnels and ftrength of this Nation by its Warring abroau, 
and thus being courted to Marriage and .Alliances, 
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Sect, 2. 22 ~ The next King of the Saxons mentioned by Krantzius., is Sifrid, who li- 

v^v -0 vcd in the time of Hadding King of the Danes , with whom he had fome Skir- 
Thcy^fefhe iX iif]ies, but fti.ll lie kept polleilion of Jutia, which was loft by Hundinck his Son, 
who was worfted in a fingle Combat, to which he was provoked by Roe the 
Danijh King, who founded Rofchild a Town once famous in Daneniark. From 
this time the Saxons never had the entire pofleflion of Juteland, though fometimes 
tiie Dukedom of Slefwicke , the principal part of it was in their Dominion. The 
next Adventure made by our Saxons was about another LoVe bufmefs, lilting 
it feemsin fuck to intermeddle. Hotter, you mull know, the King of Sweden 
had a Miftrefs he much affe&ed, and a Rival one Balder , his Subject by Birth, 
and fo in this refpetft his Inferiour; but SuperioUr to him in the Opinion of the 
People, which for his Magical tricks, as it feems, had fanfied him to be a God. 

To War they went, a fuppofed God, for a Mortal Woman,- and he did not fo 
confide in his Divinity, but that judging himfelftoo weak for his King, he fought 
to Gelder the King of the Saxons for aid, a Perfon that very readily complied with 
his Demands. Though the Saxons had now loft Jutia, yet their Ships they had 
And are bea- not, which had tranlported them into Sweden., but that that King’s Fleet met 
ten at Sea by t i iein py t i ie wa y an d ftreight ingaged them. Now, as our Authour obferves, 

the Dones. & f U pp 0 fod Divinity could not prevail againft the Arms of poor Mortals. Bal¬ 
der is beaten and runs away. The Saxons ftick to it, and are flain every Mo¬ 
thers Son : Which the Enemy perceiving, made a fair Funeral Pile of their Vef- 

fels, and therewith moil nobly and gently confumed them. A Fadt, doubtlefs 
to be compared with that Generofity which Hannil.il the Carthaginian fliewed 
towards flain Marcellas. The next A (ft of the Saxons fliewed but little of Ge- 
r.crofity. They would have hedtor’d Wermund the King of Danemark out of Jutia, 
being now very old and blind, and having a Son, in whom for his reputed Stoli¬ 
dity, he had no pleafure. The Ambafladours in a jeering way offer a Combat 
betwixt this Son and their Mailers, which contrary to all expectation, the Fool 
accepts; nay,offers to meet in the Field both him and his Squire, and that with 
fuch fuccefs, that he firft doughtily flew the Squire, and then his Mailer. 

13. By this means the proud Saxons were forced to fubmit their own Necks to 
the Ypke which they had been fitting for others, though not long they conti¬ 
nued in that condition. For lhaking off the Yoke of Servitude again, in the days 
of Dan, the third of that Name, King of the Danes, they fent another proud Chal¬ 
lenge to them, either to pay Tribute, or to expedt them to come and fetch it ; but 
Another de- in this Adventure our daring Saxons were once again beaten. Here Krantzius fatisfies 
ear. tiie w onder of his Reader, why he Ihould fo much hear of Sea Expeditions, and no¬ 
thing of the Mediterraneous Parts; why the Danes Ihould Hill come off with Vi¬ 
ctory, and the Saxons ever with lofs and diferedit, a thing which did not fo fall 
out in after times. He tells him there’s no Body has written of thefe Matters but 
Saxo Grammaticus an Blander, one who made it his deflgn to extoll the Danes, as all 
other Writers Greek and Roman have done by their Countreymen ; had Saxo been a 
Saxon by his Countrey as well as by Name, he would have done the quite con¬ 
trary, and not obtruded thefe Fables upon the World, but perhaps others as bad 
on the contrary fide. Doubtlefs he is very fabulous and partial, and for that 
caufe we refer the Hiftory of thefe Northern Kingdoms to another Period, when 
he may have fomething certain whereon to fix ; but when we-have certain foot¬ 
ing as we have in the cafe of the Britains, Saxons, and others, then judge we it 
neceflary to give the Reader an hint of Fables, though Fables, which by that ha¬ 
bit we drefs them in, and that diftindtion we put upon them he may eafily dif- 
cover from rational and probable Stories. Then comes- Krantzius to write the 
Hiftory of the Cimhri, which made War in Italy, and other places, which we have 
heretofore difpatched in the Accounts we have already given of thofe Nations, 
againft which they .made Wan We have already told the Reader, that unto the 
Greeks and Romans the Saxons were firft known, as well as others, by the Name 
of Cimhri; but fo were all down to Gall, and even the Galls themfelves, of which 
Nation thefe Cimhri that invaded Italy and Greece, feem to have been. And 
whereas Krantzius faith they were Saxons, we fliall grant them fo to.have been, 
in a large acceptation, as their Name was alfo- communicated to all that inha¬ 
bited, even as iar as the Scheld. 

24. After this he reafliimes his Story of the War betwixt the Saxons and Danes. 

They paid Tribute to Fronte the Great, who reigned when our Saviour was 
born, and to his Son Fridleve as valiant and victorious as himfelf, but grudged 
to dee fo to his Son Frothc a Child of but twelve years old. They rebell, and 

the 
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the Armies meeting, the Controverfle is referred to another Duel between one Sect. i. 
They have the Star cater on the flae of the Danes, and one Hama on the Saxon part, who came 
worit again, by the word, having his head cloven afunder, from whom the Writer guefleth 

the Town of Hamburgh might receive its Name. Yet ftill would not the Saxons DeOdgMtm- 
reft, but fliortly after palling the Elbe (for they had loft to the Danes all lying burgituxif- 
beyond that River) they were again overcome and loft their Captain Hanef, from 
whom he thinks Hanofer might alfo receive its Name,- and truly one as likely as padpufum- 
the other. But for all this Svoerting the other Captain of the Saxons would not becil 0r ’g‘ ,:es 
be difeouraged, and prefuming he Ihould doe nothing by force, betook himfelf to H,vn ' Mr S e,, f e! ' 
Wiles and Craft. He invites the King of the Danes to his Houfe, and then fets it 
on fire, willingly therein perilliing like another Decius or Samfon, that thereby 
he might deftroy his Enemy. T he Sons of this Swerting took off his' Son and 
Succefiour from revenging his death, by giving to him their Sifter in Marriage, 
which procured fo good an underftanding betwixt them, that they lived loving¬ 
ly with him in his Court for a long time, till ftout Starcater returned thither. 

He (you muft know) fo rated the poor young King for harbouring thefe Snakes 
in his bofome, that to prevent flinging lie knock’d them on the Head, notwith- 
ftanding what their Sifter and her Children could doe to preferve them. Yet 
could not he get any Tributes from the Saxons, who now flood upon their miard 
and ftoutly defended their Liberty. ° 

• 2.5. What was done in the mean time in the Ifland Countries by the Saxons' 

Krantzius complains that we are ignorant, blaming Tacitus for being too much 
tacit us in this Particular. He then mentions in ihort what was done in Germany 
by Drufus and Germanicus in the time of Augufius , concluding, that thofe they 
had to doe with were Saxons, although fuch they be not called. After this he tells 
us another Tale of one Siwar a Nobleman amongft them, who had got the con- 
fent of the young Qiieen of the Danes j but one Haldan of Norway who had had 
a Months mind to her, but was diverted, by fome Wars he waged with the Ruffes 
2 i?LeLhf Iiear i?g °J t! ? e w ?dding, came as Gram had done upon them on the very day, and 
ry once more" c f ue jjy flaying the Bridegroom, took the Bride away with him: And thefe are 
the Saxon Antiquities (and goodly ones they are) which Saxo the Danijh Writer 
(in Name alone being Saxon) hath communicated to us; the reft are buried in 
Oblivion. From thefe goodly Antiquities he pafleth to what was done againft the 
Batavi inthe .tim,e of Vefpafian, but infills on this Subjecft but little as im¬ 
proper by his Confeffion. Next he falls into a grievous Complaint that none 
hath tranfmitted to Pofterity the Acftions of the Saxons in the Inland Countries 
not doubting but that fuch as had been fo ftout at Sea, would not be Cowardsat 
Land, but have a<fted fomething againft or with the Turingi and Vandals. He 
doubts not but they had an hand in that War of the Marcomans, in the days of 
Marcus Antoninus,, which affrighted the Romans no left than the Carthaginian Wars 
had done. But neither any of the Marcomans nor Saxons committed any thine 
relating hereunto to writing - we onely enjoy what the Romans wrote, which they 
did, as all other Stones, for the advantage and grandeur of their Empire, one- 
ly being filent as to the valiant deeds of their Enemies. We fee a Man hath 
plainly the advantage of a Lion, becaufe a Man was the Painter.. Could. 
a , 7 lon .. bave painted , we Ihould have feen another kind of Pkfture. Of 
Wittily SS WC my eo - m P Iain > but cannot amend them. Thus Krantzius 

H u fart - her obferv ? s ’ that , tU1 about three hundred years after the Birth of 

Chnft, there is no mention made of the in any Writer. The firft 

that mentioned them, is Eutropius, and after him Orofm, in the Reigns of Dio* 

Cletum and Maxtmian. Eutropius rentes how Caraujius being appointed to clear 
A £ mr J ca * md && c l Seas, which the Franks and Saxons in- 
- ^ he G % n tGok man y Barbarians, yet neither gave up the Booty to 
the Provincials, nor fent it to the Emperours, was fofpeftedfor. favouring oftffo 
h lnflghLrob them as they paffed by-, and for thisrS befog 
* kirn.thePurple :**Bomnia of 

h Tlus -related, by Ottfns m well-high the .feme words, and 

nf wtv Britannia, as he calls.it. Here our Authour infultsupoh t-Wo forts 

otiT'l the tWof k T* ys - Fl f’ £ uqh as fetch the Franh from the Lake of Mce- 
thnf I J J pf f ile h imaH the- Emperour, who was not yet bora - -then over 
Saxons, from the times of Theodorkh King 
the Franks, whowas. neither m being two hundred years after: This is to be 
taken fpecial notice ofthat in thofe days the Saxom exerrifed Piracy upon all 

tliefe 
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Ihsfe Coafts, and that as well the Britifb, the Gtfkki 
’feme have affirmed, that before the coming over of ™ Y W 

l-nmvn ro the Britain's. For Claudian the Poet, inveighing again ( ) • .P ’ tt enmjt 

tSe"-Lord 4 oo make,mendono 

” ;Lii„ g teiwForifedtarta^^S^f'dS ££. 

bothinhisEp,a,e ^ c 

store wa S j,il tot.Tradftom 

land and make depredations on the Continent; an cin\w» thmnplv wacmgcmi. 

Zv LamedManof our own wUl have the Count of the Shore through 

'«> ^ . .j i ' j p n \7incr that this Shore of Britain could Muniva 

out Britain, to have received his Title, denying tnat rnhhedoff 

be called the Saxon Shore, becaufe here they never landed but one Y robbed oh m 
«t In a matter of truth we muft be impartial, and affirm lnm (mm k!U 

overmen wtahe faith that,* W. reale »« any vberetkat the Saxom W* 

, foul tbemrehes upon the Shores of ?> mam, »* mre mat to Jail the- 

r; »/ t j he a s 

5 to come'to her excel* he haded i But whom thatLamed —»■ 

Man fo often ^ 

diafthe Count of the Maritime Trad was flain, and £«*■ 

nuke was circumvented by their Hoftile lying in wait; now what Barbarians^ „ 

fpries Can we imagine that thefe Rovers would not land any where, wheiethey mwn s, x . 

^S’tnco^e^ 

£JS 

Asfor the <^inio^ Rri/^lhould^fce 

S2S? an^htln^ 

being called in long after there was a Count of the Saxon lhore tUroug 

known tohave been excellently skilled both in Hdlory, the fer.esof Tunes, and 

0t *x8. L That our Saxons then were great Pirates and Rovers at Sea,: its 

all hands • but as one of our Learned Men denies they landed or madeany abode vjf , 

in Britain, fo another as eminent in things of this na t ur ^ l o » ^ ^ fa te & P c i!jy.w- 

before the coming of Hengift, they had fo much as paffedthe Elbe, and leate 

themfelves upon that Shore betwixt it and the Rhine fo commodious f 8 

of Shins and Navigation. He grants that in the time of Domitian, thro,ughthe 

Tra£l of Belgica and Aremorica, they infeffed the Sea, as , 

and that the Saxons «*» « Nation attive .*# Piracy on all■**W$Z&** 

the River Rhine to the City Donia, now called Danemarc-at fuch tim ) 

were caUed nto Britain, « Balm Ethehverdus affirms m the ^ond httfo ffigk 

of his Annak He denies not that they exercifed P racy'in thatMaritime Jad. 

but cannot yet, he faith, find that they fixed any where in ^ 

trad: Forf whereas it is read in *dm*s, that the QyuU 

zed upon Batavia, having thence beaten the ^^V offence he cannot 

upon him the defence of the Salit, reduced the Quad* into obedience, n ^ 
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aflent to it firft, becaufe the Quadi were no part of the Saxons , and then becaufe Sect. 2. 
(a) Emapitts Sardianus ( whofe Hiftory (J) Zozimus rather tranferibed than y“V> 
wrote one liifilfelf) neither faid they were Quadi, neither Canchi ( whom Clave- W* a &jvjr 
rins would fubftitUte in their Rooms ) nor Saxons, but Chatnani; (c) Julian him -fmiioEjT 
felf in his Epiftle to the Senate and People of Athens, fetting forth what he had f -«. 
done to the fame pUrpofe. BUt to this may be oppofed, firft, that they made ma- 
ny Inrodes, and thefe Intodes made by them were not fmall and contemptible, but ( c ) o f cr. }„- 
to fome extent; for (d) Ammianus Marcellinus vvrites, that in the days of Valentinian 1 “™-1*. i. 
and Valens, the Coafts of Gall were wafted by the Franks and Saxons, bordering fdfutn. 
upon them, each making excurfions as far as they could by Land or Sea, with 
grievous plunderings, firings, and (laughters of fuch as they took Prifoners. And 
farther, the Saxones Baiecajfmi, or the Saxons of Baieux , are mentioned by Gregory Lib. 5. c.25. 
of Tours, as ancient Inhabitants upon the Shore of Aremorica. It’s not the opinion 
onely of Krantzius, that the Saxons long before their coming into Britain had in- 
larged their Borders from Holfatia, on this fide the Elbe, almoft as far as the Rhine, 
but Aventims placeth the Saxons between thefe two Rivers, even in the days tfBoiar.AmuL 
* Auguftus Cafar. .Some Eaftward extend their Dominions through all the Sarmd- 
tian Sea, even almoft as far as the River Tanais, which feparates Europe from 
Ajta. And an ancient Chronicle in Rhime alledges from other Books, much more Vide a pd 
ancient, that all the Countrey beneath Neomagus, was in old time called the low- s c '* ri !% hm ‘ 
er Saxony , and that the River Scheld taking in its Waters from the Meufe and the ap ‘ 

Rhine, was its Weftern Border. To be fure that after the removal of the Franks 
into Gall, by degrees they fetled themfelves in their Seats, and not onely poflef- 
fed the Maritime Coaft betwixt the Elbe and the Rhine, but pierced into the in¬ 
ward Parts of Germany, on all hands is agreed. Thdfe things fpeakthe extent of 
the Saxon Power : which indeed was fo terrible both at Land and Sea ( where- 
chiefly ever they planted ) thatamongft all other Nations, in the decay of the Empire, 
towns ? the they by the Romans were moft iear’d. 

zp. We have now prefented our Saxons ready to take Ship, or their Keels for 
Britain, to which Voyage they were fufficiently inclined, doubtlefs from the 
knowledge they could not but have of the Ifland. And fo great inclination they 
had, that feme there are who fpeak nothing of an Invitation, but fay like unwel¬ 
come Guefts, as they proved, they cameabfolutely without fending for ; yet partly 
becaufe they could not ftay at home. For Ninius will have them driven by their 
Relations out of Germany , which another limits unto Frijia, as the Galls of old job. Gerlrand 
when their Countrey was not able to maintain their growing Multitudes, chronic. Bel*. 
fent out as to travell, three hundred thoufand of their Brood, to leek out new ‘ l,c ‘ 9 ' 
Habitations; fo Geoffrey of Monmouth would have us believe it to have been ft-Britan. 
the Cuftome in Saxony, to fend out their Numbers by Lot, to free themfelves 7 ’ 6 ^’ 1 ' 
from a fuperfluous Multitude. But we have good fecurity from Gildas, Beda, 

They take Raulus Diaconus , and many others, that they were fent for over by Vortigern, 
to»beinR?n- whom Gild as calls a proud and unlucky Tyrant, and Witichhd makes a formal 
viced by Vor- Embafiy to be fent, as we have before related. Therefore William the Monk of Dc Gc ft is K'g- 
tigtm. Malmesbury will have both Caufes to have concurr’d, which is not improbable . AngL 
It pleafeth them all (faith he) to fend for the Saxons and Angliewf of Germany, 
being -valiant at their Arms, and a wandering?eople. Hereby would accrue double profit, 
for being invincible, they would eafily beat back their Enemies; and hitherto being 
uncertain where to fix, they would take it for a mighty favour, if they'might have 
but fome rough and barren Soil, fome dry and hungry Heath to inhabit. They never 
imagined they would aft'any thing againfi their Countrey, the frefh memory of this 
favour would fo oblige them and foften the fiercenefs of their Difpofition. This Ad¬ 
vicebeing approved, Amfaffadours are fent into Germany, men really of quality, who 
would worthily difeharge themfelves of that publick Charabler . The Germans hearing 
they were courted to a thing which they themfelves a thoufand times had defired, 
quickly condefcended ; the pieafure they took in the Enterprize,fpurring them on to all 
expedition imaginable. Bidding therefore farewell to the Places that bred them , 
and renouncing the AJfeffions of their Parents, they commit themfelves to the fa¬ 
vourable Gqle of Fortune and the Winds, which in three long Ships, which they call 
Ciules or Keels, waft them into Britain. Now at this time and afterward they came 
from three forts of People in Germany, viz. The Angles, Saxons and Jutes. 

30. For, almoft all the Land which lies under the Northern Pole, becaufe it doth 
germinate fo many Men (fo the Monk plays with the*vord ) is not undefervedly 
called Germany, thougp diftinguifbed by many Limits of Provinces. Wherefore in 
like manner, as they whofe work it is, are wont to cut off the Luxuriant boughs of a 
S Tree, 
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c; C( q- 2 Tree, that it may have Juice enough wherewith to keep in Life the remaining - fo 
do the Inhabitants by the Expulfion of fome of their Number eafe their Mother, lefi 
by feeding fo numerous an Ojffpring fhe Jbould be exhaufted- but to prevent grudgings 
Calling Lots and difcontent, they ufe Lots for deciding the Controver fie, who jhallbe Jent away. 
who ftiaii goc. I hence is it , that the Men of that Land have made a Vtrtue of a Neceftity, that fuch 
as were driven from their Native foil, might by their Arms make themfelves room 
in foreign Countries, as the Wandals who formerly overran Africk, the Goths who 
pcffeffed Spain, as the Lombards which fill inhabit Italy, and the Normans poffef- 
ftttg that part of Gall, which they had won with their Arms , have called it Nor¬ 
mandy. Out of this Germany then came firft into Britain a fmall Band of Men, but 
m< X fuch as made good its fmalnefs by its Valour, two brothers of hopefull Inclinations, 

Horfa arrive and not ignoble in their Countrey, wz. Hengifl: andHotk, being their Captains. For 
with a fmall, they were the Abnepotes, or Great, great Grandchildren of that mofl ancient Woden, 

Company " 1 from whom almofl all barbarous Nations derive their Pedigree, and whom the Nations 
of the Englifh, madly fanfying to be a God, have by a perpetual Sacrilege confecrated 
to him the fourth day of the week to this very time, and the fixth day to his Wife 
Fred 

31. This is to be obferved from what we have formerly faid, that fuch as came 
over into Britain were of the Ancient Saxons, viz. thofe peculiarly fo called 
whofe feats we have Ihewn, and of the Jutes and Angles. Ninius will have Hengifl 
to have come out of an Ifland called Ogbul, whether by it he means the whole 
Cimbrick peninfula, or as Learned Vfher found in one Copy Angul, that is that part 
of the Cherfonefus, which at this day is called Angleu, and gives a certain repre- 
lentation of the whole Peninfula. But (V) others from the Chronicle of Leyden, will W Voryer 
have Hengifl a Friftan. John (*) of Leiden, in his Belgick Chronicle, affirms him “ 
to have been King of Friftaov Freifeland, which he fays wascalled Lower Sax- (b)f,ban.Gtr. 
oy Stiffs id us Petrus contends, that he was the Son of Vdolph Haro, the W 
feventh Duke of the Frifwis by Suana, the Daughter of Vet gift Prince of the Sax- J* 
ons . and adds that he led forth two feveral Colonies: the iormer m the two and Frif. 
twentieth year of his Age into old England near Jutia, where for fixty two years 
he continued fuftaining his Company, partly by Tillage, and partly by a pirati¬ 
cal kind of War: the fecondin the eighty fourth year of his Age from that England 
into Britain , where he lafted not above four years dying in the eighty eighth ) ear 
of his Age, which was of our Lord the four Hundred fifty third. But whatever 
lie fondly talks of Books written in thofe days upon thefe fubje&s by the lather 
of Hengifl, and two I wot not what Dukes, our Learned Primate very rationally j„ e, fe£ 
concludes, that it Hengifl and Horfa were Frifians, they were born rather mA? 97 - 
the Danijh Frifu, than in that which borders upon Holland. For in Danemsrk 
there is a Freifeland, which in refpedl of the other Saxo Grammaticus calls the 
lefs in the beginning of his Hiftory, being the molt Southern Parc of Southern 
Jutland, having on the Eaft Old England or old Anglia, and on the South the 
Ancient Saxony, and feparated from both by the River Eidore, front which its In¬ 
habitants are called Eiderfleds, as from the ihore they inhabit StrandFreifelanders. 

That thefe People were a Colony of the Frifians fast Agreement both of their Name 
, r and Language'do teftifie, as the fame Saxo writes, and Vbbo Emmius affirms, thatm^ M- 
^ ftill they retain through fo many Ages their Speech uncorrupted, having fo much 
affinity with the Englifh Tongue, that it comes not nearer any Language oi their 

Neighbours. , ^ , , ,. 

3 z. Now if thefe Frifians were of one and the fame Original, and agreed in 
their Speech both betwixt themfelves and the Englifh, it’s the lefs to be wondred 
faith the Primate, that the Frifones are alfo with other Nations, which gave On- . 
ginal to the Englifh Saxons reckoned by Beda; the other ^are, befides the Ancient ^ io 
Saxons, the Rugini, Dani, Huniti and Boruttuarii, fome of which might polhbly 
come over amongft theconftant fupplies which werefent to Hengifl, and the relt 
out of Saxony, for that the main Body of the Colony confifted of the three Na¬ 
tions, Saxons, Angles and Jutes is univerfally accorded. Neither is there any other 
Teftimony befides this of Beda, that the Anglofaxons were of Friftan dejeent, tor. 
as for that which Emmius produceth out of Marcellinus, in the life of Suidbert, this 
Marcellinus is a forged Autliour, difeovered to be fuch by Stephen White (one 
mofl: knowing not onely in the Antiquities of his owrn Ifland, but of other Na¬ 
tions alfo) as Mailew the Great Patron of that Book himfelf confefled. But he pro¬ 
duces another Proof out of Procopius , who W'rites that the Ifland of Britain was 
inhabited by three mofl numerous Nations , over each of which commanded its own 
King,thefe are called Angili Frifones,tfWBritones, having a Name near a-kirn 
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' jfland it felf And what can you now farther require faith Vbbo > But Procopius Se£t. 2; 

meant ftothirig lefs that \ Britain-, he wrote of Brittia, which in the felf fame place 
in plain words hediftinguiffieth from Britain, placing it betwixt Britain and Scando- 
navia, which he calls Thule. This ffiews us how to corre <2 that Paflage of Ifaac 
Tzetzes, theSchbliaft Upon Lycophron, which faith, that in the Ocean is. the Ifland 
of Britain placed betwixt Britain which lies Wefiward, and Thule towards the Eaft. 

And whatfoever the two Tzetzes Brothers* John upon Hefiod, and Ifaac upon Ly+ 
cophron, have fabled concerning the Souls :of thedeceafed, they being carried into 
Britain ([as we reade it,) Procopius writes all this with Relation to Brittia. 

When they 3 3. We land therefore our Saxons in Britain, being fuch as were defeended from 
landed. • thofe properly fo called from the Angles and Jutes, though fome of other Nations 

might pofflbly intermix in fome of-their fupplies, and now let us enquire what , 

time it was they werefent for over. Thofe of Holland and Freifeland, fay their VtdeVffertum 
385 Paflage happened in the three hundredth and eighty fifth year of Our Lord. Out 

of the Ancient Welfh Chronicles, Price in his defenfe of the Hiftory of Britain, Gerwnic.Ex- 
prefents Us with this Chronology : From the time of Guorthigirn, till theBattelof 'g-MA.yi. 
Badon, when Arthur fought with and vdnquifbed the Saxons, faffed 128 years: then chronic, 
from the Battel at Badon, to the Battel of Camilan, wherein. Arthur was .(lain 22 On heopa 
years more are reckoned. Now the death of Arthur in-the iiritilb- Hiftory is placed Dajum 
39 l at the Tear 5-42, out of which Number firft 128 and then 22 being deduced, 392 renjeft 
will remain to have been the Tear of our Lord. ...But, aLthis.time.the Britains were 
under the Command of the Romans, the yokeof. whom though Zozimus writes |j" a . 
that they caft off,and made themfelves afree People j yetif fo it was,this was but a B pec . 
rebellious fit of theirs fuitable to what Gildas writes of them, for the Saxons, came ra Cynin^e 
not to their affiftence till they had petitioned again the Romans for Relief, and tofulaame 
wholly fubmitted themfelves to them again, and.y et they were forfaken by them, rj hia, &c. 
and left to ffiift for themfelves. This is certain whatever Irenicus a German hath m. u 
written, that the Englifh Saxons onafudden palled oVer into England ( Britain he jheiaft Edi- 
means) in the Days of Valentinian, and killed the Romans every Mothers Son tioni*m«^ed 
of them; their opinion is abfolutely to be allowed, who write that under Theodo- 
fius the younger, orelfe of Martian his Succeflbur, this great Alteration happened ro the belt 
in Britain. t . 

34. Therefore an Interliner of Ninius, who ever he was, hath placed the coming Tranflation of 
428 of the Saxons in the year CCCCXXVIH, at the Confulffiip of Foelix and Taurus, King A\uni, 
in which Confulffiip the Franks their Neighbours loft to ty£tius, the Count, part of J s chruns 
Gall lying upon the Rhine, on which they had feized. To pals by other foreign 0a p £J -y m b 
Accounts, which deferve no credit, becaule they contradidl what Gildas clearly peope]-* 
hints, that before the third Confulffiip of v£tius, the Saxons w r ere not called hi- hun& pfa¬ 
ther, Sigebert placeth their coming in the very year of his third Confulffiip,of our epa *3 ni- 
446 Lord CCCCXLVI. But the Latin Saxon Annals left by Cambden to Cottons Library, 5 on TF e °* 

44 8 refer it to the year CCCCXLVIII. Fabius Ethelward, and with him the Annals JJ unfr 
written in the Englifh Saxon Tongue,publiffied by Wheelock lately,and by him called Dnihcner 

a Saxon Chronology, William of Malmesbury, Henry of Huntingdon, Alanus de m cnnftcyr- 

449 Infulis, Matthew Florilegus, and others aflign it to the year CCCCXLIX, induced re j cpaji- 
as Vfher believes by thofe words of Beda, that in the year CCCCXLIX, from .the tianuj-Ca- 
Incarnation of our Lord ( fo the Manufcripts have it, not as the Printed Books repe pice- 
CCCCIX) Martian being the forty fourthfrom Anguftus, together with Valentinian onpenj ~J 
obtained the Empire,and held it f even years. Then the Nation of the Engliffi or Saxons, 

invited by the forefaid King ([ Vortigern ) pajfed over into Britain in three ^ Jga Anre 
fhips. But it being evident, that Martian came not to the Government till theyear j, e& ^ g eU x. 
following, their coming is either to be referred f as Florentius of Worcefter doth n a psj- ge- 
49 ° it) to the Confulffiip of Valentinian and Avienus, that is to the year CCCCL, orlajjobppam 
as it is in the Common Chronicle of Mariams Scotus to the Confulffiip of Hercu- ’Sam poprp- 
49 1 lams and Afperatius , which, as appears from the Fafti, fell into the year CCCCLII. P e . Ce . nan 

For Beda doth not mean, that juft in the year that Martian was advanced, but ^ ^ 

within the compafs of the feven years he reigned, the Saxons'athved in the Ifland, necorh°on 
or rather within the five years, wherein he jointly governed with Valentinian. j,py mm y. 
For in theEpitomy of his Hiftory, Beda fignifieth, that in th.eir times the Englilh clum pey- 
werefent for by the Britains. pum 4 on 

. is- What number they were which Hengifl firft brought over with him, is no eapcSaele 
where told us, but coming over but in three Veflels by them called Ciules, by ea * 
us Keels, by the Freijlanders Schieukn, they could not be very many. They , lon&e r ea- 
"'here they firft landed, or as Gildas fays, fet their terrible Claws, on a place called Hip-wines- ^^renr 
bided. fl eot , as both the Saxon Annals or Chronology, and Ethelward do call it, thought £, c f 
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VVTl-iViuve been Bidtct in the Ifle of 7W, which Ifle being the Eafternpan of Hat, 

S iS^ 2 ' « iSis of Britain, feveral Authours affirm to have firft been given np into their 
ttTnX ? I Thev ihew’d themfelves fo valiant againft the Pith and Scars, againft whom 
tlic Nation intended them, and fo conning withall for their own ends, that by the 
me Nation inter » fhrmerlv Ihewed, they got fuch footing in Britain, 

ners of all* and driving the poor Britains up into the Mountains, and. barren pla¬ 
ces of; the ff] an d or forcing them-upon Rocks, or beyond the Seas.into foreign 
Parts • thebeft part of the Countrey they feized, where their Pofterity at this 
dav cont inueth,^notwithftariding what alteration, was afterward made by the 
Danes and Normans- in its poMon of their however got Inheritance, their very 

Ihll furvh'ins^Having for a time confidered them alias Saxons, now wefliall diftin- 
suifli tllem^^ the Reader what parts of Britain were feized and pkn- 

gf hv 1 feS People Firft then the Jutes, or foch as came put. pf Jutia, 

nownllA.xi, >11 

Sgai£SSSS#iE“ S 

mam 

this Subjeft, what Britain 
37* Now forts of New . CO mers, whether Jutes, Saxons or An- 

that were ex- p ^ r j fi Sn ifving a Corner, which the French ftill call a Cantor » » 

BSa? a"^nkot B Cotnet S inS«tW h called Cm*,, the Inhabitants of anoth^ 


/ 
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part of the Ifland are by Ptolemy termed Cantos, the Cangana in Wales were pof- Sect 2 . 
felled of another Corner, and the Cantabri iji Spain ampngft the Celtiberians, dwelt 
in another Angle. Certainly Kent is. a Canton or. Angle of Britain, looking to¬ 
ward Gall. And to take the reft rather as they lay in the Ifland, than as we 
have named them in refped of their. New pofleflours, Cornwall and Denjhire were 
before inhabited by the Damnonii or Danmonii fo called in Britifh, either from the 
-Mines of 7 'inn, called hy them Moina, or from their dwelling under Hills. Dor- 
fetjhire, belonged to the Durotriges, fo-named poflibly from Dour or Duor water, 
and Trig an Inhabitant, the Coaft lying for about fifty Miles full of turnings or 
" windings upon the Britijh Sea. Somerfetjhire, Wiltjhire,Hampjhire were the 
Pofleflion of the Belgce, who as moft hold pafled over from the Belga, a People of 
Gall into Britain, being originally Germans , having pafled over the Rhine. The 
Ifle of Wight adjoining, was probably peopled by them. The Atrebatii, who came 
.alfo from the Atrebates in Gall, were- Matters oiBerkjhire. The People called itajw* 
of Surry (or Southrey from its Situation Southward from the River) Sujfex (for 
Southfex') and the Sea Coaft of Hampjhire. The Doluni of Glocefterjhire and Ox¬ 
ford jhirp, fo named from Daffen, flgnifying low places lying under Hills* their ' 
Succeflours the Englijh were termed Wiccii from Wic in Saxon, fignifying a Creek, 
for they inhabited round about the Mouth of Severn, which is very full of frpall 
Creeks and Reaches. Th tCattieachlani, being as is rationally conjedured firft 
called Cajjii, inhabited the Counrties of Buckingham, Bedford and Hertford. The> #w ^”/xnC 
Trinobantes, thofe of Midlejex and Ejfex, rationally thought to have taken their mantes Tad to 
Name from Tre Nant , or Towns in a Vale by the fide of the River Thames. (3 Ptolomao. 

38. Next to the Trinobantes lived the Iceni (poflibly fo called from Iken a wedge 
in Britijh) and poflefled what was afterward called Ea ^-England, viz. the Coun¬ 
ties of Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge and Huntingdon. The Coritani fpreading 
themfelves very far through the Mediterranean. Part of the Ifland, inhabited as far 
as to the German Ocean, the Counties of Northampton , Leicefier , Rutland, Lin- 
coin, Nottingham and Derby. The Cornavii dwelt in Warwickjhire, Worcefterfhire, 
Stajfordjhire, Shropfhire and Chejhire. The Brigantes whole Territories were after¬ 
ward contained within the Kingdom of the Deiri, held Torkjhire , the Bilhoprick 
of Durham, Lancajhire , Westmorland, Cumberland. The. Offadini ( who rather 
fhould have been called Offatini, for that they lived beyond the River Tine') had 
their Habitation in' Northumberland. The Gadeni were next to them, and were fea- 
ted in that Countrey* which lies betwixt the Mouth of the River Tweed, 
and Edenborough Frith. All thefe were by degrees difpoflefled by thefe refolute 
and hardy Incomers, and either killed or driven out of the Ifland, or forced up 
into Cornwall or Wales, which once flgnifyed all lying beyond the Severn, but af¬ 
terward was much contracted, and when the Romans ruled in Britain, was inhabi¬ 
ted by three forts of People, the Silures , Dimetce and Ordovices , who held not 
onely the twelve fhires as they now call them of Wales, but thofe two alfo be¬ 
yond Severn, viz. Herefordfhite and Monmouthjhire, which have been now long 
reckoned amongft the Counties of England. W hat forts of People were difpoflefled 
by Jutes, Saxons or Englijh properly fo called, the Reader may diftinguifh by 
comparing what has been laid, and may farther underftand by that to which we 
have now brought him, viz. a particular Defcription of the feveral petty King¬ 
doms, thefe New Planters founded in the Ifland, Of which feverally according 
to the meafure of our Intelligence. 
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SECT. III. 

The Kingdom of the Jutes in Kent, from the M found* 
ing of it by Hengift, to tho Qotkj no ft of it by Egbert 
King of the Weft-Saxons. 

The [pace of three hundred feventy four Tears. 

SrrT- 2 I- U Eugijl the Son of Mtigish, whofe Father was VtoaJVtu Wekta, or 
11 Irlthar) the Son of J*Vm, after the death of hu Brodler 
Htngift made was made Ring of tot by his Followers, in the year of our Lord CCCCLVI, 

““*• , as Mathew Florilegus writes, or as all the Englijh Saxcn Annals content in the 

year CCCCLV; the fame wherein the Battel was fought betwixt them and 
4 ) 5 Vortkern the Son of Vortigern , about the very fame time that Chtldertck the 
Firft King of the Franks, , of the Race of the Mertrvingti , or the Son of Merc 

veus began his Reign; the Affairs of the Romans now every day more and more 

going down the Wind in thefe Parts, and the Goths and Suevt being together 
by the Ears about the fhares of that Countrey. d 

z. This fame year he is laid thrice to have fought againft the Britatns ; but as 
the faid Flowergatherer tells us, was not able to refill the skill and prowefe of 
is beaten to Vortimer, but was glad to flie to the Ifle of Thanet, where being daily vexed 
his Ships by J h s Fights, at length the Saxons being fcarcely ableto recover their Boats, 
Vonmer - leaving their Wives and ChUdren, returned into Germany. Henry of Huntingdon 
writes? that once he fled to the Ifle of Thanet, and once to his Ships, and font m- 
to his Countrey for fuch as were gone away. If thefe Writers fay he was 
beaten, we may be affured Ninius the Britain will fwear it, who pliesyouwith 
his Verbs Conclufit, Olfedit\ Fercujftt, Comminuit , Tenuit, meaning VorUmer, for 
Guorthemir vs lie calls him) his Weljh Bloud being up, as it had reafou to die out 
againft thefe Infidels, thefe that were wretched Unbelievers themfelves, and 
like Mifcreants had broken all Faith and Covenants, and of Hirelings and Ser¬ 
vants turned Tyrants and Mailers ; who being called to protect, were now tur¬ 
ned Deftrovers, and with Fire and Sword profecuted the Britains, the true and 
right Proprietors of the Countrey. But being thus beaten, he faith, they fent 
Meffengers into Germany to bring more Keels hill of a . great nuniber of flout 
and lulty Warriours, and afterward fought againft the Kings of our Nation. Some¬ 
times they overcame and enlarged their Borders, other whiles they wereworfted 
and driven back. And Guorthemir greedily fought four Battels agamft them, 
whereof the laft was by Lapis Tituli upon the Shore of the Galitch Sea (Ml 
called Stonar, as we faid, in the Ifle ot Thanet) where the Barbarians were over¬ 
thrown, and he. remained Conqueror. They ran away to their Keels, and got 
fearfully into them like fomany Women , and he died not long after. He of 
Huntingdon agrees with him as to the death of Gortimer (fo he calls nun) with 
whom, he adds, that the hope and fuccefs of the Britains died. > After this, 
Hengift , and ey£fc his Son having received frelh Supplies out of their Countrey, 
and being much incouraged by the death of Gortimer, prepare themfelves for 
another Battel at Creganford. The Britains bring forth againft them four Bodies 
of men, each conducted by amoft valiant Captain ; but coming to the Ingage- 
But in another ment, find themfelves over-matched by the Numbers of their Enemies, For 
“Srthofe that were newly arrived being frelh, and all of them choice men with 
iite outof their Axes and Swords fo laid about them, that they made great flaughter of the 
Britains , who yet left not off till they faw their four Captains dead upon the place. 
Then being frighted and difeouraged beyond belief, fled from Kent as far as Lon¬ 
don and never after durft come thither for to fight. That this Battel fought at 
Creganford (a Village in Kent, fo called, becaufe fituate upon the River Crekeot 
Crey , about a Mile and an half from Dartford in the Bafty wick of Sutton Dart- 
ford, Hundred of Little and Lefnefs, lately of Sutton at Hone WeftDivifion of 
r7 the County, and at this day called Creiford) > was; fought w the year CCCCVH, 

W wherein Leo the Elder began his Reign. Fabtus Ethelward alfo teftifies, befides 

Florence of Worcefter, the Saxon Annals both of Cmft-Charch in Canterbury, and 
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the other of Tettr^«g/.’Continued J although in others it be referred to the preceding Sed. 3 . 
year. 

3. But Ninius tells us another kind of Tale of what happened after the death 
of Guorthemir, and after the Return of Hengift with his Troops. The Saxons 
then began to confult how they might craftily circumvent King Guorthigirn and 
his Army. They fent their Ambafladours to make a Peace and a perpetual League 
and Amity with them. Hereupon Guorthigirn called his Council, and confulted 
what was to be done ; the Refult whereof was, that they would accept of a 
Peace, and with this Anfwer the Meffengers- returned. After this a friendly 
Meeting was agreed on, and Caution was given, that neither Britains nor 
Saxons lhould come to the meeting with their Arms; the more tofuffer their 
Minds and Affections to unite and ftrengthen. But that moft wicked Hengift 

4 Miflacre commanded his Followers, that each of them lhould carry his lhort * Sword with * Ninio ana. 
' ' him, faying, when I call to you and &y Kernel «r Saxes, then draw your -j. cm . 

Knives (ot Swords) and fell upon them courageoufty. But kill not their King, 
but for my Daughters fake, whom I gave him to Wife, keep him fafe, that he medio ficoms 
may redeem himfelf. The place was appointed, and they met together. The^>^ 
Saxons cunning Foxes feemed very kind, giving marvellous good words, and they , UieGrac ^ 
fate down man by man very fociably. But Hengift , as he faid, gave the word, barbarisedam 
and all the three, Hundred Noblemen (Senior es f he calls them J of Guorthigirn 
were flain, he alone being taken Prifoner and put into Chains. And for his hie he giadm a- 
was conftrained to give them large Countries, viz. Eaftfex, Southfex and Mid- pud Ou 
dlefex. Geoffrey Of Monmouth tells us, that this Meeting was near the Con- ) ur f ™ a - 
vent of Ambrifts, not far from Salisbury, where || four hundred and fixty Perfons VndJjibiSaxo 
were flain, the Bodies of whom were buried by Eldade the Bilhop of Gloucefter , “ 

with Chriftian Burial, not far off in the ordinary place. The Chronicle of Leiden ? 
mentioned but three hundred Princes of Britain to have been flain, which account t Ex Senior 
another of that Countrey follows in his Chronicle of the Low Countries, though ffff 
he mentions in another place twelve, whom he calls Duces Britanniarum , as being Hl / pan , $ 
thechief in Placeand Dignity. But thefe Outlandifli Writers confoundthe Affairs Sigmeur 
• of Britains and Saxons. What they fay concerning Hengift his being beaten out ut 

of Britain, and his founding the City or Caftle of Leiden upon the Bank of the aliaexmpla- 
River Rhine , let the Reader remember what has been faid before, that we may 
not here again repeat it. . muthenjis in 

4. In the year CCCCLXV, Hengift and ^fc his Son again ingaged with the vita s. d,,- 
Britains at a place called Wippedsfleet, and therein indeed flew twelve Captains 

of their Nation, as both Fabius Ethelward, Florence ot Worcefter, and the Englijh videVprium 
Saxon Annals do teftifie, thefe they might miftake, for having been flain in the PrW. 

Maflacre.- But ftill about that Maflacre there is more variety ot Stones. Geoffrey 4 
of Monmouth talks of Hengift his having affociated himfelf for this Enterprize, 
or Evil Merry-day, no fewer than three hundred thoufand men. As to the 
number of the flain, our Caxton and Johannes Major in h.s Scotch Hiftory will 
have Hengifl to h|ve entered Britain with fifteen thoufand men, and John Har* 
ding will have the, Saxons to have kill’d there near Salisbury treacheroufly, one 
thoufand and threefcore of the Britijh Noblemen. A certain Scotch Chronicle 
agrees with Geoffrey in the number of four hundred and fixty ; and William of 
B»gift u flain Malmsbury fides with Ninius in the fmalleft number of three hundred. _ As for 
hrgh'mYork- Mengift he having been the death of fomany Britains, at length was flain him- 
fi‘re. felf at Coningsburgh near the River Dun in Torkjhire , as we have told already, if 
that be true which the Britijh Writers relate of him. There is a great fufpicion 
hecametofome fuch kind of end, becaufe the Englijh Saxon Writers fay no¬ 
thing of his death, as neither of any of the Victories obtained by the Britains } 
what made againft the honour of their Countreymen they conceal, but are 
zealous to publilh their Conquefts and Trophies. Matthew the FJowergatherer 
placeth his death in the year CCCCLXXXIX, and from him Ethelward and the 
Englijh Saxon Annals differ but in one years computation. According to both 
their Accounts he reigned then thirty and three, or as Florentius Wigornienfts hzth. 
it thirty and four years; fo falfe is that which Suffridus Petrus writes of h.s be- tur h 0 diemi 
ing but four years in the Ifland. He was byconfentof all, a moftftout War - Batavi Paerd, 
riour ; cruel enough, and as cunning as courageous, knowing very well, in cafe the 
Lion’s skin was too fcant, how to piece it .up with the Fox’s. As his Brother -grand vocanc 
had his Name from that Noble Creature we ftill call an Horfe, fo he from the unebeval en- 
Male of that Species intire as Nature leaves him, without any mutilation of Mem- 
bers. And he being a man deferving Honour in his.Countrey, from that great Hengift. 

Planta- 
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feS^SSSl M ta&sfaA to yidd^. 
himfclf up to Ambnfe, who granted to him, and to £»/« his Krnfimn, w ho had 

alfo foriftled the City of Alclud or £>«**»„, S' 

tlmneh On* Oferic and Orta being lomething, yet this ieems not the lame with ' £ 

e E^deft who came into Britain with his Father, with whom he was1 invited 
Writes, and who j faid to have begun , to Reign alfo 
•her with hi? Father ova £.J«*» 0£« who bjf . S^‘^“ e f ^ 

ber ’ The Monk of Malmesbury fays he reigned quietly, Florentmoi Worcefter, T f Tufct _ 
dokoufly, being content withie Dominions his Father left him r^e h 
vine to in large them, though Henry of Huntingdon faith he did this too b Hen $ vti 
■■ZSSrt thefe times whereof onely the main things, as great Battels and no-^ C orf/ 
tableSucceffions are mentioned, fo as Memory and Tradition could ttanfmu^em Germtmii 
fmm fine Generation to another. For who Ibould relate the many and confidera-/, (eratte( - ( 
Ufe Affions wSch Sued in this great Revolution! the poor Brstam watejg-g. 
maflacred and drivenfrom Houfe and Home 1 the Saxons were Heathens, notbrng^ { 
Xm^niw nothing of civility.or letters amongft them. They took care how 

^SkdtheirWns 5 : nor .thought at all l-wrotranfinu the £ 

onrf ^inrfe of their Exploits to Pofterity. They thought they mould doe oraveiy mthen> 
if they but left goodly Inheritances tothofethat Ihould come after c “ 2a - 

tliev came by them they cared not whether ever they knew, feeing they Ihould 
£"&nine points of the Law, and a title written by the Swords 

._ ,. P °!? t To Oferic fucceeded his Son Otha, to whom Sir Henry Savil in his gives 
SSXul* twenty years, although William of Malmcslury tells m thox. Oferic MforSuc- 
“I 1 eflblS his Son Otha, and OfWs SonErmerki more like to hun tan to the 

Grandfather and great Grandfither 1 that to them both are afaibed fifty thr 
years in die Chromcles; but whether they reigned apart or jointly “ s 

' „ ■ Rnf-thp Fafti now mentioned give to Ermenck nine and twenty years. 

and flew, in a place called mbbandune , two of his Noblemen, Ojlac an »sixvnte? 

t with much adoe could defend what was left him by his Anceftours. *flut q. eatin -j 

and S by continual fuccefs brought under all xheEnglijh Saxon ' Natmns exc p ^flym&on 
of Northumberland. This made him fo confiderable abroad as well as at ™^-] F e S enealb 
that feeking for Alliances he was not denied, but obtained Bertha the Daughter of e „ 0 „ 
SfSrticFr^fitylbiii^ or rather one that was of the 
that Nation. Now had he and his Court by more acquaintance with thej orld, w 
and efpecially by converfation with the Nation of the Franks, which 1 r 5 

civilized before, began to relinquilhtheir barbarous manners , and t: e Q. Cnebban- 

Who wmcon- ; ne a Chriftian, and having a Chriftian. Bdhop, by name Letard , attending P 
verted to the jJ b K raeans he became m0 re fufceptible of that Impreflion which wasma 
’ upon him hy Auguftine the Monk and his followers, who being fent lath r by 
Gregory the Bifl 4 >of Rome, and finding better acceptance, no dou^ by r^on 
of the Intelligence he might hold with the Queen, without much adoe brought 
tarn ova to Se Chriftian Religion. Having aboliihed Paganifin, and brevet n 
true Religion, that his Subjefts might grow into a more civilized Body, hke <o 
And made the other poliflied Nations of the Wor d, he fet upon making. Law*. fitch as mo _ 

Lawsinfavour c i t i :.. Xemner and fuited with die prefent occafions ol the State. 

Wfe that he fofiowed the pattern of the 

cSpikd them in the Englifi Tongue, in the firft place makrng provdion fa re-t„ 


Chap. II. CmMpfmtftbe ConftanMop • R m.Emp. Ethelbsrt.fjV. i z i 

--—‘-;-; J . rhnrch Bifliop, or others in Orders were indama- Sect. 3. 

da 7 S firccteded EMM or EaJkIJ his Soft, unlike him both in his c „ er n.en- 

Sttr Di?pofittoaand?uccea He«ft offtheCtomto ST"^ 

to the Faith, and left the Bed of his Step-Mother, but »M• cou d .educe mow 

ifadS?ito£SSS« : Xeof^mrh^S, osJ ftalHhew^nta 

g/rt^and'having 1 governed* wfth^gfeat Ckmmen^itiou (thou|h ^ 
ted to have fraudulently ufurped upon his Brother 'fimenred ^ofe Righ ^: w 
precedent to the Crown) four and twenty years and feme odd Months 
this World and his Kingdom to Egbert his Son, his death being uihered m witn 
After him an Eclipfe of the Sun on the third of f^/nda #*vous 1 ?^n^ ^ 

k "' ther caufed to be flain, or winked at the Murther of 

and Etelbriiht and being not famous for any thing done (.onely mtamous ror 
dohig or fulftring this) aied after he had held the Royal Seat nine years He 

Next Lothair. bein^dead, Lothfrius li Brother feized on toge" 

called Edrick, with ill luck as it happened. For Ednck ^ eleven years 
ther would never fuffer him to take any reft, but perp y y ot h am 

Stirs, Infurredions, and Battels upon his own aecount, m one of wh • I*th 
rius received his Deaths Wound; for being pierced with * Dart he dwd as me 
Wound was drefling. Both he and his Brother were cut off after a Ihort conti 
nuance, as fome obferved, for their Ufurpation Injuftice 
Egbert as we faid procured the innocent Sons of Ins Uncle termed") 

And Lothair is taxed for abufing and deriding the Martyrs, (fo they are termed; 
though he repented of the deed, and in way offawfadion^granted to 
Mother, part of the Ifle of Tbmet, whereon to build a Monaftery. 
w , 8. Lothair being removed out of the World in that manmr, Ednck lien 

S^ho wa, enjoyed the Powerf but onely a fhort time, for before two years were weU_at 
deprived of an end he was both fpoiled of his Life and Kingdom, and left hi Y 

pofed to the Lull and Tyranny of his Enemies. Thefe were Cadmlla Kmg ol me 
S. King of" Weft Saxons , and Millo his Brother, who finding the Kentijh Affairs all m a confa- chron f Si , x „ 
the Weil Sax- fi on and out of order, refolved to take the opportunity offered of mvadmg it. A 
m - But he found not the People fo unprepared as he imagined,- for they madea very 

ftout refiftence, and after their Houfes had been burned, and then Y ^ a n a -j a^ul 

populated, gave them Battel with great Indignation. They had the better oi ^ ^ 
them, and forcing Cadmlla to run for his Life, drove up his Brother Mi/ 1 lshc r op¬ 
to a little Cottage wherein lhutting up himfelf, and not daring to break through, hep5 et,on. 
fire thev fet to the Cottage, and therein burnt him alive. This did veiy muc 1 
provoke Cadmlla, who, as appears from the Chronology or Saxon Annals, ei¬ 
ther ftaid in Kent well onward of two years, or elfe invaded it two y S ’ 
ther, and the later of them twice, to which they add, that he wa ec . f 
Kent, but the Ifle of Wight too, which was under the JunfdiCtion ot the Km - 
dom of the South Saxons. To revenge his Brothers death lie raged with all man¬ 
ner of Depopulations and Cruelties againft them, and fo defpeiate was the on- 
dition of Kent, that for fix years it had no King except it were f° re, D ne J s ^ 
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SerT 2 intruded. In the feventh year Withred the Son of Egbert having by his great 
pains and induftry taken off the Envy and Prejudice which lay upon himfelf and 
who being Family, and by Money bought off the. publick Enemy, obtained to be King, 
bought ofl, an d much ingratiated himfelf with his Subjects, who conceived extraordinary 
Reined. hopes of him. At home in his own Houfe he Ihewed all manner of refped and 
civility to his People, Religion he every way countenanced and promoted. Abroad 
. he was famous for having inlarged the extent of his Dominions, and after three 
and thirty y ears continuance in his Government, dying full of Age and Ho¬ 
nour, left three Sons behind him as his Heirs in due time and place, if need 
ihould fo require ; the greateft felicity which ufually is accounted can happen 
to Mortals. * - 

To whom 9 . Of thefe his three Sons Edlert the eldeft fucceeded him, of wh(*i nothing 
Sj ded ill is recorded, though nothing good. After he had reigned twenty and three 
Then Edit- years he gave way to his Second Brother Edilhert , who reigned other eleven, 
len and Al- R( q gn be j ng one jy unfortunate in the accidental burning of the City. He 
" c * dying after thefe eleven years, Alrick the youngeft Brother took his place, and 
held it for four and thirty, the luftre of his Reign, as his Brother’s by the fire, 
being much obfcured by an unfortunate Battel, which he fought againft the Mer- 
' dans. So faith Malmshury , if any ill Accident happen, it ihall be fure to be 
mentioned, but if any good luck or accident, it will be forgotten in Chronicles, 
whether fo it be done on purpofe and by defign, or it fo falls out through the 
badnefs of our-Nature, through which it comes to pals that the memory of 
good things quickly is obliterated, but apy thing that caufeth fmart and forrow 
is never forgotten. But though this may be true as to matters that happened a- 
mong themfelves, yet the Monk’s Obfervation is much amifs in reference to the 
Wars betwixt them and the Britains , their Annal talking aloud'of their 
Victories, but wholly filent as to their Defeats. But in thefe three Brothers the 
Royal Kentijb flock quite withered, the generous bloud was extind, faith our 
Authour, and every impudent Fellow, whofe bold Tongue had procured him 
Wealth, or Fadtion and Turbulency had rendred formidable, would afpire qf- 
Afcer whofe ter Tyranny, and dare to aflume the Royal Diadem. Of thefe Edillert ox Pren 
Death feverai having governed the Kentijb men two years, to fhew himfelf a King indeed would 
UfurptheGo- attempt greate r things againft the Mercians than he was able to perform, and 
vernment. teing {aken prifoner by them was kept in cu ft 0 dy, whence not long after he was 
yet difmifled by them, but could obtain no entertainment from his late Sub¬ 
jects, and to what end he came is utterly uncertain. After him one of the lame 
Fadtion fucceeded to his pitifull condition, and was King onely in Name for 
But are driven eight years more. The laft of all was Baldrede, whom Malmshury calls an 
nVnMw'L Abortive Brat of the Royal Dignity, who after he had rather befieged than go- 
bcn King of verned Kent, for other eighteen years was by Egbert the King of the Wm Saxons 
the Weft Sax- driven into Banilhment. So this Kingdom of Kent, which from tlie year 
cnu CCCCXL 1 X had flood for the fpace of CCCLXXIY years became fubjedt to 
another Jurifdidtion. So writes William of Malmshury. The end of the King¬ 
dom of Kent is noted in the Fafli to have fain out in the twenty fourth year of the 
Reign of Egbert, the third year of the Reign of Michael Traulus Emperour 
in the Eaft. The tenth of Ludovicus Pius who bore that Title in the Weft. 

A. D. DCCCXXIII. 
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SECT. IV. 

The Kingdom of the South Saxons in Suflefx. Vrom the 
founding of it by Aella to the Knine thereof 


i. H E next Kingdom that was founded by thefe New Planters in Britain , * 

1 was that of the South Saxons iti Sufex by Aella, who as we have al- vyv 
ready faid with his three Sons landed iif that Colintfey, and for fev'eral years 
Ifcught with various fuccbfs againft the Britains. The pldce where he firft landed 
is by the Saxon Annals called Cyrnenes ora, and CAmhden tells us, that near to 
the Haven of Chichejier is a placecalled Wife ring, where, as the Monuments of 
the Church teftifie, <^lla the firft founder of the Kingdom o? Suffex arrived. 

How he and his Sorts cunningly drove off the Britains, who flocked to him at 
liis landing, we have already faid, and ftill inlarged their Bounds, till nine years . 
after their Arrival, When another Battel was fought at a place called Merix deshur- 
nanfiede • where, though the Vidtory is faid to have been doubtfull, and the 
Saxon Annals are very unwilling to let him go out of the Field but with flying 
Colours,- yet that his Vidtory was none, or fucfi as did much weaken him, appears 
in this that he lent for new Supplies out of Saxony. Whereas he is faid in his firft. 
Ingagement with, the Britains , to have beaten them into a Wood called Andre- 
dejleage j by the Anhals the Reader muft know that this Countrey in old times 
TheCoumrey was hardly paflable by reafon of Woods. For the Wood AhJradfwald, or cmiani 0 
Wood. ° Andredjleage , in the Britijh Language Cold Andred, having its Name from Ande- Sunk Saxones 

rida, the City next adjoyning, took up in this Quarter art hundred, and twenty hdmid?n d 
Miles in length and thirty , in breadth. Of this vaft WoO'd are (dr lately Wer q) appciitam 
Remnants toward tffe Weft, the Foreft of Arundell, Sir. Leonard’s. Foreft, «- 

Foreft, Eafl Grenjled, Ajkdom Foreft, and WatefdomfoieSc. 

Nomen ; cmri 

■fTtru rjjj i \ ' ' , • alii Welden, 

alu Wjlden, Jed falsi voeitent: Nam Anglo Soxones Sylvam Walden ut nimc Germani, Walden verb flanitiem five arborim 
appelhtabant •, tit in nominibm Coitcftvaldeh& Pothcwohw apparet. Hac Lhuydusf. 13 . b. 


&ik King of 2 - found it feems fo much oppofitioiT, and was fo long in fobduirig fu.ch 
Saxm* an Extent Ground as would brace the Title of a Kingdom, that forrie Fourteen 
years he (laid without the Title of Ring, which at laft lie took' by the 
Name of King of the South Saxons, in tlie fourth year of Efc King of Kent} 
firft of Anaftafius the Emperour, A. D. CCCCXCI. Ift. the third year after 
the death Hengifi, Huntingdon tells us, that new and 1 great Supplies came to him 
out of his ownCountrey, with which he went artd ’befreged a moftftrongCity 
called Andredefimfier , fuppofed to be that now called Nenlenden in KUnt, in La¬ 
tin Anderida , as in thcNotitia of the Provinces, m& m BtitiJb Caer Ahdred,be- 
mg that we now find to have given Name to the Wood of Andreddjteage. For 
the eonftant Tradition of tlie Inhabitants teftifies it to have been an' old Town 
and Haven, whereof they , ftill fhew tHe : Plot. Then, is it fituate by' the Wood 
Andredeftvald, that took the Name from; it' being feparated from Sufex but by 
the River Rother. And laftly becaufe the Ernlijh Saxons feem to have-termed it Camlden in 
Brtttenden, (as they alfo called Segontim an anciei#’ 1 I'o^il' of th e Britain!) Of Cantio. 
the Vale of the Britairis, whence the Whole Hundred adjoyning is named Selhrit-' 
tendon. The Romans .to dbfend this Coaft againft the Saxon' Rovers, placed here 
the Bund and Captairt;of the Alulti,' 1 Mengift after his:Airival being refolved to 
drive th? Britain^ uite.out of much' Quicken his 

worfefo increafe his Nfimbefs by newf Supplies our of his own Countrey, fent 
for^^ tms f^lla out of GerlmcMy Witfra ftfbng power of Eagtijb Saxons^ - and' while 
he gave 1 a* violent Britains out of the ad- 

jpyning Wood wher^THey lay -in Ambiilh; fo fiercely fell upon him, that at 
ferigth, after much loft oft bqtltfldes, when he had divided his'Afmy. and'rouf- 
ed tlfe Britains in' tlfe 'WrtoB; and at'the-fame time forced the Town by Aflault, 

T a his 
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Seri o intruded. In the feventh year Withred the Son of Egbert having by his great 
pains and induftrv taken off the Envy and Prejudice which lay upon himfelf and 
who being Family, and by Money bought off the.publick Enemy, obtained to be King, 
bought ofl, an d much ingratiated himfelf with his Subje&s, who conceived extraordinary 
Reined. hopes of him. At home in his own Houfe he lhewed all manner of refped and 
° civility to his People, Religion he every way countenanced and promoted. Abroad 
. he was famous for having inlarged the extent of his Dominions, and after three 
and thirty years continuance in his Government, dying full of Age and Ho¬ 
nour, left three Sons behind him as his Heirs in due time and place, if need 
ihould fo require ; the greateft felicity which ufually is accounted can happen 
to Mortals. * * 

To whom of thefe his three Sons Edlert the eldeft fucceeded him, of whdh nothing 

g;f d ill is recorded, though nothing good. After he had reigned twenty and three 
Then Edit- years he gave way to his Second Brother Edilbert , who reigned other eleven, 
ben and Al- fo s Re j gn be ing one ly unfortunate in the accidental burning of the City. He 
r,cK ' dying after thefe eleven years, Alrick the youngeft Brother took his place, and 
held it for four and thirty, the luftre of his Reign, as his Brother’s by the fire, 
being much obfcured by an unfortunate Battel, which he fought againft the Mer- 
' clans. So faith Malmbury , if any ill Accident happen, it ihall be fureto be 
mentioned, but if any good luck or accident, it will be forgotten in Chronicles, 
whether fo it be done on purpofe and by defign, or it fo falls out through the 
badnefs of our -Nature, through which it comes to pals that the memory of 
good things quickly is obliterated, but any thing that caufeth fmart and forrow 
is never forgotten. But though this may be true as to matters that happened a- 
mong themfelves, yet the Monk’s Obfervation is much amifs in reference to the 
Wars betwixt them and the Britains, their Annal talking aloud'of their 
Victories, but wholly filent as to their Defeats. But in thefe three Brothers the 
Royal Kentijh flock quite withered, the generous bloud was extindt, faith our 
Authour, and every impudent Fellow, whole bold Tongue had procured him 
Wealth, or Fa&ion and Turbulency had rendred formidable, would afpire qj- 
After whofe ter Tyranny, and dare to aflume the Royal Diadem. Qf thefe Edillert eye Pren 
Death feverai having governed the Kentijh men two years, to Ihew himlelf a King indeed would 
UfurptheGo- attempt g reat er things againft the Mercians than he was able to perform, and 
vemment. tein takgn prifoner by them was jj ept fo cuftody, whence not long after he was 
yet difmified by them, but could obtain no entertainment from his late Sub¬ 
jects, and to what end he came is utterly uncertain. After him one qf the fame 
Fadtion fucceeded to his pitifull condition, and was King oneiy in Name for 
But are driven gjo-ht years more. The laft of all was Baldrede, whom Maltnsbury calls an 
Abortive Brat of the Royal Dignity, who after he had rather befieged than go- 
bm King of verned Kent, for other eighteen years was by Egbert the King of the Weft Saxons 
the Weft Sax- driven into Banilhment. So this Kingdom of Kent, which from the year 
CCCCXLIX had flood for the fpace of CCCLXXIV years became fubjed to 
another Jurifdidtion. So writes William of Malmbury . The end of the .King¬ 
dom of Kent is noted in the Fafti to have fain out in the twenty fourth year of the 
Reign of Egbert, the third year of the Reign of Michael Traulus Emperour 
in the Eaft. The tenth of Ludovicus Pius who bore that Title in the Well 
A. D. DCCCXXIII. 
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SECT* IV. 

The Kingdom of the South Saxons in Suflefx. Vrom the 
founding of it by Aella to the Knine thereof 


1. /- T"'HE next Kingdom that was founded by thefe New Planters in Britain, Sect, 4' 
JL was that of the South Saxons in Sujfex by Aella, who as we have al- 
ready faid with his three Sons landed in that Counttey, and for feverai years 
fought with various fuccefs againft the Britains. The place where lie firft landed 
is by the Saxon Annals called Cyrnenes ora, and CdniMen tells us, that near to 
the Haven of Chichejter is a place called Witering, where, as the Monuments of 
the Church teftifie, *AElla the firft founder of the Kingdom of Suffex arrived. 

How he and his Sorts cunningly drove off the Britains, who flocked to him at 
his landing, we have already faid, and ftill inlarged their Bounds, till nine years 
after their Arrival, when another Battel was fought at a place called Merixdesbur- 
nanfiede ; where, though the Victory is faid to have been doubtfull, and the 
Saxon Annals are very unwilling to let him go out of the Field but with flying 
Colours • yet that his Vi&ory was none, or fucli as did much weaken him, appears 
in this that he fent for new Supplies out of Saxony. Whereas he is faid in his firft 
Ingagement with the Britains, to have beaten them into a Wood called Andre- 
defleage j by the Anrials the Reader muft know that this Countrey in old times 
T he C°uMrey was hardly paflable by reafon of Woods.- For the Wood Ahctradfmld, or emuni & 
Wood. ° Andredjleage, in the Britijh Language Cold Andred, havihg its Name from Ande- Suith stones 
rida, the City next ddjoyning, took up in this Quarter an hundred, and twenty hdmidfn* 
Miles in length and thirty , in breadth. Of this vaft Wodd are (or lately were.) appeiiitam ■. 
Remnants toward the Weft, the Foreft of Arunded\ Sir. Leonard’s Joteft, Word*¥«'»** ta- 
Foreft, EaJlGrenJled, Ajhdoivn Foreft, and Waterdomftotoft. Idmamvit^ 

Nomen ; cum 

r ,. , , ■ • ’ , alii iVelden, 

ahtwjlaenyjedfahd vocitent; Nam Anglo Soxmes Sjlvam Walden ut nunc Germani, lVolden verb planitiem fivearborim 
appeuitabanc, utin nominibrnCottejivaldent^ Pothemldfapparet. H<ec Lhr/dui f. 13 . b. 


mia King of found it ffcems fo much oppofitioh, and was fo loiig in fubduirig fucli 

<m th ' an Extent of Ground as would brace the Title of a Kingdom, that fome Fourteen 
years he ftaid without the Title of Ring, which at laft lie took by the 
Name of King of the South Saxons , in tfie fourth year of Efc King of Kent} 
firft of AnaJlafm the Emperour, A. D: CCCCXCI. Ifr the third year after 
the death Hengtjl, Huntingdon te\\s os, that new and great Supplies Came to liirri 
out of his own Countrey, with which he went and befieged a moftftrong City 
called Andredefivajler , fuppofed to be that now called NenJenden in in La¬ 
tin Anderida, as in thc Ndtitia of the Provinces, anft in BHfiJb Caer Andred, be¬ 
ing that we now find to have given Name to the Wood of Andre0eage. For 
the eonftant Tradition of the Inhabitants teftifies it to have been ari old Town 
and Haven, whereof they ftill Ihew the Plot. Then, is it fituate by' the Wood 
Andredefmld , that took the Name from it; beihg feparated from Sujfex But by 
the River Bother. And laftly becaufe the Englijh SaxoHS feem to have-termed it cambden in 
Brtttenden, (as they alfo called Segomium an ancierif^o^tf of the BrifainJ) or CMl °- 
the Vale, of the Britairls, whence the whole Hundred adjoyning is nanied Selhrit- 
ut”’ Tiie Romans to defend this Coaft againft the Sakoff Rovers, placed here 
the Band and Captairt of the Abultil ; Mengijl after liis'Aifival being refolved to 
drive the Britain*^ iiite. out of thinking it^wduld much quicken his 

worfofo increafe his NfimberS by ne\^ Supplies out' of his own Countrey, fent 
for- tms py£lla out of Germany With 1 a ftfdng^OWer of Englijl? Saxons, and'while 
he gaye l a ! violent* ’ib'tife.tmrtzBMeridd, tlfo Britains out of the ad- 

jqynirig; Wood whCrd tHey fay in : Ambtlfhi fo fiercely fell upon him, that at 
iolgrfiraftermiich- idft oft bkltftffes, when he had divided his'Ariny and'rout¬ 
ed the Britains ln the Wdod, arid atthe-fame time forced the Town by Affault, 
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c..-). . 'i* barbarous heart was fo inflamed with defire of revenge, that he put all the 
^4- inhabitants to the Sword, and levelled the Town with the very ground. The 
place lying thus defolate was (hewn (as faith Henry of Huntingdon) to thole 
that palfed by many Ages after. Till the Friars Camel,ta _ newly come from 
-Mount Carrnl in tiAoly Land, who fought for fuchfolrtap places, budt 
them here a little Priory in thetime of King Edward the Firft, at the Charges of 
Sir Thomas Alhger Knight, and prefently alter thererofe up a Village, which in 
regard of the old Town demoliflted, began to be called NemnJen, or the New 
Town in the Vale. Thus CamlJen in his Chorography of Kent. . . ■ ■. 

7 . Who when he fpeaks all in one courfe of Speech of Hengtft his fending 
for o£Ua out of his Germany, and his laying Siege to this Town, is to be-un- 
derftood with that diftindion of time we have lately mentioned, not that after 
his coming he fet prefently upon it, as the unmterrupte^^ 
would feem to intimate j for that it was after the Auxiliaries cametohim, 
which arrived in the third year after Hengtft s death, Huntingdon plainly affirms, ^ 
and the .to. Annals do confirm. The laid Writer tells the 
Circumltances, butfuch as well fuit with a People unwilling ^ 

Ecfi eg « An- th e ir ancient Pofleffions, to be utterly ruined. He tells us the Bntains u P°ncirraym- 
Mefcejln. “ ot ice of his coming flocked to the place like Bees j.by Day^they overmatched braconAn . 
the Befiesers by Wiles and lying in wait, by Night with Onfets; there . w^strefce r - 
neither Day nor Night wherein fome forrowfull Meffage did n0 ^, a $f 
* cvrv/isrr Rlif hv each lofs they were but the more provoked, and the City TW°Scm 
they plied with continual Allarms and freih Attacks j though 0 ^ofV me 
were fell upon their Backs,, and gored them wtth then- conftant^Showr«sof ^ 
Darts and Arrows. The Pagans therefore were conftramed. to mtermu then „ e ^ 

work attire Siege, and retire back upon them, .who f»" 

hie of Body, than their Enemy, betook themfelves into , the Woods, and as Jon an 
the retired again towaid the City, failed not “ M “P“"“ 

By this means were the Befiegers tired with their work, and great Slaugteiafe. 
were made of them, till fuch time as they divided themfelves. mto two Bo¬ 
dies, that while one plied the Siege die other might divert and keep the 

other Britain! in adtion. Hereby they did their work vigoroufly m bo*p^a- 

ces no interruption being given, but each Party folely intending what it was 
about, till the P poor Behegd being weak with hunger, and more violently 
than ever charged, could not endure another Ihock, were with their Wives 
and .Children all pitifully butchered, infomuch that not one efcgped. 

Straneers becaufe they had received fo much loft, would not fuffer the Town, 
which is fa- M | ument 0 f t heir difgrace to Hand, .but fo deftroyed it, that it was ne- 
Onely the place of a moft noble City s Ihewed to fuch 
rtc nafs bv • fo the Archdeacon of Huntingdon , who calls this Town : a 
molt fortified City, a moft Noble City, though the Tranflatour of the Chro¬ 
nology or Saxon Annals hath interpolated the word Vrbeculam ., for which he 

^^By^the^olenc^and feverity in this place ufed by «£Ua, we may conclude 
there was vigorous oppofition made bythe who^rt 

{landing all the endeavours of Hengtft , kept fome footing M m thde *4* 
ters till after his death. This evidences that they were not eafoy bea«nout 
of their' Inheritances, nor Iheepilhly quitted their Countrey, thoug p P 
Supplies to the very exhaufting of the places from whence they cam£ V & 
overpowered them: And pity it is we have fo 

and famous a Revolution. But, to return to f^lla, as he began tus Rei^. 
with fo terrible a blow to the Britains, fo he followed on p ° r [^dLih. ic. 5- 

and victory with fuch fuccefs, that as Beda teMes he had under hisP \ ^na 
Command all the Dominions of the Enghjb Saxons , befog ^e^ firft: • 1 

feven Kings he mentions who extended f‘r Authonty ^ all ^ Southern 
. part of their Provinces, which was limited by the Rivn Hm 
the places adjacent. He Reigned twenty four years as the Faftt 
twenty feven as writes Henry of Huntingdon, and was then Jucceeded Y 
cifti fucceeds § on ciffa or Sciffa as fome call him, who being mentioned the la ^ . 

three Sons which came over with him, it feems^was.the one y oq?-^ 

feceedvd him, or clfe for his Coutage and Prowefs 

cefTour, being indeed Hill named with him by the . Armds m g at 

dangerous undertaking. After his Fathers death these 

him, but that from him a little Village or Hill, called Cubury in SuJJex, to ^ 
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' " it’s Name, where there is a Fort compared about with a Bank rudely caft Sed. 4. 

up wherewith the Inhabitants are perfuaded that Cat far entrenched and tor- 
tifiedhis Camp •' but the Name of the place fufficiently teftifies it was the 
t WO rk of this Ciffa s and that he built the City Chiche(ler, which though in 
chichM Latin it.be called Ciceftria, and in Brltijb Caercei'vn toisread Grrancea r ceji 
or the City of Ciffa. It lies in a Nook of Suffex in a Champion Countrey. 

Yet before the Conqueft it was of fmall or no Name, known onely by a 
Monaftery of St. Peter , and a Imall Nunnery. But in the Reign of William 
die Firft, as witnefleth Dooms-day Book in the Exchequer, there were in it one 
hundred Hages: it was in the hand of Earl Roger of Montgomery , there be¬ 
ing in it threefcore Hages or Manfion Houles more than there were before. 

Fifteen Pounds it paid to the King, and Ten to the Earl. But afterwards a vtit Catnbde - 
Decree being paiTed in the days of the faid King, that the Sees of Bifliops numinSujftx. 
fliould be removed out of fmall Towns to Places of greater Note and Retort, 
it was honoured with the Refidence of the Bifliop of the Diocefe, which 
formerly was at Selfey, and by this and other helps began to rife to fome de¬ 
gree of eminency, which had been greater but that the Haven is bad, and 
lomewhat at too great a diftance. . 

5 . After Ciffa Reigned fome of his Pofterity, but through the Viciffitude 
of Humane Affairs, or fome defe& in him or them, loft quite that Power and 
Reputation, to which ^lla their Predeceflour and Founder of the Kingdom 
had arrived. By degrees their Dominions leflened, • and after the Reigns of 
feveral inglorious Perfons, few of whofe Names are now extant, they be¬ 
came a Prey to their Neighbour Kings, and. were for the moft part either 
fubjed to thofe of Kent , or of the Weft Saxons. Indeed the fecond King that 
after ^lla had Dominion over all. the other Englijh Saxons , as far as Hum¬ 
ber , was Ceaulin King of the Weft Saxons, by whofe greatnefs and Neighbour¬ 
hood it’s more than probable that the Fortune of thefe South Saxons was cur¬ 
bed and much abated. Then when the fortune of Ceaulin abated, grew 
Ethelbert the Kentijb King, and their Neighbour on the other fide, to. that 
great Power whereof we have fpoken, that Bed a makes him the third 
whole Arms'and Authority extended as far as to Humber. By this means 1 >elfamaob- 
lying betwixt fuch potent Neighbours, the Kingdom of Suffex fo 
that after Ciffa fcarcely is any of their Kings mentioned, except Adelwold/ Ade , w ffff qui 
whofe memory continues upon this Account, becaufe he was the firft King jureadhueno- 
* that imbraced; the Chriftian Religion. After him Brentius is mentioned 
hh? th H An d uildwin was the laft, whom Ina King of the Weft Saxons defpoyled both nomen chrifti 
privedof Life of his Life arid Kingdom. For. after the decay of Ethelbert’s greatnefs, and n&novjt. Hen- 
and Kingdom that his Son had made Shipwreck of that great Power he had, and could gJSSSt 
of J ”ne K weft hardly defend what Hengift left them • this Kingdom of the Weft Saxons got ffui amem 
Saxom. ground, and though it received fome Checks and Rebukes, at length prevailed 

over all the reft, as in due time ancf place will be difeovered. 4 /,-j Adi i. 

* tvaleh. 
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SECT. V. 


The Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons in Eflex, Middlefex, 
and fart of Hertfordfhire. F row, the founding of it 
by Erkenwin, to the conquering of it by Egbert King of 
the Weft Saxons. 

The Space of Three Hundred and One Tears. 


1 nr H E next Kingdom in order after that of the South Saxons , was the other 
of the Weft Saxons ; but, foraftnuch as this fwallowed up all the reft at 
length, though wealfign it here its place, it’s moft convenient in the laft place to 
{peak of it. The next after it was the petty Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons, in Effex, 
Middlefex ,' and part of Hertfordjbire. It was begun by Erkenwin, , in the fifteenth 
Year of Otho King of Kent, the firft year of fuftinian theEmperour, the Conful- 
fhip of Mavorfius, and the year of Our Lord DXXVIL This Erkenwin was the 
Son of Offa, he of Biedcan, he of Sigewolfe, Sigewolfe of Spoewz, he^of Gefac 
Gefac of Andefc, and Andefc of Saxnat. After Erkenwin fuccceded his Son Slede 
according to Huntingdon, who by the Monk of Malmesbury, is xza.dc the hrlt 01 
thefe Eaft Saxon Kings, and the tenth from Woden. He married Ricula the Daugh¬ 
ter of Ermerick King of Kent, and Sifter to Ethellert by which Lady he had a 
Son named Sebert. This Selert firft received the Chriftian Faith at the preaching 
of Mellitus , and his Monument they fliew to PalTengers m St. Peter s Church at 
Weflminfier. He dying, his two Sons Sextus and Seward (Beda faith he lef t threej 
being always Pagans in their Hearts, banilhed Mellitus from his Cure, hut not 
Jong after ingaging with the Geniffi, or the Weft Saxons in Battel, they and all 
their Men were cut off Siglert firnamed the Little, the Son of Seward, fuccee- 
dcd them ; and dying, left the Kingdom to Sigebert the Son of Sigtbald, who was 
Brother to Selert. This Sigebert being in amity with, and often ufing to vilit 
Ofrei King of Northumberland, was perfuaded to rehnquilh his Idols and be baptir 
zed, which done, he caufed the Chriftian Religion to be reftored his King- 

d T Having imbraced Chriftian Religion, he was murthered by two of hkKinf- 
mcn ("two Brothers ) for obeying the Chriftian Dodrine,which bids us P*fs by in- v.Mn 
juries,and forgive our Enemies,they which confeffedhadangred and provoked theni * 
to commit the Fad. After him reigned Swidhelm, the Son ot Secbaldfiid by Malmef- 
bury to have been his Brother, whoalfo was baptized by Bilhop Ledda He being 
dv\d,Sigher the Son of Sigebert, firnamed the Little,and Sebba the Son of reward,held 
the Kingdom jointly together. Sigler died firft,and left Sebbaf ole King,who reigned aLSMi. 
thirty Tears, and at his death took the Habit of Religion upon him. He left 
two Sons, Sighard (who by Beda it fliould feem was a Monk) and Snefrede, both B chUm. 
who fucceecl him, though how long they reign?), or what they did we are ig-w^W 
norant. They both being dead, Offa the Son of Sigler, a young man of a plea- c J opo $m 
fant Countenance, fprightly wit, in the flower of his Age, and extraordinanly be- 
lieved by the People, for fome time governed this Kingdom; but as Beda writes, h/irdoJlli 
left his Wife, his Lands,; Kindred and Countrey, and going to Rome, there lived and tJl ,■»«.(*» 
died in Moriattical lifeMalmesbury faith, that by the Connfct and Advice of 
Kinefwitha , Daughter of King Penda, whom he had fought in Marriage being l ^ 5<Ci2c , 
taught to breathe after Celeiiial loves, he went to Rome with Kenede ^Ktng of 
the Mercians, and bleffcd Egivin, Bifliop of the Wm and there being fhaven, at 
his time paffed to the heavenly Kingdom. To him fucceeded Selrede Son of £/- 
gebeit, firnamed the Good, and reined thirty eight years. He ^ing flam, one 
Swithede reigned over the Eaft Saxons, and m the lame year that Egbert, King ot 
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the Weft Saxons conquered the Kingdom of Kent, was by him alfo driven away Sedt. 6 . 
and outed'of his Royalty. Yet was London, and the parts about it, fubjedt to 
the Kings of the Mercians lo long as they continued. But fuch end had this petty 
Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons, which molt commonly was under command either of 
the Mercians or Weft Saxons, in the-fame year that the Kentifh Kingdom was fub- 
dued, as writes the Monk of Malmesbury, but the Fafti continue it four years longer* 
and make it. to be united to that of the Weft Saxons, in the year of -our Lord 
DCCCXXVIII. fo that according to this account it, mull: have continued (in this 
mean condition) the fpace of three hundred and one years. Of the extent of the 
Reigns of the Kings there’s little certainty, as alfo of thofe of the Kingdom of the 
Eaft Angles, therefore it is that no certain years can be alligned. 


SECT. VI 

The Kingdom of the Northumbrian Angles in Britain, 
from the Hounding of it by Ida to the Conquering of it 
by Egbert King of the Weft Saxons, 

The fpace of Two Hundred Eighty One. year 's. 

i. • > T H| HE Kingdom of the Northumbrians was founded by Jda, in the one 
X and twentieth year of the Emperour fufiinian, in the dayY of Childebert 
King of the Franks, the fixteenth of Ermerick King of Kent, and the thirteen th of 
Kenrick King of the Weft Saxons, A. D. DXLVII. His Aneeftours are thus recko¬ 
ned, Eope (or Coppe) Bfc (or Efe) Ingum\ Angenwit-, Mock, Beonock, Brand, 

Beldet, Woden, Fredlelaf, Fredeiflf, Fin, Godnulf, Heat a.f 

z. It mull be remembred that Hengifiafter he had luted his footing in; Kent, . 

Tent to Otha his Brother and Ebufa .his Son,- Men of .tried experienceim military ‘ 1; 
natters, under a fpecious pretence qf repelling thence the Fills and Scots, to feize 
ipon the Northern parts of. Britain They being there, arrived:, at ..length with 
nuch labour and travel performed that for which they wettefenfc; for very: often 
ngaging with the Britains in Battel,; at length they brought them under, and for¬ 
ced them quietly toYubmit unto their yoke* <1 But.ifthefe two were G&ar and Eofa 
jhe Son,and Brother (for fo. it ought to be,and not theBrother and Son as we reade 
i in Malmesbury) of Hengifl, of whom Geoffrey of Mtfnmoufh writes* that at fuch 
tme as Ambroje took and flew Hengt.fi at Conyigsbourgh Ihut themfelvCs up in 
tie . Cities of Turk and Dunhritton , others tell other Tales concerning; them. Galfril Mm. 
Geoffrey writes that after they hadfilrrendred themfelves, Ainbrofegc&ited to them L 8 ‘ c ' 9 ‘ 
pat of the Countrey lying near to Scotland. MatMofWefiminfierffwmthofe 49 °' 
Biitifb Writers, faith, that Ambrcfvl laving : laid fiege to fork, Qttabemg-of opi* 
non that he could nothold the placed againft 'fuch a/iniiftitude,' took advice with 
thafe.that were with him, and with the: Nobility that accompanied lnn^;:came 
oui of the Town and Ypake to this purpofe. My.Gods .are overcomef and I dm 
consent that thy God reign who compells fo many Noblemen to come to thee. Take Us, 
and if thou wilt fiew no mercy, bind w and ufe us ds. thou wilt, :for. ive ate&ilfwg and 
realy. With thefe wozdsAmbrafe was moved to pity, and fhewed bimfelf merei- 
fuH to them : And by this, pattern Eofa and thnrefh werie ihoved to come in and 
lubraitted to Amir ofe, who gave them .a Countrey near to Scotland,, end-made A 
League of Friendlhip with them. Though he tells.us.ofi this Countrey, bellowed 
upon them here, yet:m another place, and nineteem years, after, he tells-ifc. 
therftory, that then Keepers being cosruptedyletrfiemoutofPrifoh* ,, ... 

had led a miferable life; and fled with them, into Germany, whence With-a ' great? 509. a 
Fleet they returned, to the deUrtuftipn of Britain. Hereupon his Vther Pendragon 
comnutted theArmy.of Britain tofom LotJ^. a. Conlul and a moft valiant Mm . , , , ,r 
But though he often gave.Batt^ 1 to'thefe Strangers* inftead of driving them out,- >«•/. .• ’ 
they got ground of him f ^the Briiaihsmcsukd not obey him, 


3. After 
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' 7 I 7 TZ 2 After this Vther Pentagon fallingfick, thefe Rovers ranged about the Ifland 
and made havock of all things without contrail. This exceedingly provoked the 
Kins who grieving that Church and State fhould thus goe to rUme fent for the 
Nobles, and accufmg them of pride and ldlenefs, vowed he would lead them a- 
gainft the Enemy though in that condition wherein he then lay. He caufed a 
Litter to be provided, and marched with the Army towards Vtrulam, where the 
curfed Saxons at that time lay. Otta and Eofa having word brought of the ap¬ 
proach of the Britain;, and how their King was carried in a Litter, they difdamed 
to go out and fight hid becaufe he came in fuch a pofture; they betook them- 
felves into the City, and out of fcorn left the Gates wide open. Vther prefently 
caufed the Town to be befieged and the Walls battered, by which entring, his 
Men made great daughter of the Saxons till they unbethought themfelves. In 
the Morning they came out in order of a Battel, challenging the Britain ;r to fight, 
who courageoufly grappled with them, and many fell on both fides, but alter 
much contention and bloudflied the Victory fell to the King of the Brnam , and 
they tliat fcorned him in his Litter, found his Orders and Commands fo effedtual 
InLeadly that theretheytwo lofttheir Lives, and when they were dead, their 
Men fairly betook them to their Heels. With this V«aory the Kmg was fo over- 
ioved (and well he might) that whereas before he was not able to ftir Hand or 
Foot he could now rife with a very little help, and was in a manner recovered. 

This Story fuits not very well with what Malmesbury and others write, that fo 
coodan account was given of their pains in fubduing the Northern Parts of Bri¬ 
tain. But whether this end befell them, or that the Britain; were forced to quit 
to them that Countrey near Scotland, which feems to be inwrapped m theStory 
of Amhrofw , their endeavours, or the labours of their followers at length effeded 
what they intended, at leaft in a good meafure. # ' _. r _ vn :i e j a 

a For the Captains of the Saxons m thefe Countries ftdl more prevailed 
sainfi: the Natives, yet notwithftanding would they not doe any injury to e 
Name of Kings by afluming that Title, but ftill devolved the power m the fame 
form of Mediocrity, faith Malmesbury, upon their Succeffours j and m fins 
of eftablifhment they continued for an hundred years lacking 
themfelves with the common name of Captains or Dukes, and truckling un er 
he patronJe and command of the Kentijh Kings. But no 

on beftinted: either for that humane nature ever inclines to the work er for 
that this Nation naturally was high and lofty. Therefore in the yew-ofou _ 

Ida the firft DXL y n an d LX after the death of Hengift,the Dukedom waschanged in 
Kmg ' Kingdom, to which Ida was firft promoted • a Perfon doubtlefs of moft nobl 
extldion, and in the flower of his age and ftrength • but whether he invaded 1 th 
Sovereignty, or by theconfent of others came to the Government dctennui 
not, faith the Monk, becaufe the truth it.felf is 

Birth 7 In War he w^conquerable 

ibentTbotliofhimand others, but I am unwilling by the harih found of barUrou 

"V wnrds to difguft tlic Reader. But thus much I fliaU note, that.whereas 
had three Sons, Weldeg, Withleg and Beldeg, from the firft the King? 
rivedS Pedegree, from the fecond the Kings of the Mercians , and from tie 
third the Kings of the Weft Saxons and the Northumbrians, befides two which * 
ftall name hereafter. So this Ida, as I abfolutely find, being the ninth from ^ 
deg, and the tenth from Woden, continued fourteen years King of the North# 

Thusmuch William of Malmesbury concerning /A by which we may ab- 
fejye the incertainty of the Pedigree derived from this Woden, for whe^he _ 
have him but to have had three Sons, the Continuatour of FlorentiusWg J Pjy^ 
mentions feven, from whom he draws the Genealogies of ™r. E nglf ^ xd fiatlM DCi 

Kings, whichthe Reader may; there confult if he think it worth his wMe to t^ 

tend to thefe incertainties. -And whereas he writes 

vancement, the Archdeacon of Huntingdon delivers it for a ^ 

chofen to this Dignity by confent.of the great ones. Hereigned Wlth g uutj'i • 

mendations for the Verges lately mentioned and for 1 “g tetdS^' 

. . . _ twelve years, and built a Town called Bebanburgh, which firft h e called 4 

^ Pallifado, and afterward with a Wall From x Bela, it ’ 

it fo from his Wife, for he writes that it had its name from one LJueen ae ^ 


' It is at this day called Bamlorough in Northumberland ( not Dunjlalurg, asfomeSed:. 6 . 
have imagined) being in the days of Honerden, as he writes, a moft ftrong City, 
but fmall, containing the fpace of two or three Fields, having one hollow en-en¬ 
trance raifed with ftairs, in a wonderfull manner, on the alient of an Hll. It 
had a very fair Church, and Weftward on the top there was a well let out with 
marvellous Art, fweet to the Tafte, and moft pleafant to the Eye. At this day 
it is counted a Caftle rather than a City, yet fo big and large, that it may feiri 
to match with fome Cities. In it did William Rufus Befiege Mowbray, who lurked 
in it, and at length efcaped. It was much defaced in the Civil Wars by Breffy a 
Norman, who fided with the Houfe of Lancafter, and fince that has been almoft 
quite ruined, partly by time which confumeth all things, and by the Winds which 
have driven an incredible deal of Sand of the Sea into theFortrefs; To it ad- 
jpyneth Humildon, where was born John Duns, by miftake called Scotul, the fub- 
tile Doctor, who falling into a fit of an Apoplexy, and in his Man’s abfence buried 
for dead, came again to himfelf, and dallied his Brains out agaiflft the ftones, be¬ 
ing hence faid to have been twice dead, but once buried. . 

6 . Ida by his Wife had fix Sons, Adda, Ethelrick, Theodorick, ^therick, Op 
mer and Theofrede, and by his Concubines other fix,viz. Oga, Alrick , Eccha, Op 
laid\ Segor and Segother, all who came into Britain ( Matthew Florilegus tells us) 
with forty Ships, and landed at a place called Flemsburg ; fo that according to tun j 
this Ida muft not have been the Son of any of thefe Captains that Governed Nor- 
The Kingdom thumberland beforeit had a King; but a mere ftranger chofen for his Merit. -The 
divided into f ame Matthew writes, that after the death of Ida, the Kingdom of the Northum- 
E«v nd brians was divided into two, whereof that next to England, and on this fide the 
River fine, as we have already faid, was called Deira, or the Inhabitants thereof 
Deiri, and the other lying beyond that River as far as Edenbrough Frith had 
the name , of Bernicia, as the Inhabitants Bernicii. In Deira, or the hithermoft 
Province, v&lla fucceeded, the fori of Iffi of the fame ftock originally , but in a 
* feveral Line defeended from Woden : In Bernicia fucceeded Adda the Son of* Stemmaejm 
Ida, where he Reigned feven years, being as little memorable as moft of thofe 
Princes that came after him. ^ £ lla was a very induftrious Man, and by his great m* 

Labour much inlarged thofe Territories, to the Government of which he was fiiiwijhicu- 
promoted for the fpace of thirty years. After his death, as Malmesbury writes, 

Ethelrick the Son of Ida, having fpent moft of his Age in poverty, and now wugeifus, 
gray, obtained the Kingdom, but therein continued not long, dying when ^ 

had Reigned but five years a miferable Prince, and who would abfolutely have Uj s ’ ;j v ~ 
been buried in Oblivion, had it not been for the eminency of his Son Etkelfrid SeAMu,sh¬ 
in young Man in years, but old in diferetion and behaviour. In this mean tiineg">g ' 
f he fevers, in the Kingdom of Bernicia, another informs us that Adda, the eldeft Son of. Ida, rtiij WeaacgUi 
Kings. Reigned feven years, after him Clappa live, Theodulf one, Freothulf feven, fheo- mdenus. 
drick feven, and Ethelrick two, ^lla yet living. He being dead, and his Son 
Edwin driven out of the. Kingdom, he Reigned live years over both the Pro- Ann.^. 


vinces.. 

Next*. hi- 7 • Ethelrick once dead, thelfrid his Son fucceeded him in both Provinces, 
frid^r ‘ as both his Birthright and. his Pains required; for by his Valour and Conduit, 

Eadwin the Son of *Alla was expelled, who lived in exile with Redwald, King of 
the Eaft Angles, till fuch time as by his means he was to be reftored. The lame unhThrile*. 
Authoiir tells us, that i^thelfrid Married Acca the Daughter of ^lla, and by ad Ann. 595- 
her had feven Sons, ruiz. Eanfrid ,; Ofwald, Of win, Ojlack , Ofwide, Of a and 
QJfa. •. to .which Sons another adds a Daughter flamed *&bba. ^thelfrid, having Fiorent. ad 
obtained, the Kingdom firft with earneftnefs, defended and fecured his own, then Ann ' 593> 
felfupon wdiat belonged to others. Mariy Wars did he prudently undertake, and 
as fiiccefsfully end, being neither given to lazinels nor yet temerity j but keeping a 
Mean, betwixt the Extremes, yet ever a< 5 ted by a defire of Glory. Of this is wit- 
Who fight* - nefsifufficient,. faith Malmefbury, Degfeftan, ortheftoneof Degs, a place famous DegefttjKf- 
with^King in thofe Quarters wherein Eda the Kingof the Scots, who envying the profperity f™ u An f’ 
e cots ' of y^thelfrid, forced him even againfthis mind to Fight, was not without great 
danger:of_:the Conquerour himfelf, beaten and driven to flight. For fedbald the 
Brother of. Ethellert, out of defire to approve his Induftry and Valour to hisBro- 
ther, putting himfelf into extreme danger, left him a forrowfull Vi&ory, being 
Ktfiege* fiain with his whole. Party. The City. Legio, now limply called Chefter, is wit- 

chefler. nefs,. which being to this, time poflefled by the Britains, harboured a People full 

of Pride and Contumacy againft the King, which when he refolved to Befiege, 
the Inhabitants refolving to endure any thing rather than a Leagure, and trufting 
U to 
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Sect. 6 . ro t ^ ie ^ lumbers, went out thick and threefold to give him Battel, but fell into 
r the Ambufhes he had laid for them and were defeated; but the Monks efpecially 

iclt his Rage and Fury, who had flocked thither to pray for the fuccefs of the 
.Army. Of their incredible number flill in our Age, are fufficient marks, the 
ruinous Walls of the Churches of the Neighbouring Monaftery, fo many turnings 
of Cioyflers, fo great heaps of Beams and Rafters, as can fcarcely be feen in any 
other place: Its called Bauchor , at that time a famous receptacle of Monks, and 
now turned into a Biflioprick. Ethelfrid , having all things fucceeding thus ac- 
iWimeth jE. j - col 'ding to his wilbes, and defirous to remove all occafionsof domeftick Broils and 
win. “ civil Quarrels, baniflted Edwin the Son of <AElla, a young Man of good worth, 
who wandering up and down, and in his adverfity, as generally it happens, 
IkJwAdKw tuning but linall incouragement, at length came to Redwald King of the Eaftern 
of the Eaft 3 Angles, to. whom deploring hisprefent condition, he was kindly received; byf 
/ingles ,is pro- preiently after him arrived the Ambafladours of Ethelfrid, requiring the Fugitive 
tteted. 1Q p e gi ven up, or upon refufal, War was denounced. * Redwald', being by his Wife 
Thence a war earneltly moved never to break his Faith given to the diftrefled Prince, got ready 
wherein E- an Army, and unexpectedly fell upon Ethelfrid , who abfolutely furprized was 
is flain, while he manfully made refiflence, and fold his life at a dear rate, killing 
Reiner the Son of Redwald before he fell. To this end came Ethelfrid\ after he 
had Reigned twenty four years, a Warriour inferiour to none of thehigheft emi- 
nerfey, but utterly ignorant of the true Religion. By Acca his Wife, thePaugh- 
ter of *Atlh, and Sifter of Edwin, he had two Sons.: Ofwald’, a Child of twelve years 
old, and Ofivin but four,- who when their Father was flain, were by the care of 
rhofe that brought them up fpeedily conveyed out of the way, and carried into 
Scotland. 


8 . Thus much Malmslury tells us of Ethelfrid , in Ihort, which as he confef- 
feth he had from Beda. This Authour indeed calls liim a molt Valiant Prince, and 1 
one molt defirous of Glory, who more than all the Captains of the Englijh, ha-! 
railed the Nations of the Britains , fo that he might feem comparable to Saul the i 
King of If rad, onely he was ignorant of the true Religion. For no Captain, no ' 
King ever fubdued more of their Countrey, and by rooting out or conquering] 
the Inhabitants, made them either be poflefled by the Englijh >, or Tributary to < 
them. To him might that be applied which the Patriarch when he blefled Ills 
Son, fpake as to the Perfon of Saul, Benjamin is a ravenous Wolf , in the morning 1 
hejhall devour the Prey, and at night he fhall divide the Spoil. Hence by his 
fuccefles, Edan King of the Scots, which inliabite Britain , being moved, came 
againft him with a vaftand ftrong Army, but being overthrown, fled away one¬ 
ly with a few in his Company. For in that molt famous place which is called 
Dcgsejlan or the flone of Degsa, almoft his whole Army was.cut in pieces. And 
in this Fight Theodbald ( Malmslury hath it Tedbaldj the Brother of Ethelfrid 
was flain, with all the Party of which he had the Condudh This 'War was 


finiflied by Ethelfrid , in the DCIII. year, from the Incarnation of our Lord, 
and of his Reign, which continued twenty four, the twelfth; the firft of Phocas, 
who was then Emperour of the Romans. -Neither from this time forward to this ^ 
very day, durft'any of the Scotifh Kings offer to fight againftthe Nation of the 
EngliJJ). So much Beda, concerning this War betwixt Ethelfrid and Edan, as for 
what he writes concerning the Siege of Chefler , and the daughter of the Monks 
of Bangor, we mull fpeak of it in our Ecclefiaftical matters, becaufe ofa que- 
ftion wont to be moved about it concerning Augujlme the Archbilhop of Canter¬ 
bury. As for what he fays, that none of the Scotifh Kings, durft fight againft the 
■Nation of the Englijh, to that day, it is to he underflood till the year of our 
Lord DCCXXXI, where at ending his Hiftory in another place thereof, he alfo 
fignifies that the Scots which inhabited Britain, being content with their own li- * 
mits, pra&ifed nothing againft the Nation of the Englijh, by craft or fraud. But 
farther, as to the death of Ethelfrid, Matthewof- Weflmhtfter,- writes that Red- Ad Ann. 617- 
maid challenged him-to fight, and they met in the Countrey of the Jutes, Eaft- 
ward of the River, which is called Idle. Thence laith he, came a. Proverb at this 
very day in ufe, that the River. Jdle was defiled with the.Blaud of the Englilh.. He 
adds, that Edwin had lived! in: exile with Redwald feventeen years. As for the 
place of the Battel, it was fought upon the faid River Idle -, which fpringing;in the 
Forcft of Shirwood runneth into the Trent, near to Idleton in Notinghamjhire. 

And whereas Matthew the, flower gather placeth this River in the Countrey of the 
Jutes (which we know not..how it.fliould be fo called, except the Brother and 
Son of I-Iengijl , when they were fent into the North, here planted fomeCdony) 


fwTB. Cmtmp. with The Ctm fidntmp. R m &np- Fdwin. HI 


' the Archdeacon of Huntingdon writes, it was on the Borders of the Mercians , which Sed. & 

fuits well with this place in Ftotinghamjhire now mentioned. _ _ „ 

. . „. ni? 9 . Ethelfrid being flain, Edwin came to the pofleflion of his Hopes and Wlfhes,. 

E^»Kmg. Kingdo & ms of the Deiri and Bernicii, in the feventh year of Hera- 

rliu c the Fmoerour in the days of Clothair the fecond King of the Franks , in 
Sfirfl y^fK«King y of Kent, A.D. DGXVH. BetagofMcientyea^ 
and taught large Experience by his long Affluftions, he firft fetled his matters 
very well at home, and then began to look towards his: Neighbours ahiwhom 
he compelled to truckle under him, and fo far extended his Power or Authority, 
that of thefe feven Princes, which during the Heptarchy till the time of Beda, 
commanded the Southern Parts from the River Humber, he is reckoned the fifth 2 udaMb.z. 
in order, being in this refpeft fuperiour to them all, as well as others hereafter to s-tf 9 - 
be mentioned: that whereas Limits or bounds to their Power were fet by the 
River Humber, the Border of his Paternal Dominions, and they never pierced in¬ 
to his Power, reached through the extent of their Territories. Beda, to explain! 
what he faid of the'extent of his-Ppvver, affirms, that with greater might .than 
any other before him, he ruled oyer all the People which inhabited \ Britain as 
well Britains as Englijh, thefe of Pent excepted • he fubdued to the Command^of 
Who acid* to the Englijh Nation, the Mevania Iflands.of the Britam,whiGh lye in the Sea 
hi, Dominion betwixt Britain and Ireland. Now whereas the prefent Copies of Bedajwde it, 
the Menavi. jyj evania C amden tells us, that Menavia is the right reading, and that Beda cal^tll * 
m Ifland.. m anc | s by thatName, whereof, one he terms Menavia Prior, which xs Monaor 

the Iflf of Anqjejey, and the other - Menavia fecunda, which is the fame with that; 
called Mona by Cafar, Monoeda by Ptolemy ( that is as one would fay Moneitb.i,* t 

or the more remote Mona, to put a .difference .between it, and the other Mona,, 
viz. Anglefey j by Pliny Monabia,, and by Orojius Menavia, the fame which we. 
call theiTfe of Man, beings known to the Britains by the Name of Menow,; and by- 
that of Maning to the' Inhabitants. As for what Beda Writes .of their fituation, 

The Situation betwixt Britain and Ireland, The fir & Mona, or of thefe Menavia npw called DeiisBAa 
ofthe ifland Anglefey, fince it was conquered by die Englijh, but anciently Mona by the.R^w,.g^ 9 . 
A "d e fo- by th 0 Britains, Mon and Tir-Mon , or the Land of Mon, and Tms Dfiiv/l, yfat is a -qua ad Auft- 

fhadowed or darkljland ; and by the ancient Englijh-Sajcons - qjone^r lyeth., over a- rum efi &fim 
gainft the County : of Caernarvon ( which.,took Name of the chief To\yn therein, gZ’pZ 
as the Town from the Ifland ) being leparated from the Continent. of -Britam, W mu atque 
but by a fmall narrow Strait, and,onallpartselfe>.beatenupon:byJie-furging^ 

Of Man. and boiftrous irijb, Ocean. As for the other, or the Ifleof Man, it is ftretched out jJ a J 
juft in the Mid-level, ‘ as Giraldus, Camlrenfts deferibes, ip-between the. Northern •gintafamiiu- 
Coafts of Ireland an'd^r^ and “about, it, namely- JQ whether, rof the Coun- ^ 
tries it ought of Right to appertain, there arofe. no fmall, controv^erfie amongft timdtioiKm 
the^Ancients, whiclvwas'decided at.length -by this evidence, that it foftered Angknm, 
nemous wormes carried thither for trial, whereupon by a common cenfure it wa s J ~g ec Jff 
adjudged to belong to Britain. Y et do the Natives both in Language and Manners na fpatium 
come nigheft to the Britains, yet fo , as therewith they-dfd favour of fomewhat «»«■ 
derived fromthofe of Norwey. ' ■■ ■'■' a 

10. But more of thefe If lands upon farther occafion, let us farltherinlarge up¬ 
on what Beda faith in Ihort, concerning the Greatiiefs and. Power of -King Edwin. ■ 

The Monk of Malmesbury tells us, 5 .that tjie ftift : necked Northmbrians,having■ 
fubmittetl themfelves,'. the fudden death of, .Redpaldup# ;added to ; _the v hegp ; of his 

The Eaft An- felicity. ForthePeople.of-Eaft£^ 7 (i»^, during thq time of hisExile^mong them* 

|/e,f\vearobe-bavihg had good'experience of dihgencjS;«)«}, yigqufj unanimoufly TwOre obedi- : 
him. en c e to him, who fuffered the left; Jie could ; not:doe put; of 

gratitude } . to enjoy the bare and empty ; 

at his pleafure.. . Atidiatr'.’-^me. 

neither was there any. Province In^^^^ivluch obiferved• pot ^C^derS;.. aid- 
were ready to obey him, hut bnely thpje tjhat inhahifed Kept* Theni.Mfuffered yo 
enjoy their freedom and repofebecaufeihelwfl a^rfi^efir;ejtq ( marty mxhBthefburga f . 

And with e- the Sifter of Eadbald .their. King, wHidi,My havjng-.long, been a/Suitour i to,- at 
hbwufjtew length, he obtained, whereby the’ , like,- : bpth as-to 

>ndthendgh- Government,, and^'.the mariners of the.^ For upofl .tiiis occafion.-by.!the 

bouring Pro- preaching of PfuilHS, Edwin> 'after-' <pttttce. • 

vinces obey pro ^ r p] aC e ? unbraced the Chriftian Reiigiop, ; and- -prooired, it HQ ]>e r^reived fey 
.. . hisovi;nSi}hjedts.. A|^f-.this. fagreatiBy 50 gs.'^;er? Ma®d..UE(Dg :qpt 

Orcha.des, and the other palled Menavia, both fe§&Q aol adorid { .feis Pow- 

. ' ' .. u k'*’"-"' er. 


The Eaft An~ 
gles fwear obe¬ 
dience to him. 
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Sedfc. 6i er - Then was there no publiek Robber, rid domeftick Thief, all fuch as kid wait 
for the violation of conjugal' Modefty were removed afar ofly the Invader of a* 
nother Mkn ? s Inheritance was riot to be found, a thing extraordinary, as to his 
Commendation, arid in our Age. His Empire was fo far propagated to this effeft, 
that Juftice knd Peace flourilhed together, arid mod happy might the State of the 
Commonwealth have continued, if immature death,the Step-mother, as the Monk 
terms it, of temporal happinefs, after a kind of ugly Sport, had not deprived his 
Countrey Of him.. 

11. ' His fudden death as we are informed by Beda himfelf, was brought about 
upon this occkflori. When he had ruled the Nation both of Englijh and Britaim, 
mod glorioufly-fbr the fpaee of feventeen years, whereof five of them he had 

A RebeHion. fought under 'CMft.his Banner, Caedwallathe King of Britaitis rebelled againfl 
him, who had drawn into his afliftence a moft ftout Captain, 'biz. Peuda then 
King of the Mercians. • They ingaged in a great! krid bloudy Battel at a place Cal¬ 
led Hethfeld, where Edwin on the fourth day of the Ides of OBober , in the year, 
of our Lord DGXXXIII. was flain, being feven and; forty years old, and his whole 
Army was either flain or routed. In the Battel before him a moft courageous Son 
to which Ed- 0 f his called Offrid * fell, another called Eadfrid, neceflity compelling him, went *Cumcd 
wm u flam. over t0 p 6u jd, who afterward in the Reign of Ofwal flew him, contrary to his b * ld ? 

( Oath. To thisend came this mdft valiant and prudent Prince, being as Malmef- quZmuZ 
bury writes a rriiferable Spe&acle of humane Variety, or that Viciflitudewhich Fimieguift 
is incident to humane Affairs, a Prince whom the Courfe of his AdioM and Am ‘ 
great Succefs, fpeak great both in the orie Capacity and in the other. As for the 
Hiscommen- Halcyon times which this People enjoyed under his Government; it -will not be 
daiion. amifs to note what Beda himfelf oblerveth of them. At that time, faith he, fo ub.z.c.i6. 
great a Peace is reported tO have been in Britain , whitherfoever the Empire of 
King Edwin reached, that (as yet the Proverb is') If a Woman with a Child in her 
Armes newly UrH would iravell through the whole IJland from Sea to Sea, Jhe might 
• doe it without anyLet or Mo left at ion. The faid King moreover fo much confulted 
the Good : of bis People, that whereever he beheld any Fountains or Springs by 
the High-ways, there for the refrelliment of Travellers he caufed Potts to be 
ere&ed, arid brazen Dilhfes td'be hung upon them; neither would any body touch 
them except for their present rife, either for the greatnefs of the fear they had of 
him, or of'the LiOve they bare unto him. He was of fuch efteem in his Kingdom, 
that not dhefywfi Battel Were Banners bom before him, but ift time of Peace as 
, lie rode' through the Cities, Towns or Provinces together with his Attendants an 
Enfign-bearfer was wbnt to goe. : Nay when he ,pafl <3 along in the Streets in all 
places, that kind of Banner which the Romans call Tufa , and the Englijb Thuuf 
were wont to be born before him. 

12. Edwin being flain in Battel, the Provinces of the Northumbrians were in a 

moft fadEftate. Of the two' Captains that overthrew him, the one being awttit; 
Pagan, and the other as he terins him aBarbarian, both Religion and all things"*- 
TheConqiie- civil went to wreck; while the one raged 1 agairrft the Church, and the other a- 
tour’s Cruelty. g a i n ft the Laity, of which he fpared neither any Sex nor any Age or Condition, 
fubjfe&ing as well WohM as Men, innoceritBabes, asthofeof ripe years to death, 
and mott.crueiTorturesi^whieh continued no fmall time; for Cadwall ttudied 
how together With their deftrU&ion, hd might root ( the 1 whole Englijb Saxon Na¬ 
tion out: of 'BrWaiti. And thdiigh ^Chriftjan he was himfelf, yet did he not fhew 
arty fefjfe'6T ! fcPth’dr Religion; •’ fhe ©Uftbme-of the Britaitis , faith Beda, being at 
thiS-very cfeyi th fb£fcf£ 1 WUgh't ; - the Tiifih Mid-Religion of the. Brlglijh Saxons , nei¬ 
ther Will they likVb Ptigdns. The head of 

the fldiiriKhig; W&s ^brOug^t.© 1 '^,-'^ iri the- Church Of St. 

Efctt/y tyfctefr : hB;-|Sii$ltf W&tyjikW his J Sutbefl6ur peffe&ed. All 

things kny whete;to be 

expedfodi^ vkfhilisirgaWikfont; ,together With 

and Ho¬ 
nourably-recdvedBy JS^efita^iterlBfhtiiBr. 1 * 

dier-Of-'iBAuMv kiWti't/fifrea his Sbn’ arid 

ffl thegori#his SmQsffM, 'Wliom^l^Mbte forfear :: W ; WaMd 

and Qjm% iferift^rfdto be ttropl^; 

ah;: SdrihisUftblf fiyijth MW- 
^thtrsm-dbtaasea #m<nrtebb(f'whnni,he' w - 3 ' f ' «• 

wks iltef'ihd’ -Md' 'BrrtH. ; J1 Oh^thc ! -^ingdbm of 


Chap. II. Contemporary with the Conftantinop. Rom . Empire. Olrick. 149 

in Bimicii the Bernicii feized Eaufrid the Son of Edelfrid, who in like manner was iflued Sedb. 6. 
winedfobe" out ^ Province. For during the Reign of Edwin, the Sons of Edelfrid, with w-vx* 
King, many more of the younger fort of Nobility lived in Exile, either with the Scots 
or Pifts. Both thefe Kings abjured the Chriftian Religion, which they had learnt, 
and profefled in banifliment, and were Ihortly after cut off by Cadwalla the Britain, 

Both flain by who now thinking the time might be come to drive the Englijb Saxons out of 
the f heir once unjuftly obtained poflellions, and to reftore the Iflandtoits ancient 
nta " ‘ Owners, omitted nothing that might rationally tend to the bringing of this about. 

In the very Summer following the death of Edwin , he fell fuddenly upon Ofrick, 
when he never expe&ed him, and cut him off with his whole Arm}’. After this 
lie raged like a cruel Tyrant in thefe provinces for a year, at the end whereof, 
when Eaufrid came to him, but with twelve in his Company to treat of peace, 
he treated him in the felf fame manner. That year, faith Beda, is ftill at this 
day accounted unlucky andhatefulltoall good Men, both in refpeft of the Apc- 
ftacy of thefe Englijb Kings, who renounced their Eaptifm, as for the lefs Tyran¬ 
ny of this Britijh King. Whereupon it was agreed by all, that computed the 
times of thefe Princes, to abolifli the memory of thefe perfidious Kings, and to 
affign the faid year to the Reign of blefled King Ofwald, who after the death of 
•his Brother Eaufrid, coming with a ftnall power of Men, but fortified by faith in 
Chrift, that curfed Captain of the Britains , with his vaft Army which he boafted 
Who was af- 'nothing could refill;, was (lain in a place which in the Language of the Englijh is 
byofmld m ca ^ Denifesburna,ov the Brook of Denis. The place,faith our Authour.is ihewn at ^itur 
theirsuccef- this day, and had in great Veneration, wher e Ofwald being to fight eredled the fign /£o pjr u ’ al ' 
four. of theCrofs, and kneeling down, befought Almighty God that hewouid Succour J,scomLT' 
his Servants in this day of their Neceflity. He himfelf laboured at the El ection of Ih wiugd. 1.3. 
the Crofs, which finifiied, he fpake aloud to the whole Army: Let us kneel down 
and jointly pray unto the Omnipotent Jiving and true God, that he would merci¬ 
fully defend us from the proud Enemy, for he knows that we undertake a juft War 
for defence of our Nation. The place & in the Englijh Tongue called Heofonfeld, 
or Heavenly Field, lying near to the Wall which the Romans built front Sea to 
Sea, for the reftraining the infolent Inrodes of Barbarians. 

14. It’s ftill at this day for the fame reafon, asfome would have it, called Ha- 
ledon near to SciliceJler, in the Wall in the County of Northumberland, where was 
a Church built in Honoufi of St. Cutber-t anffKind Ofwald, but the Name of the 
King hath fo obfoured the light of'the Other Sairit, that the old Name being quite 
gon^it’s now known ortely by that of titsOfwald. For the place where Cadwalla 
was flain, the prefent Printed Copy of Beda hath it Denifesburna, and King Al- 
fredds Tranflation ^.ehirrejbupna, But Camden read it in Beda, Devilesh.m, a lit¬ 
tle raver running into Tint, which gave to a’Manfion Houfe upon it, tile Name 
of Diveljlon, as in old Records it sfound writteni now called belonging in 

his time to xhe^Ratcliff's. Aftef 1 this 'Achieved, 0 /iw/^/governed Iris Do¬ 

minions with great Juftice and Tranquillity, -being fo humble, lo tender hearted, 
and bountifoll to the poor, that he behaved himfelf indeed as a true Father of his 
Countrey. This his Goodnefs is faid to have Been crowned with remarkable Suc¬ 
cefs, fo that his Empire, he extended farther .than any of his Predeceffours^ for as 
fome write all the Nations * of Britain fubmitted to his Command, not onely the m- 
Englijh . and Britains, burithe^ASk and' .S^r : themfelves, which good Fortune did 
not puffhim up, but he continued aS'hunifefearid. mercifiill as ever. But that neither %f rovi ! tci ‘ 1s 
he nor any other good man-might place-liis! Bappihels intliis wbtld, at laft an altera- n 
tion was made, and an end'happened to -Blm,' Contrary to his beginning. By his orl,n S uas > W 
Induftry and Prudence the Provinces bf th& D.eirHnfrBethicii, which formerly MmZTd 
had difagreed were lovingly : and faft mrtitecl together; ; But. in reference tO liig tarum, AnRo- 
Neighbors abroad, matters 1 r ft6od f ifl knottier ipofture, whoj however they might r ‘ a ”' div jE 
for a while fubmit Unto him, 'and kcquiefee funder -his :moft mild Adminiftra- J Z‘"JeT 
tion, yet-it'feems either counting this fubjeittiori, -how-mild foever it was, a fla- r ’ 
very, or-provoked by the- Ruler^of the‘BritaBtfj nndfefpeciklly Peuda the" King 
m emste ' ! ° f . the M emantf they were-periwaded (k-great Party at feaft j to revolt from 
their proftfled-obedience. : The matter fieW fo high,' that Peuda his Pagan 
Subjects th&Metciaus forth agalhft him, ’and they niet at a ! place called Mafenfeld 

in,hec 0nfli * Battel ^ingfol^htv .hehadthe fame ill fortunehk 

p&du Uncle Edwth 'haff (whtjfe'NepheW he T Was-B^his Sifter Ava ) being with Mul- v,Mur 
flain. titudes of his followers flain upon the place on the fifth day of Aug-aft, in tlie^'"^- 
thirty eighth ( or the thirty feventh, as King Alfreds Tranflation hath it ) of 
his Age, 1 when he had reigned nine years, as the Ancient Annalifts reckoned, HminJdM. 

but 
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wTT"to in this Number mull be included that year which, as we formerly laid, the 
tooftafieof the Englip Kings, and Tyranny of the Bntifli rendredfo odious to 
'£ as that they would not align it to them, but rather abol.fl. iB memory. 
reu/a the cruel Pagan after lie had flam him, contented not himfelf with his 
bare death, but having killed him, tore his Body in pieces and fixed it upontliree 
Stakes as a Speiftacle of terrour. The Place is at this day. caUed Ofmjlro or Of- 
in Britifi, Croix OfmUs, a little Town upon the Weft Frontier of iW 
Hire, not far from theRiver Severe. It was not long fince inciofed with a 
D ch and a Wall, and it had very good Traffic^ efpecially of flight and t un 
Weljb Cottons. It ferns to have had its firft Original from Devotion to this 
King and Saint. But it was built by MoJoc the Brother of MereJuc (vsCandm 
of Lmcarwn wrote) and the Fitz Allan! being Normas and Earb ot ^rWrf/ — 
who afterwards came to be Lords of it, walled it about. The Echpfes of the 
Sun in Aries have been moft dangerous unto it, for twice when that Luminary 
was in that Sign, did it fufler very great Calamity by fire. 

In Mi. I y. Ofmlfam in this manner, Ofm his Brother fucceeded him in the Ring. 

Si dom of Bcrnicia, a young Man of about thirty years ofAge ■ but O/h,»the Son 

Deiraof- Of Ofriok obtained that of Deira in the third year of Bernier ,King of Ke,t^ m 
Win fucceeds. t h e R e iga of Dagobert King of the Franks, A.D. DCXLIII. Thele two Kings 
being thus as it were Partners in the Throne, agreed, as is ufual in fuch Cafes. 

Who differ. Differences were ever .arifing betwixt them, and at length grew to fuch an i 

height, as one could not fubfift if the other continued They raffed Fo^son 
each fide ; but Ofmn perceiving he was overmatched m Number, thought it 
not fit to’fight, but to refervehimfelf to better times; he therefore Disbanded 
his Army, Commanding every Man ^ repair to his own Home from a pkee cal¬ 
led Wi If ares Dun, or the Hill of Wilfare, about ten Miles: South-Weft from the 
Villag zCataratlo. He himfelf withdrew, with one onely faithfull Souldierin his 
. . . . Company called tondhere, to the Houfe of a Count named Hunvald whom he 

the ot cdeemed^as mod fure to him ; but it proved far otherwife, tor by him he was 
command is btd and fhinby command of Ofwi together with his trudy Tondhere, on the 
thirteenth of the Calends of September in the ninth year of his Reign ma place 
Hischaradler. called Ingerlingum. This Ofwin was aMan of a beautffiiU M^d and 

4 ffable, Courteous, and very Bountffull, which Endowments both of Mmd and 
Body procured him fuch Reputation, that he was by;dl men bebved, and many 
mod Noble Perfons out of aU the Provinces thought themfelves happy ff they 
could but get into his Service; but above all, lus Humility and fingular M^dedy 
were remarkable, whereof Beda gives us this Indance. “ Ofmn bedowed an ex- 1 ^ 4 - 
“ cellent Horfe upon Aidan the famous Bifhop of Lindisfarne, but the Bdhop 
« when a Poor Man asked Aimes, gave him^the Horfe with all J he ^h Furiture 
« upon hi m . The King hearing of this, as they were going m to Dinner, faid to 
<( i f . * t nrd RifhoD Why would yon give that Royal Horfe that was for tips, quod 

v Z'owLsadt ^PoorK 

«« things which would ferve the Poor, indead of this Horfe I made choice of D 
• t four ownPerfon» TheBilhop mftantly replyed King, 

“ Is that Son of a Mare more dear, to you than that Son of God. With h ey Samdmmti , 
« w C „t „ to Dinner, the Bifhop tolls Seat, but the King being come from,,,, 

« Sing, fate hta down by the Fire with his Attendants, Bn. if 
“ what the Bifhop had faid, he rofe fuddenly up, and giving his Sword to mi emt!lU . 
« his Servant wait hadily to him, at whofe feet he fed and befought 
« not to be angry* affirming he would iiever aftcr fpeak or 
« whatever he gave of his Money to the Children of .God. The ; Biffiop 
“ wonderfully amazed, and rifing haftily, raffed^- -Jhe 

« vprv well Dleafed if he would but fit down to Dinner, and be cheartulL aue 
« Ring tlien P at his Requed began‘to be merry,.but the, Bifhop Uffnto be 
« very fad, fo as heffied Tears^f whichhissed 

« Language (they were both Scots) which neither Ofmn nor his Servants under- 
“ hood demanded the reafon. I know (faith he) ;that the Ring will n 
“ long- For till this time I never beheld an humble King ; whence I appre nd, 

« that lie will fpeedily be taken away by Death j for this f 

« fudi a Governour. ^ Not long after was this fad Prefage'qfthe Bi^P Med in 
the Murther of Ofwin. And Aidan lived but till the twejftffday after hW » 

dying Wmfelf on thelaft of - ;- }f. 

.if f I , * 6, Ofwi. 
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~ 16. Ofwi having removed his Equal, whom he much grudged, yet did Sect. 6 

not find himfelf freed from trouble by that unworthy Aft. He found conti- 
nual fears and trouble from the Mercians, Peuda their King never ceafing to cad 

Ofwi and Pen- one Rub or other in his way. Yet paffed there feveral Ads of kindnefs and 

ll 4 uarl ' d - indearment, as one would have imagined betwixt the Families. • Peuda had a Son Beda, lib. 5. 
called Peada, who being a voung man, for his good Endowments accounted* 21- 
worthy of a Kingdom, was by his Father appointed to the government of 

their Nation. He came into Northumberland to Ofwi, defiring his Daughter 

Alkflede in Marriage, which he could not obtain except he and his Subjedts re¬ 
ceived the Chridian Religion. He upon hearing what was preached concerning 
the promife of an Eternal Kingdom, the hope of a Refurredion and Immortal 
Life, profeffed himfelf a Believer, though he never diould obtain the young Lady, 
being much induced to this Belief by the Perfwafions of Alfrid the Son of Ofwi, 
his Friend and Kinfman,who had Married his Sider Cyniburg the Daughter of Peuda. 
Notwithdandingthefe Alliances, Beda tells us, that Ofwi Meted irequent, mod ibil HI. 3, 

’ bitter and Intolerable Eruptions from the faid King of the Mercians who had * 4 ’ 

Bain his Brother. Necefiity often inforcing him, he often prefented him with 
Gifts innumerable, therewith to purchafe Peace, and prevent the utter ruine of 
his Dominions. The perfidious Prince did not conform himfelf to his Defires, 
but refolved to root out and dedroy all his People little and great, which Ofwi 
perceiving, betook himfelf to Divine affidence, vowing, in cale he obtained the 
Vidory over him, to Confecrate his Daughter as a Nun to perpetual Virginity, 
and to pafs over twelve Poffeffions for the building of Monaderies. Armed more 
by Faith than any Carnal Hope he could have of Vidory, he gave Battel to the 
Enemy, who is faid to have brought into the Field thirty times as many men, 
thirty Legions whereof each was headed by a skilfull Leader. Thefe Forces he 
and Alekfrid his Son ingaged with a very fmall Army. He had another Son- 
Egfrid by Name, who was at this time an Hodage in Mercia with Ciuoije 
the Queen. , , , , 

17. Ethilwald the Soil of Ofwald who rul’d in Deira, though he ought to 
have been affiding to them, as good Beda obferves, was at this time on the 
contrary fide, and commanded a Party which was to ingage againft hisCoun- 
trey and his Uncle, but when they came to fight lie withdrew' himfelf, and in a 
fafe place expeded the event of the Battel. When they joyned, thirty Pagan 
a Battel en- Captains were foon (lain or routed, and all the' Auxiliaries in a manner cut off; 

amongd whom was ^ dilhere the Brother and Succedour of Anna King of the 
' Ead Angles, who had blown the Coals betwixt the two Kings, and been the great Hegi Alfida 
Caufer of the War. The Battel being fought near the River Viaved, which then Pinra?te. 
through excefs of Rain was overflown, it happened that more perillied by the Wa¬ 
ters than by the Sword. It was fought by King Ofwi in the Countrey of Loidis in mione 
on the feventeenth of the Calends of December, and the thirteenth year of his ^nVam Ian- 
Reigti, to 1 the great advantage of both the Nations. For he both freed his own ^ >§ a Loi . 
People from the Hodile Invafions of the Pagans, and the other of the Mercians dij-haccc. 
and the Neighbouring Provinces, Peuda their Head being now cut off, he reduced 
quickly to the Chridian Faith. This Loidis is that eminent Town in the Wed Ri¬ 
ding of Torkjhire, now called Leeds, which became an Houfe of the Kings when 
Cambodunum- was burnt to the ground, a rich Town (To lately it w r as) by means CambJen. 
of clothing. The very place of the Fight Writers call Winwidfeld, which Name 
we may fuppofe was given, it of the Victory; 'like as a Place' in Weflphalia where 
Quintilias Varus with his Legions was flainylsitt the Dutch Tongue called Winfield 
or the Fieldiof Vittory, as Ortelius hath Obferved. The little Region or Territory 
about it, which Beda mentions, was in old time ealled by the Name of Elmet t 
and was conquered by Edwin the Son oh<cfiBa King of Northumberland', after, 
he had thence expelled Careticus the Britifi 'Ring in the year of our Lord 
DCXX. •' ' ’ 

To the joy of The death of Peuda , who had been the -death of fo many Kings, caufednr 
an men. all places out of his own Territories very great rejoycing, Which as well the AT*' 
finity and Confanguinity wherein feveral were conjoyned to them he had flain, 
may perfwade usto believe, as the Song that was.made upon diis occafion. Ofwi in Winwd 
fo plied his bufinefs and followed on theftroak of his late Vidory, that he brought' a ™f™ d jf s 

... Aims, cxdes 

Hegum Sigeberti tS Egrici, cedes Ofwaldi & Edwini. Sic Math. Elorilegs nd Am. 6$$. arbero Huntingdon 'hoc modo ; In 
Wimped mne vindima eft cades Anne, cades Regum Sigbtrt Ecgnice, cades ftggitm Pjfrald (3 Edgwe, 
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6 t0 bis beck aI1 the Kingdom of Mercia for three years after the death of Peuda, to- 
gether with all the other Southern Provinces (as his Brother before him had done) 
and the greateft part of thefe belonging to the Pills. Yet was he fo good natur’d 
as to bellow on Peada the Son of Peuda, becaufe he had Married his Daughter, 
and was hisKinfman, the Kingdom of. the Southern Mercians feparated from the 
Northern Mercians by the River of Trent, whereof the Southern in thofe days con- 
Fe*L his Son tained five thoufand Families, and the Northern feven. But the Efer following 
murihered. ^eada was murthered, and that as was reported by Confpiracy of his Wife. Three 
years being completed after the death of Peuda , Immin, Eaba , and Eadberht , ad¬ 
vanced to the Throne Wulfhere his Son a Youth whom they hid from danger, 
which done they revolted from Ofwi, whofe Governours driving away, they vali¬ 
antly defended the Liberties of their King and Countrey. Of Ofivz there’s not 
much more remarkable. His good demeanour to his People in great meafure ob¬ 
literated that bloudy Crime of murthering Ofwin ; but this Beda teftifies of him, Tianjin cr . 
that with very great pains he maintained ins Dignity, which is not onely apphea-^* 1 :a 4 * 
ble to the great Induftry he ufed for attainment of that power, at which he ar- do, f,f Kpit ' 
^ rived (he being thefeventh of the moft powerfull Kings amongft the Englifh 

6 jmi Die,. Saxonii as his brother Ofwald is by Beda reckoned the Sixth) but in relation to ^ 

the perpetual troubles and dangers he underwent, not onely. brought upon him by ofwi jnvemi 
Peuda the Mercian King, but by ^thilwald the Son of his Brother, who by 
is laid tohavefucceeded Ofwin, nay hisown Son Athfrid • this being the ordinary per am ’ s 
Lot and Portion of men of bloud. He reigned moll painfully twenty and eight 
years, and died on the firft of March in tlie fifty eighth year of his Age. 

Sgfrid fuc- 19. Ofwi being dead, Egfrid his Legitimate Son fucceeded him in the third Bed*, W. 3 . 
«cds. y ear 0 f conjlantine the Emperour of Conftantinople , the feventh of Egbert King . 
of Kent; during the Reign of Childerick the Second, King of the Franks, 

A. D. DCLXXI, or the year before, as Beda placeth it. His Father being 673. 
fickly toward his latter end, could not profecute Wulfhere , who had fet up 
. . ... for himfelf in Mercia, and therefore left to him a War as Hereditary, which he 

fo profecuted, as that he drove Wolf here out of Lindfey, and recovered it again to LiU™. 
Mercian for his Paternal Territories. Thus much is onely hinted to us by Beda• how long JXgJ 5 
revolting, kept it is utterly uncertain. For JUitlmsbury falling foul upon him for his Im- frmncULin* 
piety, Ihewed in the fnalitious profecutingof Bilhop Wilfride, adds, that towards 
humble Shppliants he was proud and harlh, a Difeafe wherewith all Tyrants are miRexEtfri- 
infeded that on the contrary againlt Rebels he was fluggifli and lazy, and de- 
facing the Triumphs of his Father loft the Empire of the Mercians, and being bea- jVuifLero 
ten in Battel by Ethelrede the Son of Peuda, loft alfo his Brother. In the lecond detimmat, 
year of the Reign of Egfrid, there was a wonderfull great Fight of-Birds, many »rd>murE. 
thoulands of them being killed, and the Foreigners feemed to be worfted. This^ >F/OT , 
Fizht, /Ethel, might feem to betoken that great Fight which was fought eight years after near i^dAm. 
rede the Mer- the River of Trent, betwixt Egfrid and the faid King vEthelrede- where, as the JU 
eian King. f ame Authour Beda tells us was flain, Efewin the Brother of Egfrid, a young man 

very much beloved by the People of both tire Provinces, whofe Sifter by Name 
Ofiritb the faid Ethelrede had married. This Battel it feems did not, together 
with the young Prince’s life, put a Period to the Controveifie. For Beda writes 
that more new matter of a more fharp War and longer enmity arofe betwixt the 
angry Kings and their People, till Theodore the Bilhop by his Diligence and Inter- 
celiion took up the Quarrel, and prevented thedreadfoll mifchiefs which thereup- 
* « on would have followed,- making this Agreement, that Bloud Ihou d not be re- 
.tdfbeS quired for the Bloud of Elfewin, but his Brother fhouid be contented with a cer- 
them. tain Sum of money to be paid by Ethelrede. And the jPeace made upon this oc- 
cafion continued a long time betwixt thefe Kings and their Kingdoms.^ 

20. But though Egfrid had peace with the Mercians , and; on this fide the Sea, 
he was of fo reltlefs an humour, that finding no work -in Britain, he ijuft needs 
„ T , transfer his Arms over into Ireland, in the year of our Lord DCLXXXIV. under 
Command of one Berht, he fent an Atmy over thither, and miferably wafted 
that Nation, which was both innocent, and always moft friendly to that of the 
Englifh, neither Churches nor Monafteries being any whit fpared. The Ilanders 
or Scots did what they could, both by repelling force with force, and putting up 
- their Prayers to Heaven for Divine Affiftence. And although, faith he, Curlers 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, yet was it believed that they who were 
now defervedly curfed for their Impiety, were fuddenly pumlhed by thejuit.judg¬ 
ment of Almighty God. For in the year following this King W ” 
any mature advice, leading out his Army to wafte the Countrey of theP/gj 


- h his- Friends earheftly laboured to difTwade him, and amongft others, St. Cutb- 

,. f there fert whoWasnewly then ordaihed.Bhhqp, he was by-the conning Enemy, who 
flaiS with Ws counterfeited 4 flight drawn .within • theiftmts of un^abfo Mounts and 
whole Army w i t h the-gfeateft part of the : Forces he brogght -along with him, cut oft, m the 
fortieth year of his Age^aiid the fifteenth of his Reign,’ on the thirteendi day, be¬ 
fore the Calends of fmef- As! laid, m^Beda, his Friends i advifed himagainft 
this-War^butas theforegoing year he would not hear the moft Reverend Father 
Ecgberht- when' he d'ehortedbim from offering violence to Scotland, which had 
nothing Hurt him, as:'a pUililhment rtf him for that fin,. it came to pafs that now 
he wouldoot hear• tlietri-wh'o' ftrove to prevent Lis utter overthrow. ; And from 
To the mine ^OUrof^the Emglifb Empire began todecay 

of the Bn- and dwindfo;:- For b6th«he Tififr reooveredthehand- of their Pofleftion, winch the 
gl,lh ' . Englifh land -^rthat^ iiiLltbitfed Britain, hefd^and fomePart of the Britains o\> 

taihed thei^'Liberty^whidh-they ftillirijtain for the fpace pf.forty fix yeai-s. Ar 
. mongft wahy’others of : the NationV ^ were;eitiher.flam by.the Sword; 

condemned -to bondage, ' o^ flra for theicLtfes from theT^nd of the Tram 
win the mdft Reverend Man of G'od,^ was/ one. who had.been a Bilhop amongft 
them, but now i came back-with.thofe that; belonged to him: !in the Mohaitery of 
Ebbercurnm which Hood indeed in the.Countrey of the Englifh, but bordered up* 
on the Frith y which feparatedpheir; Territories from thofe of the Pills. .Thele be 
the’ words of 'Beda , who [diligently -diftinguillies in feveral places, the Scots 
thatlinhabited Scotlandlfrom, the Scots that:inhabited; Britain, but when he 


Ex quo tem¬ 
pore, fp:; cat- 
pit (3 virttis 
Regni Angio- 
rum fluere ac 
retrb fublapfa 
referri. Beda, 
l. 4. c. 26. 


Aim fuc- - . ' 21. Egfrid being fam, Alfride- or Aldfridhh Brother, and the Son of Ofwii 
coed. him. Succeeded him, in the’ firft- year of the Emperour Jufiinian the younger, the firft 
of Edrich King of Kent, in the Reigh of Tkeodofick King of the Franks.. A. D. 
DCLXXXVI. Malmbury ^writes, that Qfwi had but two Sons, whereof the fpip 
• V. Tious being rejeded, the legitimate fucceeded him in his .Kingdom, which was 
■ -Egfrid: yet a little after,’ he'tells usthat P^Min the Battel fought wlthEthel- 
rede, the-Son of Peuda. loft his Brother, and after this.helwrites, how the news 
of his Death flying all over, at laft came to the Ears of his Brother Alfrid,. who 
being bale born, although the elder, .-was by the,'Nobility thought not.fitto .Reign, 
and either : by conftraint, or out of indignation,' went into Ireland, where being 
1 fecuie from the hatred’of his Brother, and having leifure fulfccient to follow his 
: Studies, he much bettered his mind by the precepts of Philofophy. If he reti- 
i c ^ fion red inthis^manner into Ireland, then from all thefe paflages we may guefs that, 
the indignation and jealoufie of his Brother follow him thither, and Hence it is 
land. that we may fetch the account of his fending an Army into that Illand. There¬ 
fore thev who formerly refhfed himj now when they bad need of him, and con- 
fideredhis worth, betook thernfelv'es to Intreaties, fo well fatisfied was he with 
the prefent condition of- his Life. . But when he had once undertaken what was 
offered, he gave them no caufe to:repent .them of their choice, being a Man migh¬ 
ty in- the Scriptures,; and:lq carefull.of the-Duty incumbent; upon him, that.for 
nineteen .years he Governed liis People.in great. Peace, and with as great Applaufe, 

havingno:other, flaw in the wiiole courfe . of his Adminiftration, but what they 

.; find'concerning his Perfecution of Blihop Wilftide. Yet was his Kingdom con¬ 
tained within much narrower. Bounds*, than in the^days.ofhis Father and Brother. 
For the -Pills making an. irifolent ufe .of their Viiftory,. fet.upon the Englifh, whom 
long quiet and eafe had rendred lefs fitfor refiftence, and.made bold to juftle them 
out of fome of their Territories lying toward the.North, or to lubdue and bring 
: them under their Yoke, though they frill inhabited thefe Countries. And never 
after could they recover their; liberty, and reunite tliemfelyes with the Englifh 
th«ir. Brethren, by the Pills coming to be fubjed to the Scots, though their Lan : 

- guage at this day fufticiently difeovers their Original. 
oirede made a2< - After Alfcede his Son, Of rede was made KiJg in thefixth yearof Tiberius 
King. Apfmarus Emperour; the twelfth of Withrede King of Kent, in the days of Chil- 
debert the fecond King of the Franks, A. D. DCCII 1 I. He was but a Child of eight 
years old, but Ihewed himfelf foon enough to beof fiifficientAge tope vitious. 
He Reigned, but eleven years, and was famous for nothing, infamous for his un- 
i» very de- cleannels, which could not. be kept Within the bounds of. ordinary yoluptuoufnefs, 
lunch'd. but extended to the very Cloyfters, where he. violated the Virginity of thofe that 
were, as their Relations imagined, fecured agairift fuch attempts by a Religious 
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O xx. s Veil. Thefe courfes brought him into fuch hatred, even of his own kindred, that 
6l t0 prevent one fin, they committed a greater by taking away his Life, when he 
hoped he had fcarcely fpent one quarter of it. Yet had they that removed him 
Murthercd. out of the way to take his place, fupplied as well the want of -Eminence and Ver- 
tue, as of Royalty, they might have been more excufable, at leaft it would have 
.Kemcd fac- partly coveted and concealed the blacknefs of the Parricide; but Retired, who 
eceds. went a f ter hi m took the Throne, and therein fate for two years, and after; him Of- 
Then ofiic. ric who Reigned eleven, did nothing memorably, or which could call them wor¬ 
thy of that Dignity to which they advanced themfelves. Ofiic indeed;in this, had 
the advantage of the other, that he did not firft leap into the Chair of tlie mur- 
N niCeoMf. tlired Prince, and before his death, adopted Celwulf or Ceolwulf the Brother of 
Reared for his Sncceflbur. This is that Ceolmlf to whom Beda dedicates his Ec- 
clefiaftical Hiftory, at the end whereof he fignifies, that this King was embraced 
with great difficulties, and how he would extricate; himfelf; or what end they 
would have, was utterly uncertain; What thefe Difficulties were, he tells us not, 
either becaufe he would not burn his finger by medling with matters of his own 
time, or' for that his defign was to write an Ecclefiailical Hiftory onely, which 
feems to have been his drift, for elfehe might daubtlefs have given up a, more 
large account of what he has left, but a.mere fcantling, a few remarks, and thofe 
but by the bye, as they were necefiary to be. brought, in for making way to, or 
Illuftrating fome other matters relating for themoft part to the CJoylter. As for 
Ceolmlf, we are told he was fo edified with what he read in the Hiftory of Beda, 
that defirous to be of the dumber of thofe King?: who had exchanged their 
Crowns for Cowls,he at length refigned his Kingdom and betook himfelf to a Mo- 
naftery Or rather he was wearied with thefe difficulties he found m reigning,and 
who turn* however his Crown feemed glorious to the^yes of theBeholders, felt the weight 
Monk. 0 f i t f 0 great that he was not fatisfied till-he was eafed of his burthen, which 
he caft off from his Head after- he had. governed eight years, and in the Mona- 
fteryof Lindesfnare , took upon him the. Monkifh Habit.. He was not defeended 
from the Loins of the late Kings of the Northumbrians, but in another Line de-ggjj* 
feended from Ida. He was the Son of C«i^,whofe Fore-fathers were Cuthwxn, 
Lethewold, Egrnld, Aldelnt, Oga and Ida. , , 

2., But he quitted not the Government before he hadprovided his Peopfe of 
Egbert made another King. This was Egbert his Uncles Son, as Malmesbury rails him, but Hunting 
Kmg. Huntingdon tells us he was the Son of Ecca, who was Son to Lethmld oi Led. 

wold ; and as he, as the Elowergatherer hath it,was Somto one Ceolmlf fo that he 
could not be of that Line, but now mentioned, yet he ; . calls him his Kidman 
too. Whoever he was, he began his Reign in the two and twentieth yearotZeo 
Ifaurus the Emperour, the thirteenth of Edbert King of Kent the thirtieth of 
Selrede King of the Eaft Saxons , in the days of Theodorick King of the Franks, 

A. D. DCCXXXVIII. We can tell the Reader that, he Reigned, but what he 
did particularly in his Reign, he as well as we muft ftill be ignorant, Beda ha¬ 
ving told us but little of thefe Civil Matters; but after histimemo one of anytor 
lerable Abilities, having taken any care to tranfmit any thing of moment.to poite- 
rity, fo that we have little more than the bare Names. But thathe laudably go¬ 
verned, Malmesbury tells, treading in the fteps of good Princes. HehadaiBrother miuit 
bafeiy born it feems, and of his own Name in his time Archbilhop of: Tori, who tmag* 
as Alenin the Schoolmafter of Charles the Great left in writing, did' very much 
Who turning for the advancement of learning, and others add, that itwas in Conjunction with, 

Monk leave* aild by the aflifteuce of* the King his Brother. The King -did fo welL agree with 
“ 0 3 T the Archbiihop, end fo emulated him in Religion, that needs he muft te:Rehg.ons 

too, .and more Religious, havtag his Crown ftaven andnirn Monle after he had 

He i*fucceed. Reigned twenty years, leaving his Kingdom to his Son Ofmlfe. He being not tnm re fim- 
edby MoHo. a bfo to fteer the Helm, was, though an Innocent, thrown over-board to m*ke vit ,bc.m- 
way for Mo/lo, when he had born the Name of King little more than ayear. w • 
Mol/o held it ftoutly and laborihufly eleven years;; but was then Terraim the 
fame manner, as he or others for him had ufed his PredecefTour, by the Devices 
Then AM, of AIrede who got his Place. Alrede h ingratiated himfelf withthe People, and 
Reign*. fo plied his work that he held it for nine, b’ut in his tenth was compelled by tnein 
, , that now raid they were not his Subjafts to give way to EMlertt teSon of 
Next&/;?/. Mollo. But he was but a Ring of thefecond Head neither; in the fifth year they 
Loyally failed again, and out they drove him. 


14. Then 
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Th c„ cdmld. 14. Then was CeUvold proclaimed King, who was Brother to Alerede, and Sed. 6. 
he made a fliift for eleven years to make good his Hold. But the People were 
now fo ufed to making and unmaking Kings, that after thefe years he tailed of 
their perfidious humour being with Innpcency feot to Heaven as his fa¬ 
mous Sepulchre at Haguljlade, and -the Miracles which they faid they faw fuf- 
ficiently teftified to that then repenting Age. .To his merit fure it muft be 
TO whom . a f cl ‘ibed, 'that his'Nephew Ofiede the Son of Alerede fucceeded him, but being 
$S e got in, he could not keen PofTeffionfor fcarcely >ad : he enW his Royalty 
who was out- one y ear but Ethelbert (pt Athelrede , or Ethehpald)the Son ofMollojirove 
fW. Ethel- him •' oUt aa d. recovered his Seat after, twelye years of exile, which he held forr 
four more, which once; paft, he could not efcape the common calamity of 
his Predeceflours, but was miferably flaim, Some faid he was juftly pumfhed 
for the -unjuft putting of Ofiede to Death, with whofe Reflation he'ought 
in confeience to have been contented.:,.but many Biffiops,and Noblemen who 
had more fenfe than their Neighbours, ..were, fo weary of thefe perpetual Dis¬ 
turbances and Murther?, .that they left thereupon their . .Natiye Countrey. Nay, 

Charles the Great was fo incenfed, that as. 4 km wrote, -, having delivered Letters 
and Prefents to Meflengers, to be delivered to. t\us£tkelrede when he heard 
how he was murthered, he exclaimed . againf): this perfidious, pervo-fe Nation,- 
the Murtherers of their Lords, affirming they were wprfe. tjian Pagans; and 
if Alcuin had not interceded, whatever good he could jhave hindfed,rOr mif- ^ 
chief he was in a- capacity to dpe,. would have been performed, againft them. 

So great a terrour did this curfed cuftome .ftrike in all the Nobility^ that he being 
dead, no Candidates appeared for the Kingdom;- forconfideringthe;frefh- ex- 
An \niemg- ample of others, they chofe rather to fleep in a whole skin, and live in ob- 
mn for fourity, than venture upon fo dangerous, nay pernicious Royalty; moft of the 
thirty odd Northumbrian Kings having come to an untimely end. Therefore was the 
F "' Countrey without a King, for the fpace of thirty and tlpree years, and be- 
• came a derifion and a.Prey to all the neighbours. The Danes ,had before this 
begun to make Inrodes and Depredations in thofe parts, and fuch as had once 
been in them, ihewingthe great booty they carried back to their Countrey- 
men, and telling them of the bafenef? and fluggiihnels of the inhabitants, fo„ 
ftirred them up with the greatnefs, yek eafinels of the enterprize , that the ; 

Barbarians flocked thick and three fold, and feized on thofe Qiiarters untill' 
the time lately mentioned. For they had a King (rather a. Regulus') of their 
own feveral years, who yet truckled under the King of the Weft Saxons : and 
At length e s . the forementioned thirty three years being over, King Egbert obtained this 
few«made together with the other Countries. . • • . . 

& xj. Thus have we prefented the Reader with what the Hiftories of thefe Times 

afford concerning this Kingdom of Northumberland • more we could not, ex¬ 
cept inftead of a true Account of things, we ffiould take the trade of Writing 
Romances. Concerning the limits of this Kingdom in general, and the Deiri 
and Bernicii betwixt themfelves to that ffiort Account we have already given. 

The limits of we foall farther add that as to its Northern Border it was terminated by that 
Southern Part of Scotland, which on the Eaft and Weft is limited by the Ger- 
Bcrnicii. man, and Irifh Seas, on the South by that Bay called t^ftuarium Solviacum, or Sol¬ 
way Frith, and the River Tiveede. Northerly by the Frith of Dunbrittan, and 
that of Eden burgh ; for that this Kingdom extended it felf to both thefe Friths , 
whereof the one limited the Kingdom of the Scots, and 'the other that of the 
Pills, is moft evident both from the Writings of Beda, and other moft certain . 

Teftimonies. But to the Diftindtion of the Provinces of Deira , and Berni- 
cia, amongfl: themfelves Authours do very much differ. Ralph of Chefter from Emendand. 
Alphred of Beverly affirms, that the Kingdom of the Deiri reached from the % imor f 
River Humber to that of Tyne • and the Kingdom of the Bernicii from the Ri- 
ver of Tyne, as far as the Scotijh Sea, with whom agrees' the Monk of Malmef- 
bury , onely adding to the Scotch Sea this note, Where now fiands the Town of 
St. John of St. Johnfton. But Richard the Prior of Haguljlade, in the beginning 
of his Book concerning the State of his Church, hath thefe words. Deira 
beginning at Humber, ended at the River Tees: and of this opinion was Hum¬ 
phrey Lhuyd that excellent Antiquary. Cambden fometimes affignsthe River Tees, 
fometime the River Tyne , as the common limit of thefe Provinces; and John 
of Tinmufi in the Life of St. 'Ofwald feems to 'reconcile the Controverfie in 
this manner. The Kingdom of the Deiri anciently extended it felf from ithe 
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Q rs s River Huttlter, to the River Tyne.- that of the Bernicii from the River Tyne 

Sect. o. r at y r Tees ^ as f ar as t y Scotch Sea, which in the Scotch Language is called 
Forth. For all the ground which lay between the Rivers , Tyde and Tees in thofe 
Days was onely a wajle or Defart , and therefore was under the Jurifdittion of nei¬ 
ther, being onely a Receptacle, and Habitation of Wild Beafis. The fame thing is 
obfeWed in the Scotch Chronicle of John Fordon. ' 

z6. Indeed we we reade in the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Beda, That Eata iii. 4 .c c . i: , 
who gorier tied the Province bf the Bernicii had his Epifcopal See in the Church o/Hagu- 2 7 - 
ftald fcr Lifldisfarfte. Therefore that riot onely the Church of Durham (to which 
after the death bf 5 ^ the See of Lindisfarne was tranflated) but that of Hagu- 
ftaldoniWis fide the RiVbr Tyne may'riot -fee removed out of the Province of the 
Betnicfy wherein Beda j krid not he aldrie placeth it • we are forced toaffign the 
Kwef Tries father thiriffftie, as the cbmmon limit of thefe two petty Kingdoms. 

By this trieans the Bilhofrick Of Durham, and that we now call the County of 
NOrthuihberland, muft be afligned to-the EafternPart of Bernicia • and to the 
Wefeern, fill that Kingdom of Cumberland, which after the Everfionof this of 
the Northumbrian jlriglOs, was fettled betwixt die River Derwent, add the Frith 
of DUnbritUn; by- the Cambrobritains or Wilfhmen. For Cumbria , or Cumberland 
took the Wattle of the Inhabitants Who were true and Natural Britains, and cal¬ 
led theffifelVes irt their OWri Language Kumbri and Kambri : and Hiftories teftifie 
that herithey remained a long time in defpight of th e Englifh Saxons , however 
they flatted an<f ftOrrifed thereat.' Miriam# himfelf teftifieth as much, who 
terms this Couritfey Cmbrdrum ter ram, or the Land of the Cumbri , or Britains, 
aftd to it b'tair mention the Britijh NimtS, which in this Trad very many pla¬ 
ces ftillteir, as Gaetluet, Caerdronot, Penrith, Penrodocke, and the like. Late it 
Was as WO Laid, e’er it was fubjedt to the Englifh Saxons, and when their llate be¬ 
came fore foaken bv Danijh Wars, and was run to ruine j it had peculiar Go- 
vefnOUfs called Kin^s of Cumberland, till the Year of our Lord DCCCCXLVI, 
at what time King Edmund by help of Lealin Prince of Wales (who herein was 
unnatural ) wafted all .Cumberland, and having put out the Eyes of both the 
Soils Of Danmail 'King 'thereof, granted it to Maleolin King of Scots, whereupon 
the Eldeft Sorts of the Kings of Scotland were under the Englifh Saxons, and Danes, 
both called Prefects, or (Deputy Goverriours of Cumberland. But this is by way 
of Anticipation. To put a period to our Difcourfe of the Kingdom of Northum¬ 
berland, King Egbert reduced it under his obedience in the DCCCXXVIII. Year 
of our Lord, and the eight and twentieth of his own Reign, in the leventh ot 
Michael fraulus Emperour of the Eaft; the fourteenth of Ludvvicus Pm the 
Weftern Emperour, the year preceding the like fate of the Kingdom ot the halt 
Saxons. 
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SECT. 


The Kingdom of the Eaft Angles in Britain. From the 
fir ft Founding of it by Uffa to the Conquering of it by 
Edward King of the Englifh Saxons. 


the /pace of Four Hundred Forty One years. 


Who turning 
Monk left his 
Kingdom to 
Egrick 


Who were 
both (lain in a 
Battel with 
Pcudit King of 
the Mercians. 
After lnm An¬ 
na, who had 
the fame fate. 


1. TV] Ext a ft er the Kingdom of the Northumbrians , followed that of the Eaft Soft. 7, 

J. \l Angles , which was begun by Ziff a, in the tenth year of the Emperour 
Juftrn the younger, the fifteenth of Ethelbert King of Kent, the feventeenth of 
Alla King of the Northumbrians, about the beginning of the Reign of Chilperick 
King of the Franks, A. D. DLXXV. 

z. Of Ziffa there is little or nothing more extent than that he begun this King¬ 
dom, (how and in what manner is utterly unknown) and that from him the fuccee- 
ding Kings were called Ziffingce. After him his Son tityllus or Tytulus, of whom 
there is onely remarkable, that he was Father to Redvoald, the moft potent King 
of the Eaft Angles, the fame who received Edwin, and upon his account flew 
Ethelfrid King of the Northumbrians. The Monk of Malmesbury, as contrary to 
the fenfe of others, he makes this Kingdom to have begun before that of the 
Weft Saxons, though after the other of Kent, mentions this Redwald, as the firft 
King being the tenth from. Woden. Of thefe feven Princes faid by Beda, to have 
had Dominion over all the Southern Parts lying on this fide the River of Humber $ 
him he mentions as the fourth. In another place he tells us, that he was Noble Lib. 2. c. 15, 
as to his Birth, but Ignoble as to his A&ions. For being perfwaded by Edwin to 
receive the Chriftian Faith, he was baptized* but returning home was perfwaded 
by his Wife and others about him to fall off again, fo that he living betwixttwo, 
like the old Samaritans, feeming to ferve bothChrift and Idols, having in the fame 
Chapel an Altar for Chrift,and an Altar for Divels,which Chapel Adulj King of that 
Province, who lived in the time of Beda, teftified that he himfelf had feen when 
a Boy. But Eorpwald his Son, being perfwaded alfo by Edwin, was not onely 
almoft but altogether a Chriftian,and was fiain by a certain Pagan called Richbercht. 

Three years after the Province lay in confufion and errour, till Sigbercbt or Si- Virfcr omnU 
gebert obtained the Kingdom, a Man, faith Beda, moft Chriftian and moft Learned chrifiimif- 
tliroughout, who while his Brother yet reigned living in exile in Gall, was there ^ff^Doaif- 
baptized, and when he came to reign made all his Province partaker with him ma ' 
of his Faith. As a means to propagate and confirm Religion, afwell as to culti- idem. lib. 3. 
vate otherwifethe minds of his People, he eretfted Schools by the aflifterice of ca F li - 
Fmlix the Bilhops, and furnillied them with Matters and Teachers, according 
to the Cuftome of thofe of Kent. At length he relinquiflied his Kingdom to 
Egrick his Kinfman, who before that held fome part of it, and took upon him the 
Monaftical Habit. 

3. When he had for a good fpace continued in that condition, it happened that 
tile Eaft Angles had war with Peuda, thatcommon Enemy of Chriftians, then 
King of the Mercians. Finding themfelves too weak for the.r Enemies, to in- 
courage the Souldiers, they deiired Sigebert to be prefent at Fight, and when he 
flatly refufed, they drew him by force out of the Monaftcry, and placed him in 
the Battel, prefuming that the Souldiers under the Eye of him, who had lately 
been a moft valiant and Martial Captain, would not dare to, think of Flight. But 
he being mindfull of his profeflion, and in the midft of great Arms would onely 
bear a Rod in his Hand, and in that pofture was flain, together with Egrick the 
King * and their whole Army was either flain or difperled by the purfuing Pagans. 

In the Kingdom fucceeded Anna the Son of Enus ( Brother to Radivald, as lome 
write, but Beda onely fays he was of the Royal Race) a Perfon good himfeltj 

and 
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w^V*w afterward, but we <do i h fu S rious jW*. By theOff-fpring he means 

ssrtCf I v s :, s l !a "£“sitssi as 

to^vas the Wife of £««fcrt &*<£ dmMa ,.bring accounted a Saintr 

^ZKtgfoSdlodoe 

5“* EliS^dby ifad sSSSta dTvoSved *= 5-i» theSms 

a- SSig^Sgst^SiS 

thattime for the fpace of fifty to, andhl- 

For during nine years, the province y^wrttoiitaityMng P ^ 

Then ’twas raffed by the Pagans. &Orum hadforliis 

governed by King, reigned twelve years in he time o King J d or tyrannized four- 

S£~ Succeflour •"S'^jSf’SSfSdrtteS offered th/m. Yetcould 
After him teen years was flam by the . Da ; a. officers either oppreffmg them 

***• dieyriot for all this recover theirLiberty,thetheSon of 
Lift Of all thcmfelves, or ufing them a B™J . ^ £ n u% from their Tyranny, joy- 
5SJ5? S&fZl Emphre, “*c «ftierh ^ afe the to* 
SSiy rf S°Mte Ring and f “E^£5£rf5?Ed "iorTvth 

as-s£»^ 3 £Msse?s 

Mens Names. This they omitted that little elfe could they think on, nothing 
mightily taken up '«* Mortal t ^Stoy of the Merits and Weft Sox- 
* SSgs rn”y “more lately explained which have relatton to this 
Kingdom. 


SECT. VIII. 


Chap.IL f be Mercian Kingdom of .the Angles in Britain &c. 15 $ 


Thf ^ngdom:0^^i^^g^in Brijfedn, from 

the firfl completing of h ^reudk, to the Cenqueft of 
^ Egbert; pf ^.fVef Sfctons. , ; 

tfff Sfaci of Tivoyf^Md^yWorif^^nf, 3W& ; 


kui*i fing. *• ^TpHE Kingdojoitpr the 'MermU wis compfctpdfcy^tf^pa moft valiant c~n. « 
1 and hardy Souldier, hut.^Matfhesbury termshim, a Fanatiek and im- 
pious Perfon, after he had till the fiftieth ye^tr of hisrAg^i'Conflueredfpveral places, .. 
and continually warrediagairifthis Ne^hbours, in the CXXXIX. year after the 
death of Hengtft, in the fixteerith yea^ iof /^r^M the Emperour, the tenth 
of Eadbald King of andthe. tentftiof EdlvHKingof the Northumbrians, when 
Sigeberttfte Little was Ring of the-Eaft Saxom,md Eoppmld of the Eaftern Angles, 

EG* pedigree. A t). DGXXVL ; The Saxon Annals derive.thus hk.Fedigreef He was the Son of 
Wibba, who had thefe Anceftours, Crida, Cunemld ,, Cnebbajceie , Earnere, Angel- 
geat, Offa, Weremmdf Wightleag, Woidefr . 

%. This Kingdom as we faid was completed by Feuda; but otherslaid the Foun¬ 
dations of it, though he, for the caufe ^Hedged, be generally acco unted the firfl 
King of this Province. For both Matthew of Weflmhtjlo^ and others write, that Ad An. 58?. 
the firft beginning of it was effected by Creodda z Saxon, whom in. the Genea¬ 
logy he calls Crida. The Archdeacon of Huntingdon names him Crida , who ha¬ 
ying, as far as can be known by any writings, firfl, faith he, obtained the King¬ 
dom of Merce, died and left for his Succeflour his Sori Wipha. This. Wipha or 
Wippa, was followed by one Cherle or Keorle, who was not his Son but his Kinf- 
man, but he either dyings or which is yet: unlikely,- relinquilhing die Kingdom to 
him, Pm&fucceeded when he had now confumed the beft of his Years, as ha¬ 
ving completed,, the Number of Fifty. This Kingdom being by him inlarged 
and ftrengthened, obtained the Name of Mypcnapic and Meapelonb, but for what 
reafons is not agreed, a pair of the greateft Antiquaries differing about it. Hum¬ 
phrey * Lhuyd is of opinion it was named from the. River Merfe, which indeed *Se Xt umA,i- 
running betwixt Chcjhire and Lancajhire, was the North-Weftern Bound of the Z lo ' Saxo -. 
Mercians. But Cambden f deriveth it fromMeapc an old Englifh word which fie- 
nified a Limit, for though it: was by far the largeft Kingdom of all, yet all j-{}g num quod a 
other bordered and confined upon it. Neither of thefe opinions are improbable ^T in& Merj/i 
whether the River took Name from it, or it from the Riven,- yet are not they fo JSC«»- 
probable } ; but that of Wolfgdngztus Eaus teas' ridiculous, who in that Work of his fi ituten ,fi»l. 
concerning the Migrations of Nasons} affirms thefe Mercians to have, been Mar- fitcom^ « 
comanni, and their Kings Feuda,. Of a, and all the reft to have reigned in thelower 
Germany ; whereas nothing is more certain by confent of all Hiftories thari that 
never was there any fuch Kingdom.there, and that thefe Kings and People inha¬ 
bited that part, of Britain', which we formerly aifigned them. But the good Man 
going about to declare the Genealogies ofithe Kings. of England, of the Norman 
Racedoth it fo pitifully, fo confufedly, fo felfly,. that it.appears, he neither ever 
m any gooff Authours either read the order of them, their AdionS or their ve- • 
ry Names, but received: his home Intelligence fromfome filly fellow, as a certain 
eminent Mathematician in the Geographical Chart ofthislflandalfodid to their no 
lmall difparagement. And befides them Jerottymus Rigcellus in his Ptolemy printed 
at an hundred years agoe, labouring to reconcile the ancient Names of 
pkces to the new eonfoundsfeveral, that are an Hundred Miles diftant from each 
other. Of thefe Strangers therefore the Reader is to take notice, and beware. As 
for this Kingdom of pass Mercians he may obferve, that it being fetled, all the 
fcven Kingdoms of the EngliJI? Saxons were now begun, 

3. Vend# 
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, p„J a as we fa!d, had fpent the bed of his time before he came to be King, 
1 ut ihe Ereit things he performed afterward (hewed that the greateft of his la¬ 
bours and Travels he had notpaflid. No fooner had he got the Power into hs 
Hands but he improved itjdrt tffe o»*d>taghbours,^thmkuig it no 

fault at all to difturb the World, to mine Families, overturn Kingdoms, and 
d-rtrov a Multitude of innocent Souls, and all to gratify the humour of one f,n- 
nie Man, to tickle his fancy with the pitifull thought of domineering; the true 

* (her Murthefs fitoK&SM MdiliW^KdiSmgdfeffiaiem 

i _:-u j. a .5iU«.-; c «nW&hi'»ft>. Ahrimrrhe.fourth nr 


noTto be parted, but by tfie'diriiiefs of the Night; W with the new Mor-~-,fc 
nines lietuf were about to renew their malitious fury, but that more confidera- Cori(3Caer 
bedSts interpofed,. and they came to an Agreement. Thenext Adventure c,,- jp 
he made s -was With better^-too-good ) Sucoels^ agaibft Eftmn the King gf the -a 

King of the mote regarded hiS'OWtgtindage than* Strangers thtmfelVes, neither yet-was ydiecimfer 

making-ufc^o ; uat-^^^- nti^_d whieh‘Were prevateBefefflm, p»SJ«fe 

£ for sue- Sacred. -This appeared# his perfidious -killing £^w^-tife Son of . 5 ^ 

ta 4 fl "r^“he Son of 

h TZi A S>o have been'-kUIed by-Rickbercht, is faid to the- Archdeacon- of euMit . 
bowing Kings. to have tenilain by him.. -How he W &^ the^g^the g-g* 

Northumbrians, in the Battel of Maferfeld; we have Ihewed alreactyv 

find breathing nothing but {laughter, even where he w^nted Prevoeauon, 

f to themeafure of: its Punifhment influfted by him. Cenwalch tbeKing ot 
IheVeft Saxons, having his Sifter to wife put her away, dfWhich opportunity glad, 
fipr two of three Attempts he drove him out of - his > Kingdom, not being able 
aflel ra IS,' « his FaShad done, and in exile he > fore* him to continue for 
dJefyears. But this Profecution extended not to bloud;* dfter which he thklled 
-ifmuch as after drink in the greateft extremity of Summer, having one ^ould 
think as Malmesbury exprefles it, a-fenfe of fome imminent {laughter, and-the 
ouality ofa Raven"which follows Armies, as having fome prefent ienfe and_fmell 
\ tliJdeid Carkafles which {hortly:are to fall. Therefore let he upon Egbert 
K „g of TheSft made a flout meal of Royaf. bloud, at thjs tout 

If HI mp both this King and- Stgebert formerly- King, though mow ^ a Monk,.who 
would not by taking a Swofd into his Hands defend himfelf, 

^sa^eatias&g^Sergti 

by ofwi King Ppicrtied thirty years;. 'A ftout Souldierdre xvas, and well . .t pp, 0 f e 

rtNmbmZ u y h f ch wasgivert him: yef is he not reckoned.^- Beda amongtt thole 

*** efllft over all, the .Kingdoms on **«.*-• 

1 SSiy|i^3@«5jjj^ l sa^sSBStt 

ring the Britfrn to eti,fty;what they had;^ left, y g “Sht"'.tempts 
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tempts "he had made to recover Britain, foftrong is lntereft, or Humour andMa- Sed. 8, 
lice, ftronger than the ftrongeft Bonds of Confanguinity. ^ 

Peada fu:- ^ peuda being Dead, his Son Peada fucceeded to the Title, in the Sixteenth 

«eds. ' 0 f £ rcm i er t King of Kent, and the Fourteenth of Ofwi, King of the Nor¬ 

thumbrians, A. D. DCLVI. Betwixt his Family, and that of Ofwi there was a dou¬ 
ble Match. He Married his Daughter the Sifter of Alfrid, and Alfrid the Son 
of Ofwi Married the Sifter of Peada, and Daughter of Peada, which yet could not 
bridle the extravagant humour of this Furious Pagan, who refufed all offers made 
him, having refolved utterly to exterminate the Nation of the Northumbrians. 

YetVhat if we fay there was fome Generofity in the Pagan, and that what he 
did was to reftore Efhilwald the Son of Ofwald to his Father’s Kingdom ? For this chroniam 
Eihilwald, as Beda calls him, or Dilwald as- others, the Son of Ofwald, who as \f* T ™ ton 
they fay ought to havealfifted his Uncle, was on the other fide, and having led Mmionim. 
an Army of Pagans againft his Countrey when the Battels joined, drew off, and 
expedted the iffue in a fafe place. But how little foever Peuda was moved by the ^’‘Z^ mru 
Alliance we now mentioned, Ofwi {hewed how great a fenfe he had of it, when clL”fban. 
having now Conquered the Kingdom of the Mercians, and held it for three years, Brmm. 
after his Death, as fome fay, he beftowed on Peada his Son-in-Law the Southern 
Mercians, which as we have formerly faid were feparated from the Northern by 
Who is made the River of Trent. However kind he was, his Daughter was as unnatural, for 
away by his p ea j a w hen he had fcarcely Reigned two years, was by his Wife’s means they 
rterv. TrKl " fay made away, after which for three years more the Mercians were fubjedt to 
ofiet Governs. Ofwi, and by him brought over to the Chriftian Faith. Thefe years being expi- 
Then mi- red, the Nobility Rebelled againft him, and fet up for King Walt here the Son of 
there. Peuda. He is faid to have Inherited his Father’s Valour, and being endowed with 
excellent Qualities both of Body and Mind, to have by all means laboured to 
difeharge himfelf well of the expedition the People had of him. At the begin- 
who Routs ning of his Reign he was hard fet by Cenwald King of the Weft Saxons, whom 
Z ST f at length yet he overpowred, and after a great overthrow in a pitched Field in¬ 
s' vaded, wafted his Kingdom, and marching through it with a great Army, took 
Taking from from him the Ille of Wight, which he kept not long in his hands, giving it td 
^^ tVkot Ethelwald King of Sufex, -w horn having perfwaded to embrace Chriftianity, he 

* . took up from the Font,as the Phrafe of the Ancients was, or, as we fay, was God-^ Sacrofon- 
father to him. One tells us, that together with this Ifle of Wight, he gave hip “dZsZ&m 
in token of this Adoption a great Province of. the Pari belonging to the Wef- dip.m. r 
tern Saxons as one now hath it, whereas in * Beda , from whom he took it, is r “ cu w*fy- 
read, The Province of the Meanvari, or as fome Copies have it, the Mevari^ZlLmdeZe 
But Meanvari feems to be the better Reading, thefe being a People that Inha ,-.JibiVeiim& 
bited a Part of Hampfhire, not far from Portftnouth, but farther within the Land. ZeZZdZZum 
Their Habitation as yet having fcarcely changed the Name at this day, is divi- fr0 vinciam 
ded into three Hundreds, called Meanf-borow , Eajl-mean, and Weft-mean: and a- eccidemaliunt 
mongft them there mounts up an high Hill, invironed on the top with a large aZZiZjoh. 
Rampire, and they call it Old Wtnchefter ; at which by Report there flood in Bromtm. 

Old Time a City, but now nothing remaineth of it: foasa Man would eafily * Lib - 4.« 3 s 
judge it to have been a Summer-ftanding Camp, -and nothing elfe. 

Marries; 6 . Wolfere Married Ermenilda the Daughter of Ercombert King of Kentfcy his 
Wife Sexburga the then Heir apparent of her Father's Kingdom ; and by her 
pious Care and Infinuations two good things were brought to pafs, viz. the Jutes 
of Kent, and the Angles of Mercia became in Friendlhip as it were one People 
after her Father’s Death, though we know another fucceeded in the Kingdom, and 
thePaganilhSuperftitionwas abolifhed throughout their Territories. By her he had 
a Son named Kinrede, and Werburg a Daughter, who became a Nun. He Reigned 
.nineteen years, and- had gone with a clear report from off the ftage, U't that he 
s*r^ fed ° f is noted to have been the firft King of the Englift Saxons that committed Symo- 
Diet° ny ’ and ny, having fold the Bilhoprick of London, (which at this time therefore was in 
Etbeirede fuc- his Power) though Seated in the Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons, to one Wina an 
cccd! ‘ ambitious Man. To Wolfere fucceeded Ethelrede, or Adelrede another of Peu- 
da's Sons, in the Second year of Lotharius King of Kent, and the fifth of Eg- 
frid King of Northumberland, A.D. DCLXXV. Malms bury Writes, that he was 
more famous for Religion than Fighting, contenting himfelf with one eminent 
Expedition into Kent, to make known his valour to the World. The reft of his 
time he fpent without Aiftion, only EgfridVong of the Northumbrians ambitioufly 
pafling the Bounds of his own Kingdom, by a Battel, and therein the Death of his 
Brother Elfvin, he admonilhed, and taught more moderation and fobriety. So 
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“^n. O the Monk with his onely’s makes notable exceptions to what at firft he laid down, 
as a general Remark upon this King. The Archdeacon of Huntingdon tells us with 
more circumftance, that Edelrede the New King of Mercia rofe up again KLotair 
Who makes „ 0 f j ( ent . t i iat Lot air dreading his Grandlather s and his Father s Valour, 

SoTf™ turned af.de, and would not make any oppofi™". ,*> *>“* \ d rf lro 3 fed the f «<y 
Ariddtro,, of Rocbefterl (as we moft take it) and ranging all along the Province of fef, 

* c of carried back with him an unfpeakable quantity of Booty. As to what happened 
K ° c,:efier - betwixt him and Egfrid he adds, that in the Third year of Centmn King of the 
Weft Saxons a Comet appeared for three Months together, Aiming every Morn- 
ins like another Sun. That in the year following Egfrid (or Egferd as he calls 
Fights Egfrid him} and Edelrede fought a mighty Battel near to Trent , apd there was flam 
King of the < Fcrferd’s Brother, a Young Man, much beloved in both the Provinces. 

&T Thiren^y rofeamongft them though Edelrede had Married their Sifter Oflritb; 

and being once rifen it was hard to get it down, this bloud adding to its vehe¬ 
mence, as Oil to the flame. For everyday offences and mifapprehenfions were mul¬ 
tiplied betwixt thefe two fierce Kingdoms,threatnir,g deftrudion to them both,but 
the endeavours of Theodore the Biihop at laft took up the quarrel by this accom¬ 
modation, that no bloud lhould be required for the bloud of the King s Brother, 
but onely a fum of Money paid him. This he might the better doe, became as 
Malmesbury tells the ftory, he was the Aggreffour. ........ 

Turns Monk, n Ethelrede after the twenty ninth year ot his Reign, turned Monk mBardney 
“ fr Abby, whereof at length he Died Abbat, and there was Buried. In his Kmg- 
dom lucceeded Ktnrtie, or Commit his; Kmtou, the Son of hK Brotha (W- 
fere, in the fifth year of the Emperour Uerm Affimm i, the eleventh of Wi- 
tbrede King of Kent, the ninteenth of AlfreJe King.of the Mrtimmiruns, 

A D. DCCII 1 . As hefucceeded him in his Kingdom, loin the Monaitical Liie, 
T h ,°i a S'r es for when he had Reigned but five years he went to Rome and_ there turned Monk, 
thdikeHniit.^. . wifh £ m0ffa the Son and succeffour, if he had though good of 

Sigelert King of the Eaft Saxons, who alfo was enamoured of and affumedthe 
Then Ceirede. Habit. After him Reigned Ceolrede or Celrede the Son of his Uncle Ethelredt ?, 
who as he was wonderiiill for his valour againft King Ina, fo was miferablein 
his ludden death, for having reigned no more than eight years, , he was buned at 
Who wns bu. Lichfield, leaving Ethelbald his Heir, his Nephew by his Brother Aim. Ethel- . 
ried at Luh fold is characteriz'd a valiant and/ a vehement Man, .yet did he govern, faith 
field. Malmesbury both a long time and in great peace and : quietnefs. But for all this chrome, fob. 
E BW - Peace weare told by others, that.King dl l* ie 

force to conquer his Kingdom, and to that purpofe foughta Battel with his Sou 
' Of maid, who having fuftained his fury a good fpace, whem he law he was utterly 
unable to bear up agauift fo numerous Forces, betook himfelt to a fair Retreat, and 
thereby preferved his Father’s Territories. After this Ethelbald the molt valiant 
Who Befieges King of Mercia with-aterrible Army laid fiege to the Town: of Somerton, the m- 
Sonienon, and habitants whereof receiving ho fuccour he. quickly became Mafterof it, and from 
takes it. forward became fp eminent for his Arms amongft his Contemporaries, 

that he caufed to fubmit to him all the Provinces Southward, of Hwberfwim their 
Kings. This Somertm ftandfog upon the. Riv.er Parrot had indeed formerly a Cal- 
tle of- the Weft Saxon Kings, through the Walls of .'which Ethelbald. isfaid to have 
forced ^ Breach. Brit now Time hath, fo, gotten the. MaRery of it, • that there is 
no appearance at all ,of it, apd tho. very Town it fdf would; hav^mueh adoe to 
keep the Name, \yere it not for a-Fair of Oxen arid.other Catt.eli - there; kppt from 
Mm Sunday till thqmidft of with good Reforeof People, AftOwpW. 
men thereabout being yery great- Giafiers, yet being, taw* “!. 
and of all otliers mpS frequented, .it gave Name .to, Ae Shhe.wluthta#™' ► 
very.'where c Ms sLfrwenfis, .Some indeed have thougta 
becaufe the Air is Mild and Summer-like there; and in ■ that -fenfe the Wdjh Bn-, 
taint at this Pay call it GlaJfriaf, Btit 'Wa Name they bo OT w. h8m^e &- 
alith Tongue : r and however in Sijiftmei* time it may be. a Summerrlike Countrey, 
m \y inter it may as truly be called Wfat&feti: S° wet,-fo miry and.moonfli it is, 
as Travellers to their-very great troubleiand inconvenience do find. . • 

8 . But Ethelbald growing proud upon'his fuccefs, arid preferring Viplence be- 
T „ .I fore Juftice, between inch time as CeolwulfKmg of the No/thmi>rtans.bm.son^n 
SH£? his Crown for a Cowl, and the fuccefiion oi Egbert took ^ °Pportumty and m 
an hoftile manner invaded that Kingdom, whence having got 
turned, finding none to refill him. This proud Ethelbald. again, favour Writer, 
when Adelard the King of the Weft Saxons was dead, often difturhed; his Succe^ 
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Quareis with four and Kinfman Cudrede , fometimes with open hoftility, and otherwhiles by Seel. 8. 
Ci/dredt King ^i rring up his Subjeds to Seditious Attempts. Various was their fuccefs in the 
sivlw Field, fometimes the one and now the other havingthe advantage, and nowwould 
they conclude a Peace, and then again violate it by hoftile Ads. At length in 
the fourth year of Cudrede, theyfeemedfo heartily accorded, that with joint force 
they fet upon the Britains , and defeated them, though their multitudes were in¬ 
numerable. Yet agaiii they fell at variance, and Cudrede not able to bear the 
Exadions arid Infolence of Ethelbald, in his thirteenth year took courage, and 
met him at Bedford , trading much to the skill and courage of Edelhim a flout 
Captain he brought along with him. Ethelbald the King of Kings, befides his 
Mercians and other Forces, brought along with him the Eaflern Saxons , the 
Angles, arid the Kentijh Men. The Battels being fortned and ready to join, Edel¬ 
him leading on the Weft Saxons, and bearing the Standard of Cudrede which was 
a Golden Dragon, called upon the Standard Bearer of Ethelbald, challenging him 
ButiJ worded it feems to a Combat. Hereupon the Weft Saxons fhouted and were much encoura- 
inthe firft ge d, and the Armies joined. A moft bloudy Cornell began and along time con- 
Baud. tinued, the fuccefs being doubtfull. But God who refifteth the Proud, as our 
Authour obferves, was pleafed §o abate the haughtinefs of Ethelbald, infomuch 
that he hiiiifelf firft of all ran away, and from this time to his Death fuflered he 
nothing he undertook to profper. Yet in the fecond year after this Battel ha¬ 
ving recruited himfelf, he would agaihtry his fortune, and fought another moft 
bloudy Battel with the Weft at a place called Secandune, where being 
In the next forely diftrefled, and difdaining as formerly to flye, he Was flain, and Buried at 
flain ‘ Repandune. And fo faith Bromton, this moft valiant King when he had Reigned 
one and fourty years (not in fuch profound Peace furely as the Monk of Malmf- 
lury writes) was punilhed for his exceflive Pride, and from this time the King- 
Secmdmx dom of the Weft Saxons became ftronger. This Secandune though it flouriihed 

where . in the Times of the Saxons is now almoft quite gone, and at this time is called 

ftftmdtme. Seckinton in Warmickjhire. Repandune from a great and fair Town is alfo become 

a poor and fmall Vftlage, at this day called Repton upori"he River Trent, where 
it takes in the Rivolet Dove. This it is, though in former Ages it was famous 
both for the Burial of Ethelbald, of other the Mercian Kings, and the Calami¬ 
ty of Burthred the laft of them, who herb was deprived of his Kingdom, as we 
fliall fee in its due place. 

9. But whereas by the Chronicle of Bromton it would appear that Ethelbald 
was flain by his Enemies, it is generally affirmed by other Writers, that being a 
good King he loft his Life by the Treachery of his own bad People, for he was 
in the Army ftabed by Beared or Beornrede, who immediately ufurped, taking 
Bwrerfu. the title of King upon him. But not long he enjoyed the title. For as he began, 

fui 'P s - fo he continued his Reign like a Tyrant, which fo incenfed the People, that Noble, 

and Ignoble together, they united themfelves, and under conduct of Of a a moft 
valiant young man prefently unking’d him, fome fay by driving him away, 
others by taking away his Life, and bringing him to fuch an end as the murther 
Upon whofe of Ethelbald had deferved. Offa for his pains was made King, in the eighteenth 
m d* K^ a is Year °f Conftantinus Copronymus , the tenth of Edillert King of Kent, the firft and 
a e ms ’ laft of Ofulf King of the Northumbrians, A - D. DCCLVI 1 I. He was the fifth in Vide fi placet. 
defeent from Peuda, as Malmesbury writes, yet others in his Pedegree, which they ™ Annal j A 
derive from Woden, make no mention at all of Peuda. He was a Prince of extra- jfccLV. ” 
ordinary conflud, courage and fuccefs, which for a long time he managed and inUumingdo- 
enjoyed-together. The firft Action of him we meet With was his fubduingby ” e "{ l E } cbro ' 
Arms a certain People called Hejlings, concerning whom we know nothing, and Bromton. 

Who engages therefore can fay nothing farther. Much about the fame time he fought with 
with Alricf Alrick Kinjfof Kent, at a place called Ottanford, now Oiford, in Kent upon the 
mg of Rent. Ri ver Larent, more famous afterward for an overthrow of the Danes, and longer 
after that for an Houfe of the Kings. What fuccefs he had at this place the An¬ 
nals do not tell us, but it feems it was fuch as encouraged him the year following p e p Cyne- 
to engage againft Kimvulf King of the Weft Saxons at a place called Binfinton, pulp Op- 
And takes wliich Town he took. It is that which is now called Benfon, Handing upon the Fa 5 :F lJ h- 

Binfwgton Thames in Oxfordjhire, by Marian, laid to be a Royal Village, who reports that ^ on X 11 '^ 

King of the Ceaulin took it from the Britains in the year DLXXII. and that the Weft Saxons ^^|'‘ n a run 
Weft Saxons, held poflelfifin of it for two hundred years, till Offa thinking it would be both for narn= 5 one 
his coiririiodity and honour that they lhould have nothing on this fide the River, tun _ 
wone it and fubjedled it to his own Kihgdom. At this day it goes for a Village 
onely, and not long fince had an Houfe of the Kings hard by, called of certain 

Y z Elmes, 
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o Elmes, Ewelme, commonly New Elme, fometime a fair place, butfuffered to go 
toTiiine, being not very wholfome byreafon ofa foggy Air anfing from a Hand- 

mg Water adjoining^ ^ ^ A<alons c f 0 ffa, we may .tike that observation of the 
Monk of Malmesbury, who when hecompared them with thofe wehave related,and 
S others remained doubtfull, whether he foould approve of or difprove his courfe 
in general ’ In one and the fame man, fo many vices were palliated with vertues, 
and lo many vertues fucceeded vices, that you would think you had to deal with 
a very Proteus. Ingaging with Kinwulf, King of the Weft Saxons, in open War, 
he easily obtained the Vidtory, though that Prmce was no contemptible Wamour. 

This fame man, faith he, imagining that treachery would doe hm moft fervice, 
having by great allurements of fair promifes, drawn to his Court 

¥ a a onri when he never could imagine foch Villany, caufedhim to Le 
Kffe'Stte^byAeltad,andunjuffly fetedon his Kingdom of the 
zes on the . • h b ^j] t a Caftle for bridling theJnhabitants, the Rumeswhereof may Le 

Kingdom Of wherein he ouut b him called Often in Suffolk. After this 

SS “ ft « 

theS^occurS, he courtecl much his Neighbour Princes To Brntmt 
His Alliances, Kinp of the Weft Saxons, he married 

alfo S King of the Franks, with frequent Embaflies he made fos [ uen ^ J h ° ugh ^ 5 ‘ 

Mtlv coSd he bring him to what he defired; for formerly there had been mif- 
j hPtwixtthem and fo high it had flown, that commerce was for- 

times travelling to Rom were very 
much molefted not onely by the Saracens, who poflefled the ftramr of the Alpes, 
i * r the Snbieds alfo of Charles inhabiting both Gall and Italy. Hereof he com- 
but the Objects an procured a Peace and friendly correfpondence, 

which^the fumm ofC^<#/w his Letter, wherein he ftiles 

VnATombards and Patritian of the Romans, direded to the Reverend man, andhis ^ 
mft dear Brother Ofa King of the Mercians doth fufficiendy t^e ; mwhat gg™ 
'i, ,, it -icf Pn it’s uncertain, but probably about the time of Offa s death. 1 

^ i r « Herein after thanks given to Almighty God,for the bncenty of the Catho- 
“ lick Faith which he found in his Papers, he gives leave to fuch as go on Pi 
“ ±sge VoSr, to palsfreely and peaceably throughhts «*“ 

» «fe any be found among them, who g°»°‘WSf ® Sams’alfothat 
“ that of gain, at convenient places, they muft W ‘l'“ Tolls. He^grants a o 
“ Merchants have lawfull Patronage, promhing them Rtdrcfs of «>“g™ with 

** acqua^nting^lim^wlwt 1 * gifts S heUacUeni: to the Churches 

him in fuch ftead, that notwitliftanding, he had many Enemies, fimt of- 

not to^trcmpt ^uch againft hint, yet he fpont lus w^effijur^o^aecdunted 

He is famous m " iing mouth of Dee unto Weymouth, for thefpaceof four-fcore and ten pa[lialllim 
for making a call from the moutn oi uec uulu rr tj > pMalilh Men Hereupon m turveiutbiifi- 

Ditch. Miles to feparate the Britains from lus Angles or EngUff Men. ««eupui 
Shi Sled ClauJh Offa, or OffabisDiuh, . anda t Townfome 

front thisjDiri whichlies.mder 

SSSSSB54s-is«?«» 

off by the King s Officers. ^ he may be accounted of the sum. 
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her Child. But by his Martyrdom (fuch it was efteemed) great acceffion Sedb 8 
of Wealth and Reputation came to the City of Hereford, for being regiftredin 
the Catalogue of Martyrs, there he had a Church built and dedicated to him by 
Mi If rid, a petty King of the Countrey, wherein when a Bifliops See was efta- 
bliihed, it grew very rich, firft through the devout liberality of the Mercians 
. and then of the Weft Saxon Kings, who at length came to be pofleffed of it. Of. 

MM. n f a being dead, after a Reign of thirty nine years, was buried at Bedford, in a 
Chapel without the Town, on a Bank of the River Oufe, in a Royal manner. 

But it’s a conftant Tradition,faith Matthew the Flowergatherer, of all the Countrey Ad Ann 797 

to this day, that the fa id Chapel, by long wearing, and die violence of tlie 
River, was overthrown, and by its rapacity, together with the King’s Sepulchre 
thrown down into the water. Whereupon, till this prefent time, the faid Sepul¬ 
chre, by fuch as wafli themfelvesin that place, feems to appear deep in the water 
and yet at another time, although it be moft diligently fought after, as if the 
Egfrid Reigns thing was fatal, cannot be found. Egfrid his Son, who had . been Partner with 

alone. him in the Kingdom, for the fpace of eight years, upon his death became foie 

Pofleffour of it, being commended by Churchmen for treading in his Father’s 

fteps. For he confirmed whatfoever he had given to pious ufes, and what out of 

covetoufnefs he had taken away, he freely caufed to be reftored. And more he 
had done, had he continued any longer time. For on the hundred and forty firft 
Diet, day after his Father’s deceafe, he departed this life, to the exceeding great grief of 
all his Subjects. Being fo well inclined, and dying in the flower of his Age. Ah- 
cuin a Man famous in thofe days, an Englijh Man, and the moderatour of the Stu¬ 
dies of Charles the Great, in an Epiftle to,Ofbert a Patritian or Nobleman, wrote Jvulmcsb. q„i 
that he did not believe he died for his own fins, but becaufe his Father hz& f’I™- 
Hied much bloud to eftablifli his Kingdom. 

Ktnuife fuc- . ^ Egfrid fucceeded Kenulfeor Ceolwulfe, as the Saxon Annalscall him, de- 
ceeds. Icended m the fifth degree from Kenwalch the Brother of Feuda, in the laft year of 
Conftantinus Porphyrogenitus the Emperour, who wasdepofed, and had his Eyes put 
out by command of his Mother Irene, the firft of Cuthrede King of Kent the 
fecond or third year after the death of Ethelrede, the laft (in reality} King of the 
Northumbrians, A. D. DCCXCVI. The Monk of Malmesbury defcribes him to 
His Character, us as a great Man, as one whofe Vertues were greater than his Fame, who never 
did any thing which malice could juftly tax, was at home Religious, in Warvido- 
nous, a man whofe Praife defervedly will mount on high fo long as there foal 1 
be found a fit Judge thereof in England, to be commended not onely for the fob- 
limity of his Throne, but the humility of his mind, which in his greateft profpe- 
m y V s ® min £, ntI y remarkable. Againft the Inhabitants of Kent ifom Offa he re- 
tiie King and ceived a focceffive Enmity, which caufed him in the firft year of his Reign to 
Countrey. invade that Countrey, wherein after much wafte made, he took Edbright firna- 
med Pren, and carried him bound along with him.' To this Relation of MaU 
mesbury Roger de Howden adds, that he commanded his eyes to be plucked out 
and in great Pride and Cruelty, his hands to be cut off': This done, he laid 
the Kingdom of Kent to his own Dominion, fetting upon his own Head a Crown 
and holding a Sceptre in his Hand. Yet Malmesbury affirms, that not long af- 
ter being touched with mercy to the Captive King, he fet him at liberty. For 
at Wwchelcombe (faith he} where he built a Church, which at this day ftandeth, 
on the day of the Dedication thereof, he manumitted or fet fr^e the Captive before 
the Altar,there exhibiting a memorable Spectacle of his Clemency. At the Solem* 

H« m •« nit J^ aS Cut . hr ff e P re fent, whom he had made King over the Inhabitants of Kent, 

See mfi ' a fl nd the ? and there applauded lus Royal Munificence. TheCfiurch wasfifted with 
Appiaule and rejoycing, and the Streets were thronged with People. Forafmuch 
as in a Meeting of thirteen Bifliops and ten Dukes, none that defired to tafte of 
his bounty was rejected, all went away with their Pouches full. For befides the 
Gifts he gave to the Nobles, which both for value and number were ineftimable 
lt \ Garments, and choice Horfes, to foch as had no Land he gave a Pound 

ot Silver, to Pnefts a Mark of Gold : to Monks one Solidus a piece, and many 
things to all the Infenour Multitude. And when he had indowed the Monaflerv 
with io great Revenues as at this time may feem incredible, in the twenty fourth 
3 carol his Reign'he honoured it with his own Funeral. His Son Reuelme a very 
WcS,S dd / n 1 i nnoCCT Sifter Quendrida, obtained both the 

Juried Name and Honour of Martyrdom, and there alfo refteth. So much Malmesbury 

Imk Jel ' fc 6 he Tn Tr S J Winch fl co ! nie > , a g»'cat Town and well inhabited in Glo. Cmbden. 
cejterjbire. Indeed a Man would fcarcely believe how. much this Abby was ft©. 

quented 
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SSIIffi-" 3 

TPrf&S^^st^^. 

*® a SSage^SSiaSS 

“ known at Home, butfo it came p Y th Ajjoftles, a white Dove let 
“ Altar you muft know of blefied Pettrjmce both the death of St. Ktnelme 
“ fall a certain Paper* which iffl j^ofhisBuriaL The Schedule being written 
“ *“§ ^Golden Let^d^Srto that were preferit at the Command of 

other things tn , . / t v rpaUP J . That is. In the Cow-pafture Kenelme Son i !K 

harm lith mJer thorn" krnedp rimed . inat is^ ^ rf ^ bldfed — , 

bly of Clerks and Nobles* was takertoutol the ^oie ana^m fins .B e r», M 

Thp Paricide ffaidhe} or rather Fratricide (his Sifter; being vexed at tnenng 
The Panel l / w bich rejoyced at the finding out of fo great a Martyr, hcti ^ rm i 
ingand noifeottheFeopl £nd by faying a Pfaliri backward indeavoured to 
put her head out ^ a Wuidov , b oth her eyes fell out of her 

Hdlmdt^tokfahdd in her hand. Sail to this day, he adds, *e Pfalter 

Ccotivulfc the fruit of her Ahibitwn as ^ Kingdom of the Mercians , which 

made King, the Broker of ^ d g or nothing memorable, or 

Then Bcr- one year, and thenwas ^enaway J, ^ f Ring c f t h e Weft Saxons, 
mdfe. 0 f his Reign j yet durft adven g P Re( j pj^dune, but was defea- Sax. Amt 

or the Weft of which it feme time rs tne nea no t fo much to decay till the Biihops of 

Saxons, The Danes forely diftrened it, yet ieU it not 10 m form ^ rly lay thro ugh it 
Salisbury turned another way th ^, c0 ^ \ £, mine, and now is but as 

into the Weftern Countries. Thrn.by de^eesleii £ “ ™ ^ & . fine 

it were a fmall Vlllage,. having nothing _ r ?the old Monaftery. 

Houfe of the Earls of Pembroke, railed out of the Rmnej^n ^ ^ m 

But moft overtopped it was by . So ^™ um >™* " s fo^s Na me 4 Ellandune, one CmUe n, 

iSSSSSSSSSSe^Z*^**^ 

what might be the Confluence, for fear of , /»f ter him was King one ):ep Lu;~- 

«*»*« felvesbofhKingandPeopletothe^^^ rftem-o«n» 
peigned Lude- Lu j eca „; who keeping m lus mmd the Inlolence ot tne ran. ^ & .Cyans 

■3 him eal&opmen mon oj-iloh mib him. *1 ™ P ,ce< Ad 
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years Reign prepared to be revenged on them, but failed in the attempt, being flain $ e £h 9 
with his five Captains, or as the Saxon hath it, his Aldermen. To him fucceed- 
Then jViglaf. ed one Wiglaf or Withlaf who was prefently expelled by Egbert, and three years 
continued in Exile. At the end thereof being touched with Companion, Egbert 
fuflered him to return, but to hold the Kingdom of him as his Tributary Vafial, 
paying him and his Son the thirteen years he reigned a fum of money. In the 
Bertbulfe. fame Capacity reigned Berthulfe his Succeflour, and juft fo long a time, who at 
Burhedc. by the Danijk Pirates was driven beyond the Seas. After this Burbede having 

Married Ethelfuida the Daughter of King Athulfe the Son of Egbert, by fo great 
an Alliance comforted himlelf both againft his Tributary Eftate and the frequent 
Depredations of the Pirates. But after two and twenty years he was conftrained 
foy them to quit his Countrey, whence he betook himfelf to Rome , and there died, 
and at the Englifb School in St. Marys Church was buried. His Wife he left behind 
him, but !he afterward followed him into Italy and died at Pavia. Thenwas 
the Kingdom of the Mercians by the Danes delivered to one Selwulfe the Servant 
Alfrede. 0 f Burhrede , but during pleafure. After a few years Alfrede the Nephew of Eg¬ 
bert obtained it. He Married Elfleda Sifter to Edward the Elder,who after her death 
kid the Kingdom of the Mercians to his own.Dominions; Then this Principality 
which (faith Malmesbury } by the madnefs of a Pagan man fuddenly flou- 
rilhed, through the miferable fluggifhnefs of half a man utterly withered and 
came to nought: In the Eight Hundred and Seventy Fifth,.Tear of our 
Lord. 


SECT. IX. 

The Kingdom of the Wefi Saxons. From the-beginning 
thereof by Cerdick, to the Death bX Egber t| ;\tbe firfi 
Englifh Monarch. ; v y: . / 


The Jpace of Three Hundred and Eighteen years. 


i. > T'HE Kingdom of the Weft Sitxpm,. than which (faith Malmesbury) Bri- 
X tain never Jaw any more magnificent or ( pf.iionger continuance received 
its beginning from brie Cerdick, and! jprefently arriyp^^.'afi high!pitch-'9f/j&reat- 
nefs. This man being by Birth a German, ; and. Nobly ; c|fo$icled, as.theTfritli from 
Woden, having by homebred Coiifli^ttded 
refolved lo quiyiisTDountrey ai^d Le<j'omb fitmpijs 

folly letled his Refolutjbris,!;he !^j^! ',$on.&^rFct' ?vho 

was’in'ali ^driousAaidri?;ijpfartih(^!'ba)i^ttbadmg uf: ms fteps 
Cerdick. and he feemed to.tread upon his Heel. . He eafily!c0^eMlns'® the!; t^^tm^eftodrir 
rick arrive?" tain > S^ me ’then Forces-^#? 

fifth year of our Lord, which was ! l tfie"fiftli of!,#!§;, imperouf !M'djtajjusfx]\Q 
eighth, of Esk King of Rent, the fifth' otyf-lla: King pf°fhe;Sputh Sji§orisfx&t ^he 
days of Cloddneus the IFirli: Ring !qf the Pranks,, in tlieif t^pftiilhip 6 ¥'?^f»iliiv 
and Viator.. His Pedigree is thiB'dM\^ri'jRom.^ii^“^^f<jg, Brandgpiihdgdf, 
Freawine, Wig, Gewifs, Eflq, Ekfa A £efcti(:k or Cettf$I ' r if!'!',.'! 

i. What entertainfrient they found!,at tKeir.Landihg weihave akead^"j6j(ci the 
Reader, and how by (degrees they advanced and got ground. But this.is p bo 
farther obferved, that the place where he Landed wa^ not within thejfiounds of 
Tjie that Kingdom which he afterward founded, and whereof we writer "for Cerdi- 
where they c *f ore > or Cerdicjbore, ^ which is ftill by thp Inhabitants’ called Cerdikefand,- lay 
Land. . near to the old City .Gar'womm, ( whi^h, l?$ig decayed, "arid no Garrifon lying 

" " "there. 
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The Kingdom of the W eft Saxons in Britain, ’P^rtR 

S;1 '1 Wett - | „ t h e Rn tte i fought with Nazaleod the Britain, Authours place after the coming 
!£* fo this wounded quota j^z Hmn , mrrfpea of 

rHs££^S^£HS 

toe Countt Fofhard by taWctan tods, where the River Av n eotteth 
sh daltri Zf&pnt ofcuSvato 

“■hrfSa^toth^ ** 

Vidories, hut nwer mentione t e^^ ^ ^ mind w h at we have already faid, 

a great diitance, tne on j the Saxon Annals, and from them Cep&icej 

wa. !SS?«cept wfirmgine that they knew not of his qu. ttngthe &aft 
(if Norfolk and came thitherto find.him, which not being able to doe, after a 
Vi&orV obtained over th kBritaim they betook themfdves again to then three 
■’Reds'and followed after- bin- Hmtinidim writes as if by the Viiftory they obrnn- 
SSii ; W their landing, made the Name of Cerdu : terrible, & that 

tv?e 31 »'iiis corffifig into the Ifland; fo valiant, nay pertinacious were d» 

isggi 

•after the'fir ft coming of the EngUJh Saxons into Britain, twenty even a 
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- beginning of the Kmgdom of the South Saxons, fever(before the beginning of Sed. 9 . 

that ofthe m Saxons, e : ght and twenty before that of the Northumbrians, and 
an hundred and feven before the beginning of Peuda the firft King (worth notice) 
of the Aker dans. By degrees-it grew upon all, and at length (wallowed up the 
reft • though by its Antiquity therefore it preceded feveral of them, yet thought 

we fit to clofe their number with it, together with this caution to the Reader 

Aidgwes it 4 Though Cerdic had afTumed the title of King and gave* as appears from 
to his Son j-hg SaKOrt Annals, to his Son Cynric, yet were riot the Britains tnerewitn afirighted, 

bur more provoked to difpolfeS him of wbat they thought they had a barter right . 
n„ re »o. than he. In the vetyfame year they endeavoured reuniting him, Slough tm 
tiicrEn^e- Anna j s te u us that he fought againft the Britaws at Cerdicesford, >et it mould ra- 
S,:S thet be faid thatthe Britan,, fought againft him, for they came to hm,. n°t he to 
his Saxons, them this being the place of his rirft landing m thefe Parts. Henry of Huntingdon 
tells the Story with great advantage on the fide ofthe Saxons, though upon what 
ground we know not, the Annals onely' affirming that from this day forward, 

Royal Oft-fpring ( meaning his) reigned over the Weft Saxons, and indeed that 
he had the -better is probable enough, as that thereby he made fit faft on his head 
the Diadem, which he had aftbmed in the City of Winchejler as tells us the 
greater Chronicle of Thomas Radburn. Seven years he fpent, for any thing we 
can find, in fortifying the Places he had already gained; but in the year that to - 
A Third. lowed he fought another Battel with th e Britains, m another place from him afi 

fo called Cerdicks Lea, with what fuccefs we are ignorant, but good ground 
there is to believe the Britains here victorious, becaule where the Saxons had the 
better their Annals never ufe to be filent. Yet this muft make us think on the 
other Vide, that fometimes they are modeft, becaufe after this Battel he very 
After which muc i 1 inlarged his Bounds. For after two years he and his Son conquered the 
fh e C ilie U o e f ed file of Wight, and flew many men in the place called Wibtgarabirig, as the An- 
Wight. nals or Saxon Chronology affirms. Others tell us from thele Annals, that being 

the firft Englijh Saxon, that fubdued the I (land, he granted it unto Stuffa and cMn, 
Whitgar, who jointly together flew well nigh all the Britijh Inhabitants (for 
few there were of them remaining) in Whitgaraburg, a Town fo called from 
Whitgar, - and now by Contradion ihortned into Caresbroke, ^ 

5. But as the Anrials call the Ifland by the Name of Wiht, and this Man Wiht- 
gar I cannot but fufped this Name to have been the Name of his Office, and that 
he was made by his Uncle Cerdic the Keeper or Guarder of the Ifland, firft, and 

Mows it on then four * years after, and that wherein he died beftowed it on him, and his 
S?r and Brother Stuffe (his two Nephews) as a Legacy, for this gift they mention the very 
Stnjjv. year they (peak of his death. From him this Town which feems to have been aJ ^ 

the place of his Refidence, received its Name as he hadjiis Title from the Ifland. dxxxiv. 
K«. This fame year Cerdic died, after he had reigned fixteen years, leaving all his *Me, e feme»- 
Kingdom except the Ifie of Wight, as Malmesbury obferves, to his Son Cynric. 

Cjnric reigns This Cynric the Annals ever join with his Father, fo that he feems to have reigned Humingdo- 
alone ' jointly with him before, but now came to the foie Management of that Power, 

he left him in the ninth year of JuJlinian the Emperour, -in the Confulihip of (iilam,quafoil. 
Belifarius , the fourth year of Iremerick King of Kent, and about the ninth year LatirJ dici- 
after that Erkemvin had’begun the Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons, A. D. DXXXV. 

For matters of War he is faid no whit to have been inferiour to his Father, yet pfikmc anno 
at his beginning do we hear little of him, his great care being to preferve what duobiuNepo- 
he had, his Father had got already rather than by driving for more, when what 
he had was not yet confirmed, he being in danger of lofing all. In his fourth wihtgarver- 
2 Eciipfesof year the Annals mention an Eclipfe of the Sun, which fell out on the fifteenth of 
the Sun. February, whereon that Luminary was darkened from Morning to Evening. 

Two years after it wasfo darkened again on the fifteenth of June, that Stars ap- 0 Wardtdem, 
peared till paft three of the Clock, tour years after, died Wightgar in the Ifle of % ci . 
Wight, and'by his burial there gave Name to Wightgarabirig, as in thofe days turi j y J in 
they called it. Eat H ar f? 

6 . At length we hear again of Cynric at the eighteenth year of his Reign, of tu ’ 
He over- his giving battel then to the Britains, as a place called Seapobypij, where fie put pxxxvur. 
throws the to fj,gh t the Britijh Welfb, as the Annals now term them, they being by this iidemadAn. 
SdUsbirig* time moft of them either killed' or driven into Wales, or other foreign Countries. 

This Searobyrig called Salcsbirig, being the fame which the Saxons alfo termed 
Seapyrbypig, the vulgar Latinifts Sarum, Sarisburia and Salisburialia, the Name of 
Searesbirig, having proceeded from Sorliodamtm, by addition of the Saxon word 
Bypig, which figmfiesa Burge or Town inftead of Dunum, which the Britains and Ad An. dlu- 
Z Galls . 
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Sect 9 Ga ^ s ^' ere wont to ac *d t0 P^ aces Seated on higher Ground, fuch as this Sorbiodu- 
num was. For Sorniodunum is by Interpretation the Dry Hill , and upon an high 
Hill this City is mounted. Kinric was the firft of all the Englijh Saxons, that for¬ 
ced it after he had got a notable Vidory over the Britains, which fo much in- 
Gives them couraged him, that four years after this he and his Son Ceaulin, ingaged with 
totaF&ran- them again at a Place called Beranbyrig. The Archdeacon of Huntingdon, where- 
lyrig. foever he had his Colledions, tells the ftory with • various Circumftances. The 
Britains faith he to take off that War which lay with fuch Confufion upon them* 
and they had endured for five years, gathering together a numerous and well in¬ 
truded Army, put themfelves into a pofture of fighting at Beraniuri. And when 
they had formed nine feveral Battalia’s, which Number in War is moft conveni¬ 
ent, three in the front, three in the middle, and three in the Rere, having appoin¬ 
ted to each Body its fitting Officers, and placed their Archers, thofe that ufed 
Darts conveniently with their Horfe according to the Roman Cuftome, th t Saxons 
in one Body fell moft boldly upon them. Their Standards they caft down and 
defaced, and breaking their Lances fought it out with dint of Sword,till the Even¬ 
ing approached, the Vidory being ftill very doubtfulL Neither need this feem 
wonderful!, they being Men of extraordinary Stature, Vigour and Courage, al¬ 
though in our Days the Armies as well of the one as the other at the firft onfet 
are eafily put to flight; confifting now of fuch Men as both in refped of their 
Stature, Vigour and Courage are inconfiderable; fo much he. As for the Place 
of the Battel, this Beranbyrig is that Town now called Banbury, fituate upon the 
River Charwell in the County of Oxford. About this Town are found Coins 
of the Roman Emperours, which argue for the Antiquity of the Place. Now 
the fame of it is for Cheefe, Cakes, and fuch like things, and lately it could ihewa 
Caftle built by Alexander Bilhop of Lincoln (for to the See of Lincoln it belonged, 
as did many other good Houfes, and Manors now fwallowed by the iniquity of 
times) who defiring to dwell ftately, rather than quietly, by his vaft Strudures of 
this kind brought himfelf into many troubles. 

7. Cynric died after he had reigned fix and twenty years, and wasfucceeded by 
JucceeXsCe- Ceaulin his Son in the five and thirtieth year of JuJlinian the Emperour, about the 
iwliit. ($• beginning of the Reign of Clothair King of the Franks , the fame year that £- 
theibert became King of Kent, the third of Alla King of the Northumbrians. A. D. 

DLXI. Ceaulin was a Man of fuch metal of warlike Enterprises,. that, as Mal¬ 
mesbury phtafeth, it to the Englijh Saxons he became an objed of wonder, to the 
Britains of hatred, and to both of them the Authour of Deftr.udion. Now had 
thefe Saxons been in Britain for the fpace of an hundred and twenty years, all 
which time they had been fo employed in chufing and fetling their new Pofleffi- 
ons, that having fpace enough ( a little feems much to them that have none ) 
they agreed well enough' amongft themfelves, and united upon occafion againft 
civil Wars a- them, whom their Intereft had made their common Enemies. But now having 
mong the pretty well fecured their new ( however got ) Pofleffions, they had more lei- 

Saxovs in £ ire f0 k e p roU[ j anc j an d having much, began to think they had not e- 

" mn ‘ nough, and to envy the Conditions of one another. In the Weft and North 
they had ftill indeed work enough to defend their own, and ftill provoked by 
ambition, and Covetoufnefs to wreft more out of the Hands of the Poor diftref- 
fed Britains, but toward the South-Eaft the Coaft was clear, not a Britain left 
either to difturb or be difturbed, fo that thefe Princes having nothing elfe to 
work upon, muft needs find work amongft thofe of their own Nation,not enduring 
to be idle while they were fo employed, to be mere Gazers upon the Actions of 
others, and to hear every day of their Conquefts, Trophies and Spoils, now be¬ 
gan to feel and perceive they had bounds to their Dominions, and however 
their Clothes feemed to be wide in the Infancy of their Kingdoms, now they 
complained they were ftrait laced. The firft that betrayed this reftlefs humour, 

.. . . was v£lla King of the South Saxons , who as Beda tells us was the firft of thefe lL 2. e-s- 

the Isouth ° Kings, that commanded all the Provinces of the Englijh , lying Southward of the 
Srfjww begins. River Humber. His Kingdom was not large, and his work was narrow, having 
quickly difpofleffed the ancient Inhabitants, fo that having time to look about 
him, and leifiue enough to attempt any Enterprize, he awed the reft who ftill 
all of them except the King of Kent , had work enough, time and ftrength little 
enough to be employed againft the Britains , to win and fettle thofe Pofleffions 
which they had already obtained, and either convenience or ambition ftill P r0_ 
voked them to obtain. They were forced to give him good words, and admit 
of his Superiority, obey his Commands without oppofition. Not one blow can 
we find, this procured amongft them. e. He 
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8. He being dead and gone, and his Pofterity degenerating, fome twenty years Sedt. 9. 
Then EM- after Ethellertcmio to be King of Kent, who receiving from his Anceftours a 

King of pillion 0 f that Canton of the Ifland, grudged himfelf thus confined unto 
a Corner. Wealth and Idlenefs pricked him, and begat the Itch of ambition, 
which was vehemently provoked by this reflexion, that he was the Great, Great 
Grandchild (as we improperly fpeak, rather he his Great, Great Grandfather ) 
the Heir and Succeffour of Hengtffl, that great Captain the firft Leader of the Sax¬ 
ons, the firft that gave them opportunity of obtaining this Wealth and Honour, 
to whofe Sceptre it was but juft and fit, that they lhould truckle and fubmit. 

This was a fair pretence where there was a ffiarp Sword to back it, but Intereft 
and prefent Pofleflion afford deaf Ears to matters of Right, much more of Ho¬ 
nour and Reputation. Ethelbert could eafily give Laws to the South Saxons* the 
Weftern were the gfeat objed of his Envy, which was increafed by that oppor¬ 
tunity, which thenearnefs of their fituation fuggefted to him.. While Ceaulin was 
bufied in the fettlement and inlargement of his own Kingdom, in which Em- 
who invading pioyment he had now fpent Eight years, he invades his Territories. Ceaulin his 
Ce.tu/in is o- Affairs requiring he fliould ever be in readinefs, was not unprepared for him, but 
vm rown. pp Cec j-jy mac | e } lcac { a g a j n ft hi m , and with Cutha gave him Battel at a Place called. 

Wibbandune , where lib gave him a great overthrow, Ojlac and Cnebban , his Ealdor- Amah Saxe, 
men or great Officers, being flain together with a great multitude of the inferiour 
tort, and drove him back into his Kentijh Quarters. The Archdeacon of Hun¬ 
tingdon obferves, that this was the firft War which the Kings of the Englijh Sax¬ 
ons waged amongft themfelves, the firft Battel fought on the account of a Civil 
. Quarrel. 

9. Ceaulin did not purfue him into Kent, or revenge the Injury and Violence at 
this time, his main concerns lying at home againft the Britains. Notwithstan¬ 
ding all the Attempts of him and his Predeceflours, ftill they continued and held 

Ceaulin over- many Places on every fide him. Yet the firft ingagement' we meet with in the 
jE» h ?n Annals °f thofe that happened in his time, was that of the eleventh year of his 
two pitch’d Reign betwixt Cuthmlfe , whom Huntingdon calls his Brother, and confounds 
Entteis. him with Cutha, at Bedanford which Huntingdon interprets of Bedford\ which 
now faith he is the Head of the Circumjacent Province.' Hecame oft with Vido- D 
ry, as an effed whereof he took in four Towns, Liganburk , *sRgJesburk, Benning- 
tun and Egonefham , that is fuch as afterward received thefe Names from their New 
Mafters, for Saxon they are and not Britijh. But Cuthwulfe furvived his Vidory 
not long, dying the very fame year that thefe things happened. For fixyears af¬ 
ter this we hear of no Adion, as if Ceaulin by his Brother's death was deftitute of 
a Commander. But fix'years after he took his Son Cuthwine with him in his ftead, Ad An. 
and again made War upon the Britains , of whom were llain three Kings, Comail , DL.XXXVH. 
And takes fe- Condidan and Farinmail, at a place called Deorham, which done they fubdued three 
Lww eS,aS nota kfe Cities, viz. Gleamnceftre, Cyrencejlre and Bathancejler. This Deorham is 
nr m> a little Town in Glocejlerjhire , not far from Severn, at this day called Derham, 

. where are yet to be feen huge Rampires and Trenches, as Fortifications of their 
Camps, and other moft apparent Monuments here and there of fo great a War. 

Glcatmcejlre. Gleawancejlre is that we call Glocejler , in Antonine named Glevum from Glam in 
Britijh, which . fignifieth Fair or Goodly, the Britains. ftill calling it Caer Glaiv. 

Being built by the Romans as a Curb to the Silures, it was thus wrefted out of the 
-Hand of the Britains, firft by Ceaulin. Afterward the Mercians won*it, under 
whom it flouriffied in great Honour, and Of rick King of Northumberland by per- 
miffion of Ethelrede the Mercian, founded there a great and ftately Nunnery; 
where Kineburga, Eadburga and Eva Queens of .the Mercians , were fucceffively 
Priorefies one after another. * And Edelfleda that moft Noble Lady of the 
tymicejtcr. Mercians, adorned it with a Church. Cyrencejler, that we now call Circejter and 
Circifer; called Corinium by Ptolemy , and by Antonine, Durocornovium, from 
the River Corin ( now Churn ) upon which itftandeth, fifteen Miles diftant from 
Glevum or Glocejler, upon the Roman High Street. Bathancejler, is that we now fJfuZdie 
call Bath in Somerfetjhire , on which we are told, the Saxons for a long time durft durat, atq ue 
notfet, but left it to the Britains, till Ceaulin had defeated him at Deorham. Then h f c 
it yielded after a furious aflault, and within few years recovering lbme ftrength Usmaxim! 
grew up again,and therewith got a new Name of * Akmanchejler. For Osbrick in fiM'rrjuiai-- 
the year DCLXXVI, founded a Nunnery there, and immediately after when the foribtZh°' 
Mercians had got it under them. King Of a built another Church, both which in r.meqjf' r 
the time of the Danijh Broils were overthrown, and out of the Ruines of them Ser- 
both arofe another Church, wherein Eadgar firnamed the Peace-maker, being 
Z 1 crowned 


And takes fe¬ 
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c r{ o- crowned King bellowed upon the Citizens very many Immunities, the Memory of 
which they yearly celebrate with folemn Plays. But thus were the Britahs dill 
pollefled of thefe Countriesfor ever by this King of the Weft Saxons, though af¬ 
terward all thefe three Places with the Territories about them, fell into the Hands 
of their Neighbours the Mercians. 

10. No other Battel do we reade of that was fought betwixt thefe Nations, 
although probably many Gontefts and Skirmilhes happened till the feventh year 
after, when Ceadinand Cutba ingaged with the Britain , in a place called Fe- 
thanleage. ' Here Cutba loft his Life, but the Annals tell us, that Ceaulin took 
Towns, not a few, befides Plunder without meafure, yet in great wrath and in¬ 
dignation he returned home. Here one would fufpeCt it were for the death ofC«* 
tba f - but Huntingdon writes that a moft dreadfull fight being fought, Cuthwhe was 
oppreffed by the multitudes of his Enemies, overpowered and flam, The Englijh 
were overthrown and put to flight; but Ceaulin coming in, in good .time, caufed 
Another Vic. them to rally, andfetting on afrefh, conquered the Conquerers, which done, in 
tory over the t j ie purfuit lie became Mafter of many Territories and innumerable Spoils. Thus 
Britain. flou £ lhed he> f eem ing not to court but to command Victory, while all, as well 
Enemies as Friends, flood wondering and looking on. But extraordinary Profpe- 
’ rity cannot be called Felicity, ending moft commonly in extraordinary Mifery. 

• His Brother he loft, and as Malmesbury tells us, his Son of the fame name was 
killed before his face. His great..Succefs and Power, as it procured fear, fo envy 
and hatred, while all that heard but of him, fufpeded prefently their own E- 
ftates. This made not onely friends but foes to agree in this, to put a flop to his 
formidable greatnefs, fo that Britains and Englijh contouring together, gave him 
ceaulin at Battel at a place called Wodensbeorlige , where fo great a daughter was made of his 
laft is defeat-^ j ie was totally defeated, and he who lb lately commanded all on this 

tordr' fide the River Humber , was now forc’t in a forlorn condition to hide his Head, 
and lurk in fome obfeure place, a banifhed Man from his own Dominions, a mife- 
rable fpe&acle of the inconftancy of fublunary things. This Wodensbeorlige is 
now called Wodensburge, a little Village in Wiltjkire near to that Ditch of won- 
derfull work, which being call up for many Miles together, divideth the middle 
' of this Shire from Eaft to. Weft. The People, dwelling thereabout, call it Wanf- 
dike , and upon an errour generally received, they talk that it was made by the 
Devil upon a Wednefday. But in the Saxon Tongue it is called Wodenefdic , or 
the Dike of Woden , who here perhaps was worlhipped by the Pagan tow, or 
being a thing of great confequence was dedicated to hun. Malmesbury writes, 
that this great Battel was fought at it, not mentioning Wodensburge and its very 
probable that the Saxons made it to divide the two Kingdoms of the Welt Saxons 
and Mercians afunder, this being the very place of Battel between them, while 
they ftrove one with another to inlarge their Dominions. For befides this Battel 
betwixt Ceaulin and the Saxons, and Britahs, who joyned together; at this Dike, 
to fay nothing of other accidents, ha the Weft Saxon afterward, and Cealrede 
the Mercian joyned Battel, and departed the Field on even terms. It was their 
cuftome to make fuch Ditches, fuch was that of Of a, of which we have already 
fpoken. Others are alfo to be feen among the Eaft Angles in Cambridge^ and 
Suffolk, wherewith they bounded their Territory, and defended themfelves from 
the Inrodes and violence of the Mercians. . , 

Beiiw driven ii. Ceaulin being thus driven into exile, when he had Reignedone amkthirty Ad m 
into exile dies, years, died lhortly after, in the fecondyear, fay the Annals, and together with 
him periihed Cuichelme and Crida, the lame year that Ethelfrith began his Reign 
over the Northumbrians. This his Cataftrophe, was the high advancement ol 
Etbelbert King of Kent, who for the reafons but now alledged, having high de- 
figns in his Head, was hitherto hindred from bringing them to perfection by the 
Greater abilities and fuccefs of Ceaulin. By this time he had well ripen d his Am¬ 
bition with more general obfervation and experience m war, and what he ior- 
merly when raw and unpra&is’d, had attempted, now fuccesfully attained, and 
by degrees brought all the other Kingdoms between Kent and Humber to beat his 
Devotion, that of the Wctt Saxons the firmeft of all, being now in a very low 
condition : this gave him the main advantage, being humbled to his hand; the 
reft yielded not fubjedion, but as he earn’d it by continual Vidones and theTer- 
rour which they procured, his Reputation being farther- ftrengthened by hisMar- 
riaee with Bertha, Daughter to a King of the Frank,. But to return to[theKing- 
,, r„«mM tiom of Wejlfix , in its deplorable eftate, Ciolric the Nephew of Ceadm, by his 
by Cedric. Brother Cutba undertook its protedion, and as he could in fo. ticklilh times^or^ 
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Tiienfoiiowed dered the affairs thereof for five years. After him followed Ceolmlf his Brother, Sect. o. 
Ceoimif. who for all the fourteen years he governed, was perpetually employed, either a- w'-vC 
gainft the Englijh, Britahs, Fills or Scots, and came off with advantage. Yet > , 
have we nothing particular concerning thefe great attempts; oijely this is men- ^ 
tion’d, that the fame year that Ethelfrith warred againft the Britahs of Chefler, F 
he made war upon the South Saxons. Itmujft be remembred that Etbelbert of 
Kent outlived him, and therefore he having all his Life the fuperiority over all the 
other Kings, he durft not attempt any thing againft him, it muft have been againft 
his fellow Vaflals ; and as for the Pills and Scots, he lying at fuch a diftance from 
them, his warring againft them, muft have been in giving affiftence to the Nor* „ c 
Cumbrians their next Neighbours. He dying after he had Reigned fourteen years, Zrff J n n ®' 
Cynegils- the Son of Ceolric (or, as the Annals call him, Ceolf fucceeded him. fo pice on 
TheTranflatourof the Annals talks of his, and QuicheIm taking the Govern- pej-cScax- 
ment upon them in the fame year. But the Annals themfelves fay no fuch thing, um. q heole 
and Huntingdon writes, that he took his Brother Kicbelm in the fourth year of his XXXI. pin- 
Reign, to bfe his Gollegue in the Kingdom. t P a - c y* 

Next cynegils 12. Cynegils Began his Reign in the fecond year of Heraclius the Emperour, 5 f 5 ll r ra?r 
and Huicelm. t i ie two anc j fiftieth of Etbelbert King of Kent, the twentieth of Ethelfrith the rvnl'ni. 
cdjovntiyf 1 * fierce King of the Northumbrians, A. D. DCXII. The Monk of Malmesbury writes, paninr 

that Chegije and Quicelm, the Sons of Celric, put on the Enfigns of the King- Cynpuing. 
dom with equal Authority, they were both ftout Per'fbns, and contend betwixt Ad.An.DCxi. 
themfelves in the mutual Offices of Piety which fliould exceed, infomuch, that 
in refpeCt of their Concord, not ufual among Kings, they may be propounded as 
a Miracle to the prefent, and an Example to future times; Many Wars they wa¬ 
ged, one cannot diftinguifh whethei* with, greater valour or moderation, either a- 
gainft the Britahs or Feuda King of the Mercians , a Man exceedingly dextrous in 
the furprizing feats of War, who hiving palled beyond his own Bounds, while he 
labours to.get Cirecefter into Ijis- f hands, was not able to bear the fhock of thefe 
unanimous. Kings, but with a: few in his Company ran away. Quicelm is not a 
little blamed, for hiring an Aflaffmate to murther Edwin King of the Northumbri¬ 
ans, a Man of approved wifdorne. But if that gentile faying be considered, Dolus 
an virtiis quis in hofle requirat, he will eafily find excufe having done nothing un- 
ufual, and led by a defire to remove out of the wa^ by any means he could, one 
who ftudied his own deftruCtion. For from the Kingdom of the Weft Saxons, he 
had before this wrefled much, and at that time irritated by the injury recieved, 
the old grudges now coming to remembrance, praCtifed many things which tended 
to their great damage. But the Kings efcaped, to whom not long after, by the 
Preaching of Bhnus the Bifhop, the Heavenly DoCtrine was revealed, in the twen¬ 
ty fifth year of cheir Reign, and the fortieth after the coming of St. Auguftine , 
the Apoftle of the Englijh. Chegije was prefently Won, and abafing his Royal 
Loftynefs, willingly Submitted himfelf to the Prieft in Baptifm. Quicelm wrinch- - 
ed a little, till by the health of his Body, admonillied that he fliould not negled 
the Salvation of his Soul he imitated the devotion of his Confort, and died the 
fame year. But Chegije, for fix years after, enjoying long quiet and repofe, en¬ 
ded his Life in the one and thirtieth of his Reign. 

Who beat the i}. Thus much Malmesbury in general, concerning the joynt Government of 
Britains at thefe Kings, we fhall add what particulars we can light upon in thefe obfeure 
Dmfetjbir™ t; * mes - The firft is the Battel, which in the third or fourth year of Cynegils they Hen Cyrie- 
fought againft the Britahs, at a place called Beamdune, where were flain of the gilpCpi- 
faid Britahs, two thoufand and fix and forty. Huntingdon here tells us, that chelm ge- 
they were frighted at the very fight of their Enemies, and at the firft onfet threw Kubton on 
down their Enfigns and fled. Others write, that it was a doubtfull and dange- Beamsune. 
rous Battel, each one lifinghis conjecture, rather than having any thing certain 3 °Fr o 5°n 
from the Monuments of Antiquity, whereon to fix this. We may eafily believe if® ^ en ' 
that this Beamdune was that Town of Dorfetjhire, fituate upon the River Frame, XLVI ^ 
which at this day is known by the Name of Bindon. Asfor that attempt which Ad.An.bcxy. 
Quichelm made to take away the Life of Edwin, we muft remember that-this 
Prince was the fifth, whofe Authority extended it felf over all the Provinces of 
the Englijh Saxons, greater in this refpedt than any of the other four, that their 
Territories were now fubjeCt to him, but his Dominions never had been in their 
Power, to which a bound was ever put by the River Hufnber. He had ‘made bold 
in feveral refpeCts, as well with the Weft Saxons as with others, and would give 
Law to them all. What therefore could not be done by fair, Quichelm refolved 
to effeCt by foul means; for lbul it was, never to be excufed or reconcileable 

with 
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\ Pl a. _ with generality, even in any Enemy. But the tiling was this, as we have it 

from the Autlientick Hiftory of Beda himfelf. A certain Aflaflinate named Eu- Bcd.mji.Uh. 
were was fent from Quichelm the King of the Weft Saxons, to kill Ring Edwin . e ' 9 ' 
Pretending a Meffiige from his Matter, he runs upon him with an envenomed 
weapon f that in’cafe thefteeldid not, the poyfon might take efteft ) near the 
River Derwent, where ftood at that time the King’s Palace. This being perceived 
by Lilia a faithfull and loving Servant of the King’s, (landing by, he mterpofed 
himfelf and was dabbed, theKingalfo received a litte hurt by the blowdirough 
liis Body The Aflaflinate killed another Souldier called Farthere, and at laft was 
killed himfelf and cut in pieces. The King was exceedingly difturbed at the vil- 
lanv, but his grief was a little mitigated by a Daughter of which his Qpeen 
was brought to Bed the night following. He gave thanks therefore untohis Gods, 
which being overheard by Paulinas the Bifliop, he expoftulated it with him, affir¬ 
ming that the Queen through his Prayers had been delivered without much pain. 

The King wellpleafed to hear that, promifed that he would be heve in Chnft, m 
cafe he would give him Vidory over Quichelm, and as a pledge of his promife 
commanded his little Daughter to be Chriftened, which was done, the Name of 
Eanfleda being given her, and with her were Baptized twelve others of theFami- 
1 v Then did he raife an Army and lead it againft Quichelm, and beginning a 
War either killed all that had been of the Conlpiracy, or had them delivered up 
unto him To this Matthew of Wefiminfier adds, that Quichelm he flew in the 
place which from him is called in the Language of the Englijh QjjicheIme.s haune 
to this day. In- teftimony of the Vidory he gave this Name to the Place, andfo 

int i4 UI T^pXge d con”rning the death ol^khelmis fuch as agrees not with 
other Authours, nor can we believe it true being placed by the Flowergatherer 
before the Battel betwixt Kinegils and Peuda at, which other Writes unammoufly 
affirm Quichelm to have, been prefent. But he, ap 4 Florentms of Worcefter, other- 
wife alfo differ from feme of their fellow Hiftonans about this Perfon, he calling 
him Quichelm, and both of them accounting him ithe Son of Kinegils, whereas 
others freak of him as of his Brother ; but to fay truth, the Annals imke him his 
Son Next after this Battel betwixt them and Edwin, that is placed by the Arch¬ 
deacon of Huntingdon, whichffie affirms, they fought with the two SonsandSuc- 
,!L nf the Kins of the Eaftern Saxons. He. makes them to have been 
fiys, Aa? being more in number they fought boldly butunform- 
?' b ' Ed nrnlv p or h>o th of thefe young men were killed, and icarcely could any of 
their Souldiers efcape their flight, being intfrcepted both by the Mountains of 
dead Bodies, and the Torrents of bloud. In the third year after he placeth their 
And « ag e St With Peuda King of the Mercians at Cirencefter, where affembled very great 
war with Ernies on both fldes, and (faith he) they fought it out with invincible Courage, 
PdWnKmgof , , t h e Intervention of Night and Darknefs- and in the Morning when 

'heJi*rw/(w.tiUpart^^melntCTveuu^ng^^n^ ^ ^ Q^ rc l ^ 

oi feme other Accommodation. What Orcumftances foever he may add concer¬ 
ning their Multitudesand thelntervention of Night, that fach a Fight there was, 
and S a CelTation thereupon we areaffuted by the Annals. Thatifirft Kmegfls, and 
tlien Quichelm was Baptized the year after they alfo confirm j and moreover, that M M 
diis ray year QuiMm died eight years after the fight with iWu, and three dcxxxvS 
yeirsafte/the ifeathof Edmn, who therefore could not kill htm m the Batte ncxxxvi. 
lately mentioned, but yield himfelf he might into his Hands. Then laft y for 
’ Cynetils, that he outlived him fix years the faid Annals make mamfeft, placing ^ 
the Succeflion of his Son (for his Death they mention not) in the feventh )ear jJ cXLIII . 

II be ^l^Cemalh thelfon of Cynegils fucceeded his Father in the Kingdom of the 
SSbW Weft. Saxons in the tliird year of Ercomlert King of Kent, the eig htemt^Jeuda gugrf 
King of the Mercians the fame that Ofwi began his Reign over the Northumbmns gJJ- 
A D DCXLII. By Malmesbury he is defcribed a Prince in the beginning of his 
Reign to be compared with the worft, in the middle, and the end with the beft of 
Kings. Coming young to the Government,by Luxury he grew Infolent, defpifing the 
Example fet him by his Father, and lawfoll Matrimony; but being by Peuda Kin„ 

,. t o(Z Mercians, whofe Sifter he had repudiated, fet upon with War, he was driven 

i S n r out of hfs Kingdom, and fled to the King of the Eaft Angles , whereby being difa- 
dom by Pen. p ^ nec i by Adverfity and the Perfwafions of him that gave him Entertamm > 
dlt ‘ rnnfidcr'’d better of it, was fully perfwaded m the Faith, and recovered his Kin-, 

iXU dom; where, tohis Subjcds, lie printed himfelf a welcome Miracle of alteration 
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for the better, fo valiant that he who formerly was not able to prated, his own 
Territories, now twice overthrew the Britains , who remembring their ancient Ii- 
berty fretted at their prdent condition, arid therefore often plotted how they might 
fuccefsfully rebell; firft in the place called Witgeornesbrug, and again by the Hill cal¬ 
led Pene. Upon Wulpher alfo the Son of Peuda he revenged the Injuries received 
from his Father, taking from him a good part of his Kingdom. So Religious he 
was, that firft of all Saxon Kings he built at Winchefler the moft beautiful! Church 
of that time, the pattern whereof was followed afterward in founding the Epif- 
copal See, though in a more (lately manner. So Munificent that nothing, even 
of his Patrimony, would he deny to his Kindred, as who bellowed upon his 
Brother’s Son well nigh the third part of his Kingdom; Thefe Royal Vertues of 
his were much excited by the Admonitions of Angilbert and Lutherius , fucceft 
fively Bifhops of his Province. 

16. That Cenwalh was by Peuda driven away, the Saxon Annals do teftifie, the 
year before he was Baptized / fo that if he was not Baptized till his return out of 
Exile, as by the Annals it appears, he could not be abfent from his Kingdom three 
years, as both they and Beda affirm • but perhaps longer it was e’er he received 
Baptifm. The King of the Eaft Angles, to whom he fled, and who by his Ad¬ 
vice brought him to a thorough undemanding of himfelf was Auna, who after¬ 
ward was (lain by Peuda the Mercian, without any fuccour or affiftence received 
from him that we reade of. The kindnefs to his Relations appears from that great Ad An ' 
gift he gave to Cuthrede his Nephew the (Son of Quichelm , and Grandfon of Cyne- dcxlviii. 
Relations? as in this place the Annals exprefly fignifie, which was three thoufand Lands He P c - n * 
(as the Saxon terms them) by ex£ cefdune, which Huntingdon interprets of Villa- 5 e r e al- 
ges, or poffibly they might be fo. many Hides, as afterward were called the ordi- J f u{,pe ‘ 
nary divifion of Grounds j but the expreffion ufed by Malmesbury of the third re in ^u- 
part of his Kingdom, feems to hint at as great a quantity as that whereof Hun- jendo lon- 
tingdon fpeaks. As for the fuccefs which after his return he had againft his Ene- dej- be Ar¬ 
mies, Authours fpeak varioufly thereof ,• for thougliMalmesbury and others talk cefdune. 
of Victories, * Beda faith exprefly that he very often received mod grievous Da- r^Cuppeee 
mages from them in his Kingdom. Four years after his Gift to Cuthrede the An- W Q' 1 ' 
nals make mention of his fighting at a Place called Bradanford upon the River 
Afene, but name none againft whom he fought, neither tell they what the fuccels oEzd 
was. Cambden tells us it had the Name oi Bradanford from the broadnefs of the ring S 
Ford of Avon, which is there inlarged by receiving a little Rivulet,* that it is* ub. 3. c. 7.] 
now called Bradford in Wiltfhire, fituate upon the defeent of an Hill. Here he 
faith Cenwalh King of the Weft Saxons imbrued his Sword with bloud in Civil- 
war againft Cuthrede his near Kinfman. But he names no Authour from whomhe 
had it. If fo it was, either Cuthrede was guilty of much Ingratitude, or Cenwalh 
of much overfight and Inconftancy. ■ 

thvows'the , 17 • As for the Battel fou g ht a g ainft tIie Britains at Witgeornesbrug, there’s none 
Britains \n tIiat makes mention of it befide the Monk of Malmesbury himfelf, and upon his 
two feverai mere Credit it mud lye. But there, might well be fuch a Fight ,* for when he was 
a es - letled after his Reftauration he undertook a War againft them, or rather they a- 
gainfthim, if Huntingdon maybe believ’d, who writes, that they knowing full 
well how he had been beaten by Peuda, and driven him from his Kingdom, de- 
fpifed him as one not able to defend himfelf j and getting together a great num¬ 
ber of men, in the pride of their Hearts made War upon him. And in the firft 
ingagement the Britains feemed to make the Saxons give ground. But the Saxons 
defiring rather to die than flie, fo pertinacioufly maintained the Fight, that the 
Britains were quite tired out, and their ftrength melted away like Snow. They 
gave then their backs to the Conquerours, were chafed from Pen as far as Ped- 
rede, and an incurable wound was made in thePofterity of Brutus in that day. 

Thefe are the words. The Annals confirm that he fought againft the Britains or 
Welfh as they term them, and that he chafed them as far as Pedridan. Pen 
Cambden tells us, is now an obfeure Village not far from the River Jueli n Somer- 
fetfhire, though anciently famous, being ordained by deftiny, as it may feem, to 
the overthrow both of Britains and Danes. For at this very place (faith he) Kent- 
walch a Weft Saxon had fuch a day .of the Britains that Icarcely ever after would 
they abide to enter the Field againft the Englijh Saxons. And many a year after 
that, King Edmund, firnamed Ironfide, gave there a notable foil to the Danes, as 
he purfued Camttis their King, then Ufurping the Crown of England, from place 
to place. Pedridan is a Town alfo in that County now of no account, except for 
the Market or Fair there held, but formerly the Royal Seat of King Ina, now ' 

called 
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rr-^iled from the River fei/w, (commonly Pai-reO which here runneth 

into Ivel and robbeth him of his Name. 


.8. Not long after Cenmlh took «cafion to fall out with M',p 

Dyes. of Beda, we ihall lee in a mor f’ F r , tWrty years : we know not whe- 

er^^^fe-Jssrt^s 

2 S££;^^ 

he tells you that inhis time tl y 6. ^ fuch Combats there were 

Aftrangefight Reign of Henry the Firlt. A y ~ , an( j the ftrangers feerned 

l EW,4,,ht that thoufands of *»"SEn fight betwixt the feid Hu- 
to be ^ttofl^ A gh and the WKing M the 

ry then King or tngiana, ana l>u vjfl-nr and Lewa was routed and 

Offices of a good Ruler. It.feems ihe took it to 

heart, for flie died prefently after. 


heart, pr SfJ t ^ death of Cemdh, very Petty Kings held the L(Hel . 

Several petty 19. Beda writes, tnat • 1 «.u ol . fnr ohm it ten vears together, not Sulnguii. 

Kings. Kingdom divided among themfe.ves,-and th t ■nw^i.w nf rat hr id the WAhnnh 

»*** s&**** Odg^w f 

dons fa Ire,Sd’Jg^ with rW King of the .whore 

£%£ aBattel at ,®pf called 

that he drove them as far as the 5 ^ ^ u ] b i i ao f Kentwin, and four years 
feek. This they place five yeais after the beginning ^ R . dom of the 

Ceadiv.iH.i- after this they tell us that Ceadwalla agai ®6 . ^ ceadwalla , that lie wasa l/H&iJ- 

Weft Saxons. Thus much Beda writes the Ge villi and being banilhed his 

moft valiant young Man of King of the South Saxons ;whom lie 

Countrey, came with an Army.“ P n?Swordharafled his Dominions. Malmesbury al¬ 
llew, and then cruelly withFire and Brother of Ceaulin , he was a young Videejusjm- 

firms that being defcended from Cutha the Brother otceamn * 4 y£ m ami An- 

Man of immoderate hope, ^'^mou^provoked The indignation of the Nobility, H£v. 
lour. Having by his reftlefs Z ^ driven to Baniihment. 

too powerfull a fadion he excited ag_ Fo ’ rtune that he might make his 

Being conftramed at this time to fubmit hima n the youth, which ei- 

County naked and defencelefs, he to y iufferings willingly fol- 

ifrtoXi 1 Ring inured with all Ids People,* 

Alter tills, enjoying the "ojeats,^ g^ Uatre d hede- 

Military Abilities, bearing to h re fufed not, but boldly gave 

ftroyed alfo Edrich the SuccelTour of EdelwM, who rei ^ of affltle nce 

s.«s theme him y B attel. The Inhabitants oi Over thofe of Jfajhe 
ct 'K , from the Mercians rebelled, liealmolt utterly ueuro, often 

Invades frent. 11UiAA 
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often obtained Vidtory, and revenged fufficiently upon them the death of his £edt. 
^Brother. Anjongft other things memorable of him, it’s hard to fay with what 'w/~v"v 
Piety he was endued,'even before his Baptifm ,* for the Tithe of all his Spoils, he 
gave to Almighty God. In which thing, as we approve his afte&ion, fo we dis¬ 
approve his example, according to that faying : He that offers Sacrifice of the 
fubflance of the Poor, is as if he offered the Son in the prcfence.pf the Father. But 
diriftened that he went to Rome to be Baptized, was there Baptized by -Sergius the Pope, 

Pwr,and dies, and called Peter, and as yet being in Allis ( or within feven days after his Bap¬ 
tifm) died, is more known than that it needs any relation from us. 

to. So much doth Beda and Malmesbury write of Ceadwalla, which the Reader 
muft take in the name of all the Englijh writers. For the Hiftory of the Britains * 
and the Annals of the Englijh do not agree about this King. The Annals fay, he 
was the Son of Cenbyrht , defcended from Ceaulin by Cutha , in the fourth degree, 
but the Britains affirm him the Son of Cadmllin their King, the fame that ilew 
Edwin and Ofwald , the Kings of the Northumbrians. Of this Cadwallin , they tell 
a ridiculous ftory, that being fpent with Age, after a Reign of eight and fourty 
years, the Britains embalming his Body, put it into an Image of Brals, refem- 
bling him, which they fet upon a Brazen Horfe, over the Weftern Gate of Lon¬ 
don, in memory of the great things he performed againft the Englijh-. a lye which 
proceeded from fome Monk of a brazen face, who could not be ignorant that Lon¬ 
don, long before this time, had been out of the hands of the Britains. Nowth ey Math.Ffori. 
fay alfo, that under the very Gate they built a Church in honour of St. Martin , legmad An. \ 
wherein for him and the reft of the faithfull deceafed, divine obfequies might be 6j6 ‘ 
for ever celebrated. In his Kingdom fucceeded his Son Cadwalader, whom Beda 
calls Cadwalla, a young Man, whofe Mother was Sifter to Peuda King of the Mer¬ 
cians, and Married by CadmaUin, after a reconciliation made with his Brother. All 
this as a ftory attended with fuch ridiculous circumftances, we rejed, betaking 
our felves to the Pedigree of Ceadwalla, which the Saxon Annals afford us, and 
the more fure teftimony of Beda , who affirms him of the * Royal ftock of the 
GevzJJi. From the fame Beda we muft add to what we have formerly faid concer- Dc Region- 
ning his killing ^Zdilwalcb King of the South Saxons, that though he had 
(lain him, he was immediately driven away by Berchthun and Andhun, the King’s 'Ipredus 
Captains, who afterward held the Province of that Kingdom. Yet he farther adds, fit venie 
that the firft of thefe Captains, when Ceadwalla came to be King of the Gevifii, FrcSeaxna 
was killed by him, and the Province fubje&ed to more grievous fervitude than 
before. In the following Chapter he writes, that after Ceadwalla was poflefled of ^Lungm. 

• the Kingdom of the Gevifft, he took thelfle of Wight, which before this time ties mi vd 
was wholly given to Idolatry, labouring by a tragical flaughter utterly to exter- ^xonicic-il- 
minate all the Natives, and to fubftitutein their rooms men of his own Province, lentfiuis no- 
From him it appears that one Arvald was at this time King of the Ifland, whole runt, idemfiil. 
two Sons having taken, and refolving to kill them, he permitted they Ihould be a^cfflr, 
.Baptized before they were put to death. But we cannot admit him foraboveaiteg«/« p Hnceps, ju- 
or Petty King, remembring*that on this ^dilwalch King of the South Saxons, 1 e i mu l is j An - 
Wuljhere King of the Mercians, his Godfather, bellowed this We of Wight, whomp rinJ. Edgar 
Ceadwalla having llain in right of profecution of War, entredand fubdued this Etheling, En- 
part of his Dominions, which lay fo conveniently for him.. From this time for- 
ward our Writers fdr a great while have not one word of Wight, till the year of numAngio- 
ourLord, one thoufand fixty fix, in which Tofiie, King Harold's Brother, with ru fanteHn- 
certain Men of War and Rovers Ships out of Flanders, in hatred of his Brother, *L;Tg«L/- 
invaded it, and after he had fleeced the Inhabitants of their Money, quickly, again mum Norman. 
departed. mmdebeba- 

2.1. To what we have already faid concerning Ceadwalla, his Invafion of Kent, Bedamft. 
(in the Hiftory of that Kingdom ) and the Death of his Brother, whom Latin id. 4.C.16. 
writers call Mollo, but the Saxon Annals Mull, we can add nothing more that is 
ijMKingof material. He. being gone to Rome to receive Baptifm, Ina the hon of CenredAT&f 
Sitxm. w hofe Father was Ceolwald,', the Brother of Cynegils, obtained the Kingdom of the ‘ 9 ' 

W eft Saxons, in the third year of Juft ini an the younger Emperour, in the days’ 
of Theodorick King of the Franks , the third of Aljrid King of the Northumbrians , 
and the fourteenth of ^thelredfiov dilred) King of the Mercians. A.D. 
DCLXXXVIII. The Monk of Malmesbury is very fmart and pithy in his De¬ 
scription of him. He writes, that more in refpedt of the induftry of his in- 
fitive Vertue than any Pedigree of a fuccelfive Offspring, he was taken to be 
Prince, the onelySpecimen of Fortitude, Image of Prudence, his equal for Reli¬ 
gion you cannot find. By fuch like Ads, framing the couife of his Life at home, 

A a he 
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c rv he nurchafed favour and reverence abroad. And for eight and thirty ) ears exercr 

flow h^sFundion, he waxed old, all along void of the fear of Tnajtev,■ moft 
^ hoTv Pander as it were of publick Love. His firft expedition was agamftti e Ken- 
tithmzn bearing Hill in his mind the burning of Mollo alive. Fora little while they, 
nnde refience! butalter their utmoft effort, having left nothing unattempted and 
findhi^ever^thin^ unliiccesfull, when they could find nothing m the breaftof 
I»a wSchmiEhfincouragpfiothfulliefs, they began to confider of their Eftate, 
j’ r a i r iy yielded With Gifts they make tryal of his Royal mind, they foliate 
him bv Promifes, and for thirty thoufand Marks of Gold, they purchafe their 
oZ q'uiS by his retreat. He Jvuig received ' 

Kpuilb men o returned home. But not onely they of Kent, but the lntiaoitants oi riait 
to buy peace. • • . , de ob j e & s of his hereditary hatred, all their Nobility being 

Wife after all his Earthly Triumphs he arrived atthe height of Glory and Per- 
Son asheetomtit. and went L Urn. wherehelived anddted asobfcurely as 

he had defired into.**, others write that T/W unwilling to 

of the Mem- ri f , Rattelata place called Wodensboorke or Wodensburge, the fame 

Sr’foSy 1 “e,dfo hand nearto ^in^feort^Dteof 
Wode > Huntingdon from what Authority we have not, affirms that they fought 
horribly on both fides, fo that it could not be known, on which the greater Num¬ 
ber of Men was toft. But Ina, if not Vigour, remained the Survivour, Ceolreddy- 

fflllilSPl 

smmmm 

countrey w« , received Cambria, Cor nubia, and (.with ner 

Englifi by b ] 0LK i an d flock of the Englijb, that is the race of th • Nobles anc j 
M "" 8 ' S ' Counts v^eh^airthewifcmen^i^HclCTS Md People of the whole Kingdom, and 
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that by Command of the aforefaid King Ina. Yet fome Englijb fetcht their Sect a 
Wives from the Bloud and Kind of the Angles of Germany, lome Englijb 
from the bloud and kind of the Scots, and almoft all the Scots from the bell bloud 
and flock of the Angles of Germany. So at that time throughout die whole King¬ 
dom of Britain , they were two in one flefh, arid fo did he conftitute right Wed¬ 
lock, deftroyed Fornication and Uncleannefs out of his Kingdom, ordaining right 
Judgment for the liability of his Kingdom^ the lengthening of his People, 
with a benign Induftry. And in this manner were they made one Nation and 
one People, by God’s mercy throughout the whole Kingdom of Britain. Then 
did all call that the Kingdom of the Englijb, which formerly had been called the 
Kingdom of Britain. 


24. All thefe People ever afterward for the Common Utility of the Crown of 
the Kingdom, flood unanimoufly together againft the Danes and Norwagians, 
fought moft fiercely againft them, and waged together moft cruel Wars. For, 
the aforefaid King Ina was an excellent Prince, bountiful], wife, prudent, mode¬ 
rate, flout, juft, courageous and a perfect Souldier, both as to time and place, in 
the Divine Laws, in lecular Affairs, in writings and performing of all good works 
very glorious. His Kingdom he governed, confblidated and held in peace by his 
great wifedom and prudence, and where the Cafe required by force and ftrength 
of hand. This is the fubftance of a great Council, confifting of fuch great Men 
as lately were mentioned, faid to be held by King Ina, a little after he had mar¬ 
ried Guala the Daughter of Cadwalader King of the Britains, with which Wife he 
obtained all Cambria, and the Crown of Cadwalader , found amongft the Laws 
of Edward the Confefiour. But notwithftanding the Authenticknels of the Laws 
among which it is found, there is no good Hiitorian that makes mention of any 
fuch Marriage of his with Guala, or any fuch occafionof the Origination of the 
Name oiWallia. Who the Englijb Saxons and Germans were wont to call Walls 
or Gualls, we have already fhewn. Neither had he any other Wife than Ethel- 
burk, a. Saxon not Britain, as her Name demonftrates, who at fuch time as he went 
poato fyme. to Rome turned Nun, and became afterwards Abbefs of Barking. After this he 
never ^ married, for they both continued in the monaftical kind of life till death 
concluded it. As for the time of this pretended Council and its Authority, we are 
full as much in the dark. Some report Cadwalader to have reigned onely three 
years, others five, and Geoffrey of Monmouth twelve, fo that when Ina Ihould have 
entred upon his Kingdom of Cambria is uncertain. Moreover he makes Ina the 
Nephew, Matthew of Wejlminjler, and H. Lbuyd the Son, and this Council 
the Son-in-Law of 1 Cadwalader. But the Britains having feigned Ceadwalla to be 
their King, could not make up the Romance without this ltory adjoined of Iris 
Succeflour. 


X S- Th® mo .ft n °ble part of Ina his A< 5 ts is yet behind, his Body of Laws which 
we mull refer till we come to fpeak of the Saxon Laws in general. He went not 
to Rome till he had provided himfelf and People of a Succeflour. This was one 
Whifsuc- ^^heard his^Kinfman, who though by the means of Ina, he firft obtained the 
ceffour. " Royalty, y et to confirm it was put to no little trouble- The firft that created him, 
Wno is tiif- tliis troubles was Ofwald the Son of <Me,tb'elbald King of the Mercians, to whom the 
Government ^ nna k g^ ve the Title of libeling, and fay that in the very year of ^tbelbeard’s 
by ofwald promotion they'fought, but as to the fuccefs they are filent, onely the year fol- 
aMercian. lowing they tell us of a Comet, which uffiered in the death of Ofwald in the 
fucceedirig year, a natural death for any thing that appears either from them 
or others. Malmesbury obfcrves that acheck by him was often given to the be¬ 
ginnings of v£thelheard, againft whom he ftirred up the People unto Rebellion. 
ThenevHT ^ ut not Iong after he bein g taken away by death, he writes that e /£,tbelheard held 
^K^om quietly for fourteen years, and fo-left it to Cutbrede his Kinfman. 
Cuthrede had grievous contefts with thellald King of the Mercians. It feems 
this Enmity was tod levere long to continue j for, two years after, the lame An¬ 
nals relate that *Atthelbald and Cuthrede fought jointly againft the Wellhmen, lb 
that their private Interefts and Grudges, at laft they fubmitted to publick Con¬ 
cernments. Here again the Annals are filent as to the Succels, but Huntingdon 
doubts not to aflign them a great Victory over an innumerable multitude of Bri- 
iains, ufing his ordinary way of exprefling the greatnefs of a Fight. The coura¬ 
ge 0 '-}? Kings and their molt famous Souldiers laid fo about them in their feve- 
ral Qparters, thatthe Britains not able to fuftain any more their violence, gave 
their Backs to the Smiters, and their Baggage to the Purfuers. Which Victory 
obtained thefe Princes returned home, where (no doubt) they were very joy¬ 
fully received. An 26. The 
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cvTT 2.6 The Succefs and Profperity of Cuthred , was three years after interrupted by 

a fad ’ Accident in his own Family. The Annals note onely, that Cynric the Ethe- Hep Rr 
I'm of the Weft Saxons, was (lain. Huntingdon fays he was his Son, terms him ofF^n 
the Glory of Arms, the deftroyer of wild Beafts; tender ini Age, but fmart in Cynprc 
martial matters, little in years, but great in vigour, who M prefling upon his 
own Succefles, and foliciting the fortune of War too much, his extravagance of 
mind, was punilhed by a death procured, by the mutiny ol his Souldiers. That Hep Cu- 
whofe Son he was his Son we may eaflly believe, from what the word Etheiing doth import, ppee Cy. 
Qnric was , ] t : t Droce eded from a Sedition of the Souldiers, that may as eaflly perfwade 5 e Ff 
SXr* us, which is mentioned in the Annals at:the fecond year after, that King Cuthred^K 
Souldiers. f oug h t w i t h that furious Captain ^tbelbun. Huntingdon it i his comment upon thus “ JJJ; 
w'ar'aroft 11 text, hath, this inlargement upon it, that having railed fedit-on againft his Lord, 

though as to the number of his Forces he was far inferiour to him, yet long and An . DCCL , 
refolutely did he maintain his rebellion: And when now Vidory feemed to in¬ 
cline to his fide, at length a wound infli&ed on his Body, and perjury in his mind 
procured the caufe of the King to triumph. But this Rebellion feems of no larger 
extent than to be contained within the bounds of a Civil War. It raifed no new 
one from without, this ^Ethelhun having no correfpondence with ^thelbald, that 
bv virtue of that Peace and Alliance formerly made betwixt the two Kings, now 
Ate.hid, again vanilhed into nothing. Butin the ftcond year after Ae Fjght with^rW- 
he conquers £ wc are told that Cuthred in the twelfth of his Reign, fought again with 
ISI thellald, at a place called Beorgfortla. IimtiM Copy hath it HmforJ, Aough 
mL«. Authours generally agree, it was Bedford where the Battel was fought. bet- 

bun he tells us being now reconciled to the King, was his Captain andCouncellour W ad v „. 
in this expedition. He then tells a long tale in Malted words concerning the Fight,^£f 
and how the King and Conful ( as he terms ;p*Mbm ) mewng came to a Angle 
Combat, which ended in theCowardde and Flight of t^thellati, who outlived 
not this defeat two years, being flain in another Battel fought agunft the Weft 
Saxons atSecandune, and buried at Refundune, as we have already in the.Hiftory 

°f his K^dom |f e ing difintangled from the attempts of Ethelbald, found himfelf 
Overthrows concerned to give a check to the Britains, who in vain refitting, the Conquerour 
the Brians. 0 f Ethellald loon ran away, and defervedly received a great Defeat, and Hunting¬ 
don tells us that without the leaft gro.und from tfle Annals, which are altogether 
filent as to the fuccefs. But two years after this they acquaint us with the News 
Di e S of the death of Cuthred after he had reigned feventeen years, together with the ' 

’ hert fuc . burnins of the City of Canterbury, and the fucceflion of Sigebert into the Kingdom An _ dccliii. 
S of the Weft Saxons, which he held for the fpace of one .year and no longer. 

Malmesbury writes that he feized upon the Kingdom, a Man of brutdh cruelty at 
home yet abroad infamous for his Cowardife. Therefore incurring the hatred oi 
all his Subjects they confpired againft him, and after a year depofedhim, caufing 
is very cruel him to give place to a better Man. But as commonly it happeneth in fuch cafes, 
and tyrannical. the g rea tnefs of his calamity reclaimed fome to pity towards him, by the valour 
of whom he preferved in obedience that Province called Hamptonfhire. But his 
Inclination (till prevailing againft his Succefs, as well as all Goodnefs and Juftice, 
having by putting to death one Cumbran, a Man that of ail others had been raoft 
faithfull to him, armed the reft of his Followers againft him, he was conftramed to 
betake himfelf to the Dens and lurking places of wild Beafts, whither misfortune 
dogsing him at the Heels, he was killed by an Herdfman. And fo the cruelty of 
the King, having almoft raged againft all the Nobility, was brought to an end bv 
a Man of the meaneft condition. Huntingdon calls lum the kiniman of Cuthred, 
by whofe fuccefs he became fo proud and iiifolent, that he became intolerable to 
his Subjects. He adds, agreeable to the Annals, that abufing them all manner ot 
wavs forcing the Laws to countenance his unjuft proceedings, or utterly avoiding 
Panto death them, one Cmlra his moll noble Conful, at the deftre of all the People: made 
his bdt friend lmown t h e Complaints of the Subjects to their cruel King. But ferioufly adviimg 
and fnbied. j ^ to vern more mildly, and laying afide his inhumanity, to render himfelf ac¬ 
ceptable to God and Man, he wickedly commanded him to be put to death, and, 
in a manner more cruel and intolerable than ever , encreafed his Tyranny. Re¬ 
maining incorrigible in thefehis outrageous proceedings, the Nobility and People 
aflembled together, and by a provident deliberation and unanimous content ot 
them all he was depofed, and Cymvulf a choice young Man of the Ro )’ al ™K 
u driven was ele&ed King in his ftead. Sigebert thus driven away, fled for fear of that he 

J«" the v V as confeious to himfelf he had deferved, into the great Wood of And red, where 
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And flain by (at a place called by the Annals truntesflodan) lie was killed by an Hogherd be- Sect c< 
a Hogherd. l on gi n g to C umbra, who thus revenged upon him his Mailer’s death. 

Cpmdf 28. Cymvulf began his Reign over all the Kingdom of the Weft Saxons except 
reigns. Hampfhire, which Sigebert poflefled for a little time till the death of Cumbra in the 
fifteenth year of Conflantinus Copronymus, Emperour, in the Reign of Pipin King of 
the Franks, the feventh of Edelbert or Ethelbert King of Kent, the eighteenth of 
Egbert or Eadbert King of the Northumbrians, toward the beginning of the Reign 
of Of a King of the Mercians, A. D. DCCLV. Malmesbury, in ftiort, fays he was 

• a Man famous both for the compofltion of his Morals, and his Martial Ads, be¬ 
ing in one onely Battel overthrown at Benfingtune, by Offa King of the Mercians, 
in the four and twentieth year of his Reign, after which lie wjis aftlided with ma¬ 
ny Ioffes, and went out of the World in a vile manner. Huntingdon from the 

Subdues the Annals writes of his being victorious over the Britains in many Batfels, whom 
Britains. having fubdued on all fides, he refolved to banifli Kineard the Brother of Sigebert, 
the Story whereof we have at large out of the Annals themfelves after this manner. 

About the one and thirtieth year from the firft beginning of his Reign he had a 
defire to expell out of the Kingdom a certain Etheiing called Cynekard, who was 
Brother to Sigebryht. The King having intelligence, that attended with a imall 
company of Men , he frequented the company of a certain Woman, at a place An iff 
called Merantune, rode thither himfelf, and tearebing about the Town, fome of dumaitffgem 
his Souldiers found out where the Etheiing lay. The King perceiving it, behaved 
himfelf in a manner unbecoming his Perlon, till he got fight of him, which done aKj».h.trdo 
is flain by c>»- he ruihed in upon him and wounded him fore. But all his Followers, together & 
ttfsi j| rotllcr ' with him, fell upon the King, arid fought with him till they had beaten him 0 ^ A T A ,in. 
lge m> down and killed him ; w’hich was done before the Souldiers that followed him 786. 
underftood perfectly where he was. His Guard at length perceiving a tumult in 
this Womans Houfe halted thither, every one as he was molt ready and could run 

• fafteft, to whom the Etheiing promifed Money and Pardon if they would fubmit 
unto him. But they utterly rejected his Offers, and fo' long fought with the Fol¬ 
lowers of Cyneheard till they were all killed, one certain Britain an Hollage excep¬ 
ted, who was moll grievoufly cut and hacked. By the Morning the news of the hu interpret 
King’s death was fled to a place not far off) where many more Attendants had ” htl .[Itexmm 
awaited his return, and with others Ofric and Wiverth, two Counts, hailed to fmbTcTJba 
the Houfe whence the Etheiing was not yet departed. The Doors were made fall ac hi ealie 
but they eaflly got in, which he perceiving began to parly with them, labouring la?5onbu- 
with great promifes to draw them off’from revenging their King’s death and to tananuni 
accept of himfelf under that Title and Capacity. But they flatly refufed to fell B i i y cCi r* 
their Mailer’s Bloud, and refolving neither to fpare him nor his Relations, for 

whom lie interceded, put them all to the Sword, except one Youth, to whom Ine mm imerpie- 
their Leader was Godfather, andfaved him upon that account, though grievoufly t f tur -. Qapm- 
wounded. But fuch was the end of Cymvulf after he had reigned one and thirty tpfimnceci- 
And buried at years: And his Body was buried at Winchejier. That of the Etheiing, who in a demur omni- 
Wincbcfter. jyf a j e line was defeended from Cerdic, was interred at Acrean. Minfler, not at Re- 

pandune, as the Monk of Malmesbury hath it out of a miftake of the Annals, which %ummlnet 
affirm not Cyneheard but Ethelbald King of the Mercians at this Repandune to have objesnifi apud 
been buried. ffJnJufin- 

After him 29. After Cymvulf s Death, Byrhtric was made King of the Weft Saxons, accor -teribant. 
Bjrbnic. c ]ing t0 t j ie pafli of Sr. Henry Sav'd, (which yet allot but twenty nine years to 
the Reign of Cymvulf) in the fourth year of the Emperour Conflantinus Torphyro- 
genitus, the twenty fifth of Alrkk King of Kent, and the feventh of Alfrnld King 
of the Northumbrians, A.D. DGCLXXXlV. He was, as Malmesbury deferibes 
him, a man more ftudious of Peace than War, ’being a very Artift in procuring 
Frieridfliip, pleafing Foreigners with Courtlhip, and Conniving at the faultsof his 
People in fuch things as did not hurt the Government. To obtain greater Reputa¬ 
tion amongft his Neighbours, he Married the Daughter of Offa King of the Merci¬ 
ans,, at that time the moll potent Prince, by which he had no lllue that can be 
known. Incouraged by this Alliance he drove Egbert into France, a young man, 
who alone furvived of alLthofe that were of the Royal Stock, and therefore was 
a Perfon dangerous to his Intereft. For both this Byrhtric and the other Kings 
which Reigned after Offa , though they bragged of their Pedigrees, being fuch as 
indeed did defeend from Cerdic,'jet were they defeended in a good dillance from 
the Royal Line. Egbert then being gone, he thought himfelf iccure, and that he 
might now take his eafe, when a Company of Danes accuftomed to live by Pira¬ 
tical Depredations, fecretly larding from three Ships,difturbed the Peace of his Pro- 
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Seel:, o. vince. This Company of men at this time came as Spies to difeover the fertility 
of the Soil and the valour of the Inhabitants, as afterwards was evident from the 
coming of that Multitude which overwhelmed in a manner all Britain. At this 
time healing upon the Ifland, this Kingdom being in profound peace and filence, 
they fuddenly fell upon a Royal Village adjoyning, and killed the Overfeer or 
Keeper, who came in to its relief; but the People gathering together they left their 
Booty, ran to their Ships and went their ways. 

t . 30. To this general account of the Monk, we may add from the Annals, that An - 787. 

b'ir°bh.i ugh- this Daughter of Offa he married, was by Name Eadburgh, a Woman too well 
ter'of Offa known, as we fhall fee hereafter. Egbert being defeended from Inegild , the Bro- Maimed .«/, 
King of the t herof Ina, gave in his Childhood pregnant proofs of much Wit and Courage, geflisifgm 
Mercians. t0 g et i ier w ith his defeent could not but excite great fear and jealoufie in A ”Z lorum > l n ~ 

Forces E 4 en Berhtric who refolved his death, and ftudied the beft manner to make him away, 
to fly ite Egbert having notice of and having good grounds to apprehend his purpofe, be- 
Kingdom. t00 ]j himlelf to Offa s Court, where he was no fooner come, Byrhtrics Arabafla- • 
dours were at the door, both requiring the Fugitive to be given up, for whom 
they offered a round fum of Money, and farther for a Confirmation of Frieridfhip 
betwixt the two Kings, defired Off as Daughter for a Wife for their Matter. 
Courtfhip effeding more with Offa than Threats and violence could procure, 

Egbert was forced once more to ihift for himfelf, and over he went into France, 
which thing in the opinion of our Authour, came to pafs by the Council 
of God, that being ordained for that Kingdom, he fhould receive his Inflituti- 
on from the Franks ■ a Nation which far exceeds (faith he) all thofe of the EJlcmmgns 
Wett, both in Adion and the pleafantnefs of their Converfation. This affront fatimvirim 
he made ufe of as a whetftone to rub off the ruft of idlenefs ; to lharpen his 0 Cmime 
wit, and to obtain fuch endowments as are quite contrary to Pagan Barbarifm. ™“™ e “ >,c r 
Byrhtric however rejoycedin his abfence, not caring what advantages ofedu- 
cation he might have, fo their Influence reached not him, nor his pofleflion of cikpmy. 
what at prefent he held, he was not far from envying his happinefs any where 
out of England , that he could have heartily wifhed him in Heaven it felf. The 
pleafing repofehe enjoyed was interrupted by the landing of Danes ; the firft 
that landed in an hoftile manner in Britain ;who flew theGovernour of thefeQuarters, 
the firft man of thofe many thoufands which afterward were butchered by that Sa¬ 
vage People. Yet though we hear nothing before of their landing,they from the time 
a Company of of Juftinian , and about the year of our LordDLXX begun to rove upon theCoafts 
pyrate* infeft 0 f Britain and Gall, and were by the Writers which penned in Latin the Hiftories 
the Land. f j ie name d Wiccingi , for that they pradized Piracy : For Wiccinga in the 

Saxon Tongue (ysAlfria witnefleth) fignifieth a Pyrat that runneth from Creek 
to Creek: Alfo Pagans or Painims, becaufe as yet they were not Chriftians : 

But the Angles themfelves in their Language termed them Derufcan , and oftentimes 
Heathonmon or Ethnicks. 

31. The Officer that went to oppofe them, and in his attempt periihed, by 
(a) fomeof our Authours is called Villicus from that Villa or Town which they Mtlmk 
And kill the write that thefe Danes attacked. By (b) others Preepofitus Regis , which fuitsbet- degefi. 4* 
King’s Officer, ter with the word £epepa,by which the (r) Annals do Name him. They affirm,that ^ ^ 
not knowing what they were he would have brought them to the Town of the ug. d An. 
King, which fome interpret Dorchefter, and farther fay, that he being the King’s 
Cuitomer there, fuppofed them Foreign Merchants, and riding to them com- 2 ,^'4 
manded them to come and give account of their Lading at the Cuftome-houfe; Howdm An¬ 
hui they fliewed him no other Merchandize than the Steel of their Sword, where- 
with they flew him and all that came with him, as an Earneft of the many Mur- ftormim 
thers, Rapines and Hoftilities, which afterward they committed throughout the Mgorn.d 
The firft Da. whole Ifland. But of this firtt Danijb Invafion the Danijh Hiftory of Pontanus far fVJ" 
invafion. ot ] ie rwife relates, as if their Landing had been at the mouth of Humber, and their {j. 6 |j Um 
Depredations far into the Countrey adjoyning, whence they were repulfed by the Q omon 
furprizedTnhabitants back to their Ships: What was the reafon,by wfjat authority aper e 
they came there is no mention made, and the thing is the more ftrangfc becaufe Si- HI jopi 
gebert it makes then to have been King, a man who more ftudied his own peace *] Sarep- 
and quiet than the moleftation of his Neighbours. And indeed nor onely from the Fpa^ap- 

*1 hi r°l fce 

'opypan tcfSjer Cyninre; tune $yhe nirte hpathy payion. ■] hinernon Oflrloh. j> payion ta spepcan 
ycijiu Dsnij-cpa monna' fee Ansel Cynnejr lonb jejohroni. An. DCCLXXXVII. 

1. . DaniffP 
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Chap. II. Contemp. with the Couftantinop. Rom . Emp. Byrhtric. 

Danijh Hiftory, but fome Writers oi our own, we are apt to believe that the firft Sect. o. 
intended Invafion of that People with intention to rifle and pillage the Countrey, 
was in the Northern parts about Humber ; and thofe that landed here in the third 
year of Byrhtric , were but fome Rovers or Pirates at Sea, who, as we now faid, 
were wont to infeft the Seas of Britain and Gall, and by chance, or diftrelled by 
Weather, came on the Weftern Ihoar; pofiibly alfo with a defire of fpying the 
Countrey. This we are induced to think from a Story or two we find in the Chro¬ 
nicle of John Brompton , which fettingforththeCaufes of their firft Hoftile Invafion 
here we think fit to recite in this place, though the thing happened a good while 


a ^3i. At that time (viz. in the days of Ethelwolfe King of England, the Son of chronic. Job. 
An Account of jtqbert and oi Charles the Bald) one Ofbritb was King of Northumberland, who 
Sri? on a day going to take his pleafure in a Wood, as he returned .went privately to 
tain. the Houfe of one of his Noblemen Bruern Bocard by Name to refrelh lnmlelf; 

Bruern knowing nothing of the King’s coming, was gone to the Sea fide to make 
fure the Shoar and Havens, according to his Cuftome, againft Thieves and Pirates. 

But his Wife a Woman of great Beauty entertained the King at Dinner very fplen- 
didly. The King having Dined took her by the-hand and led her to his Cham¬ 
ber, telling her he mult fpeak witli her in private, and there removing all out of 
the way but fuch as were privy to his fecretCourfes, by force and violence he lay 
with her. Having had his will he fpeedily got him back to Pork. She lamented 
and mourned, fo that her Vifage was much altered, which caufed her Husband at 
his return to ask thecaufe of 16 fudden a Change and of her unaccuftomed fad- 
nefs. She told him the whole matter in order how the King had forced her, which 
haying heard he comforted her, bidding her not afflicft her felf, forafmuch as lhe 
was not able to refift a man fo'ftrong, alluring her that becaufe ilie had told him 
the truth he would love her no lefs than he had done, and if God gave him leave 
he would avenge both himfelf and her upon him that had committed the Crime. 

Then did this Bruern being a Man both Noble and Powerfully defeended of great 
Parentage, call his Kindred together, to whom he revealed the Affront put upon 
him, and his Intention of a fpeedy Revenge, to which they confenting and ap¬ 
proving his purpofe, with them he took Horfe and rode to Pork. The King upon 
fight of him called him to him very civilly, but he with his Relations at Iiis back 
defied him, renouncing his Homage and Fidelity, giving up his Land and whatfo- 
ever he held of him. This faid, without any more words he withdrew, making no 


fray at all at Court. 

33. His Friends confenting fpeedily he went over into Danemark, where to the 
King of the Danes he made a great complaint of the Affront offered to him and his 
Wife by Ofbritb, defiring his lpeedy relief and fupply to put .him into a Capacity 
to revenge himfelf. Hereat Codrinus the King and his Danes conceived very great 
joy, having now fome reafon to induce them to fubdue the Englijh. To revenge 
the injury offered to Bruern, who was defeended of his bloud, he fpeedily prepared 
a great Army, over Which he made Captains two Brothers called Inguar and Hubbe 
moll valiant Souldiers, and to them he gave a Navy furnillied with all neceffaries 
to tranfport an innumerable Company of men. Thefe Adventurers landing in the 
Northern Parts, and taking their way through Holdernefs, deftroyed all the Towns 
with their Inhabitants; and coming to Pork provoked Ofbritb to come out and 
fight. He accordingly iflued forth with an Army fuch as it was, and fighting was 
flain with his Followers; after which they took the City and therein remained. 
Andfo (faith our Authour) the Danes for the caufe aforefaid firft in an Hoftile 
manner invaded England. But at this, time there was another King in Northumber- 
/<?»</called Ella , who was promoted to that Dignity by the Friends and Relations of 
Bruern , becaufe for the affront offered to him by Ofbritb, they would have no 


more to doe with, that lafeivious Prince. This Ella going out on a time to Hunt, 
■when his iport was over fate down to Dinner, and as he was eating applauded 
himfelf for the good luck they had had that day, reckoning up what Deer they had 
killed. One came juft in at thefe words and told him, though he had got fo.much 
that way, yet he had loft an hundred times as much another; for the Danes (feith 
he) have taken Pork, flain Ofbritb, and now are invading your Countrey to de¬ 
prive you of it. Ella hearing this got his men together, and hafted to Pork there 
to deftroy the Danes, but they having notice came out, and not far from the City 
gave him Battel, wherein they killed.him and a very great multitude of his Soul¬ 
diers, in a place ftill called Ellefcroft from this occafion. Farther, it is reported 
that the late mentioned Brothers Inguar and Hubbe. invaded England in an Hoftile 


manner 
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c f ,„o. manner, riot onely for the reafon nowalledged, but especially to deftroy St .£*/- 
mund who then Reigned in Eaft England, and was falfly accufed of having killed 
their Father. For of the caufe of their coming we reade in the Book called Flores 
Hiftoriarum after this manner. 

The Reafon 34 .1n the Kingdom of the Danes there was one Lothebroc,who bang defended of 

of iiign.v and Royal Family, by his Wife had two Sons Inguar and Hubbe. This man going 
j*± alone into a Boat withanHawk on his fill in the lflands adjoyning to feek for Game 

was feed by a fudden and violent Temped, toffed hither and thither for fevera 
tJin. d ays together in the depth of the Sea, which having eroded amid ten thouiand 
dangers; at length he was caft upon the Province of the Eaftern Englijh called 
Northfolk, and landed at a Village which had the Name of Rodham. Being 
found alone with his Hawk, he is prefented to Edmund the King, and being kindly 
received for the comlinefs of his Perfon continued in his Court, told the King the 
" tale of his ftrange fortune, and often went out into the Field for his Recreation 
with Bern the King’s Huntfman,being extraordinarily dextrous both in Hunting and 
Fowling as opportunity ferved. For this reafon the King’s Huntlman greatly en¬ 
vied him, and as they two Hunted together fecretly murthered him and hid his 
Body in a thick Wood. Now Lothebroc kept a certain Greyhound, which was 
exceedingly fond of him, and the Huntfman being gone with the reft of the Dogs 
ftaid there alone by his Lord’s Body. On the Morrow when the King asked for 
Lothebroc, Bern anfwered, that the day before he ftaid m the Wood, and fmcethat 
he had not feen him. But fee, the Greyhound comes to the Court, and fawning 
upon the King as well as others, as foon as he had filled his Belly again departed. 
Doing this often he was dogged to the place by thofe who found out the Body 
and brought the Relation to the King. The matter being examined and found out, 
the Huntlman is fentenced to be put into the Boat of Lothebroc without any Oats 
or Tackling, in which after a few days 0 *ely the Boat knew the way) he was 
caft upon Denmark, where brought to Lothebroc his Sonsand examined by torture 
what was become of their Father, whofeBoat they fufficiently knew, he affirmed 
that by Edmund King of the Eaft Angles he was difeovered and killed by his 

Command. g ^ a Nayy an j unc j er Conduft of Bern pafs into England, 

where landing in the Northern parts as was faid before, they harafs gnevoufly 
the whole Province of the Northumbrians , and having brought it to their beck. 
Inguar quits his Company, and with a great Fleet fails to a City ofEaft .England 
where St. Edmund Reigned, which having entred he burnt and killed both Uld 
and Young as he met them in the Streets. When he was wearied with killing, 
certain poor People whom he thought below his Anger, he called to hun, and ve¬ 
ry diligently inquired where Edmund their King at that time refided. He had heard 
lie was in the flower of his Age, very ftrong and Martial every way, and therefore 
he halted to kill all he could find in any place, left their King lhould make too 
ftrenuous an oppofition, who at that time lived far off from the City in a Village, 
in their Language called Eglejdon or Halefdon, but now Horne. writes) by 
which Name the neighbouring Wood was alfo called. For that Nation of Danes 
and Alamans was wont never in open Field to ingage with an Eneipy, except he 
was before that intrapped with Snares: Therefore fent he a trufty MefTenger be¬ 
fore to efpy out where the King was, fignifying that he himfelf would as conve¬ 
nience offered it felf follow after. The MefTenger coming to the King delivered 
his Meflage after this manner. Inguar the moft Invincible King both by Land and 
Sea , my redoubted Lord having conquered feveral Countries, and Landed in this m t 
.many Ships is refolved here to Winter ; and commands thee to give him the half of thy 
Treafure and Riches, by which means under him thou maift pojftbly Reign • but in cafe 
thou defpifeft his Power fupported byfo many Legions, thoufhalt be judged both Mr 

worthy thy Life and a Kingdom. The King lighed having heard^ the MefTag^ and 

calling to him one of his Bifhops, who was Secretary, asked his Advice what to 
anfwer. He being concerned for the King’s Life, by many Examples exhorted 1 bm 
to comply with the Pagan. The King for a while was filent, then anfwered the 
MefTenger after this manner: Return thy Mafter fpeedily this Anfwer: Know that 
for the love of a Temporal life , Edmund a Chriflian Kingwill not fubjetl himfelf 
a Pagan Captain, except he firft become a Chriftian .The King had fcarcelyjard Jo 
muck and the Souldier gone out of the Houfe when Wmethmi and^wnud 
ed him to give him in lhort an account of what he faid.^ .He declaring what-ins 
anfwer' was, The Tyrant commanded all the KingsHoufhoId to be dilperfed, an 
he himfelf alone to be laid hold on and fecured. uC 
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3 6. But fome Hiftoriographers relate, that the Danes pafling through Norfolk as Sed. 9. 
fat as Thetford, there Hrft found St. Edniitnd King of Eaft England, who as it’s 
faid, got an Army together and fought with them. But the Danes prevailing he 
Bed after the flaughter of almoft all his men to the Caftle of Halefdon, whi¬ 
ther they fpeedily purfued him and the firft mail they met was he himfelf, not far 
from the Caftle, w'herethey asked him how they might find out King Edmund. 

He, as if he had not been.the Perfon, told them, When I was in the Caftle he wv, there , 
and when I came out he departed, and whether he fhall efcape your hands God knoweth. 

Then the Danes hearing him mention the Name of God knew him to be the King, 
and leading him back to the Caftle in his own Palace he was bound and led be¬ 
fore the Impious Judge, mocked and cruelly beaten. Then brought they him to 
a Tree near at hand, to which making him faft they ufed him as a Mark to ihoot 
againft in fport, and wounded him in that manner, through the whole Body, with 
the thick fliower of their Arrows making Wound upon Wound, while one Shaft 
drove out another. But Inguar perceiving that by no means could his Faith or 
Conftancy be overcome, he commanded the Hangman to cut off his Head, which 
was done with one ftroak as he prayed, on the nineteenth of November in the year 
of our Lord DCCCLXVI according to fome, and according to others DCCCLXX, 

The Danes leaving his Body in the place, carried his Head into the Wood called' 

Eglefdon or Halefdon, and caft it among the thick Brambles, on purpofe that be¬ 
ing found it might not be committed together with the Body to Chriftian Burial. 

But how this Head crying out it felf Here, here , here, when they fought for it 
was found, and how bellowed, it’s not proper for us here to relate. We onely give 
the Reader what Account we can of the firft coming of the Danes into thelfland, 
and that the firft of thefe Stories concerning the Incontinency odOfbrith, and what 
followed thereupon, may not feem altogether improbable let him remember what 
we have faid in our Hiftory of Spain concerning the firft Invafionof the Moors in 
that Countrey. Nothing is more certain than this that Sin foreruns punilhment, ,, 
Vice and Debauchery enervate a People, and prepare a Nation for Ruine and De- ‘ y 
ftrudion. This farther obferve, that our Writers call thefe Danes fometimes Dani, 
otherwhiles Daci. Some of them write of them as feveral Nations, which from tempmbm 
the beginning of Ethelwulfe’s Reign till the coming of William the Norman afflidted omnipotent 
the Land, though they commonly be known by that one of Danes. In the Chro- ^"""^ 
nicle of John Brompton they are thus marlhalled: The Danes with the Goths , the M immifit 
Norwegians with the Swedes, the Wandals with the Frifians. Neighbours to the 
Saxons, Angles and Jutes, if not of the fame Original, as the Reader by confider- ce [J ne "j^jp 
. ing the places whence they all came may eafily find. £>* c ° s nrh 

The time of 37 * To return to Byrhtric, in whofe third year, the firft landing of the Danes * 

the firft Arri- happened, we have little elfe to obferve during his Reign, than that fiery Dragons CU m smtbe- 
&ww. the were ^ een fly^g i 11 the Air, which afterwards were interpreted as forerunners of jis, Wanda- 
two grievous forts of mifcheifSjWz. a great Famine, and the Pagan Nation of the)?' 

Danes, and Norwegians, which as Huntingdon writes in the tenth year of Byrhtric, or dio rC g„j 
firft miferably wafted the Parts lying North of Humber, and then cruelly de-Aj t ufy ad 
ftroyed the Churches of Ohrift in the Province of Lindisfarne, together with the wiuieimi du- 
Inhabitants, on the Ides of January. In the meanwhile, Eadburg the Daughter cu Norman- 
■ of Off a, and Wife to Byrhtric , behaved her felf in a moft infolent manner toward 
her Husband’s Subjects, coveting to a 61 like her Father,, and incurring the indig- 4W ' 
nation and hatred of all Souldiers, Magiftrates, and the whole People. AH Re- 
The cruelty ligious Perfons Ihe backbited to the King, and got fuch an hand over him, that 
e A™ the° f e ith er bewitched by her flatteries, or wearied with her importunities, fuch as ihe 
King’s Wife, accufed were deprived either of Life, or baniihed them his Dominions ,* but in cafe 
ilie could not prevail fo far, they would difpatch them with Poyfon. At this time 
Who at iaft t ^ lere was a certa hi young Man, Noble and Rich, and in great favour with Byrh- 
poyfom her trie , whom not able to undermine in that former way, fee refolved to poyfon.- 
Husband. Her defign took effedt upon him, and on him whom ihe never intended, the King 
himfelf, who by accident tailed of the deadly Cup. The King being dead, out of 
fear of being called to account for her Villanies, ihe fled with great Treafures irf- 
. to France, and prefented her felf with great gifts to Charles the Great. He, whe¬ 
ther taken with her Beauty, or with a defign to try her, bid her chufe either him 
“ or his Son that flood by him, whether of them ihe would for her Husband; ihe 
“ anfwered fuddenly arid plainly, that if Ihe might chufe, ihe had rather have 
“ the Son than the Father, as being far the younger of the two. The King repli- 
“ ed, that had ihe chofen himfelf, ihe ihould have had his Son; but becaufe his 
‘‘ Son file had chofen; ihe lhould ha\ e neithfer the one nor the other. But he 
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c P .q. “ thought aMonaftery the place fitteft for her, there to bewail her heinous fms; 

in which having aflumed the religious habit, Ihe hypocritically fpent a few years,* 
for as Ihe lived wickedly in her own Countrey, fo rather more wretchedly did Ihe 
behave her felf there, under the cover of a Veil. Being on a time as was ex- 
petted, and thought bufie at her devotions, Ihe was bufie at another kind of 
. work with a mean fellow of her own Nation, which coming to light, Charles 

a B miS t0 caufed her to bethruft out of the Monaftery, though extremely againft her mind 

end and liking. The remainder of her days Ihe fpent m want mifery and dif- 

grace, with one pitifull Servant, begging her bread from Houfe to Houfe, Town 
to Town, and City to City, till at laft Ihe miferably died at Pavia. 

28. But Byrhtric being dead, after he had Reigned fixteen years, all mens eyes 

E4en re- were fixed upon Egbert the Exile, and by many Meflengers having recalled him , Sam An- 
call'd, and . they admitted him unanimoufly for their King, in the third yraroi the Reign of »« • 
made King. the E mpre f s i rate m uch about the fame time that Charles the Great received the 1 I**- 
Title of Emperour in the Weft, ifi the fourth of Cuthred King of Kent, and the 
fourth of Cenulf King'of the Mercians, A. D. DCCC. He fo well at the firft un- 
derftood his Intereft, as to fettleand eftabliih his Kingdom at home m the love and 
alfettion of his Subjetts. It then being time to look about him, 1the firft tryalot 

Overthrow, his Martial Condutt was againft the Britain^ of^whom, firft he fubdued them 
the Britain; that habited Cornwall, and then made thofe Tributaries, as Malmesbury exprel- 
SfSS? fethit, who live North of them, being feparated from the other by an Arme pf 
the Sea, meaning thofe who live beyond the River Severn, and m thofe Parts we 
now call Wales. His fuccels was fuch, as thereby his Neighbours were very much 
flartled, as jealous whither his Power would grow. King of the Merct- 

a,i S , was the firft that really concerned himfell, and thinking it a matter of glory 
by his courage and refolution, to remove the fears of others, was refolved to 
quarrel with him, and proceeding to a War they met and fought at a place cal- 
Subdue, the led Ellandme, 0 f which we have already fpoken. Egbert elevated by this Vic- 
T ws ‘ tory, and founding hopes upon the fame grounds, his Neighbours^ had done their 
fears whUe the lame of his late fuccefs was yet frefh, lent Ethelwolf his Son, 

Ealhflan his Bilhop f of Sherlurn') and Wulfheard his General with a great Army 
into Kent, to conquer that Province, which he thought was eafie to be done at 
this time, when the Inhabitants thereof were by lazineft rendred unfit for War, 

Conquer, the an d his very Name would ftrike a Terrour into them. They that were feht, lire* 

Eaft Angles. nuoufly executed his commands, and palling over all the Countrey, found their 
work more eafie than they could imagine; for havmg (hivenoutfi^theKing 
• beyond the Thames, they fubdued Kent, Surry the Southern. am 3 Ithe Eaftern^*- 
ons. And the fame year the King and Peop e of EaftA^W, for fear of the 
Mercians , fubmitted themfelves to his Vaflallage and Protettiom As for the 
times of thefe Vittories, Malmesbury placeth that agamft Bernulf at the fifth 
year of his Reign, though the Annals fet i,t at a far greater diftance, and place 
thofe other Conquefts with the fubmiflion of Eaft England, m one and thefame ^ ccxm 
year, which h« prefent Copy fpeaks of, as haying happened in the tweqfy fourth 
of his Reign. Neither were thefe all his exploits of this year, as fome interpret 
the Annals. For he fought againft the Devonjhire Weljh, they fay, at a place cal¬ 
led Gafulford, now Camelford; there where will have famous Arthur to 

have been fkin, not far from TindagiumotjTindagel, his imtive place upon the 
Sea ftore. Indeed Marmm writes, that » the place the 

fousht a bloudy BatteL, in the year of our Lord, D.CCCXX. But the Annals ^ 
fpeak onely of a fight of. Weljh, and thofe whom they call Dena at Gafulford .^ ^ 
not fpeaking of Egbert being concerned in the Battel, 

29, The Eaft Angles having fubmittpd themfelves to Egbert, never left offitill ylcongeajie 
they had {kin Bernulf and Ludecan the Mercian Kings, who never could reft iroip <*<?• 

. troubling their Neighbours. Their Succeflouri Withlaf he firft drove from_h£ 
Kingdom, then afterwards was received and fullered to Reign as a tnbutaryV - fla 
fal. The fame year that Egbert fubdued the Kingdom of the Mercians, the M Tin ^ P 
was Eclipfed on Chrifimas day, at night, and he led an Army into againft the 
The Nortbum- Northumbrians; who fubmitted themfelves with fuch humility, tbatthey pa tw pinrjier 
brians fubmic lovingly without a ftroke; for fearing his difpleafqre of a loiig ftpiec^ceivea fflar] - r enih5 
Bhta - ^Ehem, they gave dp holteges or fomeothcr fcurityfortoW^ ^ 
a, r,rinr,. oil nhedient deportment. Having now reduced oXt Britain to obedience, aM therett 
Bmainsto 0 f his Life, P faith Malmesbury, for nine years together he livedintranqmjh^ 
obedience. onely that t0W ard the latter end of his Reign, a Company of Damjh 

ding in his Countrey, grievoufly difturbed the Peace of his Domiwops. Such « 


-- the incertainty incident to humane Affairs; that he who firft ruled over all the Sect. 9. 

Enzlifh Ihould have little caufe to rejoyce in the obedience of thofe of his own 
bloud, being difturbed by a Foreign Enemy, whofe violence extended not onely 
to himfelf but his SuccefTours, without intermiffiori. When he led his Englijh 
Forces againft them, as if Fortune was tyed to certain Rules and Methods, Ihe 
did not court him in the ufual manner, but feemed to be taken with new Faces. 

For when he little doubted of the Vittory which had inclined to him the greater 
part of the day, he loft the Garland when the .Sun went down, though by the 
darknefs of the night, he covered the fhame of being beaten. In the following 
Battel with an inconfiderable number he put to flight a great multitude. At laft, 
having Reigned thirty feven years, and feven months, he died and was buried at 
Winchefter, leaving to his Son great opportunities whence to raife him Glory, and 
preditting his happinefs, in cafe what he had obtained by mduftry, he loft not by 
lazinefs, too familiar to that Nation. 

40 .But to be more particular than the Monk, the Annals figmfy that the Heathen 
The Danes men, fo they call the Danes, wafted Sceapige, and the lollowing y ear that Egbert fought 

, againft thirty five Ships of Pirates, at a place called Carrum wherewasmade a great h ^ 
worft Egbert. fl ° ughl;ero f " men . That the Danes remained Maftcrsof the FieldI: that Hereferth and gc ; a ° 15e . 
Wizen two Bilhops, were (lain, and moreover died two great Officers ( Ealdormen ) 

Dudda and Ofmod. The defeat was received near Carr, a River in Dorfetjhire, whereon 
ftandeth a Town called Carmouth, juft as it difehargeth it felf into the Sea, lucky 
to the Danes, who here not onely had the better of Egbert in a Sea fight, but 
eight years after King Ethelwolfe his Son. And this was the onely check we reade 
of that ever Egbert received in his fortune, for the Annals tell us, that the very . 

But arriving next year a great Navy of Danes arrived at Weft Wales or Cornwall, and joyning f" n Dc _™' 
Ms, they with the inhabitants marched againft Egbert ; notice whereof was fpeedily brought 
feated by Eg- to him, and as fpeedily as he could he met them with an Army at Hengeftdune, yh ‘ ejie ' n 
bm King of w here he gave them Battel, and defeated as .well the one as the other. The Da- jer c pealar- 
Eiknl nifh Annals themfelves of thefe Invafions make mention, but whether out of their *5 hi coa- 
own Records or ours may be juftly doubted, for as to thofe times they are much numsecyp- 
in the dark; little have they but fabulous or uncertain, which is the reafon we £ on 
cannot give either theirs or the Hiftory of their .neighbouring Northern Nations a 
part or Ihare in this prefent work. As for Egbert, as if he had now done enough 
to prevent any more misfortunes wjjich might blurr the lullre of his former At- nen&e j 4 - 
chievements, he died the following year; a great man, whofe fortune fo concurred p 0D ^Sahc-j; 
with his Abilities, that he arrived at the Monarchy of the Englijh Nation. For fo hyp&e 3 
now we muft call it by his order and appointment, who having conquered already mi& pyp&e 
four of the other fix Kingdoms, and fwallowed up the other two alfo in hope, to F e P&& 1 
the end that they which were fubdued and reduced to the Rule of one Prince, ““ r‘> F e - 
might be conjoynedlikewifein one Name, commanded by an Editt or Proclama- 
Heftyies the -tion, that the whole Heptarchy Ihould be called tnglelont', or England, where- J 
2c°hybv e ?he upon it got in Latin theName of Anglia, taking its denomination from the F iy m ^ ge . 
Nameof£«£- Angles, (though he himfelf .was King of the Weft Saxons, and Conquerours are Repealer 
hnl wont to impoie their own Names) as being of the three Nations moft in number, ge^a&emj-- 

and of greateft power. For they poflefied the Kingdoms of Northumberland and canj. 
Mercia, very great and large Countries, together with Eaft England: Whereas 
the Pofterity of the Jutes held onely Kent, or with it thfe Ille of Wight: The Sax¬ 
ons, Eafifex, Southfex and Weftfex, a fmall parcel indeed if compared with the 
fpacious Territories of the Angles. 

41. Such was the importance of this Confideration, that even long before tills ^ 
they were generally and throughout called Englijh , and in their own Language Gentis Anglo- 
Englatheod, Anglcynne, Englcynn, and Englifcmon: Albeit every Kingdom had a™” Eccieju- 
particular Name of its own. This appears fufficiently out of other Authours, Jjjjf 

efpecially Bede who intituled his Hiftory The (a) Eccleftajlical Hiftory of the En- ram, libentif- 
glijh Nation ,a Name fufficiently known to the Learned and bell Intelligent Perfons, 
although King Alfred tranflating the faid Hiftory for the underftanding of the an h 
meaner and general fort added to it the word (f) Saxon. Nay, during the Hep- (b) Icyeren- 
tarchy, thefe Princes that bore fway over the reft were ftiled Gentis Anglorum Re- eef rfejl 
That of Bri- & es > or Kings of the Englijh Nation. Now lay the Name of Britain forgotten and f ic ni ' 
tain being quite out ot ufe among the Inhabitants of the Illand, remaining onely in Books, F an aypat 
laid afide. an d not taken up in common Speech; infomuch, that any other word would ~f ode 
down rather than it. Boniface the Bilhop of Mentz defeended of this Nation, cal- J, um 
led this his Countrey by the Name of Saxony beyond the Sea. Yet did Eadred a- 
bout the Year of our Lord DCCCCXLVIII ufe in fome Charters and Patents the 

B b z £ Name 
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Sed. I o. Name and Title of King of Great Britain; and Edgar about the Year DCCCCLXX 
aflumed this Title, The Monarch of all Alhion. But not onely the Name of Bri¬ 
tain, but of Saxons alfowas laid afleepj as to the Englijh themfelves who thence¬ 
forth called themfelvesno more by it. We lay as to themfelves: It was in their 
power to call themfelves Englifb , but not to procure all their Neighbours to doe the 
like. For as we have formerly hinted the Britains of Wales and Cornwall, knowing 
them firft by that of Saxons, and having fuch fmarting caufes never to forget their 
firft coming into the Illand, it foftuck with them, that they never took any no¬ 
tice of the change, neither at this very day in their Language do it. They term 
us not Englifkmen but Saifons , and our Language Saifonaeg. And not onely they 
but the Scots, which ftill retain the true ancient Scotch or Irifh Tongue, and the 
Irifh themfelves write us Saxonach in their Orthography, but pronounce us Safo- 
mgh. For as well the Irifh Language as the Weljb even to this very day is utterly 
unacquainted with the Names of England and of Englifhmen. 


SECT. X. 

The Monarchy of the Englijh Saxons in Britain, from 
the Death of Egbert, to the Monarchy of the Danes 
in Britain. 


The f "pace of One Hundred and Eighty Tears. 

* 

It '-JpO Egbert fucceeded his Son Ethelwulfe (otherwife called Adelmlfe, Athe- 
Ethelwulfe ' X ^olf, Athulf, Edulf and Edwolf, J in the eighth year of Theophilus 
die King. Emperour of the Eaft ; the twenty fourth of Ludovicus Pius Emperour of the Wed, 

the twelfth of Withlaf or Wiglaf King of the Mercians, the fifteenth Indi&ion, 

A. D. DCGCXXXVn. Malmesbury writes, that he Reigned twenty years and Degip Jfo 
five Months, a Man of % mild Difpofition, whochofe rather to live quietly than 
to rule over many Provincesj for contenting himfelf with the Well Saxon King- ‘ ‘ ' 

domthe Inheritance of his Anceftours, the other Appendices (as he calls them) 
which his Father had fubdued, he bellowed upon his Son Ethelftan, who died, 

Aflifts the when and how is utterly uncertain. Burthred King of the Mercians he aflifted 
with his Forces againll the Britains, and not a little graced him by the Marriage 
S of his Daughter. ’ The Danijh Pirates who llragled through the whole Illand, 
and by their fudden Inrodes infefted all the Sea Coafts, he not once put to flight 
himfelf, or by his Captains; although, according to the chance of War, he re¬ 
ceived very frequent and heavy Idles from them, the City of London and all Kent 
Reftrains the in a manner being laid waite by them. The greatell help againll them was the 
fury of the A&ivity of his Counfellours, who took fuch order, that the Enemy never adtd 
Danes by ad- an y Hollility, but was one way or other chaltized for it. For he had two moll 
CouSourT excellent Prelates in his time: Swithin of Winchefter and Alftan of Shirelurn, who 
knowing the King to be dull and heavy, by their often . Admonitions and Inltrufti- 
ons, ftill excited him to the difcharge of his Royal Duty. Swithin delpifing Tem¬ 
poral things inftru&ed his Sovereign in Matters Celeftial. Alftan concluding that 
Civil Affairs were not to be negle&ed, animated him againll the Danes, bothfur- 
nifting the Treafury with Money and taking care tor the raifing of Armies. Such 
as reade the Annals fliall find many things both feduioufiy began and happily 
brought to conclufion by him. By thefe two Ethelwolfe being fupported, took 
good care for Foreign matters, and negleded not his Domefhcic bulinefs. After 
his Triumphs over his Enemies he turned himfelf to thefervice of God, to .whole 
Servants he granted the Tenths of all the Hides within his Kingdom, free from all 
I Duties 
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Duties and Moleftations. But this is but a fmall matter faith the Monk. Having Sect, i o 
Goe» to Korn taken order for his matters at home he went to Rome, where to Saint Peter he oi- 
paying Peter f e redthat Tribute which England pays at this very day, in the prefence of Pope 
p«> ce - Leo the Fourth, who had honourably received Elfrede his Son formerly fent to 
him, and had anointed him King. Having there made a ftay of a whole year he 
repaired the School of the Englijh, which as was reported, being firft founded by 
On hi* return °ff a King of-the Mercians, was burned the year after. Thence returning home 
aiarrie*. thorough France, he there Married Judith the Daughter of Charles, King of that 
Nation, firnamed the Bald. 

z. At his return he found, what he never fufpe<fted, that he had incurred the 
difpleafure of fome about him. For Ethel bald his own Son, Alftan the Biihop 
WsSonandV of Shirelurn, and Enulph Earl or Count of - Somerjetjbire confpired together to 
thers confpire depofe him; yet upon better advice it was agreed that the Kingdom Ihould be di- 
io depofe him. vided betwixt Father and Son. However the Partition was very unequal, his Ad- 
^ verfaries prevailed that the Weftern part of the Countrey, being far the better, 

Ihould be allotted to his Son, and the Eaftern left to him, who yet lnewed fuch in¬ 
credible goodnefs, that out of hatred to ftrife and contention, he patiently yielded 
to his Son, and gently reprefied the People, which concerned for his Honour and 
account hat ^S n hy> were already aflembled to aflert them. All this ftir was raifed about his 

accoun ■ Wife being a ftranger, yet entertained he her with great refped, and placed her 

on his Throne, contrary to the cuftome of the Weil Saxons. For * out of hatred * Gens nAm _ 
to the wicked Pra&ices of Eadburgh Daughter to Off a King of the Mercians and que Occident a- 
Wifeto Byrhtric, and they neither fufFered the Wives of their Kings to fit b yimmSa^mum 
their Husbands, nor fo much as to have the honour of being called Queens. tl%gmfidf- 
Such was the Decree they made to prevent fuch mifehiefs for the time to come, re non patuf. 
Afterwards but he out of his kindneis to Judith now repeal’d it. A few Months before his ff' 

he makes his Death he made his Teftament, whereby after the Divifion of his Kingdom betwixt fa™™feF" 

’ 11 his two Sons Ethelbald and Ethelbirth , he affigned a Portion to his Daughter, and conju- 
for ever in every tenth Hide of his Inheritance, he commanded that a Poor man f TJTcmtlo- 
fhould be fed and clad- as alfo every year three hundred-Marks of Gold to be lerjiam imb 
fent to Rome, whereof one hundred to be conferred on St. Peter, another upon iufuuum ; * 
St. Paul to find them with Lights, and an hundred as a Prelent given to the Bi- fades T.tk- 
Aud dies. Ihop. He lived two years after his return from Rome, and then dying was buried vela ejufdem 
in the Bifhop’s Church at f Winchefter. wtlmfufft^ 

majores illius 

terra perhibent AJJerius. t fluid autemfibi vult illud Afterii defunSo autem Mthelamlfo Pegs ; fipultique apttd Stemrug.im ? 

3. So much Malmesbury from Afferius concerning Ethulwolfe, his Hiftory being 
the beft and moft fubftantial of all thofe of Monks, which therefore we take as 
text whereon to comment in making out the Affairs of thefe obfeure times • for 
obfeure enough they are, though our baren Writers are fo ridiculous as to excufe 
the length of their ihort Stories, and tell us they are fo * fhort in their Relati¬ 
ons, out of ftudy to avoid Prolixity and Tedioufnefs, whereas their Accounts they 
give us are fo fcant, that little profit can be made of them, and they attribute rumgefta fines 
their brevity to their own contrivance, which indeed is to be aferibed to their & mod ° s *d 
want of Intelligence. As for what he writes concerning his giving to Ethelftan 
all that his Father had conquered, his words are (a) luch, as Ethelftan may be tatpniixilaf 
conceived, not the Son of Egbert, but of Ethelwulfe, and fome makes him to tis ”?“fffrib 
have been the Son of one, and fome of the other. A late (J) Writer tells us, that S.p.flT 
the Saxon Annalift, the Authority of whom is ancienter, lays exprefly, that Eg- vet. Savfl. 
lert himfelf gave to Ethelftan his Son the Kingdom of Kent, Effex, Surrey and 
Suffex • but the Annals fay no fuch thing, their (cj Tranflatour indeed has foifted in jhxLmfteg, 
the word Egbertus, but the text (d) it felf which poflibly he confulted not, hath >«> contents, 
no fuch word in that fentence, but onely mentions Ethelwulfe therein. Be‘fg 
he is Brother or his Son it feems he parted with fo great a lhare of his Dominions to rat aLndidx 
him, which for fome years he held, though how long, as Malmesbury obferves, is ut-f hel J lano /- 
terly uncertain. The unwarlike difpofition of Ethelwulfe, might well give In -SiTqiian. 
couragment to the Danes, who the year following the death of Egbert, came again »Is quo fine 

dsfccerit in- ’ 

(b) Milton Hift. of England, (c) A. DCCCXXWI. Him Ethelmlfus Ecberti filius Occidentalium Saxonum Kegntim capeffit : 
jiuo autem Juo Ethelftano ( Elbertus Cantuariorum ) Saxonum Oriemalium. Guthregienfmm, & Guthfaxonum pegrttm dona- 
vit,ita interpret, textus autemJicfebabet. (d) -jfeng jEJelpulp Ecbpyhcing co pe;c Seaxnajrice. -] hefealds 
hirruna jE)>elreane Cantpana p:ce 7 eapo Se.txna -j Su^pigea j Su> Seaxna. 


upon 







T q ' _ rbiMonmby of the tngli]b S axons m onuu»., * ^■ a v ■ 

ZSZL Sg °0 ha« tan one* 4faA old CommaJ 3?®g, 

courage tto. but that ^ , anded in another place, and gave jlcanp* 

5K^?ir3feSS ; S5^ 

whom mthisptotlicA^term both D** and they ouP > 

put to flight or rather^flew^him“ hereof,they gave Battel the. follow- turn. -j 
4.. Animated of his ^ many q _ 

mg year to Herehybt (or H J whence driving as it were all before nehepeg,- 
thers they which lies North ft®*!* 

Who being them, they fuddenly invaded Ltndejey [wa. pi .J,. * t u ev pierced into ^abemrean 

incouraged r the City') where wafting all with barbarous Hoiulity, y P ,■ ahtonysl 

sis.'a.«wtSa*ige 

■ Kent. pi , rl^nnf nnelv did areat Mifchief at Canterbury and Rochejter , but Ealfcopraan 
K . proceeded, and not onel> did great ^ ^ next year after . Ethelwulfe oprloficn; 

“ •?&&&&£ rs “ 

r k f e -“im« LSfeXetoSM - afterwardl^rfdid 
thofe ignorant , f MKeries they fuffered from thofe barbarous Ro- monmm •) 

his, they had not endured thole M^Knes tn^ ^ Matters at Sea, the m<mi S e 

vers, no way there beiK t j nva f 10 ns, being flout and well manned (hips, midton on 

beft Bulwarksagainft thofe ho We ‘“™S u 3lttl e skdl inMaritime Affairs, (0« m cp- 

M.H. weinfetiourm the Pirates, coring£•« 

Sore in fotwnefied^ ifttle 

Yet that the Engltfh might not be iutterly ouco ^ £ Uo . year< For one Canrp- 

In the next tQ own them in the next attempt t y , Aldan of Winchejler, doubt- pup- 

"■ t ;tat«sg£SgSbwwsi? 

hints we have from the Annals Cthe found ^ at this place was 0 f great op^n 

Monks ) we are to conclude that dwDcfeit y v of them, nor •*** uf 

ass&asssse 

^ "faS.W £*“SmS“anSingSe £S» 

Se« a Captain, defeated a great number ol them j feW* 

of their Shipsf forced the reft to fag fa trtef^that the 

drained thereabout to Winter, which they did,^ refo i ute as ji, r a3 even to g'J”' 

* numhetofthehihi^^ 

Anno dominies incapnao^r «5 ^STfcr 

teep letatupinrula ournmf & 
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three hundred and fifty, yet fpeaks onely of their pillaging of London. The Annals Se&. j 0 . 
add,that they put to flight Beortulft he King of the Mercians,who made head againft 
Whence into them with an Army, then palling Southward over the Thames into Surry, they 
Surry, where encoUntre d Etbelmlfe with Etbellald his Son at a place called Aclea, but here they 
Sihrows °' received a great overthrow, greater than ever before or after that Affirm 
them. heard of. 

6. The fuccels of this year brought much reputation to Ethelwulfe, whom now 
being at leafure, two years after, Burhred King of the Mercians and thofe of his 
Council befought to give them afliftence againft the Inhabitants of North Wales, 

He reduces w hich he readily granted. Through the Territories of the Mercians he marched 
hNmbmlet, againft the Britains, and forced them all to obedience, as had been defired. This 
to obedience. f ame year did King Ethelwulfe, fend Elf red his Son to Rome, where Leo the Bilhop 
kindly entertained him, confecrated him King, and adopted him for his Epifcopal 
Son. In the mean time Ealkere (or Ealcher ) with the Kentifh Men, and Huda 
with thofe of Surry, were employed againft another Army of the Pagans, which 
Beats back the tvas landed in the Ifie of Tbanet. At firft they had the better of them, dr iving 
psraw from them from their Poft; but afterward fo many were flain, and fo many drowned 
ifleofTW. on both fides, that the Vidtory remained doubtful!. Yet gave it no matter of 
mourning to the Court of Ethelwulfe , which now was bufied in Affairs of Love, 
the effedt of which was, that the King fent away his Daughter after Eajler was 
over, to be married to Burhred King of the Mercians, and the Marriage was fo- 
lemnized in the Royal village called Cippanhamme. However the following year In villa pe- 
the Danes wintered in the Me of Shepey, the Annals fay now the firft time. Whe- S»a qua? di¬ 
ther to make himfelf more acceptable tb Almighty God, whofe help he now C1&U P Cl F- 
found-was highly neceflary for fuppreffion of thefe perpetual Annoiances, or o- punhamme 
therwife religioufly moved, he nommade a Book of the tenth part of all his A " er ‘ 

. Laqds, and his whole Kingdom which fye dedicated to his fervice. Now as if he 
was fitted for undertaking a Pilgrimage,‘to Rome, he went thither taking with 
him his young Son Alfred again, and there having ftaid twelve Months, mar¬ 
ried and died as the Monk of Malmesbury .hath related^ after two years. 

The farther • 7- Of the difference betwixt his Eldeft Son and him, after his Return the An- 
conf irac the na s ^ ave nothing, but Ajferius confirms the report,aligning the pretended Caufe, 
againft acy being that he had taken with him to Rome his young Son Alfred, there to be 

Ethelwulfe. inaugurated King, and had brpught home with him an Outlandish Wife. Gene¬ 
rally he is faid to have been averfe to matters of War, a Lover of Peace and 
Quiet which we are more apt to believe, having it told us, and *elfewhere that in * AhhrevU- 
his young years he was Bilhop of Winchejler, and for want of other Heirs was tionss choni- 
conftrained to take upon him the Kingdom. If this be true, then muft Ethelftan ITjudjifijc 
formerly mentioned have been his Son, not his Brpther or the Son of Egbert, Dicito & 
who having him muft have had an Inheritour of his Dominions, and no ne- C jf 0nic - M- 
ceflity could then have lain upon Ethelwulfe of being'King. To conclude with bSjZden- 
Ethelwulfe, the Annals give us his Pedigree, which .reacheth no higher than A 
to Adam himfelf. The Monk of Malmesbury is fo bold, as to mention it toge¬ 
ther with that we find in St. Luke, and thinks it not fuperfluous to put it into 
his Hiftory, although he is afraid, that the noife of barbarous Names .may violate 
the ears of fuch as are not accuftomed to them. I difapprove of Kis ; mentio¬ 
ning it. with the other in the fame Page, in the fame Book, nay, the fame day 
or year. I am half-afraid of the fame thing, and juftly of .more, that the Reader 
will give, no credit to it - but to be gliUty' of this once, and no mom, a? a 
piece of curiofity I fiiallj^veit to the .cosnfideration of qur Students in Heraldry, 
referring them, if they defire more,, tocher Stemms,of-thefe Saxop. Princes par- 
Hu Genealogy, ticularly, that of Alfrede, which he may findin Ajferius. Ethelwulfe then was A nml feu 
the Son of Egbert, Egbert of Ealkmund, r $alkrpund of Eflfa, Eafa ofteppa, Eop- chronokg. 
pa of Ingild, the Brother of Jna, King of the Weft Saxpn $.. They Were the Sons S f x Zf r ft 
of Cenyed, Cenred of Ceohvald, CeolwaM ofcutha, Ctitfa-, of Cuthwin, Cuthwin of CCCL ^ 
of fenric, Cenric of Cerdic, Cerdic oi Mlefa, ElefaoiEfla, EJla 
of Gewis, Gewif of Wig v Wig of Freawim, Freawp+$f Wjthuyir, Frithugar of 
Brond, 'Rroqd oi Btfldgg, Bald^g^f t ifo/lyn, Woden c& Frithuwald, Frithumld of 

fmwjft of FitterFfm of Godmulf, Godwulf ’ 
of Geati Geaf.of Xq,tmol B#aw y B.ceaw of ScelAwea, Sceldwca of Here- 

•mod, Herfn^d q{ Iteri^offy Jteymmoitfi^mrain, who was born you muft know 
. in Ifoab’$ -Ark. Now hq.is of fmall learning that knows; not the Anceftours of 
Doah, viz., Lantech, Qfathufalem, Enoch,.fared, Mohalakel, Cainan, Enos, Seth 
and Adam. The Monk *of MakeeshtApn- Pedigree- -diffmmuch in= Names-from 

this. 
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ftatcd by his 7 If**" 8 ” fent with Ethelwulfe to fubdue Kent. This repulfe did not fo dif- ^ 

tr££r& 

Ethdhelm C whom in this place the Annals term both Dux and Ealdorm ) J m j> v 

put tofl 'ghtor ^his^Succef™ in Profccution thereof,they gave Battel the. follow- turn. ] 50- 
- 4 ^T. (^rfc^noiteof his Officers whom with many o- deyhfc* 

this they gym*?* 

■^^'Pr.SSSSBSfiSSSe'saE 

. proceeded, and not onely did gr^r ivmcmei ar c ; after> Ethdmlfe ^ 

And London. came to London, and- hern «|L being by thefe attempts offered to *bqi )>jie 

feemed at his. Wits end, g • r <• c u bie<fts • but by thofe about him bpyhcEat 

3 %^ Seft d?fen®T^ S^ 

make ie > underftood their true Intereft as well as afterward Egbert did j ia?penum 
• thofe ignorant 1 , t i 10 f e Series they fuffered from thofe barbarous Ro- m onnum. -j 

his, they had not but by being Matters at Sea, the mo n i5 e 

vers, no way ther ^ e ^ hoftile Invafions, being flout and well manned fhips. imdbmon 

„ £gs5«»ss?3j?SJSgSS& 

before m the fantie place, the . difcouraeed Fortune feemed a little jlura •) on 

Yet that the EM might net be uttrfy^couraged, ^tot ^ 

In the next t own them in the D 5 x ^. att ®? 1 P t P t »,/, n njfimn C Aldan of iVinchefier, doubt- pumpup* 

it SSsiSffiS -gfesstxg 
- *54s4!BWfg*SSSiMMsSr 

hints we have from the Annals (the _f received at this place was of great opd e 5 en 

So*fcdt y e« 

nos relates, and the Annals rrom mm, & ine d Vidor. Neither did * H epCeorl 

heorche, wherehe killed very many of them an Bthe ifl an together with ealdopman 

they fare better in other places. The fame year Rrng ntnej , 6^ nine 

Ealchere a Captain, defeated a great number ot the the Paeans were con- baejiewte- 

of their Ships; forced the reft the 

(trained thereabout.toWmrer,whiduhey chd^s ls „even tog-J™' 

**.- “petatiol whh fifty Ships did 

Anno tlommiCEt mcapnationir bf j^^^^tup^u^ai^eops^^hinrr^' t’^ 0 ^ 

intepjijietaeup injula ouiumf “!“? (“ '^ 1 ”;™^ l I ^, nart ep,omoptamuincon)'rjwrain> e I' i , [S 
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three hundred and fifty, yet fpeaks onely of their pillaging of London. The Annals Sedb. i o. 
add,that they put to flight Beortulf the King of the Mercians,who made head againft 
Whence into them with an Army, then paffing Southward over the Thames into Surry, they 
Surry, where enC0l j n tred Ethelwulfe with Ethelbald his Son at a place called Aclea, but here they 
J throws °" received a great overthrow, greater than ever before or after that Afferius 
them. heard of. 

6. The fuccels of this year brought much reputation to Ethelwulfe , whom now 
being at leafure, two years after, Burhred King of the Mercians and thofe of his 
Council befought to give them afliftence againft the Inhabitants of North Wales, 

He reduce*^ w hi C h i le readily granted. Through the Territories of the Mercians he marched 
in Nor/bmiet, againft the Britains, and forced them all to obedience, as had been defired. This 
to obedience, fame year did King Ethelwulfe, fend Elf red his Son to Rome, where Zee the Bilhop 
kindly entertained him, confecrated him King, and adopted him for his Epifcopal 
Son. In the mean time Ealkere ( or Ealcher) with the Kentijh Men, and Huda 
with thofe of Surry, were employed againft another Army of the Pagans, which 
Beats back the Was landed in the Ifle of Thanet. At firft they had the better of them, dr iving 
Dnws from them from their Poftj but afterward fo many were flain, andfo many drowned 
ifleofT/><*««-. on both fides, that the Victory remained doubtfull. Yet gave it no matter of 
mourning to the Court of Ethelwulfe, which now was bulled in Affairs of Love, 
the effedt of which was, that the King fent away his Daughter after Eafter was 
over, to be married to Burhred King of the Mercians, and the Marriage was fo- 
Jemnized in the Royal village called Cippanhamme. However the following year In villa pe- 
the Danes wintered in the Ifle of Shepey , the Annals fay now the firft time. Whe- quze di¬ 
ther to make himfelf more acceptable to Almighty God, whofe help he now CICU P Cl F- 
found-was highly neceflary for fuppreffion of thefe perpetual Annoiances, or o- panhamme 
therwife religioufiy moved, he nommade a Book of the tenth part of all his A * er ' 

. Lands, and his whole Kingdom which h/e dedicated to his fervice. Now as if he 
was fitted for undertaking a Pilgrimage, 'to Rome, he went thither taking with 
him his young Son Alfred again, and there having ftaid twelve Months, mar¬ 
ried and died as the Monk of Malmesbury .hath related, after two years. 

The farther • 7. Of the difference betwixt his Eldeft Son and him, after his Return the An- 

reafon of the na l s have nothing, but Afferius confirms the report,affignlng the pretended Caufe, 
agamft acy being that he had taken with him to Rome his young Son Alfred, there to be 

tohdmlfe. inaugurated King, and had brought home with him an Outlandiffi Wife. Gene¬ 
rally he is faid to have been averfe to matters of War, a Lover of Peace and 
Quiet which we are more apt to believe, having it told us, and *elfewhere that in * AbbnvU- 
his young , years he was Bilhop of Winchejler, and for want of other Heirs was tioms cfomi- 
conftrained to take upon him the Kingdom. If this be true, then muft Ethelftan reTJlif!% 
formerly mentioned have been his Son, not his Brother or the Son of Egbert, Diceto & 
who having him muft have had an Inheritour of his Dominions, and no ne- C ^ rmic - T h - 
ceffity could then have lain upon Ethelwulfe of being^King. To conclude with E&te- 
jEthelwulfe,' the Annals give us his Pedigree, which .reacheth no higher than A 
to Adam himfelf. The Monk of Malmesbury is fo bold? as to mention it toge¬ 
ther with that we find in St. Luke, and thinks it not fuperfluous to put it into 
his Hiftory, although he is afraid, that the noife of barbarous Names may violate 
the ears of liich as are not accuftomed to them. I dilapprove of lus i mentio¬ 
ning it. with the other in the fame Page, in thefame Bobk, nay, .<the fame <ky 
or year. I am half afraid of the fame thing, and juftly of mOre, that the Reader 
will give, no credit to it; but to be guilty' of this once, and no more, as a 
piece of curiofity I lhall leave it to the confiaeration of qur Students in Heraldry, 
referring them, if they defire more,, ta^her Stemms.of-thefe Saxo# Princes par- 
n« Genealogy. ricularly, that of Alfrede, which hem^y Judin Afferius. Ethelwulfe then was Arma i r eu 
the Son of Egbert, Egbert of Ealkmundy-JS^lkipund of flflfa, Eafa df Eeppa, Eop~ Chronolog. 
pa of hgild, the Brother of Ina, Kingof the Weft Saxpns. They were the Sons 5 J X ™. 
of Cenreft, Cenred of Ceolwald, CeolwaU offutha, Cat}#-, of Cuthwin, Cuthwin 0 f C L 
***d!*,i$f&l i * °f Cenrie of Cerdic, Cerdic of JBfefy, ElefaoiEjla, EJla 

of Gewis, Gem of Wig, Wig of Freawine, Fream+$£ Efithuyir, Frithugar of 
Brond, Broqdaf MaUtf&'BvUogisfcWeden of Frithuwald, Fritbuwaldof 
& e Wi**x. frmbtiW^Mremdfe, Fmmlfe nlFian s: Fiun of Godmlf, Codwulf ’ 
of Eeati Geat.oC patipfi, Z^r^of Baaw of Seeldwea, Sceldwea of Here- 
mod, Herfryod of ftertyojiy jtermbn o£ r fira»)rain, wfio was born you muft know 
. m_Noah^ Axk. Now hq.is of fm.^11 learning that knows; not the Anceftours of 
j V- Mfthufalem, Enoch ,, j fared, Mahalaleel, Cainan, Enos, Seth 

and Adam, TheM:onk*of Malmesbury* Pedigree differs, much in Names from 

this. 
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Sed to this. But the Heraldry of the Annals is the Ancienter. Let fuch as defire va- 
rious Readings upon this Learned Subject, compare this Genealogy with that of 
his and others: fome perhaps may have fo little to doe. And Reader, if thou 
haft heard of a wonderfull Achievement, which fome who thought themfelves 
very Learned, they fay, performed of deriving King James his Pedigree from 
Adam , behold here the greateft part done, it’s but carrying on this Pedigree to 
the Sifter of Edgar , Etholing married to the King of Scots, and her Daughter to 
our Henry the Second. 

F.thelba!d and 8. Ethelwulfe being dead, his two Sons Ethelbald and Ethelbert divided his 
Etheibert fuc- Kingdom betwixt them. Ethelbald reigned over the Weft Saxons. Ethelbert ob- 
ceed in the t3 i ne d Effex, Surrey and Sufex. Ethelbald began his Reign in the fixteenth 
g ' year of Michael the third Emperour of Conftantinople , the fecond of Ludovicus, the 
fecond Emperour of the Weft; in the days of Charles the Bald King of the Franks, 
the fixth of Burhred King of the Mercians, A. D. DCCCLVII. He was, as Mal¬ 
mesbury from Ajferius fets him out, heavy and fluggifh, one that defiled his Fa¬ 
ther’s Bed, Marrying after his Death his Wife Judith. But he dying after five 
Ethelbald dies years, the whole Kingdom fell to the other Brother. The Annals fpeak nothing at Anbccdx. 
and is buried G f hi m f ro m hisjeoming to the Crown till his carrying to his Grave, wliich hepyppel- 
at sherburn. ^ f as Malmesbury, was at Sherburn. They add that Ethelbert (or baft cyn- 
the'lbryht as they call him) obtained the whole Kingdom of his Brother (his Fa- m 5 
ther rather) and governed it in great peace and concord. During his Reign a J 
The Danes great Fleet of the Danes arrived at Hampton (faith Malmesbury ) and facked the ^ Sc , ‘ 
hck mnche- Q ty 0 f Winchefter, wliich the Annals do confirm, as to the latter place not menti- bupnan. -i 
Srdspuf oning where they landed. But they were fpeedily encountred by* Ofric die Ealdor- pi?5 m 
to flight. mn w ith Hamptonjhire (now Hamjhire ) and Ethelwulfe .the Ealdorman, with bpyheto- 
Bearwucjhire for Berkjhire') who put them to flight aodijecame Mailers of the callum 
Field. The Monk to this relation adds.^hat beingb'eaten away by the King’s 
Captains, after much lofs received the/ Went ovef the Sea and taking a- great 
compafs, chofe the Ifle of thanet to Winter in. This he relates as done all in one • * v * one 
year, whereas from the Annals it appears, that their coming to Thanet was not till hepe %t . 
fix years after. The Kentifh men found themfelves concerned to purchafe Peace puhtonOp 
with them by a fumm of Money ,• but the Pirates under pretence of receiving pic eaTCop- 
this Money, and confirming the League, made an Excurfion into the Countrey, rran mb 
and wafted all that part of Kent which lies toward the Eaft. Malmesbury again Pan™ 
adds, that the Inhabitants united themfelves and drove away_ thefe perfidious J 
Ethelbert die*. Wretches. About the lame time died Ethelbert after he had Reigned but five ea ]5 0 j ima n 
years, and his Body was buried with his Brothers at Sherburn. mibBeappic 

is fucceeded Q After the death of Ethelbert fucceeded Ethelred his Brother, another Son jcyep-jSo 
by Ethelred. 0 fe thelml f e in the fir ft ypar 0 [Baftlius Macedo Emperour of Conftantinople, the ne hepe ge- 
twelfth of Ludovicus the fecond Emperour of the Weft, the fixteenth of Burhred 
(titular) King of the Mercians, A. D. DCCCLXVII. f Malmesbury having told us, p ^ 

that he obtained his Father’s Kingdom, the fame number of ) ears which his two . mAnglmm 
Brothers, falls into a bemoaning of the fate of all the three, their miferable and lib. 2. 
deplorable fate, as he terms it, that they fhould all die an immature death, yet in¬ 
deed being Royally defeended, and the Nation being involved in fuch dreadfrill 
Calamities, they might well prefer an honourable death before a miferable Reign. 

They fo COUrageoufly and valiantly demeaned themfelves in defence of their Coun- 
treyf that no default is to Be charged upon them, if profperoufly did not fucceed 
who fought what they -refolutely had intended. This King nine-times m one year foughtwiththe 
feverai pitch’d £ nemy in fj ie ndd, (as the chance of War is, with various fuccefs, yet ufually with 
fhe advance) ’befides many fudden Excurfions whereby, as he was excellency skil- 

led in slategems, he often'teprefledl the Infotey of thefe Revere. On the fob 

of the were flain nine Earls or Captains, one King; and multitudes of Propl 

v withoutnumter. But aBSve-all memoi-aljl.e • d* Band Im 

TI-.C Army of the Buaer'being drawn up in tliatplace, one part ofit was led by 
two Itings, the reft by Other skilfull Leaders. The King w.* h« Brofter ^/rr/ 
comes upon them: The King mud ingage with the IUngs: Alfred is fet upol An 
Captains So courageous and refolute were' bOththe Patties, that this day funded 
not to determine the ^Quarrel, : the ContrOverfie miift be ^ 1 °^ 
followed: Scarce did the light appear when Alfred was up tmd^eady. gs B 
ther flaid in his Tent bufie at his Devotions, and though a 
him that the Pagans With great rage came on, he wfarf w-to ijntdl 

ended-Thls Religious Confidenceotthe.Kuig was very lealbnable for the reftramiog_ 

of the heat of ms Brother’s youth, who was already ingaged. For the Battel 01 
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’ the 2 T»fM 5 went to the worft ; the Infidels had the Advantage of the Ground, Soft. 10. 

and made fuch ufe thereof, that the Cllriffians began to think of flight. Now 
comes he unexpectedly into the Battel, beats back the E|emy, incourages ms 
Friends and demeans himfelf with that Valour and Conduit that by Gods aflif- 
tence the Danes were difeoutaged, betook thetafelves to their Heels and ran away. 

There fell their King Ofegfive Earls,befides an innumerable company of the Vulgar 

Th ^Mercians 10. Here our Writer will have us to remark that the Kings of the Mercians and 

andNarf/jfj- <t i ie Northumbrians taking advantage at thefe Danijb Wars whetemthEthe red was 
SSiSE incumbred,withdrew themfelves from the yoke of the Weft Saxons as much as they 
could, and had almoft recovered their former Independency, each Province there¬ 
fore envying the profperity of the other, the feveral Kings chofe rather to harbour 
the Enemy in their own Bofomes tlian give any relief to their diftrefled CpUntrey- 
men; and by this means ftudying father a recovering than a preventing courfe, by 
The Eaft An. their lazinefs they let their Counttey ruii to rlilhe. The Danes grew upon them 
gtes, met- without any oppofition,the Etglijb Were difeoufiiged and terrified j and every VidtO- 
fiS52f ryby means of the abundance of Captives:Be«tae inftramental _tc. procure ino- 
wafted by t her The Temtoriesof the Eaftern Englijb with their Cfties and Villages were 
thefe Robbers. by the f e Robbers, and their King St. Edmund being killed by them in 

the eight hundred and feventieth year from the Inebriation, on the nineteenth of 
November by a ftiort Temporal death purchafed an Eternal Crdwri; The Merct- 
* ans being overrun more than ortce, leflened their Miferies by SUbmiffiom and gi- 
• ving up Hotlages. And tbofe of Northumberland having been forxletime tolled - with 
Civil Diflentiotis, when the Enemy was at their heels ■ fairly compoied all their 
Differences. Of berth their King whom they : had expelled, they now received a- 
gain, and having made great preparations, they goe and rrieet the Enemy. But 
they are eafily beaten, and lliut themfelves Up within the Walls of Tork, which 
being quickly fet on fire by the Coriquerours, and the flame increafing, burns the 
Buildings, and therein they periffi and coyer their native SOilwith their own Bones. 
Thenceforth Northumberland falling by right of War to the lhare of the Barbari¬ 
ans, for a long time groaned tiridet their Dominion, arid fighed it the thought of 
its former liberty. As for King Ethelred though Unbrokeri with all his ffiariy la¬ 
bours he died at laft, and was buried at Winburn. 

ti. Thislhort but good account we have from Malmesbury, of the ltatb arid 
condition of thefe times, how the Englijh Af&irs flood -both-ih reference tb tile 
Enemy, and to one another. What he fpeaks of in gerieralj we lhall illuftrateas 
much as we can by particular iriftances, as to'tithe ahd pMe^ the beft courfe we 
can take in thefe obfeure matters. In the very nrft year of his Reign a vaft Army 
Hinguar and of Danes invaded the Land, Commanded ’by Hinguar, and Vbhd, two great A nnal. ad 
vbba Atrive. Souldiers but very cruel: Hinguar was very crafty and fubtile, Vbba was a' Min An.U 6 . 
of extraordinary Courage. They landed - M Eaft England, \vhere wiritring, they 
made truce with the Inhabitants out of defign td obtaih from them a luifacient € en gi 
number of Horfes whereori to mount their Men. Beirignovv become a ftrongBO- ij d£p 5e . 
dy of Horfe; the following year they pafled over Humber as fat as fork, WHete hoprude 
the Civil diflentions of the People afforded them a notable advantage Whe?6on to pupdon. -j 
Work. As Malmesbury Obferves they had'driveri into bafillhmerit OfbryW &ievc hihim ppip- 
King, arid fet Up a Tyra'ftt, onfe v&Ua iti his rbdmj butwbW thbugh it m, 
and the year decliried, they recalled hiin,' and f6 cbmpb^thfeir'rriatfefsi £ fj' 

feared riot to meet, and encounter this puiflknt. Attiiy-zt'lfrf,' into Miieb Ofy bej)e r 
part of the Pagans had already eritred : They brake ifito'tfte Toiyn,- btitw&|t£- g ajrC eagl. 
•cieved fo warmly by the Danes, that within a? well as- Withou^ gftat Itei^hter opeji hum- 
of them Was rtiade, arid, the c(uarref was decided, ^^betW&t their two KirigSj- bOifh Of bpe muj»an 
them being llaih in this Aftion, together With a-gteatf' multitude of thePefipfe. co Socop-- 
The Remnant got as good terms from the Enemy as they coU% But tffey. Wefe 
overrun, arid the Countrey harafled as far aS (fit RWer tm. * Egbert one Jftfie ^ p > 
Englijb Race,, was appointed King over them-iff fo6m of Arid novV IfidmU 

come in the fiery of Bricetn, whofe Wife' OJbWis feid td have rayilhed, arid whb 
called in the banes to revenge the injury 1 updh the Fanfg. ^^^he' thiiig if trife W^s 
very remarkable, but we kflOW not whAuthority is not 
great, his Antiquity fmalf. ; , '. ' J. )J' ! \ ' 

iz. but .tlie bates lmvingwrpught their Wilf in the 1 ^Parts : bby6ndl ^C vl RW r ftr 
Humber, the^ iie'3c€ year ihvddCd Mercia, arid Bent their -i&Utfe ’fowdt'd . Srtotteh'ga- * De xmin- 
The yiovndc ham (then, and long after fo called from the CaVes'in the Rocks } : at preferit jgj-A* 
Mmia. Nottingham. There they tbdk tip their Winter Quarters, which, fo-alarm’d Burh- 

C c red 
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Sedt 1(5 re*/King of the Countrey and his Noblemen, that they made an humble addrei's Cotemanno 
t0 Ethelred , defiring that he with his Brother Alfred would undertake their Pa- rpa&ctu r 
tronage and Defend. This they readily did, and with a confiderable power of r a 5anopu m 
But at Not- Men marched to Nottingham, where they offered Battel to the Danes. Hinguar 5J e Pcicu r 
tingbam are was f Q cra f ty asknowing himfelf unable to grapple with them, he Mould not ftir h -°W an - 
by Si a foot out of the f Caftle, fo that no confiderable fight happened, and at length 
who makes w ith good words he, faith Huntingdon , obtained a truce of the Englifh , who were m qw,. 
them 6 With not able to break the Wall. Though the Annals feem rather to fay that the Mer- am vemt; 

dans obtained it of him, yet Ingulphus writes exprefly, that Burhred conftrained lHnocnn Sa . 
the Danes to quit Nottingham , where at the Siege he renewed the Charter ofPrivi- hamatnt; 
leges to his Monaftery of Cropland, which bears date from the Siege in the year 
868 . on the five and twentieth of July, from the fubfcriptions to which it Tl 
appears that both Ethelred, his Brother Alfred, and alfo Edmmd King of Eaft bane in ten' 
England, was at the Siege. But a peace or truce was made, and the Danes re- ppetatu^' 
turned back to fork with great booty, where they flayed a year, and there cru- lacneau- 
elly demeaned themfelves. When Winter was over they palled over Humber into temSpelun- 
Lindfey , and landing at Humber ft an,as ^Ingulphus farther tells us, miferably wa-»purato- 
fled all the Countrey; particularly that moft famous and ancient Monaftery of JgJTj* 
Bardency they deftroyed, killing without mercy all the Monks m the Church. phm> J * 
Having made their flay in thole Quakers all the Summer, and with Fire and M «. 
Sword confumed all things, about the Feaft of St. Michael, faith he, they enter tCumqus 
Kefteven; another part of Lincolnjhire, at this time, as well as the other, diftin-^J 1 ** 
Thence they guiflit by name) where they wafte, kill and burn every thing they light on. At mumC( J be [_ 
go into Lm- ]engt h, in the year of our Lord, eight hundred and feventy, in the month ot lurabaj)e 
colnjbnc. Se f tem i er% Algar the younger ( fo called in refped of the late testlAlgar his negapent/ 
Father ) that moft valiant Earl, got together all the youth of Honland (now :jChp>ftia. 
Holland ; mark. Reader, the antiquity ofthefe three Divisions of the County and ™nwnge- 
their names, they continuing at this very day the fame) and two Soudiers 
nefcals (ashe calls them) Wiburt and Leofnc (hom whom rvvo Villages, the ^baJ/^ce 
places of their refidence, took the names ol Wtberton and Lefrinkton) together 
with a Company belonging to the Monaftery of Croyland, confilhng ot two nun- C ioj-etja- 
dred moft flout Warriours, being for the moft part fugitives: Headed by Fryar 5 ano rFac . 
Toly, a Monk converted of the laid Monaftery, who before his converfion had ta buo illi 
been a Souldier of great Name throughout all Mercia, for warlike enterprises; FPatpej 
Befides thefe they got from Deeping,Langtoft and Bafton, ^ bou ” hree | l “f r ^p a t coEJnbur 
Men fit for Wars MfrcarJ the Lord of Brum, (or rather ■*77.^0 KlkhS'«”“"' 1 '" 
mily which was both valiant and numerous, and the Vice Lord fas „’uejijijun& 

meaning the Governour) of Lincoln , by name Ofgot, an old Souldier and moft^ m , 
hardy, joyned with them with the Lincoln Squadron, confuting of five hundred 

M rj. Being all drawn together in Kefteven, upon the Feaft of Maurice the Mar¬ 
tyr, they gave Battel to-the Pagans, and by God’s great mercy having killed three 
of their Kings, with a great multitude of the ordinary fort, they brat the Bar¬ 
barians, as Iras the gate of their Camp, where making mo . ftftout r e^ ence ’ jj® 

Invincible Earl withdrew his Forces. That very night came into the Camp of the 
Pagans, all the reft of their Kings, from their feveral excurfipns, havmg divided 
* the Coqntrey ^mongft them for the plunder, viz. Gogrom { or Godroum ) Bafeg, 

OskelH, Hdfden, zndHamond, with as many Earls, viz. Frena, for Erena) Vn- 
quar, Vila and both the Sidroks , theElder and Younger, with their Armies, and 
too much Booty, befides a multitude of Women and Children. Their coming 

being known, moft of the Chriftians forely terrified, ^Pt, a y a ^ by night, lb that 
with the faidEarl Algar and his Captainsof eight hundred (of which his Part> 
confifted) fcarcely two hundred Perfons remained; with whom, as few^as they 
were bv break of day, having heard Divme Service, and taken their Sacred Via 
7 c U m, King alloft&n moft ready to dyefor the faith ofChnft, and the d* 
fenfe of their Countrey, they went into the Field a^mft the Tl 

moft Valiant Earl feeing his own Forces fo much dimmdhed , ordered Fy 
with five hundred Men, who had gallantly demean d themfelves wftandonthe 
right hand, afligning him’for afliftant Morcard of Brume, with all his Foil • 

Ofgot with his five hundred he placed on the left fide, and with him joyned H 
Ain* Ae Rehale with all the Stanford Men, who were young and but too Vali 
ant^He himfelf with his Senefcals, flood in the midft to fuccoureach quarter as 
ne^d Ihould r^uire. The Danes being much imaged for the ^ughter made of 
S 2 Men, rariy in themorning burkd their three Kings in a Village formerly 
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Butrenewisg called Laundon , but afterward Trekingham from' their Sepulture, and now four Se&. 3 o. 
the fight burn Rings prepared themfelves to fight together with eight Earls; for two Kings and 
before them! 'four Earls were appointed to look to their Camp and Captives. The Chri¬ 
ftians being fo few drew together in form of a Wedge, againft the Archers, fetting 
as it were a Palifado of their Bucklers, and againft the violence of the Horle 
a wood of Lances, and in that pofture, itiftrutted by their Leaders, continued all 
the Day till Night now approached : The Enemy perceiving that neither his Bow¬ 
men nor his Horfe could doe any execution, refolved fo counterfeit flight and to 
leave the Field, which the Chriftians beholding broke their Ranks, notwithftand- 
ing all their Leaders could doe, and in purfuit of the Pagans were difperfed through 
the Plain without any. Order or Condud. The Barbarians hereupon return and 
like Lions fall upon fo few poor Sheep. The moft valiant, and never to be forgot¬ 
ten Earl Algar, With the Souldiers we named and Fryar Tolv, cluftering together 
* upon an HiS, for along time bore the brunt of the Barbarians,.till feeing the 

ftouteft Chriftians dead, they died alfo, fighting moft valiantly over their Bodies. 

A few young men belonging to Sutton and Gedeney cafting away their. Arms efca- 
ped into the adjoyning Wool, whence the next Night with much adoe, they got 
to Croyland, and thither brought the fad news of the overthrow, as Theodoras 
the Abbat and his Monks were at their Vefpers. The Danes after this plundred 
and burnt the Abby of Croyland on the twenty fifth of Augufl, killing the Abbat 
and all the Fryars, except one Boy of ten years old, Tugar or Turgar by Name, 
on whom young Sidrok to fave him put on a Danifh Coat. Thence went they to 
the Monaftery of Medefhamjled, where they did the like; and thence with innu¬ 
merable Spoils palled on towards Huntingdon, the two Sidroks bringing up the 
Rere. as they ever did, and pafling 6ver a Bridge, two Waggons full of Treafure 
fell into the River None, which as the followers of young Sidrok were buffed in 
drawing out, Turgar the young Fryar efcaped from them and returned to Croy¬ 
land. 

Next fbrCtf*- ’ 14 - The Pagans ftill marched on wafting all the Countfey as far as Grantelrig, jngulyhus ubi 
bridge Mi the now Cambridge, and foto the IfleOf Ely, where having rifled and burnt the fa - fipn. 

^hidf the’ mous Monaftery and killed all they found therein with much Plunder and Cattel, 
plunder with which for the reputed fecurity of the place, had been brought thither out of the 
Eaft England, adjoyning Countrey, they proceeded into Eaft England, where meeting with Earl 
Wiilketule, who made vigorous refiftence, they cut him off with all his Army. 

Having taken alfo the moft Holy Edmund King of that Countrey and led him to a 
Stake as a Butt to Ihoot at, they firft with many Arrows Ihot him through, and after¬ 
ward cutoff his Head. Having poffefled themfelves of all Eaft England, there they An. Deed.™ 
fpent all the Winter, zxThetford fay the Annals. The year following (having hep pa& r'e 
received great Supplies, as Huntingdon hints, who Calls their Army a new and hc P e °F e P 
mighty one,and compares it to a River which overflowing bears away all before it) °f e P 
Then to the they bent their Courfe toward the Weft Saxons, the Territories of whom alone ce ini l an . 
weft Saxons. ^ a( j not f e } t t i le e ff e ft s 0 f t heir CovetoUfnefs and Cruelty, who alone were in ^p^cri 
capacity to refill them; for the overturning of the Heptarchy (the Monarchy fetlnamon 
being not yet fully eftabliilied)had weaknedall the other Provinces, wanting now <ev Eeo&- 
iiich Officers as Ihould vigoroufly defend them. Coming to Reading they fortified pop&a. 

. themfelves betwixt the two Rivers Thames and Tenet, and after three days fent out inCe P 
two Earls to forage the Countrey, but they were encountred by Ethelimlfe Earl Fomina ra- 
Where they of Berkjhire, who at Englaf eld (or Englefeild') gave them Battel, killed one of raercn ' Jc y* 
nedby °Ethel- t ^ ie ^ r ^ ar ^ s (.Huntingdon names Sidracj and obtained the Vidtory. Four daysaf- 
widfe. " ter came King Ethelred with Alfred his Brother and the main Body, and gave “ 

Battel to the Danes , wherein on both fides very many fell: Earl Ethelwulfe here 
loft his life, being by Ethelxvard the Hiftorian called Adulf, who writes that he Corpus guoqne 
was buried in the Province of the Mercians, at a place called Northwortbige, hxxV^abjhabitur 
in the Danifh Tongue Deoraby, and the Danes became Mailers of the Field. YetFrtim, addu- 
was not the difadvantage fo great on the Englifh fide, but that four days after 
And fi h f ^Mng an d his Brother appeared again in the Field.againft them at a place called ^imiZiin 
verai lattei ]’* ^fcefdune or Afhdomej where they ingaged on both fides with their full ftrength . locum . V'L 
with Ethelred. The Danes divided their Army into two Bodies, whereof the one was led by % 7 gimncupa- 

tur, junta au- 

lingurn Deoraby. Lib. 4. c. 2. * De nomine pc Simon Dunelmenfis ad Ann. DCCCLXXI. Statunnt Legiones in loco <iui 

dicitur Etfiefdtm, quod Latini mont?raxitii foteft reverenter interpmari. Sic AJJeriur, in ] ofo qui JHcirup fijeej- 
fcun 7 quot> Lanne monr ppaxinnntepppetatup. 


C c a 


Backfecg 
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c P /v ,t o Backfecz and Healfdene their Kings, the other by their Earls. With the firft in- 
eased KmgEthelred, and Alfred with the other. In the former Battel fell Back- 
%cff. in the latter the two Sidroks, befides three other Earl s. Of beam, Frana 
and ’Hareld. Both the one and the other were beaten and put to flight, many 
thoufands flain, and night interrupted a greater Execution, though Etheiward 
writes that the whole Youth of the more excellent Barbarians here periflied, nei¬ 
ther after nor before was fuch flaughter heard of, fince that the Nation of the 
Saxons by War obtained Britain. Here fome obferve that Ethelred both had the dis¬ 
advantage of the lower ground, and came later into the Battel from his Devoti- 
ons Alfred began the Fight e’er his Brother came intotheField. And as forthe 
. Danijb King, whom the Annals call Backfecg, the Danijb Hiftory talks of one hare 

the Son of Regnere. . , „ . ' r 

i c Afferius writes of a fupply which the Pagans received lhortly alter irom Etheimhbi 
beyond the Sea. Yet was it not till Ethelred, fourteen days after the former fiF*- 
Fight again aflifted by his Brother, had encountred their whole Power at Ba/ing, in 
which ingagement they had the better, being headed by Agnere and Mho, the 
Brothers of the flain harm. But ftill, as we lately obferv .d, the lofs received by 
the Endifh could not be great, for about two Months after they were again lo 
well recruited, that they durft a third time fall upon the Pagans at a place called 
Merotme divided into two Bodies, and in the fame pofture as they had formerly 
fought. Both thefe Bodies were put to flight, although for a great part of the day 
they had had the better. Great was the flaughter made on both fides, and yet 
fav the Annals, the Danes became Mailers of the Field, fo various was the for- , 

tune of this day or rather fo uncertain their. Intelligence. To be lure Heahmnd 
a Bilhop was there flain, befides other good men, not a few: And a grievous 
Plague followed in Summer. Hereof (we may guefs, for the Annals lpeak not bl] . COjl 0J> 
Who diej. exprefly) died Ethelred after Eafter, when hehad Reigned five years, and hisBo le5en ^ 
dv was buried at Winlurn. Brompton in his-Chronicle fays, that he died oi pealagodpa 
wounds received in a Fight he fought with Somerled a Dane , who returning to monna. j 
Reading from the Battel at Merton, deftroyed whatever there he found But 
Authority is but ftnall, compared with that of others. As for the place of his OT 
Burial, by the Annals called Winburnan and Winlurnham, \n otherSaxon Monu- mico] . om0 j, 
mentsis the fame with that ancient Town Vindogladia, whereof Antomne maketh liba ^ ^ 
mention. Probably it had that Name from being fituate betwixt twb Rivers, for po pen £a- 
Windugledy in the Britifh Tongue, foundeth as much as betwixt two Swords, and rtponje- 
Riversj by a peculiar Phrafe of their own, they termed Swords, as appeared by g lj 
AlerhiUim, the Britifh Name of Milford Haven, ns muchos tofiy, themouth Cjn^ 
of two Rivers, becaufe two Rivers named with them Gledian, that is, Swords run * - 

into it The laft Name Winlurn (a Town in Dorfetftire) is compounded of 
Pin a parcel of the old Name, and the Saxon word Burne , which alio among j, inbU]1 . 
them betokened a River , by the addition thereof, th t Saxons being wont toname mn j 
places Handing upon Rivers. Here Cuthlurg Sifter to Jna King of the Weft 
ons, being divorced from the King of Northumberland her Husband, built.a Nun¬ 
nery which at length being decayed by time, a fair Church was eredted in the 
place with a Vault under the Quire, and an high Spire befides the Tower 
Steeple, wherein were placed Prebendaries m lieu of thefe Nuns. In thus 
Church lyeth Ethelred interred, upon whofe Tomb not very long fince repaired, 
if Cmbln's time thisnewlnfcriptionwasto be read Here refteththe Body of Saint 

Isburidat Ethelred Kin „ of the Weft Saxons Martyr , who died in the year of our Lord 
m ^ DCCCLXXII, the three and twentieth of April, by the hands of the Pagan Danes. 

By his Saintfhip and this Infcription he lhould either have died or been mortally 
* wounded in Battel. JBfS 

Anno numque incarnation!, 872 Rex Ethelredus multi, fraliis contra Darns vexatus, fed femper inviclus, obiit Win mt 
Sepultu, eft. 

Alfred fuc 16 Alfred, Alfred, Alured, or Elfred his Brother,, the fourth and youngeft^' 511 

£?. Son of Ethelwulfe liicceeded him, in the fixth year of Bafthus Macedo Eaftern Em- p# 
perour • the feventeenth of Ludovicos, the Second Emperour of 
one and twentieth of Burhred, King of the Mercians ; the fifth Induction, A. D .^-, 

Pax lift 1 

dander thunder', millealia. < 


DCCCLXXII. 


Chap. II. Contemf. with the Conjlantimp. Rom.. Emp. Alfred. 1^7 

DCCCLXXII. He was born at * Wanating, (or Wanatune) now Wantage , a Town Sed. i d 
in Berkjhire, then a Royal Village or Manour of the Kings, at prefent eminent 
for nothing, except it be for a Market. His Mother was Oshrg, the Daughter *»• Ham. 
of Oflae the Panther of King Ethelwulfe, but of great Defgent, which he drew^pna- 
from the Goths and JuteS of the flock of Staph and Wihtgar the two Brothers, n ' 
who receiving the Ifle of Wight from their UncIe^W/r, and Cynric his Son, AI f pe& a n- 
flew thofe few Britains they found in thelfland, in the place called Swihigara- gui baxo . 
burg, the reft had either been killed befqre, or driven into Banifliment. In the num pex m 
fifth year of his Age, his Father fent him to Rome, accompanied with many per- viUa pegm 
ions both Noble and Ignoble, where Pope Leo the Fourth ordained and anoin- qus&iatup 
who was the ted him ; and if a certain * Chronicle tell us truth, he was the firft King of Eng- ; n ua |j at,n 5 
SShat land tha « was anointed. He adopted him alfo for his Son. Afterward when 8 * 5 * 
ever was a- Ethelwulfe went himfclf to Rome , this young Son he took along with him, being n acu B ' 
noinred. more tender of him than any of his other Sons. For beauty and wit he exceed- pocj-cipe/ 

ed them all,- his converfation being delightful! and charming. But this tender- qus p a g a 
nels grew to fuch fondriefs in his Parents, that they negledted the great part of talitep vo- 
-his f Education, viz. of learning his Book till he came to twelve years of Age, yet catup a 
in the mean time did he learn many Saxon Poems, and in the Art of Hunting 
was skilfull to admiration. On a ■tinre the Mother having got a Book of Songs la ' b ^ ux * 
in her Hand, fhewed it her Sons, and told them that he that could firft get,them $ r anrjJ . ° 0 
by heart fliould have the Book; he much enamoured of the firft; letter for its fair- nafcicup. 
nefs, took it, and going to his Matter, learnt to Reade, and thenfaid it before- his Affiant. 
Mother. Afterthis he became expert in the Diurnal Courfe,or Celebration of Hours,as nitw¬ 
it was called -certain Pfalms,and many Prayers,which being digefted into a Book,day fun 

and night he conftantly had about him,and made ufe of them upon all occafions. but primus Hex 
after this time, when his Yoiith afforded him opportunity of learning the Arts and 
Sciences,there wejre no Matters to be had to Teach him,of which he often with ma- Hie cmflituit 
ny and deep fighscomplained,asoneof thegreateft misfortunes of his Life. But af- Hundred® 
terward when he came to more ripe years, and had the opportunity of Books, a j 

and Teachers, then by ficknefs,. by his extraordinary care and folicitudein bufl- a. d. 866 . 
nefs, by the frequent hoftilities exercifed by the Pagans both by Land and Sea, he 
was diverted from what he exceedingly defired: yet ftill as lie could he omitted 
no opportunity, but ftole it from his Recreations, to improve himfelf. 

Marriei. 1 7. When he was twenty years Old, he Married Alfwitba, Ethefwida, or Egol- 
fwitha the Daughter of Ethelred Earl of the Gaini, Sirnamed'Afwi/, or the Great, 
from his ftature, of the Royal Bloud of the Mercians. In his two and twentieth u xo ., ern de 
year, his Brothers being now all dead, to whom, as Ajferius terms it, he had been crjepoa no- 
Secundary, he came to Poffeflion of the Kingdom, though not without relu&an- bilem j-cili- 
cy, out of apprehenfion of that danger which hung over his head, from the con- cec genepe 
ftant Invafions and Hoftilities of the Pagans.. And fcarcely had he made an end F 1:am ft- 
of his Brother’s Funerals, when after one Month he was forced with a Render 
Army to Engage their whole Power at Wilton. He had the better of it at the 
firft, for he put them to flight, but unwarily giving the Chafe, they rallied, and cognomma- 
returning upon his Men, now quite tired out, became Matters of the Field. And barup ojii- 
that it may rtot feem ftrange that here the Englifh fliould befoild, Ajferius lhews, al. 
that Befides the fmalnefs of their Number, in comparifon of the Enemy, this one’ 
year they had beenfpent and weakned by eight feveral Battels fought againft thefe 
Fights feveral Pagans. In thefe eight Battels periflied one Danijb King, and nine of their Earls, 

Battels with with innumerable multitudes of the lefler fort, befides what fell in thofe Excur- 
the Dane. f lons made by day and night, the number of which was not to be counted. 

The Annals inftead of eight, fay that nine feveral Battels were this year fought, 

* and that upon the Southern Bank of the River Thames , wherein one King, and 
Makes an a- nin e Earls were killed. Now this fame year the Weft Saxons made an Agree- 
greementwith ment with the Danes, on condition that they departed out of their Quarters, 

1 em - which they performed, fo wearied were both fides with thefe inceflant Hoftilities. 

The following year ( from Reading fay the Annals ) they went to London, and 
there they Wintered, whither the Mercians fent Meflengers, and renewed the 
Peace which they had formerly made with them. 

18. The year following being the DCCCLXXIV. of our Lord, and the twen¬ 
ty fourth of Alfreds Age, the Army of Danes left Wtylon, and went into the 
Who March Countrey of the Northumbrians , where in a Region called Lindefey they Wintrecf, 

Limiffb ™ an< ^ ^ iere a S a * n t ^ ie Mercians renewed the Peace. So Writes Afferius, and the 
° n ,H ' Annals fay the fame thing, adding this, that the place they Wintred in was a 
Village called Turcoftge. This Village is at this day known by the Name of Tork- 

fey 










WV fey, about five Miles South from Gainsborough in Lincolnshire, in that divifioh 
i 5 i^i°- a i ed Lindfey, fated upon the River of Trent, South from the River of Hmber 
^ (above twemy Miles) as-alt Lindfey is,being moil certamhr tvithm the Coun- 
trev of the Mercians, fo that a wonder it is thatboth JJferm and the Annals 
ihould place them in mthrnkrknd, which by univerfal confent was bounded 
on the South by die River Humber. But here we may fuppofe they chofe to take 
up their Quarters, becaufe of the conveniency of the River, by which carrying 
atWh Tide Veffels of conflderable burthen, they might receive fuppliK of Men;, 
drms, or Provif.ons from beyond the Seas as they had occafion ; for thtsreafon 
, afterward they landed fometimesin thofePart* and tookuptheu Qi^ersalfoat 
Gainsborough, where one of their greateft Tyrants was fobbed. The meaning of 
ft ferns to be this, that they defigned to pals into the Parts beyond Humber, 
but here ftopt,becaufe of conveniency, or becaufe Lindfey• ms fometune under 
the Power of the Kings of the Northumbrians ■ thereupon,and becaufe it lyes fo far 
North, by fome Writers,in a generalacceptation it came to be reckoned as l^rt °f it. 

That this was fo in the days of Aferks, (who yet bang a WelJhMm might be 
Ignorant in the Englijb Saxon Chorography) feems from what he writes at the 
y® a? Sloping, thaf the often mentioned Army of Danes quitting Unify, went 
mto Merck, and Wintred in the place called Hreepdme. Notwithfonding the 
renewing of the Peace,, .here they forced Burhrei King of the Mercians, to quit 
both the 8 Ifland, and his Kingdom, in the two and twentieth yeair of his Reign, 
whence he went to Rme, and not long after lus Arrival, died. He being gone, 
so. apoa t *ey brough"aU Mercia !mder their dominion : yet committed it to a fifty Set- Jc-fc 
tic Mercian J j- B fshred’s, one Ceolwulje on this condition, that he ihould agara reftore it j D s 
Kingdom, vant ^ Fo r performance hereof he gave Hollages, Nrcaon ^ 

and Swore that inno manner would he conttadift their will, butbe obedient tewI 
iTalUhSjs Hrepeniune is that Town now called Ref ton in Derbjfi,re thefcj*» 
Refidence of the Mercian Kings, when Derby was fcarcely fo good as a Village; J, r 

fca rf upon the River Trent, where it takes into it the River Dove eminent both 
for the ^Burial both of good King Ethelbald, and thedepnyal of this Burhred AnDafa , 
who tod all the while hf lived fupported his Title, partly with fair Unguage, ofJjjjAi 
“ “ | W Gifts and now (as one * obferves) became an Example to teach on Paohtq 

Men P ?n tow ticltlilh and llipp«y a place they Hand, who are underprop t one-goa gw 

ly J+ h Th Tonnes departing from Hreopdme, divided themfelves into two Patties. ^, 5 “» 
19. j I n u & ifpalfdene one of their Kings, went mto Northum- s u m mmi- 

Then fubdue One of them under C °J du( p, , / River Tyne and fubdued all the adjacent iMsCmku 

She? Paiy Commanded by Gothrrn OfiitiU and Amund threeotto=r ■ 

SetoftefiSh^aXVSauiffewas^ 

r&He 1 - 

Danes moveo " .. h eit h er f or t hat he being takenup . s „. 

fit inftead of Fighting, to | rea ’ , w hi c h made them fo bold as to an/cd m- 

Alfred then and were very willing to entertain vjveriur f rj^minions. For perfor- M a'Sh <«* 

S>ATdiS S". 
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ao. The year which followed being the DCCCLXXVI. of'Our Lord, and the W >~77 
twenty fixth after the Birth of Alfred, part of the Pagan Army remained "i-l- 
at Exeter, and another part in Harveft time made excUrfions into Mercia. The ^ 

number of thefe Rovers dayly encreafed, fo as any that fought with and defeated 
them never fo often, had but the fame endlefs employment as he that cut orf the 
Head of Hydra • for if as this day thirty thoufand of them were killed, to Mor¬ 
row others would fucceed them, and their number be doubled. Alfred perceiving 
that for all his labour for this reafonhe Ihould profit nothing, but that each Vic¬ 
tory (if he obtained it) would prove but a prelude to a farther trouble and ^f nul ’ 
danger, gave order throughout all his Dominions for furnifliing out Gallies, or /Si* 
long Ships, to prevent the landing of thefe troublefome Guefts. He himfelf liaf- mrntCvm- 
ted to Exeter, wherein he Befieged the Danes, from whom to cut off all fupplies ban rale- 
he manned out his Ships to intercept all provifions that lliould come by Sea. His a r i lonjar 
Navy met with one hundred and twenty of their Vefiels, upon which they fet F ab J MCa J 11 
with all violence imaginable, and all the Veffels full of Men as they were peri- pe f' 
Ihed j how AJfer’m tells us not, and the Annals fay it was by Tempelt near nUm ’ “ c ‘ 
Swanaivic. The fame year the Pagans quitting Werham, partly on Horfeback 
and partly on Shipboard, and thefe at Sea when they came to the place called 
Suanavtne penlhed to the number of one hundred and twenty Veffels, more * 

The Danes k e g ive n to the Copy of Aferius, whereas the Annals mention but Gnaue/ic. 

iuffer great one lofs at Sea this year, and the identity of the number in Aferius , makes 
loflejat Sea. 115 fu/pect it one and the fame lols, and that his Text is corrupted. Howe¬ 
ver foit happened, that the Danes affrighted with this great lols (or Idles) 
gave lnm what Hoftages he defired, and promifed to depart. This they did 
m the Month of Augufi marching into Mercia, which Region they granted 

amongft°ttomfelvcs! ‘ CerUln % Sm ° f the and ^ 

XI. In the year from our Lord’s Incarnation DCCCLXXVII, and the twenty 
feventh Alfred’s Nativity, the often mentioned Army of the Pagans from 
Exeter, m Chnfimas departed to Ceppanhamme a Royal Village feated *in the Nor- * n.,* ^ 
them part of Wiltjbire on the Eaftern Bank of the River, ‘m Britifb called^ nmfn T 
StZZ* Hen ‘ e r d e . xc V rflons fnt0 the Territories of the Weft nijTjiah 


Savn „' _r „. “ —toe lerntones ot the Welt nijrjiah 

The Weft all neceffari« h tn 1 c forCe f t0 u quit the . La ^ d > and in g feat fear and want of 

Saxon: fub- ““ f 11c ^ the Seas i fuch as remained were conftrained to fubmitthem- cu ftr c, n e 7 

mitting to the 5 ° thei f Authority. Alfred with a'few of his Nobility, with a fmall Party of l n °^ 1£nra - 
Sows Suuldiersanc 1 fome of his Vaffals in Woods and the.miry parts of Somerfetfbinwt as ‘ pIu ' 
ihiftt. forc 110 ^ lde ^ lls Head. A miferable life he led,having nothing whereby to fubfift qU< ^ 
except what by ftealth and Irruptions he could get from thePagans i from his & 
tSennV^O^ WhlC ? , hadfub ^ ltted themfelves unto them. 8 He was forced Abon. P 
WfffS^n ,^ er l W r lth - ° n u ?■ th ® peepers of his Cattel. The f Neatherd’s ? 

time J bufie in . bakul S Cakes u P° n the Hearth, the King fate by 
menS nf w ^ ani U P h,s Bow and Arrows with his other Habili- § 

ments of War. It happened that the Cakes,fet too near the fire,burned, at which the Wall( " um f ui 

them awa y> bmTJliZte 

the Cakes that -1 Guef LVP on tb ® Bei l cll > How now man wilt thou not turn * 1 »Jb"*n *4 

iej Zl ht , * Thou woulde ft be glad to have a fhare of them when they are f ff r f m,dum 

arid who to n dSfT 0man ( R yS thought (he fpake to King tljS'S" 

■•/ e who had fought fo many Battels with the Pagans, and got fo many Vidt6- c o^enerent. 
ries over them. But fo great afflidion happened tohim, as fur Authour guef- r 

his years when he foil erne to thfcov^S, ™‘ SM 

heard and relieved his opprefted Subjeds, for which negled St. Neolus his Kinf- 
man foretold out of a Prophetick Spirit, that thefe Calamities would fall Upon 
lum. In the mean time the Brother of Hinguar and Healfdene departing from 
Swales with three and twenty Ships, whtre they had made great wafte 72 
bl^he K\Ztr e) andfac ! n p Caft ^ called Cynwith, were kill Jina Salley made 
Banner called Eeafa^hL^T 1 h^ 0 L Undred theirmen. There was takeri theif 
three Sifter, a ^ V fr bee ? made at one Noon-time of the day by the 

Blttel if tU 0 L H * M &“ ar and ¥j* bba the Daughters of Lodelrock. Before every 
t0 be thelikenefs of a living and flying CroW 

it would hang *5 lf ’ but mxafe tlle y Happened to have the worft 

“ a11 And tWslwh ofen p- 
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theLeague. 
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22. This fame year Alfred built after Eafler a Caftle at a place'called * Ethelin-* Ajfem f. 

; naesr, whence with his Nobles of Somerfetjhire he made frequent excurfions againft 
the Pagans. In the feventh week after Eafler he rode to the Hone of ^-gbryht in A 
the Eallern part of the Wood called Selwad, in Latine Silva Magna, and Coitmaur 
in Britijh , (in the Eallern part of Somerfetfire , now not fo great) where met The uie 0 1 : 
him all the Inhabitants of Somerfetjhire , Wilts, and fuch of Hamfire as had not jjjfj 
been driven beyond the Sea, who received their Ring as one nfen from the dead, d | ngof 
with extraordinary Joy, and there they refted themfelves that Night. Diflodg- River Pmm 
ingas foon as itwas light, they travelled that day as far as Acglea and the next 
arrived at a place called Ethandun, (now Edindon in Wilt fire) where they inga- hhim and hk 
ged the whole Power of the Danes , and got the Vidory. They purfuedlhem to ^ ft*, 
one of their fortiffd Caftles, to which Alfred caufed dole Siege to be laid, which named/now 
having continued fourteen days, the Pagans pinched with hunger and cold and de- known by the 
Ipairing of Relief, yielded on condition to have leave to depart out of the King’s of* 
Dominions • for to depart they were, and gave up what Hoftages he was pleaied smerietjbire. 
to nominate, confirming the Agreement alfo by their Oaths. Got hr an alfo their 
King ingaged to becom? a Chrilian and be baptized: All which Covenants thty 
faithfully performed. For after about three weeks he came to Alfred , then ly- nojhi Cur¬ 
ing at Aire a place near to Ethelingaeg Cnow Aulre in Somerfetjhire upon the —- 
River Parrel, a Village confifting of a few poor Cottaj ? e O accompanied with monem ^ 
thirty of the choiceft of his Army, and Alfred adopting him for Ins Son, recei- Smam f um 
ved him out of the Font, and named him Athelflan • die folemnity of loofing his 
Chrifmal Ligamant, was performed at Wetmore or Wadmore an Houle of the chefterdifto 
King’s, with whom he continued twelve days ( or twelve Nights to fpeak m the 
Dialed of our Saxon Anceftours ) and then returned, both he and his followers juxta Him- 
having received very great Prefents. So good a change was wrought upon them, tindoniam. 
that they kept their word. For the next year they departed from Cippanham to Cippan- 
Cirencefire, and there continued an wholetwejve Month. Thence removed they 
to the Eaft Angles, the Countrey whereof together with Northumberland, fome nundinis y o/ . 

' write that Alfred gave to Guntrun at his Chriftening, to be held in fealty of 

for the Gift of Northumberland, we have nothing to lay, but as to th e jbi re ) ckr* 
other there is extant the 0 ) Form of a. League made betwidt thrfe two Kings. 
in the firft Article whereof the Limits of their Territories are thus defatbed. fZ llL 
' The Limits of our Land are firft upon the Thames, then proceed they to the Rt- fordo Edm. 
ver Lee as far as his Fountain , then freight to Bedford, and fo up to the River C i. 
Oufe, as far as Wzthng-ftreet. Thefecond Arndt, appoints the value of a Man 
fain, whether Englilh or Dane, to be four Marks of melted Gold, and the Redemp- |L 
tion of each four hundred Shillings. But if the Kings Servant or Thane, was accu- on g eme j ie> 
fed of Manfaughter. The third Article proceeds, that he be tried by twelve other -j 5 g onneU p 
of the Kings Servants. In cafe he was not the Kings Servant, but belonged to fome on Lisar. 
inferiour Lord, he fould be tried ly eleven of his Equals, and by one of the King s Wang 
Servants. The fame Order was to be taken in allfuits , which exceeded four Marks. Dgnod 
Bar in cafe be refafed t, mderooe tbit Trial bis fin, was to lemreafed three 
fold. The fourth appoints Touchers for the fait of Men, Horfes or Oxen. The B "h 
and laft ordains, that none from either Army fhould pafs to the other without leave, jj e6an j; 0 j,. 
And in cafe it be ly way of Traffick, fuch fall find Sureties for their Civil Deport- M * on up 
went, that the Peace may not be infringed. Such was the League the Preface to on Vran od 
which declares, that it was made betwixt the two Kings, Elf red and Oyjhrun (fo fshnsap 
the Saxon ) by confent of all the wife men of the Englif, and of all thole that tjm. 
inhabited Eaft England, and that not onely in behalf of themfelves, but of then • ■ 
Pofterity. This efficiently Iheweth that the Eallern Parts of England htlon- ^ ^ 
ged to the Danes. Yet Poly dore Virgil calling this King by the Name of Gornon, nej . pepe j 
vehemently contends that he had not that Countrey bellowed on hirn. Kraut- c 
zius alfo denies, that Gormon was converted to the Faith; yet confelles that about Be ?es- 
this time, one Froto was converted. Whatever they write, this League evincetn num te be- 
the Diftin&ion of their Territories, and the Teftimony of Ajferius, is uncontrol- rogene 
lable as to his Baptifin, who lived himfelf at this very time, notjp mention that r> c i 
the Annals ( ancient Monuments alfo ) affirm the lame. Be gecl . 

24. But the fame year that thefe things thus palled, another great Army or 
Pagans came from beyond the^eas, andlaihngup the Thames, wintred at Pul- 1ca i je ote- 
lonham, now Fulham, at prefent the feat of the Bilhop of London, upon this Ri- on 
vet. The fame year happened alfo a great Eclipfc of the Sun. In that which 
followed, the Army of Danes, that wintred at Fulham, pafled over the Sea into slum 
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the Eaftern France , and continued a whole year at Ghent, whence the Summer S w 
following they pierced farther into, the Countrey, and had battel given them by 
the. Franks, with what Succefs as to particulars we know not, but with no grea t 
Difad vantage Purely ^ to the Danes, who after the Fight became Horfemen, and 
SKt after ward palTed up the River * Meufe, farther into the Land, and there wintred. Al- * ben F oe 
Mdfter at Sea, fred in the mean while, being by experience Efficiently inftruded, that his main P hepup 
care ought to be employed how to become Mailer at Sea, in three years time on&lon S 
provided , him a Fleet, wherewith lie ingaged fome Rovers, and took two of F eo l> 
their Veflels, killing all he ound therein. Two other ffiips were commanded by ? n Fjlonc ' 
two of their Princes, who with all their Fellows being much wounded, and ti- j’/ ta 
red out in fight call down their Arms, and with bended Knees and humble lup- 
plications yielded themfelves into his Hands. Their Countreymen the following hoc modi- 
year, failed up the Kmv Scheld, as far rfs a Monaftery of Nunns called Cundoht pqirlumen 
and there took up their Winter Quarters. qiio& &ici- 

The Banes in- r z *' The year that followed being the DCCCLXXXIV, of Our Lord, and the ^ Ine r e 
vade jQnt. four and thirtieth of King Alfred's Age, this Army divided it felf into two Bodies mju ™ 
whereof the one held on irs courfe into the Eaftern parts of France, and the o- on ‘ 
ther making for this Ifland, arrived in Kent, and laid fiege to the City of /fo-Lm 
chefler. Before the Gate they built a Fort, and ufed all means they could to be- tram 7 
come Mailers of the place, but the Inhabitants madeftout refiftence, and held P^incforpm 
out till King Alfred came to their relief, the noife of whofe approach frighted a- f :num \ msl - 
way the Befiegers to their Ihips, wherein they were conftrained to return to the mhc 
Coafts of France. The League which was made betwixt Alfred and Guthrun .it feems 
was broken by this time,probably by that Intelligence which the Danes, inhabiting 
halt England ,with then* Countrey men,that ever and anon arrived.^Tf/found 
himfelf concerned to man out his Fleet, to leften and reftrain their Power which 
defign fo profpered, that coming to the Mouth of the River Stour, and meeting 
thirteen of the Enemies ffiips, which came ready prepared for an Encounter, they 
took them and lulled all their Men. But growing fecure upon this Succefs, the 
Danes gathered together all the Veflels they could make, and fetting upon them 
as they lay in the fame place in a carclefs pofture, fpoiled their Triumph at their 
return. The year that followed, a confiderable Number of thefe Danes who had 
come from the Weft, quitting Britain, returned into that Quarter by Sea and'*"' 826 ' 
pafled up the River Seine as far as Paris. There they incamped where ^hey 
could bell intercept the paflage of the Citizens, over the Bridge, the 
City being feated in the midft of the River in a little Ifland, and continued their 
liege for a whole year, but fuch was the Vigilancy and Induftry of the Inhabi¬ 
tants that they could not force their Entrance. While God Almightythuspre- 
ferved the City of Paris, from the Violence of the Barbarians, at the lame time he 
was pleafed to reftore the City of London to her Ancient Luftre, lhe having as 
well as many other Englif Cities been defaced, and depopulated by thefe continu¬ 
al Invafions of the Pagans. King Alfred making it his chiefelb care to lepair it, 
made it habitable, and committed it to the Government of Ethered, the Earl of 
the Mercians, to whom he gave his Daughter Ethelfieda in Marriage. To him 
turned now all fuch Englif and Saxons, as formerly had been difperfed, and had li¬ 
ved m captivity under the Danes, and willingly fubmitted to his Dominion, and 
* ro ™ the Rovers he refted quiet lor about eight years (fome fay thirteen, but 
jmhrun dieJ ‘ ^ ™ r , he An J ia{s beat not Teftimony) four of which being expired, Guihnm 
departed thi^hfe 1 " 8 ^ ^ A ° nals CaI1 him 3 who rei gned in Eaft England, 

z6. AH this while the other Northern Rovers employed themfelves upon the 

fin n rhPv n bi? a w- ln l C ° nt T Ua I . n '[ aflGns ^ance, which they never left haraffing 
1 they had Neuftria affigned them to inhabit, to which they affixed the Name oi 
Normandy. Eight years being palfed from the laft hoftility they had attempted in LammcuU 
b f in P b A eaten out of France by the EmperourW//; is 
and the Bntains, pafled from the Eaftern to the Weftern parts of France, and wratSaf" j 
fl l rni ^ g the “ fe j, ves with Veflels, with two hundred and fifty SZ* t 
The Roven r;’ \ ma . de f or Ea p er n Coafts of Kent , and there put into a River called Emulpfoim. 

!" >»• i he Andred, a Wood .which extended it felf til length EL 

IS? and and in breadth contained thirty. Into this W 5 od ito £//.,■ 

they drew up then ilttps about four MUes from .the Rivers Mouth, where they ♦;»>*"«. 

‘ A en f T with e « ht y Veffls n,ore entred do tit"- 

. ,. t le Thames, and built a Fort at Midleton, while the former Army re- vrannidu 

ained in a place called Apletree. Alfred to prevent the ftorm which he faw vi ? 

^ d coming 
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c coming faft upon him, refolved to hinder the Correfpondence which was wont 

io. t0 be entertained betwixt the new Comers, and thofethat were already fixed 
in the Countrey, a thing which ever proved of pernicious Confluence; . Thofe 
tl'Sd of Northumberland he obliged to him by an Oath of Fidelity and the Inhabitants 
of Ejfex from whom he received Hoftages, forever as any Strangers invaded 
the Land they were wont either to join with them or commit fomeilofUlity 
themfelves, while the King’s Forces were elfewhere employed. Having then got 
a fufficient Power together, he incamped himfelf betwixt the two Armies at 
fuch a diftance, as to be ready for either of them, m cafe they offered to re¬ 
move. And dividing his Army into two Parts, onehekept incamped with an Eye 
upon the Enemies main Body,' the other was ready upon all Occafions to reftrain 
fuch Parties as foraged the Countrey. They ranged up and down till they came 
into Ejfex, and thence again patted the Thames into Surry, where at Farnham the 
King’s Troops met them, and put them to the rout. Their King was wounded, 
and with one Party Raid behind, the reft eroded the Thames again into an Bland 
near Colne C fomefay in Ejfex, others by Colebrook) where the Kings Army 
befieged them fo long, till Provifions failed. In the mean time the Danes of Nor¬ 
thumberland, not able to hold their Hands while they faw their Countreymen in- 
riching themfelves with Booty, broke their Faith, and with an hundred mips com¬ 
ing t0 theEaft Angles, fcouredthe Southern Parts, as they did with forty, the 
Northern Coafts, and failing about came to Exeter , which they prefently behe¬ 
ad. Alfred hearing this bafted thither with all his Army, except a ftrong Party 
of Welfh which marching to London joined with the Citizens, and others that' 
came from the Weft, and then went Eaftward to Beamfleet. Where Haeftenhmmg 
built a Fort was himfelf gone out to forage, but had left a ftrong Party to de¬ 
fend it But this Party they cut in pieces, plundered the Caftle, took much 
Booty and Prifoners, and either deftroyed all their fhips, or brought them away 
to London or Rochefler. c 

27 Among other Prifoners was taken the W ife or Haeflen, with his two Sons 
which fo afteded the Barbarian, that he begged Peace of the King, giving 
Hoftages and Oath for his peaceable Deportment. Alfred fet his Wife and his 
Sons at Liberty, to one of which he himfelf was Godfather, and the other was 
the Godfon of Earl Ethelred , and beftdes he beftowed on him a good Summ of 
Money. But returning to Beamfleet , he could not reftrain his ravenous Inclina¬ 
tion, but fell of wafting the County adjacent ; which was under the Government 
of Ethelred his Goflip. After this both Danifi Armies joined, and coming to 
Their Armies Shobury in Ejfex, there built another Caftle. Thence faffing the Thames, with 
join wafting f uch M ; 0 i nec j wit h them from Northumberland andEaft England, they marched 
'* ,iear tvern ‘ on to Severn, w’afting all in their way. Here the King’s Captains, Ethered, Ethelm 
and Ethelnoth , with Forces taken out of all the Countries, adjoinmg, pitch d 
their Camp over againft them at a place called Buttington ( in Montgomery fine ) 
the River running betwixt them, and there they faced one another for many 
Alfred befie- we eks. In the mean time the King by a fiege forely diftrefled the Danes in Ex- Hie Jiapa 
zes the Danes who having eaten part of their Horfes refolved to Tally out, and join withlarucena 
m mer. p e j| ows that lay incamped on the Eaft fide of the River, but the King fet r e 

upon and difeomfited them all with lofs of Ordhelm, and feveral other of his own ^ a 
Officers. Thofe tint remained fled to Ejfex to the Fort they had there built 
and their lhips. But no fooner was one Party fupprefled, but another aroie. Lot 
one of theft Leaders, before Winter gathered a great Army out of ^England 
and Northumberland , and depofiting their Wives, Ships and Moneys m the Hands ot 
the Eaft Angles , marched, Day and Night with fuch Expedition, that they came 
to a City of the Weft called Wirheal which they took, eer the Army that put- 
fued could reach them. „. , . , vrbs^h- 

,8. Having wafted the Countrey round, the year following, they quitted the dieChe pj 
place and invaded North Wales ,which after they had plundered,they returned fome^ w a- 
The Danes into Northumberland, and fome into Eaft England; whence proceeding into JJe , * jj ie - ft v. 
invade N w/j- . fe- izec \ on a f ma ll Ifland lyingtoward theEaft, called Merefii, and another ' ononaB j* 
Party returning by Sea from the Siege, landed upon the Coaft of Sujiex, where j. ejr p e 
the Inhabitants of Chicbefler Sallying out, flew many of them, and took fomeot ffmpeon 
their Ships. The fame year they that feized upon Mereflg, drew up their Ships, pyhealu . 
fome into the River of Thames , and others into Lee-Road on the Bank of wluch, 5 ; 
t!ie year following, they built a Fort about twenty milesfrom London. TheL*#- n - 
doners looking upon this as a curb not to be endured, with other Afliftents, endea¬ 
voured to demolifh it, but were beaten back with lofs of many Men, and a- 
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mongft .the reft, three of the King’s Officers. Hereupon the King in time of Har-SevQ- T - 
veft Incamped nearer the City, to reftrain the incurfions of Danes upon the Rea- 
pers. As he was RxdiTig on a time by the River Lee, it came into his Head, that 
rLif gmS ri°r lar S e Dltc ! les °P each fide, he might turn the Stream from the 
Chanel, and fo caufe their Ships to reft upon the dry ground; which thing ha¬ 
ving devifed, he attempted with fuch fuccefs, that the Danes perceiving they were 
not to begot of^ fent away their Wives and Children into Ea & England, and on 
foot marched as far as a place called Quatbrig upon the Severn , where they built 
a Fortrefs and Wintred. The Citizens of London , very joyfully and in Triumph 
brought fuch of their Ships as they could get off, into their own Road, and the 
^ hey n bUmt , 0r r dl !? b ed V This happened three years after that from the tranf- 
marine Parts, thefe Danes firft arrived in the mouth of Lirnene. During thefe 
UuT ["a 6 th n ee A earS f ged , a S l ‘ e ? tPla gue, bothamongftMen and Cattle. Trie King 
loftmoft ofhis choiceft Nobility, as Smthdfe Bifhop of Rochefler, and feveral 
f ^i Ceolmmd in Kent, Brithulfe in Ejfex, Wulfred in Hampjhire, befides 
Mbard Bifliop of Dorcefler, Eadulf the King’s Officer in Sujfex, Beonmulfe 
thers ^ ° f WmheJier > Eigulfe Mafter of the King’s Horfe, and many o- 

.• a9 ‘ r ' r (i ls Difafter was followed by many irruptions made by the Danes Inhabi- 
rhe Dams ot ting Northumberland and Eaft England, into the Territories of the Weft Saxons 

^Si^Xr f ti» h : ir K 0nBG ^ iK J 4ich ^ had built ™”y jm. bZc 7i 

kriand, overmatch them King Alfred commanded other Gallies to be made twice as 
Tcrritoriel and ?? both and fteddie r than they, fomeoffixty Oars, 

the Weft _ 2 d / ? ° f P 0r ,f? I f ke t0 , Wh i, ch were not then in ufe > eit ber amongft the Danes 
Saxm ' n At thlstime tl ? e . I< I® of m £ ht > the Coafts of Devonfiire, and other 

Theille of S Pam w ^ e nuich infefted by fix Pickeering Vefiels which hovered upon 
mgk, md thefe (Quarters. The King commanded fome of thefe new Gallies to be Manned 

? pe ™* * he Fight was h y Water » and 

with Pirates. dexterity and courage enough on both fides. 

dl extent hnf S t Shl r s ft r. anded » one efca P ed awa Y into Eaft England, and 
a f except but fuch as ferved in this, were either flain or taken,, but not with- 

2 ° an a r f eta - ^t epnfiderable lofs afto on the King’s fide. Here fell Lucumon the King’s Earl, /Ebelcenb 
T‘ m ’ and EM 1 rM the Overfeefof tliecy™ 5 ? r 

\ i 1,he F ">«PfnH>ed, ofthe Englijb fixty two, and of the Dam, iLd. 
one hundred and twenty. The Prifoners were led to the King to Winchefter, where 
diedand publickEnlmies. This year pul F ,„cCt.. 

WriJTJJdX r fafter of th f. Km S s Horfe, who was alfo his Goeernoiir ofmnge r hopr 
w ’ n ik h [ efore f - this tlme fubjed to his Command. The year fol- J*S'n re 
nioh??/?' 1 norfu ”o notable, but that Ethelm the Earl of WUtJhire died nine ?,? eac Pe - 
the Annak in matters of fmalieft conference;) before 
zf 7 r ’j d *“ Was * e lallof E,hmJ Btri of Oevon/bire, and of theBi- 
Sar/en?±t„f hefe , Ull,ered anotte *«*• ** himfelf,: who 
S °f tIl 5 ee y ears of Peace > a s a preparation to everlafting. Re- 

Alfred d yej. p “® a “ d pe ^» m the five and twentieth of October, in the one and -fiftieth Die -j Ka- 
LfrLLl!! , and t]lirtieth of i? ls Reign, in the year of our Lord, DCCCC. ^nd. No- 
P lied from a temporal to an eternal Kingdom. vemb. it a 

hi, 3 £nnW e - er COn / lder J f e wor , th of his p etion, will find that oiir opinion of ^ 

WnChmty. A Mari who Chumariefrail^ m ^ h * 
ty alone let afide ) fo difeharged all the Offices of a King and of a Chriftian as i ui 
fialmlft ^ ^^in“Vertuesto have been fo accurate, by whofe 
Lpemal difaufett® ^ exam P ,e no;infirmity of Body, no travel of mind, ran. 

His indifpofi. 1 d an gers can excufe from the performing of all dutieswhich 

tionof A.^^ e,a f 10 n, a Man ftandsinbothto God and Men, exatfeth from Jbim. In what 
how fpp!nm ft ir rban - Sh i e IVd and rei gned , we-have fufficiently feen already, 

T : - e - eaj ° y&ife Krand-quiet, in what perpetual diftradtions 
griefs IwerbSS Tl man would;have been involved. But his inWard 
davftoLwf i g / and ; pr f n S as werehls outv'ard moleftations; fcarecly one 
fro y rri^«^-S fanC — ; l® cartl f t0 be forty five years of Age, was he free 
W ' From his CMdhodd, till he came to be 
y; ^ ’ Ae Piles - Then after his Marriage, 

ffiould he Yhm? ahd £ ra nge pain,; that no Phyficiari could guefs what the caufe 

others thought it die mere effect of the 

ibrt^of^F^ef ^’and^ c S f d “ vieS aJ J.S bdd Men, others imagined it Ari’unufual 
orr ot^ tei er, and otheis his former dneafe of the Haemorrhoids inefeafed to a 

. ‘ Dd i greater 










'I be Monarcvy oj w&uju - 


-*-T~^Z Up was afraid left Leprofie, Blindnefs, or fome other dreadfull 

Sea. I o. I r€ ^ n ^ a feuld follow upon it, which P render Men both defpicable and unfer- 
bymptom torn r J f en f lble of the pronenefs o£ Nature to fleihly Lufts 

he was married he prayed that fome Infirmhy 
m the heat y >» , abate tbe f e defires and inclinations, now that 

might fall uponi h b g f Relaxation of this Grief, and as he had 

he K hbfecondwasnot denied,. But though feldom 

ttHimt 1 ^en£yed any eafe for a Day.or a Nighty an Hour, 
did his pun 1 »v r of the return ofhisalmoft unfapportable Torment, 

yet th f Hbnk him PP vet was the employment of his time fo fruitfull in all refpedls; 

Ofthihis Chaplain an Eye-wit- 

HrS'ses e . 

S ° and^rtSs P his Huntfmen and Falconers, contrived new Buildings more fump- 
and Artificers, ms , h himfelf being the Inventour and Architect, 

by heart, aniVaw that others did the like. 

Conlkntlv was he preffent at Divine Service, Pfalms or Prayers he read, his di- 
Conftantly was P H ou rs ^ ^ ce l e brated, alone in the Night time when all 
urnal and n he frequented Churches and then performed his Devotions,over- 

others were afl^p, h que Strangers,fet himfelf to the fearching out 

£ W A£rf 3 SSmSS^ in all thefe Employments,and during Ins Pains 
u u C A with incomparable Affability, and pleafantnefs toward all Men. 

behaved him Galls Paeans, Britatns, Scots and Armenians on their own 

Ma ny /T^’rr 1 ^Subieasaswell noble as ignoble, all whom according to their 
Accord, becamedns^Sub^as weun^ and relieved „ his0 wn 

feveral Qualities and strangers or his own Chaplains, he heard conftantly 

Nation. "h^opT the wS Clefgy,his Earls and Nobles, his Servants 
and attentively S uch of their Sons as were at Court he 

and Familiars, he loved m . own Children, inftrufting them himfelf 

took perfonal care aU thefe he had no 

comfortat all Jand^s if uo other iSS 

S Friends, that he was dellitute of Divine Wifedom, 

and of the bufmefs to get fuch men about him as could bdtfupply this 

tib defire and 32. He made it ms reDrefented to him far greater than indeed it was. 

.SE=r ±^Xnd^ warlike to that of Solomon, fo 

' r S pfc nf his Prayers was (though not proportionably) the fame, God giving 
thefuccefsothis l y >• fifnot Riches yet; Honour mfuch abun- 

him both qj. fo^a^Ages afterward attained. Four 

? aM 5 lCletkshefent JoStoilfe«ia,andfomJhetod inIus own paKtnal Dorn, 
learned.ClCTKslw|entm iaeavours his in&tmble deftreof knowledge 

monS o ii For both Night and Day when he had any fpare tune he heard 

was ftdl exercifed. Fo^ §- £ them in attendance, whereby it came 

ssESSgSfta-KMBSM 

contenting hunlelt witn wnat y of m i es f or jf er the Writer of 

men he could hear of 0 , d ^ re f erre d fuitably to their Merits. By af- 

^IsSSSiSSSSsSSSS, 

fal knowledge exceeded aim » • b -„ bu finelsto be throughly vprfed in Di- 

learned: kt Speech, Mylfeiesof all Li- 

vine and Pra&ical knowledge. pe \ n vi' The preateft part of the 

g£gi^att^®s3ji«s 

tion of“the Pfalms of David. . ^ 33. The 
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H«Devotion,. 3 3. The more wonderfull this isffill, if we conlider that hisDevotions tool, „„ c a 

fo much time as fcarcely any Religious Perfon, whofe work olnnp ,v °? S 1 L * Sedt 3 o. 

in God’s Service. He LdL Vol todedicafeThimonetSn^E ^ 
necef & r y Refrelhuigs. And becaufe herein he could not. be accurate for 
the clouding of the Ait and want of Clocks, (which in this A*emSj 
ed) he caufod fix large Tapers of Wax to be provided, each twelve * Inches in * Ur 

■ W. b y burning of which he meafured out the four and twenty Hour, qusoue ' 

Perceiving that the burning of them was unequal by reafon that th* Wind through can&-l a n 
Jnt I 1 !!? ! heCrames °J’. Wal,s of bis Chapel, or the thin Cloths of his Tents Unciar P o1 ' 
„ u? C C j e „ ’ t0 P r !y ent *h ls inconvenience he invented a Lanthorn made nf Ilc, r 5n re 

fcfiuZ' ' 7 °°!^ of Oxen. But that which took up not the leaft oaS of * r>gnata r , n 

J • thus divided with the hearing of Caufes and Adminiflration of Tnf&v> f b‘S time longicuMne 

relieve the Poor and Diftrefled, Night and ]nlX tSled ■ Jr’ J her ? n to habe P^- 
ell that Kingdom (faith our Aut S) £fi£f him SSStoSdS&f ^ in ^ 

. did they apply themfelves to learning, and fuch as by^eafon of ^ ^ l gC 
Avocations could not doe it, brought ud their Snnc i-lipir re r § e or other 
pendants and Servants to reade to them As he hS Sf Q Kuifmen ° T r De- 
oudy as to Authority but Adminiltatta of Juffiref look ^SXtfe C "T 
mould kefurnillied with able Minifl-prc u i. ./ , ca re tnat his People 

Encourages come to fpeak of the Laws and Politv nf a we A “ a “ declare when we 

u Wet' d f inB u'^ is ? orernmc "t &ice didTotSySg„ 0 but?riS em 

II* manage.°f> Prince ; Kcrtem Jm^grS 1 '“/how 0 lieI'nt hT ft Cooceri '™" K 
ufesandfubdividedit SStfeePoSons ■«?fil 15' he . app ? inted “ *culst 

Maas 

ferred on fuch Poor as flocked to him our nf oil 5 !?? 1 “£Jrfl: ofthefehecon- 
Mpnafteries he had caufe^ mbebfokat^p/ N ' j The fecond 0Ii two 
third to a School which he had ereSl f and at Sco fofi*rg. The 

own Nation, , faid to have been at 0 ^ J rU& ° n tbe Nobilit Y of his 

fourth to the Monafteries round abniir in c Ut mentions no place. The 
w he means) and ^r ld flp ^^^^ th e Weft Sal 

Servants of God in 'mtah a„»Tcl7\ by ma L a ,^ Churches aTd 
in Ireland he either according t^T l • ? \ Amonca > Northumberland, and alfo 
portunity and ° r refolved » d odt as op! 


If- Such 
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t r\ U Such was the demeanour of Alfred in his Religious and Civil kind of life, 
a demeanour accurate indeed, but not fuch as can denominate him a forma or 
foppilh man, for under all thisDifcipline he was not fowreor melancholly, but 
carried himfelf fas an eye or ear witnefs left recorded after fos Death, when he 
could have no temptation to flatter him) with wonderfull Affability; and Faceti- 
Kis Divertife- ^foefs To his feverer Studies and Pradices he alfo joyned the gentde Divertife- 
n,ents ’ ments of Muftck and Hunting (things not poilible to be reached by formal Fops, 
may our Wits be Judges) and his Military skill and valour was foi admirable, that 
no Difafters or Difcouragements could abate it. Malmesbury tefhfies of him that 
while he was overthrown and lay as it were groveling on the Earth, he was ftill 
HisCourage. Tterrour to his Enemies. In all Battels he was prefent every where, finking!*. 

to the Hearts of his Enemies fear and coldnefs, and palenefs into their Faces, adding 
frefli Courage to his own Men. He alone would expofe his Bread to the Enemies 
Swords, healone wouldreftore the Fight when his Army. was ready'to runaway, 
and by his Example conftrain hisSouldiers to repell themfultmg and purfuing P 
cans Nay after he had been forced toflie, he became more^temble to his 
Vo 2 s the memory of his Defeat made him more Circumfped, and an ardent de- 
Ere ofRevenge more venturous. Fifty fix fet Battels by Sea and Land he fought 
acainft the Danes and of thefe eight in one day, fo that by his ipiraculous Cou- 
rfgea ft ndCondua: he fo afflided and tired them, though they Mcameinfrelhnum- 
, & i • r i 1PV W ere forced to give up what Hoftages he pleafed, and 

Thatthef i are , not Flou ' 

rUhra the univcrfal confent of Writers bears Witnefe, all who admire f 1 ” “1“ 
and bv an unparallel’d example tax him with no Vice at all; fomewhat 

^eriar fpeahsofhJiw/w’sdyeft^to^himtlien^le^ofadmmdlrmg^^ftic^wh^^ 

ST h U^?he whole we cannot but difinils him with the ° f 

Wonda, |owhich SIgfltfe 

S upon his P?ew and Religion it would feem that he had never gone 
refled upon “J. f lf his Warlike Exploits, that he had lived no where 
out of a Mona / • i u ° writings and Studies, that he had fpent his whole life 
butina Camp - If on to witinp , Adminiftration of the Affairs 

“ 'oUhSt y and A K’one W w e ould S thinh that his whole time had been 

“ emplojedm nothing elfe but enafling Laws, and promoting Jultice m Ins Tn- 
“ b rL a nafo«h a eneraliyelleemed the firft Monarch of the EngfStxm 

mmsm 

>. ^Lrnims ul whh ^Affairs of thathis own Countrey, more particularly 
Aferius acquaints us witn tne Anai Hg teUs us that at t hat time and 

in relation to the Obedience theypaidm / . f Bih (p extra u s 

,ong before aU theW othe Dominion ^ King ^ 

B /People of Demetiaor South Weft Wales, be- 

S ““StheAllJce tta-W 

'He ™ "dmi.ted into his Prefence; andw.th muchhc- 
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nour entertained by him, who at his receiving confirmation from the hands of a Sed. i o- 
Bilhop, acknowledged him his Spiritual Son, and at his departure prefented him 
very richly. The etfed of this Meeting was, that he fubjeded himfelf to the So-1 a& ira- 
vereignty ofKing Alfred , to be obedient to biffi in all things as Earl EtheIred znd 
the Mercians were. Neither in vain did any of thefe obtain the friendfhip of the 
King. For fuch as defired Earthly power hereby found a means to increafeit, luch ac . 
as defired Money had Money, fuch as defigned Familiarity got Familiarity, and fuch ce puij\ 
as would have both obtained both. All of them procured Love, Defence, and Protec¬ 
tion on every fide, as far as the King was able to proted himfelf and his own Subjeds. 

37 . King Alfred by Elfwitha his Wife, with when) he i lived m all Conjugal 
hi. Wife and temperance, had feveral Children. His Eldeft was * Etbeljleda, married to Eadred *yEpel F loe&. 
Children. Cou r nt of t h q Mercians. The next was a Son named f Edward. The third a 16 adjpep&. 
Daughter, Ethelgeda as fome call her, but Aferius names her li Ethelgeofc foe MW* 
was Abbefs in the Nunnery founded by her Father at Shaftsbury. The fourth F n - 
was Elfrida, Aferius calls her * Elfthrith , married to Baldwin the fecond Count 
of Flanders. The fifth and the youngeft was* Ethelward, \yho by Divine. Coun- . .jv 
cil (faith our Authour) and the admirable Providence of th6 King, together with ^ 
well nigh all the Noble Children of the whole Countrey, and many of the Infe- apb . 
riour fort?, was committed to the Difcipline of the School under the diligent care 
of Mailers. In this School Books of both Languages, Latin and Saxon were 
diligently read. They were taught alfo to Write, infomuch that before they had 
ftrength ro undergoe Manly Exercifes, which befit Noble Perfons, as Hunting and 
the like, they became Studious and ingenious in the Liberal Sciences. Edward and 
Elfthrith were always brought up at. Court diligently attended by their Nurfes 
and Governours (as defigned to Princely Eftate and Government) being exceed¬ 
ingly beloved by all, both home born and Strangers, to whom they carried them- 
felves with all humble Affability and Gentlenefs. To their Father they lhewed 
all manner of Duty and Subjection, neither were they amid their other Employ¬ 
ments fuitable to theft Birth fuffered to live idly and carelefly without Liberal 
Studies. For they diligently learnt Pfalms by heart, read Saxon Books, but efpe- 
cially got by heart Saxon Poems, and very frequently , made ufe of other 
Books. • ’ ; • ■ 

ToAifrcdiuc. 38. Of thefe Edward the Eldeft Son fucceeded his Father in the fixteenthyear 
ceeded Ed- 0 p y eo t j ie Sixth, Porphyrogenitus Emperour of the Eaft, the fecond of Lewis the 
mrdt Fourth Emperour of the Weft, the fame year that Charles the Simple began his 
Reign in France , in the Fourth Indication, A. I). DCCCCI. Ingulphus aQ d Mal¬ 
mesbury after him writes of him that in Learning he was far Interiour to his Fa- 
A Glorious ther, but incomparably more glorious in the Power of his Kingdom, that , he in- 
K' n S> deed had conjoyned the two Kingdoms of the Mercians and the Weft Saxons , but 
held onely that of.the Mercians as King in Name and Title, it being aligned over 
to Duke Ethelred. But his Son after the Death of Ethelred firft wholly brought 
under his Dominion and Propriety the Mercians , then prefently after folly the 
Weftern and Eaftern Englifh , or thofe of Northfolk , the Northumbrians , who had 
unbodied themfelves with the Danes $ then the Scots inhabiting the Northern part 
of the Ifland and all the Britains or Welfh did he fubdue by his Sword; and having 
call out the Pagans from all Cities and Walled Towns, placed Chriftians in theft 
rooms; neither ever in any Battel was he worfted. He ingenioufly invented ways 
to reftrain the Excurfions of the Danes, by either repairing old Cities or building 
new ones in convenient places, which he furnilhed with fufficient Garrifons to 
proted: the Inhabitants and to repell the Enemy. .By this means the valour of the 
.People was fo much excited, that upon report of the Enemies coming they would 
without confulting the King or his Captains arme themfelves and valiantly charge 
Defpifing the the Invaders, whom they always overpowered both by theft numbers and Mili- 
Attempti of tar y s ki]j f 0 t i lat t i ie Danes became contemptible to the Englifh Souldiers, and a 
mcs ' Laughing-ftock to the King himfelf. 

39. But notwithftanding this his great felicity, the beginning of his Reign was 
Ethelmald hit much difturbed by Ethelwald his Kinfman, viz. his Coufin German by Ethel- 
Wnfman Re- n y hj s Father’s Elder Brother, though others call him the Brother of Edward , for 
his Genealogy is varioufly related. Moft probable it is, that he was the Son 
of Ethelred, and founded his pretenfions to the Kingdom upon no weaker ground 
than being Son to the Elder Brother, whom he failed to fucceed onely at that 
time for want of Age as fome think, or rather becaufe Ethelwulfe by his laft Will 
and Teftament had appointed Alfred his Youngeft Son to fucceed, in cafe he fur- 
vived his three Brothers. For by the Teftament of Alfred himfelf, which Aferius 

hath 
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Sedt. i o. h at h tranfmitted to Pofterity, it appears that this King had fome fcruplesin his 
v^V^’ mind, or conceived that others might have fome caufe to queftion his : legal Title 
to the Crown. “After the Death of my Brethren (faith he) the inheritance 
“ of Ring Ethelwulfe my Father devolved upon me by virtue of an Autheritick 
“ pubiick Writing made by him, and confirmed in a general Aflembly of the 
’ . “ States of the Kingdom at Langdene. This Writing upon the Death of my laft 

“ Brother, Ethelred , I commanded to be freely and openly read in the Audience 
“ of all the Deputies of the Weft Saxons. It being read, I required and adjured all 


“that were prefent, aisthey loved me to declare fincerely whether they knew 
“ or had' heard of any others who could juftly claim any Right in this mine In-' 

“ heritance, for I my felf did not know any. This Adjuration I again repeated 
in thefe words. “ I befeech you my dear Friends, let not any of you either out of 
“ love' or hatred to me,fpare freely, to fpeak the naked truth : for I have no defire 
or intention at all to prejudice the Rights of any of my Kinfmen in the leaft 
“ matter. When I had thus fpoken, then all the Nobles and Princes of my Peor 
pie with a ferious proteftation Anfwered. “ That never any Notice had come 
“ to them of any one that had a jufter Title than my felf, neither could they i- 
“ magine or by any Writings Difcover that any iuch there were. 

- 40. Though this may feem to have relation to certain Lands left him by his Fa- * quam te 
ther, yet is it evident from theTeftament, that this was fuch an Inheritance as hectare 
was to defcend to all the Brothers, and the Regal Title fo conjoyned with it, that quam ra¬ 
the longer liver of them both by their Father’s * ordination, and their own te J» mmip 
f confent lhould poflefs it, together with the whole Kingdom, aligning fuch 
Lands to his Brothers Sons as were convenient for their fubfiftence. He came there- 
fore to-the Crown by-virtue of his Father’s Conveyance, which was both rati- ^ us jLj!^ 
fied by the States, and confirmed by the mutual agreement of the Brothers, yet buj- fcelsga- 
to- remove all fcriipulofity this excellent Prince would have his Pretenfions to be vie vrf. 
fcanhed^ arid bis Title examined in another Aflembly before fuch time as he would Ttyelbalfy 
undertake the Government. However Ethelwald knowing his Title would be war- 
rafitable enough if he could but get fuccefs to ftrengthen it,refolved to try his For- T 5 ica 

who fortifies tune, and for that purpofe feized on two Towns, called Winlurn, and Tweonam. ^ 

mSrm In Winhum he fortified himfelf, affirming there he would live or dyebut his refolu- 

tion profited him little, the memory of King Alfred having fo great a place in pec jupep- 
all the Hearts of the People, that they had no room to entertain any Inclina- rtef, file 
tions toward any other Pretenders to the Royal Dignity than his Son and Heir, touuj-pej. 
Edward allured of their fidelity, led an Army down to a place-called Baddanlyrig. , ni Cranio 
not far from Winbkrn , which fo affrighted his Rival, that he who had boafted of Con 5 au ° e ' 
But upon the what valour and conftancy he. would fhewinthat place, fled out of it by night, 
King^M a °d got him into Northumberland , where he joined himfelf with the Danijh Army. }j oc unuf " 
flies. ’ The King commanded fome to purfue him, but this being in vain, hecaufed his qmjqueno- 
Wife to be feized, which being a Nun Profefled without leave from the King, jcum al- 
or licence of the Bifhops', he had taken out of a Monaftery, and returned to the cepi pi&era 
place arid Profeflion from whence fhe came. This Monaftery was that at Win- ppmavicj 
burn in Dorfetfhire, where we have for merly related Ring Ethelred the Brother of q uo °OT 
Alfred to have been Buried. Baddanlyrig is now called Badbury , being a little Hill 
upon a fair Down fcarcely two Miles off from Winburn , compafled with a triple ram v j ve . 
Trench and Rampire. It’s reported to have had a Caftle which was the feat of the pec quo? 
Weft Saxon Kings. But if ever there were any fuch, it now lyes fo buried in its ippe ulrepi- 
Ruines that no token of it appears. u r cerra r 

4-1. Edward thus drove away Ethelwald without fighting, and the Kentifh Men poj-jrtiepet 
the year after at a place called Holme fought profperoufly againft a multitude of Da- 1 fc0 ™"' a 
Battei°betwixt vifbVirtLtes. In the meantime Ethelwald was (as fome * Authours affirm) chofen *j u ° * e . 
the Dines and King by the Danes of Northumberland, whodepofed their King Osbert. f Matthew p anCi 
Edward. 0 f WeJlminJter writes, that from Northumberland he palled the Seas into France , ppaeoeji il- 
there to ftrenghen himfelf by the addition of a greater Force, (of Normans, as we lain p. ji- 
may very well conjedure) who being of the lame original with the Danes, had tem quam 
by this time obtained Neuftria to inhabit, a confiderable Province of that King- uce M ue 
dom. The year after returning into England with an Army he thereto joined a n ^ r]1 ^ e . 
great number of Pagans , inhabiting Northumberland , Ea ft. England, and other JjJ* j a . 
Places, and then invading Mercia with Fire and Sword, deftroyed all things he J yic 
met with. A later Writer tells us, he drew into his Society Eric the Succeifour * jjmim. 
of Guthrun the Dane, in the Kingdom of the Eaft Angles , a Prince whofe malice 
to the Nation of the Englijh was moft deadly. Huntingdon mentions his 
firft landing in Effex, and lubduing that Countrey .without delay; to which 

t!;c 
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the Annals bear witnefs, but place his return from beyond the Seas, in the Sect, i c. 
third year after his flying into Northumberland. In the following year he gathe- 
red together his Forces in Eaft England, and wafted the Territories of the Mer- dcccciv. 
chins as far as Geccagelade , (fo the Annals call the place) where palling over the 
Thames, he pillaged all places afwell within Bradene as round about, and fo re- ^ e - J j open- 
turned. King Edward with what force he could make made as much hafte as r£e nii& 4 iin 
poflible after them, and laid wafte all their grounds lying betwixt the Ditch and piotan ? e 
the River Oufe, as far as the Northern Marfiies. Thinking fit thence to return, he mie )\? r 
he gave orders that all the Army lhould Diflodge, and 1 March together. But on eajx Se- 
the Kentijh Men riotwithftanding fevenfeveral meflages he fent to them, ftaid be- axe 7 
hind,which delay of theirs,and feparating the King’s Forces,encouraged the Danes to e a n IO p a 
give them Battel,which was very bloudy,many Men falling on both Tides; the King, ion? be- 
loftSigulfandSigelm Earls ,Eadwold his Msm^v,Cemvutf an Abbat,befides Sigebyrht cjieoh fci- 
and Eadwold the Sons of two Noblemen. Of the Danes, befides great numbers of cum ~j }-.u- 
lower Rank, died Eoliric their King, and Ethelwald a Nobleman,theauthourof this f an eal op- 
War ; Birhtfiger , Ifop Hold, and Oskitel Hold. On both Tides a great (laughter was ra F ei ? na r 
made, but a greater of the Danes though they continued Mafter of the Field; nor * 7 
42. There being no better way both for underftanding and remembrihg of 
Hiftorythan a knowledge of the places where eminent Actions have happened ; 
it will be the Readers Intereft and Delight to have a brief Account of fuch Names Cpecca. 
of Towns, and other places he meets with, efpeeially being in his own Countrey* 5 ela ^ e - 
^ iat P^ ace by the Annals called Creclagelade , by Marianus and others Creek lade, 
w'heref a S ’ is that Town ftandtng in the North Part of Wiltfhire, watered with the Thames , 
known by the Name of Greeklade, which Name forfooth fome believed it to 
have received from certain Greek Philofophe'rs, who as the Hifto'ry of Oxford re- 
porteth began there an Univerfity, which afterwards was tranflated to Oxford. 

Braden. That they call Bradene is Breden Wood, now Breden Foreft, which beginning 

at Wotton (that is Wood Town) Baffet not far from Greeklade, ftretched it felf T3hiCUm 
D k e ’ far and wide. As for Dike, betwixt which and Oufe King Edward wafted all the 


Countrey, it’s the fame with that which the People call Devil’s Dike, and cuts 
overthwart the Plain of Newmarket in Cambridgejhire fo many Miles together. 
Thofe great and long Ditches which arefeen in thofe Parts were (moft proba¬ 
bly) eaft by the Eaft Angles to reftrain the Mercian? who with their fudden In- 
rodes were wont to wafte and fpoil all before thein. The firft of them begins 
at Hinkefion, and runs Eaftward by Hilderfkam toward Horfheath, about five 
Miles in length. The fecond called Breutditch near to the former,- goes from Mel- 
burn by Fulmire. Another there is which begins at the Eaftern Bank of the Ri¬ 
ver Cam , and runs by Fenn Ditton (or more truly Ditch Ditton , faith Cambden, 
fo named of the very Ditch) between great Wilberham and Fulburn, as far as 
Balfham. It’s now commonly called Seven Mile Dike, becaufe it’s ieven Mile from 
Newmarket , but anciently it had the Name of Fleam Dike ;that is in Old Englijh, 
Flight Dike , of fome memorable flight which there happened. 

43. More Eaftward from hence within the Countrey is to be feen the fourth 
Fore-fence or Ditch, meant by the Annals the greateft of all, with a Rampire ad- 
joyningj which the common People out of Admiration of its greatnefs, as the 
work of Devils and not of Men, ufetocall Devils Dike; but. others. Rech Dike, 
of Rech a little Town where it begins. Above Rech the County is fenny, and was 
therefore impaffible where it lay open to Excurfions, there this Dike begins, and 
ends near to Cowlidge, where the Paflage by reafon-of Woods, was" more Ciimber- 
fome. It was the limit afwell of the Kingdom as of the Bifhoprick of the Eaft An¬ 
gles, but the, Authour of fo great a piece of work is unknown. Some later Writers 
mention King Cnute the Dane, but befides what here the Annals fay of this BatteJ, 
Abbo Floracenjis who Died before Cnute was King of England deffribeth it, to¬ 
gether with the fite of Eaft England. Such as wrote fince the time WCnute have 
termed it St. Edmund’s Limit, and St. Edmunds Dike-, verily thinknig that Cnute 
eaft it up, who being moft devoted to that King and Saint, granted to the Monks 
of St. Edmunds Bury, to make fatisfa&ion for the cruelties exercifed by Swane his 
Father upon them, very great Immunities even as’far as'this Dike. Certain it 
is that'the two Fore-fences laft mentioned were called St. Edmund’s Dikes. And 
therefore Matthew of Weflminfter (which the Reader may obferve) hath written, 
that the Battel betwixt King Edward and Ethelwald was fought between the two 
Dikes ofSt Edmund. - LaftTy, by Oufe muft be meant Oufe the Greater, a River 
which driporting it felf with manifold Branches and DiVifions, feparateth Cam- 
bndgefbire from Norfolk. This is the neareft Oufe to the Dike: for Oufe the Lefs 

Ee fepara- 










2io The Monarchy of the Englijh Saxons inBnttin, Part IV 

Sedl I o feparateth (together with the River Waveney) Norfolk from Suffolk. As for Oufe 
or Jfts which joineth with Tame, and makes the River Thames^ Oufe in Torkfhire, 
or others (for this is a common Name of Rivers afweli as Avon, and therefore 
in Britifh is thought to have fignified a River or Water in general, afweli as it) they 
can have no relation to the matter in hand. 

which pro- .. xo purfue our ftory, whatever was the Succefs of this Battel it feems to 
duces a Peace. ^ produced ^ e ff e ft, that in the fecondyear after a Peace was concluded 
betwixt the King and the Danes of Eaft England and Northumberland, at a 
place called Tttingaford ,, which laded for the fpace of three years. Then was it 
broken, the Annals fay not by whom firft, but Hoveden lays the fault upon the 
Danes , who he fays prevaricated with the King, and thereupon he fentan Army 
of Weft Saxons, and Mercians into Northumberland, where flaying five weeks, it 
made a great devaluation, and having killed very many of the Danes , compelled 
ButatToon them to renew the Peace they had lately broken. But this Peace the Annals 
broke by the tel j us they j^ke again the year following invading Mercia, where, as write 
Hoveden and Florent of Worcefter, they were met by the Englifh ztTeotenhale or 
own Deftruc- fetnal in Staffordfhire, and overthrown. King Edward was then in Kent, and nad 
tion< eot together about an hundred fail of fliips, beftdes fuch as being fent to the 
Southward, met him at Sea. The Danes imagining that he had Ihipt the mam ol 
his Forces took liberty to rove up and down whither hope of booty led them, be¬ 
yond Severn. King Edward fent before the lighted of his Army, to enteitain 
them till he himfelf could be ready to come. Then following with the mam 
Body hefetupon them in their return at Cambridge orXambridge m Glocefter- 
(hirel where he gave them a very great defeat. The Annals relate, that many 
thousands of them were flain together with Ecwils their King; but Huntingdon * DC 
mentions two Kings, viz. Haldene and Eolwulfe , befides &tber a Cfonfulas he )3ep on 
calls him and eight other Noblemen, whofe Names are harm and without any lofs g cajle 
to the Reader may be omitted. _. . , n aQa P cme r 

4 , The year that followed died Ethered the Earl or Duke of Mercia, the Bro- mspran 
Ethered hi* ^.in.Law of King Edward, who hereupon took into his Hands the Cities ofnecea^ 
Lawdtr London and Oxford, with the Territories thereto belonging. The year after about ^> 9^5 
* Martinmas hecaufed to be built the Northern Borough of .Hartford betwixt ; J 
Eiward\iva\- M emeran Benefican and Ligean, and afterwards in Summer betwixt the Ro^ti- bupb ^ 
ployed in bull- , * j Midfummer, he marched with his Army to Maldune in Effex, ] )eop oaop 

pairingfevel andthlreiay incamped while his Souldiersbmlt the Town of Witham .At this &a betpeox 
rai Town,. Par t 0 f the Countrey formerly fubjedt to th tDanes, fubmitted themfelves apemepan ^ 

to S liis Authority, and in the mean time another Part of his Army built the other 
Borough of Hartford, on the South fide of the River Ligean now Lea. telggj 
wheris the Annals talk of building thefe Boroughs of Hartford, the Reader muft ^ * 
know that that Town which gives name now to the whole flure, was much more on rurae]ia 
ancient,being found in fome Copies of Beda caUed iHerudford (which fome inter- becJ)eox 
pretthe Red FW,others the Ford of Harts) where he treateth of the Synod there S an 5 &a- 
holden in the year of our Salvation, five hundred and feventy.. Therefore by gum-j mi&- 
building fome Houfes, muft be onely meant repairing of the Town. Or; chiefly -tmj « 
the Cattle is to be underftood, which ftanding upon the River Lea, tradition re-^ ^^1 
ported to have been built by Edward the Elder, as mlarged afterward by the mi6 
Houfe of Clare, to which it belonged. By Memeran and Benefican are meant two rumum hip 
Rivolets which fcarcely a Mile off from the prefent Hartford, merrafe the 
ftream of Ligean or Lea, Benefican isgqeiTed to be that on which ftandethA f -on eartSc- 
nineton, and Memeran the other Brook on which Puckerich is feated. Meeldune m 
that we now caXted-Maldon in Effex upon the River Chelmer , ? even the fame with 
thefofoous ^Roman Colony Camalodunum, which many Ages fince adorned that 4 

S&? Witham is that now called \WhithamM the fame County, a fair Thorough- 
fair a Mile diftant from Eafterford, and as mucli from Blackwater. - {er whlmn 

46, The year that followed, faith Huntingdon, but m the fourth year after fay im/rSto^ 
the Alina,Is, after being paft, the Danes from Northampton and Ligeracefter,ot 
Leicefter flrokethe Peace by anlnrode made into Oxfordjhire, where they com- mloveroH s- 
Another rout "“Wj R - d £ great fl aug hter 0 f all they met, while another Par- ru dM- 

Kfor e th(ir wkh^SccefsfeU into Hartfordfhire^hexe the Inhatoants now 
Inrodes. Q. urase andfufficiently inured to fuch Allarms ftoutly refifted them, drove j^^ops 
them back and recovered the booty they had taken, withall .making themfelves p e opr- 
Mafters of their Horfes. In the mean time. Ethelfteda the King s Silter, and Re- peop&a T 
lidt of Ethered the Duke of Mercia, having the charge ofthis Countrey be- bcop * 

• W done all along in L Husband’s Life ..me, wg &ch F op«. 
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Courage and Conduft as file became a great help to her Brother in his Wars, and Seek i o. 
ftoutly defended all thofe that were Under her Care. But the Britains who were 
Neighbours to the Mercians, difdainihg to be curbed by a Woman, were fo bold 
TheQueenof as to make fome Iiicurfions into the Englifh Pale. She to divert and chaftife 
the Britains t j iemj fent a Party into Wales, which eafily routed the Welfh, took the Caftle of 
fflJafter Bricenameer, and befides thirty four other confiderable Captives, brought away, 
to Edward, prifoner that King’s Wife into Mercia: By this Bricenameer is to be underftood, 
that we now call Brecknockmeer, a Lake of ftanding-water two miles from the 
Town of Brecknock. Marianus Scotus witnefleth that this Lady in the year 
DCCCCXIII, entring into the Land of the Britains, wone by afiault a Caftle 
at Bricenaumeer, and there took Prifoner the Wifi; of the King of the Britains. 

But whether this Caftle was Brecknock it felf, or Caftle Dinas, which ftandeth o- 
ver it upon a Rocky Hill, which the higher it rifeth, the fienderer and fmaller 
it becomcth, is not certainly known, faith Mr. Camden. But foraftriuch as Di¬ 
nas in the Britifh Tongue fignifies a Palace, and that the Queen of thefe Britains 
was here taken Prifoner, I judge it next door to certainty, that this was the Caf- 
tie whereof we write. 

47. But this Virago not onely took Caftles and Towns from the Enemy, but is 
exceedingly celebrated by all Writers, fo many Ihe either repaired or built within 

Her Buildings, the Englifh Territories. Hoveden gives us a lift of them, with the time of their 
building or repairing, which as a memorable piece of Antiquity, we are obliged 
not to omit. Inthe year DCCCCV. by command of her and her Husband Ar/;.?- 
red that City faith he which in Britifh is called Karlegton, and Legaceftre inthe 
Saxon Tongue, was re-edifyed. Now there were two Cities in Britain, which the 
Saxons called by the Name of Ligeceftre, from being the Seats of Roman Legions as 
is thought, though many others for . the feme reafon might have had that Name, 
one ol the Coritani , which we now call Leicefter, and another belonging to the 
Cornavii, and a Roman Colony which we ftill ( retaining the later part of the 
word ) call Weftchefter, and fimply Chefter. Mr. Camden was of opinion, that victim vic- 
the Town repaired at this time was Leicefter, which Ethelfteda he faith ftrongly nice. 
walled about. But we cannot agree with him in this point, Lecaufe both Ho¬ 
veden and Florent of Worcefter, fay it was that Legaceftre, which the Britains cal¬ 
led Caerleon or Caerlegitm, by which Name they never called Leicefter, but if we 
give credit to their great Antiquary, Humphry * Lhuyd by that of Caerleir, * Fragmm , 
whencefoever the Saxon Name of Legeceftre Was taken, which might firft.be gi-/. 21. b. 
ven it upon fome other account than that of a Legion, or rather one but like un¬ 
to f it. It’s evident enough,that at the time when thofe Autrhours wrote, it had not t i nA „ m u. 
the Name of Caerleon, but that Chefter had is moft certain, and that firft by Iw'fiHbitur. 
way of Excellency, then alone by it felf, the Names of other Places being chan- LySejia 
ged, as of that City which from Caftwtheling, by reafon of the Roman Legions 1 m- Cea r c P°- 
ving changed its Name to || Caer Lheon, afterwards from a Noble Britain that re-1 u an mi 
'paired it, received that of Caergwayr, and by the Englifh is called Warwick. But 
befides this reafon from the Name, another as ftrong may be fetched from the 
Place. Her repairing and building 'of Towns was not accidental, but as the Exi¬ 
gency of Affairs required, fo as the Countrey might be fecured againft the Danes 
and Britains. Now there could not be fo great need for Leicefter to be reinforced 
as for Chefter, which as fome fay by the Invafions of the Danes had been deftroy- 
ed, befides it was a Frontier Town, and a mighty curb againft the treacherous and 
inconftant Welfh, if fuch they were indeed as our Writers w'ould make them. 

48. In the year DGCCCIX, onthe fecond of the Nones of May, file marched 
with an Army to a place called Sceargete, and there built a ftrong Caftle, and 
thence to Brige feated on the Weft fide of the River Severn, where ihe caufed a- 
iiother to be eredted. The year following, at the beginning of Summer Ihe went 
with her. Mercians to Tamvirting,and repaired the City. Florence of Worcefter calls 
the Place Tammordin,Marianus Tamawordia, but Matthew of Weftminfler more truely 

’ Thamemorth, being the fame with Tamwort.b in^ Staffordfhire, fituate upon the River 

Tame, whence it hath part of its Name,and the other half from the Saxon word }*ojBS, 
which fignifies a Farm-Houfe, -as alfo an Holme or River Jfland, any place incom- 
paifed With water, as in Germany Keyferwert and Bomelfvert, betoken afmuch as 
Cafar’s Ifle, and Bomel's Ifle. As long as the Kingdom of the Mercians continued; 
this was one Place of the King’s Refidence, a Town of great reiort and very well 
frequented. Hoveden proceeds and tells us, that inthe year DCCCCXI, ihe Hantinjdono 
built a City called Eadesbyrig, and in the end of Autumn another called Warwick, wtnngxfo 
Eadesbyrig, o.s feveral others, was fome obfetrre place; as for Warwick, it muft not 
E z by 
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Seel trt b y any means be granted that lhe built it anew, rebuild itffie might, as one 
'writes, that it is much bound to her becaufe lhe repaired it when it was greatly 
decayed. It was an old Town by the Saxons called Jappingpic, but by the Bri¬ 
tain Caerguarvic and Caerleon, as we lately hinted from Guarth, which in Britijb 
fignifies a Garrifon, and from the Roman Legions. For this was their Pratfidium, 
or Garrifon Town Handing in the middle of the Countrey, as Prafidium in the 
I (land of Corfica Hood in the middle of that Ifland. Thefe are fuch as Hoveden 
relates her to have built or repaired. Matthew of Weftminfter adds, that lhe went 
to Stanford , and there on the Northern Bank of the River Weiloaitd repaired a 
Tower. That the fame year wherein Hie built Eadesbyrig ( which he calls Jadef- 
lyri ) Hie built another Town called Wartham. That the year following, lhe 
erected three more, 'viz. Cherenburck, Weadburck and Rrncofe (now Ruckhom e in ituntingicmi 
Che/hire, brought by mutability of time to Cottages ) to which fome add Stafford , 

Litchfield and Shrewsbury. 

49. What Matthew aferibes to her concerning St afford,Mar ianus attributes to her 
Brother King Edward,\ writing that he built a Callle,butit was juft over againft the 
Town on the Southern Bank, as the Annals alfo affirm, which now is called Stan¬ 
ford Baron, of which yet at this day there appearetb not the leaft token. Weadel- 
(>ucrh is now Wedsborough a Town in Staffordfhire. But as for Stafford it felf, it’s 
ancienter than fo being called Betheney, before it had the Name of Stafford, but a 
Caftle was here built about the year of our Lord DCCCCXIV, on the South Bank 
of the River Sow, which Marianas attributes to King Edward himfelf, which 
might be, becaufe in his Reign it was ereded. Lichfield was alfo ancienter, 
being by Beda called Licidfeld , which one interprets the Field of dead Bodies , 
from a Number of Chriftians which were there martyred under the Perfection 
of Dioclefian. And as for Shrewsbury, .whenfoever and by whomfoever it was 
built, it rofe from theRuines of old Vriconium now called Wroxefter. , which be¬ 
ing an ancient City of the Romans fell to decay in the Saxon and Danifh War s. 

Some four Miles from it arofe that we now call Shrewsbury, in old time Peng- 
wern, that is the Head of an old Alder, or and high Plat of Ground planted with 
Alders , in which fence by the Saxons termed Scrobbesbyrig from its being a 
thicket of Shrubs upon an Hill It was the feat of the Petty Kings of Poms Lhuji in 
fometime, and when taken out of the Hands of the Britains might be new for- /■ 
tifyed and repaired, which our Builders to aggrandife the Ad of this Heroical 
Lady call Builderig. For this is obferved of her, that fuch Places as were repai¬ 
red by her were fuch as by her Valour and Condud, were formerly wrefted by 
her out of the Hands of the Enemy. But that we may conclude this ftory of 
this Lady all together, the year after lhe had taken the Caftle of Brecknock from 
She beat the ^ ^ritains, a little before Augufi lhe fet upon the Town of Derby then m the 
blncT and Hands of the Danes , took it by ftorm, after that they refufed Battel inoj)qn Field, 
and then fubdued all the Countrey round, though with the lols of four of her 
choiceft Officers who were flam at the Entry of the Gate. Huntingdon , adds that 
after this Vidory lhe conquered Leicefter with the greater part of the Damjh 
Army that lay in thefe parts, as alfo that thofe of fork promifed fubmiftion, and 
all good deportment After this Convention, this moft prudent Virago to be 
preferred before the ancient Amazons in the opinion of Ingulphus , died, at lamwth 
Dies> twelve daysbefore the Feaftof St John, in the eighth year of her: Government of 
Mercia, and was buried in the Porch of St. Peter in Glocefter by her Husband. 
Huntingdon farther writes, that Hie was repprted to have, been a Woman of fo great 
Power, that by fome lhe was not onely called Lady and Queen, but King alfo, 
out of admiration at her worth. She left one onely Child, a 
Alwina ( or Algina ) for it’s faid that abhorring the pams of Childbirth after lhe 
was born, lhe would never more accompany with her Husband. To which pai- 
fage Ingulphus. adds, that in refped of the Cities lhe built, the. Caftles lhe fortified, 
anti the Armies lire managed, one would have thought lhe had .changed her Sex. 

After whole Matthew of Weftminfter tells us, lhe made her Daughter her Heir ( of her Mng* 
tieath Edward , „ . „ tern i s it) but King Edward fo farunderftood hisintereft, that within a 
r/!f.d ° n Mer ~ year hefent for his Niece into Weftfex, and foiled Mercia into his own Hands. 

<0 That we may now return to him. The year after that Derby was. taken, 

* Fleer of Danes from the Southward arrived at Lidwic in Devonffire. under 
SSortw^p aU called Ottor and Roald. Sailing Weftwar.d abQUt the ncccam 
Lands end, they entered the mouth of the Severn; where landutg, they wafted 
the North IVelfh Coaft, and coming to Ircmgafella, they there took Cmeleac a Ifcmp- 
Biihop, and carried him away to tlteir Ships, whom afterward King 
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deemed with forty Pounds. As they proceeded, the Inhabitants of Hereford, Sed. 
Glocefter Shires, with others out of other Cities oppofed their Progrefs and put 
them to flight, killing their Captain Roald, with the Brother of Otter and very 
many others. They purfued them into a Wood, where they Befieged them till 
they had given fecurity for departing out of the King’s Dominions. The King 
.hovered with his Army between Severn and Avon, fo that they durft not touch 
upon thofe Quarters, except in a Healing manner twice by Night, and then they 
came ffiort home, being all cut off, but fome that by Swimming efcapedto their 
Ships: The reft being almoft all famifliedin a finall Ifland, removed from place to 
place, till at laft about Martinmas time they palled over into Ireland, this was the 
Iftue of this Invafion, and the Countrey enjoyed a-breathing time from thefe Ca¬ 
lamities. Thofe that bore the greateft brunt of this Storm were the Hereford- 
fbire men, efpecially thofe of that part of it which from Gildenvale declining and 
bending Eaft ward, was in thofe days called Ircingafelda, and at this time with like 
variation Irchenfield, but in Doomfday Book Archenfeld, which Book fignifies that 
certain Revenues by an old Cuftome were there affigned to one or two Priefts, on 
condition that they lliould go on Embaffies for the Kings of England into Wales. 

And whether it was in memory, of their Sufferings and Service in this Inroad of 
the Danes, the faid Book hath this farther Obfervation: fhe Men Arcenfeld when¬ 
foever the Army marcheth forward againft the Enemy, by a Cuftome make the Vaunt 
Guard and bring up the Rere in their Return. 

5 x. The Pirates being gone, King Edward to fecure himfelf better from the 
• Attempts of their Countrey men who lived about the. Shires of Buckingham and 
Bedford, and Hill were ready to joyn with any ffeffi Gamefters, led his Army to 
<•Buckingham , where he ftaid an whole Month, and gave order for raffing Forts on 
each fide of the River Oufe. This it feems fo ftartled the Danes that judging that 
they could not now doe better, feveral of them fubmitted themfelves, as fhurcytel 
an Earl, together with moft of the confiderable men about Bedford, and many 
of them that belonged to Northampton. This obliged him the following year to 
He force* the go down to Bedford, which foon yielded it felf to him whither then repaired fuch 
DanesmBucksas had been formerly on his fide. Here he alfo ftaid a Month and took care for 
Ihtr^xo Tub building a Burk, as the Annals call it, on the Southfide of the River Oufe which 
mirf U * fownelet, as the belt Copies of Hoveden have it, was in the Saxon times called 
Mickefgate. The year following, fomewhat before Midfummer, he went again 
to Maldon, where he built another Burh and fortified the Town, and in this year 
fhurcytel finding he was like but to have a fmall Trade here, where the King fo 
minded his bufinefs, got leave to carry over fome men into France, where he knew 
his Countreymen might find him employment. And the King followed on his 
bufinefs indeed. The next year before Eafter Holydays he went to fofacefter, 
which hecaufed to be fortified, and about Rogation Week caufed a place called 
Wiggingamere to be built and ltrengthened. That fofacefter is now the Town called 
forcefter in Northamptonfhire, in the Roman times Tripontium, from three Bridges 
made over fo many Chanels, into Which the little River divideth it felf. Mari- 
anus names it foucefter, writing that it was fo fortified in the year of our Redemp¬ 
tion DCCCCXVII, that the Danes by no means could win it by Aflault, and that 
King Edward the Elder afterwards incompafled it with a ftone Wall Yet now 
no Tokens of any fuch Wall appear. Onely there’s an Artificial Hill remaining, 
which they call Beryhill, turned into Private Gardens. Wiggingamere is now cal¬ 
led Wigmore a Town of Herefordjbire, not far from the River Lug. 

While Edward was buned about the Fortificationsof Wigmore, the Danes of 
Northampton and Leicefter not being well pleafed to find themfelves curbed with 
fo many ftrong Towns, laid Seige to forcefter. For a whole day they belaboured 
it, but it Handing ftifly out till Supplies came to them, they went'their ways by 
Night, but were purfued andfurpriz’d betwixt Burnwood and Eglefbyrig or Aylef- 
lury, where many of them were taken with the loft of much of tfair Baggage. 
mXesW t att ^ e fo me tirae the Danes of Huntingdon, not judging their Caftle eonveni- 
theoLwand ent enough demolilhed it, and being affifted by thofe of Eaft England built another 
Edvard. at femesford as more opportune, from whence to make their Excurfions. They 
went alfo to Bedford with intention of recovering that Town, but the Garrifon 
ifliied out repulfed and flew a great part of them. After this a greater Army was 
raifed both out of Eaft England and Mercia, which went and kid Siege to Wig- 
more, plundering the Countrey round about, but after a days tryal the Defendants 
obliged them to rife and be gone. Hereupon many of King Edward’s Friends a- 
bout thefe parts gathered themfelves together and uniting their Forces, went and 
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Sed. I o. Befieged Temsford , which they took by Aflault, therein flew their King together 
with Toy lea and Mannan his Son both Earls, his Brother and all the reft they 
could find, for they peremptorily flood it out againft them. This Temsford is a 
Town in Bedfordfhire {landing upon the confluence of Oufe and another Brook 
which fome call Ivel. Provoked or incouraged by the example of their Coun¬ 
trey men the men of Kent, Surrey and Effex, and feveral out of other places 
went and laid fiege to Colne Ceafter or Colchejler, and fo pertinacioufly carried ort 1 ) :o P°nto 
their Allault that they took it, and put all they found therein to the Sword, ex- Colnccea r- 
cept fuch as had the good hap to efcape over the Walls. tJ1e ' 

f 3. Hereat many Danes both inhabiting the Countrey and the Port Towns much 
allarmed gathered themfelves together, and being prevented as to the Relief of 
Colchejler pleafed themfelves with the hope of revenging the Injury received upon 
Maldon, but the Inhabitants held out till relief came, which fo difcouraged the Be- 
fiegers that they drew oft', but in their Retreat were purfued, and many thou¬ 
sands of them ilain, Pirates and others, by thofe that they hoped to have devou¬ 
red. King Edward being jealous of all their Countreymen halted this very Sum¬ 
mer with an Army of Weft Saxons to a place called Pajfanham, fo called from 
palling over the River, now Fatham, a little diftant from Stony Stratford, where 
he continued till Torcefter was incircled with a ftone Wall. This had fuchinflu- 
ence upon the Danes of thefe Quarters, that Thurferth an Earl with the Lords of 
the Towns thereabout, and all their Army as far as Hampton North of Weolind 
came and fubmitted themfelves unto him. Now the King’s Army defired to re- -3 eal pehe- 
turn home, yet part of it was ordered to Huntingdon, where it repaired theTown pe ^Se to 
and repaired fuch Breaches as the King had formerly made, upon fight whereof JJ amtune 
Moft of the all the People of thofe Parts fubmitted, defiring the King’s Protedtioa Theft h yP ben °l'- 
banes now w ith his. Weft Saxon Forces this very year before Martinmas did he march to f0 J!eo ub ' 
fwearobedi- Colchejler, which Town he repaired and fortifi’d at what time the People of Eaft 
ence to King England and Weft England living under the Danes, together with the Danijh Army 
Edward. in £ a ft- England, fware obedience to him, as well hy Sea as by Land fully to ob¬ 
serve his Commands. Thofe of them alfo that lay at Granting took the fame Oath 
as he had commanded. The year following wherein died his Sifter Etheljleda, be¬ 
twixt Rogation Week and Midfummer he went to Stanford, where, fay the An¬ 
nals on the Southern fide he built a Caftle, whereupon all fuch asheld that on the 
other Tide, fubmitted themfelves to him as their Lord. 

54. By her death all Mercia, as we faid, fell unto him and willingly fubmitted, 
and about the fame time Howel, Cledanc and Jeothwell the petty Kings of North 
Wales with all the Northern Britains, put themfelves under his Dominion. After 
this he vifited Notingham, \yhich he repaired, and therein placed both Englijh and 
’ Danes,- of both which Nations, all inhabiting Mercia, now became his Subjects. 

7beiw.il! To purfue and complete his good Fortune, the next year he went down with an 

whence fo Army t0 n e l m lT\n Chefhire, where he took care for the building and fortifying 
of theTown. The Annals onely tell us fo much, but Matthew of Weftminfler 
tells us the reafon of the Name, which came from the Bodies of Trees (the 
Boughs being cutoff) faft fetin the ground, wherewith he fenced it round : For 
the Saxons in their Language called the Trunks or Bodies of Trees, Thel, and Wall 
as we name it at prefent. While he flaid at Thelwall he fent for another Party of 
Souldiers out of Mercia, and ordered them to Manige Ceaflre in Northumberland 
Mancbefter. to repair and Man it. This Manige Ceajlre is Manchejler in Lancafhire faid to be 
in Northumberland, for that this Countrey, as well as others, North of Humber 
were formerly under the fame Kings. Lying fo as it doth, it feems to have been 
quite deftroyed in the Danijh Wars, wherein becaufe the Inhabitants demeaned 
themfelves like very valiant men, their fucceflours will have their Town to have 
been called Manchejler, that is, as they expound it, The City of Men ■ in which 
conceit they wonderfully pleafe themfelves. And fo they fhould for me. But one 
already has fold 1 them that Mancunium was the Name of it in the time of the Bri¬ 
tains mdi Romans, fo that the Etymology thereof out of our Englijh Tongue, can 
The re-fon of by no me'eris'-feem fo much as probable. He derives it rather from Main a Britifb 
its N.iir.e, word, whieh fignifies a Stone • becaufe upon a Stony Hill it is feated, and beneatli 
the very Town at Colyhurjl there are very excellent and famous Quarries. 

f 5. -The'-next yettP King Edward to fecure all about him went down with an 
Army to Notingham,- -where he ordered a Borough to be built on the South fide 
• of the River right over againft, and a Bridge to be made for entercourfe betwixt 
them. ' Thence he marched as far as into the Territories of the Fills, to a place 
cattcd Bedecanwy/lan, where he commanded a Town to be built and ftrongly iom- 
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fil’d. Now did the King of the Scots fubmit unto him as his Lord and Sovereign Seff t '• 
The King of together with the Scot ip Nation it felf, Reginald the Son of Eadulf, and all 
fevwU ^ others Inhabitants of Northumberland, Englijh and Danes, in the North as well as in the 
fubmit. Southern Parts, as alfo the King of the Streatgledwa/li with all his Subjects. Thefe 
are the great Atchievcments of King Edward, as they are fummarily laid down 
by the Annals, which (peak his Power fo great, that no King before him exten¬ 
ded his Dominions td fuch a Proportion. By another we are told that as it were Maimed. 
to complete his Felicity, a little before he died he reduced to obedience the Inha¬ 
bitants of Cbejler and the Countrey about it, who having confpired with the 
neighbouring Britains, had attempted to {hake ofF the Yoke; but he by his di- 
• ligence prevented the joyning of their Forces, and by his Courage and the ter- 

Edwarddie$. rouro f ^ Name, coriitrained them again to fubmit themfelves. Info great glo¬ 
ry he died in his Return toward his ancient Province of the Weft Saxons at Fa- 
'verdoh a Town of Berkjhire, where for the moft part he kept his Court, after he 
had reigned four and twenty years. 

, )C. He was well nigh as happy in his Iflue as in the.courfe and fuccefs of his 
Government, yet not fo happy in that of his firft Wife becaufe he knew not cer¬ 
tainly how to call their Conjunction a Marriage. Concerning their Acquaintance 
and firft meeting together, befides the Monk of Malmesbury, John Brompton the 
Abbat of Jornual relates, That in the Reign of King Elf red when, has Son Edward 
was young, there was in a certain Village of the Weft Saxons the Daughter of a 
Account Shepherd called Edgina, who falling afleep dreamed that the Moon {hone out of 
EdfL and her Womb bri § !lt cbat aI1 England \was inlightened by the fplendour of it. The 
her nrue. Dream Hie told to a Certain grave Woman that had been Nurfe to feveral of the 
King’s Children. She thereupon takes her into her Houfe and brings her up as care¬ 
fully and tenderly as if flie had been her own Daughter, inftruCting her fo to demean 
her felf as might become a Perfon both of Birth and Breeding. In procefs of time 
it happened that Prince Edward ., the King’s EldeftSon, pafling upon fome occafi- 
on thorough this Town, thought himfelf obliged in honour and good nature to 
vifit his Nurfe, which as he did he got fight of this Maid, being exceeding beau- 
tifull, and fell palfionately in love with her. By his importunity he got her con- 
fent to lie with him, and by one Nights lodging Hie became with Child, which 
proving a Son in refpeCt to the Mothers Dream, the Father gave him the Name of 
Atheljlan, which fignifieth the Mojl Noble. Some call this Woman his Wife, (he 
might be Married to h& afterwards) and others reckon that Lady for his firft, 
whom he Married afterward. However by her he had another Son named ^£ 1 - '** 

fred, who died feveral years before his Father, and a Daughter called Editha 
Married to Sithric the Danijh King of Northumberland. So fome write,* but Mal¬ 
mesbury calls his fecond Son Ethelward, begotten of Eljleda Daughter of Earl 
Ethelin, a Prince very well learned and much refembling his Grandfather Al- « 
fred both in Countenance and Difpofition, but he died prefently after his Fa¬ 
ther. 

His Me bv r ^ 7 *^ Elfredahas (firft or fecond) Wife, befides this Ethelward, whom 
Eifreda his o- fome ca ^ Elfward, he had a fecond Son named Edwin, and a third called Gregory 
therwife. as fome write, who forfook the world and became an Hermite; of Daughters 
good ftore. As firft Edfleda, who became a Nun in the Monaftery of Rumfey , 

Egwina, called alfo Edgitha and Edgina, married to Charles the Simple, King of 
France, Son of Ludovicus Balbus, and Grandfon of Charles the Bald, whofe Daugh¬ 
ter, as we faid, Ethelwulf married in his return from Rome ■ Ethelhilda who was 
never married • Ethilda married to Hugh the Great Count oh Paris, to whom {he 
bore Hugh Capet, afterwards King of that noble Countrey; Edgitha and Elgina, 
both which their Brother Atheljlan fent over to Henry Emperour of Germany, 
who bellowed the firft on his own Son Otho, afterwards Emperour, and thefecond 
on a certain Duke, whofe Territories lay near to the Alpes. This numerous OfF- 
fpnng he had by his Wife Eljleda. By his laft Wife Edgina, he had two Sons, 

Edmund and Edred, who both of them came to be Kings, as we ihall fee; and 
turn Daughters, viz. Eadburga, who became a Nun, and Edgina a Woman of extra¬ 
ordinary Beauty, bellowed in marriage by her Brother Etheljlan, upon Ludouic 
Prince of Aquitain. His Daughters he fo brought up, as in their Infancy they 
all were taught to reade and write, and then to life the diftaff’and needle; by 
luch employments to pafs, the time of their qnripe Virginity: his Sons in- fuch a 
manner, that firft they might be fully accomplilhed with Learning, and after- 
ward come not rude and ignorant, but like fo many Philofophers, to publick 
bufinefs, as the Monk of Malmesbury words it; ' 
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f #ST r-v 58. Of his Sons, Ethehvard died a few days after his Father, and by his death, 

3 "V-vJ' made way for the Succefiiort of Athelftan , who though the eldeft, and legitima- 
frkwT ted as it were by the after marriage of his Mother, yet being born of a thenCon- 
**«*• eubine, could hardly have obtained the Crown, byreafonof the great love and 
efieern which was born to Ethehvard , as well for his own Learning and Vertues, 
as for the great refemblance he bore to his Grandfather King Alfred. He being 
dead and the reft of the Sons of Edward being too young for fo weighty an em- 
Meijlaa ployment ■ Athelftan by confent of all theNobility was chofen King, and Crown- 
crowned. c d at the Royal Town or Village ( as Malmesbury tells us) called Kingflon, not. ftji d 

without the foredefignment of his Father in his laft Will and Teftament, who lie™/'* 
miglit poftibly guefs that his Son Ethehvard would riot be long lived. He was 
now about thirty years of Age. By his own pregnancy and care of his Parents, r “ 
he had arrived at very confiderable qualifications of mind, fuitableto his weighty 
Employment. For Alfred his Grandfather is faid to have prefaged to him a lucky 
Reign, being much enamour’d of him for his great towardnels arid the -extraor¬ 
dinary elegancy of his Features. When he was very young, he conferred on him 
the dignity of Knighthood, by inverting him with a purple Robe, a Belt adorned 
with Gems, and a Sword of the Saxon Fallrion, inclofed in a golden Scabbard. 

He caufed him to be.educated in the houfe of his Daughter Ethelfleda , the Wife 
of noble and valiant Ethelfrede , that by the inftru&ions and example of fo 
great Captains ( fuch we may term them both ) he might by degrees be trained 
up in fuch actions as might render him fit for that good Fortune and Condition, 
which the hopes conceived of him did portend: Accordingly after his Fathers- 
and Brothers, he was Crowned King at Kingflon upon Thames , a Town as fome 
have written, formerly, called Moreford , and Handing upon a flat ground, fubjed 
to the Inundation of the Thames, which caufed it to be removed thither, where 
now the prefent Kingflon ftands. The Kings of the Weft Saxons now found it their 
intereft, being Monarchs of the Englijh Nation, to remove their Seat into thefe 
Quarters, not fo much in refpetft to London ( which for opulency and multitude 
of its Inhabitants, had not been all along thefe Saxon times fo confiderable, but 
fuftained great Calamities by Fire) as to the Invafions of the Danes, which were 
frequently made up the River Thames, and to be nearer to the Eaft Angles, amongft 
‘ whom theleRovers had fixed themfelves. Therefore Athelftan -, and after him Ed- 
At Kjngfton, win an&E/helred, were openly Crowned Kings at this Town; which from them 
±S Ce b took tftfriagie of Kingflon. . . 

^ rn Athelftan began his Reign in the fixteenth year of Conftantine the eighth, 

Sirnamed Porphyrogenitus , Emperour of the Eaft, the fixth of Henricus Auceps, 
Emperour of Germany, the twelfth Indidion, A. D. DCCCCXXIV. His own de- 
ferts, and the general affedtion of the People were not effectual to prevent all 
4 inconveniences proceeding from the condition of his Birth. ^ One Alfred made 
confiderable oppofition againft the choice, as of an illegitimate Perfon, and 
A confpiracy confpired with his Complices to lay hold of him in the City oiWinchefter,and to 
againft him. out e y es> gut the Plot was.happily difeovered, and Alfred it feems deny¬ 
ing it was fent to Rome, there to purge himfelf before that Bifhop, where coming ^ 
to take his Oath before the Altar ot St. Peter, he fell down, and being carried im D f mie . 
by his Servants to the Englijh School, there died the third night after. The Pope m Mm 
would not difpofe of his Body, but fent to ask the advice of Athelftan what lhould 
be done with it, whether it was to be buried amongft thofe of other Chriltians. fxr 
The Nobility and the Relations of Alfred, earneftly defired that it might be be- 
flowed in Chriftiah bilrial, to which the King alTenting, and the Pope! therewith J ailieb J V 
acquainted, it was accordingly done, and his whole Eftate was adjudged confifcate mcbm dt 
for his Treafon. Such good fortune had Athelftan againft this homebred Enemy. G&J* 6 , 
In other places he found little trouble, except on the Northern fide of Humber > 

To)\ feized by where liiguald, one of the Danijh Kings feized upon Tonk, and Sabne who 
higuald King f ome before had killed Niel his Brother, by force made himfelf Mauer 01 
ofthe Danes. ^ , in T he Monk of Malmesbury writes, that he was a Barbarian 

both by blind arid Nation. That he was Kinfman to thatGurmund, of whom we 
readefo much in the Adts of King Alfred, that having proudly contemned the 
Power of former Kings, now humbly defired the alliance of Athelftan by Mel- 
fengers, whom he himfelf followed, to make good what they had prayed on his 
behalf. Athelftan found him fo confiderable, that he gave him in marriage his 
. , Sifter Edfitha. But he enjoyed her but the fpace of one years, by his death giving 

SSed r occafion to Athelftan, of laying Northumberland to his own Dominions ta which 
to his Domi- ijg might lay claim, faith our Authour, both by an ancient Right, and 
nions. _ D 60. Here- 
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“ 60. Hereupon An daf the Son of Sittric fled into Ireland, and Godefrid his Bro- Sett. ioi 

ther into Scotland, whom followed fhortly after Ambafiadours from the King, both 
to Confta itine King of the Scots, and Eugenius King of the Humhrians^, demand- 
He invades j n£ r t he Fugitive to be given up, or denouncing a fpeedy War upon refuial. And 

SMknl as others fay, a War indeed hemade, palfing into Scotland with great Powers 

both by Sea and Land, where he drove his Enemies before him by Land as far as 
Dunfeodor and WerlermoH, and by Sea as far as unto Cathnefs. But Malmesbury 
affirm!, that not daring at all. to difpleafe him, without fail they amcco a place 
called Dacor for Dacre in Cumberland ) where each dehvered up himfelf and all 

his into the hands of the Engfijh King, who was Godfather «o the Son of Cm- 

ftantine, now ordered to be Baptized m Teftimony of the Accord. But for all 
this Godefrid efcaped while they were preparing for the Journey, and with one 
Turf rid travelling into feveral Parts, at length got fome Men together, and laid 
•Siege to Tork, the Inhabitants of which they effayed both by fair and foul means 
to let them in,but not prevailing they went their ways,yet were bothtaken Ihortly 
afterand fliut up in a Caftle,whence they efcaped by deluding their Keepers. Tur- 
frid not long after was Shipwreckt at Sea,and became a prey to the Flfhes. Godefrid, 
endured much mifery both by Sea and Land, and at laft came in the ponure 
of a fuppliant to the King’s Court, who kindly received him, but after he had 
been profufely Feafted for four days together, he got him again to his Ships, 
grew an old Pirate, as accuftomed to the water as a very Full, in the Monies o- 
pinion. In the mean time Athelftan demolilhed a Caftle in Tork, which the Danes 
had fortified, that therein they might no longer Ihroud themfelves. And the large 
Booty found in it he divided man by man amongft his Souldiers. 

61. But a great tempeft began to gather againft him in theNorth-weftern Parts, 
wher e Conftantine the King of the Scots exafperated by the late Invafion joined 

E»tUna in- with * Analaf the Son of Sithric (others but more unprobably will have hun^^^ 
vaded by the noC this Son, but another of Iris Name who was King of Ireland, and the Hies contra quem 
*"*• adjacent) and drew in Eug'nm the King of Cumberland, with great Forces 

leveral Nations to their Afliftence; After preparations or fome four years they i ius ^ uon ^ m 
invade England by the River Humber, and pafs up the Countrey to a place called Bggis Nor- 
iBrunanburg or Brmeford, which Cambden placeth in Gler^ale of Northumberland, ‘—fT' 
on the Scotch Borders; Athelftan on purpofe giving way, to obtain fome better ret> gj c , 
advantage againft them, as fome write , or , as others, they being fearfull to eft Analphs. 
Grapple with him. Analaf perceiving with whom he had to doe, puts off hts T ^nn. uru 
Royal Enfigns, and becomes a Spye in the habit of a Mufician, attending with 
an Harp in his hand at Athelftan s Tent, to which Inftrument Singing, he was ea -jordinNor- 
fily admitted to the King’s prefence as one who got his living by that courfeof^«^.^ 
life. There he made them merry till fuch time as having eaten and drank lufft- Turgotio inEm 
ciently they began to debate ferioufly about the work they had in hand, and he all theiredi legi- 
the while made what Obfervations he could, till then he received his wages, une ’ 

and was put out of the Tent. The Money fcorning to carry with him, he snmeford, e. 
hid into the Earth, of which a certain Souldier took notice who had formerly tbelwerdo 
ferved him, and thereby coming to know'him, after he was gone acquainted the 
King. The King blamed him for not giving timely notice, which the Souldier ex- ri j ge appell*. 
cufed as having formerly taken in Analaf s Service the Military Oath, affirming 
that had he betrayed Analaf, he himfelf to whom now he was in the fame Rela¬ 
tion could have expefted no more fidelity; but headvifed Athelftan to remove 
his Tent into another place. This Advice was lookt upon as very good, and how 
feafonable it was very Ihortly appeared. A certain Bilhop coming to the Camp 
this night in that very place, as being pleafantly fituated, pitched his Tent. Him 
Analaf, with a defign to deftroy the King, fell upon, being ignorant of what had 
palled, and eafily killed him with all his Followers. 

62. Ingulphus (who is more to be credited than any other Hiftorian in this matter) 
writes,that Anlaf though he had brought with him art infinite multitude of Danes,Nor- 
ivegians,Scots and Pills, yet either out of diffidence or the craft familiar to his Nation, 
chofe rather by night to furprize his Enemy,than fairly give him Battel in the open 
Field and by day light. He fell fuddenly upon the Englijh,and killed the Bilhop who 
was come but that night to the Camp,which caufing a great tumult and noife, the 
King though aMile off,and his whole Army took theAllarm,and putting themfelves 
into fuch order as the furprize would give leave, by break of Day came up to the place 
ofthe flaughter, where they found the Invaders tired,and difordered by their late 
travel,and for want of fleep. It happened that Athelftan in perfon leading all the 
Weft Saxons, light upon Analaf himfelf, and Turketul Iris Kinfman and Chancellour, 
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Seel. io. who had the Condudt of the Londoners, and all the Mercians, upon Conftantine the ~~~ 

vx-vs- Scotijh King. Their Miflile weapons being quickly fpent, they came to hand- 
btoutTV i ft ro ! {es > to fight it out with Sword and Buckler. Many poor Mortals there loft 
t'nfud. atKl their lives ; the Carkafles of mean perfons lay confufedly together with the {lain 
Bodies of Kings, Death making no diftindion. The difpute continuing long and 
moft violent,by reafon that the multitude of Barbarians was fo great, Turketul took 
with him fome few Londoners whom he knew to be moft valiant, and a Centurion . 
of the Wiccii called Singin , one of approved valour, and with them, being tal¬ 
ler than the reft, of folid and fubftantial Limbs, arid ftrongeft fet amongft all thofe 
London Heroes, he ruflied into the throng of his Enemies, and laying ftoutly a- 
bout him hewed down Ranks of Men both on the right hand and on the left.* 

He palled through the heaps of Orcadians and Pills, bearing a wood of Darts and 
Arrows on his Breaft-plate, and falling upon the crouds of Cumhrians and Scots, at 

* length reached Conftantine himfelf, whom he difmounted and would have taken 
alive, but the Scots were fo concerned for their King that they made a very iharp 
Conflict about him, and many of them prefling upon a few Englifh , especially 
aiming at Turketul he began to repent of his ralhnefs, feeing no means of efca- 
ping or getting off his Priloner, when fuddenly Singin the Centurion killed Con¬ 
ftantine, who being once flain the Scots were difeouraged and retired, and the 
report flying about the Army, Analaf and all his Followers ran away, after an un¬ 
heard-of number of Pagans was fain in the place. 

6 3. So much Ingulphus relates concerning this Turketul the Chancellour, who 
was afterward Abbat of Croyland , and Predeceflour in the government of that 
Monaftery, where he left the memorial of his Secular Employment. All Au- 
thours agree that this was a moft bloudy Battel, nay the bloudieft lay fome that 
ever thislfland faw. Ingulf tells us, that befides Conftantine five other Kings were Ce cifa, r 
therein flain, twelve Earls, and an infinite number of the inferiour fort. The Sax- qnhaninm 
on Annals (ftrangely perplex on this fubjed) fpeak of five Kings in all, and fe- 1 ™ 1 ’ 0 , Con - 
ven of Analaf s principal Commanders, of Freda a Norman , and feem to hint,-£2“ 
that Conftantine efcaped home, but loft his Son in the Battel: that fome of King <*/»%« »«• 

• Edward’s Old Souldiers were here loft* but on the other fide great multitudes ,* ?«%«» 

which done the reft fled to their Ships, particularly Analaf to Dublin , with a fmall 
remainder of his great Army. Malmesbury adds this circumftance, that the Bat - baries 

tel was fought from Morning to Night, agrees with Ingulf that Conftantine was rm 
flain, with five other Kings, and twelve Earls; The King’s lofs feemed fo incon- 
fiderable in comparifon of what his Enemies luftained, that our Writers mention 
few particulars, yet here fell his two Kinfmen, Elwin and Athelftan , whom he 
caufed to be Buried at Malmesbury. Whatever his lofs was of Men, his gain of 
Reputation by this Vidtory was very great, as is evident from what Ingulphus hath 
Which pro- obferved for us. For the notice of it flying throughout all Chriftendom, all Kings 
cures great defired to have him their Friend, and on any terms to make an Alliance with him. 
theKin 1 ' 011 f ° Henry the Emperour fent Ambafladours to defire one of his 'Sifters in Marriage 
Beiiig cour- f° r his Son Otho. Hugh alfo the King of the Franks (fo he terms him) requefted 
tad by ail Prin- another for his Son. And Ludovicus Prince of Aquitain begged the like favour for 
Alliance hi * his own perfon. So many and fo great and Royal Prefents they brought along 
with them as never had been formerly feen by the Englifh Nation. 

64. “ Bfefides rich Perfumes, Gems, Horfes for the Courfe with golden Fur- 
“ niture, Veflels of Onyx, and other rare and moft pretious things, a piece of the 
“ Crofs of.Chrift, and of his Crown of Thorns, both fet in Chryftal • ‘the Sword 
“ of Conftantine the Great, on the Hilt of which inclofed with Mafly pieces of 
“ Gold was fet one of the four Nails which fattened our Saviour to the Crofs j 
“ the Banner of Mauricius the Martyr, with the Launce of Charlestho Great of 
Which he “ no fmall efteem amerngft the Franks. King Athelftan was pleafed with thefe 

contents to. p re fents; readily fent his Sifters as was defired, under Condudt of ie- 
veral of his greateft Courtiers, the chief of whom was Turketul, whom 
he efpecially employed in this affair, in refpedt he was his firft and his chiefeft 
Chancellour, moft prudent and trufty of all he had, and for that he was near a- 
kin to the Ladies. With the Chancellour go the four Viragb’s to the Sea ,* if we 
look at Chaftity, fuperiour to Diana, and if we regard Beauty, more fair than 
Helena , faith our Authour. By the Dukes, Earls and all other of theEnglifk'No- h °™‘ v Za- 
bility many rich Prefents of Jewels and Bracelets are made them. At length leaving Znt, 6 or- 
England, they fail over the Sea with a profperous Gale, and up the Rhine they wf pi-^ 
pals as far as Colein. The. two Elder Sifters are put into the hands of the Empe- ZjmBhu* 
tow Henry, whereof theEldefthe beftowes on his own Son Otho and the other fipmlw 

upon 
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upon a great Prince of his Court. Hugh the King of the Franks took the Third Sed. io. 
Marrying his Sifter for his Son; and Ludovicus ’Prince of Aquitain Married the Fourth, the 
sitters accor- y ounge ft- 0 f ^ anc j t h e moft Beautifull. Turketul the Chancellour then having 
dll,g y ' difpatchcd the Affairs of his Embafly, returned home, loaded with great Gifts, 
as were his Followers; who to the meaneft Boy were highly Prefented. 

65. The Renown of Athelftan being fo great abroad nothing could withftand 
him at home, where prefently after his fuccefs in the North, and his having re¬ 
duced the Scots and Fills to obedience, with, his Brother Edmjmd he invaded 

He invades Wales, and with much more eafe brought LudwalKlng thereof into Subjection. 
mies. *i*his King Ludwal is by others called Hunwal, Huwal or Houil, no Name having 
more various reading, and is thought to have been the lame with Howel Dha,or the 
Good, the Son of CWe/and that Great King of the Welft, fo famous for the Laws he 
made to Govern his Subjects. Perceiving them out of all order for want of Laws, u Hoeli 
he lummoned together out of every Kem^l ot Hundred of his .Kingdom, both Lay- Dfc [iBoni.) 
men that were eminent for Authority and Knowledge, as alfo all Ecdefiafticks, fggjg ^ 
that by reafon of their Authority bore * Staves, or.had Staves born before xhem, tius1 / M<e g 
afwell Archbilhops; Bilhops, as Abbats and Priors to a. place called fiuin npoofiwkribusfu. 
Taffyn dead, an Houfe he had caufed to be built ,of white or pilled,Rods for .hisjS 
ufe when he came to Hunt in the Parts of Demetia , whereupon it was called by speima* In 
the Name of Ty Guyn. There the King and they continued all th eLent, Falling Conci ^ s ‘ 
and Praying for .a good ifliie of theif meeting according toyhat he had defign ed.V £ f,;, ww 
Of thofe that now met he chofe twelve of the Laity, and .a v6ry ^earned Clerk Ecclef,ajiicu 
called Blangondus to make a draught and preparative for their bufinefs which he 
would have divided into three parts. Of which the firft lliould be the . Law of J ' 

•his dayly Court, the fecond the Law of his Countrey, the third the Pradice 
of both. For this purpofe three Books he, ordered to be. made, ‘one to 
. follow his dayly Court,, a fecond for the Court of Dinewr ? apd a third for that 
of Aberfran, or any of the three Parts of Cambria, viz. Guehet, Powis and De- 
benbarth, wlrich ihould for every matter in hand have the Authority of a Law. 

Cambden will have this Aflembly held in the Year DCCCCXIV. a certain Manu- 
feript written long agoe, about the Year DCCCCXXYI. the Hiftory of Wales, 
after or about the Year DCCCCXL. fo great is the. dhagreement of Writers, 
which feems to hint that three feveral Aflemblies were held,' it fo long the Reign 
of this Howel continued. Some affirm he was not King till about the Year 
DCCCCXL. and Reigned not beyond DCCCCLXVI 1 I. But the Book of Landaff 
, makes him later, the Contemporary of King Edgar who began not his Reign 
till the Year DCCCCLIX: or thereabouts, in the Hiftory of whom \Ve ihallhave 
another fpecial occafion to make mention of this Howel. 

66. To return to Athelftan. He caufed all the Petty Kings of Wales, afwell 
Making as Howel their Principal (if now he Reigned) jo give him a Meeting at Here- 
ther Petty 0 " ford, where under the Name of a Tribute he impofed on them a yearly Payment 
King* pay him of twenty Pounds of Gold, three hundred of Silver, of Beeves twenty fivethou- 
Tnbu re. fand, with as many Hounds and Hawks as he Ihould demand. Moreover becaufe 

in the Weftern Borders toward Cornwall the Britains and Englifh dwelt confufedly 
together, which bred Quarrels, and many times drew the atre&ion of the Englifh 
from their Prince, he expelled all the Cornijh Britains out of Exeter (which he 
ftrongly fortified) and other Parts of Devonfhire, though there they had former¬ 
ly dwelt in equal Right with the Englifh, as we have formerly hinted, that the 
Britains were wont to dwell in fome other places, efpecially till the great Ditch 
of feparation made by the Mercians. To their County of* Cornwall he fixed 
certain Limits, dividing it from Devonfhire with the River Tamara, as he boun¬ 
ded the other Northern Britains with the River Vaga, or the Weyi Thus dreaded 
. at home and feared abroad he lived in repofefor 1b much as we know for three 
years, and then left the World in great Qlory (whatever the Scotch Writers 
pretend) no way eclipfed except it were by the Death of his Brother Edwin, 
which fome report he willingly made away as one who by his legitimate Birth¬ 
right would endanger that to which Pofleflion gave him the greateft Right. The 
ftory is this. Elf red as we have already faid, confpired to prevent the promo- 
hbB ec0 h ntof ti° n °* Athelftan by putting out his Eyes, and many Complices doubtlefs he had ZZaji. 
EJmJn'l er w ho gave their Names to the Enter prize. There were not wanting Sycophants 
Death. to accufe Edwin of the Plot, as being the next Heir to the Crown(at leaft)the El- 
deft Son of King Edward’s fecond Wile,for whofelake the Treafon was firft hatched. 

A Crown is commonly lined with Jealoufie and Sufpicion, and the apprehen- 
fion of a Rival ufually overpowers all obligations both of Friendlhip and Nature. 
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Sedt. I o Edwin both by word of mouth and by meflepgers, by Oaths and Imprecations 
* protefted his Innocence. But this would not prevail againft the Whifpers of 
Parafites who affirmed, that being driven into banifhment, he would be com- 
miferated by foreign Princes, and ftill more indanger the King. Therefore is fuch 
a courfe found out,as under the Notion of Banilhment,may lend him away to his 
long home. Aihip rotten of it felf, and notable to endure the violence of the 
Waves is found out, to the Government of which no mariners are appointed, 
onely he himfelf* and his Page ( or Armour-bearer ) put therein. For fome time 
they weathered out at Sea, till the young Prince brought up tenderly, and not 
ufed to hardlhip being weary of his life, call himfelf headlong, and lb perilhed in 
the Ocean. His Servant better advifed was contented to live, and making ufe of 
better fortune, landed ' with his Mailer's Boy at a place called Whitfand, not far 
from Dover. 

67. The kSc was not long committed before Athelftan s Repentance began to 
follow, which he is laid by a feven years penance to have teftified to the World, 

■ as by thePuniihment of him who was the principal Inftriiment in the lateTrage- 
Whicii is P u. dy, and wltifpered jealoufie into his Ears. This was his Cup-bearer, who upon 
occafion being to prefent a cup of drink to him, one of his Feet llipt, but by the 
SS. nimblenefs of the other recovering himfelf, he offered thefe words: Thus m Bro¬ 
ther helps another. The King hearing them, and fadly calling to mind how little 
he himfelf had helped his Brother, oppfofied by the Calumnies of this parafite, 
caufed him to bo put to death. This is the tale told by Malmesbury , and by 
Matthew theFlowergattierer who delivers it (as many other grand Improbabili¬ 
ties ) for a truth, whereas the former tells it as a ftory of which he himfelf doub¬ 
ted But Buchanan the Scotch Writer runs away with it as a certain truth, joy- 
riingit With more of the fame credit, viz. that he was the Murtherer of his Bro¬ 
ther Edred alfo, and was vilely fufpe&ed to have by his contrivance brought his 
Father himfelf to a violent death, forafmuch as Writers give him the Title of 
Edward the Martyr. The very mentioning of thefe brings the other intofufpicion; 
for that Edred furvived and fucceeded Athelftan next but one in the Kingdom is 
fufficiently known, and the other fufpicion Ihews the Writer both ignorant and 
malitious. For who but a mere ftranger to Englijh Hiltory, can imagine Edward 
the Martyr the fame with Edward the Elder, the Father oi Athelftan ? If one 
conlider his extraordinary kindnefs to, and care for all the reft of his Brothers and 
Sifters, this will ftill feem more improbable,* for whofefakeas fome will believe 
he abftained even from Marriage, making them his Companions in the Kingdom. 

His mercifulnefs to his very Enemies, -is taken notice of by Writers who gene¬ 
rally incline to quit hinifrom this charge ofmurthering.his Brother, as groun¬ 
ded rather upon uncertain fame and rude fongs, than upon certain or approved 
Hiftory. Even fuch as believe him Authour of the Fa£t acquit him from the 
Crime, by affirming Edwin to have pra&ifedTreafon againft his Perfon. 

To Athelftan tfg. Athelftan being dead, after he had reigned fixteen years, though the Annals 

fucceeds Ed- • ^im but fourteen years and ten weeks. Eadmund his Brother a youth ot 
mml eighteen yearsof Age, fifoceededhim in thethirty fecond ^ conftantine theggHJ 
Eighth firnamed Porphyrogenitus Emperour of Conftantinople, the fifth of Otho the ce ^ Lmi . 
who invade* Great Emperour of the Weft, A. D. DOCCCXL. In courage he was no way uite- ^ 
Mrcia - r i oar to his Brother. In the fecond year of his Reign he invaded Mercia, which gnocinj . a . 
was generally held then by th e Danes, and putting them out of Power, took 
from them fives Cities, viz. Leicefter, Lincoln, Notingham, Stanford and Darby, 6tanpp& 
Where it feeitts they had been plac’d by King Edward but at this time it was not eac wora 
thought convenient that they fhould continue. For from what Simeon ^munh 

relates it fliould appear that he had matter of Jealoufie and provocation from the on 
Danes , inhabiting Northumberland , the King whereof Anlaj, from Ter*, wait a ^ An !a- 
all Southward as far as Northampton, but was met and ftopt by King , Edmund at F cyn.njfc 
Leicefter. Here Peace was made betwixt them by the Intervention of two Arch- « pulpy* 
biihops, Odo and Wulftan, which was ennobled by the converfion of »• 1 • 

whom as the Annals witnefs Edmund was Godfather the fame year, who alf 7 A 
a little after received Regenlad, another King from the Hands of the Bilhop at 
Confirmation: moreover it is faid, that their Territories were bounded North d ^ );£C he 
Subdues^ South by Watlingftreet. Who this Anlaj fhould be is fo « iet ! un f unc ® 5 t f ir J» Y!!' on m 
laf, and join* ther hin J f po k en of fo much heretofore or another. Huntingdon will have him, Re^nolw 
JSSr another. Jt that J*f who died this very year But the Annals WW* 

Dominions. b e credited, which two years after call this Anlajj now firft ot all J tme^on b. r c 
of Sithric, relating that Edmund now drove both him and Regenaldthy 
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Guthferd out of Northumberland which he fubdued, and forced to fubmit to hisSecft. io' 
Dominion. 

Hardfles Cum- 69. The year that followed King Edmund haraffed Cumberland, and gave it 
berknd, and t0 Malcolm King of the Scots, on condition to aflift him in his Wars both by Sea 
S King of and Land. Hitherto, though much diftreffed and difturbed by their Neighbours, 

Scotland. the Pills , Scots and Englijh, the ancient Weljh in this Countrey had continued a 
kind of State and Government, even after feveral of them being wearied out, had 
retired into Northwales , and there erected the Kingdom of Stratcluyd, which we 
formerly mentioned. From this time they continued under the Power of the 
Scots, but fell again to the Dominion of the Normans when they had conquered 
England, and at this day their Countrey retains the Name of Cumlri or Kumri, 
the fame whereby the Weljh or Britains ftill call themfelves, although the Re¬ 
mainders of them ftill inhabiting thefe Parts, by reafon of continual Commerce 
with their troublefome Neighbours, have loft the Language which onely fticks to 
firing afllfted certain Towns and Places, not fo fubjed: to alteration. But as to this conqueft of 
by Leoline Northumberland, Matthew of Weftminfter gives us farther the Circumftances, that 
of Edmund did it by afliftence of Leoline Prince of Wales, and that he put out the 
Eyes of both the Sons of Dunma'tl King of the Provinces, whom he had deprived 
of his Kingdom. Thus did Edmund flourifh,. giving hopes of ftill greater things 
to be performed by him, when in the height of the Expectations of his Friends 
and his own Confidence; a too venturous aCt cut him off, and a ftrange Accident 
deprived his People of him. The year which followed this Alteration in Cumber¬ 
land he kept the Feaftof St. Auguftine, with many of his Nobles at a Place which 
has in Writers feveral Names, but now is called Puclekerke or Puckle-Church in Glo- 
cefterjhire , in memory of his firft converting the Englijh Nation. As he fate at Malms for. 
meat amongft his Guefts, he efpieft one LeoJ a noted Thief, who for his Rob¬ 
beries had been banilhed fix years before. Hereat transported with Rage, he rofe 
from the Table, ran upon him, caught him by the Hair, and pulled him to the ^ 

Edmund is ground. The Thief expediting no lels than death, thought he would not dye unre- 
S/eChurch ven g ed > b ut pulling out a lhort Dagger thruft it into the Breaft of the King as 
jn Giocefter- he lay upon him with all the violence he was able. He was. deadly wounded, and 
J hire - that e’er the Company could turn or imagine what the matter meant, but when it 
was perceived they flew upon the Murtherer, and cut him in pieces, who yet 
like a furious wild Beaft at a Bay laid about him, and e’er he was killed, 
wounded fome of his Aflailants. To this lamentable end came Edmund after he 
had reigned fix years and an half, and was buried at Glaftenbury. 

70. Edmund died not without ifiue Male, as we fliall fee hereafter, but his Sons 
wed*! fU °* being Infants, Edred his Brother, the third Brother of Athelftan, fucceeded him, 
and was Crowned at Kingdon, in the thirty eighth year of Conftantinus Porphyro- 
genitas, the eleventh of Otho the Great, and the DCCCCXLVI. year of our Lord. 

The courfe of his Actions fufficiently fliewed that he did not degenerate from his 
Th e Nor. - Anceftours. _ In his very firft year he fubdued all Northumberland, which ever was 
revolt. M revolting by the practices of its petty Princes, and he fo ordered his matters by 
the Reputation hereby attained, that the Scots fwore obedience to him to will 
whatfoever he fliould will, as the * Annals exprefs it. But the Northumbrians ever * An. 
unfaithfull, now alfo ffiewed the fickleneft of their difpofition. The Archdeacon DCCCCXLVI. 
of Huntingdon here talks ftill of Anlaj, as that he ftiould once more be recalled, £cocra r 
and Reigning four years, again be put to Ihift for himfelf Simeon of Durham hin } aj,a r 
writes of their chufing one Eric a Dane , the Son of Harald, for their King, a- 
gainftwhom Edred entred Northumberland, and having wafted the Countrey re- e al |he 
turned. Eric fell upon his Rere in his Retreat, which ingaged him to face about, poke, 
and prepare to Charge the purlhing Enemy; which fo affrighted the Northumbri¬ 
ans, that dreading again to prove what they had already fufficiently experienced, 
they call off Eric, killed Amanc the Son of Anlaj, and with great Prefents appea¬ 
ling Edred again, fubmitted to his Government, and quitting the Adminiffration 
of their petty Kings, were thenceforth Ruled by Earls, of which one OfulJ is re¬ 
ported to be the firft. Such is the account we have of this expedition in general, 

Are afllfted the onely particular of confequence is, that Wulftan the Archbilhop of Pork fided, 
ftgg- « conn * vec *’ as Malmesbury words it, with his Compatriots in their Revolt, 

%ri(. 0p ° fo r which he was committed to Prifon, where having continued a confiderable 
time ( but a year faith Stubhesj he was at laft pardoned, and releafed out of re- 
Edred dies. fpeCt to his coat and function. As Edred thus proceeded to equal the worth of rb. Stulfos, 
his Predeceffours, he was taken away in the flower of his Age, when he had/ 

Reigned fome nine years arid an half, and was buried in the Cathedral Church at 
Winchefter. 7 r. By 
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c a , 71. By this time EJwi, or Eaduiig (as the Annals call Iran ) the eldeft Sun of Eadpc-j 

was advancing to Man’s eltatt, and therefore now upon his Uncle s death 
pXTmte was admitted King, and crowned at Won, in the forty fevendi year of C«»- 
Kin* (tantinus Torphyrogeniius fo often mentioned as contemporary, as alfo the twenti- 
of Otho the Great, in theDCCCCLV. year of ourLord He was about fourteen 
vears of Aee, of Beauty, much above the ordinary comehnefs of Men, which got 
him the Sirname of Fancalus or altogether Fair; which Youth and Beauty expo- 
Who is given fej him to the Arts and Allurements of bad people. He is generally 
to Wcmcn. f though bv fome his a&icns are not reprelented with that difad vantage, 
which particular prejudice in other writers may feem a little10 have procured. 

By them he is reported to have given extraordinary offence by his lnordinat^ plea- 
fure on the very day of his Coronation. There was in his Court a Lady nearly 
allied to him who had a Daughter far exceeding her felf in Beauty, though foe 
was very handfome, called by the name of Algi'na. Mother and Daughter, by 
• their unchafte deportment, had fo infinuated themfelves into his favour, that net- 
ther he could be quiet, nor any publick bufinefs be difpatched without them. 

The defign of the Mother was he fhould marry her Daughter , yet is Ihe (aid to 
have haTas vehement a defire to partake of their Ms, which Ihe often did, he 
being wont fhamelefly to imbrace the one in the others prefence. The Ceremony 
of the Coronation being over, the Feaft was prepared, or elfe they fell into a fe- 
rious ronfultation about publick matters. But the Kingquitstheplace, and with¬ 
out ar 5 y regard to fo venerable an AfTembly as confiftedof his glares andRo¬ 
bles flung away into the chamber of thefe women, where he caft bmf P 
a bed taSixt them. The Lords hereat exceedingly fretted, as they had reafon 
and confulted how to reduce the Youth into their company. Tbswas^denaken 
bv Dunltan Abbat of Glaftenbury , and Kinfi Billiop of Lichfield, who was r el a 
tJ r \ m the Kin CT and therefore chofen as one whole authority would fway the 
V niore with him. °They enter theChamberand find him in that indecent potture; 

™unfian rebukes the w'omen, and gendy reprehends the Kmg, 
his abfence, not to put fo great an affront upon his Nobil ty. He iumes, tney 
taunt and feoff, but Dunfian takes him by the hand, pulls him from them, fets 
the Crown upon his Head, which he had caft ahde, and brings bm back into th 

Aflemb>h e hereat enraged to all degrees of mahee 

cujhnbury. firms w ho complains that his Monaftery, which CIerks d f or fobe 

rCySuch^t reflexions upon his Perfon which oto^ not fo much 

“’hy'rte~ 

rioted. tne 7 \ 3 F hU Alvina and the People fo to have refented the affronts ottered 

Iwn 

His Miftrefle. feverit vended not here : they added marks offcorn.defacing 

SSt lier^Reauc^ byh^anding'hcr Faeewith ^^ba^hed^ierinm 2 /^^.^ 

to heart, and died notlongato 
ids Excommunication) and was burred nr the 

new Monaftery at Wincbefter.. - vears 0 f /\ge, by his Death became . 


Chap. II. Contempt wit& theConftmtinop. Rom.Emp: Edge 


No fooner was he advanced, but to ferve the Intereft of the Party that fet bm up, S c £j- j Q 
p e d° ke (r h ' 5 * n an Mcmh{ y at Branford, he revoked all the unjuft decrees of his Brother, wvxJ 
Lawj, C and” t0 °k care for purfuing, taking • and putting tp. death the Adultrefs of Edwi, and 
calls back St. for recallbg Dunfian with great Glory, whom within a little time he promoted to 
Duiifian. the See of Canterbury. Concerning the Government of Edgar, Malmesbury gives 
us this Ihort account, that not. any one year is mentioned in the Cbonicles, 
wherein he performed not fome great thing, and necefiary for the good of his 
Countrey. Yet fuflered bs Kingdom no violence, either by domeftick Treachery 
or outward Force, a ftory going, that- St. Dunfian at his Birth was told by an An¬ 
gel, that Peace foould flourifo in England fo long as this B.oy Reigned, and as he 
himfelf fliould live. That this Peace and Tranquillity was not obtained by ne¬ 
glect and idlenefs, we may be fufficiently afiured from bs vaft Naval prepara- 
Hi» Naval tions. He underftood and pradfifed the true Intereft of his Countrey, which was 
prepara ions. to gj ve Laws, and to be Mafter .at Sea. He was fo wife as to know preventing 
Phyiick to be the heft, better to hinder the Invafiop of an Enemy, than fuffer 
his own Kingdom.to be the Seat of a War; which at belt pipit bring devastation 
and poverty,and make the Conquerour a very great loofer by the Vi&ory. He rig¬ 
ged up fuch a Fleet as for number of Yeflels, may feem incredible. Every Sum¬ 
mer,faith Malmesbury , immediately after Eafler he commanded his, Ships upon eve¬ 
ry Shore to be brought into a Body. Hp Sailecj ufually with the Eaftern Fleet, 
to the Weftern Part of thelfland; and then fending it back with the Weftern un¬ 
to the Northern, and thence with the Northern he returned to the Eaftern, be¬ 
ing exceeding diligent to prevent the incurfions of Pirates * and Courageous for 
the defence of his Kingdom againft Foreigners, and the framing up of himfelf and 
bs people for Military employments. 

74. Each of thefe Fleets we are told confined of ope thoufand and two hun¬ 
dred Ships, and thefe alfo very ftout ones, fo that the pupiber of all muft have 
amounted to tbee tfioufand and fix hundred Sail; whic|i ^ fomp of our Authours *«**<*» 
fpeak exprefiy. But others write of four thoufand Yeflels, and there are that %J r ™£ us 
add to thefe tliree a fourth Fleet, by which means the npfnber will be encreafed ti ° rn ' 
to four thoufand and eight hundred Sail, as may be feen in Matthew cLWeftminfier 
and the Flowergatherer. To fuftain this charge, Ibpfidf? the private Coptnbqpions 
of his Subjeds (of which we ball hereafter more convepiently fpeak) he had 
Eight petty Bangs, who being his Fiduciary Clients or YaJJals, were bound to 
him by Oath to be ready at his Command, apd ferve him both’by Sea and Land; 
wbch Oath they took at Chefter, where he had given them order to meet him, as 
he Sailed about .the North of Britain with a great Navy. Their Names are Ke~ 
ned or Kineld, King of the Scots, Malcolm of Cumberland ( who at this time it 
feems hath this Name,though as we faid the Cumbrians hadtjirown off that Title, 
and taken the other of Earls as more mpdeft) Macfft/e of the Ifles, and live of 
Wales, the Names of whom were Dufival, Griffith, Huual, Jacob and Judethil. Ha¬ 
ving thefe then altogether at bs Court at Chefier, to let forth the Splendour and 
Greatnefs of his Dominion, he went one day into a Gaily, and cauied bmjfejf to 
be rowed by the petty Princes, he himfelfholding the Stem , and fleering the 
Boat about the River Dee : Waited on by ajl Ills Dukes and Noples • in another 
Barge, he Sailed from the Monaftery of St. John Baptjfi, where an Oration being 
made to him, in the fame ftate and pomp he returned to his Palace. Here when 
he Arrived, he is faid to have told thofe^bout him, that then his $uccel£)ur s 
might boaft themfelves Kings ,of Englwd, w,hen by fo many .Kings' they mould 
be Tq attended, and Arrive, as Malmesbury exprefles it, at fuch a Prerogative of 
Honours. As for thefe Princes, Macfufiusby Fhrent of Wprcefier, $$ Jpyeden f 
is termed a King of very raanylflapd?* Jd&tfew of fVejlminfier calls him King 
of Man, and very many other Iflandg. _And inn an Arch^irate, 

by which word a Robber is not to bp underftood; l^it ai 'Afferius arid others of 
that Age ufe it, .one .stdllediinrSea.a^wrs,' nr aSeaman lo, called from Pira, wbch 
in.the Attique Tongue, fignifies Graft or Art, ^fterjifVard it came to'be appli¬ 
cable onelv to fuch as without any jjuftice mfeft;the Se^s. fCotlong after, the Go- 
vernour of a Ship of Pirates, came to becaljed a Pilpte.from Pile > the name of a 
Ship in the ancient Gallick Language , fome remainders whereof ftfll continue 
among the Franks. After the .infolepcy of theie Northern Rovers and JP^gans 
grew lo great, all the Maritime Towns .throughout Ghffttendom migjit .ivell be 
fenfible of their danger, and the jmeaps.pif their .deliverance, as to exprels their 
common Faith, and next their, common jRefpge under pod, on one fide of their . 

Coin they ftamped.a Crofs, andjon •the Revprfe a Ship, which gave .Original to 
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'cpfl. , • that, though much pradifed, yet little underftood cuftome of rafting and naming 
Crofsand Pile to this day. , , , 

7*. Another of the Kings and thofe of Wales was Huual or Hrnal who 
though he be not placed the fitft in order, yet if we foUow the Account of feme 
Autlfours, muft hive been the chief of them a I, the Prrnce to whom all the reft 
performed obedience. The Book of Landaff bids us take notice that at the fame codex Lmdi. 
time lived Edgar King of all Britain, Huwell Da and Margin Heu, whichitwo yet 
were the Subjects of ting Edgar. At that time Morgan Heu obtained all Morgans 
in peace and quietnefs, onely Huwell Da endeavoured to take from him Ifiradm 
and Euwhs. King Edgar having notice hereof, fummoned Huwell Da Morgan 
Heu. and Heweyn his Son to his Court, where in full Council he dd^ated both their 
Titles, and it was plainly found that Huwell Da had dealt ill with Morgan Heu and , 
his Son Huweyn, and for this Reafon Huwell was ( driven from the pofleflion of 
thefe two Countries for ever without recovery. Afterward King Edgar gave 
“ an d granted to Morgan Heu and his Son Huwtyn thefe two Lands, viz. Iftradin 
“ and Euwiie by name, lying in the Bilhoprick of Landas, as his own Inheritance, 

« and the aforefaid two pieces of Land to him and his Heirs, without the Calum- 
“ n y of any earthly man, he has confirmed by our common Aflent, and with 
« the Teftimony of all Archbifhops, Biffiops, Abbate, Earls and Barons of all 
« England and Wales. And curfed is he by our Lord the Father who feparates 
« thle two pieces of Land from the Lordihip of Morgamc and the Parilh (Dio- 
« cefe is meant) of Landaff ; and bleffied be he of our Lord Jefus Chnft who 
« obferves this, and by aU Chriftian People henceforth for ever. Amen More- 
over you muft know that the writing which on that day was made and written 
before King Edgar in full Council, was depofited in the Church of landaff 
Fare you well. Now this feems to be no other than the above mentioned Heel 
Dha, in Latine called HoelUs Helus ,. and fometirms Huual; one of thefefive Welff 
Kings, whom Malmeslnry relates, together with KunadeRvng of the Scots Mal¬ 
colm King of the Cumbrians , and Maccufius the Arch Pirate, or rather Chief of the 
Seamen and Governour of the Seas, tohavemethun at the City of Chefier and u 
way of Triumph to have rowed him on the River Dee, by fuch a Spectacle to 
fliew him as Lord and Monarch both of the Britijh Earth and Ocean. This is 
that Howel Dha of whom we have already fpoken, whofe Laws faith Sir Henry 
Spelman I underftand were Printed by one Salisbury zWelJbman forty years agoe, 
and difperfed among his Countreymenj but I never had the happmefs to fee 

the ^‘. This Pomp ufed by Edgar in the Attendance of ^fe eight W h ^ lrtces F , omU i„. 
was, as fome write, but the Epilogue to a greater A& of State. For this Hmden. 
year he was folemnly Crowned, having the fixteenth year of his Age, whereinTie 
was made King, omitted this Ceremony till he came to be thirty, out of penance 
for his former fins oflncontinence, as fome would have it, whereas upon lus Brothers 
death he might have received the Enfigns of Majefty e er he came to be fo gudty 
n Crowned at of thefe youthfull Crimes. The Solemnityrwas performed 
Bath. in prefence of the Nobility, and a great confluence of all forts of Perions, m the 

in love with her upon bare report. But to be certam he font Earl Athelwold }-on nem- 
Secretarv to fee her, refolving to Marry her if ihe were found to be fo handfome 
M y AMd\ made hale and git a fight of her, 

fmitten, that he concealed his Meffage and refolved to obtam her f° r ^ 

which being eafily done, he vilifies her to the King as a Woman very ord ry, 

and fuch a Dwarf as would much unbefeem his Royal Bed. The King s tho g ^ 

are hereby diverted upon other Obie&s; but at laft the Earl s Enemies bn g 
to light how he had deceived his Mailer; whom to inrage they omit no words 

tofctout,nsy enbaunce the wonderfcft Beauty of the JUdy. The^mgconcral 

his Anger and refolving by another Device to overreach him, tells him in a plea 

fant manner on fuch a day he would fee his Wife, a ^Mv defirahef to 

med. He exceedingly ftruck with a thing fo unexpected, earneftly defires her t 
• provide for his fafety, by putting on bad Clothes and deforming her felf J , 
other means teagiiwbley *She had by this time perceived how for a King<he had 
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" Married a)n Earl, which raifed fuch Womanifli Pride,' and Indignation in her, thatSed. io. 

againft the coming of Edgar Hie drefies her felf in the mod amiable and tempting 
manner Ihe could devife, which had luch effects upon him, that hisLove being the 
more inflam’d by being fo long defrauded of her, he appointed for a pretence, a 
day of Hunting in the Fbreft called Warewelln ow HarewobdForeft , and there flew 
Athelwold wit h a Dart. The Earls bafe Sort coming when'the thing was done, and 
looking upon his Father’s dead Body, the King demanded of him bow he liked this 
Game ; to which he anfwered, That what/oever f leafed the King, ought not to difpleafe 
him • with which , mild Reply the King’s angry mind Was fo appeafed, that he 
ever after highly favoured the Youth, and expiated-the-Crime committed upon 
the Father by the. great kindnefs he fhewed to the Son. Elfrida he fpeedily Mar¬ 
ried, who to make the.ufual amends for Murthers and other horrid Crimes commit¬ 
ted, built a Nunnery in the .place where her Husband wasflain. 

Be is fleihiy 77- Another thing is laid to his charge, that he-tbok> by force a Virgin veiled 
s ‘ ven ' out of a Monaftery, and ufed her as 'his Concubine, for.-which'he was fo iharply 
reproved by St. Dunjlan, andlaidit fo much; to.heart, -that he willingly underwent 
a Penance of feven years continuance, viz. Fafling, arid ihe 'want of bis Corona¬ 
tion. But it feems he could not abftain from all forts of flelh. Coming on a time 
to Andover a Town not far from Winchefter, he wouldhave,tile enjoyment of a 
certain Duke’s Daughter much fpoken of for her Beauty, ! and commanded her to 
be brought to his Bed. The Mother of the Virgin not daring -flatly terdeny, yet 
abhorring to be a Baud to her Own -Daughter, refolved to deceive ; Hiffi by 'the 
' darknefs of the Night, and lent a Waiting Maid Ihe hkH in 'her room, one that 
was handfome enough, and not unwitty, as flie made it appear. When it- was 
Morning flie offered to rife, and he demanding of her Why Ihe mhde fuch haftet 
Shereplyed, that fhe mufbup and doe the Work-her Lady had.fet her. The King 
wondering what flie meant, as not havingidbubted -but that Jhe, was the Duke’s 
Daughter, Hie befought him to fet her free from trlie Ser.vice bf her Miftrefs as a 

Reward for her defloured Virginity ; a Boon his Majefty ; eould not deny her. He 
for a time wavering and not knowing how he fliould take it^ at kft diflembled 
his Indignation, put off alfwith a Jeft, Let her freefrbm'herMiftrds, and carry¬ 
ing her away with him, ufed her with all kiridnefs, and-onely. kept himfelf to her 
till fuch time as he married Elfrida. Thefe were the Vices oft Edgar, of which 
more noife had been made by the Monks,- but that be built fo many Monafteries 
(every year one it’s faid) that they could fcarcely think kny ill of one fo devoted 
to their courfe of life, one perhaps as great a lover of Chaftity as Solitarinefs, ini 
another Perfon. But it’s certain England flourifhed mightily under him, being a 
man fo anfwerin'g the Epithete' given by Homer to a King, That not onely from n6 ', m u2f - 
cruel Enemies but Savage Beaflshe fecured his People, laying a yearly Tribute of 
Exa&s a Tri- three hundred Wolvesupon Ludwal King of Wales, whichwheii he nad paid three 
from ° f Ludwa! years together, in the fourth he gave over, profefling there were no more to be MalmMr. 
King oflVales. found. • 

78. What his Employment w-as in Summer we have already •feen. In Winter 
Takes care an( j t j ie spring he ufually rode a kind of Circuit to adminifter Juftice to the People; 
adminift'red. 6 and takecare that liis Officers did the like. ; A low. man he was and flender, but 
of fuch Courage and fo ftrong made, that he would provoke the moft robuft he 
could hear of to graple with him, difdaining they Ihould at allfpare hifn out of 
His Courage re fp e d tohis perfon. It happened on a time, that Kened King of the Scots. w&szi 
an trengt . j^ s (^ ourtj t0 w k oni) as Matthew of' We(lminjler relates, he gave rich PreferitS 
with the whole Countrey of Lothian, oh condition that he and his Succeflours at 
high Feftivals Ihould come and attend omithe Englifh Kirig when he fotd Gtdwned; 
moreover many Lodging places he affigned him by the Way, which to eafe them 
in their Journey were tUl the time of Henry the Second ftill held by thefe Kings 
of Scotland. This^ Kened as he fate one dky Feafting,-tojeftirtgly to thofe a- 
bout .him, That it was a Jlrange thing that fo maty Provinces fhould obey fuch a lit¬ 
tle Contemptible man. The words were brought to the King’s Ears. “He fends fot 
“ Kened as to Confult upon feme important Affair, and carries him into .a. .Wood, 

. “ where none being prefent but they tW0i fie delivers intd his hand one ;of twb 
“ Swords he had brought along with hiitir; Now hd^tells^him they w^are alone; 

and fo he had a good opportunity to try his ftrength. He ^is refol ved ^t ihohld 
“ now be determined which of them ought to rule, and \tfiich Subje^, 

“ bidding him notftir a foot but decide the Controverfie with him, -for it was 
“ an ugly thing fbra King to talk ata Feaft andmot beiforwardac aFray; Kened 
t* hereat exceedingly abaihed, without replykig, fdUjJown ftt-ljis Feet* apdlt^ed 
G g his 
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Sect. io. “ his pardon for what he had fpoken in jell without any intended Reflexion 
“ which he readily gave him. So great was his Courage and his Power the efled 
thereof, that if a Chaiter of his be to be credited, he fubdued the greateft part of 
Ireland with the City of Dublin, and was Lord of all the Hies as tar as Norway • Pj-;, 

but of this no other Writer makes mention, and inftead of a Warriour he is ufually 4 , 

filled Edgar the Peaceable. However fuch was his Fame that if he did riot go to 
Foreigners, they came to him out of Saxony, Flanders, Denmark it felf and other f d ' 9«*»- 
places. Malmesbury obferveS, that their coming over did much detriment to the t 
Natives, who from the Saxons received rudenefs andfiercenefs , Effeminatenefs from ™ndmn& s 
thofe of Flanders, and Drunkennefs from the Danes, being before free from thefe «- 
Vices, as contented to defend their own with a natural and innocent Simplicity 
and not given to admire the Cuftoms and Falhions of other Nations. Hereupon 
the Monk tells us he is defervedly blamed in Story. But happy had it been for 
England had his Succeflours by their deferved Fame and Reputation given fuch oe- 
Hc Dim. calion for Reprehenfion. He died when he had Reigned about rixteen years 
in the flower of his Age, and with him* all the glory of the Englifh Saxons, 
nothing henceforth being to be heard, of amongft them but Death and' 

Ruine. 

79 - He had by Egelfleda Sirnamed the Fair, the Daughter of Ordmer a potent 
Duke (it’s uncertain whether his Wife or his Concubine) a Son Named Edward 
by Wilfrida another Concubine a Daughter Named Editha, which became a Nun • 

Hisiffue. and by Elfrida the Daughter of Duke Ordgar, Edmund, who dyed five years be¬ 
fore his Father, and another Son called Etbelrede. Elfrida outliving him made a 
great Faction, labouring earneftly that her Son Ihould fucceed, by objecting Ille- 
gitimation to Edward. By the afliftence of Elfer Duke of the Mercians , lhe 
wrought a great difturbance, which by means yet of Dunftan and Ofwald the two 
Archbilhops was compofed to the advantage of Edward, whom they maintained 
Edvard fuc- fi* ^egitirriate againft her Pretenfions, and fhewed it to- be the late King’s Will 
cccdi him. ’ that heihould fucceed him. Edward then fucceeded his Father in the fifth year of 
Joannes Zimifes Emperour of Conflantinople, the third of Otho the younger Empe- 
rour of the Weft, A. D. DCCCCLXXV year of our Lord. Prefently after his 
promotion Comets appeared, which portended either the mifery of the Inhabi¬ 
tants, or the alteration of the Government For prefently followed barrenness 
of the ground. Famine amongft Men, death of Cattel, and an horrible Conten¬ 
tion betwixt Monks and Secular Priefts, which we are to relate in another place, 
here hinting this onely, that it put the whole Kingdom into a Combuftion. As 
for Edward, he was fo extraordinarily Religious and mild by nature, that out of 
felf-denyal and for quietnefs fake, he let his Step-Mother order' all things as lhe 
pleafed, giving her all refpedt as to his Mother, and foftering his young Brother 
with all love and tendernefs imaginable. She on the other ride from his kind- 
nefs and love, conceives greater and more implacable malice, and with the Sove¬ 
reignty fhe already enjoyed was fo ill fatisfied, that fhe muft needs have the Title 
it lelf from him.* Her purpofe fhe covers by notable diflimulation, till a conve¬ 
nient opportunity prefent it felf for the Execution. At length the poor Inno¬ 
cent Youth wearied with Hunting and fore vexed with Thrift, while his 
Companions followed the Game and. minded not what became of him, hearing 
that her Houfe was near at hand, alone by himfelf rode thither, fearing nothing 
becaufe of his own Innocence,' and imagining every one meant as honeitly as he 
himfelf. 

8a. She receives himiwith wonderfull good words, and when (as itjfeems) he 
who is ftab’d, re f u f e ri ta Light frouLhis Horfe, caufed fome drink to be given, but when the Cup 
was athis Mouth one.of heir Servants privately before initra&ed to flab him with 
a.Pbmard^ He exceedingly, affrighted -with fuch unexpected kindnefs, put Spurs 
to his. Horfe and fled as fait as he could towards his Company, but the Wound 
being.Mortal, Iperit. with.lofs of bloud he fell to the ground, and having one 
foot m the Stirrop was dragged through hy-ways and trac’d by his bloud by thofe 
fhe fontrafter him,, who.brought back the dead . Body, and they buried it without 
Honour at Werham. > Here .they imagined,they had buried his Memory as well as 
his Body,. but the;place of his Sepulturer(its faid)- grew famous for Miracles, 
whereu'pdn Duke Elfer that had an. hand: in. his Death, interred it Royallyya tShep- 
ton or Shaft sbury. :Yetinotyvithftanding;this amends,.as he.thought he had made, 
did he diPifliortly, after eaten up of i,ice. Elfrida,was .fo; convinced of her wick- 
vedriefs that from her .Courtly and Delicate .courfe of life fhe betook; her fefitq a-ve- 
ry jeyere.jEenancftjj wearing Haircfotlvfleeping on the ground without a. Pillow, 
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and hereiri fhe cotttihued all her iife. But fo perifhed Edward after he had born Sgft. I0 . 
the Name of King three years and an half; for his Innocency and the Miracles 
wrought after his death, obtained the Sirname of the Martyr, which Opinion of 
his San&ity was more confirmed by other great Miferies which fhortly after fell 
upon the Land, which the People did verily believe were inflicted on them for his 
Murther. • The place of the Mtirther (which Hoveden calls CorJegate) was 
'Corfe Caftle (as Mr. Cambden affirms) in Dorfetjhite, in the Ifle of Pur beck ; 
which for a great part of it is an Heath, and (Foreft like) in his time was fur- 
nifhed both with Red and Fallow Deer. Shaftsbury is alfo a Town in that 
County. 

And fucceed- 8 1. Ethelred the fecondSon of King fcdgar by Elfrida fucceeded his murthe- 
'cdbyEthelred. red Brother in the third year of Bdfilius Junior Emperour of the Eaft, and the 
feventh of Otho Junior Emperour of the Weft, A. D. DCCCCLXXIX. Malmes¬ 
bury gives us tills fhort Character of him and his Reign. That he rather befieged 
than governed the Kingdom for feven and thirty years; That the courfe of his 
life Was cruel at the beginning, miferable in the middle, and diihonourable in the 
conclufion. To cruelty he attributes the death of his Brother, which he approved 
' becaufe he did not punifh; he was infamous for his Cowardife and Idleneis, and 
miferable in refpeCt of his Death. His fluggilhnefs was predicted by Dunfiani rom 
v his * bewraying the Font at his Baptifm; Rich a Story as is told of Conftantinus Co- * A m & minL 
pronymus Emperour of Conflantinople. Yet is not that align of ill nature which gendo fiium 
the Monk adds concerning him, that being then but a Child of ten years old, 
when he heard of his Brother’s death he wept moil bitterly, which drove his Mo- hi, verba”' 
ther into fuch a fury, that having not a Rod at hand lhe beat him with Wax Can- Mmxh njm. 
dies that lay in her way till he was half dead, which caufed in him fuch an aver- ^Lreturin 
lion to them that he could never endure any fuch Lights to be brought in before Sam fonts. 

. him. But to come to the material points of his Reign, his Mother; after lhe had 
Who is Crow- done her Feat upon Edward, aflembled the Nobility together for his Coronation, 
ned by Dun- which was to be performed by Dunftan the Archbilhop. His work it was, and he 
J Atu did it though with great ReluCtancy, not thinking it convenient to fet any other 
Pretender up. But as he put thfe Crown upon his Head he could not contain him- 
felf, but broke out into thefe Expreflions. Becaufe thou haft afpired to the King¬ 
dom by the death of thy Brother, Thus faith the Lord God, the fin of thine Ignomi¬ 
nious Mother Jhall not be expiated, neither the fin of thofe that were her Counfe/lours, 
but ,by great blouAjbed of thy miferable People, for fuch miferies Jhall come upon 
England as it never underwent fince it had that Name. Not long after, fome three 
years, came to the Port of Hampton near to Wimhefier, feven mips of Pirates, and 
wafting the Maritime Coafts again departed; which (faith the Monk) I pals not 
over, becaufe amongft the Englifh there is great difeourfe concerning thefe 
Ships. 

8 z. About the time of the Coronation which was folemnked at Kingfton, one 
Midnight, a Cloud fomstimes bloudy fometimes fiery appeared all over the Land, 

, portending the return of the dreadfull Danifh Tempeft. which had long furceaft. 

Thefe barbarous and inhumane Rovers underftanding what the Eftate of England 
rates in f eV e- hihft heeds be under the Government of a Child, in the third year of his Reign 
fti places, arrived at Southampton (as Malmesbury hints) and from feven great Ships took the 

Towri, plundered and l’poiled the Countrey taking away with them great Booty. 

Thence they went to the Ifle of Tanet which they wafted, when about the fame 
time others from Norway did the fame by the Countrey lying about Chefier. The 
following year thefe Pirates that had done fo much mifehief at Southampton haraf- 
fed again the Maritime parts of Devonjhire and Cornwall, and in that which follow¬ 
ed three other Veflels arrived and very much indaroaged the Coafts about Port- „ , 
land, to which Mifchiefs this was added, that the City of London was burnt, by w 
w hat Accident is not difeovered; in the year of our Lord DCCCCLXXXI. The 
Domtftic/c Diforders hereby raifed in the Land were increafed by Domeftick Troubles; For 
Troubles, a difference arofe betwixt the Ring himfelf and the Bilhop of Roche(ter, it’s un¬ 
certain upon what occafion, but the King laid Siege unto the City. Dunftan Base 
Archbilhop fent him an affrighting Meflage, that he had beft take heed how he 
provoked St. Andrew the Patron of the Place; who as he was very kind and favou¬ 
rable to fuch as well deferved at his hands, fo terrible in his Vengeance upon fuch 
as incurred his difpleafure. But though the King was little more than a,Child he 
could not be removed with fuch Scarecrows, he continued his Siege till Dunftan 
was fain to purchafe his removal with an Hundred Pounds^ which lo affe&ed the 
Bifhop as to put him into another Prophetical fit. • “ Hefent him word, that be- 
Gg a “ caufe 
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Sed: 10. “ caufehe had preferred Silv=et before God himfelf, Money before an Apoftle, and 
Covetoufnefs before him; the Calamities formerly related Ihouldfpeedilycome 
“ upon him, but he the Bifliop Ihouldfirft be dead- Arid within two years he 
Sr. Dunjlan died, his death being ulhered in with ftrange Fevers upon .Men, and Fluxes up- £***4 
dlCi - onCatteL animdim 

8 3. Immediately followed thefe Mifchiefs, which one Ids than a Prophet might 
•forefee, the Danes, having got a meafure of the prefent weak eftate of the Nation JjJf 
through the King’s floathand want of .Spirit. But they themfelves had at this mm /? wm 
time a Prince of a quite contrary Difpofition, one Suene or Suene-Otto , as Adam interantmm 
Bremenjis calls him, the Son of Harald the Great, one fo undutifully adtive as to 
deprive his Father of his Kingdom. He made ufe of feme whom Harald had 
conftrained to profefs Chriftian Religion, which now abjuring they renounced 
their Faith and Allegiance both together fetting up Suede againft his Father, and 
declaring War againft the old Man, who had therein the fortune to mifearry, and 
flying to a City of the Sclavi called Jamne there died of his Wounds. Sum now 
Suene deprives r y 0 f hi s Father perfecutes Chriftians, and breaths revenge againft the Sclavi ; a- 
Ihe F ffinedom gainft whom malting War he is twice taken Prifoner by them, and redeemed with 
of the Danes, vaft Treafure. After this Berk King of the Swedes takes occafion to quarrel with 
him, and ingaging with him in feveral Sea Fights has the better of him, and at 
wards cured length outs him of his Kingdom which he quietly enjoys all his life. Thusjuftly 
by HencKing rewarded for his horrid Crimes, he wanders up and down without relief. Thrucco 
Of the Swedes. the 5on Q f Hac0 t i ien p r j n ceof the Normans rejected him as a Pagan, and Ethelred 
the.Sonof Edgar (he calls him Adalread. )* remembring what mifehiefs the Danes 
b / m S had brought on this Jfland, with fcorn repells him. At length he is entertained 
where is en by the King of the Scots, who taking companion of him gave him free Quarter 
tertained by f or fourteen years together. But lb inraged was he at the repulfe given him by 
K\J cetiJh the King of England, that ever after he made it his ftudy how to plague and afflidt 
the Countrey, fometime by liis own peculiar Forces, and fometime by tlieaffift- 
ence. of others, as we Ihall fee. How true this Story is we cannot aflert, the Af¬ 
fairs of the Northern Nations as to thofe times being involved info great obfeu- 
rity. However we thought it not amifs to relate it as fuiting with the Fortunes 
and Inclinations of this man, which proved fo great a Plague to this our Coun¬ 
trey that he feems to have been a<fted by fome extraordinary paffion, whether of 

Revenge or Ambition or both together. 

84. Not long after the death of Dunjlan the Danes invaded the Maritime parts 
cli Devonjhire, againft whom one Goda Lieutenant of that County, and Streme- 
xoolddL moft valiant Souldier, made head and put them to flight, but died themfelves 
in the Combat. For two years we hear no more of them, but in the third they 
infefted again the Eaftern Parts and fpoiled the Town of Jpfwich (then and long 
■after called Gippfwich, from the River Gipping) their Leaders being one JuJrn and J 
Gutlmund the Son of Steitan. They were oppofed by Brklnoth the molt valiant Ann. 991 - 
Duke of the Eaft Saxons, who fought with them at Maldgtt, where a great Multi- 
tude on both Tides were flain, but the difadvantage fell to the Englijb by reafon ol 
The£>rt«win-jjjg ] 0 fs 0 f their Captain. Now were all Havens, all convenient places or Land- 
SuSoff iug filled with the Danes who fwarmed in fuch Numbers into the If nd, that it 
could notfce known where moft conveniently they might be met with. The re^- 
flieft com-fe, doubtlefs, had been for the King to imitate his Father m manning out 
a flout Fleet to fcour the Seas. But he was too lazy to follow his example, and 
as generally the humour of a Prince makes a ftrong impreilion upon the minds 
of ms People, efpecially the Nobility and thofe near about him, as he lay idle and 
ufelefs, fo they contracted a great Ruft; and refolved it was by the Advice ot 
S/ricius.tke Succefibur of Dunjlan in the: See of Canterbury , and of two UuKes 
Ethejmrd and Alfric, that thofe who could not be beaten with Iron ljiould tie 
bribed .with/Gold,\of which tenthoufond Pounds were given them on condition 
to fluirdfeiCountrey, and no more io&ftthe Cktaft, An Infamcms Example k 1 
Malmesbury), and unworthy of men, to redeem their Liberty with Money, wm 
no; violence can wreft from an uneonquer d mind. . 

Adx. Thisftopt their mouths for a year ,or thereabouts, but then tteir appetite s;mmDunt! . 
was mbreexafeenatedby what they had already rafted, being taught the way mi jr ^ 
to <o coSby more. They landag^nm the.Noriv and 
mw'-Bamborm an:aneientTown m,Northumberland, built by Kwg Jda ot wmen 

They return' we ftave.forn^yfpoken, which having.taken they Plunder, and 

Tney return. Hmier ^ Siey W afte theCountrey on both fidesthe 

River, \Lindjey.andTuhjbire, burning all the Houfes, lulling all the Men, Womt® 


and Children, and gather together vaft Booty. The Countrey Men in an haftySedh io* 
apd difeompofed manner made oppofition, blit coming to fight, three of their 
Leaders, Frarn, Frithegijl and Godwin being all of them Danes by the Father's 
fide, betrayed them, and procured their defeat. At the fame time ho leis trea¬ 
chery was pra&ifed at Sea, not upon the account of Confanguinity, but Re¬ 
venge. It was now. thought fit to Man out a Fleet to intercept thofe Rovers • , 
before they could land, the Conduit Whereof was committed to Alfrtc the Son of a dAm>^% a 
Eljler, Duke of Mercia * and another Nobleman called Toroid. This Alfrtc, thegu Edeiredi. 
King for fome offence had formerly Baniihed, but now recalled, yet the affront 
had fo inflamed him with malice, that being fent from London tofurprize the Danes 1 ‘ 
in fome place of difadvantage, over night he gave them Intelligence, and then 
fled to them, as writes Florent of Worcejlcr, which his Fleet perceiving purfued 
him, and took the Ship wherein he fled, yet he, by fome other convenience efca- 
.£^3 and P e d from them, but by chance falling upon the Eaft Angles they killed and 
other Pam. drowned many of them. But Huntingdon fays, that the Danes being forewarned 
by Alfric, not onely all efcaped, but afterward with greater number x>f Ships fet¬ 
ting upon the King’s Navy killed many of the Londoners, and led away in triumph 
many of their. Ships, together with Alfric the Conful, as he calls him. 

8 6 . By this time was Swetie King of Danemark arrived, who had brought to his 
SwctK with Alliftence Anlaf (or as fome call him, Olaf the Son of Thrucco) King of Norwey 3 
ot rnmy anc * wi£ h a Fleet of nine Gallies entred the Thames. On the day of the Nativity $ imm ^ 
makes another of the Bleiled Virgin they fet upon London, endeavouring to break into and Burn e } m . 
invafon* fe when it was fcarcely rebuilt, but the Citizens foftrenuoufly behaved themfelves Dccccxciir. 
that by the afliftence of God and the Virgin, as the Monks write, they forced 
them with great loft to retire from the -Siege. Exafperated by this repulfe, they 
invade Ejfex and Kent, which they wafte with Fire and Sword, efpecially the Sea- 
coafts, and then pafs into Sujfex and the Province of Southampton, where they 
burn the Villages, fpoil the Fields, and without refpedt to either Sex, rage with 
all cruelty againft Mankind and inrich themfelves with great plunder. Af length 
they horle tlieir Foot, and then through many Countries make their outrageous 
progrefs, where they commit the fame violence fparing neither Sex nor Age. To 
put a flop to their march by any force no preparation was made, the flug- 
'AnUj bought gdh King and his as drowzie CounfeUours implore again the aid of money, which 
off- by his Embafladours he offers to them to take them off from their furious courfes; 

The fumm agreed on wasfixteen thoufand pounds, in expedition of which they 
retire to their Ships and paft to Southampton, wh^e they ivincer. This being d 
time for Complements rather than Adion, Anlaf the l Nonwegian King received Ho- 
ftages for his fafety, and accepted efi Etheired’s invitation to his Court which then 
was at Andover. Being royally entertained and adctoted^tlieKing/s Son at Confir- 
mation (or Baptiftn) asalfo nobly prefented, he ingajgedto depart the Land and 
moleft the Kingdom no more; ana accordingly returning to his own Countrey he 
kepthis.word. : • - J : 1 v.t.M t :-. 

87. This was noil! advice ^ven to Ethelred, to take; ofTfrom Swene fo pow¬ 
erful! an Afliftent. But as Arms fignifie little abroad except there be good Council 
at home, fo in cafes of Hoftility, ItivafiOns efpecially, Confultatiorts without 
ftrokeswill not avail to remove a wajrlike, uhfaithfoll ' and^pertinacious: Enemy; 

The influence of the fete Tribute Or Bribe operated but for three years, orfearcely 
fo much, and then the Danes that had Wintred at Smhampten.&ni jhaid in Eng- 
Other Hoftiii. ***** fetching a compafs about Weft Saxony, entred the Mouth ©f theRiver Severn 
ties adted by where palling they wafted North JValesi Cornwall and Devonfhirei andhfiming 
the Danes, very many Towns killed multitudes■of .poor People which donetheyfetcht ano*- 
ther compafs about D'evenjhire and coSHMll, where haviflg aded theiame Hoftili- 
ties at laft^ . they came-to- Tavefiock ^ snid tfeefe^^Wintred; "The next year they foiled Stmemtii- 
to the Mouth of the River From -^tid malted the greateft part of Dorfetjbite, 
winch done they made many Incurffons mtp the Jflo o f-Wight, and'; thence often Dcccoctw 
returned into Dorfetjhire fo long .as- thef continued ift the- Ifiand receiving Provi- &*' 
fions out of Sujfex and : Hamjbire. '• The Enjjlijh fewftnl: tikes made: Head - againft 
them, but ftill as they were going to'fight -were hindred either by- treachery or 
feme other misfortune,' and turned taft agaidft theft lnemies. The year that 
followed they had the-confidence to coffle nearer to London, palfing through the 
Mouth of Thames to the River MeMay, c up Which they- advance to Rocjujler, and 
laid Siege to it. The Kentifh Men took the Alatrtt and gave them a fliarp En¬ 
counter , wherein many fell on d®th fides, but the Danes reniained Mafters of 
the Field. Now they horfed their Foot, and fpoiled in a manner aU the Wef- 
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Se£t/‘lo. tern Coaftof Kent, which things at laft rouzed Ethelred.avA his Gounfellours, fo 
that they prepared both a Fleet and Land Army confifting moft of Foot But 
King and Commanders being all alike, they delayed their march from day to day, 
and -opprefled the Countrey where they lodged. Neither the one nor the other 
Army, did any thing at all tending to the publick good, but burthened the People^ 
wafted the publick Treafure, and by their ridiculous and effeminate carriage 
more imboldened the Enemy to proceed, who the year following palling over in- u nAiM ' 
to Normandy, upon what account we know not, at their return did more mifchief 
than before, • 

88. King Ethelred and his Officers dare peep out when there is none left to 
hurt them, and are grown fo valiant, that who is he that dareoppofe them. 

They not onely threaten the abfent Enemy, but go to feelc fome out in Cumber¬ 
land, where and in the Ifle of Man the Danes of the old Handing, lived as quietly 
as did the Natives. Thefe unarmed People they fet upon, haraftall the Countrey 
with a Land Army, the Fleet being ordered to fail about and meet them, which . 
hindred by contrary winds, it could not doe but thofe that were therein flupt, faw 
there was no danger of Foes in the JJle of Man , and therefore landed and overran 

Another inva-it. But the Danes the next year returning out of Normandy, entred the Mouth of 
25°"°/ thc the River Exe, and prelently laid fiege to Exeter , the wall of which they batte¬ 
red, revolving to ftorm it j yet did the Inhabitants receive them fo warmly, that 
not liking their entertainment they thought fit to retire,and vent all their malice 
on the poor Countrey which wentfadly to wreck, having none but helplefs Peo¬ 
ple to defend it, which were murthered in great multitudes, after the lofs of their 
Goods and Houfes. At length thofe of Devonfkire and Somerfetfbire aflembled 
themfelves together, and made fome refiftence at a place called Penho, but being 
overpowered in Numbers were repelled with great flaughter. This both incou- 
raged and inraged the infolent Enemy, who now horfing all his men, did grea¬ 
ter mifchief in Devonfhire than ever, and fo returned to his fhips, wherein he 
palled te the Ifle of Wight, and fometimes in it, and other whiles in Hamfhire and 
Dorfetjhire, without any refiftence followed his ordinary courfe of Life, doing 
fuch Execution by the Sword againft Men, and by fire againft Villages, that he 
affrighted every tiling called Engiifb, from medling with him either at Sea or 
Land. The King good man, was not a little troubled,he and his People bemoaned 
one another with one Finger in the Eye, and another in the Mouth. 

89. At length they fhake their Pockets, where finding fomething ftill rattle, 
they are again fuddenly comforted, and a gay and effeminate Courtier called 
Leoff, by advice of the Nobility with great Vapours, but fitter to eat than fight, 
except in the Combats .of Venus, is fentto offer to the Danes a bountifiiU Prel'ent 
from the King who, .brave Sq.^I (they muft know ) didit out of his Munificence 

a third Summ not an y nec&iity that. he or-his had to court them. A third Tribute, for fo it 
chafe Peace muft be called is accepted but the fumm inhaunc’d to twenty four thoufand Pound, 
anil the de-’ which paid down, the Danes abftained till the next time from all Hoftility. The 
partureof the Me ^ enger j^/f;; while, the bufinefs was tranfa&ing, bafely killed another Noble- 
DarM - man a s valiant as himfelft one £,*/&: one of the King’s beft Officers, for which he 
underwent the pains of Bartifhment. Ethelred having done fo great a work as to 
buy off his Enemy, in -the ftrCngth of Reputation gained thereby, refolves to 
make anew Alliance. Hehad formerly had aquarrel with. Richard Duke of Nor- 
mandji- the'firft of. that -Name about Ms entertaining and protedting certam dan¬ 
gerous Perfons that had: fled the. Kingdom, and it arofe to fb high terms, that 
Pope■ fohn ■ the Fifth,': whofe Letter is extant in Malmesbury's' Hiftory, was fain to 
interpdfe and difpatch his Legate into England, by whofe mediation the King was 
wrought.to-fend;his Conwniflioners to Roven, where a piece was happily conclu- 
.... ded. Nowthouglt wej:annop fay, thgt the falling out of Lovers here, proved the 
• - 1 - renew'ihg.Of Love, yet their Tailing put proved the occafion. at length of Love- 

Atv : Aiuwco- f; matters. Forhafter about''ten, years ,the Wife of Ethelred being dead, he asked 
betwixt Ethel- and obtained the Daughter of: Richard in marriage, which . having now gallantly 
freed h'imfek frbm-aflfelieifudes, he had time- aqd,opportunity to. folemnize. A 
taS great Train; of the,.clffef: of his Nobles is fent to fetchtheLady, more being found 
ready- to goeiUpon tliis ermndi .than to fight againft tlie Danes, and into England 
they ibring her with wdnderfull magnificence. Her name was Emma called by the 
Engiifb Elgin *a Lady.ofadrofrahlebeauty, whereupon fhe was ftyled the Flower 
and Pearl of Normandy. ! HerMothersname was Gunner, defeendedfroman emi¬ 
nent Danifh. Familyy: and therefore did theRing enter upon .this great Defign, out 
of (greater!‘reaibfis• of State. For it was hoped, that her intereft might beabie 
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to work upon the unreafonable Danes, and fo fave him both blows and money 
90 Such was the great Plot when he entred at firft upon the treaty of marriage 
the full advantage yet of which lie did not then thoroughly underftand. But having 
fully perceived the ftrength of his Alliance,-he fcorned now to buy a peace,he would 
by his actions command one, and make the Barbarians pay dear for all the Ex¬ 
travagancies they had committed within his Kingdom. One would now think he 
would rouze up himfelf, take the Field, provide himfelf by Land, of ftout and 
expenenced Souldiers, by Sea of skilfull Mariners fuch as knew how and durft 
effefr fuch gallant Orders as he Ihould fend them. The Danes had by the Sword 
done much mifchief, and by the Sword indeed he refolved they Ihould be puni- 
Jhed, they had broken many Leagues and Treaties, and it was no crime to deceive 
Abioudy Mjf- Deceiver. But this muft be done, not in the Field but at their private Houles 

£"££ in SlXf t 6lr . En n^ y but . tl,rou S h not hy a W' c ’ buc “ 1 Mafce.Letters 

England. fent into all Countries, commanding all the King’s Subjects upon a certain 

n mnt 1 t0 f et upon them, and without mercy to deicroy them 

? • The: pretence was (as no Maffacre but has fuch kind ofexcufe) that they 
had a Defign to deprive him of Iiis Kingdom and Life, and to deftroy all the No¬ 
bility, that fo they might bring the whole Ifland into their own Dominion. The Mmh. Wefi- 
Command was executed,and the Danes thereby, who by a League folemnly fworn 
• bad been admitted to inhabit quietly amongft the Engiifb, were moft ihameful to 
and barbaroufly murthered. No Sex or Age efcaped. The Women were butche¬ 
red as well as the men, and the Brains of Children dalhed againft the walls At 
London, when execution was to be done, many of them fled into a certain Church 
ot that City, but fo facred a place was no fecurity, for they were all without 
pity murthered as they, flood by, and embraced the Altars. The Archdeacon of Lib 6 ad An. 
Huntingdon informs us, that when he was a Child he heard fome very old men 1002. 
who lived at that time, report that the King fent private Letters intq every Citv 
wherein Order was given to fet on the Danes unawares, and either kill them by 
tne Sword, or burn them to death. But they found out other Devidbs when thev 
inhumane perceived themfelves Mafters. of their Game. They were fo barbarous in tudr , 

reveng^ f hat they digged holes in.the ground, and therein fet the Danifh Women j 

tore off their^BrSifts^ 1 ^ < ^ De tbey ^ fierce Ma ^ ives u P on them, which cruelly m ‘fi riie - 

9 1 ’ A Popular fury, efpecially, when backed by Authority knows no bounds 
nor Authority it felf„ when it has broken the bounds of pubhek Juftice? There 
were ieveral Perfons. of great Qgdlity in the Land, received upon the 
pubhek Faith as Hoftages, to ratifie the Peace lately accorded. Among the reft a 
Prmcefs called Gunsldis, the .Sifter of King Srnne, and Wife to a Count whofe 

J 7 ? 1 befbrC this come into England with 
to* Family, where ffieyeceived tfte^hriftian Faith. . She was a Wonfan of great 

had ° f K CA i- n ^ r P° fed to make Peace between the Nations, 
and now lately had given up her felf, her- Husband and her onely Son as Hoftages 

Duk eEdric, to whofe care Ihe was committed, caufedherHuf- MmhWeflm. 
S; her ; n be K h f r F f c ? to^epi^ed through with four’ Lances, and af- M 
dZthi I s fe i f ar he behe u aded - She m °ft gallantly and: undauntedly took her 
Mn^ 0t h l lea f fear .^.or change of colour appearing in her Face, but affured the 
fav without he / b J oud would c °ft England very dear; which Ihe might eafily 

SLT? S ? ° f Pro P hec 7 > ffarcely ever any Maffacre having happened-, 
vi hich procured not to the A&ours mpeh farther trouble. But that day that the 

SOFTS'" Iay in the Stteets vaft heaps of dead Bo- 

°I °S- M t n -rf the Dani fi Nation, more fwift than their Purfuers 

Which arere. Denmark and S t16 adventuri PS Sea they paffed over 

hted to Swane t0 De f m f rk > and there related to King Swane, the butchery of then-Countrev- 
£f he hereat c|ceived fuch forrow^ an SSSSL 

Tragical A^ anH Pn uees together, acquainted them with the 

Who prepares ancfgrieffor to be done, Inflamed with rage 

forauM. ^-^theloft of theirRelations, they refolved; that Revenge was to be 

back into their 116 ^ in S dom could make, whereupon they were fent Walfinghnm ’ 

to the Neighbouring £°^ tnes t0 , ma . ke Reparations,, and Pofts were difpatched uhifu ^ L 
Expedition § wherein § rSr 10nS ’ ? , mvit f aU ftran § ers t0 i oin with them in the 
Poff'effons > propofed , to great hopes ofvaft Spoils and rich 

merlv not lite t0 ^ anothfer of War than for- 

jUufLEnemv ^ ere and ^ but like 

And Ws 
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1 a 1^aSaSSS=isfa'i= S tt 

years fiomthe reft has a itory ieta W notice of the Infolence of the Danes, ico 2 . 

Rings Forces, and his chief Minitt , & ~ ^ j ate Agreement, forcing 

how infupportably arrogant they_w_ereg and ottering them all the 

the Wives and Daughters of the mPP ™*S f y * who conceiving 

Affronts imaginable, made a grievouscompl f ^ ^ ^ f ent his 

. invaded fe*torf. Sp™ ate xh« Voyage, Med in- ' 

vbt»«bA the'MwWiw 

were'fick or mantled m the Dan j y Rut our Authours who trace 

Normandy as'iftheytod bebhialthough 
the,fteps of the Da wr, m*kejK> from his Neighbors 

T Cflpneagaidft fonear an Aliyas theKiOgo its an . . , Smith Weftern Sn^Dunilm. 

- 'SSL, TfeV 

Sc. 2,1 Parts. "*«^ b lf 1 iefertedt* 5 * Govetnmeniof Damfirt, they'broke into h«*. 
in feverai pia- Qjieett Emma ha<i pref^tTetitotne t h e lEaft to the Weftern Gate, 

Exeter, and havmg demolriheddieCtty 

iedred trith gieat plunder “ andpartlyont 

where a ftrong Body ol Men? drawn when the Armies were come 

of Hanifhire , advanced to • give_thenvBatte Wi whflfe Son’s Eyes the King 

withinfight of each other, .JtJtia the 'Fleet 'unto the Dane** now ft 

S The year following 1 to the Coafts df Vorfolk heTatled,, wnererre ma' & dAmm 

the bake p£ the Baft ^ tt J?,SL b |,gi t y 0 f his Province, andnadePeace 

- toleavy an Army, toolradvtce WIth ^ h ^“W b fer a Fortnight or three 
with him. Eat this P« ce .f^. P^S^^te plmdredriodged one 
Weeks 1 time fteahng from his 5 hipsto 7 f ' nlfcte! having notice of his expe- 
Nightin it, abd'the nextxhy fet then W*M “"^ybour, which they 
ditfen, ordered a Party to go a , n t A U ™ S^ He in the mean rime with what 
' either dhrft not attempt jiriiegle^^ to . ; an d-marched courageonfly 

re<Tecyandfpeedhec(mld-«*eredmptte^F ,^ ateaonfa _ , Butle 

againft the Enemy, and asf they tetteate F Quality among the 

4 ittferfottr in Numbers J and -thereftS 3 vgr great lo^and 
Eaftern ^# loft ^ir 'Lives. ^ ^hidi^thev had TiteVer done, had all the 

10 tlte Ifland they never 

mine by Land. 5 M i n 4 eDriftru<fti 6 n of the poor Peopie^W^ in avear bV'his Gruel- 
ties. Moft * dreadlull was the Ettate oi^ngtan wa rlike,that as if he 

lSSS 3 w «^ * *<**<**2 
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or if at feme time he began to awake and rouz’d himfelf upon his Elbow, yet Sect. io. 
either his own drowzinels or, his adverfe Fortune pulled him down to flumber 
again. The guilt of his Brother’s Bloud lay heavy upon him. No man can 
well reckon how many Armies at length he raifed, how many Fleets he 
rigged, how often he gave out orders to his Officers, but all this tonopurpofe. 

For thefe Armies wanting the Authority ahd Courage of a Prince to give them 
life, and being rude and undifeiplin’d either mouldred away before they 
came to Adion, or elfe eafily were overthrown when they came to it. In War Mtlinesli 
the prefence of a General avails. much, much his known and approved Valour, 
but efpecially Exercife and Difcipline, which thefe Armies wanting procured 
irreparable mifehiefs to the Inhabitants, and afforded matter of fcorn and mirth 
to the Infulting Enemy; a fort of Men moft rapacious if not reftrained by force, 
but if vigoroully oppofed bafe and cowardly. What the fluggilhnefs and cow- 
ardife of the Prince and People effected not, the Winds and Weather procured ; 
for when the Ships lay at Anchor upon the Coafts for . their fecurity, fuddenly 
Tcmoefts at ^ ould a Tempeft arife and dalh them to pieces one againft another. And what 
sea. P ail thefe ftill left unfiniffied was completed by treachery, folly or fearfulnefs 
of Officers. If they met at any time in Council they never agreed in their Opi¬ 
nions, feldom did the Major part concur' in anything that was leafonable and 
fit to be done, having ever a greater refpetft to their private animofities than 
the publick good; but if it chanced at any time that they hit upon a point 
convenient, their Councils were fpeedily betrayed to the Danes. For befides 
. _ Elfric the Son of Elf ere who mur'theted the late King, there was one Edric whom 
Sery of eT* the prefent had made Earl of Mercia, thedreggs of Men (fo the Monk words 
ric, which ru- it) the opprobrium of the Englijb, a flagitious Glutton, a crafty Knave who had 
inedtheNa- ^ b een i nr i c h e d by any thing received from his Anceftours, but by his own 
prating and boldnefs. This Fellow being a crafty Diffembler, and an egregious 
Goynterfeit, as a fakhfull Councellour would dive into the King’s Secrets, and 
like a bafe Traitour difeover them.'. Often was he fent to the Enemy to mediate 
a Peace, and as often ftirred them up to profecute their former courfe of Hofti- 
lity. Vlfketel or Vlkil (as he calls him); was the onely Man that made any 
confiderable refiftence. At length that no fort of mifery might be wanting, 
what War had left, that Famine deftroyed ; and the Enemy fo freely and with¬ 
out controll ranged about the Countrey, that from any place within fifty Miles • 
diftance from the Sea they fetcht away all they pleafed without the leaft jealoufie 
of any Ambulhes, or the leaft fear of Intercepting. . 

95. The year following in fuly an innumerable multitude of Danifb fhips were Simeon Du- 

Another In- f ee n in Sandwich Road, whence fwarmsof Rovers overran Kent and Sujfex, fparing ^■f dAn - 
vjfion. neither Man nor any thing elfe more than they had done formerly. King Ethel- 

red to oppofe them raifed an Army out of Mercia and Weft Saxony, but never 
could ingage them, for they lhifted from place to place, not thinking it fit tohaz- 
zard a Battel, and robbed as they could ; fo that till Winter they confumed the 
time, and retired then with infinite Booty to the Ifle of Wight, and there ftaid 
till Chriflmas : when underftanding that the King was in ShropP)ire (where if he 
could not kill Enemies he-could murther Subjects, procuring by means of Edric, 
as was thought, Alfhelm a Duke of great value to be flain, and the Eyes of his 
two Sons to be put out) they overran Hampfbire and Berkjhire as far as Reading 
and Wallingford, which they burnt with other places. Thence palled they to AJb- 
dom, and coming to the River Kenet, found the Inhabitants of the Countrey 
make head againlt them, but they ingaged and eafity routed them, and thence 
-without moleftation, returned to their fhips. The King and his Courtiers were 
fufficiently tired by that Dance the Danes had led them: They thought they had 
done as much as reafonably could be expeded from Mortal men; no courle re¬ 
mained to be taken with thefe cowardly pilfering Villains, but to give them more 
a fourth Sum Money, a thing which a generous Soul values not. They fent to them again and idem ad Am. 
pwchafetheir °ff erto buy them off from their Ravenous courfe, but the price is ftill increafed, MVIL 
departure, it being as eafie to obtain more as lefs of fuch eafie Enemies. The Sum is now fix 
and thirty thoufand Pounds, which is raifed of the People throughout England al¬ 
ready ruinated by their Rapines. And if fome tell true, whom we are not wil- chronic. Mel- 
ling to believe, Ethelred in the Agreement of this year MVI 1 , yielded to pay an cofinfiMS in 
Annual Tribute of thirty fix thouland Pounds to the Danes , for a longer continu- Bibhotb. cot- 
ance of the Peace. We reade indeed that he yielded to the payment, but no where tontAm - 
do we reade or find that he did pay it arid flood to his word. This year it was 
that Ethelred advanced Edric , firnamed Streone, to the Dukedom of the Mercians ; 

H h a 
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Sett TO a Fellow who having raifed himfelf, as we faid, to a great Eftate by his cunning 
and a plaufible Tongue, proved Ihortly a mighty Inftrument in the ruine of 

96. The next year produced fomething laudable, which Ihewed the King to Simeon d u . 

. have a little care of his Eftate. He enadted, that every three hundred and ten a 
a Tax for Hic j es 0 f Lanc i fl 10U ld fetout a Gaily,and every nine * Hides find a Corflet and Head u, rimt 
Shipping. i. and throughout all England he commanded lhips apace to be built; wliich Scow, 
being made ready, he Victualled and Manned with choice Souldiers, and appoin-{£~ 
tecHheir Rendezvous at the Port of Sandwich , to fecure the Bounds of his Kingdom 
from the Irruptions of Foreigners. Now a Hide (as the Archdeacon of Hunting- « : 
don and feveral others tells us) was fo much Land as a man could Till in one year mnh 
with one Plough , being the fame with Cajfata and Carucata in barbarous Latin. That mftmmji. 
it was acuftome to tax the richer fort by the number of Hides in thofeday s is very 
evident both from the Saxon Laws and the Breviary or Notitia of England, called 
Doomfday Book. But as for what Huntingdon adds, that there never had been fo 
great a number of fhips before in Britain, which alfo the Saxon Annals of Abing¬ 
don do teftify, another Notion of Hide we muft have to make this agree with their 
opinion. For if Mr. Cambdeds Account be good, who out of the ancient Records 
of that Agecafts up the number of Hides not to exceed two hundred forty three 
thoufand and fix hundred, the number of fhips muft have amounted to no more 
than feven hundred and eighty five according to the Taxj fo that this Navy could 
not have matched that of King Edgar by fome thoufands. Others therefore there 
are who determine otherwife concerning an Hide- and moil certain it is as a lear- 
ned man obferves, that it was very various according to the different cultome of 6 
Countries. Whatever the number of the fhips was one would now have imagi¬ 
ned that England was in a fair way to be protected, when fuddenly DifTention the 
bane of all good Defigns, fprungup among the Great Ones. For thiswery year 
did Brithric the brother of Duke Edric as ambitious, proud, and deceitfull almoft 
as himfelf; falfly accufe Wulnoth a great Officer of the South Saxons to the King, 
whereupon he judging it not fafe to truft his life in their Hands, who he knew 
would condemn him right or wrong, got him to Sea with twenty fhips and plaid 
the Pirate upon the Coafts. Upon a report raifed that he might be eafilv taken, 

Brithric with eighty Gallies went in queft of him, but when he had failed for 
Which was feme time, fo grievous a Tempeft rofe that: it wrecked all the Veflels and eaft 
rather a bur- t i iem upon t } ie ftj 0ar where Wulnoth foon after burnt them. This misfortune fo 
,1 dillieartened the King and hU Nobles, that they fairly returned home, and the 
Kingdom, Fleet by his command came up to London. And fo was the People taxed and trou- 

0 7. Thenext year after, which was the MIX of our Lord, turhll z DaniJb Earl 
T .... arrived with fome fhips in England, and in the Monthlof ^uguJT was followed by 
SJ&S an innumerable company of Danifh Veflels commanded to 
arrive. which landed in the Ifle of Tanet, and joy ned with Turkill: To Sandwich they 
pafs, where landing they go and indeavour to break vato Canterbury, the Inhabi¬ 
tants whereof with their Neighbours of the Eaft part of Kent purchafe their Peace 
by the payment of three thoufand Pounds. The Danes then going back to their 
fhips fail to the Me of Wight, whence, paffing to the Coafts of SufexjndHam- 
(hire they exerche themfelves in their ufual Trades of plundering and burning. 
Ethelredms again fo fenfibleofhis Peoples miferiesasto leavy Forces throughout 
the Land, which he beftowed in places near the Sea toreftram their Inruptions 
but it wasdone fo unskilfully, at leaft fo unfuccefsfuUy that they camaanA went 
who might fecurely for all this, and pradifed te Rapipes as before. On aSldHo^ 
have beeifcutinor gone farther than ufualfrom the Sea, the King ftept betwixt them andHome, 
tS,S *5 Seizing upon the plaee through which they were to return with many tho^d 
Mis. m en, and refolved to die or overcome, as was the whole Army. Butthe Tra 

rom Duke Edric (who now might prattle his Treafons more colourably,, ^ving 
married the King’s Daughter Egitha) by fubtUe Arguments urged, that as toum- 
ftances now flood, it was their Intereft to let the Panes repafo untouched. H p 
fwaded them, and the Danes got back fafe to their flups with great J^^mu 
contrary to their expedition. After this when Martinmafs was now paft they 
went to theCoaft of Kent and refolved to Winter in the Thames. They mam- 
tained themfelves by what they got outof £/« and other g* 

fide of the River. They often alio attempted to feizeon London, were beaten cacs 

by the Citizens with very great lofs. 


i 



98. E’er Winter fvas over , in the Month of January they left their Ships, Se& 1 0 . 
and through Chiltern Wood pafTed to Oxford, which having burnt they returned 

by the River Thames, and wafted the Countrey on both ftdes in their Paffage. 

In their return they had Intelligence that a great Army was gathering together 
at London to intercept them, which caufed that part of their Army which march¬ 
ed down the North fide of the River to pafs over at Stones, where joining with 
the other and loading with extraordinary plunder they palled through Surry to 
their Ships, in repairing of which they fpent in Kent the f.ent following. Ea- 
(ler being over they departed into Eaft. England, where near t6 Jpfwich they came 
to a place called Ringmere, having heard that Vlketel lay there with his Forces. 

He entertained them very warmly, and a fierce Battel was fought. But the Eng- 
lifh at Pougth gave back, a certain * DaniJh Se rvant, on purpoie, fo it feems, 
ginning the flight and'loft the Field,though the Cambridgeshire Men as Jong as they eft caput far- 
could Hood to it, and fought very manfully, f which procured them much ho- c fJ r l™ s it 
nour fo long as the Engli/h Kingdortiftbod. Here fell Ethelftan tbs King’s Son-in-f/^^^ 
Law, Ofwi a Noble man- with his Sons and many other, together with a great meruit fempi. 
Aftera Battel number of the ordinary fort. Thebeing Mafters.of the Field now had Eaft te ™“f 0 „ Hun ' 
the Danes be- England at their difcretion, which horfing themfelves they fpared not no more -j- sic H„n- 
M r fters than the moft violent Enemy would do, fpending three months in plundering, tmdonenft, 
( a „l ng ~ burning and killing all they could meet* with. Having done what mrfchief they Gramebridg. 

could in the Fenns, they burn Thetford, and Grantebrig,. ex Cambridge - whence ftireviriiitcr 
(as Huntingdon writes) going back over molt pleafant Hills of a delightftill place »bft,terunt ~ 
called Balejham (now Gogmagog Hills') they killed all they could meet in their ^ircgmve- 1 ' 
way tolling Infants on the points of their Spears. But one man (faith he) there runt, laus 
was who deferves to be remembred for getting into a Steeple, and there defending 
himfelf from the whole Army. After this the- Foot by Sea, and the Horfe through cL floruit. 
EJfex , returned to the Thames , where continuing not many days again they quit - lib - 6 - Hi P r ; 
ted their fhips and went through -into Oxfordshire,. which firft, and then the adAnn - MA ‘ 
Counties of Buckingbam, Bedford and Hertford they- wafted, and having burnt 
the Towns, and killed : Mankind, with all other living Creatures, they returned 
again to their lhips as fo many ravenous and noxious Wild Beafts glutted with 
bloud to their Dens. Yet ftill about the Feaft of St Andrew they, burnt Northamp¬ 
ton with all about it, as far as they pleafed ; and then paffing to the Thames went 
And wafte into Weft Saxony, where having wafted that-called then Cuningamerfe, and the 
greater P art of Wiltfhire, they returned after their accuftomed manner to their 
lhips about Chriftmafs. 

99. They were neither yet fo wearied with travel,- nor fatisfied with wealth, 

but that the year following-they took a larger fcope than ever. For on the 
North fide the River,-with Fire and Sword they wafted all Eaft England^ EJfex, 
Middlefex,; Hertfordfhire, Buckinghamjhire , the Counties of Oxford, Bedford and 
Cambrigde,mth half of' Huntingdon, and the great eft'Par tofthat of Ttor.iha.mptm: 
on the South Tide Ketii,- Surrey^ -with the Counties-of Southampton, Wilts 

6 an ^ \ -After all r ’tllbfe . Meflengers are Tent to fdicite for Peaces promifing 
Sierfom more Money to buy 'theni'off from J thefe-horrid devaftatioDS. They, give good 
ii offered, words and accepted tlfo TTibiite, but^ithotit^any intention'to keep their EaitJb, 

which th^’ prefently hfeak; fitft by Plundering the-County in feveral -Parties, 
andfoward MichaelmdS'^‘beC\^B0:Cdhtierbufy, - l which -on the twertfieth day of 
a , . the l %ge^ey take ^ ^tfeae^if^bf^^rethe Archdeacon, anffbura part of 
taken^and " it. Here they committed aH-fortffior viilafiiea againfttltepoor Inhabitants,,- where- 
plundered. offome thfey'lfelv'with th^W6r4 foth«r* r ',they^iburnt y-many they threw.ijdown 

Members.. The 

Wotneh they drag by of thyr Heads thrmjgh 4he'Streets, inidith£ii caft 

into the fife. Tniants* 'Being hatched Troih' tbb Btealteof -their Mother .they either 
ftudk upon- the ^pintfl'iBf theft Spears; for crUflied-tfo pieces by driving £arts over- 
them.; 1 fJdfege the AftOTiffii^tHey-'tSke .'Prifoner, -bwd^ndiconturnelioufly ule. 

;Abbat of- to dit^lxtAKGodwin Bilbop of Ro« 
c'h^PJ. ! ^f&fr'u>ra‘ MiMrede, Elf rede :; the- /Kin^s 

dp^yife^^itK'.Moflks 1 iqd Clerks;- OT^ii^’yaft Tlu«%er-of the Common Peo* 
tiSt,B ikb, -Mohfe, -Mfeh, Wometiand Chil- 
^wliferM pihe: ; .aire l^Iia, 'arid tHeteiith-tefervedto ilife Worfe 
redtalnedh^iefy four Monies, and eight 
WithiuArch- huriclfed’^ridthe^hofeCity pluncftedand burnt, 
bilbop. tfi 6 '*ArcHbiffi 5 p ! is^iken' t o&VoF'Ptrihfy eriifeh-away ; h©und and wounded to the 
the Tfeet, where he is kef t clofe feven Months together. In the mean time thefe 

Hli 1 cruel 









The Monarch) of the Englijh Saxons in Britain, Part IV, 


5 c< q. j cruel and more than barbarous Mifcreants are vifited with a Plague in their 
Guts, whereof two thoufand of them miferably periih. Thofe that lived were 
forely aftli&ed with the lame Difeafe , and thereupon the Chriftians take occa- 
fion to urge the delivery of the Archbiihop, but they ftill defer it. 

100. As foon as Spring appeared, before Eajler that traitorous Edrick’Stre 
one, and all the reft of the Nobility of both Orders Aftembled at London , where mu ' 1 ™’ 
they held their Councils and continued fo long till the Tribute was paid to the 
Danes, which now amounted to eight and forty thoufand Pounds. In the mean 
time Alfege the Archbiihop had his Ranfome fetat three thoufand Pounds, which 
lie conftantly refufing to pay or procure was at laft murthered by them when 
they were heated with Wine, and farther exafperated by his prohibiting any one 
Who is flain to offer any fum of money for his liberty. Being brought out into their full 
by diem. Aftembly, they fell upon him with Swords, Stones, Bones, and whatever came 
to hand, and at length one Thrum whom he had Confirmed but the day before, 
out of an impious fort of Piety brained him with an .Hatchet. His Body was 
the day following conveyed to London , and buried in the Church of St Paul. 

- Afterward the Tribute being paid, and the Peace confirmed by Oaths on both 

Tides, the Danijh Fleet was feparated, onely five and forty Ships remained with W 
theKing for the Defence of England againlt all Foreigners on thefe terms, to r ™“; 
be maintained by him with Viduals and Cloathing. From the Old Saxon Hcvedemn. 
Laws it appears that for repreiling of Pirates, Robbers, or others infefting the Sea, Umbardus k 
it was ittfolved that a yearly payment Ihould be made of Money, .which from 
thofe who' ufually were the Pra&ifers of this Trade was calte&Danegeld, that D L’. g m.i. 
is to fay • twelve pence upon every Hide through the whole Land, for the Pay ad Dams 
, ■ of thole that Ihould be employed to hinder the Irruption of Pirates. This we are 

told by feveral Authours, continued from this or the following for thirty eight or Gelt, Btigis 
thirty nine years, till it was remitted by Edward the Confeffour, the Son of King 
Daiieg'idni- Ethelred. -The Reader muft take notice that; there were two forts of- Danegeld. Ntmmus _ Vo . 
(id to fee ure ji ie one was that Tribute or Tax fo often mentioned by us, whereby our Eng- cabam alia: 
SLptak Mb Saxons ™re forced to-pwctafe^JPaee,;**! ,wmo*e .IsffiBdes^RmiiiesJng^ 
upon occafion, the feveral fums whereof we have expreffed in-their places. 

It was not paid yearly, but levied now and then as the neceffiry of the Legeingd- 
Kingdom required. The other was this firft raifed in the Year, of ouvt h,m 
Lord MXII. (the fame wherein the eight and forty thoufand Pounds were paid) 
to pay the Danijh Navy which was now hired to guard the Sea, and defend 
the Coafts. . . . „ , , „ . _ ,. , , 


ioi. But both forts alike contributed to the Ends and Defigns for which they 
were paid. The former took but off the perfidious Danes for a fmall time, who; 
then again- without regard to Oath or Promife violated the Peace in expe&ation 
of another gratuity to be beftowed upon them. And this other was fo far from 
fecuring the Coafts by fcouring the Seas, that Turkill who ftaid behmd as Admi¬ 
ral of this now Englijh Fleet feems to have; done it to, no other purpofe (be- 
fides the fleaing of the poor Nation of more Money)., thaji; tp give. Intelligence 
Swane and hi, to Swane when.it would be molt feafonablq to reinvade the Land. .In July the 
Danes ate ma- vpnr followins with a ftrong Fleet he landed^ at Sandwich, wherehaving Raid but. 

Ivs^coaflins abnutEaft Entland he entred l*e- Mouth of Hmhr, 
ifland™ ° 16 whence he paiftd up into the/’rw^which .together wthQufe mt lATorkJhire fells 
into Humber) and fail’d tbGainsboroughyihfxQ he landed and .encamped himielf. 
Hither without delay, repaired.. to him Earl ZJthred with- the Northumbrians, 
the Inhabitants of LaJfiy-Q that Part Northyard -4 M 

wherein GalnsborougbMn<&)\ afterward thofe t of ^«# ? .,anci by degree? alfftch 
as inhabited -Northward Street &he great Highly; crofyngthe Land 

from the-Eaft fo the Wefteni Sea) yielded up themfelves .to.him, and delivering 
up Hoftages fwore to him Allegiance.. He onely now imppfed upon > them the 
furniihing;t>f his Army with Hories and Provifions, and then delivering the vol¬ 
tages and the Fleet intoj.fhe' Hands.of Caw^hw.Sqn^iyltfr.a ohoice Pa^yfrf 
Auxiliary taken from-.amongft the £*g#,; : unde^ 

Southern Mercians. Having palled oyer. fyajling Streep he;gaye qr^er tql}iS,Men 

they could meet with, rejerye the «h« .Sgt for 
fore of mifehieis they ,<wWi*yife. 
thereof i lie CarneTO ^/W^andebecame Mailer 
where having received-Hoftages he hailed xpWincneJlefa 
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conquered alfo by the terrour of his Cruelties, without delay made Peace with Sect 
him, giving up what and how many Hoftages he required. 

101 From Oxford he bent his courfe for London, and in palling the Thames 
being neither carefull for finding out a Bridge nor a Ford loft many of his Men. 

He endeavoured both by force and all forts of devices to take this City, but 
King Ethelred, together with Turkill the Dane being then here Refident, he was 
beaten off and went to Wallingford, after that to Bath, where wafting all in his 
way he ftaid fome time and refrelhed his Army. Thither came to him Ethel- 
mar the Earl of Devonjhire with other Officers of the Weftern Parts and made 
ft«mS 8 C ’ Peace witb him, giving up their Hoftages, which things accomplifhed according 
to his defires, and being returned to his Fleet he was by all the Nation of the Eng¬ 
lijh both ftiled and accounted King, if by right one can call him a King.Taith our 
Authour) who aded all things in a manner like a Tyrant. The Citizens of 
London concluded that it was not fafe for them to ftrive againft the univerfal 
current, arid therefore fent alfo their Hoftages and made their Peace, for thev 
fear’d he would be fo inraged againft them that having fpoiled them of all they 
, had he would either command their Eyes to be pulled out, or their Hands or 
jJfwfcSd* Jn et t0 b ® cbo PP ed off Ethelred now in a manner unkinged thought it mod con- 
chiidren to - «ttent with. the ftraitnefs of his Fortune to fend away Emma his Queen, with his 
Kortnandy. Treafure. and his two Sons Edward and Elf red into Normandy to her Brother 
Richard, the Second of that Name, Duke of that Province. He himfelf conti¬ 
nued fometime at Greenwich with the Danijh Fleet then lying in the Thames, and 
thence removed to the Ifle of Wight, where having kept but a fad Chrijlmafs 
he followed them into Normandy, and at Rouen was Iplendidly entertained all the 
time of his abode. In the mean while Swane the Tyrant at Gainsborough laid in- 
fupportable Taxes upon the Countrey, befides the contribution for maintenance 
of his Fleet And Turkill at Greenwich .was not behind hand in his Exa&ions for 
inriching of himfelf and his Followers. So that they were fully agreed in this 
by their. Violence and Rapines to harafs and exliauft the poor Englijh Nation. 

. r ° 3 * ? ut s r WMet0 all his other cruelties - and impieties, added one, which in 
a tribute from the 1 °P mion of our writer's, completed his condemnation. He exaded a grievous 
E< imundbmy. Tribute from the Town of St. Edmunds Bury, or that where the Body of that 
King and Martyr then relied: Moreover, lie would often detrad from the worth 
of the Martyr, and dared to affirm he had no holinefs. In cafe the money were 
not fpeedily paid, he often threatned that he would certainly burn the Town over 
the heads of the Inhabitants, utterly fubvert and demolilh the Church of the 
Martyr, and put the very Clerks to various Tortures. Now to tell a ftory which 
. is fo generally told, and wasfo univerfally believed, fcecaufe he would no't mode¬ 
rate at all, fay they, his wickednefs- Divine Vengeance would not fuffer the Blaf- 
phemer longer to live.- At GainJlorougJj, as he.held a general Aftembly, when it 
grew toward Evening, being incirclecLwith Armed Men, he call out thefe faid^KL 
li killed bv thre ? ts ’ , but he faw Patently St Edmund coming Armed upon him, whereupon he in generlu 
an unknown vehemently out, Help, help, fellow Souldiers, look here, St. Edmund comes to 
hand. kill me which words as he was fpeakmg, he received a mortal wound by the ChtenuL 
oaint s hands, fell from his Horfe, andilying-till the dusk of the Evening in great haeeademmi- 
torment, he then died on the * fecond of „ February , and was carried to fork and l"*"' T fd 
burred. So our writers report from the Legendof St Edmund, which feems to sii 
nmt this truth to us, that Swane was killed by an unknown hand ; to be fure here Ann - I0I 4* 
f he ended'his days, and by his death ennobled this Town more than by his 
making it the Seat of his Kingdom or Tyraiffiy, forfoitwas; here being hi s “&»*m. Fer- 
chief Refidence all tl^e Ihort time of his Englijh Royalty ; here lay his Ships, hence 7° la ,T fic 
he made .excurfions into all Parts. ^uifonijfmd 

dimicans con - 

c“,^fan£ Saampatri a f uiGaMurh mirabiliter JS mijerabilDer extinSo fuccefferat, regnum tandem cZTdem 

.104 This Town conveniently feated upon the River Trent, which here Ebbs 
and Flows to a confiderable depth, and by the convenience of Navigation and 
Tramck, hath procured it. two famous Marts in a year, each of them of nine 
days continuance, is both ancient, and was of good account before it became more 
Gainsborough, known by being the Rode-of the Danijh Ships. To omit impertinent Etymologies Quidam in 

Ed 7ji ac ^.- .p^q'bujiuh, vtl forth antiques Genepp-bujiuh db Angl. Sax. GenenTerfaZm 
AJj/hm & Bupuh Opgiium. f A. O^idum ferfugii Afylum. * 1 rerjugium 









Sec t io.^s if it had its name from being an Afylum or Refuge of I know not who, or 
from what, it was called Gainfborough or Gainfburh ( in Latin Ga'rnorurn httrgus) 
as indeed being the cheif Burgh, Borough or Town of the Garni or Gains. If it 
Am! be demanded who thefe Gaini or Gains were, I anfwer, the fame with thofe of 
which Ethelfred the Father-in-law of King Alfred, was Earl. Aferita writes, that 
Alfred Married Vxorem de Mercia Nobilem fcilicet genere filiam Ethelfredi Gai- 
norum Comitis tjui cognomin:datur Mv.cil. That Alfred Married a Wife out of Mer- 
ci /, one of a Noble Stock, viz. the Daughter of Ethelfred , Earl of the or 
Gains, who was Sirnamed Mucil or Great. There wa^then a fort of People cal- 
• led Gaini or Gains , and thefe Gaini were feated in Mercia, to which Kingdom of. 
old Lind fey did belong, as is molt evident, and not to Northumberland, from 
which it was feparated by that River, though fome particular Conquefts of thefe 
Petty Kings of that Trad might caufe fometimes fome places to be mentioned, 
as within the Bounds of their Kingdoms, to which for the main they'did not be¬ 
long. The Reader muft obferve that, befides the common Names of Jutes, An¬ 
gles and Saxons, when thefe Pepple Planted in Britain certain Seled:Companies of 
them had peculiar Names, even as the ancient Rritaw themfelveshad; which 
cither happened to them from their Principal Leaders or GoVernours, or were 
Names they brought from beyond the Seas, or elfe proceeded from fokne other 
accidents. Thus fome of the Northumbrians were called Deiri, .others Behticii , 


the Weft Saxons were called Geviffi, and wereade of a People called Wiccii, aryl 
another Meanvari Seated in Hamfhire, not far from Portfmoutb, befides the Girnii, 
whoas appears from ingulphits,X\ve& not very far from the Gainipnd. Inhabited the : 

Fens , lying in the Counties of Lincoln, Northampton, Huntingdon, and Cambridge. 

Thofe Gaini were fuch a fort of People, from which this place being their princi¬ 
pal Town or Burgh, received its name, as did Ethelfred his Title, though he 
was defeended of the Bloud Royal of Mercia. The BUrgh bf the Gaines it was, 
and long after the death of Stvane gave it not name, yet Habitation to-the Noble 
Barons of Burgh, who by the Scotch Earls of Athol, and the Percies defeended 
from Sr. William de Faience T Earl of Pembroke, bv whofe interceifiofa it obtafned 
from King Edward the Firft (after the Conqueft) the liberty of laving a Fair. 

This digrellion is too much not to be pradiled upon the name of every Town • 
but fomuch I ought to this out of gratitude, having received in it a great part of 
my Education; though born in that of Nottmghamfhire. , which, an the other fide 
of the River, .ftands over againft it. , 

Ctmh cho re n • ioj. Swane being dead, his Subjeds the Danes, chufe Canute or Cnute his Soa,Mttmk 
King of the for hi s Succeffour. But the Inclinations of .the Englijh were toward their own 
Danes. true and natural Prince, whom hoping that he would demean himfelf more like a adArm-i^. 

King for the time to come, as being difeiplin’d fbffidendy by adveffity, they 
£t/je/rf</reco. f en t for home out of Normandy. Ethelred-^ before he Ihould put himfelf into 
vers his King- t j ie j r i iandS) thought fit to fend over his Soit£^r/to promife all good dflport- 
° m ment, and found the affe&ions of the Nobility and People, who having fcund 
all things correfpond .with his defires, returned Back witfrOoufidence to fetchms 
Father. The King was received with] all goy and applaufe. imaginable/ and to 

- make a Show, that he had offered Violence^ his former: difpofition, and of com¬ 
pliance with their -expectations, ufed vail dffpatch in laying amArmy againit 
Cnute who.lying now ztGainfboroagh, with the Fleet andHoftages wasmbt want¬ 
ing to himfelf but fpent his time in r&iftng Men, and getting Houles, . threatning 

Drivin f chaftifc feverely.the Revolted from his Fathers Empire.. But Etbelreds Forces 
^, C and.thofe took him .before he was fully prepAed, and conftrained him to quit die Parts of 
Earn. . . Lindfey, the Inhabitants whereof, for their fo readiiy fiding with ftrangens, as 
.they found them, they put to death. Cnute Sailed uway with-hisFJeet, and by 
thecourfeof the Winds, was driven into Sandwich Road, where to revenge him- 

- feif upon the Englijh Nation, he miferably deformed theHoftages.he had^mhis 
power, cutting off their Ears,'Nofes, and Hands, and depriving jfomeot tneir 
Genitals. This done, he fet them on Ihore, and departed into Denmark to recruit 
his Arnty. Thefe Danes being gone, another Calamity fucceeded.them.;- for on 
the twenty feventh of September, the Sea arofe to fuch an height by thc irnpetu- 

An inuiida- of of wind and T | dCj that it brake the Banks, andioverivhelmed many Villa¬ 
ges, drowning a great multitude of furprized People; However dae^ation was 
hereby impoverilhed,. yet neceffity urging a Tribute nfothirty -thoufandTpounos, 
was levied for paying the Danifh Fleet, which .lay at Greenwich. 

106. Tlie year following, beingthe MXV. of U great ^flemply 

the Eflates was held at Oxford, as well of Danes as Englijh, where by advice at 
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Edric Streone, the King caufed feveral Danijh Noblemen to be put to death under Sc£b~ 7 rt 
pretence of a Confpiracy again ft his Perfon. Sigeferth and Morcar, the Sons of 
one Earngrun, of a place called Seanenburg in Northumberland , Edric drew by Compare. 
good words into his own Lodging, and there fecretly murthered them. Their Ser- M-nth. mil. 
vantsand Dependants thereupon arofe, and endeavoured to revenge their death, 
but were beaten back by the King’s Forces, and fo clofely purlued, that they 
were conftrained to betake themfelves into the Tower of St. Fridefwith’s Church, 
where Fire being fet to the Steeple, they were burnt to Allies. The King feized * 
upon the Eftates of the murthered Earls, and commanded Algitha the Wife of 
Sigeferth , to be conveyed to the Town of Maidulf ( or Malmesbury ) and there 
to be kept in Cuftody as a Lady of great Nobility and Intereft. But not long 
after, Edmund the King’s Son coming thither, fell in love with her, and without 
his Father’s knowledge, married her, after which, he took her along with him 
into Northumberland , and there feized on the Eftates both of Sigeferth and Mor¬ 
car his Brother. At the fame time Arrived King Cnute from Denmark, together, 
as fome write, with two other Kings, Lachman of Sweden, and Olan of Norway, 
and made for the Port of Sandwich, where it’s faid that Turkil joyned with him, 
and gave the Englijh a notable defeat. To be fure Cnute, Coafting about Kent, 
entred the mouth of the River Frome , and by it paffed up into the Counties of 
Dor fet, Somerfet and Wilts, where he committed all forts of Hoftilities. 

King Ethelred at this time lay fick at Cofham, a Town in Wiltjhire, but bad his 
place very well fupplied by his Son Edmund, whofe onely infelicity it was, that 
the falfe and traitorous Streone was joyned with him in command, which not 
onely hindred his prefent fuccefs, but brought him into great danger of Life. For 
Edric made a faction in the Army, and plotted howto have him flain, which be- 
_,. fog timely difeovered, the Prince was forced for his fecurity to depart from the 
fwearing'obe- P^ ace where he lay. Now whether this difeovery made him defperate, or for that 
dience to he was before prepared, and refolved fo to doe, for other reafons, he openly re- 

Cme. volted; carrying away to Cnute forty of the Danifh Ships which ferved the King, 

to whom he fubmitted as his Leige Lord. The Weft Saxons awed by his In- 
rodes, did the fame: gave up Hoftages, and made provifion of Horfes for his 
Army. 

107. Cnute being thus ftrengthened beyond expedition, in the following Sim. Dundm. 
year, which was the MXVI. of our Lord, with Edric the Traytour, pa fifed over 
the Thames at Greeklade, about Chrijlmafs Holy days, and Invaded Mercia, where 
in Warwickfhire efpecially, he burnt all the Towns, and killed all Perfons he could 
meet with. Edmund the King’s Son, upon the Report, gathered together what 
Forces he could, but when they were to march, the Mercians refufed to ingage a- 
gainft the Danes and Weft Saxons, except King Ethelred and the Londoners would 
joyn with them, and thereupon the Army disbanded it felf. But Chrijlmafs be¬ 
ing over, Edmund raffed more Forces, and fent to London to his Father to come 
to him with all the preparations he could make, Ethelred complied with him, and 
they joyned their Forces together, but by the craft of the Enemy, a Rumour was 
ipread abroad, that if the King did not carefully look to himfeJtj he would fpee- 
dily be betrayed. This ftruck fuch a fear into this pufillanimous Prince, that he 
disbands his Army, and re tires back to London, which done, his Son haftes into 
3aftS° U on an ^fthumberland, as was imagined to raife a greater Army againft Canute. But in 
hands. t * ie y feemed well agreed, that whereas on one fide Canute and Edric wafted 

the Countrey, on the other, he and Vthred Earl of Northumberland, did the like, 
this being die onely difference that one Party harafled the poor People, becaufe 
they would not revolt, and the others pretended to punifh them for their neutrali¬ 
ty ; for, firft Stafferdfhire, and then Shropfkire and Leicefierfhire, they miferably 
wafted becaufe they refufed to fight againft the Danes. In the mean time Canute 
ana Edric Streone, committed all a<fts of cruelty in the Counties of Buckingham, 

Bedford, Huntingdon, Northampton, Lincoln and Nottingham, and at Jaft peirced 
into Northumberland. 

i°8.\This approach of theirs obliged EdmundClito, as our Writers call him, to 
leave off his Trade of pillaging, and to betake himfelf to London. Vthred here¬ 
upon hailed into Northumberland, where fhortly after he was conftrained to fub- 
mit himfelf to.Cware, to give up his Countrey, and deliver Hoftages in¬ 
to his Hands. ,! ' which notwithftanding either by Command or Permiflion 
of Crnte,. he was killed by one Turebrand a Danijh Nobleman, and with him 
one Turketel, the Son of Navene. This done, Cnute preferred one Eric to be Earl 
of Northumberland, and halted Southward by another way to his Fleet; with 

which 
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m which he joyned his Army before Eajler. About the fame time Ethelred died at 
Loidon on the two and twentieth of April , after a tedious and ill management ot 
Ethdrcd dies, affairs for feven and thirty years, and was buried in the Church of St. Paul. 

Fdmund his Son by the Nobility at London was choferl his Succeffour, not his 
Son by Emma his Queen; but as Matthew of iVeftminfter fays by an ignoble Mo- Be wi¬ 
ther, though others affirm her the Daughter of an Earl called timed ,, and 
Tj fu-cecded thelred 's former Wife. Matthew writes, that though his Mother was bafe he n- dm mn ex 
b> Edmund in l u ft ra ted the Ignobility of her Defcent by the Ingenuity of his Mind, and the jg*wwM 
mit saxony. AdM of his Body, and indeed fuch was his Courage and indefetigable Indufti-y,S^ 
that he obtained thence the firname of Ironftde. He having obtained the Title maobfimre- 
hafted into Weft toy, where he was received and owned by the People of thofe 
parts, while afar greater Number with many Bilhops, Abbats, and others ol 
the Nobility obeyed Canute as their Sovereign, whom being aflembled they cy. I0 . 

The reft obey-had chofen for their King, admitted at Southampton ^ to ? that Dignity and fworn 
ing Cnnte. to Allegiance, having abjured the Race of Ethelred , and received an Uath 
from him of good Government in all, as well Religious as fecular Affairs, 

ioo. Canute much animated byfo powerfull a party hafted to London with Ins 
Fleet about Rogation week, where being arrived on Surry fide, he caufed a great 
Ditch to be made, and drew up his ffiips Weftward of the Bridge. The City he 
begirt with a deep and broad Trench, and with armed men, and often attemp : 
ted by force to take it. But the Citizens fo manfully demeaned themfelves, that 
perceiving he loft but time, and that the Defendants were to be flarved out, he 
left a guard for his ffiips,’ and hafted into the Weft to attack Edmund eer h* could 
be provided, who indeed was. provided ill enough, but as he was with the Corn- 
Several Battels pany lie had got together, he ventured to give him Battel at a place then 
' iwixt Ed- ca jj cc j p eomm ( or pen ) near Gillingaham in Dorfetfhtre with fuch fuccefs, that 
ci a " d he forced his Enemy to retreat. Encouraged herewith he made greater preparati¬ 
ons, and Midfummer being now paft relolved to fight Cnute the fecond time, 
whom meeting near a Town called Swarf an, he gave him Battel but could 
onely defend himfelf, though he performed all the Offices both of a ftout Souldier, 
and an expert General, becaufe Edric the Traitour together with Almar znd Al¬ 
tar, the chief of the Nobility, having command of the Hampjhin or Wdtjbire 
Men, fided with the Danes. It was a drawn Battel, this day the Armies being 
parted bv the darknefs of the Night, the next Morning they renewed the Fight, 
and King Edmund had wone the Garland, but for the cunning device of that per¬ 
fidious Edric , who perceiving Vi&ory inclined to his fide, cut oft the Head ot 
one Oftnear, a Man that in the face very much refembled the King, and lilting it Sir)l Dulie i irt , 
up on high, called to the Englijh bidding them behold the Head of their Party, mimed. 
and if they refpedted their own Lives, be gone as faff: as their Heels could carry 
them. This very much ftartled and difeompofed them, till Edmund lenme of 
the cheat from an Hill made known himfelf to his Souldiers, and tofleda Javelm 
againft Edric , whom yet it had the fortune to mils. They continued the Fight 
till it grew dark, and then parted as they had done the Night before. ' . 

no Canute feeing what little advantage he was like to receive from a pitcht 
Battel difeamped in the dead time of the Night, and niafang towards 
where he had left his Ships, again befieged the City. Edmund when he knew 
he was gone, with fpeed marched into Wefifex to recruit his Forces,now 
the perfidious Edric, having fufficient experience both of his Valour and Conduft, 
thought the onely way was to be reconciled to him, that he might reveal his 
Councils, and by his treacherous Infinuations give a Check to the current ot 
his good Fortune. He made application to him, owning lum for Ins natural 
Prince, fwore for the time to come to be faithfull to him, and obtained P - 
don for what was paft. Being fufficiently recruited, he hafted to and 

raifedthe Siege, beating off the Danes to their ffiips. After two dayshe paffed 
the Thames at Brentford , where many of his Men were loft Water, jet 
coming upon the backs of his Enemies, he put themto therout^K. 
tained in palling the River, and the feveral Ingagements, the Number of his 
men was fo diminiflied, that hefound himfelf obliged to retummto to 

erne befeges fill up his troops, which the Danes perceiving returned and laid^ ^ “ege to 
London. Lo J 0 „ } which they attacqued by all means poffible. Yet didthelnduft^an 

Courage of the Inhabitants, ftill fruftrate all his Attempts, fo that -Mpmagh . 

drew off his Men and with his Fleet, entred a River then called Arenne , where F i mn tuih‘ 
hebum. the Villages, MM theCou^ey ^ “*£*?£* 
havock of all things at his pleafure. The Foot heaufed on (hips topafeto 
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r and the Horfe by Land with theCaptiyes and Cattel. In the mean time Edmund Sedt. 16 
tronjide was not idle, but the fourth time having levied a ftrorig Power of Men 'inrv. 
out of all England crofted the Thames again at ‘Brentford , and marched into Keht, 
where at a place called Otford, he found, and ingaged the Danes, who ilot able 
to fuftain his violence fled, fuch of tlforri as were horfed into the JJle of Shepey. 

All he could take he piit to the Sword; and lfad his Prudence afwellashis Cou¬ 
rage flood by hiih, he had obtained a compete: Victory. But he Was fo blind 
as not to perceive the Treachery of Edric, who Byfpeckms allegations procured 
him to flop his perfuitat Engles ford. ...... .. , r , i# 

111. Edmund finding the Weflfaxons moft firm arid true to him, after this 
Succefs for Recruits returned into that Countrey,, the opportunity of whofe ab- 
fence Canute took to veht his malice and revenge upon a naked. People, for 
going into Effex he thence invaded Mercia, where he fhewed more Cruelty than 
ever; commanding his Men to omit no A<ft which could be committed againft 
Enemies. Edmund Ironftde with an Army, gathered out of all Countries over¬ 
took, and ingaged them in their Retreat at a place called then Affandune (or 
a btoudy Bat- * j-jjg yyj// 0 f an n0 w corruptly Afhdown in Effex. The Battel was fought * in monte 
tl AS ^ with great refolution and vehemence on both fides, and Edmund had great hopes f d \f^ 
of gaining the Vidory, which the wretched Edric Streone perceiving as he had 4fa nom i na , 
ingaged formerly to Cnute ( having coming over for fuch a purnofe ) with th em,aleuntes 
Troops he commanded fled over to him* and fo leaving the Engli/h'ovcrmztcht, 
whom by calling out f words again of the King’s death he had laboured to dif- \ ciamavit 
courage, by his Treachery procured their Defeat and Ruine, for they never r e *^ or ^ 
ceived a greater blow, almoft all their Nobility here falling, particularly Alfric , Engle, Flee 
Godwin , Vlfketel and Ethelward all -Dukes: Eadnoth alfo the Bifhop of Lincoln Engle, d*dis . 
(of Dorchefter ratherand Wolf an Abbat who came to the place to.pray 
the Army, amongft the reft loft their lives, yet did not this difafter, fo far difeou- p U gi t e Angli, 
rage Edmund, but that e’er long he was in cafe to make another Trial of hi sfugite,mowm 
Fortune in the Field, of which Edric and thofe of his Fadlion fearing the Iflue, a- jj untin „i w * 
gain circumvented him by their wiles, perfwading him for quietnefs and Hijl, hi6. 
Upon which a lecurity fake to divide the Kingdom with Cnute. After much relucftancy he was 
Kugdomen- 6 drawn to confent, and after many meffengers to and fro,and Hoftages received, an 
fued. Interview of the two Kings was appointed at Deorkirfl in Gloceflerfbire, a place, fi- 
tuate fomewhat low upon the Bank of Severn , Edmund with his men taking the 
IVeflern, and Canute with, his Danes, theEaftern parts fide, both the Kings from 
their Armies wafted over into a fmall Ifland called then Olanege , now the Eight , 
where by oath a Fraternity and firm Peace they eftablifhed, and divided the 
Kingdom, which concluded they intefehanged their Arm, and the Habits they 
wore, and having fetled the Pay which fliould be allotted to the Fleet, each 
repafled to his Followers. ■ 

in. Such is the Account which the Hiftory that goes under the name of 
^krfterac- Simeon oi Durham , gives us of this matter: others do otherwife relate it. Mal- 
BatteiandAc- meslury having faid what the iflue of the Battel was at Affandune , tells how Ed- 
cord betwixt mund firnamed Ironftde betook himfelf with very little Company to Glocefter , 
cwhw. and thereto gather new Forces, and fet upon his Enemies who he thought would be 
fecure after the late Victory, as he faw convenient. Chute was aware of him, 
and fo induftrious as to attend arid watch his courfes. They were coming to a 
frelh ingagement when Edmund demanded a fingle Combat, that for the ambiti¬ 
on of but two men, the bloud of many innocent Perfons might not be ffied, and 
they two without any inconvenience to their Subje&s, might decide the contro- 
verfie in their own Perfons, and hereby obtain for the care of their People, great 
renown in future Ages. But Canute was deaf on this Ear, affirming he had Cou¬ 
rage enough but not ftrength fufficient to encounter a Man of fo vaft a fize, 
and for an expedient propounded, that each of them fhould enjoy what their Fa¬ 
thers had held, from whom they had both received juft Titles. The propofal was 
well received by the Armies as very equitable, and which Would give fome brea¬ 
thing to the poor Englijh Nation, fomiferablyfpent by thefe perpetual Hoftilities; 
and Edmund by this univerfal approbation was overcome and filenc’d, the Accord 
being that he as his Hereditary Kingdom fliould hold the Weft Saxons with the 
Southern, and Canute Mercia with the Northern Parts. Thus one of our Authours 
fpeaksof an Accord without fo much as the mention of a Combat, another hints 
that mention was made of a Combat but it took no effeift; but another there is 
who writes bothof the Propofal, and the Fighting of the Duel. 

II . i 15. Henry ,..1} 
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Se< 5 t. iq. 113. Henry the Archdeacon of Huntingdon Speaking'how after the Battel at 

' Efefdune (Us. he cail'sic) the Armies in Glocefierjhire. the feventh time faced each 
Another Re- other, idds, . that tlie Npbferhendircfrtefidb dreadirig tlje courage of Ednirnd, ort 
utm “* the' other of Cnute, begatt to'mdtteT itoong ( themfelveS What Fools they were fo 
often toyentWe theit Lives,' and' how. they ihould let them fight alone, who de- 
figped afonS fo iteigh. This faying. pfeafed ; Well enough the Kings, for Cnute was 
a Kiqgof hp horieifty. ^ The; King? therefore fought a 1 Dliell Their ibarts 
and Lances'On bbtli fij&fbdfog broken, the^ fell to it WitHtheir Swords upon each 
others moft incomparable Armour, the noife of Which ftriick' the eats of the hook¬ 
ers oh with tetrOur, aVtUeif eye? were ddizled wirii the fife which Was fttubk from 
the Swords upon fuch admirable Metal. At length the incomparable vigour of 
Edmund prevailed, whorii Cnute very ftrCnuohfly refilled, yet fearirig. the fhccefs, 

With fair Language iriftead of foul Blows thus accofted his AdVerfary. Toungkan , of 
all others the tnofi valiaUf, itfbat Uecejfity is there th'ai dither thpu or 1 fhoulddie by 
the Sword, out of defile of Reigning. Let tit he Adaptive Brethren and divide the 
kingdom) let nie have a paYeip thine") and db that* cokniand in,mine Affairs. Den¬ 
mark alfo jjiall he at thy.difpofal. Witfi’.tfcefe words the generous mind of the 
youhg Kin^ w^ ,moihfiedi'and a ftifs of Kabe wais’giyeii'oh either parr; after 
Which theif' 1 Followers catoo together, ;dRF weeing for joy, Edmutid had the 
Kingdom' oLWefifex, ahd : Cnute that of ffljpcia, who tfiereripon returned toZwz- 
don. Thus much Hatttingfyn) with wh^ffl igxsdfflhthenirf Wefiminfter as'to the 
Duel,' mentioning Edirtc as the mam wtfo ‘flrff moved it am on gff the Nobility. 

B'ut both Ltoveden and Flbrent cfi. Worcefidr agree with the' firft Relation of 
Simeon. ... 

114. The Banes retiringto - London aftBrthe agreement (which was certainly 
made, whatever might be the Cirdumftances of thematiner) were received by the 
Inhabitants, and permitted to'take up their Winter Quarters in the City, where, 

Edmund diei. ab'outtheFeafl of St. Andrew died King Edmund Jronfide unexpectedly, and was 
buried with Iris Grandfather Edgar at Glaffenlury. Concerning his death our Au- 
thours write varioufly. Thelliftory of Simeon, Florent cd Worcefter , and.itoger 
de Hoiieden , tell us onely that he died, without mentioning the caule. Malmes¬ 
bury confelfes it was uncertain of what Difeafe or Cafualty he died, but adds, that 
Fame charged Edric with hiring two of his Chamberlains, to whofe Fidelity he 
committed himfelf, to murther him which they effe&ed by thrufting a fharp Iron 
Leaving iffue. into his Body as he fate at Stool. Huntingdon will have it done at Oxford by one 
of the Sons of Edric as the King fate in an Houfe of Office, with whom accords 
Matthew of Weflminfier • Radulphus de Dtceto names neither place nor a certain per- 
fon, but fays it was done by an Iron Spit at Edric s procurement. Edmund thus 
in the fame year both began and ended his Reign, leaving two Sons behind him, 

Edwi lome call him, fome Edmund) and Edward. By his own Mother he had a 
Brother called Edwin , and by Emma his Step-Mother two more, viz. Elfred and 
Edward. Tliefe Relations he left, but Canute refolved none of them fhould fuc- 
ceeed him but to Reign himfelf alone. “ He fummoned all the Bifhops and No- 
Who are out- « bility.to meet at London and cunningly demanded of fuch as had beenprefent 
a by cnute. a at t j ]e a g re ement betwixt him and Edmund, what provifion was made by that 
“ agreement for the Son? and Brothers of Edmund, and whether in cafe he died 
“ before Canute , any of them was to fucceed in the Kingdom of the 'We&Saxons> 

“ They overcome with fear anfivered) That to their knowledge Edmund neither li- 
“ ving nor dying, had made any provifion fpf his Relations, butdefigned him the 
“ Protecftour or Guardian bf his Sons, till they ihorid ponfe to Age. For this 
their falfe Teftimony they, hoped for great Rewards, and feme of them indeed he 
afterwards rewarded With an Halter or feme Inftrument of fuch like Defeat. But 
Canute faking the advantage it afforded him, evaded Oaths of Fidelity from all 
•tlie Nobility, who readily chofe' him for their King, and abjured all the Englifh 
Line, which was difpofed of aswe fhall fee hereafter, and fet afide for a cer¬ 
tain time. 


SECT, XL 


Q^ IL Contemp . withthe Confiantinop: Rom. Emp. Cnute. 


S E C T. XI. 


The Monarch) of the Danes in Britain, from the be¬ 
ginning of that of Canute or Cnute, to the Death 
of Hardecnute, and the Recitation of the Englifh 
Line in Edward the Confeilour. ' 

The fpace of Twenty fix Tears. 


Cnute King. 1 ..f^Amte thus obtained the Kingdom of the Englifh, of which his Father ra- Sedt. 11. 
c ther -had a profped: than firm pofleflion, about two hundred and twenty 
feveri years after the firft arrival of his Danifh Nation, two years after his Father’s 
death, in the one and fortieth year of Bafilrn Junior Emperour of the Eaft, the 
feveilteenth of Henricus Junior the German Emperour, in the Reign of Robert the 
Sort and Succeffour of Hugh Capet King of the Franks. A. D. MXVII. 

z. The Danes had formerly in feme parts of the Land, as Eaft England and Nor¬ 
thumberland fet up their petty Kingdoms, but now obtained the fetled Monarchy 
i» foie Mo- c f all England. Formerly they had been-Strangers, now come to bethe principal 
llarch, Inhabitants, not in Numbers but in Reputation. Before time they were fierce in¬ 
vaders, cruel and Savage Enemies, asbloudy, as Ravenous, and bafe as ever any 
Invader had ever been, but now were turned Proprietors, and one of them Lord 
of the whole,- fweetned and civiliz’d notfo much by Chriftianity and good Educa¬ 
tion, as .by felf-feeking and worldly intereft, for the late Inrodes made by Cnute 
were accompanied with as great Cruelties and Devastations, as thofe of his Pre- 
deceflpurs. Bafenefs and fear made the Englifh Nobility fervilely to truckle, fb 
that there was no need of any thing more to Work his Will but his bare Com¬ 
mands. Nay they would prevent his Conimands by doing thofe things, to which 
ttie j* 011 they knew he was but inclined. For Edwi' or Edwin the Brother ot Edmund, a 
Sg bai-young Prince, of excellent Endowments, and exceeding great hopes, they imme- 
ob diately voted to Banifhment, which Refolutibii as foon as Canute perceived fo full 

of flattery and injuftice, he went much pleafed into his Chamber, and calling to 
him the perfidious Duke Edric asked him by what means he might trepan young 
Edwin to his death, -The Traitouranfweredj that he knew one Ethelward who 
could.eafily doe it if he would fpeak With and promife hima great Reward .Cnute 
fent for the.man,- and telling him. what the ! Duke had faid of him, not onely pro- 
mifed him all* that his Anceltours had injoyed, but to hold Jlim more dear than a 
Brother in cafe he nvould doe Him that Service j - He promifed to ufe his utmoft 
jndeavour, but as yet had no fuch intention, ■ and faid it : onely to put him off j for 
he:was defcerided:of the. Imoft Noble ftbek of the Englifh Nation. 

^ 5 d ‘ vidMthe .3. Cnute hevc% fetled in his new Powei* and Sovereignty over all England, divi- 
“’8 om - jgj .his. Kingdom into four parts-1 *whereof, pne' he; committed to the Government 
of Edric, viz. -Mercia, it not being as-yet feafdnable to lay him afide. Eaft Eng¬ 
land he affigned to Earl Turkill^ Northumberland to Ire or Eric , and referved W eft 
Saxony, as that Which being the ancient Pofleflion of the Englifh Line had moft rea- 
Punifheth tbe fon to bear refpe<ft to it,- to his own Care and Vigilance. Then the firft thing he 
bis'predece^ did was to.puniih fuch as -had an hand an the death of Edmund, whom having dif- 
four. covered their wickednefs in hope of Reward he kept clofe up, and now in a great 
Aflembly of the People caufedto be put to death,; as thofe whom their ownmouths 
condemned.^Having thus fweetned his way,, a Covenant with all the Nobles and 
the whole Pfeople now -he: made, which was confirmed by Oath and an Amnefty 
decreedfor whatsoever had formerly paft betwixtthe Nations. But thiscouldnot 
put him out of his fears fb long a s Edwi Etheling lived, who \vas commonly cal- 
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Sect 11. led King of the Countrey men. Banilhment would not ferve his turn, but aftera~"-~ 

feeming Reconciliation to enfnare him by his earneft Solicitations, he procured 
him to be mad,e away by thofe whom he had moft trailed. Edric now that his 
hand was in, advifed him to put to death alfothe young Sons of Edmund, the Cli- 
tunculi, as Simeon calls them, viz. Edmund apd Edward • but it being elleemed a 
thing very odious, and which would much incenfe the People to have them mur¬ 
dered in England , within a while they were fent to the King of the Swedes there 
to be made away, who notwithftanding the League and kindnefs betwixt him and 
Cnute, abhorred the fad, and by all nis Intreaties could not be brought to com¬ 
mit it, but conveyed them to Solomon, King of the Hungarians, by hirn to be care¬ 
fully brought up. Edmund in procefs of timeia that retirement ended his life • 
hut Edward Married Agatha the Daughter of Henry, the German lynperour, by 
which Lady he had Margaret Queen, of the Scots, Chrifjim that turned Nun, and 
Edgar Etheling hereafter to be fpoken of. This is the Account given by the ge¬ 
neral Aflent of Hiftorians, ahlfough there be a Paft&ge among# the Laws of Ed¬ 
ward the Confejfour , which hints, that this Edward out of lear of Cnute, fled to 
one Malefclot King of the Rugians , who both received him with honour, and be¬ 
llowed on him in Marriage a Lady of that Cpuntrey. 

He Marries. 4 - Cnute having rid himfelf of all hisCompetitoufs, for the Sons of Ethelredhy 
Emma were efcaped into Normandy , and all others of the Bloud Royal he had ba- 
niflied, thought he Ihould much farther eftablilh his intereft by Marrying with 
Emma, which he effeded in July following, conceding that it would win him 
the hearts of the People, and'take ofi the thoughts of Her Brother Richard Duke 
<?f Normandy, from the S<?ns fop had. had ft EthJred, and he approved of the 
Match fending over in July bisSifter fo$o England. Befog now arrived] at the top 
of his Exped-at-iony, he thought fit to remove the Uddpr by which he mounted* 
left it Ihould ferv.e the end of foine other Pretender* What ufe Jhehad; all. along 
made of the Treachery of Duke Edrjc has been, foiftciently difeovered. Npwin- 
ftead of loving he abominated the man. not fo mueh in hatred to his Vallany as 
for his own prefervation, imagining that he who had .betrayed thofe who had fo 
well deferved of him,, would not Kick to.doe the fame by him a Foreigner], when 
■there foould but a fufjficient temptation or opportunity prefeif.it fel£ The firmer 
Treafon ferving his own ends, he Joyed* but hated the Traytour, becaufe in his 
deftrudion he doubted not but he'would be ready to ferve the ends of others* and 
therefore refolved;to -make him away.. It’s reported* that after he had procured 
King Edmund to beliaiu in the manner before related, he came toCnute, and bade 
God fave him now, the onely King, to whom when he had told all the Story, the Hem. Him. 
King anfwered, that for fo great a piece of Service he would: make him higher twgd.Ht.6. 
than all the Englijh Nobility. Remembring therefore that Promife, he.caufed-him 
in the time of Chriftmds to be Beheaded, and his Head to be fet upon a Pole on 
the higheft Tower in London. Ingylphus the Ajbbat of Croyland^ who; lived: ifl or 
near thofe very days, writes, thaf unfatisfi’d iffeems wfth what had been, done 
for him, lie upbraided Cnute with his great feryices, in . betraying the two, King 
Ethelred and Edmund\ and by his own Mouth being- cpnvi&ed of Treafon, was 
as a Traytour hanged and thrown into, the Thames. Later Authours in compli¬ 
ance w.ith this Relation,, fay, that fojpe&fog the King’s intentions of depriving 
him of the Mercian. Dukedom, and upbraiding him. with, his Services, Cnute Bid 
to him with an angry Countenance,. Traytour to God and to me*, thoulhalt die, 
thine own mouth accufes thee to bayeflain thy Mafter, my Confederate Brother, 
and the Lord’s Anointed, and thereupon caufed him to be Strangled ;in die Room, 
caufes Edric and thrown out of the Window over the Wall of the City into, die Thames, where 
the Nobility to Trunk lay unburied, his Head befog fixed on a Pole and fet onthebigheftTow- 
be executed. er > which as fome fay, Eric at the King’s command ftruckofE Upon this occafion 
either for that they were familiar with Edric, or upon fome other jeafousgrounds, 
as his. Complices he put to death feveral other Noblemen, as Norman the Son of 
Duke Leofwin, and the Brother of Leofrk, Ethelward. the Son of Duke Aglemar., 
and Brihtric the Son of Elfege who governed Devonjbire , all reputed Innocent 
Perfons. For all this he thought himfelf not yet fecure except he kept on foot 
an Army, for the maintenance of which, the following year, he fqueezed out of 
all England feventy (fome fay eighty), two thoufand Pounds, befides fifteenthou- 
fand out of the City of London, But no lefs than thefe feverities could be expec¬ 
ted from an Ufurper and a Foreigner. After fome years he fent backhisArmy at Vid , k ^. 
the Importunity of the Nobility, having by a fevere Law made againft kiliingany 
Danes, taken fecurity for. the lafety.of ms Nation. 


Chap. • II. Contempt with the Cotijlantinop. Rom, Bmp. Cnute: 


Thefe things were done in the South, while in the Northern Parts a Quarrel Se£t 11 
arofe between Malcolm Son of Cyneth King of the Scots, and ZJthred the Son of 
Waldelf Earl of Northumberland, or rather his Succeflour Eric, for Vthred was 
(as we have heard) flain by Cnute two years before. The Rupture proceeded to 
a great War (as oiir Authour terms it) wherein on tlie part of the Scots, Euge- 
nius Calvus King of the Lutin'enfes or Lothians was ingaged • blit what the effects 
of fo great a controverfie were, he doth not tell us. Chute having united the En¬ 
glijh Dimes in one Government, though the bell Cement would be to frame 
their minds to the lame Laws and Cuftoms, for which purpole he called a Con¬ 
vention to Oxford, where both Parties agreed to obferve the Laws of King Edgar. 

Now he thought he had fo Well fetled his matters here, that he might without 
he fai), into any danger give a Vifit to his ancient and Native Kingdom of Denmark, whifher 
Denmark, he failed the year following, being the third of his Reign, and continued there 
the whole Winter. The Archdeacon writes, that he lea thither an Army of 
Englijh and Danes againft the Wandals, by which, he mull mean no other than 
Swedes. That incamping near his Enemies with intention not to fight till the 
next day, Godwin the Englijh General ( Conftd he terras him) without his know¬ 
ledge by Night fet upon them at unawares, killed many and'put the reft to flight. 

When it was day the King imagining that the Englijh were either run away or 
had revolted to his Enemy, fet his Danes in order of Battel, arid marched toward 
. ... . the Swedijh Camp, but here he found nothing but Bloud, Carkafles, and Plun- 

smedet. ^ er » which thing caufed him exceedingly to prize the Englijh, (who by their 

valour procured their Captain an Earldom and renown to themfelves) and hold Incubuere igi, 
them in no lefs efteem than the Danes themfelves. InSprfoghe returned into Eug-% 
land, and in Eajier Holy days held a great Council at Circejler, in which he banilh- 
-* ed Duke Ethelward or Edward as others call him. This fame year in the place 
of the Battel fought at EJfandune, which won him the Kingdom, he was prefent 
at the Dedication of a Church which there he had caufed to be built as others in dem plrave- * 
At hit return other places of the Fights he had been in. In this building he was affifted by Tur- runt ; Ml! - 
T«"Sid o- kil Ear1 ’ whot ? the . y^r following, fufpefting it feems his power, he baniflied Zi 7 “‘ 
ther Nobles, out of England with his Wife Egitha. With Tur kil others joyn Eric or Irk the Maih.mjfm. 
.Duke of Northumberland, a Dane alfo by defeent. As foon as they fet foot in 
Denmark, Matthew writes, that Turkil (who had been the procurer of the death 
of St. Elphege,-and had firft perfwaded Swane to invade England ) was killed by the 
Noblemen of the Countrey. But whether it was that thofe he baniihed and fent 
home, ftirred up the People againft him, or that being abfent his Authority was 
defpifed. Huntingdon mites, that in his ninth year he carried over another Ar¬ 
my into Denmark againft Z)lf and Eilaf who had got a great multitude together 
againft him both by Sea and Land, and now gave him fuch a Defeat, that of both 
Nations Englijh and Danes very many were loft. But others make this the fame 
expedition with the former. 

6 . And indeed had his matters been fo much imbroiled now in Denmark he 
would not have call his thoughts fo foon upon Norway, whence having intelligence 
that the People defpifed their King Olaus for his plainnefs and religious Simplicity, Simeon Du- 
he fent great fums of Money to make way for him, that reje&ing their true and 
natural Lord they Ihould revolt and chufe him for their King. His Gold had fuch ’ 

effaft upon them, that not able to withfland the Operations thereof, theypromi- 
led him a good reception whenfoever he would come, which the following year 
and the MXXVIII of our Lord he did, failing into Norway with fifty Ihips, The 
Subdues Nor- King Olaus he drove out of the.Conntrey, and then eafily fubdued it to his own 
Command, wliitlier Olaus the year after returning to try the minds of the Revol¬ 
ted was. flain by them'with all his Followers- The year after his Conqueft he 
returned into England, but not till the Feaft of St Martin was paft, where being 
arrived under a pretence of an Embafly, he fent into Banilhment Haem a Danijh 
Count, who had Married Gunilda. his Neice by his Sifter and the King of the Wi- 
r • , This man was grown fo powerfull and popular, that he flood in fear of be- 

mg killed or depofed by him, and thereupon he drove him to fucb ftraits, that 
within Twelve months he either petilhed on the Sea, or elfe was killed in the Me 
of Orkney. ^Such were his fears, fuch were the means he ufed to prevent ivhat he 
ieared, lparing neither feir nor foul, flicking at nothing how unjuft fcever, for 
fixing the Diadem on- his Head. Now he hadno occafion nor temptation to be 
bad, and therefore refolved to be very good, and eminently religious, asfuchwho 
have arrived at great wealth by griping and fordid Praiftices, ma'ny times think to 
make Heaven factsfa&ion by dedicating fome of their ill gotten Goods to Religi¬ 
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o -o. __ ousUfesT To Aowe he will go tovifit the Tombs of the Holy Apoftles, a Pil ~ Simeon d u . 

grimage which would obliterate all Crimes whatfojever. On St. Peter the Prince M xxm 
Tourney to of the Apoftles, he confers very great gifts of Gold and Silver, with other preti- 
X«»»- ous things He procures from Pope John a Relaxation of all Tribute atid Toll to 
the Endifh School there, both in his way thither and in his return gives large- 
Alms to the Poor, buys off feveral Tolls and Impofitions laid upon Travellers ; 
and at the Sepulchre of the Apoftles, vows to God an amendment of his Life and 
Manners. So much are we told by that of Simeon and other Hiftoriei' ■; ■ . 

7. In the Hiftory of the Monk of Malmesbury is extant an Epiftle whichfrom 
His Eriftie Rome it’s l’aid he wrote t o-Ailnoth or Egelnoth,the Metropolitan, to Alfric of Jerk 
Written from wit h all tlie Bilhops and Primates, and the whole Englijh Nation afwell Noblemen f f- 
thcnce ’ as 'Plebeians. “ Herein he gives an account of his Journey,- both the reafon of 
“ his undertaking it, how he was received at Rome, what he had negotiated for 
“the benefit of his Subjefts, and then gives.dirediont; and command tote 
“Officers*) doeall jufticeand right to the Peoplemhis abfence. The thing he Ebmcnfu 
“ dprrced- he La vs long before, but never could till now accompliih what he omn,m«e 
« had defigned for the fardon of his Sins, and the fafety of all his Subjeds He 
44 fienifies thclthe was received by all the Princes who at that time were with Pope & toti gemi 
“ jL folemnizing the Feaft of E'Jltr - with SS'“ 

** hut efpecially by Conrade the German Emperour. That he had dealt with them mf/ , 

« all about the concernments of all his People both Englijh and Danes, that their fiiutm. 

« paffage toward Rome might be more free and open; and had obtained that af- 
“ well Merchants as others lhould with all fafety pafs and repafs without any-Toft 
« or Impofition. He.complained to the Pope that his Archbiihops paid vaft 
“fummsof Money before they could obtain their Palfr, which grievance^ 

« Decree was' taken off. All thefe Immumties procured from the Pope, the Em- 
perour. Ring Rodulphus and all other Princes through whofe Territories he Tra- 
ve Is were confirmed by Oath under the Teftimony of four Archbifliops, and ^ 
twenty Bilhops, with an innumerable multitude of Dukes and other Noblemen 
that vi-e prelent. “ Then Mows a Thankfgiving to Almighty God that what — 

« ' he j iad defined in his Journey had profpered. Alter this he defines it 

« m ay be publilhedw all the World' that having devoted his Lfte to Righteouft 
« nelf, an!l refolved to Govern the People fubjed to him m/all Piety,. andl juftice 
“ with a relpeft to Equity in all particulars, in cafe any thing had flipped in his 
« Youth which might juflly be taxed with Intemperance or Negligence, with 
« t \e help of God & was ready to make for allfudi Extravagancies lull ;amends. 

« Therefore all his Officers whatfoever, Sheriffs or-others, he charges .that net- 
“ Ur for fer of himfelf, nor out of .favour to any- other Perfon they pervert 
« See notin refpedti-himfelf becaufe .there was no neceffity that byany un- 
«i u ft exa&ion there lliould beany Colledion of Money. At laff after a great 
« alteration how much he ftudied the profit and convenience of his People, he 
“ adjures all his Officers before he lliould arrive m England they would procure 
« alioebts to be paid due according to the, Ancient cuftome, -as Aimes for the 
“ Plough the Tithes of all Cattle brought forth m the fame_year, Teterpence, 
riougn, ti of com -and at Martinmas the firft Fruits of the fame 

«£lfcbecaufe given to the Church. -Iacaethts 
“we no* paid before his Return he threatens to animadvert upon every one 

3 8 C It’s not^much^hat a Foreigner and Ufurper lhould mention the Laws j for 

Haker ?or elfie fuch as may win and cajoll the-People. The former^s^ous 

more pradicdble and fuitable to fuch as: have, a.mmd. ta hve ^ j t jj. JfmsSaf 


King, but better Computers place this Adion four years before. At his return t r 
he lpent his tithe in building arid repairing Monafteries and Churches, which with 
the Monks the Writers of thofe times hath fo far repaired his Fame and Efteem 
that notwithftanding all his violence and injuftice, nay notwithftanding he was 
the Depriver of one of their Saints, King Olaus, aud the Procurer of ins Death, 

Of not immediately by lending Afiaffihaces to murther him, as fome have Writ¬ 
ten,. yet mediately by procuring'the Rebellion, and reducing him into the hatred 
of his People} they difiriifs him with a very fair char ader. Nay fome tell us, that 
W tfhii Piety was rewarded with another Kingdom, viz, that of Scotland ’ which. 

Dominion*. as appears from Matthew of Weftminfler,?* this time depended on this of England ,fer 

he writes that the Scots now Rebelled, and that upon that occafion he led his Ar¬ 
my thither where he ealily Conquered Malcolm the King, with two other Reguli 
which Huntingdon mentions by the Names of Melbeathe and Jermare. From fome Godwins 
paflages in the Ecclefiaftical Affairs of thefe times : it alfo appears that Wales was Lo r ndo,h E - 
fubjed to him as it had been formerly to liis Predeceffours, although one Rithe 
reck was ftyled Kingof all Wales, by which this ortely was meant that there were 
feveral other Petty Kings which ackowledged his .Superiority. But if the Kingdom 
of Scotland was given him for his Piety, that of Heaven'followed not long alter, 

Die*. . for within two years lfe Died on the twelfth of November at Shaftsbury, and was 
Buried at Winchefler in the Old Moriaftery, after he had Reigned twenty years. 

It cannot be denied but that lie was aMagnificent Prince, bountilhll both to Reli¬ 
gious Men and 1 the Poor, even of other Nations.- His fault was that he could 
never have been fo Magnificent or Bountiful!,blitthd he came to that greatnefs by 
Indired means. His method and means were Bad ; but few that have obtained 
Crowns fo unjiiftly have managed their .Power once obtained with fo much Juf- 
tice and Humanity,- fo that well may fie bear away the Title generally given 
Hi* Character, him of Canutus the Great. 


9. And this lie may the better deferve if that Story be true which is com¬ 
monly told of his fenfiblenefsof his own Meannefs as a Man and his aferibing 
abfolute Greatnefs onely to him in comparifon of whom Kings themfelves, 
though in refped to one another they may be ftyled Great, yet are to be accoun¬ 
ted little greater than Nothing. The Archdeacon of Huntingdon having told us that 
before him there was never a King of England fo Mighty, as being Lord of all 
Danemark, Scotland ’ adds that befides his many Wars be waged, he was eminent 
for three things efpecially. The firft was his marrying his Daughter to the Em¬ 
perour with unfpeakable Riches. The fecond was the diminilhing or abating 
to one half all the Exadions or Impofitions upon Travellers between France and 
Rome. The third was this: when the Tide came in he fet his Chair on the Sea 
Shoar, and as the Sea grew to be high he fpaketo it in thefe terms: Thou 
art under my Dominion , and the ' Land where 1 fit is mine; neither is there any, 
who without due punijbment Jball refijl tty commands. 1 command thee therefore that' 
thou rife not fo high as where I fit, neither prefume to ivet the Cloaths nor the Limbs 
of thy Lord. But the Sea according to the cuftome without any Reverence,flowing 
up, firft to the. Feet and then to the Legs of the King, wet as he was he lea¬ 
ped back and faid. Let all Inhabitants of the World know that vain and frivolous 
is the Power of Kings ; neither is there any,one worthy that Title but he alone whofe 
Command by f orce of Eternal Laws the Heaven, the Earth and the Sea obey. He 
adds, that after this he never fet his Golden Crown upon his head, but pla¬ 
ced it upon a Crucifix.. Some fillily blame his carriage as Superftirious, others 
lay fuch a Demonftration of Almighty God’s Prerogative was needlefs. But 
the paflage was * fcaforiable enough to convince and reprove fuch as were 
apt to be dazled with the worldly glory of thofe who have fo fmall command 
over the Sea, that at land it felf the Power of the greateft of them.extends it 
felf fcarcely otie intire Mile from the place where they ftand, either upward, 
or below • the furface, fo long as he pleafes too, they can onely call their 
own. 


10. Cnute by Algiva of Northampton his Concubine the Daughter of Earl 
Alfelm had two Sons, whereof one was called Swatie, and the other Harold, 

;> as. the current opinion went, though fome fpeak doubtfully, as if to conceal her 
Barrennefs, the former flie had procured from a Prieft’s Wife ( or a Woman M atmsb. 
Servant} and the latter from the Wife of a Shoomaker. By Emma the Relicft of We f m - 
King Ethelrede which he feems to have Married in the life-time of Algiva, though Hovedenf”' 
others call Algiva Queen, he had a Son Named Hardecnute, and a Daughter of oln. 
great Beauty called Gundhiida, married by her Brother afterward to Henry the 

Emperour 
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—-—r —'—TZTTZZZZ Refore his Death it’s faid that he appointed Swane to be Sim , Dms!m< 

Sedt; 4 I. Em]*™* G ‘‘ ’Si^e Qe of Dmemrk, and to Harold aligned, the Kilig- 

K'ngof*™^ -Ht^XfeLno «vs probable tliat he would feparate the 
SoLlifdtiy beted Wdrfo fa ftoJ hi, efpedally if that be trne which 
Son of ms aeari) f orm erlv nromifed to leave the Crown of England to 

J m h e 'E'l\ fliould have by her. However Harold by means of the Danes Ekprmtm 

^"^''efOfoUow^wIdchraufed muhhudes°of Pe5e(wlio had not yet hf^HR 

Intodea) to V «h« Habitogm, 

ra3SaSsiSSS^ps“ 

Vt °l? Q Hariamt(s difadrantage was that at the time of his Father’s Death he 
by his Father bothto the Succeffion of the one Kmg^® the <*her .^ H 

SoS’ 

SWfc*—g e by n fffifteme £ oftte now at length 

of fefaw created ftfr his former Services in 

a Man made up of ambition and cunning, at the ^ upon 

nmfriTeH himfelf a flout Champion of Emma and her Children, but no F 
the wrifing of the tide refolved to fwimwith the tom, or was w ™"f' 

as Ions as any of the faid J Children lived he would never give Ins Affent or Bene- 
haTcommenSed^hem^hifcareancffideli^Th^Enfign^ofRoya?^ he laid upon 

and by his private Authority taking them away which he had commei^ed to # ^ 

God and that Holy Place. Yet for all this was he Crowned, for we cannot but mn .p, 0 
believe * Ingulf bis, that he bellowed on their Monaftery the Robe of h ?sCoro-^a^ 
nation. That this Archbilhop notwithftandwg all this adoe overcome eidier by ^ 
his threats orpromifes, performed the Ceremony, though one of his Succeflours */&*».««. 
writes^yet Wdarenot affirm, + Others will have him Efcficd King without the 
Royal Ornaments, but herein they are not to be credited.. tumu¬ 

li. Harold having fecured now, as he thought, his Royal Eflate, fo ^ as the 
People were concern^ (-which if Sima, tell true, he had by means of Gmha 
and others fo far cajolled, that from being King of the Mercnm laiforthm- 0( 

' irions together with the Nobilitv, they chofe him to Reign through all England,yp^* 
ab^Sg&^ho it was pretended,though fent ibr,would not 
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"" Denmark) caftin his mind,as the cuftome is,how toeritrap and obviate his Emulatours Sect. Io- 

ahd Rivals. Emma or Algina, as feme call her, his Stepmother, he had already de- 
prived of the greateft part of the treafure which his Father had left her, fo the 
left reafon he had tofe’ar her effectual tampering with any for her Sons having 
nothing prefent wherewith to allure them, and it being accounted but a fparediet 
to fede merely upon hopes. But her two Sons, Alfred and Edward, healing in 
Normandy how riktteFs palled, could not forbear looking on, if they could not 
be the principal Aftours in thefe Revolutions: into England they come with a plen- 
did attendance of Normans, and hafte to their Mother then lying , 

But paffihg through Kent, the Charge and Refidence of Earl Godwin Alfred falls smm Du- 
into his hands, and then pretending (at leaft) to be going to London to the King J j 
Who had fent for him, is flopped and put into clofe Cullody : Godwin affirming it 
was dangerous under pretence of Kindred, to bring fo many lira ngers, and thofe 
a Miflaere of of a crafty Nation into the Land, of his followers, fomehe put into Chains, of 
the Normans, fomehe put orit the Eyes, of others he cut off the Hands and Feet, and many he 
caufed to be fold, fome he tortured by pulling their Skins over their Ears, of o- 
thers he caufed the Guts to be bound about a flake, and then their Bodies to be 
turned round the flake till all the Entrals were drawn out, and in conclufion, by 
various and miferable deaths, fix hundred Men he murthered at Guilford } fome 
write, that lie onely fpared one in ten, and after that was done, thinking that too 
many Ndrmans ftill furvived, he decimated them over again, and amongft the 
reft thus murthered were twelve perfons of great Nobility. Emma having no¬ 
tice of this Maflacre, fent away her Son Edward into Normandy, to be out of 
harms way. And well did file ground her fears; for while the one Brother thus 
ihifted for himfelf, the other that was entrapped by command of Ear {Godwin and 
others, was fent away to the Me of Ely, where he was fcarcely Landed, when 
moft cruelly his Eyes were pulled out of his Head, which done, he was led to b m utfiri- 
the Monaftery, and there delivered to the Monks to be fafely kept. But he trou- bit mime/b. 
bled them not long, prefently after his fight ending his days, and in the South¬ 
ern Porch of the Weftern End. of the Church, was decently buried. 

Among i j. Thus cruelly was.poor Alfred dealt with, but ftill greater was the cruelty, 

whom Alfred if itwas procured and ulheredin by the treachery and forgery of Harold, who 
is kill'd by the i as Encomium of Emma (the Authour whereof feems to have lived about 

Treachery of th(jfe times ^ g - ves us the Relation, on purpofe to get thofe young Princes into his 
Hands, counterfeited a Letter as written by their Mother. “ Herein perfonating 
“her, Hie chides them gently for their delay in looking after their own concern- 
“ ments, feeing they could not but know, that it procured the dayly confirming 
“ of the Ufurper in his Power, who omitted no Arts whatfoever to gain the chief 
“ Nobility to his Party. He aflures them yet that the Englifb Nation had much 
. “ rather that one of them Ihould be their King,and in conclufion, defires they would 
“ come as fpeedily and privately as they could to confult with her what courfe 
“ was to be taken. The Letter was conveyed by arfuborned Meflenger, who by 
prefents fent'as from their Mother, and by his infinuations plaid his part fo well, 
that the truth of the Meflage was not doubted of. Now fome Hiftorians fay, that mfinghtm. 
the better to conceal themlelves, they came into England feveral ways. Others *» Modigm. 
fay, that Alfred onely Arrived, and that Edward with forty Sail of well man-^ ^4. 
ned Ships came to Southampton, where he found the Coaft guarded with Soul- 
. diers to prevent his Landing. He adventured to fight, and that with good fuccefs, 
but finding himfelf too flenderly provided to march up into the Countrey, and 
Conquer the Kingdom, with much Booty he Sailed back into Normandy. In¬ 
deed, confidering that Alfred onely was taken, thefe Relations feem nearer to 
truth, and that Alfred with a few Ships, and not many Men Landing in Kent, 

He baniiheth fell into the Snares laid for him by Ea.x\ Godwin. The Children being thus difpo- 
Emma. fed 0 f, the Mother he thought fit not to fuller here to remain, but prefently after 
banifhed her the Kingdom, though Winter was begun, lhe retired riot into Nor¬ 
mandy, becaufe, as fome alledge, Duke William, the bafe Son of her Nephew Robert , 
was then brought up in the French Court, and fome add what may be more im¬ 
probable, that her Son Edward was then gone into Hungary to confult with his 
Coufin Edward, Sirnamed the Outlaw, whom as we laid, Cmte had? baoiffied 
thither. She went ftreight for Flanders , where lhe was courteoufly received 
by Ejiri Baldwin, who pitying the Cafe of a diftrefled Lady and Queen, 
ailigncd her Bruges, to dwell at, and munificently provided, for her all the :• 
time lhe there ftaid; ■ ' ' , 
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—- - After two years file was vifited by her Son .HmWeout of Dammk and 

Sedt 11 . 4 - . i t-ViemCeives as well as they could with hopes of better Fortune, 

^ «km. or thatthe Uforpcr would by 

feme other mans end either Es days or his Reign, in which they woe not 

™* i gtL&s'«hSed th by ii p^t wtTip:; 

^7J^ d “;;/^X e ngdylriti that he ^*^““§62* 

Kanlfurely hai?y£th« Cr S , "lrl“r« he Abft JSSfrl 

his Fatlier Cm* (but.others V&gjfg"* to J^ 
was altoaether carelefs bdth as to matters ot War n ■ » Jl ^ rot -i 1pr £t contrafu. 
S. Will, and what was 

to goe on foot than ride, whence for th S , ■MAkilitvwith which now theW^m/w 
waf called Aforafi/ He atRragwf wh^hi Mother! 'fu'm&im 

Londoners joined, fent mell g , Crown as his Right. Hereupon he haf- eijumbatM 

**m £//"=»'• 

fucceeds, , k urth the Pa pblagonian Emperour of Constantinople, the lecond oj f***? 1 ™ 

lS^4«dl!«y^| 

ctdidon, or tl/place he ba« but made them ^ges^y - ^. & . 

whole Body he » b 

SESf by 4Wr Archbilhop of n* “ ? »andothers, the Had 
/«</. both it and the Trunk to be caft firft into a Ditch or wivy, ana u c 

E where being caught in a Fifhermans Net, it was by tome of,his Relations . f 
Thames, where Deing e g 0 f the £>*»«, which conftantTra- ^ wi 

conveyed to land and buried m y b p 0 f St. cfowe#* without Tem-fmnamfi- 

pTlr, hTwlich deferve^deprived 3KS* 

but then again within a year, wa S . j a Gaily excellently rigged, effete 

Jiiiiwr* SlTSfailfe 3»U5i. 

‘—“US 


f . jry pftptfhire Meri flew two called Feadar and Turjlan, having fled into a omn ,. s 
of the Worcefterjhire M Hardecnute exceedingly incenfed fit Province 

«todLT I m“rL^r Dn'keof the of the^ S i> 

tS^’WoftheLrWri^ 

h7l«ndt” the SJi eymen fhSg for themfelvesevery way as they could, 
and the Citizens betaking themfelves to a little Ifland in the Severn called Beve- 
i * u fUf.f-sfiprl nnrl ftoutlv flood upon their Guard till their Oppofcrs 

3 &« 

yetwas notdoM till on the fifth day the City, being burnt the Army retreated 
B..UBM Joaded withPlunder. 

Edward and fa Gall and evacuated his ill humours) began to be i good l naturn. tor inomy 
Gutthuda his f h kind entertainment to Edward his Brother, the Son x>f Ethelred and 
Mer ‘ Emma Ihonow returned after a tedious exile in forfnandy Tohis farther com- 
' mendation he took good care of his Sifter Gunhilda or Gmildis preferring her to 
be the Wife of Henfy the German Emperour. She was a Lady of admirable beau¬ 
ty and i n her Father’s time had in vain been courted by feveral Lovers. Her 
Brother fet her forth with all the pomp imaginable, the Nobility both accompa¬ 
nying her to the Ship,. and. contributing to the Expencesas_ much as. every one 
could bear, befides what the Ring’s Exchequer could furmih. But Cbvetoufnefs 
was not his crime in extravagant Expences, efpecially in Feaftmg he much de¬ 
lighted. Four Meals a day he allowed in his Court, which Huntingdon attributes 
to Ids bounty, rather, he faith, defiring that Meat fhould be takenaway untouched 
from fuch as were invited, than that fuch as were not invited fhould complain for 
want of Vi&uals: whereas the cuftome of pur time is, either out of Covetouf- 
nefs or fas they pretend) becaufe they cannot eat, for. great men,to allow their 
Followers' but one Meal a day. As Hardecnute lived fo he died m his beloved 
trade of feaftins at Lamletbzt a Wedding, which with great pomp and Luxury 
a Fekft. ieS “ wasfolemnized^etwixt Tovy firnamed Frudan, a Danijb Nobleman, and Gitba the 
iSmTofgodClap^ great Lord ajfo of that Nation. As he was very jolly 
and merry, Caroufing it with the Bride and fomeofthe Company, he fell down 
fpeechlef^ and died on the eighth of June in the flower of his Age, when he had 

rC1 f ^SuchwasSend of this difTolute young man by that Vice which was but 
too familiar to the Danijb Nation, to the cruelty of which before they got PoffeP 
fionof the Land, when they were once fecure and at theuea &“S 
and Drunkennefs fucceeded. But as he exceeded all of them m this kind, lo 
though he was born in England, and- upon that Account might bavebeenad- 
diifted to the Inhabitants and Cuftoms^of. this Countrey, > et 
with their humour did'he bear moft afFedion to them ; nay, fuftered them moft 
The panes infolently to domineer over the Englijh. M Incafe aT^met • 

i°TTr r “ .upon a Bridge,, the Englijb man durft not ftir a foot till the Dane was pal- j 
**** « fed over' If an Englijb man when z Dane paffed by did not bow the Head in 
« an humble mannerf his head, fhould be broken, or for his Clowndhnefs he 
« fhould be foundly Baftinado’d. If Henry de Knyghton the Canon of Leicejter Editioms Bee. 
may be credited, tWHardecmte .fo.farinereafed this Infolence, that upon every ugfm. 
Englijb Family he impofed a Dane ^ their Lord and Governour, whence fome 
have believed that the word Xor^w came, which Signifies % Lubberly Idle 
Fellow. Thefe Danes received into their Houfes, ravifhed their Wives, deflou- 
red their Daughters and their Maids Without controll; and many other Villanies 
. they committed to put Affronts and difgirace upon the Englijb Nation- ^The 
fame Crimes, --via. Luxury and Efleminatenefs, of which the Englijb formerly 
were guilty, and :which procured their Rule and Domination over , them, Were 
now come to an height-intheDaww, and.a& in.'all ; great changes of Ringdomsand 
States procured their Rhine here; and: made; way for another Revolution. Not 
that the Englijb were grown vertuous and good, for they were ftiU fek of fuch 
Diftempers, as within a few years procured-the utter deftrudion of .their Empire, 
as we lhallfee hereafter; butDefpair and Neceflity are:powerfull Motives, fuch 
• ‘ R k a as 
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as will make even the Lame man to find his Legs, and the Coward to grow va¬ 
liant Not able to bear the continual Indignities arid burthen put upon them, 
they’took this opportunity to lhake off the yoak, reaflumed fome Courage and 
fathered together (faith mine Authour) a great Army, which was called 
neher from one Home who firft gave the Advice arid was their Captain in the 
Enterprize. Many Danes they flew, and the reft they banilhed out of England ., 

But at length ( ... e f h as t h ey had moft caufe to be angry with, for that Multitudes had 
Sba°S(h. imbodied themfelves with the Englijb Nation and ftill continued, efpecially in 
cJ. the Eaftern and Northern parts is evident enough) whither they never after¬ 

wards returned, when they had here tyrannized by times for above two hun¬ 
dred and fifty years, and of thefe been poflefled of the Supreme Power or Roy¬ 
alty, twenty fix. 


S E C T. XII. 


Tbe Monarchy of tbs Rnglifi Saxons reftored in Britain. 
From the Fromotion of Edward the Son of Ethelred, 
(afterward fmarned the Confeffour) to the Death of 
Harold the lafl King of the Englilh Race, the final 
Feriod of the Englijh Saxon Empire, and. the Conpejl 
of England by Duke William the Norman. 


the fpace of two and twenty rears. Six Months, and odd Days. 

o i ^TpHe Englijb being rid of the Danes, refolved to have no King but of 
’ I their own Native Race, and.having fo good an opportunity to difcharge 
their Refolution, byreafon that Hardicnute died Childlefs, agreed to pitch upon 
one of the Pofterity of their late King Ethelred. The generality of Hiftorians 
concur as to EdwardtisSon by Emma, that their eyes were fixed upon him, yet 
Henry of Huntingdon tells.a Story of Alfred his Brother, as if he were lull alive 
in Normandy, and was nowfentfor by the Nobility, whom the concurrent Te- 
ftimony of others affirms to have been before this blinded and imprifoned in the 
r , , h1ade jfle of Ely. Moft of our Writers will-have Edward, preferred by the means and m; _ 
k t by .he ' procurement of Earl Godwin especially, yetfome others tefra Tale, that. Godwin ^ 
afliftance of f or f ear oflife, as Confcious of what he was guilty, of in reference to tne Relati- Fromm. 
Earl Goeirnn. ^ Edward was fte&mto Denmark and returnedmot till he was owned fts King, 
and held a Parliament in the City of London,, by Mediation whereof;he obtained 
pardon. But in this cafe we have beft. reafon to truft to.the;* Teftiinonyof Jo- 
vulphus, who himfelf lived in this Edward's days, and writes exprefly Jhat mS [ umE i e aiof 
Promotion happened by the Advice and Perfwafionof /EarizQfc/ww. William™ 
Malmesbury after him, the. Authour ofrmoft credit,, givesus the Relation m tins » 

manner; Hardicnute being dead, Edward was at* a great lois in. hortante God- 

knowing what way to turn him, or whaticourfe to take, but at lafty-refolved. to mm emu, 
caft himlelf opon the Counfel and Fidelity of Earl Ww/« y whbbeing fenttpfor 
a friendly Conference for fome time flu&uated in his thoughtswhether -m 
own him or not, but at length was content! to- {peak withihira. “ Edward^&r rm * • • 
“ ting Accefs, was about to fall at his feet, which whert he would not Inker, ' 

“ he told -him the fad Story of his Brother Hardicnut.&s death, and with, great 
“ Promifes craves his afliftence for his fafe retumdnta Normandy. ,GMwin fgyv> 

- him 
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“ him this u nexpedled ahfwer, that he had better live glorioufly a King in Eng- j 
“ land, than dye ignominioufly inExile,* that the Crown did of right belong to 
_ “ him, as the Son of Ethelred and Nephew of Edgar, one who was of ripe Age, 

' <c inured to Labour, and who had learnt by experience how to order publick Af- 
“ fairs with Juftipe, and had been taught by his own late aftli&ions how to re- 
“ move and prevent the miferies of his People. To bring this about there would 
be no obftacle, for if he would but truft him, he Ihould find that his Intereft was 
very great in the Land. He told him that Fortune would be favourable to his In¬ 
clinations, which way foever they tended, and if he took it upon him he was 
fure there would be none to contradict. On condition he would eftablilli a fall 
Friendiliip with him and his Houfe, prefer his Sons, and marry his Daughter, he 
Ihould Ihortly fee himfelf a King, who now as one Shipwrackt in his fortunes, 
and a Man Banilhed from all Expectations, implored the help of another 
Perfon. 

z. Edwards Cafe at this time was fuch, as not to rejedl fo fair Propofalsj but 
agree to every, thing, and comply with the ftate and condition of the times, 
whatfoever he required he promifed by Oath. Godwin was a Man fitted by Na¬ 
ture for managing fuch aBufmefs, having a veryfmooth and pldalant Tongue, 
fo copious and eloquent, that he could work upon the afleCtions of the People, 
infinuate whatfoever he defired, and draw them with eafe to any thing, which 
he could but defign. He procures a Council to be fummoned to Gillingham, 

(fome Copies have it London ) and there fome he perfwades by his own Autho¬ 
rity, fome by promifes, and others inclined before to favour Edwards Caufe, he 
fully brings over to his Party, the reft that made oppofition, were overpowered 
at prefent, difgraced, and afterward hurried out of the Land. On Eafler day. 

Who is which this year fell on the third of April, he was Crowned at Wincbejler by the 
mncllfler. two Archbilhops, Edfi of Canterbury, and Alfric of fork, aflifted with other Pre¬ 
lates, of whom, Living Bilhop of Worcefier, contributed very much to the bring¬ 
ing about this defign. Thus was the Empire of the Englijh reftored to the En¬ 
glijh Royal Bloud, and the People fo unexpectedly delivered from the D.nijh Ti- 
ranny, were exceedingly fatisfied, yet ftill making a way for another Revolution, 
which they little imagined to be fo near. Betwixt the Death of Hardicnute and 
the Coronation of- Edward, intervened about ten Months, the one happening in 
June, and the other in April following, fo that this alteration required fome con¬ 
siderable time, and probably found as confiderable oppofition, notwithftanding the 
great power of Earl Godwin. This Promotion of Edward, if we reckon no biter* 
regnum , and begin his Reign where Hardicnute s ended, fell out in the firft year of 
Conflantinus Monomaclm, Emperour of Conjlantinople, the fourth of Henrigus Ni¬ 
ger the German Emperour, in the year pf our Lord, MXLII. But if we reckon 
trom his Coronation, his beginning is to be fetcht from the year next fol¬ 
lowing. 

3. Edward tbe creature of Godwin, after his Advancement, conformed himfelf 
Hefeizes on - Wholly to his Dictates and Advice. The firft .thing he did, was to feize on the 
Ws Mothers Treafore of his Mother Emma, then at IVineheJler. The Caufe pretended was,. 

Treafure. that (lie had been harffifco him in the time of his banilhment and neceffities- 

a,nd indeed, The is thought to have born no great affeeftion, either to Ethelred. or * 

. his Cjhildr^n j b ut Godwin henyever feemsto have been the Inftiller of this Indig- 
natipn intp ) the King’s mind, bearing her malice for concerning her felf about the 
crupfty eyercifed toward her Son Alfred. Simpon writes exprefly, that Edward 
did ft by advice pf Leofric, Godwin an^d Giward, who accompanied him from 
Glawom or Glocefier to Winchefler, where coming on her at unawares, he took 
; away frpm her yvhatfoever Gold, Silver or Jewels Ihe had then about her,- to 
-.whichRelation, Matthew pf Weftminjler adds, ,that he.yet commanded that /he 
fliould be. fupplied with Neceflaries, and be free from all farther difturbance, 
which how far it was obferved, we fliall fee anon. But whatever his A&ions 
toward? >his Mpther, Godwiti would takppare he fliould deal fairly with him, 

. IP.the m^rri^ge of hi? Raugliter Ed\tha or Egitha, which about this time he procu- 
And marries red to be.Splemni^ed.The Lady indeed for hpr perfections,both inward and outward, 

Daughter. • a - fo that was not the particular wherein this Earl impofed 

on him. .HeEPin .we m^y give credit to Ingylphus the Abbot, who knew her very 
well, and toftiftes t-hat flie w^s moft beautflull, moftchafte and vertuous, efpeci- 
- Any humble, j^d very well lpen in humane Learning, favouring nothing of the 
rudenefs either, of her father or Brothers, but mild, modeft, faithfull and. ho- 
neft, never doing any ill Offices, fo that it became a Proverb, that as aThompro¬ 
duces 
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Tltofe, fi Godwin toft ^ urt S th h le W m«hef‘^^“and'fce ‘ $1" 
to fee his Father, then living a Court ” mmar and i ogick; wherein % 

ilie would ol der her Maid to gw y . d ^ but though lhe did 

£Si-SK“»—-1 #9-« “» - ■■**- 

He banilhei any eminent Perlons ot tlie f ^ r Ring 0 f tbe Vandals fay fome) and i°44-^«- 
TW niihed G*>hiUa, the D au B h tetofl^« ?e ™(King ^ 

^/^We^Lofd^nhe^Countrcy^Now .SrLmTfent Ins Ambaits to Mg 
SSS -5 S ™ uch a ^ as he W£ 
when he was in danger. <W«» to tor lupp^mg “ m fi and Amb; 4 n of 

“ “‘“riTitahi ^ei done tafathe oppofition of Earl Uofri, and 
T d t SiSfafer the King iliould fit ftill and be a looker on than per- 

3^^n5SSaSSfiS 

lh °f d Andt\eirCounfeniad tteefFed^that as Magnus during his Life CaUw^ch 
he enjoyed the Kingdom of Denmark ) offered no more to attempt any hungup 
3w fo Harold Harvager his Uncle and Succeffour affoon as he came 

to the^Crown fent Ambaffadours to Edward \ and raa . d ® fl nd L feSy whenwith- 
with him. Thus above ground there was nothing but quiet and ferem^wben vv« 

sa^W»^SS5SSw . 

SSSf»«heEari ^^^g^g^^S^***"**** 

ofr "*'- feS o y ;ffifthimb y Landedleft^Ai.fhouldefcape by ^ B, <-* 

King of £®W to feure the Coafts, which he did, lyuigfo. long w dhteFKe 

before the Port of taM* tUl he had <* nl *„ofS 6 “^ 
made betwixt them. In the mean time Swane the Son of Earl Godwin 
fome make Earl of Berkshire, Oxfordjhire and G/orj/^r/^zre.hayig my 
been banilhed, or at leaftleft the Land, for having detaniAM the AbWs 
of Ckjler whom he tvould have married, eamc backfrom Demart h 

fliios pretending a great defire to be reconciled to the King, ueonww » 

icSrdTng 5 £?. 

ddy went witMiim^ttenS^onely^by £ Servant, but he having brou^t 
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" him to Bofenham where his iliips lay at Anchour, and having carried him aboard Sect, i 

caufed him firft to be bound fall, and keeping him till he came to Dertmoutb , 
tliere he murthered him, which done he call his Body into a deep Ditch, and co¬ 
vered it with abundance of Earth. Six of Swane’s fliips the Inhabitants of Haft 
tints took, and killing all the Men they found aboard them, carried them to 
Sandwich to the King. With the other two he fled into Flanders where he conti¬ 
nued till fuch time as AldredB ilhop of Worcefter brought him back and reconci¬ 
led him, for all this, to the gentle King. . 

d. Crimes of this nature were at this time but too common and too little pu* 
niflied, fuch was the wickednefs of the Englijb Nation which now fell again into 
fecurity,though the late dreadfull Rod was but juft removal from their backs. Nay . 
it was at this very time again, as it were fliaken over them. For Ofgod Clapa being 
it feems banilhed with his Wife as well as other Danes, had got together nine 
and twenty fliips, with fix of which taking his Wife from Bruges he failed into 
Denmark, the reft went to the Coafts of£/<?*,where doing very much harm in their 
return they were feized with a mighty Tempeft, and loft but two, which being 
driven into foreign parts were feized, and the men put to the Sword. But not 
The Sea-coaft onely were they put in mind hereby of the Danijh Cruelties more lately practifed, 

■ninfefted by b ut by fomething then happened on the other fide of thelflandof the old Devaf- 
tations made upon thefe parts by the Irijh Scots , but here was the difference, that 
whereas formerly the Britains were fufferers, now they were become Adtours 
with them. For, as Florent of Worcefter writes, this fame year in the Month of 
Augud, certain Pirates from Ireland with thirty fix fliips entring the Mouth of the 
River Severn, landed at a place called Wilefceaxen , ’where joyning with Griffin 
King of Southwales, they foraged the Countrey and did fome mifehief. Then he 
at the head of them palled the River Weage, they burnt Dunedbam, and 
flew all the People they could find, the Alarm being now taken by the adjoy- 
ning Parts, Aldred Bilhop of Worcefter with fome Glocefter and Herefordjbire 
men halted againft them, but certain Weljh men that they had with them fent 
privately to Griffin, and gave him notice when he might molt conveniently fall 
upon the Englijh , and he taking the opportunity together with the Irijh Pirates 
fell accordingly upon them early in the Morning and killed many, the reft ma- 
The Tax of kins their e ( cape< xhe next year that followed but one, King Edward to com- ingnipbus. 
3 by L. fort and relieve his People, forely vexed with a Famine of which many thoufands 
died, took off the Tax of Eighty thoufand Pound, formerly impofed by his Father, 
and called Danegeld ,, which had lain heavy on them for eight and thirty years. But 
as this effedt of his good nature to them, tended much to their eafe and conve¬ 
nience, fo other Adts of his kindnefs to Strangers this very year, proved of ill 
confequence unto the whole Nation. . ■ ■ 

7. Euftace Earl of Boloign Father to Godfrey and Baldmjt who. were afterward VideMalmesb. 
He is kind to ^ings of Jerufalem , and King Edward’s Brother-in-Law : by, a Marriage with his 
takers. Sifter 6o( [ a > from wfotfwj f a q ec i over t0 Dover, and having had conlerence with D *k 

the King ahout fome affair of confequence, and returning'back in the month of Am. mli. 
September , one of his Harbingers at Canterbury was fo rude with a Townfman in 
feeking for Lodgings, that he provoked him to kill him in heat of Anger, ftuftace 
inraged hereat with all his Company, halted to revenge his Servants deaths and 
killed him that had flain him with other eighteen ofhjs Cotup^hy; but thereupon 
the Citizens rifing fell upon, him and his men, whereof one and' twenty they 
flew, and wounded many others, he himfelf hardly efeaping with oneTqllower 
from the Tumult. To Court he polls with great Clamour, and aflifted by fome 
of his own Party, greatly incenfes the^ l^ing againft fhofo of Canterbury. Earl 
Godwin is fent for and commanded with all 'fpeed' 'to |»arcK widi%- ^niy ‘and 
punilh the Offenders. He on the contrary affrms, that. no man is to-be condem¬ 
ned before he be heard, and frets that the King fliould; fhvqur all Strangers more 
than his own Subjects, for many of them he had preferred to greaiplaces, and 
truft in the Englijh Church and State ; one Robert a Fjopwan latefy Bimop of Lon¬ 
don hd* had made Archbifliop of Canterbury ? and anqtfer of that Cpuntrey^ cal¬ 
led William , he had promoted to the See of pmdotffyYjjrfb thing ei:a|pgrated die *: 
Englijh againft the Normans. Being ’ bached by fpigierothers thap: loved their 
Countrey, he urged that the chief A&purs ui tpe ^ tgorders were^ft. tp be 
lent for and fairly tried • in cafe they were found Innocent to Be difinulwi. but if 
culpable to be fined, or undergoe fompcofp.oral Puniflihientr.fqr die.breacfiof the 
King’s Peace, and the Violence and ^bht'they h^ oyeredto theEarl.^^ JHe far¬ 
ther put him in mind, that it was his pprt to protect hjjs People,' and not condemn 

. . them 
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SpTTTTtl^etn without due^procefs. In conclufion,~the thingherefufed to doe, not eflee- 
2 ‘ mine the King’s Anger which he thought would be but a fit; \m Edward dif- 
pleald with his refull, and farther egged on to revenge calledIan ATembly of 
Godwin and all the Nobility at Glocefier, that the matter mightbe therein 
hi* Sons take No bility was prefent or few excepted, onely Godwin and nis Sons appeared not, 
upArmi. fl.fneAins that the Nobility were too much of the Rings humour, but Armed rwacr.. 

themfelves, Godmn railing Forces out of his Earldom, containing .f as Smmm**. 
writes) Kent, Southfcx and W'ftfi* ; his Eldeh Son Swane out ot hit which 
comprifed Oxfordjhire, Glocejlerfhire, Hereford{bire, Smerfitjhrt ' * 

and Harold his Youngeft Son out of his County, wherein Effex, Eaft England, A»~, 
the Shires of Huntingdon and Cambridge were included. , 

8 They took up their (Quarters at Beverftan, and gave out that they Armed An giu n»n 
againft the Weljh who defining mifehief againft the, King had fortified a 3 
place in Herefordjhire , where Smne the Son of Godwin then lay Incamped under ^ prc . iih 
that pretence/ Butth eWelJh havingfome notice of the Device prevented it by & 
clearing themfelves at Court, where Godwin and his Sons were rendredfo odious, 
that the King’s Army was expefted to March againft them. And Toward had 
fent to Leofric Earl of Mercia, and Sywardoi Northumberland to come and fuc- 
cour him in his extremity with all the Power they could raife. They at firft 
came but with a few; but fending afterwards throughout r 
mands,got together in a little time great Forces,with which Rodufoh the KingsNe- 
Siew by his 8 Sifter Goda , and her former Husband Walter de Maunt joyned 
himfelf though with fmall expectation, for being Earl of Hereford but a very 
Coward, he had turned (as we lhall fee) his back of the Weljh Men, and left his 
County with the City and the Bifliop in it to their Sword and Fire, and they 
had done greater mifehief if Harolds not by his mduftry and valour timely 
prevented It. Godwin and his Sons in the mean time proceed into GlocefierJhtre, 
and Incamped themfelves at a,place then called Langtreo, whence they fend to 
the King then lying at Glocefier , and demand Earl Euftace 'andhis Company,to¬ 
gether with fuch Normans and Bulloignois as held theCaftle at Canterbury to be 
given up into their hands, upon refufal denouncing War. The King was very 
much difeompofed attheMeflage, not knowingwhat courfe to take; but when he 
underftood that the Forces of Leofric SywardmA Rodulph were on then March, 
he flatly refufed to give them up, and with that Anfwer fent back the Meilen 
ger. They were fcarce gone when the Armies came to Glocefier fo inraged m 
the King had much adofe tp keep them from going out immediately to engage 
Godwin. Now Leofric arid others of the wifer fort fenoufly confidering the fad 
confequences of a Civil War perfwaded the King to come to a Treaty, of whic 
there was the more hopes becaufe Godwin had given order tc >1mSam n°t_tofall 
on firft, but defend themfelves in cafe they were attacked by the Kmg s Forces. 

They brought the Parties to this Accord, that Hoftages Ihould be given^on 
both Tides fand die whole matter referred to a farther Debate to be held at 

L °*9. The King hereupon encreafes his Army by Leavies in Mercia an^toj- 
berland\ and up to London he comes ; Godwin alfo having done the Wfc ffl Weft- 
fex comes up to Southwark. “ Here his Son Swane to appeafe the Bing . an^r 
« is commanded to be gone, Godwin and Harold to appear before the Corned 
“ unarmed and accompanied onely with twelve Attendants, and to give up all 
“ their Forces into the Hands of the King. They pleaded they could not gne 
« up themfelves into the Hands of their Adverfanes without fufficient caution 
“ and fecurity, otherwife they were ready to furrender their forces, and doe 
“ things elfe the King Commanded which were confiftent with their Honour and 

“ Safety; but to come unarmed was to hazard their Lives, and but with twe 
“ Followers their Reputation. The King by this Anfiver was farther exap in fm 

ted, and thereupon an Edid was publilhed by confent of the Council and A 
my that they fhould quit the Land in five days. His Souldiers it fee ™ s fe = | ««* nmim. 

, u theIflue began to drop away from him and his numberstoleflen, as conclud pfinfiiiihmf 
Whoadength f afeft to give way to the times, he departed with his Wife Gytha , and his q , }inqM am 
SSn* fhr«s"« B V^nd Tofi, into Banded to Earl Baldwin whofe Daughter g g* 
Judith his Son Tofii had Married; with as much Treafure as the Ship could car- sim;0 
xy, Harold and Leofivin his other Sons went to Briftol where- taking a Ship,W. 
that their Brother Swane had provided for himfelf they failed into Ireland. Ha¬ 
rold’ s : Earldom was conferred on Elgar the Son of Leofric an Induftrious Man 
who as willingly afterward furrendred it to him again as now he received it 


Chap. II. 
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' And tiie King flill purfuing his Indignation deprived Edgytha his Wife of all her Sect. 12. 

Jewels and Treafure, and putting her away fent her with one onely attendant to 
Wakewell or Warewell to be there kept in cuftody by the Abbefs his Sifter. The JggJ* 
Enemy thus gone, William the Earl (as they call him) or Duke of Normandy W . mwe { u 
wniim Duke with many of his Normans comes over into England , where he and his are libe- Simemi. 
of Xormandy rally Feafted,all other ways nobly entertained, being after fome time as richly pre- 
viiits Edward. ^ ente j return home, after they had been moft imprudently led up and down ci p ienJt & A . 

to Caftles and Forts, and lliewed the whole ftrength of the Nation and what li^andtu fi- 
elfe, after fome little time was to be their own. Although, as the Abbat Ingul- 2 ” c/ 
phus writes, there was no hope as yet of Succefiion in the Kingdom, at leal! no cafieiu regia 
mention made of it betwixt the King and the Duke; tZndil'L 

10. The year following * Emma the Kings Mother Died, and was Buried at humanimem 
Emma the Winchefter ; we have faid before how ill lhe was treated by her Son, who under exhibem, t.m- 
King’sMother p retence 0 f her harflmefs to him in his Adverfity took away from her all her zZtumlm- 
Dies ' Treafure. She had feveral Enemies which incenfed him againft her, but efpecially ner ,bus ad 
Robert the Norman whom he had firft made Biihop of London, and then Archbi- fnpmt dimi- 
Jliop of Canterbury , who accufed her of being too familiar with Alwin mem 

oi Wincbefier: Hereupon file was fent to the Abby of Werewell having firft all Kegni fpes ad- 
ili'e had taken from her; and the Biihop was committed to Prifon, Robert crying 
out that fuch villany was not to go unpunilhed, left it fhould be an encourage- inter cos fuit. 
ment to others to doe the like. She being kept not very ftri&ly wrote to all the * simemi ei- 
Bifliops of England whom fhe knew to be her Friends, profefiing that fhe was J”; 
more troubled at the difgrace offered to the Biihop than at her own infamy, and Kr Evidential 
that file was ready to clear his innocency by paffing, after the manner of Ord- Ecekfucbrif- 
The manner eale, over red hot Iron. The Bifhops hereupon met, and had eafily brought the 
of Tryai by j^g to p Ut u p t h e bufinefs but that Robert oppofed them. He demanded of his na YmmalS 
r ea e ' Brethren how they durft take upon them to defend that Wild Beaft and not a ^ nena rmma - 
Woman which had defamed the King her Son, and that had called her uncon- fius^SaxoX 
ftant Lover, The Anointed of the Lord. “ Butloe (faid he) this Wom^in will busveiDams 
“ purge the Bifliop, but who lhall purge her that confented to the Death of her El fi. iva - 
“ Son Alfred, and prepared Poyfon for his Brother Edward ? But be it fothat 
. “ file may prevail above the condition of her Sex, If fo be fhe will pafs bare* 

“ foot over nine red hot Plowfhares, four ftedy paces for her felf, and five for the 
“ Bifliop, let her pafs for Innocent. The day for Tryai is appointed, which 
come, the.King and all the Bifhops, Robert excepted, are prefent : fhe having the 
night before earneftly invoked the Afliftence of St. Swithin at his Tomb, when 
the time came, pafled unhurt over the Plowfhares to the great joy of her felf 
and all the Beholders, as alfo of the King that fhe had fo purged herfelf, though 
to his great forrow that he had been fo credulous as to admit thofe Calumnies - 
againft his own Mother, whofe pardon he begged, as alfo that of the Bifliop, 
and received Penance from them on his bare Back, as fome interpret it. But 


Emma for fo great a deliverance gave to St. Swithin nine Manors, and as many 
gave the Biihop , the Innocence of them both being hereby cleared : moreover 
the King is faid to have bellowed on the Church of Winchester the Ifle of Port¬ 
land and other Pofleffions. The fubftance of this Story is delivered both by 
John Bromton and Henry de Knighton , and Harpsfield hath enlarged it with fome 
circumftances. But Ancienter Authours, as Malmesbury and others, fay nothing 
of it; and that which follows fpoils all, •viz. that Robert (whom fome will have 
Bifhop, and others Archbifhop, at this time) fled out of the Land, whereas he 
continued in the Kingdom longer, as we lhall fee, and fled out of England upon 
another occafion. 


ii. This fame year wherein Emma Died, Griffin the Weljh King made an In- 
rode into Herefordjhire , and wafted a great part of the Countrey, againft whom 
the Inhabitants arofe, and the Normans that held theCaftle of Hereford blued 
out and gave him Battel, but were defeated, and he returned home with great 
Godwin and Booty. Not long after Harold and Leofwin the Sons of Earl Godwin returning 
hjs Sons re- out of Ireland pafled with many Veflels up the River Severn, and landing in 
mrmng. t h e Counties of Somerfet and Dorfet there they fpoiled many Villages, and wheel 
out of Devonjhire and Somerfet many went out againft them they routed them, 
and having flain thirty principal Officers, befides many of the ordinary fort, 
returned with much Booty to their Ships. King Edward alarmed with the noife, 
and expe&ing Earl Godwin was not far off, difpatched away forty Ships very 
well furnifhed into Sandwich Road to prevent his landing, but for all that he 
made a fliift to come afhore undifeovered in Kent, whence he fent Meflengers 

L1 round 
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to "round about, and drew into his Party firft the Inhabitants of Canterbury who 
owned him as a Sufferer for their fakes, then thofe of Sufex, Efex, Surry, all the 
Mariners or Boat-men Q Buthfecarlas Simeon calls them ) of Haftings , and 0- 
thers of thefe Maritime Parts, who promifed to live and dye with him. The 
Fleet having notice of his landing fome were font to purlue him, but he ftill con- 
cealed himfelf; they returned to Sandwich, whence they fhortly after came up 
to London. Godwin then went to the Me of Wight , and coafled about till he met 
with his Sons Harold and Leofwin who joyned their Ships with his, which done 
they yet forbore all Hoftilities, onely made bold with Victuals and other necef- 
faries. On the Coaftsand elfewhere by fair means they drew as many Men to 
them as they could, efpecially Seamen, and fo made lor Sandwich Road, where 
no fooner they were arrived but the News thereof flew to London, and lb ftart- 
led them at Court, that command went out from the King to all his loving Sub¬ 
jects to hahe and help him in a time of fo great neceflity. 

ii. Yet they delayed fo long that Godwin had leifure enough to pals up the 
Thames as far as Southwark, where lying for a Tide he fpent the time in confer¬ 
ring with the Londoners , whom he procured to doe whatfoever he defigned. 

It being Hi°h Water he advanced farther, and no oppofition being made upon the 
Bridge, rowed up by the Southern Bank till fuch time as he met with his Land 
Army, which he formed into a Battalia terrible for thofe on the other fide to 
look on ; and his Navy now he directed toward the King’s Gallies, flipping his 
Men and* making all things ready to follow. Edward by this time on Middle¬ 
sex fide had got together a competent Force, and all lookers on expected an 
Ingagement, but the Souldiers on both Tides agreed in this, that they were un¬ 
willing to light Englijh againit Englijh ,^hich gave the wifer fort an opportunity ol 
mediating a Peace, by virtue of which the two Armies were fpeedily Difbanded. 

Arereftoied The conditions of it were, that Godwin, his Wife and Sons were reftored to 
to rheirEitates t [ )e j r f orme r honours and Ellates, all except Swane, who as a Penance for murrhe- 
and Honours. his Cou f, n Beom had undertaken a Pilgrimage bare-foot and bare-leg from 
Flanders to Jerufalem, and in his return Died of a Cold he had got in Lycia. The 
Kino- receives Editha his Wife the Earl’s Daughter to her former Dignity ; 

Riofit and Juftice is now promifed to all Men, and fuch Normans as had abufed 
Some of the Authority,and given him ill Council againft his good Subjects are Banilned the 

ST Ba ‘ Land. Some few, as Robert the Deacon, and Richard the Son of Scrob his Son- 
in-law, Alverede the King’s Groom, Axfrid firnamed Cookesfot , and fome others 
whom the King much favoured, and who had done no ill Offices, were permitted 
to (lav. But Robert the Archbilhop of Canterbury , William the Biihop of London, 
and Vlf the Biihop of Lincoln with their Followers hardly efcaped and got over 
Sea. Yet afterwards William being a good natur’d Man was permitted to re¬ 
turn. Ojbirne firnamed Pentecofi, and his Fellow Hugh furrender d their Cattles, 

[ and by leave of Earl Leofric palling through his Government into Scotland were 

there entertained by King Mackbeth. This fame year on St. Thomas’s Night hap¬ 
pened to great a Tempelt, that it overturned many Churches and Houles, and 
a great Tem- flnd tore up j-,y t h e Roots an innumerable quantity of Trees. 

12. The next year being the M. LIII of our Lord, Res the Brother of Griffin Smm. 

King of South Wales being taken Prifoner, as a Publick Enemy, for the many ^ ■ 

Infolencies he had committed, was by command of Edward put to death m a 
place called Bulendum, and his Head fent to the King then lying at Glocefier. This 
min iftred matter of difeourfe, but as little Noifes are fupprefl: by the greater, this 
was prefently quaihed by the Rumour and Talk about the death of Earl Godwin, 
which happened this fame year at Eafter. King Edward celebrating this Feaft at bitSi , mn) 
Winchefter, and Godwin , as his cuftome was, fitting at Table with him, was lud- „ hmi**- 
, „ denly feized with fo great a Ditlemper as ftruck him fpeechlefs, and made him ^ 

Godwin Dies. finc £ down f rom t j ie Seat on which he fate. His three Sons, Harold, Tojh : and 

Gyrth being prefent removed him into the King’s Chamber, hoping it was but a tudipA- 
Fit, and that he would fpeedily recover, but he lay in that languishing condition 
four days and dyed on the fifth, being the fifteenth of April, and was buried in wi¬ 
the old Monaftery. This is the account of his death, to which the Normans, and ncrcfikU 
luch as write in favour of them, add a Circumftance which much fliews either ; 2 
his guilt or their malice. It chanced at Table, that mention was made of Alfred 
the Brother of the King, who thereupon looked very fowerly upon Godwin. He 
to vindicate himfelf, told Edward, that he perceived how upon every mentioning 
of that Prince he look’d with a frowning Countenance upon him, But f laith hej 
let not God fuffer me to [wallow this Morjel, if 1 be guilty of any thing done, either^ 


Toward the taking away of his life, or againfi thine Intereft. After which words Sed. 12. 
{freight choakt with the Bit he had fwallowed, he funk immediately down and 
never recovered. A man of an adfive and turbulent Spirit, not tender Confc&n- 
ced in getting or keeping, and not to be excufcd ior his lo much medlmg and for- Ma¬ 

cing hxs Sovereign to what he lifted. But had he not been fo great a lover of his 
Countrey and an enemy to Stranger, thofe that wrote m the Norman times, and 
durftnot but write what would pleafe their Matters,would nave dumilledmm with- Amo Domini 
out this Story, and with a faker Charade.- than ufually they give him. Hisfirft £» 

Wife was the Sifter of Cmmte, which brought him a Son, who in 1 m Infancy 
mounting an Horle given him by his Grandfather, was carried into the Thames and menfa mis 
there drowned. The Mother was killed by Thunder, a Judgment which it was * ™ > 
believed fell upon her for her Cruelty, for llie made a great Trade of felling hand- teretur} m e 
fome Boys and Girls into Denmark. After her death he Married another Wife, foji muha fi- 
and by her had fix Sons, viz. Harold, Swane, Wined, todi, Gyrth and Leofwin 
His Earldom, fome fay his Dukedom, of Wejlfex was given to Ins Son Harold, ce iUm degiu- 
and the Earldom of Harold, viz. Efex, and the reft was conferred on Algar the 
Son of Leaf rid the Earl of Leicefler. , bucceiu guf- 

14. The next year, which was the M L 1 V of our Lord, was Sirnrd thatvali - uucontmub 
■ arit Earl of Northumberland fent with a great Body of Horfe, and a ftrong Fleet 
into Scotland, where he fought a Battel with Macbeth King of that Countrey, 
whom he defeated, having flain many of Us Scots, and fuel; Normans as we men¬ 
tioned to have gone over to him, and driving him quite away, made King in his 
Read Malcolm the Son of the King of Cumberland, according to the orders he had 
received from King Edward. But this Victory coft him dear, the lives of many , 
both Englifh and Danes, befides that of his own Son, of wliofc death when he 
heard he demanded whether he had received his Wound before or behind, and 
when it was anfwered before, he faid he was glad, and otherwife Ihould not have 
thought him, though his own Son, worthy of Burial. King Edward having fent. 
him into the North to fight, much about the fame time lent Aldred Biihop of 
■Worcefter mth. great Prelents, to treat with the Emperourof Germany about lend¬ 
ing for out of Hungary his Coufin Edward the Son of King Edmund Ironfide , and 
remitting him into England; for having no Ifllie of his own to fucceed him and 
the Sons of Godwin, being very poweriull, he took care for his neareft Kinfman, 
to whom the Crown of Right Ihould belong. But Siward the Duke of Northum¬ 
berland furvived his Yidory, and his Son not long, dying the year following at 
Tork, where he was buried in the Monaftery of St. Mary without the Walls, built 
by himfelf, as writes Ingulphus, though Simeon talks of his being Interred at a 
Monaftery called Galmanho of his own Eredion. The Archdeacon of Huntingdon , , 

Who gives him the Epithete of Conful Rigidlftmus, tells us his Difeafe was a Dyfen- 
tery, and that he was much grieved he ihould end is days in fuch a manner. Per¬ 
ceiving his death to'approach, he faid, “ How afhamed am 1 that 1 Jhould not die in 
“ fo many Battels , but thus to be referred to the Ignominious Death of Cowes. Put 
“ upon me my impenetrable Corjlet, gird me with my Sword, and fet my Helmet up- 
u on my Head; give me in my left hand my Buckler, in my right my guilded Sci- 
“ miter, that being a mofl valiant Souldier , like a Souldier / may die. So he 
faid, and as he faid he died in that honourable pofture he delired. His Son. 

Walteof being very young his Government was beftovved' on top the Son of 
Godwin. 


15. This fanle year King Edward in an Aflembly held at London , banilhed Earl 
Algar the Son of Leofric, without any caufe faith Simeon , but Huntingdon writes, 
that lie was in the Council coilvid of Treafon. Whether guilty or not, he thought 
himfelf fo aggrieved that he went over into Ireland, and there getting together a 
Fleet of eighteen Piratical Veflels,he therewith failed to Griffin King of the Weljb,< 
and defiired his Alfiftence againft King Edward.Griffin ready to fervehimin this par¬ 
ticular, raifed fpeedily great Forces, and joining with Algar invaded Herefordjhire, 
againft whom made Head as we formerly hinted Rodulph the Sifter’s Son of Ed¬ 
ward, one who defired rather to Eat than Fight, and meeting them fome two 
Miles from Hereford oil the four and twentieth of OUober, horfed all the Englijh 
contrary to their cuftome who were wont ever to fight on foot. But the Gen¬ 
tleman e'er the Fight was well begun, with ’his French and Normans firft began to 
run, which the Englijh feeing' thought it was no Ihame to follow their Leader, 
but in their flight four or five hundred of them were flain, and many wounded. 
Griffin and Algar encourage'd^hy. tbiisfijccefs entred Hereford, where they flew fe- 
ven Canons which would have maintained the great Door of the Principal 

Hz Church 













' iSo ffe Englifh Saxon Monarchy feftoredii Britain, Pa rtB, 

Se/f t o Church againft them, which done they burnt theMonaftery with all its Ornaments 
w^v-w*and Relicks, killed fome of their Towhfmeri, took Prifoners more, and haying 
plundred and burnt the City went their ways inriched with great fjpoil. Edward 
loundly alarmed with the noife hereof, commanded Forces to be railed throughout 
England, which meeting together at Glocefter he committed the Condud of them 
to Earl Harold , who Marching fpeedily into Wales mcamped himfelf beyond 
StraddaU where Griffin and Algar durft not look him in the Face, but knowing 
him to be a Man both of skillartd metal fairly betook themfelves into South Wales. 

He perceiving they were not to be reached, left there the greater part of his Men 
With orders to engage the Enemy if they could come at him, and with the reft 
returned to Hereford, which he fortified all ways poffible; during which em¬ 
ployment of his the two Captains thinking it bell to obtain Peace fend their 
Meflengers and procure a meeting at a place called Byligefleage , where a firm 
Peace and Friendihip was concluded, in purfuance whereof Algar fent his Ships 
to Chejler till he could pay them off,and he himfelf went up to theKingfrom whom 
he received his former Command. But Griffin the year after broke the Peace on 
his part by fetting upon Leaf gar Bifhop of Hereford atw place called Glaflbyrig, 
whom he there Hew, together with his Clerks, Agelnoth the vice Earl of the Coun- 

The next year being the MLVII. of Our Lord, Edward the Son of Edmund 
Ironfide at the defire of his Uncle came into England out of Hungary , being def¬ 
ined by him his Succeffour; but he Died not long after at London, and was Bu¬ 
ried in St. Paul’s Church, leaving behind him Edgar Etheling, and two Daugh¬ 
ters Margaret and Cbriftina. Not long after he was followed to a better lile by 
Earl Leofric, who Died in his own Village of Bromleage , and was Buried in a 
Monaftery of his own Founding at Coventry , a Pious Charitable Man, and the 
Neflor of his Age, to his Councils all the Kings he ferved, and the whole Realm 
of England being beholden. In his Earldom fucceeded his Son Algar, but quick¬ 
ly fouud a mifs of him, being Banilhed the fecond time not a year after his Father s 
Death. Yet by the affiftence of Griffin, the Weljh King, who would not defert 
him and a Fleet of Norway Men, which by chance came into his help, he is 
faid’lhortly after by force to have recovered his Government. The following 
The Scots in. year, Malcolm, King of Scots, came and gave a vifit to Kind Edward and contrac- 
fcit the North j ec j fo nr rea t a Friendlhip with his Neighbour, Top the Earl of Northumberland, 

Of England. ho b ° ht bim on b is way, that they became fworn Brethren, though to what 
efie& the event ihewed within two years; for Top being gone to Rome with 
Aldrid the Archbithop of fork, to fetch his Pall from Pope Nicholas, his fworn 
Brother fell in upon the places under his Government, which he cruelly waited, 
and brake the Peace of St. Cuthbert, in the Bland of Lindisfarne, as Simeon com.- 
plains. While Malcolm thus difturbed the Northern Parts , Griffin the King ol 
And then'cifi the Wellb, ceafednot by his frequent Inrodes and Depredations, both by Land 
the weftern anc j g ea t0 hurry the Weftern, which gave fo great difcontent to King Edward, 

Part5 ' that Yenfible how much he was concerned in honour, he difpatch’d from Glocefter, 
where he then lay, after Cbriflmafs Holy-days, Harold againft him with a Party 
of Horfe, if poffible, to furprize him. Yet got be notice o f his coming, and 
made a fluff to efcape; but left behind him moft of his Ships, which he comman¬ 
ded to be burnt, and fo returned. But about Rogation week, having got a Fleet 
in readinefs, from Briflol he fet Sail and comparing the greateft sin.AM, 

iovning himfelf to the Horfe, withwhich his Brother To/h, by the King’s Order, ^ 
met him, and did filth mifchief in the Countrey, that the Britains yielded them¬ 
felves up to him, delivered upHoftages, contented to pay Tribute, and renoun¬ 
ced quite their YdtigGriffin. At prefent Griffin efcaped, but the Showing year, 
who ire fiib he was taken by Griffin the King of North Wales, and flam, his Head, with the 
LV.-J Head of his Ship, being fent as a prefent to Harold. He fent them to King 
Criffin their mr y wb <> was fo kind as to beft'ow the Dominions of Griffin, upon his tv o nre- 
, hrCl i Blechgent and Rithwalan, Who. in Harolds prefence, fwore Allegiance to 
him, to obey him, both by Land and Sea, and ingaged to pay without fail, what 
hadVeert paid oUfc of the Countrey to former Kings. 

17. Griffin left behind him a Son named Caradoc, who could not digeft Ins in¬ 
heritance, thus ifiade over to his Uncles. Harold, as a curb _to me Countrey, 
and for liis uwn ( of the King’s as he pretended ) convenience for hunting, cau- 
fed in the Britijh CoUntrey, at a place called Portafcith ( now Potskewoth wM 
mouthjhir'e, Upon tUe Severn Sea near to Wymoutbfz great Houfe to be erected, 
and furriilhed with all COrivemeilces for eating and drmking. Caradoc having n 
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tice of it, out of difdain and revenge, on St. Bartholomew’s day, the year follow- j 2 
ing his Father’s death came down upon a fudden, flew all the Artificers that 
there were at Work, arid took away all the good 'chear that was provided. Thus 
was Harold robbed of his good chear, in thofe Parts; and within a little after, 
his Brother Top was in danger of being bereaved of his Life, by a Confpiracy - 
,raifed againft him in Ms own Government, upon thefe occasions. There was 
one Gofpatrick, an Officer in Northumberland, with whom he having a quarrel, 
his Sifter, Queen Egitha, caufed him to be flain at Court, the Chriftmas before. 

The quarrel being taken up by the Friends and Companions of Gofpatrick, two of 
them, viz. Gattiel the Son of Orne, and Vlf the Son of 1 Dolphin, he himfelf ha¬ 
ving treacheroufly drawn them in, had alfo killed in his own Chamber. Befides 
he had laid intolerable impofitions upon the People, which fo incenfed them, 
that three or four of the principal Men, viz. Ganiolbarn, Dimflan, the Son of. 

Agelnoth, and Gloineorn the Son of Heardulf, with four hundred Men in Arms, 
entred Tork a little after Michaelmas, and firft flew two of his houftiold Servants, 

(. his Hufcarles') Amwd and Ravenfbeart, having reached them, though they were 
fled out of the City, and the day following, above two hundred more of his At¬ 
tendants, on the North fide of the River Humber. They broke Open his Treafu- 
ry, and having rifled all they could find, then went their ways. Tofii hereupon 
made a loud complaint to the King, and at his defire, was appointed Harold his 
Brother and others to take up the Bufinefs. • But as they were going down into 
the North for this purpofe, the whole Countrey in a manner met them at Nor¬ 
thampton, where, arid afterward on St. Simon and Jude’s day at Oxford, they vehe- 
tofti one of mently oppofed the Refolution of Top, and by no means would admit of Recon- 
Godwirii Sons ciliation; and fo vehement they were and refolute,-that after the Feaft of all 
amihed Spirits, they procured him and his Minifters to be banilhed. He went over with 
his VVife to Baldwin the Earl of Flanders, his Father-in-law, and Morkar, the Son 
of Algar, was made Earl of Northumberland in his room. 

18. Such was the occafion of Top’s banilhment, as moft probable, though AiAn Ed0 
For his cruel the Archdeacon of Huntingdon ( who lived in the time of the Normans their 24. 
wher h Vi!a- nd RuIe over and ^ earcl many tales of the hated Earl Godwin, and his Sons) 

ides. te ll s us another ftory. On a day, as the King late at Dinner at Windfor, he was 
ferved with the Cup by Earl Harold. Tofti being prefent, and not able to en¬ 
dure that his younger Brother Ihould be more favoured than himfelf in the King’s 
prefence, flew in his Face, and caught him by the hair. The fcuffle being parted, 
the King foretold that their deftrudtion was nigh, and that the wrath of God no 
longer would be deferred. For they were come to that height of barbarifin arid 
cruelty, that if they but liked the Houle or Polleffions of any one, they would 
by night procure the owner to be murthered, with all his Off-fpririg, to get his 
Eftate: And thofe were the Juftitiaries of the Kingdom. - Tofii in great rage lea¬ 
ving the Court, went to Hereford, where at that time his Brother Harold had 
made vaft preparations for Entertainment of the King. There he made a moft 
terrible havock of his Servants, into each of the Veflels of Wine, Mead, Ale, and 
other Liquors, putting either a Man’s Leg, or an Arme, or an Head, fending word 
to the King, that lie Ihould take no care for pickled Meats, as for other forts he 
might carry them down with him to his Farm. For this 10 horrid a villany, the 
King commanded him to be banilhed, which the Northumbrians underloading, for 
the many murthers lie had there committed, they drove him thence with all his 
Family, as well Englifh as Danes, and feized on his Treafure and Magazine in 
fork. Into his Place they preferred Marger ( fo he calls him ) the Son of Earl 
Algar, who with them, and multitudes out of Lincolnfbire, Derby(hire, and No- 
tinghamfhire, went as far a sHamton. Againft him marched Edwin his Brother, 
with Men under his Command, and many Britains, and at laft came up Earl Ha¬ 
rold, whom the Northumbrians procured to goe to the King, to get leave that 
Marcher might be their Governour, which he granted, fending back Harold to 
them to Hamtoh, They in the mean time burnt and pillaged the Couritrey, kil¬ 
ling nfany of the Inhabitants, arid when their requeft was granted, many thou- 
lands they took along with them, doing that part of the Kingdom fo much mif- 
cniel as it could riot recover many yfcars after. Such is the account which Hun- 
Rran S^ as to the manner .of the behaviour of the Northumbrians. 

And had Top been guilty of fuch a rafli Ad: toward his Brother in the King’s pre- 
lence, the King would never have interceded with thofe of Torkfbire, for hiskeep- 
mg his Place as it appears from Simeon that he did. Nay, Malmesbury tells us 
plainly, he had it from thofe that knew that, another was put moToflh place by 

the 









- - - r rr /j mnrnirv to the inclinations of the King, who 

Sedt 12 tlie huleavour of’ Harold, qu rnent^with his Difeafe and Age, he now be- 
'fF™' tore a great love to/.A *<££««* who™ he dS* 8 i but thence 

o(’ i C "hs DM being-thereby rncreafed, 

he died not long after. , occafion predided the ft nine of the 

■9.- Eutiftheltaguponth^to be near at hand, he. 

Sons ol Godwin (who doubtlef S I. t i me began to ope- 

u as fo much inthe nght.“K'SS^v.s afro drivcffrcm 4 
tbnfj 5 ** li About the time that his Brother went into 

thcr son of land by the veiy VA inds an . • i 10 ufe at Bofeham in Suffix, upon the 

•**■» SI ”P- fWm, he being tor hts recreation at h s home at j * , r d 

Sea fide; for his farther Pleatae he took a F.tasBoac, m* g ^ 

dotvn, but going >«tto off tOj^ . J where glad to be life any where, 

ried him ciols the Chanel to ru• Ear i of p 0 „ t h ieu _ i he men of the 

he was fore t to Land in . th ® J® d that barbarous pradice which is on foot in ' 

place (according to then c “J?J e and fllipwrec Vd Perfons) prefently hill 
molt places, to make a prey a mu £ t ude upon a few, on their hands 

to work. Armed they feize p n ^ie ^ ^ old con fidering what was to be 
they put Manacles, and Fetters on , h be acquaints him how he 

done, hired a Merger to goe £ confirm what other little 

“ was fent by the King, ty kept p r if oner> and hindered from the 

“MelTengers had but whifperd, of ^Ponthieu. It appeared they had a 

“ difchargeof his Mefiage by iw * t c oun trey that fuch as efcaped droivn- 

“ barbarous and extravagant cu ° , that it would fuit well with a man 

“ ing,lhould on to goeunpunilhed, ha- 

“ ol fo great repute as he-wa » darin tQ Ca ft bonds upon one that had 

“ ving detraded horn his Author ), y S waSt0 be redeemed, he would 
« appeakd to ^ William, but not to fuch an half Man as i Gividd 

“ willingly pay the price f ,.. • ql ick i y f et at liberty, and by Gmdo cou- 
“ was. By command of William ne is quiu y _ ^ re (b e as, he is alfoin- 

duded to his Court, where ^Arit m b where at that time the Norman had 
vited to an expedition into Llttle ^ ^ ^ a himfelf to the Duke, that he was 

very much taken with himi,, t 1 > Ejmrj die | he wou ld deliver up to him 

he promifed by Oath, that m < 2 .. d procure him to fucceed in the 

the’Caftle of £*£*&«. as yet, oo young forMar- 

aud himfelf 

2,0. Some faid he was fent over o p p William for his Succefibur, 

decay, had in his thoughts.Mg"*^“heut driven by Temped, 
but Malmesbury approves of f th h e . ot S P l e d himfelf and incurred the ind.g- 
However by this prom* of K Rented him his end, fo ,ba, he 

nation ot William by ““.SSSkSowtaR Bofeham , which becaufe it was wrong- 
had rcafon to curfc the time ol his it & J . \ - ndeed to draw down a 

• fully and deceitfullygot^frorn ^ - t is not ami f s here to infert the 
curfe upon him the lecond P . p [,; s Father Ear! Godwin, who as by 

dory, the more to ddcovet the humour ot h« rarne^ ^ ^ whM ^ ^ 

with five or fix other Religious Perfons, y J Canterbury. Godwin upon mkcmU^ 

o^withagritTrainc^^ 

fight of it had anitdnngd^^ , Archbifhop, with thele words. MjLoid, 
lants, comes fmihng and j g Archb iIhop much marvelled what he meant, 

/^ ^ 4 ^ all P ded toBafium a Bufe, as. now we 

but at length, wnetner nc mu & , u n mane or was unwilling to ou¬ 
ter m it, which in nmes paft was nfed hereupon immediately with his 

with many thanks went b J ck fl to J ^ Te n: monY 0 f his Friends and Followers to 

bS&ifcdS 
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it peaceably till he left it, as it feems, to his Son Harold , whofe pafiage hence into Seel. 12. 
Normandy , procured the Shipwreck, though not at prefent, both of his Peri'on, of 
his Fortunes, and indeed of his Father’s Family. 

21. But as to the Mefiage carried over to Duke William, there are flill more opi- Ad a™. 
nions. Ingulphus obliged by the Duke, and therefore a favourer of him, writes, lcCy 
Several ac- that King Edward, not long before his Death, perceiving hisKinfman Edgar Ethe- 
counts of Hit- ling, the Son of Edward Clito, lately deceafed, both in refpebt of his body and 
Inm ?' Mind, unfit for Government (of which temper his Father is alfo reputed to have 
Zand/*' been) and that the evil Offspring of Earl Godwin, daily increafed, and got more 
ftrength and intereft, fixed his thoughts upon Earl William of Normandy, his 
Kinfman, and fully refolved to have him fucceed him in the Kingdom of England, 
for he was then become famous in War, had triumphed over the French King, in 
the Exercife of Arms, was invincible, a moll juft Judge in deciding of 
Caufes, as well as moll Religious and devout at Divine Service. Hereupon he 
difpatched to him Robert, the Archbifhop of Canterbury, to acquaint him that 
both in refped to his Kindred and Merit, he had defigned him his Succefibur. 

Befides this, Harold the Major domo of the King’s Palace, going into Normandy, 
fwore not onely to keep the Crown for him, after the deceale of King Edward * 
but to marry alfo his Daughter, which things having palled, he returned magni¬ 
ficently rewarded. This is the account we have from Ingulplms, but fuch as will 
not hold in reference to the MefTenger, for Robert the Archbifhop, was driven out 
of the Land before, and therefore King Edward could not fend him from his fide 
or prefence, astheAbbat words it. Simeon has another Story, Which fends Hinc %*f J - 
Harolcl into Normandy, but upon another occafion quite difte'rent. When Godwin, ZkaSZ': 
he tells us, was reconciled to the King, he was conftrained to give up Hoftag es 1 >’fi 0 P" mC ‘™- 
for Edward's fecurity, which were Wulnoth his own Son, wdHacun his Grandlbn, ^ 
by lus Son Swane, and were fent into Normandy to William the Ballard Son of fmdinxit." 
Rodbert , who was Son to Richard the King’s Mothers Brother. In procefs of time 
when Godwin was dead, Harold asked leave of the King to goe and fetch home 
lus Brother and Nephew, to whom he anfwered, that he would not be Authour 
of his Journey, but that he lhould not fay that he hindered him, he might goe 
whither he pleafed, and try what he could doe j onely he forefaw his Journey would 
tend to the detriment of the whole Kingdom of England, and his own difgrace 
For he was allured the Earl was not fuch a Fool as to difmifs them, without he 
knew it would redound to his own convenience. But Harold ventures to take 
SInp, and by a great Tempefl, is call upon the Coaft of Fonthieu, into the mouth 
ol a River called Main, where his Vefiel is feized on, as a wreck by the Lord of 
that Countrey. Hereupon he procures one to goe to William, to let him know 
in what a condition he was, who immediately-lends to the Lord of Fonthieu to 
dilcharge him, and upon refufal, a fecond time, threatning elle to fetch him away 
by force. Being now fet at Liberty, he goes to William, who, very courteouflv 
leceives him, on purpofeto draw him over to his defign. J 

22 When he thought him fitly prepared he broke his mind, acquainting him 
hoiv when his Coulin Edward lived there with him in exile, he ferioully inga- 
ged to him, that if ever he came to be King of England, he would transfer tlie 
The Ingage- Kin g dom upon him. He added, that if he would oblige himfelf 

f° a “ lfthim m tl I 1I , s r ma “ er ’ k fP the of Dover with the Well of Water for 
Duke mi- iThtSi WOU d 11S Sl ? er t0 Ilim in time convenient to be married to one 

Um. of ™ Nobjcmen, and promife to take his Daugliter for his Wife he lhould now 
receive his Nephew, andaftbon as he came to be King of England™ Bro^heT 
lljould be fet at hberty, and when he was once fetled in the Throne by his af- 
fiHence he lhould have every thing elfe he could reafonably defire. HaV/dwas 
fenfible of the cafe he was in, and faw there was no remedy but promife whatlo- 
ever he required. But William with his bare promife would not be fatisfied but 
rSnlTonP^n/ 16 ? 6 r ” of Saints > made him open their facred Bodies to fwear 
iSohew whatfoever they had now agreed, which done Harold took his 

Nephew and with him returned into England. When upon the King’s Demand 

wi i Tr of what ne 

thv\mnev> , T? m f chk f s wi i ht ba PP en t0 th ” Kingdom by that 

,a^'Jf°I e f ee Z> re <ft Calamities coming upon this Nation of ours by that 

ted Ain Jt 1 h ?V en in 4 days. And his Prayer wafgran- 

nrdninpd^ 8 after d ‘ed, and Harolds before his death lie had 

ordained fucceeded him Jn his Kingdom. So writes .W*, with whom agrees 
Eadmei us as tothe oceafionol Ins Journey. Though Matthew Paris beiieves S him 

driven 










Se ft ia driven thither by force of Te ? eft 

StrSaeSeracyout of ^ 9 f this opinion alfo aswe 

raid is Malmesbury, and it ferns« j ingagement was, the time was 

x 3 . Whatever the occafion of Ms Prom B J• che d that ygar, that 

at hand, that he lhould bep u t toth • Nation flonaUzed by a Comet, which 
dreadfull year to him and his change of Government,that Slaugh- Anno 

portended as Y^dXt^at mfey which came fhortly upont'he Land. 
ter of the People, and that S reat ““JJJ t kept his Chriftmas at Weftmnfter , appmuit q; 
Kina Edvard King Edward grew every day more nek y, X rc h there, which he had re-edified 
*»■ and affifted at the Dedxcation of St. Peter s ^urch there, ^ he died> 

with all magnificence; but on the Eve of N? P d £ h h with Roya l rites, © 
and the day Wing was toned m^ late u that he was 

to the great forrow ol t lc . I ? l J erab i® , mU ch’devoted § to Religious Exercifes, excee- w J dlc 'J‘; 

afimple, honeft, harmlefsMan, wko were but too fenfible«//«./ »«m. 

din/y hampered by upon that ground were = ^ 

thathe received his Prei f ir hatmens in fuch cafes. It was the Mif- scxatim 

too confident and impofing, as often it h PP en into baniihment, 

fortune of the the humour,falhions and cuftoms Jjj- 

and living in another Countrey , aratefull to fuch as had well defer- finfmcaneu 

of it, and out of good nature conftrained jL if not the Intereft of his 

ved of him in his TJeceflitKS, more ^ were in compliance and quo 

own Subjects could bear or brook, fnretold their Subjedh- 

conformity with him ^ Sd ^ of whom they had already 

on in a fliort time 1 to *"“L. needed but to come to matter their Bodies, 

taken up, fo that the Coiiq ^eirs already, their humour was already run out of 
their minds and affections w herein to clav any after-Game. 

EnglaaJ, that EJmrJ being**™, 

f 4; hb long continuance in that 

born in England but bred in Frenchman and brought very many over jn mrimh 

Countrey was almoft changed mto Di pr n i t ies, and greatly exalted under Mrmn.bg 

is mightily w ith him whom he promo introduced all the Land began to lesve ®ff^** 

French,fied - the Ring and other Normans • thus 1 f h French. All the Noble- in GdiLm 

their Englijh Cuftoms, and to im.tatette twamom ^ ^ ^ 

men in their ? oufes /Pah e t ^ 2^ {hi S d grew to be alhamed of their own 

ters and Writings after the French falhion, an 8 humour more and more m- „a *g* 

ufages, both in thefe and otto patters . became slaves and VafTals 

glory yielded up his fimrie' Sh three and twenty years, "£}* 

Heavenly Kingdom, after he ha g g. b e reckoned then from the mm io 43 . 

fix Months andfeven^d^day^ which which was as we fed »££ 

death of Hardecmte, and not from hi fo chaft that though he was mar- fltcm 

in the year following. He is iaid to, nave attribute to the „>«»> <*. 

iied, 6 yet he never as antoband the Caufeofhis^ 

Averfionhe had to her for her Father > fufferine, he could not in this 
Abftinence, his felt denial, a^m Aisr^P ^ thofe that fufFer forChrift though 
deferve the Name of a Conte f. g other parts of his Conflicts a- 

notunto death) which yet in refpedt of-this.or^nby the Name of St. 
gainft flefi 'and bloud f ’^an tSine of the Weft Saxm Kings, which 

Eimrel. But in him of Malmesbury had in Bntam, Do- 

Sr^W^d^ryeats, and from two hundred 

WlUHVdi. y rprpived its Period. „ ... J-.J dinner not 


Son for five hundred and ^enty one y-» — - 

and fixty one years, received i« Period. Famil it did belong not 

» y. To the Glory and Happmefe of this Welt its o w n Ruine involve the 

bv its endingto put an end to the Enghjh Empire 0 f which 

Camfttophe of fhe whole Nation: buryWdf inthe 

an Upftart (hould anfe to puft down *e whoJe Fabrt an^ th 
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could find no pretext- but upon the kindnefs and pretended promife of his Kinf- Sed. 12* 
man The laft was Harold the Son of Godwin, who could not produce any ihew of v-yv 
Right by Defcent, but alledged the late King’s Defignment; and thought he could 
• plead mote merit than them both. Edgar was a Stranger, had had neither tune, 
nor ability in Eftate or mind to make any more Intereft than what mere Con- 
fcience had wrought in the minds of men, which is ufually very infirm upon fuch 
Occafions. William indeed was a confiderable Prince,, and as fuch acknowledged, 
but betwixt him and England there was a deep Ditch, not eafily got over as was 
imagined, and Dangers at a Diftance are not fo much regarded. Harold was 
Noble, a goodly Man. the greateft Minifter of the deceafed King, one of much 
Valour and excellent Condud, a Perfon civil and obliging, of fuch Qualifications 
as fitted him for a Crown; and what was more than all, had all the Court and 
Grandees at his beck, whom by kindnefs he had either won, or by awe had 
WUcho. uered and brought over to his Party. He took the advantage and know- 
3 ' ing • delays to be dangerous, the fame day that Edward was buried he afiumed 
the Title and was crowned King, being chofen, as Simeon faith, by the Princes 


of all England. ,. 

z 6 . Being King he {freight took thofe Courfes, which moft of thofe who are 
confcious to themfelves ot their bad or weak Titles are wont, and all other Prin¬ 
ces ought to take. All unjuft Laws he antiquated, made better in their, ftead, 
became a Patron of Churches and Monafteries, feemed not onely to refpeefc but 
even reverence Bilhops, Abbats,-Monks, ahd even all the Clergy; to all good 
men he {hewed himfelf pious, bumble and affable, and to all that wis bad he 
manilefted an Averfion, commanding all his Officers in general to lay in wait for 
all Thieves, Robbers and Diiturbers of the Peace; in conclufion, he made it his 
Bufmefs to defend his Countrey both by Sea and Land.' But both his own Fate, 
and that of the Nation was too urgent to fuffer him long to continue thefe prac¬ 
tices. On the twenty fourth of April a dreadfull Comet appears, feen, as was 
reported, throughout the world with great Luftre for feven days together. The 
firftmifehief portended thereby, was from Harold's own Brother Tofti, who ha¬ 
ving been banilhed chiefly by his procurement to be out of the way, arid riot able 
to digeft his preferment to the Regal Dignity, was moved with l'o much , Envy 
and Indignation as to endeavour all ways poflible to unking him, for which pur- 
pofe he came out of Flanders with lome Ships to the Ifle of Wight , whence af¬ 
ter he had forced Money from the Inhabitants, he departed and plaid the Pirate 
upon ill the Coafts till he came to Sandwich Haven. Harold being then at London , 
upon notice thereof got in readinefs both a ftrong fleet and a good Party of Horfe, 
with which he refolved in Perfon to go to Sandwich , which Tojli underftanding^ 
took along with him.all the Seamen he could find, and went to the Coaftof 
Lindfej , where lie burnt many yillages, and killed many Men • but Edwin Earl 
of Mercia , and his Brother Merkar Earl of Northumberland ’, bailed into thofe Parts 
with an Army, and foon forced him to quit the Countrey. Thence he failed into 
Scotland to King Malcolm , and with him continued the whole Summer. 

17. Harold lying at Sandwich in expectation of his Brother when lie perceived 
he had taken another courfe failed to the lfle of Wight, and about thofe Coafts 
he plied all Summer and Autumn, having aland Army bellowed in all places he 
faw convenient,at the Sea fide. For another Gueft he looked for who required 
greater Preparations for his Reception than his Brother Tojli , viz. William the 
Duke of Normandy, who had before this fent to him to put him in mind of his Pro¬ 
mife and Oath, and to require a performance of what had been agreed betwixt them. 
“ This Harold thought was very unreafonable to require of one who was alrea- 
“ dy in Pofleflion of a. Kingdom, and was come to it by the unanimous confent 
“ of the Nobility arid People. He anfwered, that what he then prbmifed was 
“ in Captivity at a time when he was not his own Man, and that could not be 
“ called his own A<$ which Conftralnt and Neceflity forced from him. But 
“ had he voluntarily done what he was fo far from intending, it could not have 
“ been valid, foralmuoh as he could not take an Outlandifh Woman to Wife, 
“ being King, without the Aflent of the Eftates, much lefs could he Swear 
“ away the Succeflion and Right to the Crown without tlieir knowledge, con- 
“ fent and allowance. To thefe reafons which he looked upon as very good 
“ when backed with a better Sword it’s faid that he added conternpt, becaufe as 
“ he thought he was out of danger, fending away the Ambafladours on lame 
“ Horfes. That on which he chiefty infifted was, that Williams, Daughter was 
“ Dead, the Marriage with whom was the foundation of all that had patted be- 
' Mm “twixt 
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“l; twin diem, and this was the ground of his confidence* that he looked upon 

his Rival as having hisHands full fort theNeighboundgPrinces mfoown 
“ Countfcy. The fluke hereupon refolved to attempt by War what by Words 
he could not compafs, but to proceed gravely and with due preparations, confi- 
dcrin' 1 the greatncVs of the Entcrprize ; for he knew his Adverfary to be a flout 
and refelute Man, and made no other account but that he was to grapple with 

‘‘“s”therefore whhalfdSgence did he fet himfelfto thework hehad in hand. 
Allhis own Souldiers he kept in pay the whole year, and thongh to his great 
charge hired others from adjacent places. He ufed great difcretion in the choice f; 

of hf Men, lifting fuch as were tall and of ftrong conftitntion. His Gptams 
and Officers were Eoth pradHfed in Warlike matters, arid of mature Age to govern 
both thcmMves and others; not heady ralh Young Men, who ufually by then 
heat and indiferetion tuim an Army. And indeed he was exceedtngly well 
ferved at this time, his Prelates firiving who ihould excel) one another m A& 
of Religion, and his Nobles in Deeds of Magnanimity and Liberality, fo that the 
Monk ofVw«rr admires how within theterm of.fixty years they told be-_ 
come fo degenerate, not confidering the luxurious effects of wealth and prof- 
peritv vreat Pofieflionsand Affluence of all things in a new Conquered Coun- 
wey But as Willum made all as fure as he could at home, fo abroad he, 
fought for Reputation to his caufe, by fending to the Pope, and makmg hB Pre- 
tenfes as plauiible as he could, which Harold omitted, thinking himfelf ftrong 
Whvw„h, enough without tile help of a verballor Paper-A,Mence. 

Confecrated taken of liis Approbation fends him a Confecrated Banner, well latisfied u ltn ms 
Bimncrisrea- a ffi rma tion that King Edward himfelf, befides what Harold had engaged, by 
dy to let Sail, gre ““* f £arl shv J Earl Godwin, and Stigand the Archbifliop, had-chofen 

him for his Succeffour, and had asPledges or Hoftages lent over to bm boththe 
Son and the Nephew of Godwin. Having received the Banner as a good Omen, 
he aflembled his Nobility and Officers at Lilltlone , where laying open^he whole 
matter to them, they promifed to ftand by him with their Lives and Fortunes, 
which refolution he cherifhed by great promifes of 

their feveral Abilities appointed what everyone was to contribute towards a Heet. 

This doirehe dilitiilled them till the Minthof^A and then theyallm 
aeain- at St Valerie a Port Town, where they ftaid many days for a Wind, which 
jf a y made the Common Souldiers mutter, blaming him for attempting tegeta- 
notherMan’s Countrey, and alledging, that his Father having ^ch aDefign 
had mifearried, and that it was fatal to the Family to be croffed by God Al 
mighty in their endeavours after things too high for them. 

29. The Duke was fenfible whither thefe Difcourfes tended, and how much 
The Wind his whole Affair was thereby mdangered. Taking Council then With his O 
ferving, cers he caufed theRelicks of St. Valerick (one of the DifcipJes of < 

who by Ring Clothair was made Abbat of a Monaftery in this place, in the Terri¬ 
tories of Amiens on the Mouth of the River Some , and imparted his Name unto 
it) t o be brought forth and expofed for the obtaining of a fair Wmd, which with- 

at a place called Tevenfey, as feme write, or Bulverhth three mdes d ttant as o- 
r i F rnoft in the right, or at Haflings as fome alfo deliver, following herein 
the cuftome of the Ancients to aferibe a Battel or any toemoraWe.A^ent to 
the next place of Note in that Counti-ey fvhetem the thing feU out. As William 
Tas zVmaJhore bis Feet flipped, ttnd dim he felt on his Hands, , which a Souldier 
obfefving told him adcud , That be bad already taken Pojfefwnof 
Army he forbad to Plunder or at all to irtdattlage the Cbuntrey which _ 

to be theirs, which faying being by AnciOnt Hiftoriarts belated of fo^erCon 
quercurs , the Monks" aftly to hW, . But with no good reafon , for* 
die overthrow of Ring Harold thfey had better reafom to think theCoumre) 
would be theirs he laid no fuch Injundtiohs ; uponthem, but permitted Jm t 
£ and k& at their pleafure. Batfb he linded, and for fifteen days he kep 
his Army, feeither^conte bett^wha^- 
to doe, or to build a Fort 'to have beeodrfe to in Oafe of Danger, for his Sh p 
burnt that his Men rtiight think bf bo iheah betwixt Death andConqueir. 

30 . His 
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. His whole Fleet is faid to have confided of nine hundred Sail, but others Sect. 12 
increafe the number to above a thoufand, which are not then to be underftood 
of fuch Ships as oursnow-a-days, but flat bottom d Boats, orHu kes, fuch as were 
with a great fa f or tranfporting Men and Horfes. Hereof as an Anonyms Writer, about the 
F,eec - Reign of his Son Henry, wrote, William his Sewer the Son of OJbern fupplied him 
with fixty Veffels. Hugh his Nephew, afterward Earl of Chefter, with fo many ; 

Hush deMumfort with fifty Ships, and fixty Souldiers; Romas the Elemofynary 
of Tefcan, afterwards Bifhop of Lincoln, with one Ship and twenty Men. Nicolas 
the 4 bat of St. Audoen with fifteen Ships and an hundred Men. Robert Earl of 
Anm with fixty Ships. Gerald the Sewer with as many. William Count of Deu- 
rons with eighty Ships. Roger of Montgumeri with fixty. Roger de Bunmont with 
fixtv Odo Bifliop of Baieux with an hundred. Robert de Mortimer with an hun¬ 
dred and twenty. And Water Gijfard thirty Veflels with an hundred Men. Be- 
fides thefe wliich by the Authour’s computation make a thoufand, from others of 
his Dependants he had many other Ships from every one according to his Abili¬ 
ty His Wife Matildis for honour of the Expedition caufed a Ship to be made Na¬ 
med Mora wherein he himfelf croffed the Sea, having on the Prow a Child of 
Gold with the right Hand pointing to England, and with the left holding an Ivory 
Whiftle at his Mouth ; for which out of requital Duke William her Husband ai- 
figned her the County of Kent , when he had got full Poffeffion of thatPrd- 

31. William's Arrival was accompanied with fome ofthofe lucky hits, circurri- 
ftances or accidents which ever attend upon Conquefts. Harold was now out 
of the way. He had expeded him all the Summer, till about the middle of Sep¬ 
tember, when judging he would give him no trouble that year, and Provifions fail¬ 
ing, both the Fleet and Army quitted the Pofts he had aligned them at the Sea fide. 

As if Tofli had been hired by the Normans on purpofe to divert his ; Brother from the Sjmeo^ Da.^ 
Tojli and the Maritime Parts, to weaken his Force, nay to break in pieces his whole Power, mlxvi. 

King of Nor- jjelpes and Affiftences, he applies himfelf to Harold Harvager King of Norway, 

Northof £«?! whom he knew to bear a Months mind tothehingdom of England, and agrees 
hnl in Conjundion with him to make an Invafion. Having united their Fleets they 

failed up into the River Hiimber ■ and from it into Oufe, and landed at a place 
called Rickale, whence they marched to Fork, and took it after a fierce Aflault. 

Harold upon notice having made due preparation haftes into the North, blit before 
him the two Earls, and Brothers, Edwin and Morkar, with confiderable Forces had 
marched againfl: them, and upon St. Matthew s Eve on the Northern bank of 
Ouje at Fnlford, ingaged them with good Succefs at the beginning, for fighting 
very valiantly they did great Execution. But the Englijh after a long fight, not 
able to fuftain the violence and Numbers of the Norwegians , turned their backs 
after many of them were flain, and rhore Were drowned in the adjoyning Ri¬ 
ver. This done, the Norwegians received from thofe of Fork five Hundred Hofta¬ 
ges, and leaving there an hundred artd fifty of their own, returned to their Ihips ; 
and on the fifth day after, being the five and twentieth of September, Ring Harold 
with a great Army comes to the City. Thence marching to a pface called Stanford- 
. bridge (afterward from this occafion Batteliridge, upon the River Darwent in the 

kill'd™ b d th Eafl Riding o{ Forhjhire') he gave them Battel, wherein after terrible reftftence 
their Armies, made, were flain both Harold Harvager and tofli, and the Vi&ory remained 
with him. Olane the Son of Harold, with the Earl of Orcada called Paul who 
were left with the Army to keep the Ihips he fuffered to depart with twenty 
Veflels, and the remainder of their Forces , hiving firft received their Oaths 
and Hoftages to attempt nothing againfl: him for the time to come. But here we 
are to take notice what Malmefbury tells us of a certain Norway Man, who alone 
by himfelf for fome time retarded the Vi&ory of the Englijh , though methinks 
we can hardly believe it. This Man Handing upon the entrance of the Bridge, 
having killed not one, or two, or three, but many of his Enemies, hindred the 
whole Army from palling. Being fpoke to to yield himfelf, and bid be allured 
that a Man of fuch ftrength and metal would find good ufage; he derided them, 
and with a grim countenance reviled them for pitifull Men that could not mailer 
him alone. At length none would come to him thinking it madnefs to En¬ 
counter with, a Man fo defperate, but one at a diftance Ihot him with a Dart, 
while like a Braggadocio he behaved himfelf negligently j and lb he falling the 
Englijh got paflage, and obtained the Vi&ory in the manner aforefaid. The Bo¬ 
dy of ToJH being known by a Wart between his Shoulders, was carried to Fork 
and there Buried. In the Plunder of the Field if we may believe Adam Bremenfis, 
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Sed. 12. great a quantity of Gold was found, that twelve lufly young men were fcarcely 
able to bear it on their Backs. 

...... 31. Harold having obtained the Victory and fo much Treafure, became Remij 

SsirSmii- wife, as the Proverb is, and Foundfool/p. He thought it behoved him to play the 
(iiersbyt.iking_Good Husband, not to be laviih of his Money, but fill his Coffers, and lay up 
r!! h?mfeu: 0>1 future and diftant Events. He little imagined that this great Gamefter was 
. -landed, and that he mud now fpeedily pulh for all. In the twalaft Battel’s lie had 
loll the flower of his Army, mod: of his bed Souldiers were flain ,• and thole that 
remained he fo difobliged by taking all the Plunder to himfelf, and defrauding them 
as they alledged of the price of their bloud, that they renounced liis intereft, s 
repented of what they had done already for him, and refolved, in cafe he fhould a 'Sjt, 
have the likeoccafion, to fuffer him to fight for himfelf. This errour was no fooner Mi. 
committed, but as he fate feafting for joy at fork he had; the News of the Norman 
u '^Dake’s ° f Duke Arrival with very numerous and Difciplin’d Forces. Andr now he being 
Landing. to be ruined, his Fate hurried him to Refolutions and A&ions quite contrary to 
thofe of him who was to raife himfelf out of his misfortune. As he had dilobli- 
ged thefe men who were to fight againft Souldiers that loved and had: been 0- 
bliged by their Captain, fo, whereas his Adverfary went foberly and judicioufly to 
work, in making preparation for the main Encounter, he did nothing lefs. Henei- 
Eut ads with-.ther took any care in gathering together his Souldiers, nor any time for Confulta- Praxoiu igl- 
ra U ti 0 n° nflde ‘ tion about fo weighty an Affair, but all bloudy as he was, and with but a {lender ZmjSt 
Company haftes towards the place where the Normans lay, as if the fortune of/«, mAu. 
Cajar, onelytocome to fee, and then overcome , were devolved upon him, becaufeofhis 
late Northern fuccefs. Coming to London all in an Heat, he would not tarry 
fuch Supplies as were on their way toward him, but hurries int oSuffex, and would qmsCmwm- 
necds find out the Enemy and ingage e’er one third part of his Army could be put 
in order. Yet he fent fome Spies before to furvey the numberand ftrength of the 
Normans, whom being difeovered (as Malmesbury writes) William cauled to be ti¬ 

led about the Camp,and after they had eat and drank plentifully to be fent back to JXS m. 
their Matter. Being demanded how matters flood, they fpalte much of the Mag- ««/wu- 
nificence and Confidenceof the Duke, and ferioufly profefled they believed, that 
well nigh all that were with him were Priefts, becaufe they were fhaven, not onely mis ® U mu, 
Face, but both the Lips; for at this time the Englijh wore large Muftachoes on the exmimnm 
upper lip, a cuftome which Julius Cafar takes notice to have been amongft 
Ancient Britains. The Ring laughed and faid they were not Priefts, but flout a nd bus mm c». 
couragious Souldiers, knowing well enough the Qualities of the Normans, with 
whom he himfelf had been but lately converfant. His Brother Gyrth a Youtli 0% f ti p : 
Courage and Knowledge above his years, at his extolling the valour of the Nor- «« to fat 
mans, took occafion to tell him that he thought it was Indifcretion for him 
fight with them, forafmuch as he could not deny but that either willingly or «fi. 
againft his mind he had given William his Oath. He advifed him to withdraw 
himfelf, and fuffer him and the reft to try their Fortune, who were never obnox- mvm , ;i { m . 
ious by any Oath, and might juftly fight in defence of their Countrey. If he mmmgrdi- 
jhould fight it was to be ieared he muft either die or flie; but in cafe they did 

the fame he might either fuccour and unite them flying or revenge their H,h- 

death' * 1 

U 3’ Harold by no means would hearken to his Advice, as that which tended 
to his dilhonour, and by objection of Cowardife would blemilh the Adionsof all tmmiiM 
Reied, ,11 hisLife. And in as great heat and hafle he reje&ed the Monk who brought him 

good advice, t j iree p ropo £als from the Duke,' “ Either to refign the Kingdom to lnm, according f u 0 !C <>k°mt, 

poLisofiiuke “ to what had formerly pafTed betwixt them: or to hold it of him: or to decide 
William. « the Controverfie with him before the two Armies in a Angle Combat, to prevent m 
“ theEffufion of Chriftian Bloud. His Anfwer was, that God fliould be Judge 
betwixt them; or as others write, that-the Swordsof the Nations Ihould decide it. 

No hopes then of any Accommodation appearing, each according to the cuftome 
They prepare of his Countrey prepared to fight the next Morning. The Englijh zxchvl to ha\ e 
lor Eattei. fp Cnt a j| t h e Night in Singing and Drinking, the Normans in ConfeHion 01 tneir 
Sins, and in the Morning to have Communicated. The Fatal day being come, 
which wasthe two and twentieth of QElober, the Englijh weredrawn up into a dole 
Body armed with Battel-Axes and Shields, and by the Standard flood the King on 
foot with his Brothers, that the danger being common, none might think of run¬ 
ning away. The forefront, of the Normans conned of Foot, being molt Arch¬ 
ers, and flancked with a. Wirig of Horfeon each hand, wherein coniifled the grea 
ftrength of their. Army. The Duke himfelf chearfully and audibly affirmed 1 
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Caufe was juft, arid that God would accordingly refped it, and called for his 
Armour, which being brought to him in an hurry, his Corflet was put oil the 
wrong way, which errour he corre&ed by this pleafant Conceit, that He percei¬ 
ved his Dukedom was changed into a Kingdom. At the Head of his Army he put 
them in mind of the Valour and Renown of their Anceftours, and efpecially of 
Rollo, how they had beaten the French King in the very Heart of his Kingdom, 
and compelled him to give them as large a part of his Countrey as they would 
accept. How fince that they had taken another French King Priloner at Rouen, 
and compelled him to reftore Normandy to Duke Richard when a Child, and laft 
of all he brought to their Memories what memorable things they had done under 
his own Condudt, and concluded with confidence of Vidory both from the guilt 
of Harold who had wilfully Perjured himfelf, and of the whole Nation, upon 
which he caft the cruel and traitorous Murther of his Kinfman and their own 
Prince Alfred. 

34. The Normans then beginning the Song of Rowland by the Martial Exam¬ 
ple of thatHeroe, as they accounted him, to excite themfelyes to imitation, and 
imploring Divine Afliftence went againft: the Englijh, who were as ready to meet 
them, though the ground they flood on was flrait and inconvenient lor fight; 
which as Simeon writes, caufed many of them to take the opportunity of flipping 
away. Thofe that ftaid to be fure fought very valiantly, and neither by the 
fhowers of Arrows nor any other means could their Impenetrable Body be bro¬ 
ken, till William bethought him of this Strategem, to caufe his Men to retire 
back as if they fled, which by a defire of Purfuit drew them out of their order ; 
this done, they faced about and fell upon them, who by. this means had half rou¬ 
ted themfelves. Yet in their flight did they often rally and make Head againft 
thePurfuers, felling their Lives at very dear Rates, and part of them having got 
an Hill, when the Normans all in a heat climbed up after them, having the advan¬ 
tage of the ground they tumbled them down, and by calling down Stones quite 
overpowered them. In another place by their knowledge of the Countrey, be¬ 
ing more dextrous in palling a Ditch, they made very great daughter of their 
Enemies, and filled it up with their dead Carkaffes. Thus remained the fuccels 
doubtful!, fometimes feeming to incline to the one fide and fometimes to the other, 
from nine of the Clock in the Morning, till it grew dark, and then Harold after 
w&Tis'flata*' difeharged all the Parts both of a skilful! Commander and a valiant Soul- 

and hi* Army di er was fhot into the Head and died. He being gone, about whom the Contro- 
routed. verfie was, though their Countrey was as much concerned, the Englijh Souldiers 
began to loofe their Courage and take the advantage of the Night to flie. With 
him fell his two Brothers Gyrth and Leofwin and the greateft part of the Englijh 
Nobility. William hereby remained Vidtour, who by his Courage and Activity 
"deferved the Garland, having lb beflirred himfelf all the day, and ventur’d his 
perlon, that three choice Horfes one after another were killed under him. To¬ 
ward his dead Enemy he lhewed himfelf generous, freely and without Ranfome 
giving up his Body to his Mother, ^though fhe offered much Money for it; and, 
before that, when, as it Jay in the Field, a certain Souldie.r by way of Contempt 
and Revenge gave it a cut in the Thigh, he was fo difpleafed with the man, 
that he inltantly calheir’d him the Army, for doing fo pityfull and Cowardly a 
Deed. 

35 1 . Harold by his Mothers care was buried at Waltham in a Church of Ca¬ 
nons founded and endowed by himfelf. When the News of his Defeat was fpread 
abroad, the two Earles Edwin and Morgan who had upon difeontent withdrawn 
themielves from him came to London, and fending away their Sifter Algitha the 
Queen to Cbejler, they tampered with tfre Citizens to make one of them King, 
but found them very cool in the bufinefs, for as in duty they were concern’d, 
their Inclinations were toward Edgar Etheling, and with them joyned Aldred the 
Archbilhop of 1 ork and many of the Nobility. Hereupon the two Earls went 
’ awa y m difeontent into Northumberland, where they thought Duke William would 
not come, not caring what became of the Caufe of Edgar or of their own Coun- 
* re y> keca ufe their ambitious purpofes were not gratified. The Conquerour having 
ietled his matters about Hajlings, madenot.firft to London, and afterwards went 
back into Kent (as Spot the Abbat of St.AuguJlins in Canterbury, and others fol¬ 
lowing him, have erroneopfly written, ana thereupon told a Tale of the Kentijh 
men their meeting him with Boqghs, and procuring from him a Confirmation of 
their PrivilegesJ but took his Journey toward Dover CzRte, which he and ma¬ 
ny others long time after efteemed as the very Key of England. In his paflage by 

Romney 
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To the Cattle Muitit ilie orelence they (freight way furrendred it, in the /m » 

Then Downs impregnable, yet affright P proceeding Northward at a place or. 

t Thrace certain Companies iffued out agamft him, but 

not far from the Cit). nR ii e j t hem killing divers in the Chace, and 

with five hundred Horfe he eafily repelled them, kuu^^ refoh ,. d before this to 
here began the mifery of poor Eng • believe*) and bring over the fa- 

carry htafelf with all gentleneftjJ«^ d X d ‘S lhrn and pit him to far- 
glifi by kind ufage, but feeing th y nurnofe refolvine to make an abfolute 
ConqueftoF Ae Unf’ For upo/this Sally aU the Buildings South of theTW 
he commanded ot permitted to be fired. ^ whither Stiganj the Arch- 

J 6 . 3 STtheir Deiigns, and not 

bilhop, arid others of the Engltjh WODiuty, u , f in Y0Ung E j gar; asalfo 

dim conv^e^ien^^^Tl^^^b^de^ees h^came^to^^K^^ 

many Holtages as ne ttioug an Enem i es Countrey with F<r$ and 

permitting his men aU the while , u\ n <r at Wedminjler by Aldred the 

Sword, and on Chriflmas day was Cro | , obietStion was made, that 

Duke msrn Archbifhop of York, for agamft Sttgand ^Mer^ryo^am 

n 0 wljh!in} he did not legally wasfet^n his Head, he gave coronation,:meri officimmlm A 

his Oath at the°Altar, in prefence of the .Nobility and allthe fJ^f^dSmex TL 
ms warn L r i urc j 1 j n i ts Rights and Liberties, nere j e0 qM d abAjoftohco Tata ,iium 

People, to protect the ^enm & d Juftice to Calumniatum audiem fuutn pattern mn 

to govern the People according to Law _a J » f um pjijje canonic*. ingulfb. 
mamtain them in their Rights, and pro^ 

Spoil and Rapine. Here is ourTerio . % p art i cu l ars he either go¬ 
on the Throne, the Difcourfei of hiis L , ^ he y that had made f uc h a noife 

verned according or contrary to his Oa , . . . 1t0 ^ guilty of that 

withthePerjury of Harold^n* Yet 

horrid Crime, belongs to a Treame of £ Re ; der t0 look as it were 

fliall we, though we have no his Part of King over his new 

through the Curtain and if 

But negkds Subjeds, by the of Croyland^end otherwife much 

hi$ Coronation no t a fort of A<ftour, being prefe Noblemen whom either he had 

0ath - favoured by him. Having BiJhopricks,and the Deiwep « 

Imprifoned or Banilhed, fcirJMttei any « d 

preferments of all the Land ^J£ ri u N they f 0 abominated the Engliih, $ 

Fnfflilhman to any State of Honour or Powe . <, Vrpfprments • AndStran- PrJatiaitm- 

gers lefs fit by far, of any N j altered their Language and Cuftoms, its not ge X Jiftnbmt 
ces. How they abominated and altered tbeir g thofe £ w - , 

convenient hJtoinfift 

of other Provinces; Church Unds werexvery p«m«f 

longing to the Englifi became Prey and Booty. 

Gervafui: Dorobern. 

Harold and gious folly and neglect, oo tn y J m : re but onely imitated in what 

f,ie fnflaved by thofe wh om they did fo much ad ^ ? J deftin y pU t to her helping 

wasworft 5 and being fcfet.forte own "“^ n a did this bufmeft 

hand. For how ftrangely, how w i f ” om an d condufl t He being 

behave himlelf; how co n'™F “ ^ worthy of a Crown. He could 

really a Man for all accoipphlhments, very well wort y n ot 
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not but know that William would invade him the next year, if he came not this, Seel. 12 
and yet he muff: difoblige his Souldiers, and that by a dirty aftion of taking all 
the Booty tohimfelf, a folly of which at another time he could fcarcely have 
been guilty. Then doth he amend one errour by 'another, hurries awayagainft 
' the Enemy, that, he knew muft be both refolved and defperate; that mull be 
folly bent either to conquer, or dye, being penned in by a deep Ditch, the Bridge 
over which he himfelf had broken down. Without flaying but a day or two for 
fupplies, he hafles away as one who had defigned firfl to fight with a difobliged 
Army, and then with no Army at all, alone, and in his own Perfort. The Bat¬ 
tel fhewed it was not Courage but Conduct, that the Englijb wanted, if fo few 
Rood it out, and that upon even terms with the Normans , till their Captain fell, 
how eafie would the Victory have been, had he ufed any moderate care in his 
management? Then after his death, how eafily might this lofs have been re¬ 
paired? Though many of theNobility fell, and many Souldiers, )'et thefe Soul¬ 
diers were but fuch as he picked up as he could, the ftrength of the Nation was 
not much more impared, than after the Northern expedition } for Ingulphus writes 
exprefly, that he flew away to Hafiings, hot flaying for the Army. Such Forces Exercium 
as were coming up to fdatdid, with thofe of Edwin and Morkar , would have 
been fufffeient, or rtiight- have been filled up with fuch numbers (all willingly 
giving in their Names at fuch a time as this) as might have made the Norman re¬ 
pent he had burnt his. Ships, for all his late fuccefs he obtained in Safes. His 
expedition was Hot fo quick, nor his march fo in hafte, but they had time enough 
fo unite. Nay, he fo carried; himfelf in this, as if he. had a mind they fhould re¬ 
inforce themfelves; for his bell way had been to march diredly for London , to 
diflipate all Forces, and hinder the forming of new Armies, for being every 
where Matter of the Field, Forts and Cattles muft have come in of. themfelves, 
befog of no great value fo thofe days, as appeared by the large fwfoge the Danes 
took throughout the Land, without any confiderable let or interruption from 
Cattles, notwithftandfog all the Fortrefles faid to be taifed, or repaired^ by Ed- 
ward the Elder and his Sifter. But foffoad of preparation for driving , away the 
common Enemy, they become Enemies one to another, and ftand in competition 
for that Crown which he had already got, on the point of his .Sword,' though 
noton his Head. Thefe were prodigious mifearriages, -not incident fo any. that 
had reafon about them, but abfolute effefts of fuch vitious tempers as infatuate 
Mens minds, and enervate the Powers of their Souls, both effedls and figns, and 
carrying the puiiilhments along with them, of fdmeqtotable. extravagances, of 
which, not onely particular families*, but even the whale. Nation it felf was 

38. And that the Englifh were now guilty' of fuch dxtfovaganees, as ever fore¬ 
run fuch Calamities and Revolutions, as by debauching thiir minds, render them 
abjedfc, •pitiful], and fit for flaVery, we havp but too good Teftimony to affure us. 
a general ^MiMonk of Malmeshtity, Who befog of Bngli/h ’ Defcent, as well -as Norman, 
the£wM? f profiles he had no prejudice to either Nation, and-We may take his-word, the 
* ' coi^e of his writing making no ihew of the contrary,^ taking a View of: riieir 
manners from their firft entering and planting in the Iflandy obferves' that, they 
Were various. “ At thefo firft comings fhetr gefture and look wds altogether -bar- 
* barjbus,- and they were wholly given to War as l©ng<as they continued Pagans. 

1,1 When they had once received ChriftiiO. Religion, ^ey. applied themfelves in 
“ a iriarirld; Wholly to it, giving to Aims hut fhefec^td place * -and here he in* 

“ ftances fo Rich and Poor, EcdefiaftiekS and Seculars 'Kings, Bilhops, -Hetmites 
“ and Abbats, not one Nation indeed bd'ngkble u> vyW Witfe this in that refpeCl. 

“ But theftudy of Learning and ReKgfon' were grown^ quite out Of falhion, in 
“ the foregoing Age, not a few yoafo- before the COfofog J 0f the Normns. The 
“ Clergy contenting ffienWelves with a r trififog kind of litferatrafe, fcarcely ableto 
“ prohounce the Words belonging to their feverai SifvlcCsii 3fo- that underftood 
** Grammar, was a worideiv and MattOT 'Of aftOfti&ment; tb the raft, ; Thy Monks 
H went fairly clad, add obferved not the Rules Of m to Meat and 

“ Drink.' The Nobles were given OVOt 'tb-OlUttbny ^fod LUft* not gdfog £6 
K Church fo the Morriing'as Chriftiaiisbtight to dO& 0:: The domfoOhPd^e- was 
“ expofedas a Pfoy fdtjte.great ottes, both fo their Pd&ffe and ERates,- mifoy ha- " ' 

“ ving got their Women Servants Wlth-Child, Whdi they'had feriifkd tfidir'Ifol; 
tt turned them oyer-either-tb the cornmoh BrdtRel H6Ufes, or kept' theft perpe^ 

“ tually in that couffe bf fkvery. TlfeyWere univorfaliy given to Drunkfenhefs, 

1 ‘ fpendfog night and day in Tipling, making great chear, and being at great 
1 “ expedee 
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Sea- t « “ expence in thdTmwn and pitHUll Houfes, of a quite contrary difpofition tothe 
Normns in this refpecft, who in fair and ftately Hpufes lived very thriftily. 

And Drunkennefs was accompanied with the ufual Vices which debauch and ren¬ 
der effeminate the minds'of .Men. ; -u •' jr . 

50 Hence came it to pafs, that rather carried headlong with temerity and fu¬ 
ry, than any true skill they had in War, they ingaged with Duke William, and by 
loofmcr the day, inflaved both themfelves and Countrey. In Sum, tire. EngUfb 
then wore their Clothes fliort, cut their Hair, lhaved their Faces, ( all, he means, 
but their upper Lip) loaded their Armes with golden Bracelets marked their ^ 

Skin with divers Images, would Eat till they forfeited; arid Drink til they vomi¬ 
ted which lalt Vices they communicated to the Conquerours, in all things elfe 
taking up, and admiring their Modes. But this he would not have. underltood of 
. all but of the Englifk in general; forafmuch as to his knowledge there were ma¬ 
ny good Men, both artiongft Clergy and Laity But faith he, as in times ofpro- v emnficmin 
deritv thewdnefs of Godmoft commonly cherijhes the had wft.h the good, fo, in the Milime 
Captivity of a Nation,, fometimes his feverity invokes the good in the . fame fala- f 
Who are ad- mities with the bad . They had formerly; as Ingulphus alTures us, run out ofthem- rump 
Sra ofthefelves, and become French, by idolifingand imitating.the Normans in & 

French ' was light and trivial ; now they mull ferve whom befor^they ador d.. Thole bJ l0Scummm 

that were fo enamoured of all things that were French^ they would with 
rather to be ferved by a French Dog, than an EngliJh Um, now had the prm- 
lege to be called and ufed as Dogs, by their late Laequies, upon whom, out of ventaj . 

' th! influence of their former affedion, .it’s to be wanned, that like Spamejs Dewmm. 
they more fawned the. more they beat them. And fuch Women asjavilhed with^^/'^- 
the Perfons, and deportment of their French Guefts., would flock to Edit.s™. 
ftart at and admire them even at the Gallows, or when;f.ey were Attained ^ 
or led to Execution, now might flay at home and fave their pains, migh^ view na „fi nmn 
Who .no. and raeMe themfelves with that contenting ^/“edl^bd^ themlock--Jjg- 
. come to fettle j^cr on:-the Head, or hanging up their dull Englifb Husbands, Sons or Brothers, ^ 
their fancy. OW n Doors, But no more of this difmaLSubjefr Qnely,Readerremem- Narmmi 

ber that the. fame Caufes ordinarily produce the fame EffeSs. Wewill difmifs our AngimraQa- 
Englifh Saxon A nceftors with what is more comfortable; by taking a viewol their Kim 

Polity, their Laws, and. better Cuftoms. 

; < 1 • ' confute que 

, deTuonelaU 

The Govern- 4 o. To begin at the top. - From the courfe of this Hiftory, the Reader will.ob-■ 
nient Monar.c ervethat t i ie Government was Monarchical, and that not. oneJy in relpect or tathiat d 
c the particular Kingdoms during the Heptarchy, which had their peculiar Kings, hlcm p rm 

‘ but even of the whole Body of the Nation, .which wfc ufually Corrmianded by 
one of thefeven, of all . which Beda takes notice till his time, and Egbert more 
effectually than any of them completed the Defign, leavingdusjofterity in 
pofleffion of that Power, which brought the Sovereignty to ^ 

W eft Saxon Kings, that, which none of the other could accomplish as to then 
Families. The nature of, the Monarchy w.e muft believe at the firft followed the 
condition of the Tenure, mbfolute Conquefts and Territories, both got anri held 
by tile Sword alone, ufually producing abfolute Governments, which many times 
either by reafon of the infirmFoundations laid by the Conquerours 
.. t h e humour of the Peoplenot enduring, fuch fubjeCtion,or other accidentf r: ehange 
S y conque y -into more moderate arid lefs Arbitrary l That Hengifi, # 

touri - tains, when they .firft erected their Dominations, Governed their Souldiers. v horn 
now being Kings they .called Subjects, witfi as great Authority, andasfdl pom- 
mand as formerly, we little doubt. The; . Polity, and,Frame of them poyern- 
ments for a long time could not be ver^Pphl^^ 
little: to dpe.amongft Arms, and Confufion, and, with^Arms 
ken up, Conquering by dint of Swpfd ; every foot o^ground* they calledfoeits, 
generally throughout , the Countrey, which having byymain 
much contentiohand tuging on, both 

prs,- they -were afterwards as bufie m defending it, as; -well fron^Incfoacli 
Thep Laws ments and Rapines of.one another, as, the,.Re-entries of its. former Mafters There 
are enaAed. f Gre ,tjjlthe time ot Ephelbert the firft. Chrifhan King, hear we nothing ofoljws, 

dKy^ving-beeri fMmerly Governed; by common Rules of 

accordine-w the Exigency of Affairs, and the nature of. Curcufoftances, or 

fiich ;Gdtoms as they 'brought along with them from their own . . 

After 
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>. Rom, Empire, 


" 41 After that their Kings became Chriftian, they, ftyled themfelvcs fucli, 

fin the Singular Number, /, though the Plural in King Ed- ■ . . 

gar's days was given to Angle Perfons) By PivinePFpen- 
By what Ti- f a fj on Ry (a) the Mercy of God, By (b) Divine Dtjpojiticn, sic Qnulphusjtex Mmiorum. 

ftv[ed th them- 5 and By (0 the Grace ofour LordJefus Chrifi , or fucli like, fo ieMiajhs.ibid.&Beonedu!. 
leivei. though fome of them omitted fuch Exprefiions, writing , 

oneiy thenifelves Bings of fuch a Countrey. The other fix Kingdoms being brought 
under that of the Weft Saxons , the Weljh and Scots became alfo tributary, or 
acknowledged fuch Subjection, that Eadred the Son of Edward the Elder, A. D. 

048. ftyled himfelf King (d) of Great Britain. After ? * 

hSn 4 -took «h= Title of M W »/.->« ft* jJ&fcSS 'J&SSSZX* 
Britain , and King C/) of Great Britain, and King {gj OJ Pri7icifis magn£ Britannia temporaU ge- 
all Albion , as alfo of the CO Maritime or Kings of the rcns imperiwn. 

Jjlands, and of King of Albion and the (i)Neighbouring Kings, lltits magZ 

in which Titles he acknowledged the very large Munifi- Britannia Monarchiam. j.d. 996. 

cence of Almighty Godwin that he was advanced above VfH- 

all his Progenitours. The reafon of thefe high Titles, may F A J D 91a s 

be fetch’d from what we have written of his being waited (ri EgoEdram totius Albion* bajilm 

on, and rowed in a Boat by Eight Petty Kings or Princes, 

amongft whom is found Maccuje King or the Wes, tor babitantium,adeb ut minus progc- 

Edqar is faid to have been Lord of all the Ifiands, as far as nitorum fubmione largifluaDei gratia 
Norway. But this Dominion of the Northern Iffes conti- fitg* 
nued not long, but as with Edgar the Grandeur and Felicity morumqus Rpgum bafdcui. 
of the Englijh Monarchy, fo this large Title fell with him, 
not extending it felf to the Orcades, which as both Giraldus Cambrenjis and others 
affirm anciently werefubjedt to the Kings of Norway, with one of whom ,viz, Harold ^.caucm ' 
Harvager, as we have lately feen, Paul the Earl of Orcades z ame and fought againft adds orderi- 
our King Harold, the Son of Godwin. Yet though they might not ufe the Titles, 
did many of the fucceeding Kings hold both Wales and Scotland in Subjection. ub.10.CS 
Th q Englijh Saxon King whom they termed Gymn^apd contra&edly at laft Cyng, c M c ‘ ni f 0> l^f 
C as we now do the Saxon Language not knowing K ) had Sovereign Power and ^mtimaT' 
Rights of Majefty, made Laws, raifed Money, and had power of Life and Death, chronic, sige- 
TheQueen, as we lhall fee hereafter. The Wife of the King they called Gpen, as we at prefent ad Ann , 
Queen, and /he was Partaker with her Husband though not in Sovereignty, yet in 11 7 ‘ 
Refpecft and Honour, till by reafon of the pragmatical Carriage of Eadburga, the 
Daughter of Offa, and Wife to Birtric, this Cuftome common to all Nations was 
interrupted in the Royal Palace of the Weft Saxons, where the Wives of the 
Kings were not fuffered to fit by them, nor to enjoy the Title of Queen, till 
this Decree was repealed by King Ethelwulf, though with much trouble in fa¬ 
vour of his Queen. Judith the French Lady. The King’s Son or the Heir to the 
Crown was called Etheling, in Latin they termed him Clito, C fignifying the 
Hrirand other ^ an ? e > as C^far, Princeps Juventutis or Nobilijfmus Cafar, amongft the Romans ) 

Son*. though thefe Names were in a manner given to all of the Bloud-Royal, whom 
Hoveden in a diminutive way calls Clitmculi. The Eldeft by the Prerogative of 
his Age challenged juftly the Title of King after his Father’s death, but the Reader 
in perufal of this Hiftory may take notice how often this Courfe was changed,when 
either force prevailed, a former agreement had pafled, or the next and immediate 
Heir was but a Child. 

Two forti of 4 2, ^ ^e Inftruments by which the Kings governed, their Principal were 
Council*. their Councils. Of thefe they had two forts, viz. their Ordinary or Domeftick, 
confiding of Domefticks, or fuch as were near their Perfons; or Extraordinary,* 
which was the Great Aflembly or Council held for determining the great and ur- 
2 ibf r w Af ‘ g ent A ^ rs °f the Kingdom. This was called ^tenagemoce, or the Affembly of 
Council for Wifemen, and confided of the Prelates and Noblemen, or chief Magiftrates of the 
governing the Kingdom. Hereof, befides what the Laws of Princes fpeak, we have ample Tefti- 
Nation. mony from feveral Charters of Kings, as well in the feveral petty kingdoms du¬ 
ring the Heptarchy, as after it came fully to be reduced into one Monarchy. Ber- 
tulph the King of the Mercians in a Charter, wherein he confirms the Revenues 
and Privileges of the Monaftery of Croyland', fignifies that the Monaftery had eX- , 

hibited their complaint before the (a) Prelates and Nobles of his whole Realm of 

... , querela veftra 

per tratrem Askillum Cemmonachum vejtrum palam coram pralatis GS proceribus totius Begni met Mercia apud Beningaon 
ultimo congregatis. Omnibus tenerrimi compatientibUs—plactiit ; aptid Ingulf hum,- f. 8 58. Edit. Fraricofiirti. 
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Mercia the laft time ajfembled at Beningdon, all who tenderly compaftionated them 
’ for the^njuries they had received, and having confident and commended the Ac- 
curatenefs of their Religion, i* pie. fed them all by this King’s Inftrument to confirm 
and inlarge all their Privileges formerly granted to them by his Brother VUtblff 
Wherefore with (l') the common Council of Ins whole King- , (b) Cm c—CB)KiUomi 

dam he c-rants fuchand fuch things; again, he grants with »,• me i concetto. ** 

Cc~) ’the Common Council and free confent of all the Great M am cmmnni concilia smuit 
Men of hi^Kingdom. And conffmg f all hkTrela.e.aod jflf — »*»«** * - 
Noblemen And that it(e') maninoufly pleafed him and his (d) Confinlicntibns ommlmptiviiu 
whole Cornell. Afterward in the fame Charter he dgnifies,riiat 
their poffeffion was in an ejpedal mannei appi opriated to theje i oe f 0 cmC ilio. p. 859. 

Relmous Men, by the (f ) Common Council of the Kingdom. (f) EtPoffejfioviris Mi gio f iS (mm . 
And at length concludes in this manner, Therefore Qgfwitb » a g”> «'«■ 

the unanimous Confent of the whole prefent Council here afjem- (V) chm ergb muutim confix tnius 
Med at Kinsefbury, in the year of the Incarnation of our Lord Pfntu comlnlncapud Mny «. 

mea ai iAiugciuui y , J , . f .. no Incarnatioms Chrftt Domini 851 feu 

Chrift 8 5 ip he fixth Day in Eafter -week, for the Affairs of the in Hebdomad* Pafth e p,o^ tiK . 

Kingdom this my Royal writing I have confirmed firmly , and gotiis congregati,iJludmeum Region chi. 
immutably withWfign of the Holy Crofs This abundantly 
iliews of"whom the Great Council conlifted which was held . / 

in Mercia for the publick Affairs of the Kingdom. At this time the King of Mercia 
was tributary to him of the Weft Saxons, which was Ethelwulf as appears though 
fever'd 1 other ways by Oflat his Butler, who being prefent at the figmng of the 
Charief whnefleth to it in this form, t Oflat the Sailer ofKi: % Ethehvulf, W£Jj£- 
the Ambaffadour of him my Lord , and of his Sons in their Names;, and the Name of 
all theJefi Saxons have commended this writing of the Lord King ^ tulph. His 
being prefent-at this Affembly, and figmng m the Name of King Ethehvnlf of his 
Sons and all the Weft Saxons, feems to hint this to us,that though thefe Tributary 
Princes as Kings held the Affemblies of their Kingdoms, and therein made Laws, 'M 
and otherwife difpatched their great Affairs, yet in acknowledgement ol the bo- f lJhld 
vereigntyofthe Kings 

over all/tilings were not ratified, but by the confent of the faid Welt Saxon ^ ^ 
Kings exprelled by their Ambafiadours fent on purpofe. phmmmn 

4, When the whole Power was transferred upon the Weft Saxe 
they were become Monarchs of the Etglifh under them, alfo fuch AflemUie' 
were held of the whole Nation, confuting of the fame forts of Perform Asm 
soe no farther than hgulphu r, Edrei, who ltyled himfelf Monarch of Great Bn- 

byhisEdift he felt Wv******* 

Realm , as well Anhbifhops , Bifhops and Abbats as the rejt c Jf miver f m ignates Bfgni per Regnnn 
of the Nobles of his whole Kingdom to meet at London, to Ediam f ummm iti, tm Anhufftw 
b, handle the pallid Affairs of the whole Realm. Herei wefee 

r0 ‘they were afiembled by the Kings Edi<ft, not by fending J^Liifthm ad trJ<md«m d* w 
to them all in particular, but by the way of Proclamation. «- 

■Their meeting was timed according to the Exigency of £ UJ.^[ mfi p axmikt & Bhclwttf 
Affairs as that notable Council held at London, A. D. 033. f Hi e)US coram fmifi:ib«>tfjr°"f™ 
under (r) Egbert for fuppreffion of the ^ Pirates, which 
continually infefted the Sea-coalts, at which were prefent 
the laid Egbert, Ethelwulf his Son, Withlaf King of Mercia, tora A n gU* ajjidfi 
with the Prelates and the greater Noblemen of all England. wm&’K,* ««<—'*'**'* 
Yet it is obfervable that their bufinefs giving them leave, * 
thev would flay for fome remarkable day or time. As 
this Councd was held on the Feaftof St Augaflm the ConfelTour 
Apoflle of our Nation as the Charter hath it, mezmngAuguft/ne, the: Monk, kn¬ 
ow to convert the Englijh Nation by Gregory the Great, whofe Feftival was 
held in great efteem upon that account. The Councils held m , * 

formerly mentioned by us,affembled at Eafter, and indeed this ffems^to li _ 
the time chieliyrefpedtedwhen the occafion was not urgent and prefiing, 
the feafon being convenient for Travel, this Feftival in thofe days was wont by 
Princes more magnificently to be obferved, and their Courts n0W fJ e ^ jb i 
be more full of the Nobility, who ufually waited upon Kings at^theCelebiation 
of it, Wbitfmtide and Chriftmafs, but efpecially of it, as appears from « ha 've 
reade of Charles the Great, and as we fee by the Letter of King ^«^fwritten 
to his Subjects from Rome, the Princes of Italy flocked to that City to celeb 
together with the Pope that Holy Feaft. Of courfe therefore comingto Court, 
at^tliat time it was moft convenient to hold the Affembly, Eafter , Whiff ^ 
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and Chriftmafs, were the'ordinary times for holding thefe great Councils. Yet Sect. 1 2, 
that Affembly fummoned by King Edred, was held on the Feaft of the Nativity 
of the Bleffed Virgin. . 

44. We have heard that thefe Great Councils confided of Prelates and No- 
blemen, exprefled by thefe Latin words, Proceres, Magnates and Optimates, (not 
the leaft mention of any of the Common People being made 1 but for a better 
undemanding of the thing in hand,we muft know what they called them in their 
own Language. Here to fetch the matter as high as we can, we ihall betake our - 

felves to the Laws of King Ina, the firft of any Englilh Saxon King now certain- 
ly extant, who tells us that he compofed them by the counfel and advice of his cy n / n5 ‘ 
Father Ceured, of Hedda and Erkemvald his Billiops, and all his Aldermen, an d m j & gepsaht 
the Eldeft Wife Men of his Nation, and alfo in a great Affembly of the Servants 4 mi& 
of God : of Bilhops there is no doubt. As for Aldermen the Latin Tranftatour pe Cenpe- 
terms it Senators , but this leaves us in as great obfeurity. Firft then, the word &e r mm-r 
who were eakopman was fo general as to fignifie and comprehend all that were eminent pasep y 
Great Affirm- either in refpeeft of their Dignity or their Offices, all Reguli, Subreguli Princes, 

Sy. Dukes, Earls, and all forts of Magiftrates. But fuch of them muft be here meant r ^°* 
as muft correfpond with what follows, viz., the * Wife Elders • and luch as may cenpoloej- 
be called Magnates , Optimates and Proceres , for fuch they are ftyled in General m minej . blf . 
the forementioned Charters. Thofe therefore whom Writers in Latin call Du- C eo ? e r -3 
ces and Comites were Dukes and Earls, they ftyled by the Name of Aldermen, as mib eallum 
is notorious to any one who hath the leaft converfed with Saxon Authours: in minum eal- 
King Alfred's Tranilation of Beda, and in the Annals nothing more ordinary. &°miannum 
Any eminent Judge alfo or Jufticiary was alfo known by the word Alderman. * 

But more particularly we meet with the Alderman of England, for fo was Aihvin x f n 
ftyled, as appeared by his + Epitaph in the Church of Ramfey which he himfelf j> eo6e S 
Founded. Now by this Title what elfe can be meant than him whom following eac m y C ej. 
•times called The Chief JuJlice of all England, we cannot devife, for that Aihvin was pej-omnun- 
a Judge is || evident enough, and that being the Younger Son of Athelftan Duke -ge Go&ep 
of the Eaft Angles , from his Birth he could have no luch Title. There was a- geopena. 
nother called the Kings Alderman, either for that he W'as conftituted immediately 
by the King,or becauie he adminiftred the King’s Juftice, and he feems to have been f 0 f 
ordained for a time as occafion ferved. Then was there the Alderman of the Shire, semcUum, 
or the Schireman, viz. he whom they called in Latin Comes , as the Shire it 
Comitatus. Or it feems rather to fignifie the Judge of the County skilled in the invmiffiv. ’ 
Laws, the Deputy as it were of him whom they called Eorl, (like as the Salii Edmardi. 
had two or three Judges under the Count, whom they called Sagtbarones') and 
joined by the Laws with the Bilhop of the Diocefs both as to, Dignity and the Pmbytcris. 

joint execution of their Offices in the meeting of the Countrev which they cal -1 Mcrequief- 
•i , _ , • * cit D. Ailwt- 

led Folcmete. nusinciytiRi- 

45". That the Eorle or Earl was diftindt from this Alderman appears from th egts Eadgari 
Laws of King Athelftan, which in the valuation of Men equals the * Arch bilhop 
The Vaiuatu and the Earl, as alfo the Alderman and the Bilhop, fetting the Heads of the 'ffh-mhimm 
of Aiderma^ 6 f° rmer at fif teen thoufand Thrymfes, and thofe of the later but at eight thoufand,^ hujus fieri 
Bilhop and’’ as the Head of him we call Nicecomes at four thoufand. Being thus joyned in cZjuP^Udl- 
Eari. valuation with the Bilhop, the Laws of both King Edgar and Ring Canute joyn tor. 
them in the Folcmote or Meeting of the Shire, where they command that both 
be prefent ; the Alderman to teach the People their Duty as to this World, vlkGhjfar. 
and the Bilhop to inftrudt them in reference to that to come , as the Office of spcim.vfm 
the Earl was to proted the Shire ; fo that the Office of the Earl refpeded the ^ Aldarm t - 
Political Government and Defence, that of the Alderman matter of Law, and *yjpcebifci- 
that of the Bilhop things concerning Religion. But both as we faid, the Earl 0 ?er *3 eop- 
and Judge iti general expreffion were called Aldermen, efpecially before the Danes ky Rvpe- 
came to fettle in England. For the w r ord Eorla is of Danifh Original, as wirnef- gil&bi'S xr 
feth f Ethelwerd theHiftofian, and after the Englijh received it, beftowedit upon ^ 
the Superiour fort of Aldermen, w'hom the Laws (as ,we have- laid } ranked I ,r ^ e0)er 
with an Archbilhop, and to an Inferiour it is never found applied.. After., the 
coming in of the Normans the word was applied to him, whom the Dutch calf a v ‘ t!1 rf 
Grave , though Sir (| Henry Spelman thinks that in the days of our Saxons it "rather f Vndodm 
fignified whom the Latin Writers called Dux, and Conful as a general Name, fpfff 
than Comes, becaufe he whom the Law of Athelftan makes equal with the Bilhop 
was alfo called Comes. But it feems when our Saxon Anceftours took the Narae>'r«r«.-<w- 
of Earl from the Danes, they took it quite away indeed, and robbed them of it. ?; 

For now amongft them there is no fuch word, as neither Ear nor Ar (fignifying ' 

Nil 1 Honour j 
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Sect. 12. Honour} from which it is derived. Yet do they ufe the Adjective Erlig, that is. fr'fcf-j. 

Honoured , with which they are wont to fubfcribe their Letters. To'^'e’ } 

4 6. But of fuch Perfons did the Publick Aflembly of the Nation confift, viz. s * 

; on the Lay part of Viceroys, Princes, Patritians, (which Title King Edgar gives Kobknat 

to Turketule the Chancellour) Dukes, Earls, Counts, Prefers or Governors, and 
t*j . Laity Hlafor ds, all who are comprized under the Name of Aldermen; and fo alio are 
tcTpriid Archbidiops, Bilhops, Abbats, Priefts and Monks on the part of the Clergy. 
uiKkn the T j ie f e were a ifo t he Wife Men and Elders which King ha meant, for Semours, Se- 

Au'erman. natours, Elders and Aldermen are the fame, and moreover thofe of the Clergy are 
The clergy they whom he calls the Servants of God, this being an appellation m thole times 
ca’!ed the ser- Iiar t0 Ecclcfiaftical Perfons, a phrafe taken up by Bilhops, Priefts and Monks, 

‘ is notorious to any one but meanly converfantin the Monuments of thofe Ages. 

All they arc comprifed under the Name of the Servants of God, afwell as the 
Lay Members of this Great Council under the Name of Aldermen, the thanes 
onelv excepted, who muft be added to the former, as appears by feveral Subfcrip- 
JhMet tionsboth to Councils and Charters. Now * Thanes were of two forts, either * Saxon*; 

f Ecclefiaftical, or Secular. The Secular were alfo diftinguilhed into two ranks, a oe- 
whereof the Greater were in Degree next to Counts, (as Favafors were to them) ">an nunr- 
bcing called the King’s || thanes as now are called the King’s Barons The o- 
ther fort were thelefler * thanes or under thanes , being the fame with the lef-y^ f . 
fer fort of Barons, Lords of Manors, Favajors , and the like. In Latin they tus ^ 1S mh} 
Subfcribed themfelves Minifler, after thofe who ftyled themfelves Comites- and ^ eoj , 

'■ I little doubt but that the King’s thanes, or the Miniftri Regis were meant here- h Seopan 

by, though feme of the lower fort of thanes might occafionally becaUed to the/m. 
Council as there was occafion to employ them, as by feme Subfcriptions we find, e JJ e , 
not onely the Queen, but Abbefles, Priefts and Monks to have been prefent.fW^ 
But no Repre- But as to any Reprefentatives of the Common People, we muft profefe as doth ^ 
tentative, of 4 Sir H spelm.m, that we can find no fuch in thefe Greateft Councils ol our (j Cynmver 
the Commo- ' . J n 1 1 

naity. Saxon Anceftours. 

1 * LefSefr 

nay vide 

Stebmn. Gloff.ir. in voc. Thegnus & Baro £■? Selden. Title, of Honour. Item Somneri Glojfar . in voc. Tegnio. 
fsedut uberius dicam de Perfinis in iftiufmodi Concilia convocatis: occumt pnmb nufquam me rcpmjje inter Sixtr.ei 
voftros plebi locum, cni in German.a Tacitus potiorem tribuit in voc. Parlamentum. 


The Govtr- 47. What we have faid already of the feveral great Officers of the Kingdom 
norn-s of being Members of the Great Council or Meeting of Wifemen may much lerve 
PariSent tCf tofliew how the King out of the Council governed as well as in, for fometbng 
has been faid in reference to the nature of their Office and Employments. The 
chiefeft Officer under the King was his Chancellour; for governing of the People, 
were the Earls, Counts or Aldermen of the Counties or Shires, who for this pur- 
pofe held another Aflembly or Council, which from the Folk or People therein 
gathered together was called Folcmote, and from the (hire Scypagemote, over 
thefe the Aldermen of the fhire prefided, but in them aflembled all the Great men 
in King Edward the Coftfeflour’s Laws called Principes, theBifliops, the military 
Men and Freemen of all England, therein they {wore Allegiance to the King. The 
Bufinefles of the Shires were here£ranfaded,and hence it wasnotlawfull to appeal 
to the King’s Court but in failure of Juftice, and here were chofen the Deputies 
of the Aldermen of the Shires called in Latin Ficecomites, as alfo another fort, or 
military Officers called Heretochs. The Deputies were in Saxon called SWr 
and Scipxepepar (whenceour Shire-reeves contra&edly Sheriffs ) and m the Ab- 
lence of the Aldermen they managed the Bufinefles of the County, and governed 
the Folcmotes. Before them as appears from hgulphus Propriety was tried, and 
when evicted they were to put the right owner into Pofleffion. From the lame 
Writer it farther appears, that there were certain Officers formerly in Latin cal¬ 
led Ficedomini, out of which two forts were made, viz . This of Ficecomites, and 
another whom he calls Juftitiarii. Yet that the Ficedomini continued afterward 
is evident enough, but one of thefe two forts might be meant viz either a She¬ 
riff or a Jufticiary, for it’s an ordinary thing for the Species to be denominated Dy 

48 The Heretochs who as we laid were alfo chofen in meeting of the Shiie, 
are thus deferibed to us by one who in the time of the Normans interpolated the 
Laws of Edward the Confeffour. “ There wereother Powers and Dignities (faith d* &>■ 
“ he) conftituted throughout all Countries and Provinces, and tnrough the le- • 
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A Defection “ veral Shires which the Englijh called Heretochs , viz. Nolle, Eminent, Wife, Sedt. 12. 

of Heretochs. “ Faithfull and Courageous Barons, in Latin Duttores Exercitus, whom the French w/'V'-w 
“ named Capital Conftablcs, or Marllials of Armies. In Battels they Marlhalled Ar- 
“ mies,..and raifed Forces as occafion ferved, and when they thought fit for the 
“ Honour of the Crown, and the benefit of the Kingdom. Now thefe Men were 
“ chofen by the Common Council, for the common Utility of the Realm through 
“ all the Provinces and Countries, and the feveral Counties in full Folcmote , as 
“ the Sheriffs of Provinces and Counties ought to be chofen; fo as in every Coun- 
“ ty there was ever one Heretoch chofen to conduit the Forces of his Shire accor- 
“ ding to order received from our Lord the King for the Honour and Profit of 
“ the Crown of the faid Kingdom, always when need required. Whofoever for 
“ fear of Battel or Death fliall fly from his Lord, or Aflociate in the Conduit of 
“ his Heretoch , either in an expedition by Sea or Land, is to loofe all he hath, 

“life and all, and the Lord may feize upon that Land which he formerly gave 
“ him. Here add that all Men were bound to be provided of Arms, out of St. 

“ Edward’s Law. 3 5'. They were chofen then as Sir Henry Spelman obferves in full 
Folcmote , not in the Aflembly of the beginning of May , of which we fhall fpeak 
anon, but at the beginning of Ottoher. At thefe Folcmotes thefe Heretochs * were * Ab bepe 
prefent, and with the approbation of the Aflembly ordered what was to be done, Eumitus & 
in reference to the Militia. This Popular Ele&ion of them feems to have been ta- ro 5 en dli ' 
ken from the Germans , as appears from the Laws of the Boil f And as Thing fo Bmvi 
Name came from them, with whom ftill at this day Her tog anfwereth to the hJiedkum 
Latin Dux, and they as well as our Saxon * Anceftours ftill give that Title to De Her tog van 
thofe Princes, and great Nobles which with us ufe the ftyle of Dukes. Yet 
thefe our Heretochs were no fuch kind of Perfons, but either of the fame am, &c. 
Dignity, and account with the Sheriffs or inferiour to them. For the *. cha l t * qu£ ~ 
Laws of Henry the Firft dire&ing who ffiould be prefent at the Shire- ^hcrmqux 
mote order that there be the Bijhops, Comites, and Ficecomites, then the He- Latinb mmc 
retochs, Trithingreves, Ledgreves, 6c. Sir t Henry thinks them the fame with thofe cmltmw- 
whom the Laws of ^thelfian call Holdes ; for as he joins Shire-reeves and He- cant Mcrcio- 
retochs together, fo doth he alfo Holdes and Hehgereeves, by which no other rum,fcribMit 
than the Shire-reeves are fignified. But thus we have ffiewed that both the one /T e h e P e 
and the other were chofen in the Folcmote , which as to the Shire-reeves held jSwLn 
till the ninth year of Edward the Second, or the year of our Lord 13 r 5. After- \v,de hiemf- 
wards great Conteftsand Tumults arifwg they came to be pricked by the King, <i>‘* spei. 
in the manner they are at this prefent. nfcbaUo M *‘ 

49. But farther, What has been faid of the Power of the Heretochs , as to rai- °‘ 
fing and management of the Militia of the Shire, muft for all this be meant fub- 
ordinately to the Earl or Alderman. For in the Saxon Annals and other Hifto- 
ries throughout, upon all occafions we find thefe great Men, thofe whom in La¬ 
tin they called Duces and Comites, ftill to be up and fighting, and of thefe Here¬ 
tochs, otherwife than in the Law Books, find we no mention, their A&ions and 
Hot thefe Authority being hid under that Employment of the Counts. They were chofen 
chofen? WCre ^ the People in the Polcmote, as the Knights of Shires at this day, the Al- 1 
derman, Count or Earl, was appointed by the King, continued during plcafure 
for a time, or was now and then Hereditary as the Prince thought convenient. 

The Office of Count, Earl or Alderman, was to prevent and punilh Force and 
Their Power, Injury, reftrain Robberies, and keep the King’s Peace, not onely by the vigour V j. 11 r 
ward. and Re * t ^ ie Taws, but if need ferved, by force of Arms; the King’s Dues, as Cuftoms Alurcdi, aliol 
and Tributes, he Colleded and brought into the Treafury. Yet the Caufes of tumpajftm. 
Noblemen were not try able in his Court, a thing in force fo much at this day, 
that Adions of Debt or Injuries cannot be tried in the County Court, if the 
value of the thing contended for be not under forty {hillings. This is farther re¬ 
markable, that no Man by the Laws of King Alfred, could change his dwelling C 2 - 
without the knowledge and teftimony of the Alderman, in whole Shire he lived, c.* 

In cafe he had taken a Thief and difmifled him, or concealed the theft, he was to 
loofe his Shire, except the King pleafed to difpenfe with him by the Laws of ha. 

As the reward of his fervice, or ftipend from the profits arifing out of the Mulds 
and Pleas of his County, he received the third penny, as did the French Counts, 
m the time of Charles the Great, which Cuftome was continued by the Normans 
after the Conqueft. From Doomfday Book alfo, it appears, that the Earl or Count 
received certain Rents or Payments from .particular Towns, as that of Chichefier 
paid fifteen pounds to the King, and ten to the Earl. Such was the power, duty 
and reward of this great Officer, in Saxon called Alderman , in Latin, Dux or 

Comes, 
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„ 1 * ZZTonCul . for our Writers about the Neman times, confound thefe 
Com', Officers abroad, handle them hand over 

^TSnf^muchThat V/ffliam the Conquerour himfelf, they more commonly 
head ; i nfo much, that " “ was the extent of it was through his 

SWrcTcoum", of the Original of whkh, and the nature of it, we mull adda 

httk- o SpfHnn or Divifion. being a certain Portion of A jcypan 

the Kingdom^into^many of which, the wholewas, as it were, cut or divided 
he Kingdom, into m y . from ,he Officer of it ui the fame Language T . 

K”s c"at pXtfrom the Count, in French which word Jyj. 

-ft thouah County and Counters , thence derived, we retain. At what time, a 
whom this Son of the Land was made, is fomethmgeontroverted, 
and by whomtmsiar j„ gu lphus, who writes, that Shires, 

the SSLg of Jus Prince, how in orderingthe 

■:: 

,a :: 

“to? He’adds that the Governours of Provinces, whom formerly they called 

I; he divaedtotwoOffice^, ^°Se toe 

“ BvthecareandInduftry of thefe Men, the Countrey was prefently brought 
By the care ana maun v Traveller left any money m the Fields or 

S^TfoSStdt "th after^ l,m?ghtfind it So 

“ r^Sohito into Shires, wefeebylum there werePagi ortoito- 
5 1, dciu (pveral of thofe we now term Shires, are by AJfenus 

f time an d wrote bis life, and a wonder it isthat fpeakmg of many other In£ 

he fid mate no mention of this famous Divffion of the 
I S To be fure whether there were thofe fame Divifions we now call Shires, 

ssss-ua 

Comes Leicefter, and another ramng “““ , ./ Kenu l p h which confirms the 

Nay in the ^^’revi fjjm" miff JZfd *«-« of Lincln, 

Bsespi 

WSSSM 

fromThefamer^fon^«chtits^appeHatffi^being^M mfirm^or lioUow^asm^ 

madej during theHep'archjgbei^f^nd^ronvenieniohUkontmuedjand^that otters 

S ^^etSw^^Stof^^snotofany note^i 
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that Repandune ( now Kept on ) the Seat of the Mercian Kings was. decayed, butSedt. 12. 
being a lurking hole of the Danes , whereas it’s former Name was Nor/bwortbige , 
from them, as Ethelward witnefleth, or in their Tongue, received that of Deoraly , 
contra&ed as fpme think from Dementiy , becaufe fituate upon the River Derwent. 

Ingulphus writes exprefly, that in the time of the Danijh Kings, the Limits and s ‘ d P*’"™ 
Bounds of Territories and Shires, were tranflated and very much altered from the mfemme, 
ancient ftate wherein they had flood, as often as rich Men who had money where- Haraldt &’ 
with to bribe, were concerned. In the times Of the Danes were thirty two Shires, ^"f : y uo r to ’ 
of which, they invaded fixteen at one impreflion, which number, in the time ofprmemi'bus, 
of the Conquerour,as appeareth by Doomfday Book it felf, was increafed to thirty ® mult aim- 
four, although fome have written of thirty fix. We faid that fome Diilricts, du- ta¬ 
ring the Heptarchy, might be continued afterward, when the whole Monarchy vilcgu mom. 
came to be afterward divided into. Shires ; but that generally it was not fo, we ^J r r f rum r 
may guefs from a certain fragment, which belonging to fome time of the Hep- Zpm/iisfif. 
tarcliy, lliews that the Land had other Regions diftinguiflied by Hides after this fl ata -Smuts 
fon of r the Vi * rnanner< Myrena contained 30000. Hides, Wokenfettia 7000. Wefterna 7000. Tec- 
Land°bythe f etm I20a Elmedfetna 600. Lindesfarona 7000. South Gyriva 600. North Gynva ^Comisltud 
Hides. 600. Eaft Winna 500. Weft Winna 60Q. Spalda 600. Wigefta 900. Herejinna 12.00. M » tranflati 
Sweordora 300. Eyfla 300. Wicca 300. Wibtgora 600. Noxgaga joco. Obtgaga mfin*' 
2,000. Hwincna 7000. Clinternfetna 4000. Hendrica 3000. Fnecungga izoo. Are- nmt.it;, 
featna6oo. Fearfinga 300. Belmiga 600. Withe rigga 600. Eaft Willa 600. Weft FyyHffpu* 
Willa 600. Eaft Engle 10000. Eaft Sexena 7000. Cantmrena 15000. Soiirh Sexe- wc/ft'ls Tar- 
na 7000. and Well Sexena 100000. Hides. Of thefe Hides, we fliall onely re- bnorum <jui 
mark, that from divifion of filch Territories as here are, into but fo many, the 
quantity of themmuft be very various, for other reckonings do not agree" with qulrekm^ 
.this. In ancient times they much ufed the word Setna, for Inhabitants, terming 
alfo thofe that lived upon Mountains, Dun fatten. * We are told that this Catalogue **'*' *‘ u 
onely r.efpedfs the Land lying on this fide Humber ; fo that the Kingdom of the 
Northumbrians being left out of it, and the five laft Regions containing fo many 
other Kingdoms of the Heptarchy, that; of Mercia muft have contained the reft 
before mentioned. Fecfetna, was the Seat of fuch as Injiabited the Mountains, or 
the Peak, which was with other low grounds, afterward aligned to Darby. Lin¬ 
desfarona, was Lindfey, South. Gyriva and North Gyriva , were the Feiiny Habita¬ 
tions ofthe-Gfmzor Gernii, formerly mentioned, part were bolonging to Lincoln- 
fhire, viz. North Gyriva, and the reft to the-other Counties adjoyning. Eaft Sexe¬ 
na, South Sexena and Cantwarena, being formerly Kingdoms, and found to be of 
a proportionable fize, without much variation, were left and made fo many Shires 
of themfelves. 


SI- Some Divifions therefore or Shires, King Alfred might find, others lie might 
add, and he. or his complete the Number which we fa id were found in the Da¬ 
nijh times. If he divided, not all the Land firft into'Shir.es, the Shires he iubdivi- 
The occafion dec! into Hundreds, and .thefe Hundreds into Tithings. , Of thefe after Ingulphus DegejUs p r 
dingTe'Land the Monk of Malmesbury writes, that becaufe the Inhabitants, taking occafion 
into Hun-' from the Barbarians “ pradUfing Robberies, fo that there was no Travelling with- 
S s ; 11Kl Ti_ “ out defence of Arms, he ordained Centuries, which they call Hundreds , and 
“ Decimals, which they hame Tithings; that every Englijh Man, living honeftly, 

“ might be found in his. proper Hundred and Tithing. If it happened that any 
u one were accufed.of a Grime, out, of his Hundred and Tfthing, he was to pro- 
“ duce Sureties or Bail,, if none would Bail him, he was to undergoe the feverity 
“ <?f the Laws f in cafe any accufed Perfon, either before or after Bail given 
“ fliould make.liis efcape, all in the Hundred gnd Tithing lliould fine to the King. 

“ By this Device, he procured fuch Peace to the feveral Countries, that where 
“ Flighways parted, he. caufed Golden Bracelets to be hung upon Ports, which de- 
“ rided the avarice of Paflengers, ; of whom none dared to take them away. 

“ This gives us an account of the occafion of their Inftitution, and of the Suc- 
‘‘ cefs- As for the Divifion of the Land into , them, it was neither certain nor 
Tim DiviGon equal. Gervafe of Tilbury wrote, that art Hide of Land confifted of an hun- 
nor' equal"' , dred A f res > and an Hundred oft certain hundreds of Hides. Sr. Henry Spelman, 

takes notice, that of purpofe he afligns no certain number, for one Hundred was 
three or four-times bigger than another. Some have held that an Hundred con¬ 
fifted of an hundred Villages, as. Giraldus Cqmbrenfis deferibes the Weljh Cantred. 

But at prelent, fcarcely any where are there.to.be found throughout England, an 
hundred Villages in one Hundred; fcarcely half fo many; they are great ones that 
contain thirty or forty. Many have but ten, fome but two, and fome, as the Hun¬ 
dreds 
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t-n. dreds of Cberhamand Mar Jen in the County of Kent confift but of one a-piece. 

And Stanford in Lmcolnfhire, as appears from Doomfday Book , paid for twelve 

Hundreds^ j on [j t hatat firft an Hundred confifted of 100 Hides, and that 

aftertvards the quantity came to be altered, as all humane Inftitutions are fub,eft 

to change, and Iugulflm tells us that great alteration was made in the Divifiotis 
of die Und in the time of the Dans. Juft fo at i!»»e whenthefeveral Centuries 
of die People were firft ordained, a refpeft was had to the Number, but afterwards 
when Strvim modelled theState anew he mcreafed the numbers of People very 
much in fome of them, but let the Name (till remain as in that Hiftory we lave 
obferved to the Reader and given him warning not to take a Century for an hun- 
The Oovern- ^ Men, but fuch a Divifion of the People. The Hundred to be Pure was a part 
Hundred *' of the Shire, where an hundred men prefided as Prefervers of the King s Peace, 
being called Hmdredirs , and in Latin Cyiturmes and Centcmru Theyliad 
Cogniftnce of the middle fort of Caufe and Suits j the moft 
heard in the Tithing or Occuria, by the Tithmynen or Decurmes, feach H nndrti 
containing ten Tithingi) and the higheft in the County Court or Sctrm*'. Over 
thefe Hmdreders and the whole Hundred , one prefided, called the Lord of the 
Hundred; not in his own right, but of the Count or Sheriff of that Shire, tc.which 
the Hundred did belong. Moft anciently he was chofen by the People, though 
a Statute of Edward the Second long after appropriated the Election to xheChan- 
cellour treafurer, and Barons of the Exchequer. He received money from thofe 
that were under his Jurifdidtion, and had many Privileges. The Court of the 
Hundred by the Laws of King Ina and Edward the Confeffour• was to be held 
every Month, except the King s Affairs required hafte, and then feveral Hundreds 
fometimes were called together for quicker difpatch. It was not lawfull for any 
to be abfent, as appears Irom the Laws of King Edgar. The thanes here aflem* 
bled whom Pofterity called Barons and Ecciefiaftical Judges too, for as the 
Bifliop was to be prefent at the County Court, fo others of the Clergy at this, 
and as there fo here both Ecciefiaftical and Secular Matters were heard and de- _ 

rarmined, till William the Conquerour diftinguiihed AnMMz 

„ j rvini-i-c to be held a-part, as is evident from a Writ or nis directed to an 
that lived within the Diocefe of Lincoln , which prohibits all Bilhops and Arch¬ 
deacons any more to determine their bufineflesin the Hundred; or to bring a 
Caufe concerning the regiment of Souls before Secular Perfons. But if any appli- 
Snwas^ mSout^y Caufe or Crime relating to Ecciefiaftical Laws, they 
ihould appoint a place of meetingwhere they though^ 
fliould be done to God and the Bifliop, not after the cuftomedl the Hundred, but 

accordi^ti^tte Canom^and aWeek before if any one were abfent the LL . *y. 

third time, he was punifhed as Contumacious agarnft the King 

cafe he paid not his Fine, all his Goods were to be tod When the Court Mas ^^ 
fate, the Laws of Ethelred commanded that twelve Elderly men of free C°ndion 
lliould take an Oath together with the Prefident, that they would neither Con- 

Wapentack. kin touching or betaking. Hoveden thinks it fo named from the toucli g 5 ^ 

or concufiion of Weapons or Arms. The ancient Germans indeed, from whom 
fo many will haveth e Englijh Saxons defcended, neither met in‘ Council nor m 
Judicature without their wipons, and when any Propofe 1 ‘ afrS/S^us. 
their approbation by the Ihaking together of their Ar , , . ^ 

And from them fome believe the Inftitution of Hundreds on Wnfentnck, *fdf to 
have been derived both to us and to the Lmtards, from the Laws ot wbom^ 

both^mong^ thtfumlardsTni ancient Franks were otderrf by the femejmoft 

eSwthe Abbat gives usanothe?derivation,wntmgtliat it was mUedrag. 

Som dfts cuftome, that when any Lord of the Hundred was new mad , thofe 
under hh Jmifdiftion were wont as a C— an - mken rf ub^on to 
deliver their Weapons or Arms up to him. Whether T iT^^S ,o term 
not to the Etymology, the Germans are wont from fuch like Ceremony ^ 


Chap. II. Contemporary with the Conftantinop. Roman Empire . 28! 

their leffer fort of Vaffals, whom otherwife they call Arimanni , Wapendemhnnen , Sedt 12. 
or Gewapende. . • > 

k6 . But if credit be to be given to the Pubhlher of the Laws of King Edward De Hundreds 
(^Etymology. t } je confeffour, the former Etymology is the trueft, the reafon this. “ When any f,% a P ma ' 
“ one, fay they, undertook the Government of the Wapentack , at the appointed 
« time and wonted place, all the Elderly men gave him a Meeting, and as he ligh- 
« ted from his Horfe all did him reverence. He eredting his Lance received an 
« Agreement or Affociation according to the cuftome from all, and all thofe that 
« W ere afferabled with their Lances touched his Lance, and fo by the Contract of 

“ Weapons ftrengthened them, an agreement being thus, publickly made. Form 

« Englijh Arms are called pa?pnu, and raccape fignifies to Confirm ; as it were a 
« Confirmation of Arms; or to fpeak more exprefsly, according to the Englijh 
« Tongue Wapentack is the touching of Arms ; for pepnu fignifies Arms , and tac 
« is touching. Therefore it may fufficiently be known, that for this Reafon all 
“ the Affembly was called Wapentack, becaufeby this Touching of Arms they 
“ confederated amongft themfelves. Thero were alfo other Divilions above Wa- 
Another Divi-« pentacks, which they called .^hmsap, which was the third part of the Province, rlmbin^. 

“ Thofe that ruled over them were called Jiuhingepepar, before whom were brought fnhingerc 
1 * “ fuch, Caufes as could not be decided in Wapentacks. And fo what the Englijh 

“ in general called Hundreds , the Counties of fork, Lincoln, Notingham, Leiceffer , 
i( and Northampton, as far as Watlingftreet termed Wapentacks , and what they 
“ termed three or four Hundr^jjjs, thefe called ^pitunga. But in fome Provinces 
LetbveiUths. “ they were called le’S, which thefe called thrihingc: And what could not be Letn-AUths 
“ tried by the tbrihinge, was removed into the Shire. Here the Reader may ob- 
ferve what Counties they were that ufed the word Wapentack and the word thri- 
hinge, which he muft by no means confound with tithing; for the one is fo named 
from three and the other from ten. The Divifion of Shires belonged to the 
. King, the Divifions of Hundreds ^and Wapentacks to the Earl or Sheriff. 

57. Such was the Divifion, Government, and Governours of the Countries or 
Provinces. The Cities and greater Towns had alfo their Governours, who were 
alfo called Ealdormen, which name in them continues to this very day, and their 
power, as the publisher of Edward the Confeffour s Laws affirms, was much like 
The Govcr- to that of the Governours of Hundreds and Wapentacks. Having told us that 
nonrs of Ci- Greve was a Name of Authority extending to Shires, Wapentacks, or Hundreds, De Greve. 
Town"* 3 8rCat an ^ to Towns alfo, that it fignified properly what Dominus doth in Latin, that 
the teutonicks, as Frifons, and thofe of Flanders called their Governours 
Mergreves, he adds, “ That in his time they who had authority over others, 

“ were called Greves , amongft the Britains in the time of the Romans they were 
“ termed Senatours, and Aldermen by the Saxons , not in refped of their Age,fome 


“of them being young, but for their Wifedom and Experience, and their know- 
Aidermen. “ ^S c ^ Laws - And that I may confefs the truth, faith he, the Aldermen 
“ alfo in the Cities of this Kingdom in their Bailywicks, in their clofe Burghs, 

“ their Walled Towns and their Caftles have the fame Dignity and manner of 
“ Power as the Governours of Wapentacks and Hundreds have in their Bailywicks 
Their Power “ under the King’s Vicecomes, or Sheriff throughout the Kingdom. For it is 
ana Duty. « d ut y t0 p re ferve the Laws, Liberties, Rights, and Peace of the King, as 
, “ alfo the juft cuftoms of the Kingdom, fuch as are ancient and approved by our 

“ good Anceftours, inviolably, without fraud or delay, all manner of ways ac~ 

Thefe Nor- “ cording to their power. When any fudden, unexpe&ed, doubtfull, or ill thing 
them Nations “ happens againft the Kingdom or Crown of our Lord the King in their Baily- 

“ wicks, they ought to ring the Bells, in Englijh called motbell, to call all the Puifathcam. 
“ whole People tsgether, which Meeting in Englijh they call polempc^ that i s,tJ n!s A? od 
“ the calling or Congregation of all the People, becaufe all that live under the thfuinbl 
“ Protedlion and in the Peace of the King, within the faid Kingdom,- ought to mtiibuspmi- 
“ meet, and there by their Common Council provide for the Indemnity of the 
“ Crown or this Kingdom, and for repreffing the Infolence of Malefadours. For Mn^irefiie. 
“ it is ordained, that there the whole People meet once in a year, viz, on the bant cppidani 
** Firft of May, and by Oath confederate ana unite themfelves as fworn Brethren 
“ together \yith the King to defend the Kingdom from Strangers and its Enemies, The Mote- 
“ with all Fidelity to defend his Territories and Honours, and to be faithfull to BAL 
“ the faid Lord the King, both within and without the Kingdom of Britain. 

“ This ought all Princes and Earls to doe, and fwear together, before the Bilhops 
“ of the Kingdom in polcmoce; and in like manner all the Nobles of the King- 
“ dom, as alfo the vSouldiers and all Freemen whatfoever of the whole Kingdom of 
O o “ Britain, 
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Se£t 12 .“ Britain -> 0U gHt to doe in full Folcmote before the Bifhops of the Kingdom. He 
afcribes the firft Invention of this Law to King Arthur, and faith it lay long bu¬ 
ried in Oblivion till raifed as it were from the dead by Edgar the Englilh Saxon 


King. 

58. From what this Writer faith, and what farther he adds in the fame Chap¬ 
ter, the Reader mult obferve what formerly we hinted, that there were two forts 
Two forts of 0 f polcmotes, viz. That of the whole Shire called Shir emote and this other of 
^difference Burghers or Citizens termed Burghmote held alfo at feveral times, and in this they 
Of them. alfo differed, that by the Law of King Edgar the Shiremote was to be held twice, 
but*the Burghmote thrice in the year. And what he here fpeaks of Aldermen is- 
not to be underftood of fuch as we call Aldermen of Towns at this day conftitu- hebbe 
ting the Ariftocratical form of the Government of Corporations between the mon fpija 
chief Magiflrate and the Commonalty • but thofe we calLMayors and Bayliffs, ° n 2 > ea n f, 
being the principal Officers. For this prefent fort of Aldermen is of £ much later 
date coming up much about the fame time as did the Name of Mayor Rep into 1 
the room of the Saxon Alderman, Portreeve -, Burghreeve , and the Anglonorman Bay- mot^cT 
lijf about the Reign of Richard tlje Firfi. The Folcmote was the Meeting of the ’ 
Citizens or Burgers, not in their Reprefentative as the Common Council of the 
City but in their own Perfons, as at London of all Freemen at the Election of the 
Mayor. And as we faid formerly of the Folcmote of the Shire that it was held al¬ 
fo at extraordinary times by the King’s order, if the exigency of his Affairs re¬ 
quired. This we find to have been pra&ifed in London (the mentioning of which 
City lately brings it to our mind) long after the end of th e Englijh Saxon Polity. 

For in the one and fortieth year of King Henry the Third, two hundred years 
wanting ten after the Norman Conqueft, the Londoners were by the King’s Coun- 
cellours called to Folcmote, and commanded to diftribute themfelves into bVard-^ aiitn 
motes , the better to debate and determine thebufinefs of fupplying the King with 
Money ; and in his fifty fourth year this King himfelt was prefent at a Folcmote • 
of London held at the temple. 


The novate S 9 ' We ^ lave feemthe publick Divifion and Government of the Land, the next 
Divifion and thing we fliall confider, is its private Divifion in reference to Propriety and Poflef- 
Government f lon . And the firft inquiry is, whether Lands were held in Fee during the Englijh 

Tenure in Saxon Government before the Conqueft. By Fee, with Cujacius, we underhand TuiLiXu. 
Fee. Right of ufing and enjoying another mans Ground in perpetuum, which the Lord there- 
of grants on this condition, that he which receives it perform Fidelity to him, with 
Military or fome other Service. Or more largely to explain it, A Feudum or Be- 
neficium is that which for good will is granted, fo from one to another, that the pro- ^iklcluf 
priety of this Immoveable thing granted, remaining in the Giver, the Ufufrudus Feud. emit. ' 
thereof paffeth to the Receiver in fuch manner, that to him and his Heirs Male, and 
Female alfo, if they be exprefsly mentioned, it jball perpetually belong, on this con¬ 
dition, that he and his Heirs faithfully ferve the Lord, whether the Service be by 
name exprejfed, or the promife be indeterminately made. This Jaft Definition is 
more agreeable to a Fee of the lnferiour Age, as our Spelman obferves, when the 
Nature of it was altered from its Primitive Inftitution j but both together lay a 
fufficient foundation for our inquiry, with this farther confideration premifed, that 
Fees at their beginning were not tied with fuch Circumftances as afterwards, the 


thing was more loofe, and the Lord not bound by fuch Bargains and Conditions 
as following Ages invented. For as elfewhere we have already obferved what the 
Feudal Book it felf fuggefts ; In mofi ancient times it was in the power of the Lords 
to take away the thing by them granted in Fee. Afterward it came to pafs that it Lib- 1. Ti'm. 
jhould continue certain for a year, and that after that it was continued for term of 
life to the Vaffal. But nothing for all this defending by right of fuccefjion to the 
Sons, at length it was brought down to them, to whomfoever of them the Lord would 
confirm it, which at this day is fo eflablifhed, that it equally appertains to all the 
.Sons, faith the Book. 


60. Now the general opinion of our learned Countreymen is, that Fees or Te- y^ e 
nures were not in ufe in England before the Norman Conqueft, after which the G/o^r.vJ«<- 
Conquerour, according to the cuftomeof the Countrey whence he came, diftri-™*^ $ 
buted all England to his Followers, which then began to groan under the burthen rum did. 
of Fees, nor heard off in the Age of the Saxons. They urge that the Term or 
Word Feudum or Feodum, is no where to be found in any Record or Monument of de Gml * T ‘ 
thefe times ftill extant, and of credit; for it occurs fometimes in the Laws of King 
Edgar and Edward the Confeffour, as alfo in feveral Charters mentioned in Ingul- 
phuss Hiftory, the Text is corrupted, or the Laws are of a later Date; and In- 
1 gulphus 
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ting was w hold at the Will of the Lord, bound to Rents and Services, and was 
forthe rural People. But, not much to concern our felves about words, whether 
to die Saxon times the term of Feodum or Feudum ws ufed, is not very material, 
for by the moft knowing Antiquaries it is granted, that till about the beginning 
The general 0 f Tenth Century fcarcely can any Monument whatsoever of any Nation ihew 
Grantsthefe words, Benefcium being generally ufed before to fignifie Lands fo granted. 

And to come to the thing, « the word Feudum was fcarceJy known in the^« 
times, fo Fees then were of a more laxe nature, not tied up by fuch Circumftan¬ 
ces Laws and Covenants, as in after times, as appears fufticientl} from what we 

have already faid out of the Books themfelves ■ 

61 Then again, the moft learned acknowledge fome kind of .Footfteps of thefe 

Cuff oms among the Germans, and that from the Germans our Enghfh Saxons lflued 
as well as the Lombards and Franks they ever own. If therefore out of Germany 
the cuftome was derived, the Saxons coming out of the Cherfonefus were as capable 
of receiving it as thereft. “ If (as the Definition which moft agrees with the 
“ Primitive Inftitution of Fees affirms) the nature of a Fee confifted in this, that 
“ ft W as granted for fome Service or other to be performed (whether Military or 
Fee and Fok -« ot i ier ) and at firft it was in the Lord’s power to take it away when he pleafed, 
farae°nature.' I can fee no reafon why the FoUlanl they mention may not be accounted 

of this nature. “ For they grant ti&FoJcldnd was Land letten out, and in op- ^ f- 
“ pofition to Demefne Land, term e&inServitio, ox.Tenementahs , that is, granted G(tw/ ^ W . 

« out | n Service by the Lord to his Tenants, to be holden of himfelf like the?. 114, 

« frenchman’s Fief Servant, i. e. Terra Serviens, in refpedt whereof the Tenants 
“ were bound to be Retainers Attendants, and Followers to their Lords, Sui- 
« tours to their Courts, and were thence called ■ Folgarii. There were alfo 
Viiianaee. ViUani or Villains , not in that fenfe the word hath lately been taken-for Slaves, 

but as Fitzherbert exprefleth it, Bafe Tenants that did Villain Service, but never- 
thelefs were no Villains, that is, not in the latter, fenfe, for from Villa a Vil¬ 
lain was named. Mr. Sumner, contends that Gavelkind is a Tenure, confef- 
Gavdkind. a j foj that ^ its natUre i s lyable to works, and though he be carried away by 
the Authority of fome Learned men, without examining it, to believe that Fees 
pr Fiefs were not in ufe here before the Conqueft, yet he will have his Gavelkind 
ancienter, fuppofing it to have been anUniverlal Cuftome in England before the 
Conqueft. The Propriety of Land held in Gavelkind was this, that it was parti¬ 
ble • and Gerard Niger where he treats of the Original of Fees, tells us, that after 
a Fee * came to defeend, to Sons to which of them the Lord would name, at length * ^ progreft 
in his time it was came to be eftablilht, that it Jhould belong equally to them all- fum eft & ad 
which, as our learned Gloffarift notes, the f Englijh call them by the Name off 

Gavelkind. /«'{■ 

•vellet hoc be¬ 
ll ueficium cm- 

firmare. Ojipd hodie pc ftabiliturn eft, iit adomnes aqualiter filiot pertinent.HocAngli Gavclkjnd dicimos. 

The Antiqui. • $o Fees feem here to have been in ufe before the Conqueft, as they were 
ty Of Fees. ^ a mQre lame fcnfe rece i ve d- out of Germany , and as they were in theft Infancy. 

But as afterwards they were clothed’ with ftraiter Circumftances and Laws,- - fo were 
they not in ufe (as little elfewhere before the tenth Century ) not fuchas Li tie- 
ton writes of in his Book of Tenures, as Fee-ftmple, Fee-Tdile, Fee-ferme,Frank-fee, 

Grand & Petit fergeanty, Efcuage, Burgage, or the like. Military Fees leem alfo of 
a later date in England, than the Saxon times, though they might have been 
They become very ferviceable for repelling the infoleiit arid pertinaciotri; Danes. In after times 
Mmy ’ in all places the chief part of feudal fervice became military, and for the moft 
part, that of old Fees was granted out militia caufa,. whifch thing gave occafion 
to many Learned Men of Erroiir, both- in denying Fees never to have been 
where indeed they were, and iri defining Feudum by that which Feudifts call 
Clientela militaris, that is of a Genus by' a- Species moft illogically as Vulteius 
challengeth upon this account Hotoman hiriafelf. The general fervice was that 

Qot of 
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Sedf. 12. °f works impofed upon the Folcland, though not all of it, for moft of thatwhich~ ' 
was called Gafolland, the fame with Gavelkind Land ( for that Gavel comes from 
work wa* Ga ^ Cenfus, Rent , or Tribute, and is not derived from Gineall, Mr. 

chiefly 'requi- Sumner hath convinced me ) was onely fubjedt to Rent or Payment, the works > 
red. were of a divers Nature. * Fleta tells us, that in ( or before) the Conqueft there 

wire Freemen, that freely held their Tenements by free Services, or by free Cujloms * Fmm 
but being caft out of them by thofe that were more powerfull, afterward they returned 
and received back the fame Tenements in Villenage. There were others that were l ‘™> it 
Bafe Tenants amongft. the Saxons, who might be called Villains in this fenfe, that 
in Villages they lived, and there performed bafe fervices to their Lords. But a 
queftion may be moved, whether during the Saxon times there are fuch Villains Yfat'rf- 
as are the fame with Bondmen or Slaves. wlpariibu 

(d cum ferfotentiorcs ejetli ejfint, pofimodum reverfi receperurit eadem tencmcnta fit* tenenda in 


two fom of 6 z. Some make a diftindtion of Slaves into Perfonal and Predial, and contend %/w.G/^. 
Nave*. that as well the one fort as the other, were in ufe not onely with our Norman , ,w w 
but Saxon Anceftours, the one being received from the Romans, and the other 
from the, Germans. The latter fort at the pleafure of their Lords poflefled Lands 
and Eflates, and in the Villages did Ruftick works and bafe Services, whence 
they were called Villains, and thefe feem little or nothing different from the Vil¬ 
lains of which we lately lpake: their poflefling of Lands makes them diftind from 
abfolute Slaves ( of whom amongft the Romans, many wrought in the Fields and 
Villages, but yet held not ground) and Ihews them like to thofe of the Germans, 
who were in far better condition than thofe of the Romans,as appears ftoro.Tatitus.To 
Thedifference be fure Doomfday Book makes feveral the Villapiznd the Services to inftance onely' 

Snd 3 a Vl1 in that P art lt whic ^ concerned the Abjjy of Croyland, and which Ingulphus 
Slave. hath tranferibed into his Hiflory. Speakmg’qf Goundnaneflmd Hundred in Ading- P. 909. 
ton, he faith St. Guthlack hath had, and hath two hides of Land, the Ground is 
four Carucates. One is in Dominio and two Haves ( Servi ) and fix Villains and mdddm 
three Bordarii, fee. Again fpeaking of Wendlingboreugh in Ausfordefbtw Hun-hidum* 
dred, and what St Guthlack,ox the Monaftery had both formerly, and at that time nc»t!inm- 
there, he adds in Dominio is one Carucate with one Slave, and one and twenty Vil* mimoejltm 
lains with the Church and the Prieft. Afterward he mentions in Badeby, being . 
in Dominio Eight Carucates, Eight He-SIaves {Servi) five She-Slaves ( Antilles y 3 ^ w m ' 
and twelve Villani. All thefe are in the fame Page. In the next we meet with 
four Cotages arid three Slaves, and again there is one Slave. Now he faith St. 
Guthlachus habuit & habet, St. Guthlack, both had and hath, which had refers to the 
time's of Edward the Confeflour, or before the Conqueft. It’s true indeed, that 
there are many words which are purely Norman in that Delcriptionof England, and 
Ingulphus having lived in Normandy, made ufe of fuch in his Tranfiation-of En- 
gtifl Charters, but if Servi and Villani had been the fame, he would not have ufed 
feveral words to exprefs them. But he pkinly difiinguiffieth them by the Number 
of each ; and if any Ihould yet doubt that this Diftin&ion was brought in after the 
Norman times, this may fatisfiehim that Slaves were before the Conqueft, becaufe ' 

they are frequently mentioned in the Saxon Laws, particularly thofe of Ring Ina, 

Namfofa hy the Name of Theowum. One of this King’s Laws mentions thofe who were pice J> e °- 
Slaves for Theft deprived of their Liberty and called Wite Theowum , ordaining that if pum,c. 13. 
fuch Slaves fteal again they Ihould be hanged,and no compenfation therefore made 
to their Lords. In cafe any body killed him, nothing upon that account was to be 
That of a Vil- forfeited to his Kindred,except they had redeemed hum within fix Months As for 
lain a Coun- t he Villanus or Countreyman he was called by the Name of Ceorlot Ceorlift- Ceopl Ce« 
reyman. and in the League between King Alured and Guthrum, is deferibed to be one ojilircmon. 

that occupieth Gafolland. 

Folcland an- 6}. For, fo ina larger fenle were all called, that held that fort of Landcalkd 
fwerabie to Folcland, whether it was Gafolland efpecially fo called, viz. that for which Rent 

Fee - was paid, or the other for which Services belonged. This Folcland anfweredto 

Feudum or Fee, at leaft fuch of it as was held by fervice,and that to which we muft 
now fpeak, viz. Bocland anfwered to thajt which was oppofite to Feudum, and 
Allodium termed Allodium. As Feudum ox Feodum was fo named as Feo-hode or Feh-hode, { 

w har. as one would fay Feejhip, or that to which a Mercenary Fee or Payment of fervice 

did belong ,* fo was Allodium called from All-hode, as one would fay Totality, Ad- 
flip {hade hode head kept, and the like as before we have obferved, fignifying 
what in Latin do flatus qualitas or conditio ) which now are exprefled by the 
word flip, as Wor.flip, Ladyflip, Lfirdflip, &c. Yet Man-hood, Woman-hood , 

Maiden- 
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Maiden-head and others continue ) becaufe it was poflefled totally and wholly, being Se< 5 t i 2> 
hereditary, perpetual and patrimonial,free without, all condition,and in the Power of 
the Pofleflour to difpofe of it wholly how he pleafed, without dependence or ask¬ 
ing leave of any. This was of a quiet contras nature to a Feodum or Fee, which 
when firft inftituted was - but perfonal, not (asafterward) perpetual, patrimo¬ 
nial or hereditary, or holden as our ancient Englifh Lawyers phrafe it, ad rema- 
nenriam , but as a Clergyman holds his Benefice onely for life, the Tenant being 
but a mere Stipendiary, a Termer, at beft,as oneexprefles it, but a Freeholder for 
life, an ufufruttuatius, ox not fo much, for fome heldonely ad voluntatem Domini 
or precari 'o, not unlike our Tenants.at, Will. In procefs of time indeed as we have al- Vide Some -- 
ready lhewn degenerating,and. receding from its firft: Iriftitution it became perpetual 
and hereditary,yet holden ftill as formerly with: a condition of fervice on the Te¬ 
nants part, and by way of Salary,Penfion or Stipends, from the Lord, wherewith to 
gratifie and recompence his Man for his fervice,to which he was obliged under peril 
of forfeiture. The Fee was holden but in fervice, and though the Dominium utile was 
in the Tenant, yet the direttum or the propriety remained; in the Lord, together 
with i Power of reftraining his Tenant from, alienation, and confequently fuch 
Land was but partially, conditionally granted out, not totally and abfolutely 
held by the Pofleflour, as was Allodium, the Pofleflour of which had Dominium, 
both direttum and utile, held it pleno jure, integre, ex tote and exfoljd?,. as they 
fay, quit of all fervices, independently without acknowledgment of any fuperiour 
Lord, not unlike the Prince of Haynault, who held as Sir Henry Spelman ob- 
ferves de Deo & Sole, or as other abfolute Princes Dei gratis, or to lpeak in a word 
anfwerable to the Etymology, in Totality. Hence the terms of Preedia immmia, 
terra propria, fundus proprii juris, patrimonium and the like, and in Charters of 
Foundations given to fuch Pofieflions. 

Bocland the 64. Anfwerable to this was that by our Saxon Anpeftobrscalled Bocland, which 
fame with Al- interpreters into Latin tranflate by the very word Allodium * as a lib terra f ha- * Textus %?/- 
0 tum ‘ reditaria, terra \\ libera, and terra * teflamentalis. It took its Name from the A[ . 
Lands booking or entring in a Codicil or little Book, named a„ Charter after the J, ^ Jpud 
Conqueft, which in cafe the Land was made over to a- Lay Perfon, was in way of Bromon.ca- 
The manner feifin delivered to the Party, and if to a Monaftery was ordinarily kid and left 
of pairing it. U p 0n ^ Ai tar> Thence was fuch an Inftrument known in thofe times by the*. 2. in Brim- 
Name of Landboc, and in Latin Telligraphium , and fometimes Coditillus. The *’*- 
Creation of Bocland (in Latin termed terr am hareditariojure conferibere and tile- c ~£ A1tut> ' 
ram proclamare ) was a Prerogative 'Royal, and not in the Power of a Subjeift, ’ 
yet done it feems not without the confent of the great Council of the Realm. 

Hence Mr. Somner tells us, that paflages often occur in Grants made by Subjedls 
of Lands in perpetuity to the Cathedral of Canterbury, and other places of fuch 
and fuch a Ring, that he made them hereditary, and prockimed them abfolutely 
free. And as it is proper for him that makes to eftablifli, hence King Etbelred’s hie gebo- 
Privilege, or Confirmation of their whole Pofieflions, to that Cathedral is by one ked on ece 
of the Subfcribers called Cyninges bocutig. Nay this Land was very feldom alienated yPf e - 
by the Pofleflour without (what the Law of Mortmain afterward required) a concur- Cynmgep 
confent ne- rent > at a fobfequent Confirmation from the King, whereof Examples he tells bocun 5 e -‘ 
eciiary there- are obvious in the Lift of that Churches Lands and Benefa&ours pubjifhed in the 
imto. Antiquities of Canterbury, as alfo of the Concurrence of the Nobles of fuch Boc¬ 
land grants. Particularly in the year of our Lord DCCCXXXVIU. King Egbert ^ 0 dvi^. md- 
and Ethelwulf his Son granted to Chriflchutch in Canterbury, Mailings in Suffex, neriumprim 
which Manor King Baldred had formerly given to that Church, but becayfe it ‘fd^Baidf^ 
was not done by confent of the Nobles of the Kingdom, that gift was not va- dus nexfied 
lid. As Bocland originally flowed from the Crown, fo upon all Forfeitures par- qmnonfuit 
■ ticularly that of the Eftate of the Pofleflour for deferring the Wars, there being jjJJJi£ 
no mean Lord betwixt the King and him, by tire Laws of Ethelred and Canute, to Begni, donimi 
the Crown it reverted. fakre*Etii- 

By whom te- $ 5 * Bocland was properly tenable by Thanes, as Folcland by Ceorles, and there- . * * 
nahie. U p on fo King Cnute's Laws Thegmnd Bocland in the Original Saxon, meet as Re* 
latives, as in the Latin Trapflation do Thegtn and Allodium. Not but that it was 
fometimes held by Oorles, who' ftere not abfolutely incapable of holding it, rmubifiprl 
but when it fo happen* it was placed as improperly, and as much out of decorum, tune illud fi¬ 
ns fince and at this day, Knights Fees proper to Knights, and the Nobler fort : u ' 

the People are in the Hands of Socagers, Sochmen or Ceorles, whofe proper tenure ^ 

Was that of Gafolland. So proper was this Bocland to the Thanes, that thofe who on gardk 
in the Latin Charters of St. Auflins are called Allodiarii in the very fame Char- bob ra¬ 
ters 
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rbanc, who. nifters, the word afterwards came a1 ^, seneroufiy defeended, a Man 

Thane ot inreriour degree, w . rlifiironiifliit from Folcland, otherwife *ernrcire 

The ffft- i-'/^Xreta'theTemnt being but as S aLe(fe, Uliifradhiary or Ter-ni,, 4. 

rence betwixt called Gafolland , wherein tne 1 5 ^ expiration of the mar. 

- 

not alienated by him in his lifetime, g wa$ ca ^ ec j terra t eft ament a- 

as well as hareditana, ^vhFMand never w • andu f e d in palling 

* - regard of the P^Tetony “^S“yance thereof ia, re“ 

^“dtrofe 

whether it was indeed in the Po\\ . cou ]d Neither be given away 

'• He g^nd P s e =e| "l. Be bocla, 

thus : He that hath Bocland, and left htmtybu A J ^ ^ was forhl dden him fce ; Se ™ n 

sr*- 

the contrary, forafmuch as it auows exorefs Provifion, and prohibi- ne r etton 

faring where his Hands were tied from it by an exprasjrov^ , ^ &u _ ^ hete 

tion to the contrary made by thole from whom “ e c 

tion of thefhme naturewith that ..exception whehasnve%£'* dfesoutof^» 

nnnexcebtis That was alienable he proves by a pan g, oph,p 

mnexcepns. x , Wilfred who died about the year DCCCXXX. umcn M ^ ebop h 
a Charter of Aichbilhop WU}rea\vao in their lifetime as plea- ^ SejibfS 

fufficientlv lhews, # that the Pofleflours m g g before 1 Conqueft. gerpit,ol’- 

fed them, either by Aft or Grant, or by Wi^it was t the \ !ef .f e ^ 

But afterward that Cuftome of devifing it by > p or a s the En- nyri e i hir 

cent of Und generally, by equal divifion daUy EcUpfe and W*.«* 

, 1 ,/h Laws and Culloms m general, from ‘“/“VfXeto were «®«£ F '’ 1 ’ 

c»S^^S^£‘rssii-f«t 

the Kingdom. Infomuch, as where Par 1 fails and falls to the ground, 

kind^f Tenme’: -Mr. Sumer t ^ s J°“ h e "Xvldemenough 

w --"SB 

T*Lnl Thanes , otherwhifo and pftner ot jWMNk • and remain i ng un- 

the EngUfh Saxon Government, continuing after the cft ^ f bfl e< f or as 
to this*day, though not:ir.theastheMr- 
aforetime the Saxons had VottariL and others; fo what the 
mans i afterward had their Vi an , > c and was oppofed to Bocland 5. 

former held'wasailed Folcland ScbMy. Kni^ 

what the later Villainage, and in fomefenfe^ c occur ring in a 

Sumner and Mi.Selden tniy'p$ 47 **- 

be confulted. 


67. Thofe 
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67. Thofe that held Bocland, had feverdl Jurifdkftions and Privileges, over §e<ft. i£ t 
TheirJur^dic- and am0 ngft thofe that held Lands of them. Their Franchifes or Extents of their v^-y-s* 
vileges. ' Jurifdidions and Privileges, or the Territories, Preempts, or Circuits, where 

they were exercifed, they called Soc, Socne, Soken and the like. Befides Doomf- 
day Book, Ingufohiis mentions the Soca de Dounedike , Soc a de Biltisford, Soca de 
a s sac. Tad, and Soca de Acumesbury. And in Notinghamjhire , as appeareth by a Statute 

of Henry the Eighth, Lordjbip and Soke , were in his time indifferently ufed, as 32 8 . 

indeed ftill in the Northern Parts, Soke fignifies a Francbife , of fuch and fuch a 
Place, as the Soke of Ofwelbeck , mentioned in the now cited Statute. The Te¬ 
nants that held Lands in this Franchife, might be called Soc rnarni, and their Ser¬ 
vice Socagium, in Latin, agirn, as a great Englifh Lawyer faith, being a legal » oJ 
termination, fignifying Service or Duty, as in Homagium , Efcuagium, or the like,) £5^ vcl £*.„ 
but this Term of Socage, after the Conqueft became more abftrufe, and as fuch ™n : e.im- 
we ihall leave it,as neither belonging to us in thefp Saxon matters. But he that 
was poflelled of thefe Privileges and Franchifes, ufually was faid to have Sac, rivamr,non’ 
Soc, Tol, and Team, Jnfangthef and Ontfangthef. Sac, as St. Edvard's Laws de- dUtem * So: 

'. feribe it, was this. * In cafe any one was accufed of anything, and he denied it, ‘sZmneZnfti¬ 
the forfeiture for proof or denial fhould be his. It fuppofed therefore thg Cogni- probantem 
fance and Jurifdidtion which the Lord had in his Court in Controverfies and Suits, 
arifing amongft his Vaflals, fo as to hold Pleas, and impofe, levy and colled Gat Jkjnl 
Fines and Amerciaments thence arifing. The Power of holding the Pleas, and 'Sachatfquod 
having all His Vaflals follow his Court; it feems they expreflecl by Soc forth ^quemnemt' 
See. Laws, thus obfeurely deferibe it. Soca is, in cafe any one feek for any thing in his natimde aii- 

Land, the Juftice is his whether it be found or not. In this fenfe therefore it inuft Humnia- 
fignifie what the Lawyers call Sella, in Latin Sequela, Setlatio or Confecutio, and % mgawit 
what in French is called Suite de la Court , although in general, as we faid ,forisfath,r.t 
the word fignifies a Franchife or Immunity. Of Thol or Tol, the Laws fpeak more 
plainly, telling us that Thol ( which we call Tholonium) is that a din hath liber- (fi mmil) 
ty of felling and buying in his own Land. It was the privilege of holding a Mar - J«*erit. 
ket, there being no other word to exprefs the faid Privilege, till that of Mercat 1 £" , ™ tir * 
was brought in by the Normans, which feems yet originally from the word Mer- c.wf^adbuc 
ces, to fignifie great Fairs and Marts, rather than thefe weekly meetings of the dicimu,, for 
adjacent Countrey People, which are meant by the word Tol, which in a fecon- 
dary fenfe came to fignifie tribute paid to the Lord of the Market, for the liberty invcc!' eM ‘ 
of felling within his Jurifdittion, and in after times, it was as Fleta tertifies, brought A , G ^- 
learn. to fignifie freedom from fuch cuflome of payment. Concerning Theam, the Laws Saa ’’ 
are again very obfeure. 

68. But its agreed that it fignifies two things. The firfi- is Advocatio or Avou- v j de Skcwim 
Team what. or G arranC y > 0 f which the Lord had Jurifdidion, viz. concerning thofe that fpelntn^’ 

as the Lawyers phrafe it, are vocati ad warrantiam. Again, it fignifies an OiT~ Ghjfar.in.voce. 
fpring or Generation, and here particularisms applied to thelflue or Off-fpring G,0 f 
of a Lord’s plains, and is defined to be a Royalty, which whofoever enjoys, hath cm Samnic. 
his propriety in his Slaves or Villains within his own Franchife or Fee, and power item in vote 
of difpofing of them as of his other things, moveable or immoveable, at his 
hfangthef. pleafure. Infangthef, was another Royal Privilege, and by St. Edward’s Laws, dstTvamZ 
is faid to be a Man’s Juftice over a Thief, viz. of his own Man, if he was taken tyman 
upon his own ground, as Outfangthef (though thefe Laws fpeak nothing of it) P r0 P«g™,?*r- 
was jurifdi&ion over a Thief that did not belong to the Lord, but being a ftran- ‘ZjblZma 
ger, was taken within his Jurifdi&ion. To what St. Edward’s Laws fay of Infang- Teeming, 
thef \ they add, they which have not thefe cuftoms, may doe right before the Abin lintu *> 
Tiing’s Juftice in Hundreds, Wapentacks, or in Shires. But as it appears by Brae- ^mwchen- 
ton, in the Norman times, this Jurifdidtion over Thieves onely belonged to the die, (unde 
King, growing out of ufe amongft Barons, who formerly had had this Royalty, p ili hodit 
rather than taken away by any Law, which yet happened to the Hundreds hffiSJm) ■ 
and Shires, which feem to have been deprived of this Privilege by the Great & ?eop/»r. 
Charter. Concerning fuch Perfons as enjoyed thefe Royalties cf Sac, Soc, Tol, 

Team and Infangthef, we muft add what the often mentioned Laws farther hint to 
us. Archbifhops, Bifbops, Earls, Barons, and all that have Sac, Soc i Thol, Theam and 
Infangthef, may have their own Souldiers, ( Free Tenants Sr. Henry Spelmdn reads 
it) and their own Servants, viz. their Sewers, Butlers, Chamberlains, Bakers, and 
Cooks under their Friborg; as alfo thefe their Squires, (Armigeri) or others that 
ferve them under their Friborg, in cafe they proved faulty, and Hue and Crye was 
made after them, by the Neighbours, they fbould fee right done in their own Court, 
thofe I fay that have Sac, Soc, Thol, Theam, and Infangthef By Friborg ismeanty 

what 


















fr^n. 77 ^vhat the Homans called Frankpledge, in Fidejuffio- the meaning is, that 

or all thefe, their Lords wereingaged, and as it were gave fecurity that- they 
F a„, wbat ihould well demean themfelves. 

Tnborg wha . ^ ^ fcafonable for the better difcovery of our SaxonGovzmmm, to 

take notice that generally in every Town there was a Friborg or College,- Compaq W; £ . 
nv or Society of ten of the Principal Men, who were each of them ^Fidejuffors ppeoh i,. 
That of a fi. tbe Kiris: and anfwerable one for another, invented, as it s faid, , by that glo- H* & 
Town^Gitjr, ^Alfred. From the Number (as in Latin, .Decuria, Decania Decima, fcnW*- 
D,?e M a,FidjuJio, Decemviratus, and the .like ) it was called tarftos andean.;*,* 
tale or the number of ten men. The chief of them who-prefided over the reft, 
was alfo called teo’Sunsraan, nenhepob: Bojihejealtep, and ppeobopnejneopo&i as in 
Latin , Decurio, Capitalis Decemvir, Senior, Capitalis Plegius, CapitaliyFribor - 

, m & Jufiitiarius Friburgi. Their Office, Employment, and the effects there- 
of'* are let forth at large bytte Laws of Edward the Confeflour in this man¬ 
ner Furthermore , there is another the greateft and moft principal Jecunty, through Pr^eft 
Mcb amfmfy&UqMmtlMfrmafUdUWKtte n ‘ r { ™ 
himfelf under the fecurity of -this Frankpledge or Surety-jhip, which the Engliih /(CWMJ 
call )?peobop£er, yet the Torkjhire Men, and they alone, call it, nen manna tala ^ 
which is as much in Latin, as the number of ten men. This Security came to pafs * ‘ 
in this manner, viz. that all Inhabitants of every Town whatfoever, in the Kingdom, 

Ihould be under this decennal Surety(hip. Infomuch, as if one of the ten proved faulty, 
the nine were to have one forthcoming for Juflice: if he fled the Law allowed oneand 
thirty days • if he was found out in the mean time, he was led before the KingsJu¬ 
fiice and was compelled at his own charge to make reparation for what he had done, 
and if his Crime was fuch, Juflice was done upon his Body. But in cafe he could not 
be found within the compafs of one and thirty days, there being in every Friborg a 
principal whom they called ppibopse r heopo&, .this Principal was to take two of the 
bell of his Friborg, and out of the three neareft Friborgs, from each a Principal, with 
two others of the heft of every Friborg, if he could procure them, and fo he being the 
twelfth, ought to purge himfelf and his Friborg, if he could, from the offence and 
flhht of the aforefaid Malefattour; if he could not doe it,he and his Friborg were to 
make fatisfattion.out of the Goods of the Malefattour, if it could be had or if not, 
out of their own Eflates, fo much as they were legally condemned in. And what they 
could not doe with the affiflence of the three neighbouring Friborgs, they themfelves 
were to fwear that they would not be in fault for the time to come , and if they could 
recover the Malefattour, they would bring him before the Juflice, or declare to the 

%. The occafion of making over thefe Friborgs certain Juftitiaries they after¬ 
wards declare, forafmuch as, it feems, the other constitution did not lufhciently C hmmm 
_ d accompliih its defign. But whereas itfo happened, that certain foolijh and naughty 
a „d DmTof Perfons, too frequently and freely committed Infolencies againft their Neighbours, wife^jJ. 
the chief ?ri. Me „ i ezan to confult about it, and over every ten Friborgs conflituU+Juflitiaries, pnbigwu (3 
** whichfm Latin) « m, call Decani, bu/in Engliih m named l^nheopot,, 

the head of ten. Thefe handled Caufes amongft the Villages and Neighbourhoods , and ms 
according to the offences, punifhed and made agreements , viz. concerning Paflures, Mea - c. 32. 
dows. Corn-fields, and concerning differences amongft Neighbours, and other innumera¬ 
ble contentions which infefl humane frailty, and inceffantly make War againft it But 
ivhenas any greater Caufes happened, they were ref erred to their Supenour Jufitia- 
ries , whom the above-named wife Men appointed over them, viz. o ver the ten Decani, 
whom therefore we may call Centurions or Centenaries ; for that they were Judges 
over an hundred Friborgs. Thus we have taken a view of the Polity of our Engl ff 
Saxons, as to the manner and form of the Government. The next that we doe, 
muft be to confider of their Laws, in the difcovery of which, much will be far¬ 
ther made out as to the Cuftoms refpeCting the Government ; the faults to which 
the Nation was incident, the forts of their punilhmcnts, with many other.mciden 

T1 ... m 7I The Engliih Saxons and Jutes coming out of th eCherfonefus of Germany, muft 
toih£» doubdefs have brought fome <uch Cuftoms with them as were then m uie with 
of the fame tbo f e Northern Nations, but what they were, as our Learned Glollariit before us, 
original. W£ cannot but very muc h doubt, there being very little light concerning thefe: an¬ 
cient matters. We reade indeed of the Laws of the Anglum Germany, but with 
the Anglii are joyned the Werim and Thuringu, and thefe Laws were mi- 

by Charles the Great. We alio reade of the Law of the Saxons of Germany, wtuc 
fome afcribe to Herald the Dane, who yet flourilhed, bur about the year of our 
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Lord, DCCCCLXXXIV. Lindenbrogius, indeed will have tbofe of Herald much 
later than thofe which he himfelf hath published, together with thole of the 
Frifons forafmuch as the Copies both in the ancienfnefs of the Parchments, and 
Hand he imagines to have exceeded the times of Charles. But by our Spelman he 
is advifed to take heed what he fays, for fome things in them relate to the Church, 
lome things to the fafety of the King of the Franks, and it’s well enough known, 
that till the Reign of Charles, the Saxons were not converted to the Chriftian 
Faith; nor had fubmitted to the Yoke of the Franks. Yet that the Saxons had 
ancient Laws or 'Cuftoms, not found amongft thofe that are publilhed, we may • 
eafily admit: but thefe we may alfo objeCt, were after they came into Thurin¬ 
gia, after the difperfmg of this People into thofe feveral Quarters from the Cher- 
fonefus. But our Saxons came as we formerly inculcated from the ancient Saxons, 
our Angli from that place we formerly defcribed, and could not defcend from 
thofe Colonies, which after their coming into Britain, were fent into many pla¬ 
ces Southward in the Continent. But as they were of the fame Original with 
thofe other Colonies, no wonder if fome affinity may be' found amongft their 
Laws and Cuftoms. 

Theil 1 dni 7 2 " F° r > when as all thefe Goth'ick or Scandian Nations, viz. die Goths, peculiar- 
ftom«'the ' ty f° called, the Saxons, Lombards, Vandals, Franks, Danes, Normans and others, 
ftme, had carried their victorious Arms throughout the Weftern Parts of the Roman 
Empire, and had begun as it were a Gothick Teutonick, or a Scandian World, no 
wonder that agreeing in Original, Language and Cuftoms, impofing their Laws 
upon the conquered Nations, and retaining many of their own ancient Terms and 
Rites, (however in fome places their Language, for the main, might afterward be 
fwallowed up by the multitude of Speakers of that of the place) it Ihould come 
to pafs, that betwixt us and the Germans, French, Italians, Spaniards, Sicilians , 
and betwixt all thofe themfelves, being all of us defeended from thefe fore-named 
People, fo great agreement there Ihould be, as well in the Canon of ancient Laws, 
as the Names of Magiftrates, Officers and Minifters, not to fpeak of an infinite 
number of vulgar words. To thofe Northern Cuftoms we muft afcribe then 
the very firft Original of our Saxon Laws, not to any that are now extant in 
Print. Cuftoms I call them, for they were fcarcely written in thofe Ages, when 
Hengifl and Horfas came into Britain. The Runick Letters I confels might be 
more ancient, but they were rather employed upon.Mythological matters, and 
things relating to their fuperftition. The firft beginning of all humane Laws, 
was imperfedt and rude, and our Neighbours lately mentioned, as to their 
municipal Laws, have no more reafon to brag than we. * Let them boafl that* faciemigi. 
will, faith our Learned Spelman, of the Antiquity of their Municipal Laws , yet f r i ui y olum 
the Original of them , how inconftderable foever, and barbarous , is not to be fetcht ScipTliZ 
from elfewhere, as jhall appear from what fellows. For what Conquering People ivi/l ^iquitatem 
Wink under the Laws of the Conquered, efpecially when the one is cafl out, and the 
other poffeffeth its Seat ? denm c% t ) 


& bmbara, aliunde mfquarn videtur exfetenda, ut e fequentibus elucebie, quit enim viRor populn°Tub^Ri 
hgtbut, (tic. prafirtim cum ejeRo ifto Jedem ille incoluerit ? Spelm. in voc. Lex. 


73 . Thefc Jaft words are well and cautioufly added by Sir Henry, for as we 
have elfewhere obfervedboth of Laws and Languages, when thefe Northern Peo- 
Whichpre- pl e (or indeed any other People any other place) conquered thofe parts of the 
Col™ 6 R l man - Empire ’ if they imbodied with the conquered People, and were exceeded by 
• them in Numbers, the Language and Falhions of the Conquered would prevail, as 
we fee in the cafe of the Franks conquering Gall, and the Normans conquering 
England; but in cafe the ViCtours overpowered the fubdued People in Numbers, 
or drove them out of their Pofleffions, then both Language and Laws of the vie* 
torious People muft needs prevail as inourprefent cafe, when the Englijh Saxons 
drove up the Britains into the Weftern Mountainous places, deftroyed them, or 
forced them to quit the Ifland. But here now it comes fitly to our remembrance, 
t r t i°^ there are wbo w ° u ^ d have feveral Laws and Cuftoms to have been by 
the Englijh Saxons received from the Britains, many of whom, as they contend, 
continued among them, incorporated with them, and were never driven out. 
They inftance in feveral Charters made to the Monaftery of Glaffenbury, wherein 
is mention made of the Britifh Inhabitants as well as Englijh, and they urge, that 
had not Britijh Husbandmen and inferiour fort of People been fuftered to con¬ 
tinue and Till the Ground, Bread would prefently have failed the Invader himfelf, 
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Seel. I2. anc ^ ^ ie ^ 10 uld have wanted ftrerigthto Conquer, becaufe he had not whereon to 
live. That every where, and abfolutely the Britain* were driven out no man 
will affirm ; but yet for all this objetted, that very few of them continued in the 
conquered places, we mull be perfwaded by feveral Arguments. One isthe gene¬ 
ral change of the Names of Places, very few Countrey Towns retainipg lf 7 ^ or 
Britijh Names, andthofe great Towns that did, having fome addition made unto • 
them. Then the Language evidently makes out the thing ip queftion ; for in def- 
pight of all Laws, Prefcriptions, and Orders, (as we fee after the Conqueft by 
Duke William) the Vulgar will be Mailer of Speech, and the gneateft. multi- 
' . tude of Speakers overpower the reft, each one being additted to his own-Native 
Language, and however Lome particular Perfons may have^n afledation.after the 
Foreign, ufing his own Dialed as molt eafie to him. Neither are there fo. many 
Weljh words crept into the Englijb as can argue any greater Conjpmftion and U- 
- nion than with other neighbouring'Nations, with which the Englijb hath, had 
Traffick and Commerce. 

74. But as for that Objedion of Ullage, it’s eafily anfwered from what We have 
already written in its place of the perpetual fwarming of thefe Englijb Saxon Na¬ 
tions into Britain , which overpowered the poor Inhabitants by their Numbers, 
and by their Crowds forced them to quit both Seats and Arms and either pals the 
Seas or leek for fhelter in the Mountainous and hardly acceffible places. There¬ 
fore do we reade that thole places, whence fome of them came, were left defolate, 
and void of People, Old and Young, Noble and Ignoble, Man, Woman and 
Child ; as Well he that handled the Mattock, as lie that managed the Sword, ha¬ 
iling to be partaker of that Booty and Fertile Land, of which they had heard fo 
much Commendation, and of its worth had afiurarice from this, that none that 
once came over were willing to return to their former Seafs. Some Falhions and 
Cuftoms, while they held Correfporidence in times of 'Truce, or afterward when 
the War was finilhed, they might receive from the Britarn, as the Brittains alfo 
from them, there being a kind of Commutation and Re-attion in thofe Cafes, but 
that any great matters is no way probable* Many Nations agree in, feveral Cu¬ 
ftoms, not fo much out of Communication and from their learning one from 
another, as that thofe things are either agreeable to humane Prudence in general, 
of which all People participate, andconfequently itdittates to them all the fame 
things, (the Laws of Nations flowing from this Principle]) or that as in Words, in 
Falhions, and all other things relating to Mankind there is no Infinity, but Ne- 
cclfities, Ufes and Conveniences, being the fame; feveral People as feveral men 
mull fometimes light by accident upon the felf fame things. If any confiderabla 
Laws can be lliewn to have been derived, from the Britains, they were rather- 
thence borrowed by fuch Saxon Princes as finding a great defedt at home, were 
glad to feek elfewhere and provide from abroad Supplies for Domeftick Wants* for 
anfwering thofe new Exigencies which continuance of. time and fettlcment in a 
peaceable condition daily produced. So King Alfred is faid to have transi¬ 
ted and made Englijb ‘the Laws of Milmatius the ancient Britijb King, of which 
, anon. 

Unwritten 7 The firft Original therefore of the Englijb Saxon Laws were fuch unwrit- 
Cuftoms the ten Qjftams as they brought along with them from beyond the Seas, which were 
5 !heK^ increafed by the Dictates of natural Prudence according to convenience, and the 
Saxon Laws. Exigency of Affairs, and by Obfervation and Communication in procefs of time 
came to be more full, certain 'and folemn, in reference to Cyftoms, or to he, by 
Legillatours framed into pofitive and written Precepts. The firft of thefe, viz. 
Cuftoms were according to the People from which they proceeded various, .and 
riot fully the fame throughout the Land, though by refemblance they lhewed them- 
felves near akin, and anlwerable, pofitive Laws they had joyned to them,’, either, 

*h he w'ft'° f firft made or received by their refpettive Legillatours. The Jutes in Kent had 
slxons. their peculiar Laws, but being reduced under the Government of the Weft Saxon 
of the Merci- Kings, they alfo fubmitted to the Laws of the Weft Saxons. The Angli or Englijb 
ans ‘ properly fo called, ufed the Law called Mercian , and the Laws of St. Edward tell 
us, that Ewgrwickjhire, or Torkjbire, (or as in the Margcnt is noted Warwickfbire) 
Nicolfbire as the Normans called it (which ihews thefe Laws to have been worded 
after the Conqueft) or Lincolnjbire, Notingbamjhire , Leicejterjbire and Nortbamp- 
tonjbire , as far as Watlingflreet and eight Miles beyond were under this Law. Af- 
Ami the terwards when the Danes came to lettle and domineer in England, they impaled 
Dan:s ‘ their Cuftoms or Laws upon the Provinces of Eaft England and Northumberland. 

So came it to pafs, that in the Land were in force three feveral Laws, viz. that of 

rhe 
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the Well Saxons called iVeJlfeaxnalaga, that of the Englijb os Mercians called Mfrc- Sect. 12. 
mlaga, and the other of the Danes called Denelaga. This of the Danes is by^the 
forementioned Laws called Lex Nervorum & Danorum, viz. The Laws of the Nor- } e r r jxax- 
wegians and Danes, and to have been the received Law of Norfolk Suffolk, and » Jga 
Gratabridgefbire, or Cambridgefbire, as alfo of Deira, with the Weftern and Nor- 
them Hies, as thofe of Man, Catheney , the Orcades and others, and fuch as inhabi- 
ted Garth, that is the Fenny places. As for the Norwegians, though generally thofe 
Northern People that invaded the Land go under the Name of Danes ; yet as we 
• have formerly hinted, the People of Norwey, otherwife called Normans, are to be 
.underftood as Partners in the Expeditions; for asunder the Names of Norwegians 
and Normans, the Danes are alfo to be underftood, fo under that of Danes are al¬ 
io comprized the Norwegians and Normans. The Danes as they fetled in 
England by 'degrees induced their Cuftoms, which feem to have been in- 
forced after that Guthron from King Alfred received the Provinces of Eaft 
England and Northumberlandand afterward became the molt owned Laws 
of the Land when Nm<g Camde had brought the Sceptre into the hands of that 
People, where it continued from the days of Etbelred to Edward the Con - 
fejjour , during which time the Law. of the Englijb is faid to have been 
out of which mute. Edward when he came to the Crown would, not endure that one. and the 
theCommon fame Kingdom fliould be govern’d with three forts of Laws, furveyed them all, fe- 
Eby eT letted and digefted out of them that which from the thing was called Lex Com- 
. aard the Con- munis or the Common Law , and from him the Law of St. Edward the ConfeJ- 
Jeflbur. four. ; ' 

7 6. So much of the Laws in general, as they refpetted the whole government 
of the Land. To come to particular Legillatours, the Firft;, that we know of, who 
EthSmthe made any written Laws, was Ethelbert King! of Kent, , he who firft received Chri- 
firft Law-ma-ftianity of all the Nation. Concerning him Bede, writes,,- 

n»r?t. °'! xr ‘tvNv fir 

ordained for it Decrees of Judgments, according to the Ex- t k HU fudiciorumjuxta exempla %pm.mo- 
’ ambles of the Romans, with the Council of Wife. Men. Which nm.cumcmiUofhpiemumconjlituit.Qn.c 

■and obferved by. it. In wbieg he firft placed how he ought to minis pofttit; qualiter id emendare deberet 
make amends that fbould deal any thing from, the Church or >*' fluid rerum tel Ecclefis vel Epifio- 
Bijbop, or ,he other Or to pmed Miwtm 

'with their Dottrine he had receiyef That he ordained was dodnnm fufieperat, pnejiare. 
decrees of judgments ( Decrgt.ahfudiciorum ) which may * Rex Alfreds vertit j-pylcepe 
be explained by what follows, concerning Sacrilegious Per- pihtpa &oma sejernejpe. 
fons, that they fliould be.punilhed or make amends (the 
• , Parliaments in France’m their Arrefts of Condemnation of Criminals to death, ufe 
frill the Term of making honourable amends, anfwerable. to the Latin Emendare 
here ufed by Bede) and this was according to the * Examples of the Romans. * jEptep 
Thefe Decrees of Judgments then wqre Judicial Laws inffitting Punilhments upon Romana by- 
Offenders, and were taken from the Rotfan Boqks. It was abput the year, of our rena. 

• Lord DLXI that Ethelbert '.(according to Sir ' fHenry Savilts F$i) began hisjleign 
:. in the thirty fifth year of JuJlinian , and he reigned about fix and fifty years, in 
- •• which timq(Af«fe tells not iri wliaij year], he ordained and publiffied thefe Decrees 

• vpOudg^n|^:/)^jpubl^^i^;m what'year he you\<f x JuJlinian s Law, or his 

r.New Model,. Wasnot then.-JkripWn-lsol. tHe^rf^e^N{itidnsi ; .u^.'inM af- 

ter. ■ What • therefore,he-top^c frgm t ^e .Koman Laws muff haye. been out of Theo- 
dojiuss \as- well Ecdefififtical as Civil) out 

of the' Fragment${of^ Gains, Raufusffi Z>tpian,;q r#. ftnall, part of the P^ndetts .which 
then was known .to the Ewopepns r y So Alafockfthe King of ,.the Vifigotbs in Gall 
jiad near an hundred years' WqisecaufecI the-C^ of T'beodofius tohe abbreviated by 
. - Anianus his Chancellour, ahq,pulSlilhedfq*5ftlie benefit of fii^iPeppler ' - 

"77. What^thdfe^DeCTTOS^Jyicja^OTts^w^^wliich we do 

not certainly know. Yet arqt]here certain taws in a Manufcript Book of Roche- 
Jler, called J'extus Rojfenfisf a|i ancient Monument.indeed, but l’uch as in this mat¬ 
ter we cannot fully truft* . Yof; neither, do \ thefe ;Lavys of luyfeejn to be taken 
from th e Roman Books 5 nor dotli their Language feem to be near io ancient as King 
Ethelbert,not doth Bromtqn the Abbat ofjornal mentionthem, though careful! to 
deliver fuch Laws of thole ^o»]Kings as he then found, and thought aurhentick. 

And therefore lhall we j exhibit joriely fucli .as . are found in him arid Nit. Lombard' s 
Edition. Tlie next Legiilarour to Ethelbert, v at leaft whom he can receive as fuch, 
was Ine or In a the King .of the Weft Saxons, who began his Reign well nigh an 
P p z hundred 
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Sect I 2 hundred years (four wanted) after that Ethelhert ended his, and made his Laws 
bv the Advice of CenreA his Father, HeAia and Erhenwald his Bilhops, all his Se- 
natours, and the Elders of the Wiferhen of the People in a great Aflembly of the 
Servants of God for the Salvation of their Souls, and the common prefemtiOnof 
his Kingdom, that lawfull Marriages and juft Judgments might be eftablifhed 
throughout all his Dominions, aftd that no Senatour or other of his Subjtedts 
might tranfgrefs his Laws. AJter this Preface follow the particular Laws, 
many whereof relate to Church Matters* and in thatHiftory arte to be exemplifi’d, 
of fuch as refpedt the Civil State we (hall here make mention. If any one fight 
in the Kings Court , let him forfeit all his Eft ate, and let it he in the Kings power 


any one fight in the Houfe of a* Countreyman paying Rent, or * Giphe Morale on jepoljilben . 
any Husbandman, let hito forfeit thirty[hillings, and fix Ml - xxX rSlTo f 

nigs to th'Man himfelf, if in the open Field let him he fined dL« 5 ery] 

an hundred and twenty fallings. If at a Feaft there he any S P n T 
falling out, let fuch as ahufe the left inctirr the Mulil of thir¬ 
ty Jhillings. The nekt that follows ordains. That// a man C. 7. Be rtale. 
fteal without the kribwledge of his 'Wife and Children, he he 
fined fixty (hillings, hut if all the FaMy he knowing and con- 

ientihg, 00 ^°f ^km he condemned tb Servitude. And it (*) S an 5 en hl eall «>n 

SX, That I Boy of Ten ye ar S oldi S ,o ie ejteemd g u,lty 

of Theft. The hett «ia<* S , That (b) If any toede/utof * ' b) £, $. & pfarta} 
the Shir emeu (c) or other Judges that Right be done ntm, (c) jxipmen. 

and cbtnot obtain it, neither edn have dry CdutioH given him, 
the Judge in fuch cafe he fined thirty, jhillings, dnd yet that 

Right he done the Man within a (d) feVebinight. The ninth (d; biniian j-eopah mhre. 

Law commands, That In (e) cafe dny one revenge his own (e) Cl 9. Be = 5 am pji*cenban£ 

Quarrel privately , before he require Jdftice to he done him, he 

t'JXtfd (OC,o Bepeaylace- ^ 

ZJpon fuch as rob Within the Kingdom, or make Bo'oty x of any 
thing, a Mulil of fixty Jhillings, hefides the reftprtng of What 

was taken. The next appoints, That if (g) arty oHe'bUy his (g) C. 11. Be leob bftena: 7 
own Countreyman, he he BOnd or Free, and jend hih over Sea, 

though he guilty Of any Crime, Jhallpay (h) theWhole rateor (h) popsytfShinebehirpsF. 
price of bis Head; and further, give fatisfattion to Almigh¬ 
ty God. The next Sentences Such as hear falfe Witnefsbe- ( 1 ) e. 11. Be $am Je heopa 
fore the Bijhop , or faljly produce their Fledges, 'topay an hun- sepitny TP e 5<&o5aJ 7 
dred and twenty Jhillings. n „ n* 

78. The thirteenth Law, concerning Thieves or Robbers, ordains, That tfany ** 
fuch he apprehended he be put to death, orelfe pay the value of his Head. Now 
(faith he) we call them Robbers ds far as the number of feven men j from feven as 
far as five , and thirty we call a Troop rsr 'Comfiany j if above, we name it an Army. r 
Concerning fuch as are found in the Troop or Company, the next Law enadts, That 
fuch an one purge himfelf by an hundred and'twenty Hides of Land by Oath, or make r 
an anfwerable ComfienjAtion. He thdtHs foundih the Army, the fifteenth Law com- c. if. Be. 
mands, That he redeem himfelf by the price of his Head, or make fattsfadion. But hepse. 
this Oath muft he made one half by Mafters 1 of Families or Houjhoulders. Andtn 
cafethe Thief be in t'he Kings Cuftody this Redemption cannot he admitted. Con¬ 
cerning thefeOaths made by an hundred Hides, and by Houlhoulders, the Reader 
muft call to mind what lately we faid concerning Friborgs, and Caution given about 
Malefadtours, as alfo refer to what'is faid afterward concerning the valuation of c. 16.Be 
Heads. The fixteenth requires, That he that hath killed a Thief make Oath that he ^Seopfle^ . 
killed him as a Criminal, this done he is to he difcharged. ce . 

The next is made about Juch as find ftoln flejh and hide it, C 17. Bepopr^olemimp 
that it may be Idwfull, if they Will, to prove it their own. 

Such as give notice of it are to he rewarded. The next that : C. 18. Be ceopl'pcum T> eo f 

follows is, A Countreyman if he often Hole, and at lad he taken gepangenum 7 

in the Fall , let him loofe an Hand or a Foot. The next or- C. 19. Be Cymngef S^neac/ 

dains, Tliat the Kings Husbandman or Looker to his Cattel, 

if the price of his Head he twelve Hundred Shillings, and he 

he an Houjlmdder, his Oath he taken for fixty Hides. The 

twentieth 


<f) C. lo. Be peaplace. 

(g) C. n. Be leob bysens 7 

(h) popgytfS hine be hirpaejie. 

(i) C. II. Be $am Je heopa 
gepicny ppe 5 ele° 5 a >7 
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twentieth willeth, That if a Travellour or Stranger wander C. ao. Be peoppan Cumenum 
Up and down the Woods, and neither cry out nor wind an Horn, men 7 
as a Thief he put to death, or redeem his life. If any require the value of any one 
fo film at the flayers hands, he that killed him, ij he make Oath that he Jlew him as 
a Thief is to' he indemnified both againft the Ajfociates of the Jlain find bis Lord. 

Bat if he diffembled theC ime, and afterwards it appeareth, then gives he advan¬ 
tage to the Kindred of the Jlain man by Oath to. purge their 

dead Kinfman of the fault. That which follows diredts, C. zi. Be Jon Je monner S* 
That if any ones Vajfal fteal and fiie for it, his Mafter call neac jralige/ 

* upon fuch as ingaged for him, if there were any * if not, he * gip =Su haebbe bopsar mana 
himfelf muft pay the value of the thing, no Remijfio* being to ’Sone aasyl&er- 
be ufed in the cafe. And the two and twentieth wills, c 12. Be aASeob'Ser manner 
That if a Foreigner he Jlain, the King have two parts of the plsge 7 
value of his Head, and his Children or Kindred the third; if 
he have no Kindred, the King is to have half of that, and his Companion or Gild-fel¬ 
low the reft. After the fame-manner fin Abhat or Ahhefs, if they he concern'd may 
jhare with the King. A Welchman that pays yearly Rent is to he efteemed at an tum 
hundred and twenty Jhillings ; his Son at an hundred, and his Servant at fixty or onibus vide 
fifty ; let a Welchman redeem a beating with twelve Jhillings . If he pojfefs five 
Hides of Land, let his value be fix hundred Jhillings. /Echelfiam. 

' 79. he by his twenty third Law commands, That if ah Englilhman , deprived C 23. Be 

of his Liberty, fteal again, he he banged, and no Compensation at all be made to his pits Jeo- 
Lord. In cafe dny one Jlew him, that nothing upon that account he paid to his Kindred, F um - 
except they redeemed him within a Twelvemonth. By his twenty fourth, That if a C. 24. Be 
Merchant that trades by Land buy any thing, he get Wknefs of what he buys. For in Cypmanna 
cafe any ftoln,thing he found with Urn which he camiot prove he bought by good Wit- on lan&€ ‘ 
nefs, he is hound to mike it good, that he neither Jlole it nor was privy to. the Theft, 
or elfe muft pay fix and thirty Jhillings. By his twenty 'fifth he takes care, That C. 25. Be 
for the Maintenance of aCbildexpofed and found 1 , fix Jhillings he allowed for the pundenep 
fir ft year-, twelve for thefecond, and thirty for the third: That-afterward -the <?/- CI,fce F F°* 
lowance he ihlaiged according to the goodlinefs of the Child. By his twenty fixth, B 
To him that fakes a Thiefhe gives as a Reward Ten Jhillings, and declares, that the * on -. 
King is to have the Thief. Here the Thief's Kindred are to take an Gath -that they j, en j 1 
will not interpdfe on his behalf. In cafe he^ Contumacioufly made refiftence, or fled for r 
it, he is to he taken as guilty of the Offence. If he free himfelf he muft doe .it with 
ref pell to the value of the thing, and the greatnejs of.the 

Multi. By the twenty feventh he enadts againft Such C. 27. Be 35 am 3 ie beapnunga 
as beget Children clandeJHtiely, ordering that if fuch Children beapn ptpyne). 
he killed they Jhall loofe the prices or valuation of theit 

lives , which the Kingand their Lords fball have. Thetwen- c. 28. Be Jam Je hip psepmc 
ty eighth requires, That if one lend another mads Servanthis online. 

Sword; if it he loft, a third part of the value of his Head 
is to he paid j if a Spear, the'half :-, and if an Horfe, that 

the whole value of the Slaves life 'he paid. ‘By vertue of'his Q19. Be' Jam Jeplyman peop- 
twenty ninth, If a Countreyman was accufea If relieving a nvge. 

. 'Fugitive , and could not clear)himfelf.\ he was to pdy the Value 
both of his ewn and the Fugitives life. And by his'thirtieth, If any one hougjit a 
Woman and paid not for her what-was agreed, he was to pay double the price, and 
over and above 'he feverify punlfhed, as ■ if he ‘had broken 
furetyjhip. Which they termed Borhhryce. The one and Bophbpyce. 
thirtieth fets the value of the Head of .aWtelchman, if he C. it 'BeCypbrcep monep laifo 
-have an Hide of Land, at one hundred and twenty Shillings ihspene. 
if hut-half an Hide at eighty Shillings; if he have no Land 

fit all at fixty. But the thirty fecond excepts tbe 'Kmg's C. ji. Be''Cyninse; hopr 
StableiGroom being a Welchman, ordaining, Ibzt-if 'he-was Pealh. 
fit to carry a Mfjfage, the valuation.df his Head Jhould he. at 
two hundred Jhillings. By this we learn, that the-Kingdorrt of the Weft Saxons, 
bordering part of it upon ‘Wales, feme Welchmen lived amongft the-EngliJh. Thar 
according to Lombard's tranflation of the word, 1 the King was wont to have a Welch¬ 
man to look to hisHorfes, for the Phrafe is^ riot the King’s Horfe-Groom, or his 
Horles Mafter, but the'King’s-Horfe Welchman,' yet we-may call him the- Gentle¬ 
man or Mafter of his'Horfe,. becaufe of‘his other imployment thaffollows.- We 
•reade in the Saxon Annals of iF^/r/rKing Alfred’s HorJethegne or Minifter , who 
was alfo Governour of Wales. Yen "Mr. Sumner by no meaas will allow of Lam- 

bard 's 
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wTTTW’s Interpretation^ die word here for-a Weljbmn, bm affirms it jjgni- 

fics onelv a Servant, as Mr. himfelf alfo fometunes interprets it lor it 

appears, that the Saxon Kings were wont to fend theirDomefticks upon MefTages, 
both from this Law and what we have formerly out of Ingulphusohfaved con¬ 
cerning OQat the Butler of King Ethelmlf ,, who was prefent at the Council held by 
Bertulph King of the Mercians, and in the name of his/aid Matter, his Sons and 
all the Weft Saxons figned the Charter granted to theMonaftery of Cropland, both 
in quality of his Butler and of his * Ambaffadour. 

3 o. The three and thirtieth Law provides, That in cafe anymsjrefint attlx' 
killito if a mac, 'be (hallpurge himfelf according to the value ofhts Head, or rife he s 
nullified for his prefence according to the value of h,s life that was flam. As if the bmhmm 
^valuation of his Head was of two hundred fbilliugs let him fay fifty-and let the 
fame courfe be taken in thofe that are lorn of any nobler Families. The thirty fourth manjlyh- 
fays what formerly had been Cud, That if any one flay a Thief he muftmake Oath tc. 
that he killed him as a Malefaliour, and farther adds y that he mfl make faith of this Cn h 
l, Oath of men not chofen on purpofeftr the lufinefs, to the Kindred of the flam. In M- 
cafe he deny the fad and it become manifefi he muft pay the value of the mans Head. 

The next Law provides, That if any one he fuedfor keeping another mans Goods, 
and by Oath preconceived, bath denied, the having of them, and fears not again to 
fwear to 1 the fame purpofe he /ware according to the penalty and the value of the 
thing. -But in cafe he,refufe this Oaik fhat he pay double 

for his Perjury. That which Mows again, Requir es the va- C j6. Be Son S.men ]cop 

. 'lue of the Thiefs Head of him that /hall let him efcape. If F°pl£te. 

* he be an Alderman he is to forfeit his Shire, except the 5 ‘F he eabopman ryfolgehir 

J^lZjtT^him, U^ct Forfeiture M butan hun Cyn,n g apian 

of Hand or Foot upon a Countreyman, who having been often Q ■ Bc Cypbycey monner be- 
-accufed off Theft hath been fold or convitted any other way. TO £enniyye. 

The thirty eighth Law provides, That if a Countreyman have c . 38. Be £011 pe jnht gehij-an 
Children and die, the Children abide with their Mother , and beapn hsbban. 
to keep them that Jbe have fix /hillings, with a Cow in Sum - . 
mer and an Oxe in Winter: and that the Kindred keep the Seat 
' till the Children come to age. That which-follows direds lyF£&Ura FF 

Concerning.fuch asfliefrom their Lords, and lurke in any other ppamh r hlapopb. 

* Shire that they be thence fent back, and moreover faty * pj>re on o>pe r ape hme be r - 
fiSspsJcirUsi. The fortieth yauires thus the «le. 

Field of a Countreyman adjacent tc bisHoufe be fenced as well & ^ 

in Summer as mWinter. If any gap lie open and filet inks 
Neighbours Cattel, the Countreyman muft expect no /atisfacti¬ 
on, but muft himfelf take care for. keepingout the Cattel and ■ ■ > 
alone go away with the lofs, The one and fortieth gives liberty C. 41. Be bopger onyaece. 

to deny furetyfhip, in cafe he knows that he doeth well. 

81/The forty fecond Law ordains concerning Common Ground, in this man- 
ner. If Grafs-ground or any other belong to feveral Countreymen, and fame will g4j.Be 
fence their pad, and others refufe to doe the fame by theirs , ft Cattle break mte ^ 5 - 
the Ground on that part that lay. unfenced, let fuch as. owe this part make fatis,^ 
fait ion to the other, and the owners of the Cattleto them,accordtxgto Rightand 
Juftice: but if there be any.Beaft that, breaks Hedges andistroublcfome, and the 
owner thereof either, cannot or will not keep it at hme, he that finds the B afi n 
bis Ground may kill it, and the mater,of it Jball, firne the CMs, and mother 
compensation made. Theforty third.enjoyns,.that// w euefetftreu the Trunk C4s.Be 
of a Tree lying in a Woofi and be thereof comi&eL hejepumfhedfor.it, Wfcpuwtop 
tides that pay fifty Shillings, fpr this reafon, becaufe .Firen a claMm Theft™ 

If any fell Trees in aWoed and be cemiiSed thereof, that for the .three firfi Trees 
be pay thirty (hillings, and undergo no- greater pumfbmefits how many foeyer there he 

■ - oMm, becaufe ”‘ >th " 7“if it C * 

Lcealed. The next imppfos a penalty of fixty Jb,Sings ,upon him Om M #* %. 

Tree, the'Branches whereof can cover thirty Swine : t^at which follows makes 

■ on Annual Livery a fori of Garment given.to the. Family of the value of fix pence. 

The forty fixth impofes penalties upon Breaches of the Peace: as -Jf the Peace be C. 46. Be 

. MefS^T^f tk'e King, an hundred and Unty jbmgSc inthe Tome W hb P1 
Alderman or Senatour eighty fhiUuigsy in that of t^ King s^ Thane or Mrnfter 
fixty Jhillings ; if in the Town ofthp chief Man of the. Hundred, five 

' and thirty Mings • and the purgation of the crime is to be anfwerable. The forty C . 47.Be 
STA, that If any one be accufed of Theft, 
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he free himfelf from the crime by fixty Hides, if he .be accounted fit to fivg.tr. If an Set 30. 

Englilh Man fieal, that he purge himfelf by a double number. If .1 VVdili 3 In t 

that he be obliged to no greater a number of Jurours. And that it be lawful! to 

one both to prevent by oath the penalty of receivingThieves, and the valuation of C. 48. B-r- 

one fiain in cafe of capital enmity, if he can, and be not afbamed to dee /r.F°Jl r f; kne 

That which follows ordains, that If any ftoln goods be intercepted, one of Jervile tea; bi-yan* 

condition muft not be taken for a Voucher, as bought of him. And the next to than, 

In cafe any one for his crimes be condemned to Jlavery, and he be accufed that he ft ole 
fomething while he was free, the Accttjer may beat him once : and the Thief, Jt-juni r/'r- 
cording to the value of what he fiole, is to be beaten how unwilling Joever. mmi. 

8 a. The fiftieth Law' is concerning him that finds Swine feeding upon his 31 atl, , 50. e» 
or Acorns, without leave, that he take a pledge worth fix /killings: if they never unaly;.\, i.-j- 
were there before let him that owns them pay one jkilling., and according to the value maT^-ikT 
of the Swine, let fatisfaflion be given that they never were in before • but if it on F Cn £. 
jkali appear that they had been in oftner, let two Jhillings be paid. He that 
rakes in Hogs to feed upon Acorns, of thofe that are three fingers thick in fat, 
let him take every third • of thofe that are two fingers, e- 

very fourth ; of fuch as are the thicknefs of ones thumb in * 

fat, every fifth. The fifty firft forbids him whom thefe Laws C $ 1 . Bcjt]- cunbey menney zc- 
call Gefithcundmon (being of condition below a Thane , 

and above a Ceorle, probably as we have already tranflated C mdus Smmum in G!o Jl- tn * Suli¬ 

lt, the Chief of the Hundred) if he petition the King or 
his Alderman, for his Family • or the Lord for any Slave or 
Free-man, to fue for any remiffion of a Mulfl, becaufe he had 
not inflitted deferved punifhment upon Offenders at Home. 

That which follows enads again concerning this fame fort C. 52. Bc^on ’Se sepycuntman 

of man, that If he held Lands and refufe to go io War, he F>'J 1& F°PP r ‘ :e - 

lofe his Land, and pay one hundred and twenty Jhillings. 

if he have no Lands, that he pay fixty Jhillings . A 

Ceorlifeman or Countreyman,if he offend in this fort,he mufi pay 

thirty jhillings. By the next, He that is accufed of a Clan- c - 53 - Be Sypnum sebm^e. 
define crime mufi purge himfelf according to an hundred and 

twenty Hides of Land, or elfe pay fo many Jhillings. The fif- C. 54. Bapopycoleney manory 

tyfourth provides, that/« cafe another Mans Slave be found F°PF cn S e - 

1 vi/ha Man,and he be dead of whom he pretends he bought him , 

that the Buyer go to his* Grave, and there according to the rate of forty Hides, 

make Oath that he bought this Slave of him, which done he is to be acquitted, and the 

Slave is to return to his former Lord. The fame is to be obferved in other fioln 

things. But in cafe it be known who had the goods of the Deceafed, he is to be zone 

too, and to be defired to clear the fale except he make it good, 

that the Slave never belonged to the dead man. The rifty C. jy. Be ya-jipah }>e tvhthm 

fifth order?, that If one be accufed to have been at deadly 

enmity with a fiain man, and the value of him be required at his hand, and he will 

fwear that he.gave him not Immortal wound; in fuch cafe the Oath called the Royal 

Oath, according to the rate of thirty Hides is to be duly adminiftred, whether thofe 

called Gefithcundmen, or Meor Ceorles be joynedwith him. In cafe he be found guilty, 

yet he may give his Corjlet and his Sword to ivhom of his Companions he willy hough he 

be not able to pay the value of the fiain. A Wellhman deprived of Liberty, muft 

make this fort of Purgation,according to the Rate of twelve Hide’s. A Slave muft be 

beat Q en ' Enghjhman mufi fwear according to the Rate of four and thirtyHid s. 

« The fifty fixth, ‘‘Sets the price of an Ewe and her Lamb at one Hulling, C. 5 6. Be 
tul a Fortnight after Eafler. The next, Gives leave to any one that has bought eoyeyyvp]:e 
<t ^prudent y any faulty thing, and difeovers the fault within thirty days to re- c 57-' 
,J® n t0 the Seller, except he will take his Oath that at the time of Ir.lc, that 

fault was unknown to him. The fifty Eighth, Acquits the Wife of Theft, B “ 

though confaous to her Husband’s Healing, becaufe. ihe * is to be obedient to 
« him * c A r u ,f° n his condemnation, if flie refufeth not to fwear that ihe had no S’ r 
part of the thing ftoln, ihe may poflcfs the third part of his Goods. The next C. <9 Eb 

ordains that * He that cuts off the Horn of an Ox pay ten pence, the Horn of a Qxan! 

« ^'° vv ^ W0 P €nte * If the Tail of an Ox four pence, if that of-a Cow five pence. 

« Whofo puts out the Eye of an Ox mutt pay five pence, if the Eve of a Cow 
one Hulling. That which follows concerning Rent Bailey is imperfed in Mr. „ 
Lombard s Copy, neither dctli Bromptons Tranllation make it much more intelli- a , 3 
gible. By the fixty firtt, “ If a Countreyman hired a Yoke of Oxen, and had Fed- c.^Tbc 

der hvjieGevC. 


C. 5 3. Be Syjinum sA'inj! e. 
C. 54. Bapoyiycoleney mahnry 
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“ dcrlu^icTentT'he was in that kind to pay the whole hire, if not fufficient, then 
“ half in Fodder, and half othenvife. The next commands “ The firft fruits of C. ; 6i. Be 
« Corn due to the Church to be paid out of that Houfe, where a Man lives at Cypic r ce- 
“ Chrifimas. Of this we muft fpeak in Church matters. The fixty third gives atte. 
order, “ That if an accufed Perfon be required to give pledge, and is notable to 
“ doe it before the Trial, in cafe another Man offers to doe it for him, on corfditi- ^ ** 

“ on that he give himfelf up into his Power,till fuch time as he can give him latis- aj , e 
“ fadion for what he now depofites; and now a fecond time Caution is deman- pajp. 

« c | et | 0 f t i lc accufed Party, and he who affifted him before now refufeth to help C. 64 Be 
“ him the fecond time ; if he be call, let him loofe what he laid -down for him sepjeun- 
“ when the fuit began. The next concerning him called Gefithcundman ordains, fce rmonne r 
“ That if he change his Habitation, it may be lawfull to him to take along with W* 

“ him his Officer orBaily, his Smith, and his Child Fofter or hisNurfe. Here 
the word Smith, Lambard uznfates,Fabrum Ferrarium, viz. Backfmth; but Smith 
in Saxon, anfwers fully to Faber in Latin, not onely Faber Ferrarias, butter 
Lignarius , or any of the other fort, the reafon why it is become the moft general 
firname now in England. 

84 By this fixty fifth Law King ha enads, that whofoever poffeffeth twenty c 6f B; 
Hides of Land and removes his Habitation, Jhall leave twelve Hides Jown with lan&hzb- 
Corn He that occupies ten Jhall leave fix, and he that poffeffetb three Jhall leave benoum. 
one and an half. This we may fuppofe done in refped of the want of Corn, this 
Ifle and all in ancient times abounding with wood, which long after the time 
of ha procured Laws for cutting it down, though now we be in the other ex¬ 
treme 7 B.v that which follows lie provides for him, that hath hired and ploughed C. 66. 
a Tardland, that if the Landlord exalt other fervices from him lefides the Rent, he 
jhall not need to pay them nor abjlain from tilling the ground, except heajfign him 
alfo an Houfe to dwell in. Again!! Gefithcundman the next ordains, that in cafe C.67. Be 
hi be banijhed, he Jhall not have the liberty to return to his Houfe. The fixty Eighth gl*™* 
Commands, that a Sheep be not Jhorn till Midfummer, other wife the Fleece is to 
be redeemed with twopence. The fixty ninth is concerning Valuations of Mens ^ 
Heads, that, If a Man in his Life-time was valued at two Hundred Jhillings, tbir - c 68 ^ 
ty of them jhould be deduced to make his Lord recompence Jor his death. If one rceaw 
was valued at fix hundred, in fuch cafe Eighty jhould be deducedif at twelve 
Hundred, then were to- be deduced One hundred and twenty. The feventieth con- fleo r 
cerning maintenance exads, that. From ten Hides of Land be allowed ten Fatts C ^Be 
or Barrels of Honey ; three Hundred loaves; twelve Runlets of Wellh Ale- thirty I ^ 
of the fmaller Ale-, two grown Oxen, or ten Wethers,' ten Geefe, twenty Hens.^ " 
tenCheefes, one Fott of Butter, five Salmons, twenty Found weight of Fodder, and x ^ n);ara 
.an Hundred Eeles. That which follows wills, that,. If one be retired to pay h U ai 5 e r . 
the Value of his Head, and being now to fwear, confefes ivhat before he denied, Ofl ecyn 
he pay nothing by way of Multi, till he have,firft fatisfiedfor the value of his Head, pejw 
The leventy fecond requires,that, If a Thief who had formerly paid the value of his W 
Head be taken, and make his efcape the fame day, the whole multi be not again re- 
quired, he beingtaken about Night: but in cafe the Theft was committed the Night . ^ 

before, fuch as formerly apprehended him, mujl pay as the King or his Officer Jhall Be j,p U ] ne 

ordain. butepaa 

pip leaxjap 
rpenng 

yunb raga potpep. 4 hunb teonti'g fela, vide quamparum dipant ifia rerum nomina ab hodiernis. 

C. 71. Be yepryhdan. C. 72. Be yepsylb ^eoper popepeng. 


By. The fbventy third ordains, “ That if a Weljh Slave kill an Englifh Man, his gji 
ts Mailer fliall give him up into the Hands of the Lord, and the Kindred of him h 
“ that was (lain, or elfe redeem him with fixty flnllings. If he will not part with neraan 
“ his Money, that then he fet at liberty his Slave, and the Kindred of the flam re- oj;rlea • 

“ cover the value of their Kinfman, if the other have any Kindred to bear him c Be 
“ out. If not, let him exped mifehief from his Adverfaries. A Freeman need popytole- 
“not'pay with a Slave ( except to buy oft” Capital Enmities or deadly Feuds J nerceape]- 
“neither a Slave with a Freeman. The next ordains concerning ftoln Goods, poppeng 7 
“ If they be found with another Man, and the Seller will neither own the Goods c Be 
“ nor that he fold them, and yet confefs that he fold the Party fome other things, 

“ in fuch cafe it muft lye upon the Buyer to prove, that he fold him thele very per o»e 
“ Goods and none other. The feventy fifth and thelalb is concerning himttat 
“ kills ones Godfather or Godfon, That, he pay as much to the Kindred of^the 
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• “ flain, as ought to be paid to the- Lord for the lofs of his Servant. And the Pay- 
“ nient mu.b be more or lefs according to the value of him that was flain, and 
“that which was to be made to the Lord for his lofs. But in cafe it was the 
“ King’s Godfon that was flain, fatisfadion muft be made to him afwell as the 
“ Kindred. In cafe a Kinfman flew him, abatement muft be made of what is to 
“ be paid to his Godfather, as if it had even to his Lord. If the flain was the 
“ Son of a Bifhop, abatement muft be made of the half. 

8 6 . Thefe are the Laws of King Ina, which we have tranferibed, becaufethey 
are the firft of the Englifh Nation, now extant: of fuch as follow we fliall make 
offa. mention with relation unto. them. The next Legiflatour after Ina, was Offa King 
of the Mercians, whom we may very well- take for Authour of the Mercian 
Law, and not Martin the Widow of Guen.thelin King of Britain, though lome 
fanfie her to have enaded it while flie held the Regency of the Kingdom in the 
Minority of her Son, about three Hundred and fifty Years before the Birth of 
our Saviour. That Offa the King of the Mercians, made Laws is evident from Lehndceftri. 
Alfnl t h e preface of King Alfred to fuch as he enaded, though now there be no Body "jfp Mm*. 

of them extant. For the next Legiflatour after Offa was Alfred himfelf, to whom speltnin.v. 
St. Henry Spelman gives the Epithetes of Pius, Inclitus, Felix, and, among!! per- Lex. Mercia. 
petual and moft bitter troubles, of Viflor and Triumphal or, Alfred neverfufficiently rum ’ 
to be commended Kingalfo of the'Weft Saxons, but to whom all both Englifh and 
Saxons voluntarily fubmitted themfelves, to whom alfo Guthrun the Danijk King 
fwore obedience, and held the Provinces of the Eaft Englifh and Northumbrians 
as his Vaflal. He himfelf tells us in the Conclufion of his Religious preface “ That Ac "Sa 
*’ whatfoever he found worthy of Obfervation, either in the time of Ina his Kinf- Ic jemecce 
“ man, or of Offa King of the Mercians, or of Ethelbert the firft Chriftened King, he ahi'sepo}'- 
• “ gathered them all together, and omitted the *eft, in which work he ufed the &JJjJI 
“ advice, and had the confent of the wife!! Men about him. Having revifed the Qt f. 

Laws of thefe Princes, he tranferibed fuch qf them as he liked into his own, and j- e on o> - 
by confent of thofe Wifemen he ufed Collection, commanded, them’ to be obferved pam ayypc- 
by all Englifh Men, under which Name the Saxons and Jutes were then included, na cymn* 

87. The firft of his Laws commands, an Oath and a pledge to be ftridly re- S e r, &c. 
garded. “ If any by neceflity was compelled to fwear or depofite a pledge, where- Jp* 1a ‘ 

“ by he is bound either to lay fnares for his own Lord or unjuftly to' aflift any "3 b . e 
“ Perfon,he is advifed to recede, rather than to ftand to his obligation. Biit in cafe J uni 7 
“ he engaged to perform any thing which might juftly be done, and doth not doe 
“ it, his Arms and all his Fortunes are to be put into the Hands of his Friends, 

“and he is to be put into the King’s Prifonfor forty days, till he undergoe that 
“puniihment, which the Bilhop according to his Defer ts ihall lay upon him. If he 
“have not wherewith to fuftain himfelf in the meari while, his Kindred are to 
“ provide him Victuals, if they be not in condition, the King’s Officer muft doe it. 

“ If by force he be conftrained to give up his Arms, he muft forfeit both his 
“ Arms and all his Eftate, and if in making refifteflee lie dye, nothing is to be paid 
“ as the valuation of his Head; In cafe he fly before his time be but and be taken, he 
“ is to be returned back again to prifoii for other forty days. If he efcape he is to 
“have no benefit of the Laws, and to be excommunicated in all Churches. If 
“ any ingaged for him he muft pay his forfeit, and undergo fuch penance as the 
“ Prieft ihall fet him. The fecond bears the Title of the immunity of the Church, q % 
and we fliall fpeak of it in the Ecclefiaftical concernments. The third is con- C 2 Be 
cerning the breach of Suretyihip. “ If the Suretylhip was in behalf of the King, bophbpyce. 
“ fatisfadion muft be made according to the Damage received, and the breach 
“ farther punched by a muld of five pounds of Mercian Penies. The Violati- 
“ on of Surety lliip, or the Peace, made to an Archbiihop, is puniflied by a fine of 
“ three pounds, to Bifliops or S’enatours C Ealdermen ) by one of two. The fourth C. 4. Be 
Law, “ upon one that either by himfelf alone or by his Servants, and Aflafii- l%op& 

“ nates, lays treacheroufly in wait again!! the life or fafety of the King, inflids the 
■ lofs of life and fortunes. If he will purge himfelf he may doe it with refped to Saxon,c J 
« ^ a ^ uat ‘ on t b e King’s Head. The fame is to be ohferved in all Degrees of e 
^ Men, whether * Noblemen or Countrey men. Whofoever eonfpires again!! his comes fell. 
Lord, let him bepuni!hed with lofs of life and fortunes, or elfe pay the Valua- & villams 
tion of his Lord’s Head. melligitur 

fimmus & 
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TO 88. The feventh Law “To the fixth of ha, which gives the King Power C. 7 .Be^ n 
“ of life and death over him that fights in the Court, gives the fame Power over ir.cn 
“ him, that ihall but draw his Weapon in the fame place. Farther provides that 
“ If the Offender flye and be taken, he pay the value of hisHead, and according g ** 

« t o his .offence farther be punifhed by the payment of a Muld, or the Value of 6 7 
« hh Head. The ninth ordains, “That if one kill a Woman with Child he pay C. 9. Be 
« t he full Value of her Head, befides half the value of the Head of one of her *°n fe 
“ Husband’s Children. If the valueof the Head come not to thirty killings it is ‘ W 
“to be made up, and a farther Muld of an Hundred and twenty {Mings to be J 
“impofed. And whereas formerly fuch were more gnevoully punifhed as ftole 
“ Gold, Stallions or Bees, and other more heavy Mulds were impofed upon other 
“ Offenders, by this Law the lamerefped fhall be had to all; onely hethat fteals 
“ a Man fhall pay an hundred and twenty fhillings. The tenth requires, that He c. 10. Be 
« t hat lies with the Wife of a Man whofe cenfeor value of his Head, is twelve pople^e. 

“ Hundred fhillings, pay theSummofone Hundred and twenty fhillings to him for pum 7 
“ the offence. If the Man’s value be fix hundred,that the offender pay to him an hun- 
« dfed fhillings. He that lies with the Wife of a Ceorl or Countreyman Ifhall pay 
“forty fhillings; for payment of which, if need be, all a,Man’sCattelare to be 
“ fold but no Mankind. The next wills, “That if any one wantonly handles C. ir. 

« t he Breafts of a Countrey man’s Wife, he pay down to the Woman five fhillings: 

«if he caft her down upon the ground, but lies not with her, ten minings; if he 
“ eniovs her, fixtv (hillings. If another had committed Adultery with her before, 

“ one half of this Muld is to be paid. If he be fued for it, either according to the 
« rate of fixty Hides, he muft purge himfelf or pay down half of the Fine. It 
« violence be offered to a Woman of greater Qirth, the Muld is to be increafed 

“according to the valuation of her Head. „ 

8q The twelfth Law, concerning Burning of Wood, alters the forty third 01 ha, C. 11. Be 
concerning this Subjeft, “Impofing upon him that ihall fet fire to the Trees of fuwba,. 

“ another man, or fell them without his leave,for. every greaterTree a Muld of five “ 7 B(; 

«fhillings,for every fmaller five pence,befides a fine of thirty fhillings. That which ^ on ^ e 
follows willeth, “ That if in felling aTree a Man accidentally be flam, the Kin- monojep. 

“ dred of the flain fhall have the Tree, if within thirty days they fetch it oft the ne oppyllej 
“ ground • otherwife it is to remain with the owner of the Wood. By the four- C. 14. Be 
teenth, “The Father of a dumb or deaf Man, is to repair the Damage caufed Snnbja 
« by him. By the fifteenth, “ Fighting in the prefepee of an Archbifhop, is mama 
“ punifhed by a fine of an hundred and fifty fhillings in the prefence of a Bifhop c ^ 

“ or Senatour with one of an hundred. By the next, fuch as fteal a Mare or a 
« Co W and drive away Foal or Calf from them are to pay the Value of tne tumi 
“MareorCow, and farther a Muld ofiforty fhillings. Thefeventeenth requires, c. 16. Be 
“That if a Man borrow any Cattel which chance to dye in his Hands, if thereto $on 
« required he make oath, that he is not guilty of any fraud as to the death of mon raype 
«the Bead. The Nineteenth ordains, “ That if one Man lend to another any W 
“ Weapon to kill a third Perfon, both of them if they pleafe may pay the Valua- J c • Be 
“ tion of his Head. If they refufe to doe it together, that he that lent the Wea- >g on & 

« pon, himfelf lay down .the third part, and then he may make faith, that he 0 j, plc ^ 

« meant no harm when he lent out the Weapon. The latter part of the Law, unmajum 
“ Commands reftitution to be made of fuch Swords or other Weapons as have tenp. 
“been put into the Hands of Artificers, onely for mending or making mto other C. 19^ 
“ forts of Inftruments. The two and twentieth Orders, That if a Man fee a- 
“nother before the King’s Officer in Folcmote , and afterwards let fall , ne ina j, 

“ Adion, he make it appear if he can where the Right lies, or otherwile beiineu w man . 

“ the value of the thing. The next in order is concerning the Biting of a Dog r )ihc. 

“ impofing a muld of fix {Mings upon his Mafler if he ftill keep him, for the c. ii.B« 
“ firft offence, if he bite again of twelve fhillings, and if the third time of thirty; eopertej 
« and now though the Dog be killed, yet is the fine to be paid. If he live and anwtlan. 
“ afterwards doe more mifchief and his Matter ftill keep him, he mutt either pay • 3 - . 
“the valueof the Head, or make other Compenfation according to the mifchiet 
« done. That which follows is concerning Cattel, “ if an Ox rent or wound a c ^ Be 
« ma n he is to be feized, except the owner of him redeem him. The twenty n y rena 
fifth “Puniftieth him that ravifheth the Maid-fervant of a Countreyman, with mijfca'to 
“ the payment of fix fhillings to the man, and a muld: of fixty fhillings beiides: C. 15. Be 
“ a Man-Slave that lies with a She-Slave with the lofs of his Member; and him nybW 
“ that ravifhes a Virgin of tender Age, as him that lies with one ot riper 

“y ears * 90. The 
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90. The twenty fixth Law inflids Punifljments upon thofe, “ Who kill men Se< 5 t. I2 . 
“ by Troops or Companies. If the flain innocent Party, or he that had received a 

“ mortal wound, was valued at two Hundred fhillings, he that flew Iiim muft pay C.a6. Be 
“ the valueof his Head and a Muld; and every one that was in the Troop or manrlihc 
“ Company, muft alfo pay thirty {hillings. In cafe he was worth fix Hundred rab “°J^* 

“ lhillings, everyone in the Company mult pay fixty {hillings, and he that killed 
“ him pay the value of his Head, and the Muld befides. If he was valued at 
“ twelve Hundred fhillings, they muft pay an hundred and twenty a-picce, and 
“ the flayer both the value and the muld. In cafe every Man deny, that he gave • 

“ the mortal wound, all are. to be impeachecf together, and amongft tliem muft 
“ pay both the Value and the Muld. Now concerning thefe Troops or Compa¬ 
nies which our Saxon Anceftours called Hlotbum, how many Men made up one 
of them, the Reader may remember he was told by the fourteenth Law of King 
Jna: The twenty feventh orders, “ That if a Man in a Quarrel killed another, c. 17. 

“ and had no Kindred by the Father’s fide, fuch Kindred as he hath by the Mo- Be majjlea- 
“ thers fide, fliall pay the third part of the valueof the Head,another third thofe of rum mon- 
“ his Gild or Society,and for the third he is to feffer banifhment. In cafe he have no num - 
“ Kindred neither on his Mothers fide, thofe of liis Gild muft pay one half,and he be 
“ banifhed for the other. If he that was^flain had no Kindred,one half of the value of gejyl&an. 

“ his Head is to be paid to the King,and the other half to thofe of his Gild or Society. 

Thofe of his Gild in Saxyn called Gegyldan ,were fo named from Gyldand fignify ing to A Saxon 
pay, afmucli as one would fay Fellow Payniaflers. And they were fo called for two °| la 
Caufes, firft becaufe they contributed Money according to the Cuftome, tegether f u nJ* 
with their Fellows thatiiad killed a Man, wz. The valuation of the Head of the flain, Co prfpojito 
as they alfo received .money for a flain Brother of their Gy Id. Another was becaufe qyoi ut Con 
they contributed toward publick Feafls, which at certain times they obferved. Hence 
afterward in the Taws of King Henry the Firft, they are called Crocca Cowellet , as in Co-partner 
thofe whofe Pot boils together. In Germany the Bores call their publick Feafts by the co-operate. 
Name of Glide, to which all contribute. ' ^ Society or Company in Saxon is called co^nd-^’ 
Gebeorfcipe and Gyldfcipe , in the low Countries Ghildfchap, and hence conies our dent, &e. yi- 
more modern Name of Glide, ufed to expreis’ feme Societies of Religious men, as 
alfo ofTradefmen and Artificers, which now we call Companies and moreover of cmgil'dones. 
Gildhall\ the place of their Meetings and judicial Aflemblies. 

91. The twenty eighth Law of Alfred was made againft the Spreaders of falfe R _ C ' 

News, and commands that “ fuch being convicted, be not (lightly punifhed, but c lea ‘ 
“ their * Tongues cut out except they, redeem, them by payment of the whole 

“ value of their Heads. The thirtieth orders.that “ Merchants when they land, * j^nnehim 
“ bring fuch as come alhore with them before the King’s Officer ih Folcmote, and monaceopp 
“ declare their number, arid then keep them with them that they may be ready ^>a cungan 
“ to anfwer any thing that fhall be demanded of them in Folcmote. And if out op. 

“ of necelfity they bring many with them from Sea, into the Haven thereof, c - ?°* 

“ they are alfo to certifie the King’s Officer in that Aflembly. ' Confidering the Ee 
dangerous times wherein King Alfred lived, when was. fuch flocking of ftrangers 
into England, this Law feems very prudently , made. The one and thirtieth in- Be 
Aids “upon him that fhall put into bonds, a Countreyman who no fuch thing Ujcerman- 
“ deferves, a muld of ten fhillings, upon. him. that beats fech an one, twenty nej- bmte- 
“ fliillings ; if he hang him up aloft, thirty lhillings. If he clip his liair like a lan. 

“ fool, ten fhillings; If he fhave his head like a Prieft and bind him not; thirty 
“ fhillings : In cafe he cut his beard, twenty lhillings; and if he bind’ him and _ C. 31. 

“ cut his hair like a Prieft, fixty fhillings. That wliich follows “requires of®? rperer 
“ him who carries on his back a fpear fo negligently that another by chance falls Sy raelea r* 

“ upon it, the value of his head without a muld: but in cafe he bore the head te ‘ 

“ of the fpear in his hand and another faljs Upon it, the Law impofes a muld * 

“ upon him. ( If he be accufed to hayedorie it on purpofe, it’s lawfuil for him 
“ to clear himfelf according to the nature of the muld; if the point of the fpear 
“ was three fingers higher than that part behind his back; if the point and all C. 3?. 

“ the reft of the fpear was of the fame height it blames him nor. The next di- Be bol&je- 
reds that if “ a fervant pafs from one place'to another, he muft doe it with the rje!e - 
“ knowledge of the Alderman or Governour of that County where he former- 
“ ly ferveT Otherwife, he that receives him into his Family muft forfeit an 
“ hundred and twenty fhillings to the King, whereof one half to be paid in the 
“ Countrey whence the fervant came, and the other in that where he is now re- 
“ ceived. • And in cafe before his removal he committed any fault, he that laft 
“ received him muft make amends, and fine to the King an hundred and twenty 
“ fhillings befides. Q q % 9% . The 
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eln. I2 9 z. The thirty fourth Law “ Impofes upon him that lliall ftrike or fight in C 54 . 

Folcmote before the King’s Alderman, both the value of his own head and fuch Be S<¥eohte 
“ a fine befides as ihall be thought fir, befidesan hundred and twenty Ihillings to b ^'°i'an 
« be paid to the Alderman, upon him that by his weapons fliall make any diftur- ealdo ^ it >- 
« bance in Folcmote, a muld of an hundred and twenty killings to the Alder- 
“ man. If he be not prefent, but the tiring be done before his Subftitute or tile 
“ King’s Prieft, an amerciament of thirty Ihillings. Here by the Kings Priefi is 
meant the Bijhop, as we may very well conjecture, who, as, we formerly faid, in 
thofe times prefided alfo in Folcmotes , and there dilpatched bufinels relating to the 
Church. The thirty fifth ordains .that “ He that fights at the Homeftall.of a c. w . 

“ Countreyman, pay the faid Countreyman fix Ihillings ,• if he drew his Sword, Be Cvpii r . 
“ but ftruck not, half as much. If the offence be committed in the Homellall <*r monne r 
“ of a man valued at fix hundred Ihillings, three, time? as much is to he paid as plecce 5 e- 
“ laid upon him that fights in that of a Countreyman,- If it be done at the Fonce ' 

“ Houfe of a Man valued at twelve hundred Ihillings, the double of thatwhichis 
“ to be paid for fighting in the Yard of one valued at five hundred. The thirty q 16 
fixth Law of JSurhlrice or breach of the Peace in a Town “ confirms that part of Be buph- 
« King Ms forty fixth Law of this Sqbjed; for what copcerns the breach of tyyce. 

« the Peace in the King’s Town or. City, impofing upon the offender the fame cyninjer 
“ muld of an hundred apd twenty {hillings. Bfit if it be done in the Archbi- b {wyce. 
“ {hops Town, a muld of ninety {hillings; in that of a Bifliop or Alderman o ^ ce . b ' rc f' 
“ fixty {hillings. In the Town of a Man valued at twelve hundred {hillings, al* 1 
“ fine of thirty Ihillings; half as much if done in the Village of one worth but Ceoplej eo- 
“ half as much. Him that breaks the Hedge of a Countreyman, it fines five eopbpyee. 
“ Iliillings: and double the fum, if it be done during an expedition in War, or 
“ in time, of Lent Him that in time of Lent draws the Holy Courtain before 
“ the People witliout leave, it fines an hundred and twenty Iliillings. 

9 3. The thirty feventh, is that Law concerning Bocland, which we have already c 
occafionalty mentioned; By virtue hereof “ He that holds fuch Lands left him by Be Boc- 
“ his Anceftours, hath no power to alienate it from his Heirs to others, in cafe lan&e. 

“ it can be proved by writing or teftimpny before the King or Bilhpp, his Kin- 
“ dred being prefent, that he who firft granted it, forbade him all alienation, 

“ and laid on him this condition.' Upon occafion of this Law, Mr. Selden tells 
our common Lawyers, that here they may behold much more ancient 

than the thirteenth year of Edward the Firft. The thirty eighth concerning c * 8 - 
quarrels or deadly feuds “ Forbids any Man to attacque his Enemy, if he find j* 

“ him in his Houfe, except he firft demand of him what is right. If lie can Be- J 
“ fiege the Houfe, he may doe itfor feven days, during wliich time, if be give up * 

“ hirafelf and his Arms into his hancls, he may keep him thirty days, but then 
“ offer him fafe and found to his Kindred and Friends. In cafe he flye tp a Church, 
the honour of the Church muff be preferred: If he cannot Befiege him, he 
« m ay defire the affiftence of the Alderman, which, if he cannot obtain, he muff 
“ go to the King. If any one by chance light upon his adverfary, knowing 
“ not that he keeps himfelf at home, and the other will deliver up his Arms to 
« him, he Ihall keep him fafe thirty; days, and. then offer him tjo hi? Friends. 

“ But in cafe lie will not deliver up his Arms, then may he inffantly force him. 

« In cafe he be willing to deliver up himfelf aifo. his Arms to his Enemy, 

“ and any other Man tlets upon him, let fuch a Man pay the value of his head, 

“ or give fatisfadion for his wounds if any be given him, according 
“to the fad, befides, let him be filled, and loofe all that may fall to hjm by rea- 
“ fon of Kindred. A Servant may lawfully fight for his Mafter if any one let 
upon him, and a Mafter for his Servant. In like manner, if any one unjuftly 
“ fall upon ones near Kinfman, he may fight for him. a.gainft aft men, except his ■ 

‘ “ Lord, which is not tube fuffered. ft may be lawful! alfo for any to let uppn 
“ him whom he finds locked up under the fame covering with his Wife, or witli 
“ his own Daughter, his Sifter or his Mother, lawfully Married to his Father. 

94. Thelaftof thefe Lav/s of King Alfred, is concerning wounds and maims , G'40. 
which though fomething long, we Ihall add to the former. “ Ifany Man wound Befundum 
« another in the head, lb as the bone on both fides be pierced, let him pay to 
“ the wounded thirty Ihillings: if the outward bone onely be pierced, fifteen 
« Ihillings. If the Man be wounded to the quantity of an Inch under the hair, 

« let the muld be one lhilling; but if. the wound was befides the hair, twolhil- 
“ lings. If an Ear be cut oft, thirty Ihillings; in cafe the hearing be loft by the 
“ wound, fixty Iliillings. He that digs out the Eyes of another, let hun: pay fixty' 
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“ fix Ihillings fix pence, and the third part of a penny ; but in cafe the Eye be Sedt 12 
“ ftill in the head, yet fo wounded that the fighc is loft, let the third part of the 
“ muld be abated. Let him that cuts off a Nofe pay fixty {hillings. Him that 
“ ftrikes out the firft Teeth, eight {hillings to thefufferer* if thofe called the 
“ Wang-teeth ( Dentes Canini j be ftrucken out, four {hillings; if the Grinders, 

“ fixteen Jliillirigs. He that wounds another on the Cheek, let him pay fifteen r 
“ {hillings; that cleaves his Chin-bode, twelve ihillings; that pierces the Throat, yonstoP^ 
“ twelve Ihillings. He that cuts out the Tongue as much as he that pulls out die " 

“ Eye. He that wounds in the Shoulder to the breaking of the Member, thirty 
“ Iliillings; that breaks an Arme above the Elbow, fifteen {hillings; that breaks 
“ both the bones of the Arme, thirty Ihillings. Let him that cuts off a Thumb, 

“ forfeit to the Party thirty Ihillings: that cuts off the nail of a Thumb, five 
“ ihillings: he that cuts off the firft Finger let him pay fifteen {hillings: the nail 
*“ of this _ Finger, four {hillings; if the middle or longeft Finger, twelve Ihil- 
“ lings; if the nail of it, two ihillings; if it be the Ring-finger, feventeen fhii- 
“ lings- if the nail, four Ihillings; if the little Finger, nine Ihillings; if its nail 
“ onely one lhilling. 

95. “ If one receive a wound in the Belly, let him receive from the offender 
“ thirty Ihillings; and if the weapon pierced through the Belly, twenty {hillings 
“ for each Orifice. If a Man be run through the Thigh, he that did it Ihall pay 
“ him thirty {hillings, and if the bone be hurt, other thirty {hillings. He that 
“ pierces a Man through the Leg, let him pay the wounded Party twelve Ihil- 
“ lings; but if the bone be broke, thirty {hillings. Ifone Man cut off the great 
“ Toe of another he {hall pay him twenty {hillings; if the next to that, fifteen 
“ Iliillings * if the third, nine iliillings; if the fourth, fix Iliillings; and if the 
. “ Jeaft, five Iliillings. If a Man be 16 wounded in the Genitals, that the faculty 

of procreation be thereby taken away, the offender Ihall pay him eighty Ihil- 
“ lings. He that cuts off an Arme Ihall incur, the muld: of eighty Ihillings. Let 
“ the punifliment for every wound, befide the Hair and the Sleeve, and beneath 
“ the Knee, be doubled. He that breaks a Mans Leans: Ihall pay him fixty fliil- 
“ lings; if he_ prick them with a weapon, fifteen Ihillings, if he pierce them 
“ through, thirty Iliillings. If a Man receive a wound on his IhouJder he Ihall 
“ receive eighty Iliillings: If the outward part of his Hand be bruifed or Woun- 
“ ded, yet fo as it may be cured, twenty lhilling ; but if he loofe half of his 
“ Hand, fixty Iliillings. If a Rib be broken, though the Skin be whole, the of- 
“ fender lliall pay ten Ihillings, but if the Skin be brok&andfome bones be forced 
“ out, fifteen Iliillings. lfan Eye be pulled out, an Hand or a Foot cut off; let 
“ there be the fame penalty, viz. fixty .fix Ihillings, fix pence and the third part 
“ of a penny. If the Leg be cut off above the Knee, the muld Ihall be eighty 
“ Ihillings ; if the Shoulder-blade be cut off, twenty Iliillings; if it be bruifed fo 
“ that bones come out, fifteen Iliillings ; if the greater Sinews be cut, yet fo as 
“ they may be healed, twelve Ihillings; but if the Party fall lame and his lame- 
“ nefs cannot be cured, thirty Ihillings; if the fmaller Sinews be cut, fix ihil- 
“ lings. If a Man receive a wound on his Neck, fo that all his life he goes in- 
“ firm and deformed, lep the offender by way of Compenlation pay him an 
“ hundred ihillings, except in the opinion of wife Men more ought to be given 
“ to him. Thefe be the Laws of King Alfred, made by himfelf and his wife 
Men; for the Government of all his Subjeds. In the League betwixt him and 
Guthrm the Dane, there were others made by the confent of both Nations ; 
whereof fuch as refped theGivil ftate we have already mentioned in the Hiftory 
of Alfred's lAfe. The reft which refped matters Ecclefiaftical, muft to fuch 
matters be referred,. 


96. The next Legiflatour in order of our Englifh Saxon Kings, wis Edward the 
Elder, the Son and Succeffour of glorious King Alfred. In the Preface to his 
Laws, he ftridly charges and . commands all his Officers, 
that as much as in them lies, they doe tuftice according * as ? e & ? me *J L pp:ECe ' 
it ftands in the Judicial Book, and without all fear boldly .1. rcan ' 

difpence the Common Law, and that they fet and appoint in 'hi, kgUlLZnnnlamnlonfli, 
certain days tor Determination of the feveral Caufes de- W” /writ. EMemm legimu, Deere- 
pending before them. The firft Law is concerning Traf- “ Y ic Z u1 f Co fl 0 f ui S e - Jhrius etiam 
«<*, M k *y of confirmation of the few* An,do of 
the League made betwixt his Father and the Danifh King 


Guthrun ordains that If a Man fay any thing , he have 
that will vouch, war rant he, and make good the fale. That, no 


C. x. Be Ceapup^e. 













c XV Mm without the town buy any thing, but (a) have the Tort - fa) Ac hsbte roprqiepti 

or other Men worthy of Credit, other- g 

,W/e he fhall (b) undergoe the penally of Conkumacy againfi 5 ' 

the K. nr and the vouching or warrantizing Jhall alfo proceed 
from one to another till it be ended', we farther ordain that . 

whfZd cafttth to warrantize a Tarty of whom bebought tht thmg .n r ftm, 
either produce his Teftimony. that he did rightly call him, or hy interfofitron of his 
Oath fit,the Demandant. In the fame manner we determine concerning that 

Ter he will plead that they are his own, or go to pouching. This calling to 

Vouching or Warranting, our Englifh Saxons expreffedby tem 

the word Team, whicli properly lignifies Prop g » » tyman propagare team [doles & 

or Off-ffiring, but fecondarily, and by way or tranllation, ^ team {am ^ fa U( i a 

tn make known call forth or produce another. Inreierence to wcant nativorum vtl mtmcipiorum profi. 

the matter to hand: it wastheCuftome of the Anci^ 

that if one had Ibid to another any ltoln UOOQS, ana II etiam fnrtum Teeming dicimu:, a teeming 
Man had alienated them to a third, and the third to a Woman. 
fourth &c. vet might the true owner feize them where- 
ever he found them. Then was he with whom they were found obliged to 
produce him that fold them to him, to own and make good the Sale, winch in 
Latin they term Advocate. Then was he that was t us Advocatio alio fenfu eft- jus pamr.»ut 
■ railed out or produced (Advocatus CauJaj bound to produce vel prafentandi, mfiratibus vulgo Ad. 
his Chapman alfo of whom he bought the Goods, and -nufm. 

this chapman another, till at length they came to the 

Thief himfelf. From this continuation and progrels Irom 

nne to another it had the Name oiteam, as in the Old Nor- vide Lombard Ghjfar. in voc.Aimre, 
one to anouier, umu in Rarha- Spelman. in vac. Garandia & Semen :n 

man Law French, Voucher al Garantue ; to hence in carpa r 
rous Latin come Garandia, Garantia, Garantum, Gar/mtiza - 
re farentweeatet^^^S^lZottSttxmmni 

17 wHcK“ro d“ot IftS infteadof the Sa X enW always 
ufe* G and all rhefe words have their proper fignification amongft the Lawyers 
of England France and C«rm«j,wlhchnoone Romm or Latin word can exprefe. As 
tl&treeve mentioned mthis Law.it figmfethe chief GrvermurofaCayar 
Torn he of London and many other Cities in ancient times by dm Me. 

o. The fecondof Kiig Edward's Laws ordains, that WMamr denies a- Cs 
rnther Man his Right; either in Bodand mr SManA, demanding * fifa* ,he o(t(lua , 
Kinds lull ice, whets he hath m Right iin either of thefe forts of Land, pall fay lnter 
* t ^vim fnr thp drti offence thirty (hillings, as much for thejecond; and if he pypnjl. 
Ifflnd thefhfrd nmethathe^ayanhundreland twenty fhillings for his Contumacy 
azainjl the King. The third determines of One that hath forfworn himfelf, or lorn vF 
TirTwituefs that no credit he given to him for the time to come, and that he he put to “ J 
Odial Thefourth declare? that King Edward lying at Exeter, and tonf.lt,ngl ^ 
with his Wifemen, ftudmfly enquired hy what means he might heft provide for Feace ^ B ,yfe 
Znd Tranquillity, for he perceived that thefe things were not fo much regarded as they 
Zohttohe ild as he bad ordained. He entreated therefore and required all that 
would he corralled and amended, and would with him n ip/TT"f m [!p.[fuld- 
proLte with love and hatred the fame thing, at he dJ loth by Sea imdUrt , 

ts.K'JfA m <a£r- >- - 

That Reeve or Judge that doethnot JuJhce according to the 5 

Teftimony offuch as arefummoned, payan h ™ dred ^gj c 6 . Be Sytfe berojenum. 
tv (hillings for his contumacy againfithe King. Ihe lixtn in 

wills, That if a fervanthe accufed of Theft, he that re- 
commended him to his Mafter, or other of his Friends f if any have; ., . 


c. 6 . Be ’SypJ’e becogenum. 


Chap. II, 


k Roman Empire. 


ties for him, that he difeharge himfelf of what is depofed againfi him. If he have Seft. j 2 . 
none to interpofe oil his behalf, thofe that are concerned may Jieze his Goods. If 
be have neither Goods nor Friends, let him Be taken into Cuftody. The feventh ab- C. 7. 
folutely requires, that Thofe always be had itt readinefs that will not goe to their B-’Son =Se 
own Homes, and that for no rew-ird they be protfiled. - heojiaagen 

98. The eighth Law eiljoyrts that “ No man knowingly and voluntarily, have g an n ^' 
“ peace with or harbour one that is condemned for a Crime: he that ads contrary £ g 


“ feit all his Eftate. And if any afterwards relieve him, let him alfo incur the pe- bete pa 
“ nalty exprefled in the faid Judiciary Book. Farther, faith he, whofoever {hall bom boc 
“relieve a fugitive either in this ©Ur coaft, or in the Eaftern or Northern parts of 
«the Kingdom, let him be punilhed as in the Articles of Peace is ordained. That “ ^ 

“ which Follows provides that, If one deprived ©f liberty for Healing, Heal 5^ recge> 
“again and all his kindred forfake him, fo that none will higage for him, he be c. 9. 

“ fet to fervile works as opportunity fhall be, and his kindred ioofe the Valuation Be ^on 
of his Head. The tenth Law “ forbids any Man to receive another Man’s Ser- tor ppeoc 
“ vant without his leave, and he hath fully fatisfied his Mafter : he that doeth 0- poppypee. 

“ therwife muft be puniihed as Contumacious againft the King. The eleventh c - I0 * 
and laft commands that “ about every fourth Week evety Reeve, ot Judge, hold ^ ™ 

«the Gemote or Affembly, Adminifter Juftice to every Man, and determine mann r ' J 
« all caufes at the appointed days. If he doeotherwife he is to bepunifhed as manunt-ep- 
“ was before faid. Thefe are the Laws made by King Edward the Elder himfelf. pe ]> butan 
After them follows the league made bet\Vixt him and GuthrUn the Dane confifting leape. 
offuch matters as had been formerly agreed of betwixt the kidGutbrun and King C. 11. 
Alfred which we have already mentioned, atfuch time as the Englijh and Danes S e motc 
made Peace and imbraced one another. Thefe Articles Were often afterward re- an&a 5 um - 
peated by wifemen, and tq the common utility of the Realm, is the Preface 
words it, increased and amplified. But Forafmuch as they rd^eft Religion we 
muft as before we hinted refer them to another place. 

99. The next Legiflatour after King Edward the Elder Was Ring ex£ thelfian his 
Son. After a Religious Preface, the firft Law he ena&s is againft Thifeves, re¬ 
quiring that “ If a Thief be taken in the fed, no Man fpare him.ifhe be above c. 1 . Sax. 
“ twelve years old, and have ftole any thing above the value Of right pence : if Be ^eo- 
<e any one doe contrarily he fhall pay the value of the Thief’s Head, or make amends pum. apud 
“ for the fault, and yet for all that the Thief fhall not be fpared, who if he con- J°™N. c.c. 
“ tumacioufly make refiftence, or flye for it, for the time to come fhall obtain no 4 - & 5. 
“favour: a Thief call: intoPrifon, fhall there flay forty days, and then after the 
“ payment of an hundred and twenty fhillings, be difehatged. But the kindred 
“ muft give fecurity for his good behaviour, after which if he deal again, they 
“ muft either pay the value of his Hfead, or bring him back to Prifon; and in 
“cafe any one refift them he fhall pay to the King, or to any other it concerns 
“ the value of his own Head, and if any ftand by him, he fhall pay to the King an . 
hundred and twenty lhillings. The fecoiid is againft “ fuchds have no Mailers, or- C. a .Sax. 
daining, that “of thofe that are not of any Man’s family, and fconfeqUentlyribhecan Behlapopa-* 
“ have right againft them, the kindred fhall give caution for their juft demeaning Iea r ura 
“ of themfelves and in Folcmote put them into tome ones fetvice: which if they jomalT 6 
“will not or cannot doe, letfuch Mafterlfefs men be efteemed as fugitives, and J a,c ‘ " 
“ be beaten as Thieves, as they are light Upon. If any one afterward relieve them 
“ let him pay the value of his Head, or according to that value, difeharge himfeff 
of the guilt. But the third commands that “ if a Mafter denies to doe another C. 3. Sax. 

“ man right and defends a naughty and knavifh Servant, fo that of him com- Jomal.c.c. 

“ plaint is made to the King, he pay the value of the thing in demand, and ferther 7 - & 8. 

“ to the King forfeit an hundred and twenty fhillings. But in cafe any make 
“complaint to the King, before he demand his right as it is prefetibed, he fhall 
“ incur the like Muldt as the other fhould have dbrie for denying Juftite. If the 
“Mafter be convicted to have been privy to the Theft of his Servant, he fhall 
“ Ioofe his Servant and pay the value of his own Head for the firft offence, for 
“ the fecond fhall Ioofe all he hath. The feme punifhrtient fhall the King’s Trea- 
“ furers and Reeves undergo if guilty of the fame offence. The fourth ordains con- c 4. Sax. 
cerning“ fuch as confpire againft theft Mailers, that if thereof legally accufed, Be hlapopb 
“ and if the fad cannot be denied,the offender being cbnvided by threefold Ordeal, ryppum. 

“ it fhall be Capital. Jomal.c.c,. 

100. The 
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cIZ I2 100. TheTixth Law of King ^thelftan is againft “ Witchcrafts, Inchantments cT 7 ~ 

' “ and ftich like deeds as procure Death,' that if any one.by thofe that ufe them be Be pco 
“ made away and the thing cannot btfdenyed, fuch pradicers fhall be put to death, 

“ if they endeavour to purge themfelves and be caft by the threefold Ordeal, let ~ 

« them lie in Prifon, an hundred and twenty days, which ended let their kindred ' 11 
« redeem them by the payment of an hundred and twenty Ihillings to the King, 

“ and farther pay to the kindred of the flain, the full valuation ofthe parties 
“ Head. And then mull the criminals procure Sureties for their good deportment 
“for the time to come. The fame punilhment fiiall be infli&ed on Incendiaries 
“and fuch as refeue Thieves. Nay let- fuch as endeavour to refeue them, though 
« no Man be wounded in the attempt, pay an hundred and twenty Ihillings to 
“ the King. As for Inchantments mentioned in this Law, the Saxon word is 
Liblacum which fignifies the Art of Conjuration or Witchcraft , yet not all in Gene¬ 
ral, but that fort of it properly called Fafcination , or Inchantment ufed with cer- 
tain Ligatures, Fafcice or Bands. The Romans called this fort Obligamentum Magi- ASaxcn. 
cum, Pbylafteria and Ligatures. Hence Mere came to be a Magical word, 
in that verfe of Virgil, Me trilus nodis ternos Amaryllt colores. This he wrote, k ]yb *1 
■ as Turnebus obferves, from the Ancient Cuftome of Inchantments wherein were 
reckoned knots, bands and neceflities. In thofe matters alfo the word Ligare l ac «. ? . 
came to be ufed. And as Ifidore writes, to thefe things belong Ligatures of exe- mmusligm 
crable Medicines which the Art of Phyfick condemns, whether in plantations, £ vim ha- 
Characters or in any other things to be hung and bound about one, in aU which is ««■ 
the Art of Devils fprung from a certain peftiferous fociety, or compatf of evil Men rum in Jjj. 
and Angels. Upon which account they are all to be lhunned by Chriftians to be far. «. ubk. 

reieded and condemned, with all execration polfible. , „ . 

IOI . Thefeventh of Kiiig ^thelflans Laws ordains concerning (mple Ordeal q 7. Sax. 
that “ If one accufed feveral times of Theft be caft by it, and have no body Beanpeal- 
« t0 te furety for him, he be fent to Prifon, and thence freed by his kindred, as jumOpta- 
was before faid. The eighth appoints that“ If any man having no Houfe nor Land £ M.i]. 
« of his own, goes to ferve in another Shire, anefreturning to the place whence ^ 

« he came to fee his Friends, doeth any mifehief, he that receiveI bo. 

« give caution that he fhaU be ready to make fatisfadion, or elfe doeithim- num j„. 

“ feIf to the party aggrieved. The ninth provides that If any one challenge Cat- m i c> I+ 

“ tel as his own in another Man’s hands, five Men out of their Neighbourhood c. 9. Sax. 

“ fhall be caUed, whereof one fhall (wear that he rightly challenges them. But Be Sonne 

“ if another Man contend they are his twenty Men ft be taken out of the w be- 

« Neighbourhood, whereof two fhall fwear with him, that he bred them. This ^^' 

« ma y be done without the Common Oath of all 5 but otherwife if the value of J *• 
« the thine exceed twenty pence. The tenth forbids any Commutation of Goods C. 10. Sax. 
« but b the prefence of the Reeve, thePrieft of the Town, or the Lord of the Bej 
« c 0 :j nr fome other credible Perfon, under the penalty of thirty Ihillings, Steppe. 

« and the forfeiture of the thing changed to the Lord of the SoiL And if any of J***-'* 

« t hefe bear falfe witnefs, let him be infamous, or no credit be given to him 
“ ever after , and let him forfeit befides thirty Ihillings. The eleventh pre-C-H. to. 
« feribes the manner of accufing a Thief that’s killed. Firft let there be three m . 

« number (if they will take it upon them) two Kinfmen on the Fathers fid^/^^ 
“ and one on the Mother’s, which fhall fwear, that they knew no reafon why ^ 

« their Kinfman fhould have been flain upon the account of Theft. Then letthere num , j cr . 
« be twelve impanelled, which by their Oaths fhall lay Theft to his charge, and „al.c. 16. 

« then ifthe Kindred of the flain Party do not appear, thofe whofirft endea- C. 12. to. 

voured to clear him of the crime fhall each of them forfeit an hundred and Befon Je 
« twenty Ihillings. The twelfth confirms the firft part of the Law d King Ed- ® ^ 

« ward the Elder, Decreeing that no Man buy any thing out of Town adopts. 

« exceeds the value of twenty pence, but within the Town, in prefence ol the j malc l . t 
« portreeve, or fome other creditable Perfon, orelfem prefence of the Kings 

“ Reeve or Juftice in Folcmote. Be bunxa sebec- 

102. The thirteenth decrees, that « AU Towns or CiMj Be g bu P5 5 
“ Cattles be repaired within fourteen days after the time of tUn 5 e - J •• 

“ Proceflion or Perambulation, and that all Bargains be mvnetenum. > 

“ managed within the Town. The fourteenth appoints, C.14. to*. Be mynetepu j 
« that throughout the King’s Dominions one and the Mc.19. 

« f am e Money be current which fhall not be Coined 
« out of Town. If any Minter or Coiner imbafe the Coin, 

“ let him loofe his hand, which being cut off fhall be- 
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« affixed to the YVorkhoufe. If any be accufed ofadultera- EanJem fuppUca formm iitquiadul- 
“ ting Money, and will purge himfelf; let him by the Or- ^jrST^SZ.tS£ 
“ deal of. hot Iron cleanle his hands or fuch wickednels. nfufeitavit Hemicus primus m -.mnuu 

“ but if by the Ordeal he be caft, let him be punifhed’ Se Menus in Jam Angi. 

“ as now was faid. At Canterbury let there be feven Min- 
«• ters dr Coy’ners, whereof four for the King, two for the Bifhop, and one for 

“ theAbbat. At Rochefler Jet there be three, whereof two for the King, and the 

“ third for the Bifhop. At London eight. At Wtnchefter fix. At Lewes two. 

“ At Haflings one. At Chichefter one. At Hamton two. At Werbam two. A.tEx T 
“ cefter two. At Shaftsbury as many. And in evxy other 

“ Town one. The next Law requires, that no Target be C. 15. Be j-cyl&pypheum. Jor- 


made of Sheeps Skins under penalty of thirty ihillings. nal 10 


“ That which follows commands, that for every Plough c - 16 > Sax - ir - 
“ a Man keep two well furnilhed Horfemen. The feven- . C. 17. Sax. Be \sm fozv Jeo- 
“ teenth ordains, that he that receives reward from a pe mi& jeeasre mma&. Jamal, ai. 
“ Thief, and thereby hinders another Man’s Right, be a- 

“ merced the full value of his Head. The eighteenth for- c - l8 - Sax Be hopjum. Jcr. 23. 
“ bids Horfes to be tranfported, except fuch.as be fent up- ^ „ _ „ • , 

“ on free Gift The nineteenth ordains, that If a Servant ^Be Tbeojiman ^Se pul 
“ be Gaft by the Ordeal* the juft and Ample valueof the opeale. e. 14. 

“ thing be paid, that the Slave be thrice beaten; or if the full 
“ value of the thing be reiterated, this punilhment is to be abated. 

103. King thelftan by his twentieth Law enads, that “ If any one abfent C. 10. Sax. 
“ himfelf from Folcmote thrice, he be punifhed as contumacious againft the King,if ® e ^on MSe 
“fo be that the Holding of the Afiembly was declared a Seven-night before. In < 5 emot F. 0 J l * 
“ fuch cafe if he refufe to doe right, and pays not his muldjb to the King, the 3 or ~ 
“ ancienteft Men of the Countrey are to go and feize upon all he hath, and take * ‘^ 
“fecurityfor his appearance. If anyone refufe to go with his Neighbours for 5 ‘ 
“Execution of this Law, he is alfo to be punifhed as contumacious againft the 
“King, when the Afiembly is opened let it be proclaimed, that all enjoy Peace 
“ w'hom the King will have to enjoy it, ,and that every one abftain from Theft 
“ upon pain of loofmg his Life and his Eftate. . And if afterward any one be guilty 
“of Theft, let the ancienteft men ofthe Countrey ride thither, and feize on all 
“he hath, one half to the King, and another to their own ufe, and take fecurity 
“ for his appearance, in cafe no fecurity can. be had, let his Perfon be feized ; 

“ if he ftubbornly make refiftence, and flyenot,. he may be killed. If any one 
“concern himfelf for him, and kill a third Party, let the King and all that love 
“ him fet themfelves againft fuch an one, and if any relieve him if he make his C. 21. Sax. 
“efcape, let him be fined the valueof his own Head, except he make it out that Be^sm^e ‘ 
“he knew not that he was a Fugitive, and then according to the value pop Oji&a- 
“of the Fugitive’s Head. The twenty firft gives order, that if “ any 1 ® ^» n 5 !a& - 
“ one would get off his punilhment of Ordeal, if he be able to procure Par- L orn ‘ c ‘?l‘ 

“ don of the Party that received the Injury* but by no means that he efcape the g e 
“ penalty inflidled by the Law. The twenty fecond confirmation of former Laws =g e 0 L er 
requires, that “ No man receiveanother * Man’s man (as this Law words it) manner T 
“ into his Family without leave firft obtained of his Matter. He that doeth n-manun&ep- 
“ therwife lliall reftore the Man , and pay the mu lift of Contumacy againft the peh^.^W 
“ King. And no man is to put away his men that are accufed of any Crime, till 
“ they have firft made fatisfaeftion; By this it appears how ancient in this Nation, Neun6e P- 
theCuftome is of calling a Servant by tlie word ufed for the whole fpecies , a tiling f ° nan raan 
in ufe as well with the Romans,i and others more ancient, as with modern nerma” 311 " 
People. . &c. 

104. The twenty .fourth concerning.Traffiekin Confirmation of^^former Laws C. \±. s ax 
ordains, tliat “ If a man buy any thing with witnefs, which another man chai- Be %eun 
lengesfor his own; the Seller make it good, and fecure. the bargain, whether ^yppe 
he be bond or free. But on the Lord’s day Jet no market be held, under penalty hyegak- 
of forfeiture of rhe wares, and a muldt of. thirty ihillings befides. The next J? rn - c - 1 1 - 
Law as a terrour.to fuch as {hzli forfwear tbemfelves commands, “That fuch rfa *®' 
being convided iliall not onely not. bear Teftimoijy for. the time to come, as r f a 
People to whom no faith is to be-given, but be forbidden alfo Chriftian burial, Oit Sax 
except the Bilhop ofthe. Diocefe will', certify, that he had done all things, thatBem&rpo-* 
were injoined him. Qf this the Prieft of the Place is within thirty days to give pum. Jam. 
notice to the Biihop, \or elfe to be puniihed as the ordinary fhall think fit. The c. jg. 
laft of thefe Laws gives directions, that In cafe any of the King’s Officers refufe C. 16. Sa^ 

R r * to J orn ‘ f-1\ 


C. 18. Sax. Be hopjum. Jcr. 23. 
C. 19. Sax. Be ^eopman ^Se pul 
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c (V > T ~ « to put~thefehis Ordinances into Execution, or be remifs in his Administration, 

« he be punifhed as Contumacious againft the King, who will put in another that 
« will be more carefull of his Duty. The receiving of the muld he commits to 
«the Billion of the Diocefe. If any one contemn thefe his laws.andI Commands, 

“ for the firft offence he lhall incur a penalty of five pounds, for the fecond the 
“value of his own Head, and if he offend the third time forfeit all the Efiate he 
“ hath, together with the Amity of the King and all his People. ^ ter thls * fol¬ 
lows, that thefe matters were fetled and determined in the great Affemblv Grea- dalle** 
ianleace at which was prefent Archbilhop Wulfhelme, together with all theNoble 
and Wilemen, that ^thelftan called together. . , 0 

105.After thefe Laws follow others of this lame King m the tow Edition to^clan ry. 
which ^tbelfian prefaceth in this manner. “I fthelfian King, make known to 
“ all that I have diligently inquired the Caiffe why our Peace hath not been fo well &c 

“ kept as I defired, and was formerly ena&ed at Greatanleage ,, and fiom the moft 
« knowing Perfons in my Kingdom I received this Anfwer, that ^ happened by 
“ reafon of too much F^nce, and fuffering Crimes to go unjmmfhecL Moreo¬ 
ver lately keeping Chriftmas at Exeter, and tliere attended by my Wifemen, I 
“found them all moft ready to venture themfelves, their Wivib and Children, 

“ toprocure thofe Violatours of the Peace, to procure thefe Violatours of 
“ the Peace, to be fo driven out of the Kingdom, that they might never 
« retlirn again into it, which if any of them Ihould doe, he Ihould be 
“ 3 ed S as a Thief taken, in thedFad. And in cafe any one cherilh 
« l" hold correfpondence with any of them or their Servants they Ihould forfeit 
“ both Life and Eftate. For hencewe believe it comes to pafs, and for no other 
<t reafon that Oaths are fo often violated, fiiretyflup is fo commonly broken, and 
“Pkdges fignify fo little as they do. Then follows a Law injoymng, that If any Ci. 

Fledges ligny ^ s t whteh he has removed from bis B^on oj> 

™ he a * m P /L 

iZio fthe Servant’s Head to his Mafter, and befides that a mM of an hundred • 
and.twenty(hillings to the King. But in cafe the Mafterofany Servant mjuftly af-* 

Z d n llJhuCe him let him puree himfelf if he can of what is laid to his charge 
and then put himfelf into any other Family he pleafeth. For wegra- 
in . ^(1 trrant * that if fuch an one prove himfelf juft and honeft, he may ferye whom 
Te'ldeafetk An/if my Reeve or fudge pafs this over or unwillingly tranfafls.it 
Co as his fault he evidently proved , let him he punifhed as contumacious againft the 
Kine and if for a reward he hath perverted Jufttce ', let him loth be punifhed as 
fontumacio/s againft the King,, and he farther noted with Infamy as was faid before ; 

J t 'thane fo offending be punifhed in the like manner • and let the Reeve or fudge 
Lfe<the left he can light on withinhis Pre- 

cintts and make them Witneffes and Overfeers of all Controverfies. A ” d ff cordl ”& 
to the value of the thing of Controverfie let the Oaths of honeft men, without any 
Zrkin^or chlftngoftbembeinterpofed. The fecond Uw requires, that //*** pur - B& ^ ^ 
P fue any Cattel k their Footfteps, and find them in another Mans ground, the owner . ^ be . 
of th/<r round (hall, if he can, trace their Footfteps to another Man s ground, if not 
IheFoSTpsofthe Cattel inhis Ground-jhall, when the owner comes to make out his 

the Civil State, it the <**. 

The valuation to what particularly - /•*,.. n f the Fncrlifh. is thirty thoufand 

ommUczA*. *he Kings Head according to the Common Law of the tjagma, isjni j j 
Of the King’s. “L A whereoffifteen thoufand are properly the value of his Head, the reftbeing 

OfanArchbi. TjWW *> * W . ihe ifft fifteen belong to the Nation, the firft to the Kindred. 

5 ®!#? %%Mflo/ftE*rrs WengiU O/i Saxon.; called it) or ■ 

?£SS 

Thane or ( Ceorl ~) by the Danifh Law is two Hundred fixtyfeven Thrymjes. 

man Or Ceorl. % t L King he [hall be valued at two Hundred and twentyflnllings. tfft pj 

ofa wMlthy «**'*."'*& rS „ Eighty JUUiogs. If he have » Land, yet if he boa 
Welflmm. fefs half anHideof Eana, a b.JJj, ifr^ty (hillings. If a Ceorl or Com- 

ireyman. trey man be f w> y P £ rj fhrymfes. But if he come to have a Corflet , 
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And if his Children or Grandchildren .grew fo rich as to pofefs five Hides of Land Se( 5 t. 12 
let all their Pofferity be reckoned as fo many Sitbcundmen , and be valued at two 
The valuation thoufmd Thrymfes. The .Mercians value a Countreyman at two Hundred /hillings, a 
aw!' C Mem ~ Thane at twelve Hundred. They are wont to equal the jingle value of a Kings 
Head with fix thoufand of Thanes, that is thirty thoufand Sceats; for fo much is 
the value of the Kings Head, and as much more muft be paid as a recom- 
pence for his death. The value of his Head belongs to his Kindred, and 
the Compenfation of his death to the People. He that is valued at twelve 
Hundred /hillings, his Oath Jhall be of the fame efteem as thofe of fix Count reymen, 
f or ivere fuch an one flain , fix Couhtreymen would fatisfy over and above for the 
ruths how value, therefore let the value of him and all them be the fame. By the Engliih 
valued. Law the Oaths of a Prieft and a Thane are of the like efteem, and in refpefl of the 
feven Church Offices, to which by God’s Gift he is rifien, let his Place and Rank be equal 
with that of a Thane. 

10 7. By thefe valuations of Heads from the higheft to the loweft Rank, we may 
Puniihments perceive, that in thofe ancient times punilhments confided rather in Mulds than 
MuSs“o a t nd m contrary to our prefent Cuftome, whereby fmall offences in comparifon 
with death, f efpecially if reiterated ) are become capital which whence it hath proceeded, 
whether from this Confideration that Crimes in latter Ages do more abound, or 
from other reafons is not evident. The. Wifedom of LegiflatoUrs is moft feen in 
this, to ordain fuch PuriUliments, as by example and terrour may beft prevent thofe 
Crimes againft which their Laws are ena&ed, no other end or defign can be cal¬ 
led properly theirs; this is that which vindicates their Pu¬ 
nilhments from the Imputation of Fury * and Tyranny. And * icaftighifemmhinnopr fine it day 

iflefs than Capital will doe it, as Menand Chriftians, they SS^ZrfSL 
ought to be fparing of bloud, and as Politicians where the 
Countrey hath not too many Inhabitants. Therefore flavery, rowing in Gallies and 
digging in Mines, moft Nations. anciently preferred before Capital Executions, 
as thofe which would more terrifie than death it felf, efpecially high fpirited Fel¬ 
lows, fuch as have fpent their Fortunes, and whom fhame of begging provokes 
to rob upon the High-ways. This was fo much pra&ifed in 

the middle Ages, that the Law of the Boii tells us, that No NulUfit culpa tm gravis, ut vita non 
offence is fo great , but Life may be granted for the Fear of c”p~ a sZ f rofter timrcm Dei - T*>. 1, 
God. Amongft others the ancient Germans, and othgr Nor¬ 
thern People who afterward gave Laws to Europe, punilhed the greater fort of 
Crimes and Homicide amongft the reft with Fiiies or Mulds. For the Germans, Lib.de mcri- 
Tacitus witneffeth, who writes that Homicide was expiated by a certain Number busGerm!lna - 
of Cattel, whereby all the HoUfe received fatisfadion. For the Cimbri and Danes D^belloRith' 
even till the time of Chriftian the third, Crantzius produceth evidence. Our mar - 
Saxon Anceftours as well as others, as we have feeri by fome of their Laws, depri¬ 
ved Perfons of Liberty, and Mulds generally they ufed, not commonly infliding 
death upon Offenders, but where the value of the Head could not be Fid, for 
tlie Murtherer was bound to pay the value not of his own Head but of him he 
had llain, and according to the Crime fometimes a double, treble, nay nine or 
eighteen values. Their Mulds or Fines were either greater or leffer. The Grea- 
rwo forts of ter took away all or much of their fubftance, being the fame with that which we 
iiiem. caL 1 the valuation of the Head by them called Were, which word originally fig- ^rewuife, 
uifieth a Man, and this valuation or payment fecondarily, and by way of Tran- l ^ cmhro f o: ’ 
llation. The leffer fort of Mulds they called Wite, which differed from Were 
both in this that it was left, as alfo in that it was uncertain, fome- 
time more and fometime left, whereas the other was fetled and conftanr, 
at leaft for fome time. The firft anfwers to the word Redemption, or 
as it’s now ufed in Englifh, Ranfome, and the laft to Fine , and Amerciament 
properly. 

Men diftin- ioff But by this Valuation of the Head or Were, men were diftinguilhed into 
jwihcd by certain Claffes or Ranks. Of thefe tliere were three, viz. The Loweft, the Middle 
^Ithe Higheft. The loweft confided of fuch as were valued at two hundred 
.blnllmgs, thence in Saxon called Twyhyndnemon, in Latin Vir Ducentenus. The tpyhyn&ne- 
middle were of fuch, whereof each was valued at fix hundred lhillings, called Six- nion - 
lyndnemoH and Vir Sexcentems. The higheft comprized thofe that were valued at r ix hyn&ne- 


to pals, tint from thefe Claffes, going by Hundreds, the word Hyndene is in- SocUtas 
R r 2 terprcteJ Lamhrlo. 












* De Mirac. St. Martini, lib. 4. c. 26. 
t Tit. 55. §• 2. 
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~ 3 08 TkFolitj of the EngHlh Saxons in Britain, PartIV 

a Society of Men. According to the degrees of the_ valuation of Mens 
CSr-L -Heads they were to purge themfelves of Crimes by fuch and fo many Qompurga- 
Accordin^ to t0 urs.’ Herein he that was richer was thought more worthy of Credit^ and his 
the decrees of Q h t j ie f ooner taken, and therefore we reade that the Oath of a Thane was 
Sr°" 2 ,r equivalent to theOaths of fix Countrey men or Ceorles As a Mans Value or .his 
more valid. Wealth was more or lefs, fo he might be a Purgatour for, or purge lefler or grea¬ 
ter Crimes, and therefore do we hear fo often of Purgation according to the rate of 
twelve Hides of Land or more or fewer. For there it s obferyable, from the late 
mentioned Laws, that if a man^vas {lain, his Kindred fometirne received theva- 
Md^«what. l U eof hisHead, which payment Was called Magbote. In like manner were they 

bound on the other fide ro pay the value of the Head of one flam by their Kinfman, tuspogmc,. 
in cafe he became not refponfible, and that to the Kindred of the flam party bote 
which in the Saxon Tongue they termed Cynegild and Cynehte, the fame in flgm- gg*. 
cmild. fication as Magbote, now mentioned. 

109. Thus was the Offender vanoufly puniihed both in himfelf and Kmdred^ 
Satisfaction fertile fame Offence, which puniihment was fomenmes fo hegry that.not.He 

TO die King! ’King for the breach of his Peace, called Frtdwile and Fnd- fax . Germ . Fr ,J. 

gild. This latter was in ufe with the ancient Franks, who 
termed it Fredm and Fredum, as appears both from Gregjrj 
</«»>. andtheSa&bflAWS. As to die CjnmUrx .» 

Mcegbote, it appears alfo from Tacitus, that the wo e Escifitgue fatisfaUimm mimftio- 

ly received fatisfadion for a Kinfmanflam. And theCuftome 
might feem to be taken from MofeshisLzw, who faith. 

That in cafe.a price of bloud he requiredof him that had hUed Exod.21.30. 
a Man he Should give whatfoever was laid upon hm.Jput 
thus much concerning the valuation of Heads, called PPern, the payment where- 
which was of they termed Weregild, to which we fhall onely add, that thefe valuations by 
called Were- J Ethelftan were very moderate, and that was the reafon why many e- 
gild ' ei/Jwere by after Laws put upon Offenders, fometimes two, fometunes three, 

fnd fometimes nine. Therefore in the Charter of Liberties to the City of London 
, rj 1 /• a rrranf a.s'a Privilege, that a Citizen Ihould be but taxed or 
Th , , j- which value he let a lumloner. 

Si“ of ”Ani that in his days pr f r« alfo wae m^, ap^eaits „ 

from this, in that he ordained that whofo broke or let at ^ Wer<t p Uie f ltrem pi ma vice-, sife- 
nanerht a Law for the firft Offence ihould pay Ins Were- lor cundo fecerit> r eddat bis Weram fiw, 
die fecondOffence double his Were, and in cafe he the third wM. I- 

time offended, ihould forfeit all he had. This is certain, 
flinr in the times of the Englijh Norman Prmces Weres and . 

Wprpoilds were in faihion. They grew obfolete by degrees, but when utterly laid 
rS vfnnr certain And the word Fredum (which was never m ufe with our 
Writers) grew alfo 'obfolete abroad after the Age of the Emperour Fredemk the 

SeC °"f We have the Hiftory of the Valuation of Beads or Wires, but fliU diall we 
be in the datkif weknow not thepnee, 

Tto »te.r ^di^word W»!/a cc <m(s from the Saxon word \ Three . *efamewnh 

conttovatef'Omw* | 

m3SsiS®ssa^si««e““ 

differed from the other Englijh m its value. As fo r t heot er ^ le6e n ir Punton en- 

And other forts of Money; five Pennies m thofe days made a ShUlmg, pemngar semaci^a’S in- 

Saxon Money. j j-hjj-ry Pennies made a Manes (in Latin nercilmje XXX penesa innr 

Sh ells us in his ^Grammar. & *£*** maiep fmLrmofruGram. 

Fl?SSSiSS®L,—^ 
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a Pound in value. The Word to exprefs the moft IVloney in ~ 

thofe days was the Sceate or Scate, which according to Scea ■enummumingenereftgnificatut 

Mr. Lamhard contained a vaft fum, to the value of five ^e/gis ScbatSchot.inBoreaiibusetiam 

thoufand Pounds of Silver. Some are of opinion that it figni- pm^lTc“ eZTs ho™ 

fied alfo a fmall piece of money to the value of an Half- pot. 

penny. Befides this Half-penny (if an Half-penny they had) 

they had alfo the Feorthing ;, Feorthling, or Farthing containing the fourth part of 

a Penny as we may luppol’e. In fliort, we are told, that thefe feveral forts and 

fums of Money were in ufe amongft our Englijh Saxon An- 

cefiours, viz. Feorthling, Peneg, Ofe , SccetfScilling, Thrym- peojvSlms, peneg, ope, yesetta, 
fa, and Fund. Concerning OJe I have hitherto read no- railing, )pymja, pun&. 
thing, but fuppofe Ore is meant, which was worth fixteen 
pence. Fifteen Ores alfo in a Book feen by Sir H. Spelman, was put for a Pound 
'and from a Manufcript Regifter .of the Abby of Burton in Leicetterjhife , he obser¬ 
ved that the word Ora fignified the fame as TJncia. From that time the value of 
it was reckoned for fixteen pence , and fometimes for twenty pence , whence pro¬ 
ceeded the difference of having Ora for twenty pence fo often in Doomfday 
Book. 


. in. To proceed with our Laws, all that we find of King vZtbelfiaris in the 
Saxon Edition of Mr. Lamhard we have already related, there are others, though 
"not in the Saxon Language, to be feen in the Chronicon of John Bromton the Ab- 
bat of Jornal, of which alfo we muft make mention, fuch elpecially as we judge 
moft convenient to be known. The firft Catalogue we meet with confifts of nine 
feveral Laws, whereof the Firft Jhews how the Court of the Hundred ought to he x 
'kept, declaring, that to the number of four Ahhats meet, and that Right be done to 
.allmen in that Court. The fecond appoints how a thief is to he profecuted from 
the Hundred to the tithing. The third impofes upon him that Jhall rejek the Sen¬ 
tence or Judgment of the Hundred, fo that it paffeth againfi him the fecond time , 
for the firft offence the fine of thirty Pence to the Hundred, for the fecond offence fix- 
ty Pence, whereof one half to the Hundred and the other half to the Lord. For the 
third offence the lofs of all he hath, and he Banifbed, except the King otherwife 
difpenfe with him. The fourth confirms what had been faid concerning ftray Cat- 
tel, that no man Jhould keep them without the knowledge and Teflimony of an Hun- 
dred or Tything man, otherwife no benefit of Vouching Jhould he allowed him. The r 

fifth requires, That when one Hundred makes Hue and Cry, o^purfues Cattel into 5 ’ 

another Hundred, this Hundred doe the like or forfeit thirty Shillings to the King. 

The fixth requires, That if any one decline the Law or make any efcape , he that was < 
the Procurer jhall pay the value of the thing in quefiion. The feventh again com¬ 
mands, That right and publick Juftice be done in the Hundred, and in every other '' 
puhlick Meeting, and that a day he prefixed for every bufinefs, which whofoever tranf- 
greffes, except kindred by the Command or Order of ones Lord, or by vifible Infirmity 
fhall forfeit thirty Shillings, and yet lie obliged to doe what he ought to have done at 
another appointed time . The * eighth is very hard to be explained, and theKerneli c 
not worth the labour of cracking the Nur. And the laft is concerning Ordeal 
of which in another place. • . * * Pedis tid 

mum & cants 


bUnhmium & de quibus ftc Somnerus in Glojfar. 


Locus miri anigmaticus & meliori 


_ OfPa & 

Oedtpo reltnquendus. 


^ er dfi s follow certain Judgments, as they are termed, which Wifemen 
are faid to have ordained at Exeter by the Council of King ^thelftan, which were 
afterward confirmed both at FeverJham a Town in Kent, and at Tbundresfeld. 
Herein firft are reinforced all the Laws formerly made at Greatley, except what con¬ 
cerned the Market of the City and the Lord’s day. The reft contain fe vere Animad- 
ver/tons upon Thieves and fuch as receive them, viz. “ Confinement intofome place 
« w i?/ ch , the Kin S 1Ila11 chufe * Na y> if one that ftole after the 

A tie mbly held at Tbundresfeld ileal again, let he or flie be what they will 
u , y are condemned to death, together with fuel) as harbour, or fpare them if 
u “ey m eet them. And as to the manner of their death here are certain odd 
Lircumflances. If flie was a Free Woman that ftole, flie Ihould be caft down 
u | rom an n‘£h Cliff or Hill, or elfe drowned. If a Slave, lie ihould be Honed 
M oy twenty of like condition j and in cafe anyone’s blow thrice failed hefhould 
fo many times be beaten. And w'hen the Thief was dead, every one of thefe 
Slaves or Servants ihould pay three Pence to his Lord. If the Thief was a She- 

“ flave 














jCS- 5 <w, eighty Women of the like tonditiori Ihould 1 each of them bring three 

f dgdots o/pieces of wood, and therewith burn her, and pay moreOTer fo 
“ maw Pence as the He-flaves were to do, or elfe be beaten. Another of thefe 
, a S» the receiving of another mSs Servant, whom he cannot ru e under fam 
?,h forfeiture of an hundred and twenty Shillings to the Ktug, and the return and 
reparation of the Servant to le made lefides. Another ordatns, That a Lord/hall 
^ nr fa Protettion Defence, or the like , to a Freeman, who 

-lit rt ?Vf 

uroter if breaks, or hath not fufficient regard to thefe Ordinances forfeit an hun- 
°lwed °and twenty Shillings to the King, le he thane or any other kind of man 

11 - Thefe Judgments or Ordinances bear not the Name of the King himfelf, 
but of the Wifemen of Exeter, who devifed them there by the Kings Advice or 
Confent whofealkiwance ga^e them die Power and force of Laws, and thofe 
w ere the Wifemen whom he mentions in the Preface of other Laws to have been 
u ere tne miernen , „ Holvdays. Thefe were alfo confirmed at Fe- 

mt i tJll^^e^SSdrTyJ From thefe and other Pafliges it is 
verfham and at j , f this Km J^£thelfian, the Wifemen, or knowing Per- 

fom of’mrtWar Countries, Provinces and Cities, by the Kin* confcnt and al- 
lowance were wont to offembleand lay their Heads together, for the franung of 
fuch Ordinances as ihould be mod convenient for the government of their partic 
larCtountrte, and fecurity of their Eftates, and for rhe receivmg what waaen- 
Wife me,, m. h General Affembly of the Eftates for the whole Kingdom; as m mat- 
C^i'tefrEcclefiaftical theDeeftts of General Councils trae worn “ ^SoVlS 
na ge the Go- c h Word was) confirmed in particular Synods, although of fufficient authority 
vernment in S as /.j w h er e in the particular Shires or Provmces fuch knowing 

SS? twnftng, orfor othet^reafons the King fometimes fent down c 

tain from himfelf to confult with the Bodies of the Shires and Cities as weU Noble 
^ Ttrnoble and to convey to them fuch Ordinances or Laws as were thought 
moit fitting for them. A notable acknowledgement hereof we haveof theOmn- 

from the difficult Latin of the Abbat Bromton. 

114. Mofi dear, your Bijhops of Kent with all Kentlhire, Kari(fime> E piftopi t ui & m 8 
The form of a Thanes, Counts, and Countreymen, give thanks to you tbeir mn«Kmffic,re,7hyym } Cmites^V,l- 
S M - mojl beloved Lord, for that you were pleafed to gm-mor- 

ders concerning our Peace, and inquire and confdt concerning 
our Advantage in a matter of fuch conference to us both Rich 
and Poor. And this we have fain upon with all the diligence 

tve could, by the advice of thofe Wifemen, whom you fent to vs r ^ d ^f r ^T t fZn 
the Firtl is concerning/, our tithe, to the which we are very defirous and ready to con 

s®£?£SgsreStes 

f edleforethe Affemhly held at Fefrelham, on condition that they commit m offence 
lietr, and tofeffall their Retteries and fa,nfe your Majefij. the fourth, that 
none receive another Mans Servant without his leave, to w om * Cw - im f 0 b a vitnecintra Mansm 
he formerly * belonged, neither within nor without the Limits. mc eJar / Folgare e ji traderefe alicui v: 
As alfo that a Lord deny not a Freeman his Hlafordfocna, clientele, 
that is, his Defence or Protection, in cafe he have heen J“* t ] ' 

full to him. The fifth thing is, that he that atts contrary h tQ &ltow f g (;tt f a{e) in « «/ »>»««'“• 
this h worthy of thofe punilhments which are prefer tied in the HincetiamFolgams, poChen it [&«*«*> 

if fo le a man left Rich, and of fuch Alienee that he cannot Mj[fe 
lechaflized, enimll mt ceafe to commit Im formerOutrages, 
tint you will caufe him to be taken away and removed into Jome 

of your Kingdom, as it is faid in the Wefiem Parts, let him be what 
he will Alderman for Count) or Count reyman. The feventh, that everyone holdall 
hismen in k"own Warranty againft all Theft. If any there be that hath fo 


* Cui fritis folgmit nee infra MurC.vf- 
nee extra. Folgare eft traders fealkmv: 
Clientelam, fervire, fequh feElm, ut ch’R 

filebant ii qui Anglu dietbantur Reteiners. 
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ny men that he cannot keep them all, let him appoint an Overfeer in every of his Vil- Se£t. t 
luges , whom he can trufl, and who will.trufi his men. And in cafe this Overfeer 
dare not truft fame of his men, let thefe men find out twelve Perfons of their Kin¬ 
dred who will be fecurity for them. And in cafe the Lord or Overfeer , or any other 
infringe this Ordinance, or depart from hence , let him be thought worthy of what was 
agreed on at Greatley, except any other kind of Juftice better pleafe the. King. The 
eighth is, that what you faid concerning the working of Shields contenteth all. Our 
Lord we befeecb you of your mercifulnefs , that if we have in this matter either ex¬ 
ceeded or been defettive, you will order it to be amended, as you your felf J,hall think 
convenient. * And we are devoutly prepared for all things which you Jhall pleafe to 
command us, and which any way lie in our power to perform. 

115. Next after this follow fome other Articles, which are faid to have been 
devifed by the Biihops and Officers belonging to the Court of London, by them 
publiilied, and confirmed by the Oaths of the Ealdormen (or Counts, he terms 
them Comites) and Countreymen, or the ordinary fort of men in their Fridgild t 
Afociation, or Publick Meeting, with the addition of thofe Laws or Judgments 
which were firfi: ordained at Greatley, and afterward confirmed at Exeter and 
Theft made Thttndresfeld. All thefe Articles now agreed on tend to the prevention of Theft: by 
capita!. t he punilliment of Thieves and fuch a!s harbour or protect them. Theft is now 
confirmed to be Capital, and not onely Affiliations are allowed and incouraged 
but alfo the raifing of. publick ftocks for defraying the Charges of profeeution, 

•and the Incouragement of fuch as ihould fhew themfelves induftrious in that be¬ 
half. We cannot but here fuggeft to the Reader what Remark he ought to make 
of thele times, how the Crime of Healing, which generally indeed is taken no* 
tice moft of in all the Saxon Laws,and moft caretaken for the prevention of it, grew 
. momcommon than ever in the days of ^thelflan- the Engfijh having, as Ingul- 
phus obferves, in the days of Alfred imitated the Example of the Danes , and becaufe 
they thought the blame would ftill be laid upon the Danes given themfelves to 
Robbing: For by the ftrength and ffiarpnefs of the Remedy we may judge of the 
violence of the Difeafe. But formerly a Wrte or Were, a Fine or value of the Exmplonam. 
Head would ferve For the Puniffiment, now nothing but death it felf, to be in .wDamum- 
fli&ed both on the Malefatftours themfelves, and thofe that abetted, received, or 
, would not kill them if they met them. And whereas Gilds, Ajfociations, or So- indigenmm 
cieties were in ufe among Free People, whereby the Company in general was re- 'fff'lff* 
Iponfible for each number in particular ; the like for prevention of Theft muft be andere 
ereefted evenamongft Servants and Slaves of both Sexes, they being both con- runt. 
demned to execute one another by the cruel Deaths of (toning and burning, and 
alfo to pay Money, as it were a Fine tQ the endamaged Party, as if bound to be 
Sureties for one another.We fee what a neceflity of (hewing an Example and Preven¬ 
tion can make lawfullas to punilhments; and may hence take an account of the 
feverity of our modern Cuftoms in particular Towns, and of the Publick Laws 
agaiilft Theft and Robbing. If we in England be more fevere againft Thieves than 
in other Countries, and make fmaller Offences Capital, it is becaufe our Legifla- 
tours faw the great pronenels of the Natives to this Crime, and in their Judgments 
this way of punilliment feemed more terrible than any other, (and perhaps more 
'■than later Ages have found it) and confequently the belt way for prevention. 

Yet cannot 1 fee why, of thofe two U 1 .qualities which are aferibed to Iflanders, 
from the condition of their Habitation, inclination to Theft Ihould be as proper and 
’ Connatural as Inconftancy. - > 

EJmu»J the _ i id. The next LegiflatoUr after v&thelflan was King Edmund his Brother and 
next^gifla- immediate Sucteflour both in the Kingdom and in the pra&ice of making Laws. 

We,are told that in the foleinn Feaftof^^rCbut not inwfiat year) heheld agreat 
Council at London, as well of Eccfefiaftfe&s as Seculars, where was prefent Oda and 
Wvljlan the Archbjihops with many other Biihops to confult for the good of their 
own Souls, and of thofe that were under their care and Government. At this Coun¬ 
cil were ena&ed feveral Laws, which being fiix in number are df Ecclefiaftical Con¬ 
cernment, and amongft fuch matters muft be remembred. Thefeare found bothin 
the Saxon Copy publilhed by Lombard\ and in the Latin of Bromton; but in Brom- 
toh’s Book follow feven others of Civil Concernment, faid to have been made by 
the King, his Biihops, and Wifemen at Cutinton, which are riot extant in the Saxon 
Edition.The firfi of thefe requires an Oath of Fidelity to King Edmund to be taken by all, 
in like manner as a Man ought to be faithfullto his Lord without allcontroverfie or fediti- 
on both in publick and in private,in loving what he Jhall love,and rejetting what he Jhdll re- 
jettfind before the Oath be given, that no nian conceal this matter no more in his Brother or 

Neighbour 
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w> ,» Neighbour than inn Stranger. The fecond concerning upprehtnfm of Thims m- 
Scuti s That if it be known for certain where a Thief is, the Twelfhindi and Twif- 

hindi 'unite together andtake him either alive or dead. In cafe any one take up Mor¬ 
tal Feud againft any one of them for fo doing he is to he efteemed as the Enemy of 
the Kingand all his Friends. And if any refufe to afjift tn the aypprehenjion he jhal 
forfeit to the King an hundred and twenty Shillings, and to the Hundred, thirty Shil¬ 
lings The third, as feveral before, forbids the receiving of another man s Servant 3. 
that 'hath injured any man till he have done the injured party right on pain of making 
amends himfelf Thefourth enjoyns That if feveral Thieves do fteal the Eldeft 4 . 

of them he taken and killed or hanged, and each of the reft beaten thnce. Racked, 

Ll for an Example have his Little Finger cut of. The Re buying or 5. 

receiving of ftrange Cattel , without the Teftimony of the Chief Officer 
Ordealecr the Portreeve. The fixth injoyns the projection or fearch of Cattel from 6. 

place to place. He with whom they are found fall reftore theBeaftandpayto the 
King an hundred and twenty Shillings , which fine he Jhall alfo incur that reftfts and 
refufeth to doe right. The feventh and laft requires, That every perfon make his 7 - 

Servants and all that live in his Peace and hts Lands to be trufted. That allfuch as 

have iU Names and be loaded with Accufations have fecunty given for them And 
what foever Officer, Thane ,, Alderman,, or Countreyman he be that refufeth to doe ac¬ 
cordingly fall forfeit an hundred and twenty Shillings , and farther, be thought worthy 
of fuch punijhments as have been before.mentioned. . 

1x7. After thefe follow feven other Laws of King Edmund, which are found 
both in the Copies of Bromton and of Lombard. Before them we find a Preface 
wherein the King fignifies to all his Subjects, both old and young, that he had 
molt ftudioufly inquired in a folemn Aflembly both of Ecclefiailicks and Laicks, 
by what means Chriftian Faith might belt be propagated. And that it feemed 
moll convenient to them all thatjie lhould cherifh and procure love and mutual 
friendlhip through all his Dominions. For they were much troubled at the unjuft 
Contentions that were among them, and therefore he and they did ordain. Firft, 

That if hereafter one man kill another, that, he alone take up Deadly Feud or Enmity ^ I ■ 
with the Kindred of the Jlain, unlefs within twelve Months, l 

Kindred , he pay the Weregtld or value of the Jlain mans Head, of what condition fo c r 
ever he was! In cafe his Kinsfolks forfake him, and will pay nothing for him, he 
alone Jhall bear the Quarrel, and they fall not be taken for Enemies &}*?**£ 
meantime fhall.not relieve him, nor have peace with him 

they Jhall forfeit all they have to the King, and he that firft forfook his Kinfman 
Jhall be taken as an Enemy by the Kindred of the Jlain and bear 
them And if any Jhall revenge himfelf upon or profecute any other of the Kindred 
befide the Killer himfelf, he Jhall forfeit ali ke hath, and be 

taken as an Enemy both by the King and all that love him. Pe'Son rtionokn- 

The fecond denounces. That ifamanflteto a Church or the J£S~lseth» 

Kings * Town, and there my one fit upon him or doe him any cvninOTbuiih 7 ' Aped fiml. 
hart be flail he purified in the fame manner. By the third m,,n 7 l 

the King exprefly forbids that any Fyhtwite or Manbote, that . j^ne buph. 

is any fine for Fighting or Killing be remitted. By the c S ax. Be pyhcp^e “J man : 

fourth/* openly fignifies, that his Houfe Jhall afford nojhel- bote. >»</. c. iii. 

jh^FaTwafcommittedf. liy* tHe ^{thbe' gives hearty thanks Samrntoaxml 

to God and.them all who had ajflfled him in makingthis Law of m**- C V ' J ’ 

Feacefor the rejlrainingof Thieves,andhetrufts that fheymll J°™‘- 
be the more ready for the time to come to ajftft him by how much 

more .neceffarj they fee the Law is to be obferved. The fixth C 6 , 1 

inioyns. That he that breaks the Peace, and fets upon a man ham r ocne. C. Vl. Afua j 
in his own Houfe, forfeit all he hath, and his life be at the 

Thfseventh and laft of thefe Laws is concerning 
declaring that it's the duty oj Wifemen to fupprefs them, and C. 7. Saxon. 

after this manner. Firft, as the Law is every where a Medtatour is to kjeaje i 
fore to the Kindred of theftainman, who is tofigmfie to them that CW 

him willmake fatisfaflion, then into the Hands of this Medlatour * £ Jornl 

be delivered, that he may quietly appear and give Caution for the Jaymf of the ™, 
he of the dead man’s'Head •, which as foonas he hath done, the Kings Peace isto 
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made betwixt them. One and twenty days ended let him pay Halsfage, (as the Abbat Scdt r 2 

Bromton hath it) or as the Saxon Text Healsfange, that is (asMr. Lambard rightly %^-y-s* ’ 

interprets it, that which was paid in way of Commutation for the punifhment of tying 

by the Neck to the King Or Lord. Within one and twenty days after (or Nights as the 

Text hath it) let him pay Maubot or Money for the Servants death due to the Lord 

as we have, formerly explain’d it; and within one an J twenty more the Weregild or 

value of the Jlain Parties Head, as Bromton hath it, or, 

, rather as the Saxon Text, the firft portion of the Payment. pepep J ppumplb pn U m 

As for thefe Capital Enmities or Deadly Feuds the Reader aHtem ftgnificat prhmpium, origmm, 
niuft underftarid they were ordinary among the Germans 5‘lb »t antea. ’ 

and Barbarous Northern Nations, who ordinarily maintain¬ 
ed private Quarrels by their whole Kindred, thereby rendring their Fewds as it 
were Patrimonial and Hereditary. So Tacitus writes concerning the Germans 
that they were conftra'tned to take up the Quarrels and Friend -' 

Jhips of their Fathers and Kinfmen. _ There was neceflity of Sufeipere um inimidtm, fi u tatris. 
it, Murthers and Homicides not being cenfured by the Sen- f ro f int l ui » i Mm micitias mceffe 

tence of the Judge, but, as one exprelfeth, by the hands and ‘ J Vide La m bardi.Gbjr ar . in W c. 
fury of the Kindred ol the flain, who in punilhing uled le *inimititi*. r 

their own Methods and Meafures as they lifted. The cu- spelman.invoc.Faida. 
ftome as the Northern People uled in their own Countries * 

when tranfplanted into more Southern Soils they would not leave off no more 
than feveral others, no not when their Principles lhould have been bettered by 
Chriftianity. But whatever Princes or Laws could doe, thofe Enmities they ftill 
maintained, fo that Legifiatours by degrees could fcarcely get ground upon them 
not daring to forbid the whole bufinefs,but regulating it as we fee King Edmund doth 
by thefe two Laws, in the one preferring the manner of carrying on thefe Dead¬ 
ly Quarrels, in the other the method of compounding them. Amongft the Salique 
Laws alfo, thofe of the Lombards, Franks, and other Obfolete Conftitutions as 
well as in the Capitula of Charles and Ludovic, are there : 

many Laws concerning this Subjed. The Capitulary of A Sax. pah & habe, junm&m 
Charles the Great calls this Enmity Faida, in German it’s hode & hood, Gem. heyd, heir, 
Fbede and Feido, which feem to be derived from no other *J ac > ( m vocum tyminatione ut 
than the Saxon pah, now in Englijh Foe, otherwife an Enemy. mo ” uimt *s conditimm vel qua- 
Our Saxon Anceftours termed it pe>h from the lame Origi- lltatemdemtat - 
nal, and hence we may well derive the prefent word Fewd, 
and give thefe the Name of Deadly Fewds. Mr. Lambard was of opinion that to 
thefe Deadly Fewds fucceeded that Adion in Law granted to the next akin to 
the Party flain, called Appeal de mort. But the cruel Cuftome of the Fewds thtm- 
felves continued till the Norman times and longer, as appears by that * Law of King 
Edward the Corfeffour, revifed and confirmed both by William the Conguerour , and 
by Henry the fecond, as Hoveden tells us. * n 

C.. II. Pa- 
rentibus oc- 

. sje 


119. Befides thefe Laws before mentioned, there is a certain Conftitution aferi- 
The ninn w thls fai P e f in S Fdmund, by Bromton , concerning the manner and Rites of 
and Rites of ^ ar f ia 8 e ’ The fame was found by Sir Henry Spelman, in Saxon, in a Book be- 
barrage, longing to Corpus Chrifti College in Cambridge, joyned to the Laws of King Alfred 
but in the Margent is noted, by fome oblerver, that the fame conftitution was" 
found amongft the Laws of King Edmund, as Bromton the 
Abbat of Jerval hath it. The Tenour of it is thus. 1 .If ■ Spelman. Condi, p. 415, 

ZJTlfi. ? T°"j f‘T V W T“ C M man raton r ccal •, 

1,1 T and her fruap am fiat mg, the Bridegroom hpylce f ojK P a|i6e Jiitpashon to 

both by the Law of God and Man ought to give caution for beon 7 
the fulfilling of what Covenants made before, as alfo that his -I 0 ™ 1, in lcg ' Edm “ndi & Whelccui in 
purpoje is, and his defire to have her . as a Wife,' according to ^ Saxe ~ 

the law of God, and no otherwife, and for this his friends muft Saxmicam autem verfionm inter- 
alfo ingage. z. The fecond thing muft be to take care of their .^ u , oJ momit 

maintenance, and it muft be known who Jhall maintain them, Jlitutionm”»im ban™SvlLlmo Edi- 
ana for this, both the Bridegroom and his friends muft in- mmerratitvmhinquimtamebferviwit. 

S f gage. 
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1 /,? iy/^ give bis Bride, befides that which fie f y gymunj; Nuptiw. Bridegroom iwm 

choice of with his good liking in cafe fie overlive him. + iulmm BriJtgum, 

c Be the1 fo agree, it's ft fie have the one half of all hi fi /cj( s jm # ^ ftm!a 
t'Lraid if they have a child betwixt them, the whole avu , M „ p „ nm , Tle 

W* *• What theBn t Bride’sGroom, *, «*«)* *. 

fZ ITPwie* Mr h ] * mt ' 

him carefully obferve it, and his friends engage on his bda^ 

6 . If they he now agreed on all tb j”&? ^ et J f ** l y r honefly, and then let can* 

Bride contrail her to him as aW d e i an & L a f iermr ds her Husband cam 

tion be given for celebration of the Marriage, y. If ^terwards ^ ^ 

her out of the territory of the thane or Baro ”™*l™j° s that L Jhall receive 
fir ill of another thane, let caution be given ^ let her friends be 

injury from no Man . And in cafe fheh ft nj have not w herewith to doe it. 
ready to make fatisfallion to her Hus » J J , ^ w y 0 0 f right, with 

sZ the lending of her in Montage •»*** of J Felicity, 

the Biffing of God, fiall f remote th j‘t £ yj t y, fare be no Impede- 

«*«* •i&nssias-t**' 

Endowing. Margen t fets this Note; theancient form */ overlived her Husband, 

Cuftome amongft the Engltfh Saxons j for th th ^ who ie till fuch 
to have half hisEftate and in he Interprets the .to# words, W^n* 

time asiflieMany anotherthat (he overlive him. BotfrWW 
Quod fyuidem‘•venial; Ifitfi c t PJ ^ rf Jr _ Hmy , Inter- ££**,*, 

Mr. Somner who hath difcovered othe the King thinks it juft that 0 fs avdkini 

prets the words, IrThif Endowing, being that:CW<. 

Ate have the half if <he aU,1 n ZX acc 0 rdin R to this bed Interpretation of 
which they call Dotanum or Don,ar ’ c c butfoaswas thought fit, 

thewords, wasnot then ^eflary, or by c °mpm^ , . fl hisGlof r ary> 

if it was fo agreed brfore the^rmge^ tewte« ^ ^ Article> byour 

S ArJrftoro (Is in that Article) termed roftfeun, A w ^ . ( ^ d 
hi. own Interpretation of the other words feems to con , ia unJt boJUmm mflrm u 
f t Wm For that maintenance or Fofierlcan hath rela- Folte <Mean«i**. 

5s,ttKassffiSSfw - 

l 1 o?LT h unce tS V and according as he himfelf will have it, to agreement. 

— - 

to onejbecaufe it was a gift doth donau. 

Bride, that mormngti^wor ordinary * ub. 9 . c. io. wjt. Tam in top* 

l G r gory iZt thin se efl - inM5r ^ 

wtCfride, as an efpecial mark of fo^ffidty with the Engltfh Cu- 

.vour. Some thrnk it t° ^ PO ^ th term it whereby 

ftome of lowing or to } entertl i church to beMar-^* 

S Cn- 

(loms of the Romans, widi whom, . P^P & l Qt % QQt to give the ir Wives any 

Husband receiveth with his Wrf. ^ wort i whereby to exprefs fuch a Gift 

thing back, and therefore have carefol j y j n t heir Laws forbidden) 


In leg. Canuti. c. 71. 

OQopSan ppe matutimm donum 


the Husband (Dower) Vctrhe^moft 


(n) Vocatur etiam Doarium D&n* 
Dotalitium. 


(b) Dotem non uxor rnrito, fid si 
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Anciently as they had (c) words to exprefs both Portion vocmTm- 

and Dower, were wont thus alfo to provide for their Wives. wro « dicmut, im»i s . 

Homer feigns Vulcan, to have endowed Venus , arid to have ***' Um ® v<aiSoKn - 
demanded back the Dower after that Jhe was taken in Adultery with Mars • and 
in like manner, Claudian feigns the fame thing to have been done by Pluto to 
Proferpina. For the Galls, Ciefar^ teftifies that the Husband was wont to return Lib. 6. de hu 
the value of what he received in Portion with his Wife. Strabo writes of the lo Gallico - 
Cantabrians in Spain, that they alfo Endowed their Wives, and left their Daugh- Geogr ^ L L 3> 
ters their Heirs, which thing he diflikes, as giving Women power over Men. To 
be fure the teutonick and Northern Nations, pradtifed this courfe, as is evident 
How much o 6reg0 P of f mr , s ' concerning the Franks in Gall, and concerning the Goths, wjU. 9 . e . 2o . 
was affigned S f axum and Lombards, their feveral Laws. In fome places half the Lands, and Vidspcim™. 
for Dover, lome a third part Went in Dower, and in others Money. In other places it was Gl °JJar.invoc. 
left to the difcretion of the Man to give what he pleafed. The Engltfh and Scots Domum ‘ 
have in later Ages, after the Falhionof the Sicilians , alotted the third Part- 
though Kent and fome Boroughs, one half part, as alfo fome Towns in France. 

But this Cuftome hath farther to plead for it, that it had the Hebrews alfo for its 
practifers, as appears from that place which faith, a Man Jhall Endow a Woman, Exol 20. is 
and take her for hu Wife. And Sichem being begging to Marry Dina, bids them ask Gen. 34. 12. * 
what Dower they would, and he would grant it. 

in. So much is fit to be pleaded for our Cuftome, and in favour of the 
other Sex againft the Romans who yet were fojuft, as when they put away 
their Wives, bid them take what they brought along with them . which words were Suas nbi „ 
ufed exprefty, tofignifie a Divorce. Our Englijh Saxon Anceftours were both h«J%f 
carefull tor the main Chance, not to have nothing with their Wives, becaufe^”^ 
meat cannot be bought in the Market without Money, and yet were both fo 
jultand kind as to provide for their Wives by way of Dowry when they Mar¬ 
ried, that they might be able to Live when they were Dead, and were con¬ 
tent to be bound up for performance, and not to be left to their own difcre- 
Th e Settle they would doe after Marriage, or at their Deaths. By King Ed- 

have ft“thor «re on one fide, and that they W ae 
wives. not heedlefs on the other appears by an ancient Saxon Monument, or a Tripar¬ 
tite Writing concerning a Marriage made in the Days of KingCw^, which 
here for Illuftration of this Subjed we fhall Exemplify as 
we have it publiihed by Mr. Sumner. Here appeareth in 1 l ,. 

this Writing the Agreement that Godwin made with Byrh- I"^ an |' Fn ' M 

me when he Weed his Daughter. That is,ftjlhe fives ad tdLfflt 

her one pound weight of Gold on condition that Jhe Jland to ra 11- f 196. P 

the Agreement, and he giveth her thefe Lands at Strete, 
with all that thereto appertained, and in Burware Marjh one hundred and fifty 
Acres; mthall, thirty Oxen, twenty Cm, ten Herfes, and ten Theewmen or ILl 

X S ril“P Ud te ftre King Cnute, in the prefence of Li- 

vine the Archbtjhop, as alfo tn the Covents at Chrift Church, of M fmere the 
Abbat, the Covents at St. AuguftinV; of A thelwin the Sheriff, Sired the Elder, 

Godwin, Wulfey j Son; Eadmer at Burham,- Godwine, WulftanV Son - and 
Charies, Offings Servant. And when this Maid was fetch’d to Brightling,' then 
went off all thefe for Sureties, ^l gar , the Son of S ired Frerth, Priejl | fo!c- 
lfon; Leofwine Pmfiof Dover; Wulfey a Priejl ; Eadred the Son of E^delm. 

Leofwme ^ Son of Warelm j Cenwold Ruft - Leofwine, Godwin’s^ at Hor! 
ton - Leofwine^ Red; Goethe Sonof Eadgife, and Leofsun his Brother 
And which of them longefl lived fbaUhave all the Poffeffions, afwell that Land 
which I give them, as every ding. This ding is known to 

all Doughty, or Valiant Men in Kent,- and in Suflex bod * Di rra Junga i T zeenzve 

Thanes and Charles, or Countreymen. And this Writing fcohtig man on Ka;nc &c ^ * 

is Tripartite, one is at Chrift Church, a fecond at St. A u- ’ 

ri’i • md tb L th "t hath K rhtric bim f d f- See here the manner of Marriage 
Z m tCfS th6 T ¥°? gxns in thofe ancient Times - ^ke notfe 

t aS r 5 ' a alon S by the Laws how cautious they were in all 

f fit To f rSum y H^ nfa6tin S an y 1 thing but by the Intervention of Suretylhip! 

113. To return, The next Legiflatour after Edmund, was KmzEdzar his Son 

die var^DCGCCLIOCv" ^ °i ° W Lord DCCCCLIX S aXdedh S 

the year DCCCCLXXV. He amongft many Laws and Canons of Ecclefiaftical 
Concernment, publiihed alfo fome which refpe&ed the Civil State of his King¬ 
dom; or, as he terms it, to the People, to be obferved by them, whereof this is 

the 
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^^TTdTfirft, And for p^'S. he£«P“j- 

benefit of the Law, and have Jultice none ‘ accommo datcd to Divine ““' 5'; 

“ would have them fo moderated, to i era ble unto lien. The fecond forbids e yr J^ 

« Clemency, they may be the m t ^ c an no t otherwife be obtained. If Jamal'.' 

“ Appeals to the Sui “’ b J ak g himfelf to the King for relief. And in c. a. Sax. 

“ a Man be opprefled, he may. f , f - t mu ft n ot exceed the va- Be ^onne 

“ cafe a pecuniary Muld ^mnofes a Muld upon a Judge that paf-^e mon 

“ lue of the Mans Head. The thir p hundred and twenty Uiilhngs c > n S je 

“ fes an unjuft Sentence againft any - » q ^ that he did it not out of Be 

“ to the King, except fuch Judge: wdl in fuch cafe*^’ 

“ any malice, but onely it happen ya_ eeanobta i n favour of the King a L j 0 
“ let him be removed frornhis place, except nee ^ ^ ^ ^ 

“ to keep it: and let the Bdhop the 1 ^ fourth or dains, that Whofo-Be unjuh- 

“ impofed ,. u P on n hl ? f t0 th ®^,f er Man whereby he receives any damage ei-tum Dome. 

“ ever malitioufly defames another > p e rfon can wipe off thole Re- c - 8 - f utl - 

“ (her in lift Body or_EtoK, ^ Tongue ihaU either be cut out, or 

“ re n" Jim it wTth^ the value of his Head. The fifth is that which we BeV™ ?c 
he fhali redeem it witn tn , y one t0 he prefent at the Ge- mo n oleji- 

“ have formerly cited, whi d # Qrdains t h at the Burhgemote or Mem- ne F op r ec- 

‘ mote or Membly of the Hu » . and the Shiregemote or Meet- gat. c 9 . *. 

“ bly of the Towns or Cities be heldthnceayeara h b mop and fa pud Jamal. 

“ ing of the County twice; whereatare to be prde^ C., ** 

“ Ealdorman, the one , t0 r teac J Man find P fureties for his juft behaviour. In cafe ^ m 5 ^ mo ' 

“ The fixth tequu^, th^Every M ktthe Sureties undergoei what fhould ap ij mi f 

any one commit a crime and^y ^ thin g an d be taken within a c. 6. j**. 
have been laid upon him. If f h n ft y nd th * n let them receive back Be boji- 
“ twelvemonth, let him be broug J feventh orders, When any one sum. <•. ir. 

“ what they had forfetted on hB behalfi Tte ' him felf fo/m the ‘^ 3 ™’- 

“ being of evil report and again accufra ot tome omie, au h e dwells, £ 7-. 

“ Gemotes or Publick Meeting, ha!° if they cannot gen *5“* 

“ and take Sureties for a PPj? ra >££ andteze on all’his Eftate, whereof 
“ them, let them take him alive or u«u, , fafie him> i ett he one * J 

“ the complaining Party haying had fuch lime asjayiat .5 , ^ 

“ half of the remainder go bebfehher a Kin to him, or a Stran- 

“ Hundred. And if any of tha > in exeC ution, let him forfeit an 

« ger to his Bloud, refofe to 8° “> P* 1 ' Farthest not fuch as are taken 
“ hundred and twent) flullmgs S , . Mafters obtain pardon of their 

“ in the manner of fteahng or he Y 8 , j ^ Money be cur- C. 8. Sax. 

“ Lives. The eighth and lail ordams, that One and the lame^i ^y m j ne . 

: SM^of ^X S "Srd 1 ndthat a Way, or Weighof-^ 

» St" Youngs Son, ^ 

the year MXVI. Abtet °f farv^ei^ ^ diversplaces> ^ 

dies of Laws of this King, m . Laws, publilhed by Lamlard. 

of there is ondy two extant fi T B S d are fix, and faid to have been made at 
The Laws comprized in the y J,f tbe Englijb, in a Council of fiv pube 

Woodfiock in Mercia, , according to ^ romorion of Peace. The firft of r«<?ce on 

Wifemen, held there by King Ethelred for the Promotion oi ^ ^ cpy pcena 

“ Man right in cafe he be quefti • d Ordeal. But in cafe fuch an one s Be bop- 

“ let him undergoe the fcrutiny of^hr . . bro ken his Oath, nor been ^ U m. c. i a- 

“ Lord contend, and affirm that he ha Councl [ held at Bromdune , letj»«rf J"»» L 
“ caft by the Jugement of O^Hu^ed ^ wh o together 

« his Lord call to him out of that Hu Servant neither ever forfwore 

« with him lhall confirm b y ^ath t aGC0Un t of Theft, except he have 

“ himfelf, nor paid never any thing p . without Swearing. 

“ fome Officer, who (according to I s Right; may; he vvllI under - 

:: 

: r n “ 5«y Accufed ^undergoe the trysl of„t^d 
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‘y OrdeaJ : and if fo be that he appears a Condemned Man, let him refe-“ 

twolold to die Complainant, and pay the value of his Head to the Lord 
and find Sureties for his. good behaviour for the time to come if he offend’ 

“ *| ie £ co ,nd time, let it coil: him his Life. In cafe he refufe to be Tryed bv 
the Ordeal, and fly for it, his Sureties fliall pay the juft value of the thing 
to the Injured Party, and to his Lord the value of Ills Head, if he have fo 
earned himfelf as to be worthy of it. But if it be obje&ed againft his Lord 
that after the Fatft, committed by his advice and afliflence, his Servant fled’ 
away, he fhall take to him five Thanes, and thereof purge himfelf - whHi 
if he doe, he liadi fhewn himfelf to be worthy of the Were , if he doe not 
the King fhall have the Were or value of the Head, and the Thief fliall be 
made incapable of any benefit of the Law. The Lord lhall anfvver for his 
whole Family, and be Surety for the appearance of every perfon in it And 
if any of his Servants being accufed, run away, his Mafter fliall pay his 
Man s Were to the King. And if the Mafter be Accufed as the Advizer to 
the efcape, he fhall purge himfelfby the afliflence of five thanes. If he doe 
it not, he fliall pay to the King his Were ; and his Man lhall be an Out- 
“ law. 


« \ 1 *' r i G J e i on $ Appropriates the mulft which is laid upon any Man C. a. s *x. 
u Bocklcmd\ for any fault by him committed, to the King ; and ^ md 

cc 1 “ . any com P e nfation to be made for any Accufation, but in oreieace or 7 r +nal. 

« Re ^ V ! OScar. The third ordains, that A Bond-man being C,. 

« f • h l n he , 0r , dea1 ’ be Wlth aQ hot Iron for the firft offence, and Be %*>?■ 

u being Caft the fecond time in the fame manner, by all means to be put to men ^ F uII 
Death; which Law beats fomerefemblance to our prefent Law or Cuf- ly,, l e ; C -S- 
« ? m A wl ?f r ® Cler § y f^wed for the firft crime committed. The fourth T A j T aL 
Forbids all Buying and Chaffering without Suretyihip and Witnefs: If it hap- £ 
pen otherwife, the Lord of the Soil is to have the thing in his cuftody tSlraon ^ce 
,, as I( *l pear - to J ho , m of Right it belongs. By the fifth. The a r . S ebuton 

« Mop Reeve or Officer ts obliged to require Sureties for the good behaviour Sepcnerre. 
cc • l 1 - as ar f d ^ ame ai P on gft all Men , which if fuch an one do not 1 , 4 - “pud 
give he is to be put to Death, and Buried in a profane place with Malefac- J orm ^ 
tours. And if any make refiftence in Ills behalf, he is to undergoe the fame £ 5 * ** 
pumfhment. The lixth, after Brompton, but which hath neither Title nor 
Number in the Saxon, concludes it thus. “ And whofoever negleds or doth Sl um Slr' 

« n f pr01 S 0t rf? c • haVG ,° rd T e a’ a ^ Cordin S t0 the Sentence a ndJudgment unX 
of us all, fhall forfeit an hundred and twenty fliillings to the King. ry.c.I a- 

116. The next’Body of Laws made by King Ethelred\ as Brompton ranks J°rnal. 

them, are faid to have been made at Venetyng, or Wanting, now Wantage ia 6 - 

Berk/htre, the Birth place of the glorious King Alfred. They are thirty in 
number, and were made by King [ Ethelred and his Wifemen for the encreafe 
of Peace and Felicity. The firft oi them is concerning the jK eeping of the King's 
Peace as ,t was in the days of his Predecefours, and for the punijhment of The 
Breach of tt, as that in a Gemote of five Boroughs , with the forfeiture offive pounds 
tn one Borough by feven hundred (JhiUings are meant) in a Wapentack by one 
hundred ; and in an Ale-houfe if a man be killed , with fix half Marks ; if he be 
Ale and Ale ** ^ **{ twelve 9 ™' t Hence efpecialiy from the Laws of Inf) we 

houfcj among ^ h °w .ancient the Liquour of Ale, and Houfes defigned to the fale 

ihe EngUjb and drinking of it have been in England • how ancient alfo Quarreling and 
breaking of the Peace in fuch places. But much more ancient have all thefe 
been than the continuance of the Englifh Saxons in this Countrey • they were 
too much in faihion with thefe Northern Nations in thofe Days of Tacitus as 
appears from what he writes of the Germans; fo that what Mr. Cambden writes 
m his Annals, of Drunkennefs being firft brought into this Countrey by the 
Souldiers that ferved in the Low Countries under the Earl of Leicelter , and 
that then La\v s were firft made againft this Vice, is to be underftood with an 
exception of this Antiquity, for when the Englijh Saxons came firft into the 
Ifland, they brought Drunkennefs along with them out of the Cherfonefas of 
Germany. For of the ancient Germans Tacitus reports, that “ To pafs a day 
K , nj 8.b t Drinking was no difgrace at all. Being Drunk they .would q uar- 
„ and °}f n wound and kfll one another. Yet moft commonly (faith hej 
« tbe y con “ii t f n . tbeir pea ^ s an( l Banquets concerning Reconciling of Enemies. 

« maIan S Affinities , chufing Magiftrates, even of Peace and War : as if at no 
- ot her time the mind was fitter either to entertain plain thoughts or heat upon 

< great 
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ssv.»“s™» 

smsi.t^u£%x tap** “ is, 

quarrels, and « “ ^°"VL ^r toS Towm“d Cities, the Scene of 

£K5^^|^ B , ssn*'!tf , 6£'S 

SSS5S£wfesfe»«t=5 

according t icq j j . * »ru rm ~ certainly cannot bo explained. The 
f r r The third i. ««r, hLm „r Wa- C 

fourth commands that) «■ tmhimn officeCoM- 
pentake, and that ml U together with their Praepofitus or 

tl0n C 45 Lambards , y ^ things that they will neither condemn an 

Qvcrfitr, filar over GofteU or See,red e* ^ ^ ^ as other Grcumftan . 

innocent Perf on, nor acquit a guilty. . t i lat we now call a Jury was 

t^msm 

i nd ? C tfLtlthe pUs Thanes or Minifters ,, W fo purge himjelffrom all 
f^rinn J Thel(ke h is hen ordered to he obferved in allfuits, exceeding four Man- 

^2 e thc 

S -y %IS£%^£ 5 SSL of tSfanlthe•»** 

the Davs of Ethelred, and the Conclufion of the Englifk Saxon Monarchy. A? 
mnncrft\he ancient Charters of Kings publilhed by Ingulphus, are alfo Footfteps 

'felo ViSahKiT few];™ f ,;1 

fworn, fo “^.2S*eUtetorSy^S»a«o the Monaftery, are » 

fttSaaS u Da^« fuftaini which are to be taxed by theOaths ,. s,s., 

Therefore ndtherdd EdwardibecJfifiur firft bring up this CuftomeofJurtK, 

S&isi'asiisStr?s 5 ** 

and where me Cuftome of Fees took place, as appears fufficiently from theanci- 

“^^TheUws^Ttog Ethelred made at Wantage , have many of them.rela- 
• fn * t he Trial by Ordeal and contain many obicure terms, Bromton ,or whoever 
tion to the Trial Dy , unprofitable Tranflatour. Others 

ofttem ie “ervaSem S Ser Laws, Id therefore we fall onely pick 
ol tnem are , yT ir ,u as are moft worthy to be taken notice or. 

The Eleventh^akes The adulterating of Coin a Capital Crime. The twelfth For- 1 1. 
bids am ^el to be hought but with two Witness ,, requiring that the Skin and lXm 
Head^bekept three Nights, as alfo that of a/keep; and m cafe any one fell the* 
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Skin before three Nights be over i he is to forfeit twenty Ores. The twentieth De- j 2 . 
dares how jar the Kings Peace fhall extend from his Gate every way, that is three 
Miles and three Quarters , and three Acres in breadth , nine Feet and nine Barley zo. 
Corns. The two and twentieth directs that AldredefgateandCirgelegate (fo they zz. 

are called 3 have their Keepers or Porters, The twenty third declares, that if z\. 

a fmall Veffel came to Bilynggefgate, an half Penny was wont to be given for told, 
if a greater bearing fails, a Penny. If a Keel or Hulk\ being a long and large capacious 
Jort of Veffel, four Pence are to be given. Out of a jhip loden with wood one Piece 
for Poll. Thrice a Week toll of bread is to be paid , viz. on the Lord's Day , Tuef- 
' day and Thurfday. If a Boat arrive with Fifh, it is to pay an half penny , if it 
be a bigger Boat a penny. Thofe of Rouen in Normandy, that came with Wine or 
Grampois , thofe of Flanders and Ponthieu, and others from Normandy and France, 
were wont to open their wares and free them from Toll. Such as came from Liege 
and other Places, travelling by Land opened their wares and paid Toll. The Em- 
perours men coming with their fhips were accounted worthy of good Laws, as we 
alfo to buy in their jhips. And it was not lawfull for them to forefiall the Market 
from the Burghers of London. They were to pay Toll, and at Chriftmas two gray 
Cloths, and one brown coloured with ten Pounds of Pepper, andfive pair of Gloves with 
two Veffels of Vinegar, and as many at Eafter. From Panniers that come with Hens, 
one Hen for Toll. Thofe that trade in Butter and Cheefe fourteen days before 
Chriftmas, mufi pay a penny for Toll, and another penny feven days after that Fefti- 
val. The twenty fixth Impofes the fame Punifhment upon fuch as wittingly receive, z 6, 

as they that make bad money. The twenty eighth Puts it into the Kings Power zS, 

whether to fine, or put to death fuch Merchants as import counterfeit bad money , 
and impofeth upon-Portreeves that fhall beacceffory, the fame Punijhment as lies upon 
thofe that Coinfalfe money, except the King think fit to par¬ 
don them. The laft, That there may be fewer Minters than Vnum mmmum in Stanford in per. 
formerly, ordains that there he three in every area! Tort % 

Town, and in every other Port one with their underworkmen. guTph. p. 884. 

And the Governors of thefe Ports are required , as they 
will avoid the charge of Contumacy againft the King, to fee to the weight, and that 
■ the pieces befo fiampt, that fifteen Ores may make a Pound. 

The League I2 ,p. After thefe Laws in Bromton follows the League, which was made be- 
SSSfSe' twixt King Ethelred and the Army of Anlaf, juftin, and Guthmund the Son of 
Danifh Army. Stegete. The firft Article hereof, Eftablijheth a Peace betwixt the King and his C. i. Sax. 

People, and this Army which the King fupplied with money , according to the Form of C. 1. apj 
the Agreement, made by Sigeric the Archbijhop, and Aithelward and Alfric Alder- JomaL 
man, when they obtained firjt of the King leave to buy the peace of thofe Countries, 
which they governed. If therefore hereafter any violence be offered to England by 
Sea , this Army , faith the King, is to ajjift us, and we will prepare all neceffaries 
for its fubfiftence , as long as it fhall continue faitbfull. And if fo be that"any Fo¬ 
reign Nation make Friendjbip with them that doe the faid violence, both we 
and the Army fhall account of them as Enemies. The 

Second Article, Gives freedom to come into Port though C. z. Sax. Be ceapj-cypum; 

belonging to the Enemy, whether driven thither by Tempeft or Q ufudjornal. 
otherwije . The third, To all their Friends and Allies con- ^ Sax -. Be^Saq- cynmger 

firms Peace and Security both at Sea and Land, though they mannum 7 C. 3. apud Jor- 
le met in an Enemies Countrey. In cafe fuch a Friend con¬ 
vey his Goods into an Enemies Houfe , he Jhall lofe the Goods, but go free 
himfelf. But if he. either five or make refifience, or do not make known 
himfelf and be Jlain, no fatisf aftion is to be made for him. 

The fourth requires that If a man be robbed in a jhip the C. 4. Saxon.. Be Son Vernon 

, Mafier thereof is to make fatisfattion, or by four others ta- jxipe bepeapob jry 7 C. 4. apud 

ken to him make faith that he came lawfully to the.Goods that Jornal. 
are challenged. The next Article impofes a Mulll of twenty G> 5 - Saxonic. Be rnonjlege 7 

five pounds upon a free Englilhman, that kills, a Dan Q of free c ' 6 - a ? ud J ornal - 

Condition, except the Murtherer yield up himfelf: the fame forfeiture a Dane incurs 
■if he flay an Englilhman. If an Englilhman kill a Dane offervile condition he fhall' 
pay one pound, and the like a Dane if he kill an Englilh man. Iffo be that eight Per- 
fons be Jlain, the League fhall be accounted violated, but if under this Number, Com- 
penfation fhall be made according to the value of the particular Perfons. 

130. If this happen in a Town the Townfmen are to take c 6 Sax Be ^ lJrbpec bjnnan 
the Mttrtherers alive or dead, at leafl their next Kinfman is bypi^ 7. C. 8. apud Jornal. 
to fur render them Man for Man , which if they refufe to doe , 1 


the 
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cJx. the Ealdoman mufl doe it, if he doe it not the King • z/ the King refufe, 
that Countrey mufl he accounted out of the League. The 

Seventh Article, indemnifies hoth fides, for all Murthers C. q. Saxon. C. 8. apud J 6r „ , 
Plunderings before this League. The or.e fide is not to 
receive the Servant, Robbers or Enemies of the other. That 

Which follows Condemns a Countreyman , that [hall plunder or G 'i.Saxontc. Beiantep mann; r 
kill , z/ it be affirmed by a Seaman and a Land man. If he c y hce 7 c - 9 - "f . 
kill their Cattel, he fhall betaken both by the Kings Party, 
and the Army for an Outlaw without admiffion of any Excufe. And afterward it de¬ 
clares that the Englifh purchafed peace of the Army with two 

and twenty thoufand pounds of Gold and Silver. The ninth C. 9. Sax. Be = 5 on ¥e men 5 e K $ 
diredts that If a Man find his Goods inanother Mans Hands, lojob pa?p 7 C. io. apA 

he with whom they are found tell where he had them, and J or a * 
czw fecurity to produce his Voucher. In this cafe if he be to . __ 

/or a Afrao/tf 0/ *«0/^r »<?, he fhall have convenient time to doe it. Ij 
upon offer he take the thing upon him , the other (hall be acquitted with whom the 
Goods were found. This Voucher mufl then produce his, and if he live in another 
Shire , have a Weeks time given him to produce him; if he live beyond two Counties, 
a Fortnight, if beyond three, three Weeks, or a Week to be allowed for every Coun¬ 
ty. But all of them mufl come to the place where the Goods 

were found. The tenth and laft concerning vouching, tells C te arnum; 

us that in times paft it was the Cuflome with whom a thing was u “■ r J 
found, that he jbould thrice produce Vouchers, and then they 
fhouldgo to the place where the Voucher lived. Now to Wifemen it feems more rea- 
fonable, that in the place where the thing is found, theVouchery proceed till it come 
to a Period, left that thofe who are not fo able to bear it in Jeekingfor their own 
be tired out with the length of the way, and time, whereas ifsmoft juft, that the 
trouble fhould be impofed upon the unjuft Poffeffour. But he that finds his Goods is to 
beware that he with ivhom he hath found them find fufficient fecurity, to produce 
thofe that will fave him harmlefs, and left he make any unjuft challenge, left'in- 
deavouring to trouble others he himfelf be imbroyled in intricate Affairs. If there be 
any have challenged one that'snow dead, and hath no Heirs to purge him, let him if 
he can, prove by Witnefs that he did fo challenge him, and thereupon he being dif 
charged of the Guilt, let the blame lye upon the dead Party, except he have Friends 
that will legally purge him as if he had been alive. Infuch cafe he is to be taken as 
clear, and he is be accounted guilty of the Theft with whom the Goods were found, 
forafmuch as Denial is of more weight than affirmation. Laftly, if any one in this 
matter of vouching, refufe to proceed any farther, but contends that the Goods were 
his own, he may be at his choice if he can afeertain his propriety by credible witnefs. 

For, if it do not otherwife appear, Propriety is prefumed to be rather m the 
Pofiefiour than in the Pretender. , , „ 

x 11. The next Body of Laws which follows in Bromton , and was made at a 
place called Habe,are all of Ecclefiaftical concernment purely except it be the fifth, 
which prohibits any man to be fold out of his Countrey. But there is publdhed by 
Sir Henry Spelman the Ads of another Council held by this fame King Ethelred 
at a Place called xham, amongfl which are fome that relate to the Civil State. 

The fixth prohibits alfo the fale of a Man out of his own Countrey, efpec tally into 6. 

the fervice of a Pagan. The feventh will have no man put to death for a fmallfault, 7. 

but inculcates mercy. The nineteenth/or^ft a Widow to marry within a twelve month 19. 
at leaft. The two and twentieth takes care for preferving the Peace,and keeping the 22. 
Coin uncorrupt,that one and the fame go throughout the Land. The like for juft weights 
and mea fares, the reparation o f Cities, Towns, Caftles and Bridges, and warlike expe¬ 
ditions, loth by Sea and Land. The twenty third takes care that prefently after 23. 
Eafter, the Annual expedition by Sea be haftened, and ordains that if any Man doe 
any hurt to a fhip defigned for the fervice of the State, he loth make fatisfathon for 
the Damage, and be punifhed as a Breaker of the Kings Peace. And if he utterly 
fpoil the Veffelfo as fbe be made unferviceable, he fhall make full amends for the Da¬ 
mage, and farther, be taken as guilty of High Treafon. The twenty fourth Do- 24. 
prtves that Man of all his Fortunes, who deferts the Expedition whereat the King 
himfelf is prefent. The next Deprives him that hath killed a Man, or forfworn 27, 
himfelf, of all his fortunes ; alfo if he offer to come into the Kings prefence be¬ 
fore he hath made fatisfatlion, except the King will difpence with him. The 
twenty fixth Deprives him both of Life and Fortunes that Confpires againft the 2 6. 

Life of the King, If he deny it, he mufl purge himfelf by the moft folemnOath, 
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or by treble Ordeal accord!g to the Law of the Englifh, or after the D mifh Law C ec a T9 
as it appoints. That which follows ordains, that if any openly fet himfelf to oppofe 
the Laws of Chrift or the King, he be punifhed either "by paying the value of bis 2^. 

Head, or otherwife according to the quality of the offence; and if he procure his own 
death by making refiftence, he mufl lye unrevenged. Thefe are the Laws of King E- 
thelred, which refped the civil State, made as we have diflinguifhed them at fe- 
veral times and places, but what thefe times were we are uncertain, though we 
be fure the Laws were made during his Reign. 

132. There are others which we cannot certainly affirm to have been made 
in his time, though the General conjedure be that they were, and thefe are 
comprized in an Agreement or Ad, which the Wifemen of England and the 
C'ouncellours of Wales, made concerning the Inhabitants of 

the Mountains of that Countrey. The firft Article of this C. 1. Be tpote septolenep yji- 
Senatusconfultum, as they call it, preferibes the purfuit after pr 7 

Cattel, by the Footfteps from one place to amt her. The fe- G 2. Be juhter Feopce bepte- 
cond wills that Within nine or ten days, the one Countreyman on pealum y Englum 7 
do write to the other whether it be in purging themfelves, or 
in any other matter which is in Controverfie. But in all Accufations betwixt Englifh 
and Welih men , they fhall clear themfelves onely by Ordeal, except the Accufer per¬ 
mit it. And each of them if they cannot otherwife have their right, may lawfully 
take away pledges one from another. The third gives order that If any one be inju- G %. 
red and have taken a pledge from him that did the fafl, he that gave the offence fhall Be ba£>um 7 
redeem it, or fo much of his Goods as it amounts to be feized. That he who refufes 
to doe Juftice, may be compelled to doe it. Here twelve men, fix Englifh, and as 
many Welfh, fhall adminifter Juft ice to thofe of both Nations: who in cafe they do 
not doe right fhall forfeit all they have, except they excufe themfelves by their Ig- 
Another Pat- norance of the Law. Here behold another pattern of a Jury, and of that which 
we call Medietas Lingua:, viz. when a ftranger is to be tried, fix Englifh, and as 
urn lingua, many of the Parties own Countrey, at leaft, ftrangers are impanelled to judge as to 

matter of fad, and according to their evidence give in their Verdid. The fourth c - 4- 
Article wills, That when an Englifh or Welfh man is accufedof Theft and cafi in the , Be ^ one ^ 
Trial, he fhall onely pay the forfeit due for the Theft, and no other multi or any labteo P ie 7 
thing befides. The filth, Exatls but half of the Value of the Head , in cafe a Welfh C < 

man kill an Englifh man, or an Englifh man a Welfh man, of what Family foever Bemanpiih* 
the flain Party was. te. 

133. The fixth Article, Forbids the Welih to come into England, or the Englifh C. 6.< 

to enter Wales, except received at the other Bank by the Borderers , who fhall take Be 3 Son 1 8e 
care for their fafe Conduit and Return. And in cafe any Borderer be accufed offalfe Engine on 
dealing herein, and cannot by witnefs dif prove it, let him be firid. In the fame man- J s 5 r hrdan& 
ner, if anyone procure that any ftranger doe any damage to a Man of the Place, and ™ ,e ' 
be fufpetted to have been privy to the Fall, with refpetl had to the Damage he fhall 
purge himfelf by the Oaths of Seletl men. Firft the Accufer fhall make his Accufa- 
tion by Oath j and then if the accufed Party be caft in his Trial, he fhall pay double 
Damages to the Plaintiff, and a Multi to the Lord. The feventh Article fets the C. 7 

value of an Horfe, that mifearries at thirty Shillings, and if if be pretended that Be sleep 
there was no fault in the Perfon accufed, the Purgation j fhall be according n ytenep fe- 
to that rate, and fo for the reft the value of a Mare, and a yearling Colt at twenty Pr- 
Shillings: A wild Affes Colt at twelve Shillingj: An Ox at thirty Pence , a Cow at hl ° ria ^ 
twenty four Pence, a Swine at eight Pence, a Sheep one Shilling, a Goat at two Pence 
Any ether thing mfeen mufl be valued by Oath , and recompence made accordingly. 

The Eighth direds that If one find his Goods with another man, and he challenges to c H 
avowry one that lives beyond the water, then that the Controverfie may come to an Be one A 
end, fhall he give fufficient Caution. And he that finds the Goods fhall by the Oaths ppptfea m 
of fix men make it good, that he juftly lays challenge to the thing that was ftoln. bepanje- 
But he that goes to avowry mull f wear alone, that he doth rightly doe it. And in num - 
cafe any beyond the River contend, that the thing queftioned is of his own proper 
goods, hemuftmake it evident by the Judgment of Ordeal. The ninth declares that C. 9.' 
Went fete 'by which lome underftand Southwales, but others more probably Be Jentpe- 

Monmouthjhire Being anciently called Guent , Went, Wentfet and Wentfland, fo 1 
named from its chief City which of old, had the Name of VentaSilurum ) Some- recum ' 
times was fubjetl to the Dunfetes or Mountainers, but feems rather to belong to the 
Weft Saxons. And thither they mufl fend Tribute and Hoftages of Peace. As alfo 
% riw* it’* meet, that the Mountainers fendHoftages if the King think it fitting. 
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<TX—-TTTmfe^rS Laws made by the E*t» &>*«< Kings, before the ft«« 

eftabhilied their Monarchy throughout the Land, which Laws King Cmte after 
hii return from Rome, commanded ftridtly to be obferved, efpecially thofe made 
by the late Ring Ethtlni. And being now at ledbre from War, and applying 
himfeh- to the good ufage of what he had ill got, hemade Laws of hts own, re- 
Sing both the Ecclefiftical and Civil State, reinforcmg feme old Laws, and 
altering and adding others, as he found occafion, mall which, as he tells us in 
fcSee, he ufdthe Council of his Whemen, and commands thofe Ins Uws 
to be obferved throughout England. The firft of Civil 

“ Concernment commands Juftice to be faithfully and in¬ 
differently adminiftred both to Poor and Rich, and „ 

“ fiftieth all unjuft Laws. The fecond commands Mercy C a. Sax. c i,. A,,J }„« 1 . 

“ to be ufed, and that no man be put todeath for a im all 

“ OfTence The third prohibits a Chriftian to be fold out- c. 3. Sax. c. 00. And Jcma.. 

c +to .c,,^^,. 

: 

« pem^The'feventh^otSmS^totewJeof thefe C. 7 . Sax. c.»<>. A,,l Jm.I. 

« & es an d fupprefs all Flatterers, Lyers, Robbers, 

“ Thieves The eighth commends to all People the keep- C. 8. Sax. C. . 9 - dr ; . 

- ing oFthe Peace, orders one and the fame good Money Affinal. 

:: 

!Sl C °S“ d Towns and Bridges be well looked to, and thattheMditia both by 

E“X" ! thok ’4tcSrLg“lli*g^dt to CounLesl 

“ EtepoSBoland, forfeits to the King, whofoevet efie may be te 
“ 7 Sd And whofoevet reUeves or harbours a Fugitive, except he can plead ig- 
Lord, And five p oun ds. The thirteenth Law makes the c . 13. Sax. 

“ fameChallenseVaU thefeMuhfts or Forfeitures in Mercia. The fourteenth c to . 
fame Challenge oi,au are governed by the Law of the c *. 33,%. 

: “2S 5StoS fo”«gw4 refilling to^goe our in the V 

“ £g he Peace, and violent entry of an Houfe, except he .lionou any Mn df ' 

« by granting thefe Royalties to. him The like is to be fed o Ml an one ^ 

« ctnoav to the Ring the value of his Head, and alfo to be removed from hi 
i: SrmrcSitasthe King %UI pleafe, except he dead that what he did 
« was out of ignorance, and then he muft confirm this AfTertion Oath. By 
« It s ! Danes he is to incur the Muld of the breach of the Law, ex- 
« the . Tanorance, In cafe any oppofe or refufe to fubmit to lawfull 

cept he p 6 . t u e j rs ^hat are concerned. If it belong to the 

“ Judgment, let Hundred Shillings, if to the Earl Sixty Shillings, if 

King the Fine foa l be if all be concerned, all are to be 

“ myd BmbytheLaw oftheD««, if any one make oppofmon to the jnft 
“ admtoiftration of the Law, he is to pay Lahjhu. 


36. This * 
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Tr ri d; fi ThlS WOr i d L ^ l i e ' ls Da *jA and firft found in thofe Englijh Danifh Laws 
Ic figmfies properly the TranfgreJJion or Breach of the Law & 

TiiVRMdS°i, i ,hc / cm/t J’ “f “ rrc { f" th “’ At Anglo Dm,am lab, lex & 

mid tlM though the Dam min- ita* mUm„ Ju Jui. 

gled here with the Englijh , yet both Nations preferved mut in two. 
their own common Laws and Cuftoms. The Englijh for as 
much as can be perceived, to every feveral fort of offences affigned generally their 
feveral MiMs, which they called Gildwites. But the Danes punifhed feveral of¬ 
fences by one fort of Animadverfion called Lahjlite. 
lliererore in thefe Laws often occurs, Let the Englifh man Xil&p.te Fnrl.im - 
le punifhed with Gildmite, and the Danifh with Lahjlite. But num fahjlice. 1 

though this one punifhment was common with them for fe¬ 
veral Offences, yet was it various in quantity according to the condition of th* 

\, As > f of liberal condition his Lahjlite was five Marks Sis c 

m /ff t ,hat °f a Cmk » Countreymalt tZhe Orel ou^. j 

ll ve wh ? t anfwers to the Englifh TwelfhinJ, Sexhind and TmhmJ men 
Some have mtag,„«l, that when LaSflite is mentioned to general t™T<* m'e 
tototT e ;° thC E " g ‘ iJh ' ' h " aI “ e °f is tnodv'Orel becanftTtha2, 
ifat ,T a h p,vnf e ’ r B nC 'r d be ? m Ki °g edrnrd and Gathrm, which ordatos 3 ' 
eIiL l f A m y where it is requifite, he (hall pay Wite with the 

pssssl 

• “ ST S > and is eonvkd of 

« ^? ngue c ^ r out > eif cept he redeem it with the value of his Head The ftvnvnSf; 

« b“n d ^ SSlSa 7 * 

“ Sr tTmes ^ ° Ut fome ' imes > 

“ preparatory Oath - A min ^ f,“J gatIon 1S be made with a threefold 
• “ Sea P d to he lS phinroto or^KnA^-hi^'J? “'“‘“ “M.in his 

T t x . « h# 
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Sea 12 “ he tad the Goods that are ^"^“^"hav^moft'Tel^oSlf ta^eftk 

S 5^-l “ they l° v eG°d and ^ Lprdsthey are afTurld that he rightly 

“ niony, and tha mieftion The twenty fecond revives the Laws about Cz2 _ SdxcJ ^ 

“ came by the thing w queltion- ine y boughtaboV e the value Af udlm% 

“ buying without Witnefs, “^^C credible Witneffes. In cafe any 

“ of foot pence without the teltao^ ^ ^ one ch aUcnge to thing io 

«* one buy any thmg contrary to tms w , J Vouchery, but reftore him 
« bought, the Buyer lhaU not have the b w hdm of right it belongs. 

“ thethiog, With to juftFJce°f ^Jx^tooy hefhallhaveVceallowed 
“ But if the thing was boiwht by legal TOUmony^ ^ Is to be dehve- 

“ him the liberty of Vouchery, fe 0 f ^ right in challenging it 

« ed to the Owner, except feme other wkcurertW ng ftoul | chal . 

“ Jo be his. For neither doth “ “Tsndcoofeqnentlyheh 

:: SeSV^^^oSf tewhatw “ 

“ be recovered w^i^direte that tf a man of evil report ablent himfelf cqs^,,. 

iio. The twenty third directs, tnat ^ f ome 0 f that Court go 

“ from the Publick Meettngs te ^ t0 appretad him 

“ thither, and if they an get "o Sureties PF *^ have re- 

“ alive or dead, to feize on all > j ^ t0 tbea 0 f that which is left 

« ceived the true value of what they ky claun^, ^ ^ If any ofthe 
the Lord Ihall have one half, arv ^ ^ for tbat fi ne to tha King 

“ Court, of Km or Stranger, ref . Q S t ’ hofe that are taken in the manner 

“ in an hundred and werity Sluihng - Oi M in n0 wife befpared. 

« of Healing, or betraying their Lords, tne r UDer f e ded by another, but <%&***. 

“ The twenty fourth forbi s^ne ^ to proceed. The next for- c f 2 ^” 4 %. 

« as the Hundreders Ihall tninK n , , , except recommended by Apud jomi. 

“ bidsalfo the harbouring of a man “ C fr P om his Houfetillhe 

« him he formerly ferved. Asa charge That which follows de-c.z 6 .Sax.c^. 

« Save purged topaft without f «£ 4 - 

“ nounceth, that if any Farthing of the value of the man s head, be 

« covering him, .Ihall pay the u ma ke it good that he knew 

“ it as much as it will, or by a full him> an § tho fe that heard 

« nothing of his Theft. And t hey ffiall be punilhed as contumacious a- 

« him would not purfuethe Ro r, Jj fufpicion. The twenty feventh, c.njw. 

“ gainft the King, ^ be accufed b y three fe.^^ 

“ f„ cafe a man be of Z{XSonb^hythrMd Ordeal. But if his Lord 
“ veral men, admits of n °. P^fLkeS his Oath, nor fince the Council held at 
“ affirm that he ^^^Qrdeal, out of that Hundred the Lord /hall 
“ Winchefter been caft by ^ ^\ nd \ [xh them ma ke Oath, that he neither 
“ take one or two men “ Credit, ^ ^ CQnd ned by the Ordeal, 

“ hath broken his Faith.e^ePt fome Reeve or Officer there be whofe 
“ nor paid nothing for , f.|g« : ; en t to clear him without thefe Oaths. If they 
“ authority may have "''f'« choice whether he wiU be tryed 
“ make their Oaths, the Accul Hundreds, which m proportion 

“ by fingle Ordeal, or p“ ce . B ut ta cafe they refofe to 

J! uX the Examination of threefold Ordeal after dus 

n. “ ? 4 T<‘The Accufer muft find five Perfons who fell ^ Pr^ours, ^ he 

of Examinati. « him felf ffiall be the fixth. As loon to m Lord> if be have ffiewn 

-«=■: sffJiisr^gsfiTS-ssrjgttt 

“ te °L if'afar% te dJth not leave off his former Courier but 

“ be cut off. But it atter mis „ . ftaU fi t that, are concerned, 

SfpSge 0 tamlrwhftbif he doe, he ihews himfelf to be worthy of to 
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“ ' al “' of , 1 ’ isS J el T an i?.»« d -, 1 ! f the King fhaft have the value of Sect to 

the Head, and the Thiel fhall by all rtien be taken as excluded from the be- 
“ nefit of the Law. 

cc A 4 , 1, r‘ The twenty eight will have every Mafterto be Fidejuflbur, orrefpon - C j8t*x*k 
fible for the appearance of fill his Family. And if any of his Servants be im- ^pudjormi. 
“ peached, he fliall arifwer it in that Hundred where the other brings the A&ion. 

“ In cafe any of them accufed of a Crime run aWay, his Matter Ihall pay the va- 
“ lue of his Head to the King. If the Matter be accufed as acceflbry to his flight 
“ he fliall purge himfelf by five men of good repute. If he do not acqiiit 
“ himfelf he ihall pay to the King the value of his Head, and his Servant ihall 
“ be Outlaw’d. The twenty ninth ena&s, that if a Bondman or Slave be by the r9oC 
Ordeal condemned, he ihall firft be marked with an hot Iron, Mid if caft the Apd%fn 2 ‘ 
fecond Dime, be put to death. The thirtieth ordains, that if a man be of evil re- r c 
“ port fo as no man fpeaks well of him, the Reeve (the Sheriff doMefs is 
meant) ihall take fecurity for his appearance when he is palled, which if he 
“ doe not give, he ihall be put to death and buried in a prophane place: And if 
“ any one Hand up in his defence, he ihaH incur the feme puniihftient. And if 
‘ any Officer negled or refufe to put this in Execution, he ihall by one urtiver- * 

“ fal Sentence pay an hundred and twenty Shillings to the King. The thirty ?I ; 

“ firft wills the fame manner of Purgation of Criminals be ufediri dll Boroughs. 

* The next dire&s, that if a man be deftituteof all Friends or be a Stranger fo %% 

“ thathe hath none to be bound for him, fuch an one, if accufed, ihall be fent J 

' « j. nt ? CuItod y t0 ^ examined by the Ordeal. That which follows fentenceth a a. 
fuch as are convicfted to have forfworn themfelves upon the Gofpels or Sagra. w 3 
u Io °fe their Hands, or to give half the value of their Headsto the Lord and 
the Biihop. The thirty fourth accounts it of fmall moment, that one Who has U. 
openly born falfe Witnefs have no Credit given to his Teftiritony for the 
time to come ; but orders, that he moreover pay to the King or the Lord 
the Fine wont to be paid in the room of the Neck being tyed, called 
“ Healsfange. 

141. The twelve Laws that follow next in Courfe itifpaft Ecclefiaftfcal Mat- 
ter^ and therefore to fuch we muft refer them. “ The forty feventh rerfuires, 3 * 
Adultery be punilhed more or lefs as the Circumftances be, affirming it 
« / or a M ? rried Man to lie with a Maid, much more wkh another Man’s 
a Wife or one in Religion. The forty eight dire&s, that Iriceft be pUriifted ei- ctfSaxetf. 

tner with the value of the Head, with a Mul< 2 :,or the lofc qf the whole Eftate, JpMfornai. 
u there being a difference betwixt abufirtg ones own Softer and another Kinfwo- 
man more remote. Tlie next Chafti2es him that Raviffies a Widdow dr a Vir- C49. w 77 . 
gm with the payment of the value of his own Head, The fiftieth denoun- 
« J^t a Man’s Wife be convi&ed to have lain with another Mari, ihe ApudZtlt 
mall for ever be noted as Infamous, arid her Husband ilrnll have all that be¬ 
longs to her . befides ilie ihall loofe her Nofe and her Ears. But If ihe be' 

<{ pnely accufed of Whoredom, arid in the Tryal be caft, the Biihop in fuchcafe 
is to be Judge, and commanded irihis Judgment tb be fevere. As for Married r„c 
men the next Law enjoyneth, that u if one lie with his owri Maid Secant he ^ So. Apld 
forfeit her and make fatisfa&ioft both to God arid Mari: If befides bis Wife 


' be keep a Concubine, thePrieft Ihall dfcny him aU Chriftsn Privileges rill he 
‘ Put her away, and arwell by his forbearance for the future as irf other things 
according to the Bifiiop’s dire&ion, he have made ample fetifiMioiL That 
« which, follows baniihes Strangers with all their Vices and Fortunes out of the 
« Land if they do not bridle their Luft& -By th® fifty third, If a Mari' upon^^ 1 - 
“ Preniedirated malice kftlanother, heftmUbedelivereiops, tolaftdi&loftoSSfS?' 
“flam. If he be onely accufed of the Murther and be found luilty, to Bdhop 
“ in that cafe fliall be his. Judge. 0 r 


143. “ By virtue of the fifty fourth Law, whofoever 
Confpires againft the King,- or his Lord ihall forfeit Life' 
and Fortune^ except he puige himfelf by threefold Or¬ 
deal. By order of the fifty fifth, He that breaks his 
Faith given to the King ihall forfeit five Pounds, if it 
was t'o an.Archbiihop or great Nobleman three Pounds, 
if to a Biihop or Alderman'two. Jf any fight in the 
Court, by the next that follows, it’s Capital except the 
King will pardonit. The-fifty feventh puniihes him that 
fliall difarm a man with that which they call Heals* 
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c'ri. . _ “fame, if he binds him, with half the value of his Head. 
1 'fr\rZ a The next reftrains the violence of Souldiers, ordaining. 


C. 58 .Sax. c.87 .Apud fornal. 


C.60. Sax. c. 89. Apud fornal. 

C. 61. Sax. buj-bpec. *j baepncc 
-j open -] a?bepemop>. -j 


C. 63. Sax. c. 92. Afud fornal. 

C. 6<p.Saxonic. c.c. 93,94. Afud fornal. 


“ that if in an Expedition any break the Peace he fhall ei- 

“ ther forfeit his life or the value of it ; and if he plun- c. 59. Sax. c. 88 . Apud fornal. 

“ der make fufficient Compenfation. That which^follows, f i 

« declares, that he that breaks into another man's Houfe, 

« according to the Law of the Englijh, is to pay five Pounds to the King; if it 
“ be done where the Law of the Danes obtaineth, he mu (I be pumfhed according 
“ to their Cuftome. And if he be juftly killed in the Attempt, nothing Jhall be 
“ forfeited upon that account. The fixth ordains. That it 
“ one man rob another of any thing, he reftorethe thing 
“ together with the value of it and pay the value of his 

“ H ea d to the King. The fixty firft' declares breaking c. 61. Sax. hupbpec. *j baepnee 
“ down and burning of Houfes open Theft, manifeft Mur- y open Sy F J>. -5 a?bepemopj>. -j 
« thers and betraying of one’s Lord, according to humane hla F op&tfice. s F tep jeopulb la 5 a 
« Laws to be Crimes, for which there is no bote or fatis- V bocleap. c. 90. Afud Jornal. 

« f a( aion to be made, by way of Muldt or Compenfation; 

« The next fines fuch as fhall deny to pay toward the Re- c.6z. Sax. c.91. Afud fornal. 

« pairing of Towns, or mending of Bridges as ihallrefufe 

« to go upon the Warlike Expedition, it he be an Englijh men, an hundred and 
« twenty Shillings to the King; if he be a Dane , he is to make fatisfadion accor- 
“ ding to their Cuftome ; or fourteen men are to be named to film, out of which 
« number he may make his choice of eleven to purge himfelf. 

14 j. The fixty third in like manner declares, that all c. 63. Sax. c.92. Apudfornal. 

“ ought to contribute to the repairing of the Churches. ... 

“ The fixty fourth denounces againft fuch as ihall hartout c.6fS«,m.. 

« Excommunicated or Outlawed Perfons, that they mall 
« bring them forth to Juftice, make fatisfadion to thofe that are concern d and pay 
“ the value of their Heads to the King. But in cafe they will keep and defend 
« t h em lofs of Life and all their Fortunes. The next wills, that Mercy be fhewn as c.6 5 .Sa X .c . 94 . 
a much as may be to fuchas plainly and unfeignedly amend their ways. And by W 
« that which follows,.the King declares he will put a differencei betwixtfmall 
« and Great, Rich and Poor, Young and Old, Infirm and Healthfull, forafinuch F 7 
“ as lome men may offend out of a kind of neceflity, and a diftindion is to be 
« mac j e betwixt a forced and a voluntary ad. Therefore will he fuccour where 
“ there is moft need of his Help. The fixty feventh contains an Ad of Grace c.6 7 .Sax.c. 9 &. 
“ of the King to his Subjeds, whereby he relieves fuch as formerly were oppref-^HW 
« fed He enjoyns all his Officers, that they make provifion for his Houfe out of 
« his own Lands and Tillage, and that they compellnoman to furnifh him with 
« any Conveniencies in this kind, uponpeinof paying the value of their. Heads 
« if they impofe any Muldsupon Refufers. The fixty eighth ordains that in cafffl- 
« cafe any man by negled or by the fuddennefs of his death depart this World 
« Inteftate, his Lord fhall take nothing of his Goods but what is due to him asan 
« Heriot. But all is to be diftributed by his Judgment to the Wife, Children, 

« and next Kindred juftly according to their feveral right. The fixty ninth m or- C £ 9 .Sax.c. 91 . 
« der fettles the Rates of the Heriots, ordering that the Heriot of every one be ac- Afudfomai. 

« cording to his Dignity. As firft, that of an Earl eight Horfes,whereof four with 
« Furniture and four without, four Helmets, as many Corflets, eight Spears* as 
“ many Shields, four Swords, and two hundred Mancufes of Gold. That of a 
« Ring’s chief Thane fpur Horfes, whereof two with Furniture and twowith- 
« out two Swords, four Spears, and as many Shields, .one Helmet, one Corflet, 

« an d fifty Mancufes of Gold. The Heriot of an Jnferiour Thane an Horfe with 
« Furniture and Arms, or amongft the Weft Saxons the fum that is paid .called 
“ Halsfange , in Mercia andEaft England two Pounds; but amongft the Danes 
« the Heriot of a King’s Thane, who has free jurifdi&ion, is four. Founds. And 
« if he be nearer to the King his Heriot is two Horfes, whereof the one withFur- 
« niture and the other without, a Sword, two Spears, as'many Targets, and fifty 
«. Mancufes of Gold. But the Heriot of a Thane of the loweft condition is two 

M^This word Heriot, or as .the true Saxon word is, Heregeate -, fignifies 
Furniture for War, given by the Vaflal to his Lord, probably at firft de- Ab fcepe 

txtrdtui 

geore d Saxon gcotan fundere & Metaphorice nddere./vel trogare, unde ScCto Britannis Herewith 

d. Heregeld, ginz, (ut tills [reft) tranfeunle. fypei 


Chap. II. Contemp. with tk Conjlantinop. Korn, Empire. Cniite. 


figned for the driving away Thieves and Robbers, which abounded when the Da*. I2 
nijh or Northern Nations lo frequently invaded the Land ; for though the word 
Here do in the Saxon Language fignifie an Army, yet is it in our Saxon Authours 
( when without compofition) generally taken in the worft fenfe, for Invaders 
and Spoilers, a lawful! Army collected by the King for the Defence of the Nation, 
being called by the Name of Fyrd. Sir Henry Spelman fetches the Original of 
the thing from Clodonee King of the Franks , who having about the Year of Our Herei 
Lord DXI. given the Alamans a very great overthrow, and deprived them of all 
Honour and Liberty, afligned them as Vaflals, feme to his Treafury, and fome 
to the Church, the former being termed Servi Fifcalihi and Fijcales y and thefe 
Servi Ecclefiaftici, He ordained, that when any Matter of a Family Died, the 
Officer of the King, or Bilhop ftiould feize upon the beft Horfe he had, or the 
Cloths of moft value. Some are of opinion, that to this Heriot fucceeded 
what was afterward called Relief ; but that thefe were feveral is manifeft in 
this, that fometimes both an Heriot and Relief were paid from the fame 
Lands, and an Heriot had place where an Heir did not fucceed in the Patri¬ 
mony , which Relief never had. Mr. Lamlard thought that the Normans 
when they Conquered the Land, and fpoiled the inhabitants of all their Arms 
and furniture for War, remitted the Heriot , and took Money in its Read. 

Moft probable it is, that Heriot and Relief were different, and that Vafials 
in the Englijh Saxon times contributed thofe Habiliments of War to their Lords, 
towards the Expulfion of thofe Northern Thieves and Invaders, as we faid. 

Their Land they held on that condition with that burthen and fervice, and 
therefore they held them as Feudataries. Heriots were in ufe in the Infancy 
of Fees , when Fees were held in a more general and Law fenfe, as we have al¬ 
ready demonftrated. Relief fucceeded when they were grown up to more re¬ 
gulation and certainty , clothed with new circurhftances, of Siicceftion, and 
the like. The giving of Horfes and Arms by Vaflals to their Lord, was a thing Temp Coma- 
alfo pra&ifed by the Germans and Italians. diprimi vide 

14 6. To make an end of King Cnute his Laws, The feventieth “ Confirms 
“ to a Woman and her Children the Seat and Habitation which her Huf- lib. 8. 

“ band enjoyed. But if there were any Suits commenced againft the Man c 7 °- Sax. 

“ when living, his Heir mtift anfwer them. The feventy firft Requires Wi- 
“ dows to continue in Widowhood twelve months, and then permits them c.71. Sax. 

“ to Marry. If a Woman Marry before her twelve months be out, lhe is c a^f pud ‘ 

“ to loofe her Dower, with all that her Husband left her, which is to come , Jorn * ’ 
u in fuch cafe, to the next akin; and he that Marries her fhall pay the value 
“ of his Head to the King, or whomfoever he affigns it. Nay, although fhe 
“ was taken by force fhe fhall loofe all fhe had, fexcept fhe depaft and return 
“ no more to this Husband.' Widows are hot fuddenly to enter into Religion ; 

“ Widows fhall not be compelled to pay their Heriots till twelve months be 
“ over, efpecially if not able to pay before. A Woman, by the feventy fecond c - 72- Sax. 

“ Law, is not to be compelled to Marry againft her will, nor fold, except c j ™mi. 

the Man voluntarily will give fomething. The next confirms what had been c.^. Sax. 

‘‘ formerly ena&ed, Concerning a Man’s leaving his Weapon at another Man’s i- lo yP ui 
“ Door, and another’s making ill ufe of it. That which follows in like mariner c™l'sax. 

“ confirms what was Law before, Concerning a Woman’s hot being ac- % 103. apud 
“ ceflbry to the Theft of her Husband. Firft, If a Man be convkfted to have * mnal 
“ brought ftoln Goods ifltdhis Houfe, it’s the fame thing asifheftole them; 

“ but his Wife fhall not be accounted guilty of Theft, except lhe kept it uri- 
“ der Lock and Key. Now the Wife ought to keep the Keys of thefe things, 

“ viz. of the Store-houfe, of the Cheft of Cloths, and her Coffer; in any of 
“ which if flie lock Up any thing, fhe is to be accounted guilty of Theft. 

“ Gtherwife the Wife cannot hinder her Husband frofti bringing any thing into 
“ his Houfe. It was the cuftome (filch is the avarice of Men) for the Child 
“ which lay in the Cradle, arid never yet ha’d eaten Meat, yea though it was 
il afleep, to be accounted as guilty of this Crime ds if it had had undeman¬ 
ding. But I (faith the King) abfolutely forbid that , with Jome other things that 
are odious to Q.od Almighty. Here Mr. Seldett demarideth if from afty other injan.An- 
Fountain thari this can be derived what Henry de Brdtton arid other Englijh Law- glorum. 
yers deliver, concerning a Man’s Wife being acceflbry to his Theft. 

147. The feventy filth Law * Deprives him Of Life and Eftate, Wh6‘ either c.75. Sax. 
sy “ in an Expedition by Land or Seadeferts his Lord, or his Fellow Souldier : 

“ and in fuch cafe the Lord is to have back the Land he gave him ; or if it 7<>rm - 







C. 78. Sax. c. I09. apud Jtrml 
Drittclean h Sax. bp me & lean 
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rTT ‘^as Bocland it goes to the King. Butin cafe any one dye in a Fight in the 
“ prefence of bis Lord, either at home or abroad, his Hertot 1 (hall be remitted, 

« an d hi s Children Ihall fucceed both to his Goods and Lands, and rightly di- ^ ^ 

« v ide them. The feventy fixth Gives him liberty that hath defended his Land, c ^ ■ 

“ Ind cleared it from all doubts and incumbrances in the Sciregemoteor Coun- ?OTM/ . 

“ ?v Court to poflefs it quietly while he lives, and to leave it to whom he 
“ pleafeth when he dies. The feventy feventh Gives liberty to every Man to c. 77. W. 

“ Hunt in his own Grounds, but forbids all under penalty to meddle with the 
“ Ss Game, efpecially in thofe places which he had Fenced by privilege. 

Rv thofe places thus privileged, he means thofe wh.cli . . 

Sowar/,he calfcct M being Ground ^ 

defart and woody, moft commonly exp „ , g bnjufmodi Saxontbus nofins & Dc- 

Wild Beafts or Deer, not- fenced about with any Hedge or dictbantur Buc e W/w 
Wall but circumfcribed and privileged, as here he u orcis £ ervi „ us - a i lUr tepepalb W fccqi- 
it Fenced with certain Bounds, Laws, Immunities, Ma- pate, q. d.ftrarum pabulum. 
gi’ftrates, Judges, Officers and Servants. Concerning 

thefe Forefis , he publiffied Conftitutions thirty tour in (i) vide eas fi placet *pud speimzn. in 

(g\ Number which becaufe he mentions them not m Gloffar.w. Fmfta. 

this nor in any other of his Laws, feem to have been 

™de afterwards. But the thirtieth Article is ataoft the very fame with this 

Law, forbidding all to meddle with his Game but permitting them to hunt 

in their own Grounds, ( o') yet without Chafe. terwar s ( c ) sine ebaceatamn quid boc 

the Norman Kings made flrange improvement ot what ne venatores viderm. 

began, turning many Towns and Churches into Denns of 

Wild Beafts, with what fuccefs it’s neither pleafing nor 

feafonable for us here to relate. The feventy eighth Law C. 78. *. 109. -prf JW. 

if reauhes that Drindean and other Offices of Service Drmohm a &»bjmic & lean 

“dTm Lords, be inviolably obferved Mr. Lombard tf 
interprets this Drindean, Honorary Gifts of Drink. It feems 

sSJi.'sKr- 

r "Sh. -Si 

« 411 enjoy per fed peace, and be free from all moleftation which go or 
“ return from Gemotes or Publick Meetings ; as now they * at n ar !M ei ?^ c 8o 
« of Parliament. The eightieth and laft, in Confirmation of all thefe Laws 
« madebythe King to be obferved by all his Subjeds upon any that ffil ? ^, 

« t he m for the firft offence impofeth the value of his own head whe- 

« S ' hebTfS or Dane; for the fecond offence it doubles the pumlh- 
“ ment, and for the third , deprives him of all his Fortunes The mg 
clofeth all with a very Religious Exhortation to Piety, and a Prajer. 

MS TheTe are onely now remaining the Laws of King Bdwardtho Com 
fefiour Thefe we have not published in the Saxon Tongue, nor as he fet them 
forth but as they were afterwards confirmed by William the Conquerour, and 
«TnSribrf & one who had lived in the Days of Henry i he Second or 
after" who has interlaced them with things very much, fomettmes Fomgn to 
thfnumofe and with tales of King Arthur , and other matters. At beft they 
P a Rhapfodv of things, rather telling aod explaining things what they an¬ 
ciently were, than exprefedinLegiflativemanner. ; 

for our purpofe, (as feveral of them do) and give us* Aweftours 

nf i-he ancient Polity or -frame of Government of our Enghjh Saxon Anceitours, 

■f we/ve not Ky made ufc of thern we Ml give the Reader an Account. 

To pafs thofe which are merely cf Ecclefiaftical Con^ „ K DanegeUo , Dllnege i dum reiiitio 

ment The eleventh Law or Article tells us what propterjyratasprimitusfiatuta eft, Cfr- 

the Original of Dan,geld, declaring that The payment of ,t 

3 vn* 7 

SE& KT&Sys SSSrnM £25 

ft ^ Name ^ that which upon occafion was raifed to give the Danes 
u t.-it-h f ft iniv off their Hoftilities now and then as the cale required, and 
S'Sra/Lfimpofed H for prootring AShips and Men to reftrmn * 


:hap - n - Centrnp. with^the~C^ antiniqflffi^ FdwarH. 

the Irruptions and Infolencies of the Northern Rovers, the former fas we faid 
was upon occafion but this was Annual. As for the payment of the latter the w-ti? 
Cuftome was, according to the Laws qf that Age,, that the Richer fort Sd be 

taxed accoiding to the number of Hides, as is evident from Doomfday Book writ- 
ten in the. tome of King William the firft. Now asto theRate, Marianm 'Scorn 
Hove Jen,andFlorentim Wtgorntenfis, all tell us that at that time whofoever pofie.Ted 

of re nnp l lv ied a ?i d Ca H f f or Hiete ^ Land, was charged with the building 
of one Ship, and a Coat of Armour and an Helmet was impofed upon nine, or as 
HwtwgJon and others upon eight,- all being rated proportionably after this man- 

S r Ii°r^ 7 ners r 0f mo f e r° r f T Ver Hides ’ or of P art of an Hide. HundZ 
Jon faith an Hide was fo much Land as could be Tilled with one Plough in one 
year. But others of the quantity of Hides determine otherwife. And indeed it 
was various according to the different Cuftoms of feveral Countries 
x gj So r m T e there are who write, that two Shillings were yearly kid upon eve- n-, , 

S'effnM ^.fc/uppreflionof ,hofe Pirates, lb that V««fc TZ.%% 
d P b t0 wbat 1S faid hy this Law afenbed to King Edward. But as they I S m n ^ lath A 
differ heiem without any reafon ; fo do they with as little diferetion fet thp ® 

thouland^ aX Fn thi r ty eigh J thoufand Pounds i as others do at thirty vdseiZL 

rn rtf t ‘ F ° 7 - at Rate foever that Tribute was paid to the King according jf^riawfi, 
SriSnt? r at n n °n tim ? Xt u ppears C or certain from our feveral Hiftories that thf ^ 2 ’ f ' 
SS 2 ? P U W r al h )Wed t0 the Danijh Fleet were fo uncertain, that they were 
dTcr f^T higher, fometimes lower, as it could fcarcely otherwife happen, accor- 
Reafrn tbe " umber of Ships and Forces, that were necelTary for defence of the 
WI?], ,k US pa Z? T ent bein S higher or lower as occafion ferved, was to be fure 

« ^ill } / ear K ML n/ ff tenth of this Kin S E(lward the Confefour. “ But then 
as Ingulp/m hmk Jfte Is us, in regard that the Earth did hot bring forth S 
« fruits tn fuch plenty as it was wont, but devoured many People by Famine 
« d y n S; h ^ 0U g l1 Lcarcity of Corn and want of Bread, the Rous KinS 

« m °ve d With Companion towards the People, releafed that moft grievoj 
S Danegeld to all England for ever. It is reported (faith S he) by 

« feofee the Dane ld g r 5 King h u in I ? r0Ught by his0 fRcets int0 the Ttw- 
« ]le y 1:l Danegeld that was colledted, and to take a view of fo vaft aii 

« Devn lnHnI Ure ’ ft °? d ama?ed r at the *6^ protefting that he beheldthe 
“ on he upon the heap of Money, and extremely rejoycing , whereup- 

« ° 1 im jnedi a tely commanded it Ihould be reftored to its former Owners 
“ 4? Tnthl"w t rt v1 P /i y 0f fo , cr “ el an E^Oion, but remitted it for ever! 

« paid everv afte f K J, ng of Denmark commanded it to be 

with IE 7 y 1 his Navy, m the time of his Father Ethelred. So Ingulphus 
^mitrJd iff agree bot }} r Hoveden and Matthew of Weftminjler, that King Edward 
DkKi CVer ' ^ et whatcver this g°° d King might refolve or order the 
longer tilkhe S C ° f lf E p Che< l uer makes ic t0 have been paid for fourteen years 
ofT’wt r f , na ^ durin S his Keign, and the Reigns 

f Jm ’ When they either had or lufpeded a War with Foreigners 

fhatlt Z 7 st\d\n P w^r l h e Interpolatour of St. Edwards Laws,* 

d ° WzUiam Ru f“s *nd King Stephen, and from the Accomptsof the 
Exchequer, iometimes to Henry the fecond, after which it g™ut of S other 

-te b /lSi“ fcower the 5635 “ dde “ ^Ri»Ktf 0 w f S^S 

S •' Edmrd l Laws declares, that the Peace of the 

Cylser hi b hh r W » M the En S Ulb 

vileee as to Phurr!^ SP ^’i T | HS Was ^w en t0 P lace5 and Perfons by way of Pri- 

Leaguebetwix^KinCT 5thdr 0Wn WaIIs ’ as h Y the 

hanfjrml). AnntZf f dl f ard ^ Gu *hrm the Dane, in which itis termed Cyninger 
da vs That at CU ‘(f° r fy ont hat day he is Crowned, which lafts eight An. 5, 

i Kh r M df ° e ¥ Jt , days > as d f° th *°f Ea - 

there isZ^r f lu i ^ f °V S V™ v hh Brie f or Letters - Mndanother 

V1Z - 'tottogfaet, F»fs, Hickenild- 
hredtl of tfe T ,g J ' i ,ere , 0f two a rr extended to the length, and two to the 
bredtb of the Kingdom Another yet there is of the Rivers of note which convey 

If T “ this Writer decIa re 4 elStoS 

Reader Kin g’ sP ^, as to which we refer the 

Reader to the Laws and Cuftoms already mentioned, as well as to what he here 
writes thereof; onely here mentioning this, that the Breach of the King’s Peace 
in thofe great High-ways and Rivers was punilhable in the greater Aflemblies or 

u « Courts 
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Law of the County. The font d “^> .J y * fc Cold 1 

" * *"«*’ eXcef J stive/one hllf goes to him id another to the Church, 
it’s a l the Kings ; if Silver one rnj g declares That if any one was mur- , - 

151. The Wteenth treated, of f'f"’dforTb Vdkgeor tom where the ^ 

Body was found. If he ai J c ,» , r ( e C0U U mt be found, a Month and 
in fat mUmSL, if dcould m, he found 

a day was allowed for Jearc/J ajte > f 0 wn and if it was not able to pa) fo 

forty fix Marks were gathered ou f > J forafmuch as this payment 

Li what it could not the arofe, the Barons took die that 

vould not be made in the Towns and W *** **** "> "?? 

fix ani forty Marks fhould he p J ^ ^ fQ fhe Lreafurer ., and by 

the Seal of fame one Baron of the C l' J V}ithin J vohich tim if the Murtherer 

him kept fo fealed up for a T Dy * ^ ^ ^ ^ d l t 

was found out, upon his dehv y J t k overe d then were the Kindred of the 

in cafe within that me King,he other fort,. Ifhehad 

Murthered Party to have fix of tieM j Lord bis fworn and devoted Friend 
no Kindred his Lord was to r , fhe Kin - p, ou i d have the whole Sum, 

and Companion. If mm of M ^ Now fhehxteenth Article tells us, x6. 
all men living under his Peace ani P’ & ^ this way of difcovery and 

that 5 ^rndSif the Pa tV Sd not be found) i» the days of Cnute the 
punching the Hundred it the Far y ° j it in Peace , at t j je re que(l 

Danifli King, who,after he had Denmark. Thefe Barons became 
of the Enghfli Barons fent back J A y ^ d u thi 

g%s tjvyttzt -a er«‘ 

SfjS&ZXVG*u-Z to., h-tr »/•*.*+* 

to be made as is aforefatd. fearfull and cautious, was the me- 

ij*. That which “^^^^jSTduringthc Reign, and by the 
mory of the Maflacre comm P ^ ^ ^ ma d e him keep an Army on 

Command of King Tthelred ffi th People gave occafion to theRequeft 

foot along time, which forely oPP3f to t ^%a Us P the | 1 Barons^ and to the ma- 
of the Nobility, C*e n ^»f» “quoted A Countrey, they 

king of this Law. And when the rf ^ NativeS; they could 

Confcious to themfelves that | la( j reC eived, made ufe of it 

expedt no bett ' r f e " Kr “f"ffJL. was found flain, his deathwas more grierouf- 
for their own fafety. n p^nfhman • the onely mitigation of it was if 

Jyby farnunilhed ttatteof an^^», bemi d e y u t, t | atis , thathewas 

taEnfl^man, and neither Dane nor pnm «.“J mmmSatflanfromiSomk. 

TSerT^Zt ^ 

fSSkr*., -. 

fSSS aid tinted before the Ja(Hces. 

feSwT^w^who * c - '• >• c - *■' 

Hiflory, and the mil either being prefent, bow 

»- *aS 

ntmrtdr except it « proved ■tattteiPar^i^lam w gj^ ^ ^ 

the man what he will. 


Pi. Cor. 1. 1. c. l. 

Ejf r/tf® animadvems hodiernos jurif 
confuho, id legiCmmm «, burn, c ^ 

initium necin Annaltbm fits necjnS^ 


153. The 


Chap, If. Cmtmp, rnhykConf antinop.Km.Emptf. St. Edward. ~^T 

Lucius King of Britain, iivSur fo Wh of'’the bSpSfc^MgJSS " 
them. The eighteenth the Kings Power % virtue of 1 J* 

*? P ardo » bofs of Life and Member, yet fo as the MalefaKolr JlL P/f ?S g * l8 ' 

fuch as he hath injured according to his power, and find fureties for'httood L° 
haviour, which if he doe not, he is to le banijhed. The ninet^nthTn likeS/ ^ 

p e rifbZ S R ° yal Pr l er0gatiVe t0 h fuch ’ that he ma yf et at forty l Captive^or ^ 
Pnfoner, whereever he comes in any City, BorouzL Cattle or Villa J-ci 

hi* in the way, lyU, mere WorL ctmanl ^ftulfhafl .ft 
bjrty, make j at is fall ion to the injured Party. But a Murtherer TrLL 
Guilty of like Crimes, although the King pardon him as to Life and Member ^ ^ 
ding to the Law, fhallin no wife (lay in the Countrev LtLiir ^ , V : 

Jepar, to the SeaCoaJl wWnWeZ & T‘ 

and flay in the Land any one as he meets them, may doe Jufiiceupon them And 
if any one entertain fuch a Malefaflour for one finde night he (hall hT^fd L 
highefi degree, according to the Laws of tbe &^i£^t^ tbe j 
night he Jhall pay double, and for the third be p^lffan Affbcte Id f T? 
tour of Malefattdurs. If fuch leave any Wives behind them, which by the Kindled 
f the murthered Party, are accufed as confcious to, and partakers with their MuC 
bands in the Crimes committed, they Jhall by Ordeal tune themf? hJ” lu H t f~r 
they make their Innocence appear, thejJhall continue f f 

EBmm 

%uz&i'.',!!z d sr ‘rn-: pzan 

ij&m. 

a«a .-3 * 

’‘•y-t’.to^z^y-toXtftor^^h. 

tersl flnt they l lf UHhtuU t^r ^ Kt> ir S 1““’ l - y hU ^ and or hu Let ‘ 3 C ’ 

U u 1 fidence 





Feafts lately mentioned, by the greateft ivay of tryal 

have the fame my of pun foment t f /w Danelaga, or after the Law of 

had in the County where *tw.asMen ^ Hms t enty pounds 

the Dane- *«*«» n ' J «Luh tofetoreef thehundred j ri»/* Norway 
■wd four: becauje the Danes /<?« • J -[../•/ / eighteen, make up an hundred 

W f»rt) /«•• And jh,,>vas not done mtMitaJ^ ^ ^ ms) of th e Ccun- 

fift if^JSSi’SlL^ SSL 

**•***"** ° { 

make it good, that he firft give J ^ Kil fdred 0 f the dead man, of both 

“ a day be allowed him to brin d . b bis Mothers. In cafe thefe eigh- 
« forts, twelve by his Fathers fide, and f by h J ^ him who firft complained 
“ teen will take the matter upon them, tog - fe curity with a Sword, 

“ and afterward find fureties, \vl , , Then muft he that killed the 

“ cannot make good wingage that lie was juftly flain, and as 

“ man give iecurity, and '‘"‘l„" ' the ilwamongft fuch Malcfaflours. And 
“ a Thief juftly Jy«. . ac X t Theft o Robtey, and how he was flain. If it 
“ firft, he mutlfliew in wtatTI f > j u(Uceand Judge, and pro- 

« appear that he was taken alive, let mm isu c , , J . hich Per i 0 ns, if they 

« rluce his lawfull Witneffes out of the Ne.ghbourhoou^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

“ warrantee that Juftice was rqn y ^ their complaint fliall forfeit 

“ led him fliall he acquitted: and thole tnat man ^ ;f mllke it out 

“ their ingagement as to the Judge!; 1 ^ ^ his obli tio „ to the 

“ that he wasunjuftly flam, he tnat is r j g ht: then fliall the 

« JufticeoftheBifliop, and find to ms tor norng pro g, ffion t0 be ma de 

“ Juftice of the Bifliop <> Stole, and Clerks to their Sur- 

“ with a Pried, habitedman Allbe Maiap ,^ C andlefticks and Incenfe-pot, with 
“ plices, with Holy-water anda Cr , ^ of the dead having taken his 

“ Fire and Inccnfe going before, an i tQ t h e church, where Mafs being 

« Body up, fliall put it on a ^. iere, ^ f J[ t w lhall Inter him as becomes a , ^ od At . 

“ faid for him, and other p Javs jhallhe that killed him pay to the Bifliop £/i ikm 
« ChrKlian. another be- 4 r emne 

“ tte r e ^r-ed *$. fChS) “'other asaThief, andthethird, beeanfeC,w 

11 S“„ a ve fecurity to acquit himfelf but could not. c 37 . D , vjiirm», vfurmu «f. 

S The thirty feventh Article or Chapter, tells us that Mt Edtuard , s K „, h « 

® tn rpma u, in any part of his Kingdom. And if anyw ctiama fj U ibusinloch ribued,cm,Goi 

Z 7 Z have exaaed Vfury, be was to forfeit all his defend> proDmm Godforb,d. 

convitted to have exacie j /> ft knQW t h at he 

EJlate , and be ^ tl ] e p reHC h King, while he 

f^p foiourned that Vfury was the root of all Vices. ^ ^ emft ,ombm five fidejuf■ 

ike care it were not done A to Lord came or fame other 

the thing with what beknged to b ht P any thing without thefe circumflances, 

that would warrantee him. f jf & Afterward the Juftice tvas to en ‘ 

he fhould forfeit it ^othe mfr & \ u tnm% vilage, or Hundred 

quire by the lawfull men a„d j J r q-f e be was, and whether ever he was 

Lere the buyer dwelt , of whait nmme f f ms Mano f good 

charged with any other mfdemeanour. If it was affirm „/>«*, 


C hap. II. Cntemp. mib tie ~S t7M«uSr~7^- 

could, ftmld tell who, and where he was: whereupon the 7uftic7(houlde’ 
him tobringhim to Tryal; and if 4 : e could not befound hefhould letjlT'l c 

Hie thirty ninth and lafl farther acquaints us, that whereas it is faid that no man, Em ^ ri ' 
fhould buy any quick Cattel without fureties ; The Butchers of the CitL -St 7 

whom the ^ called FlefbJgers, ^ 

l ra U ?’ R M and I e,1 i hem ’ as in the death o/ca S 

their life confided. Moreover, the Citizens, Townfmen, and the multitude 

C | d °iu ^? r t * leur Cuftoms, that about Martinmas, they were wont to buv Cattel in 
the Market, to kill againft Chriftmas. Great murmuring las there amon "ft d e 
Rople, by reafon ot this Law. Wherefore I am of opinion, faith our Writer 
tnat as m other Aflembhes, if the queftion had been put yea or W thev wS 
have anfwcred the latter, and if you had been prefent/you^ flSrfd have hell 
private murmunngs as well as clamours and noife of the tumultuous Peol e There 
iorethe King thought fit not totake away fiom them thefe Cuftoms Sat ull 

gataing^^fnSysMfk«? ndCOnf ‘ d “ lti0n ° f the ^ 

-Vi Ttafe are they which hear the Name of the Laws of King Edward the 

W ? f od f than Uw ;> being Notes or Comments made upon his Laws bv 

■ mented on m this manner. For indeed thefe Laws were laid robe the UwsofX 
Confeflour alter the Neman Revolution, not fcecaufe he made or exidled hm 
obferved them, as the Monk of Malmesbury tells us One of thole Vint- V 
Canute enadfed, or rather revived with fimfe other ^ drcSie 

tlr, e f°T C I y ° rd j mt ' d by King Alfred, commanding every ofhve tdehe 
yean old to le oared mu feme Century rnd Tithing, Bratton afeibes to thi/nt 
writing that this was enjovned by the Law of Edward the ConfetTaur «,? , 

deS° anT fi NOt f t‘“ fe a ? Ils you > that thofe La «‘ s °f St- fdLrd io^much 
defired, and at length obtained from the Conquerour, were invented andmnft; 

Lw aflw tl T 0fK ! 3S Ed l ar ' his Grandfather* but S hXh thev r^e 

ButafKfthMIw y ^ J 7 eatS ’ d T gthe Rei 8 nso f the fucceeding Princes 
But attei that King Edward came to the Crown by the Counfel of his Raronf S 

revived, repaired, adorned and confirmed this Law, and being confirmed ir \ ^ 
caUed the Law of King Edward, not that he firft’imlaS,^^but when ft S 
been laid afide and quite forgot, from the time of his Grandfather Edw for rh» 

*£& ^T^isiswrtiai Lzi 

rv^rlrr J- S r an ^ one whofe memory the People reverenced and 

Rci,utation hehad »* rfW 

iMmmm 
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of giving the Reader the of thofe times, that had it 

could, hath transported us. Sofc“* s a ofour Anceftours could have been 

not been for thefe Laws, very Httteof . ff ^J meswe mee tin them feveral things 
difcovered,and thence it is n > nerfedtly to be underftood. For the main 

that are obfcure, OT /'^ KnSS of the Saxon Antiquity, tte 
they do very much contribute to the Knotv.eo6 fc and ^ hnmonr a „ d 

Nature of the Government with the confequence in things Hiftonoal. 

temper of the People, matters § s p- jf u |l m an will know both die kind 

By the Nature and Force of theMedicinc a xamnm are the Medi . 

and violence of the Difefe, ™“f S h„ *“«neral Current of thefe Laws, 

Theft the c i n cs which are prefcnbed in the Law . y f urety ihip and Punifhments, as 
which run againll Theft for pre^nttonbo* by Srnet imp be ^ 

we hinted before, the gen<^ “inatmnrf the: Be,ijue ^ ^ ^ ^ 
covered. But whereas the The , wben ftoln, this thereby is hinted to us, ■ 
and fucli care is taken for purfumg the of the Anckents chiefly and princi- 

tliat the Wealth of out Saxon An > ^ other Goods or Houlhold fluff 

Tile Weil* pally confided in Cattel, Gold ‘ . tbe f e da y S nor fome Ages after 

of price and value, being not fo ordinary in tneieuay , t, onr 

to “- as in fucceeding times ThereforW^^ond, whochanged 
Kings themfelves were fo paid till the tune c iJMgt ^ fhe word 

the Cullome. And m thewrttuigof thofe re for ex/fation ex- 
Tecunia , quick Goods or Cattel are o . • r Reads or Capita , wasfra- 

prefled, fometimes by Vwa ? e f unt “' » capitalia which fignified Goods mo- 
med the word Capital, Capita^ Cap / , C£ ^ ^ things> and 

vcable or immoveable, fome ™/;l nd g chattels • but originally Beafts or quick 
what we Engltfh nffw tenn Catalh a nd Chatty d of which as we 

Goods. But no farther than to thofe 

fSffl UmtTrl, thofe being fufficient if not mote than fofBcent to 

T,„ ", havefeen 

Subftdiei, Re- their Laws and otherwife, for the ^ te " nd p ro fi ts the Rings enjoyed. 

rX oft. admonilh the Bade. to nto. jto toenues ^ ^ 

Kings. Befides their own Demem-Lands, ne may •' Theil for Danegeid 

Danegeid. the way of Mul&s, fo frequent y occurring , And for military Ex- 

that much money they received yearly from tteFc^■ ^ People>wh ich 

peditions both by Sea and Land, they , .. . g befides the knowledge and 
Ueregeld. they called Heregdd. By ufe among 6 ft the 

valuation of the Provinces, contains ve y irony pre f c & ri ption 

Contribution Englijh Saxons ) it appears that feve it was a Cuftome at War- 

money. t0 * a ' rd Nava l Preparations As to £ nd him either four Boat- 

«**, if theRingwentby And the 

fwanes ( Sea Souldiers or ^ or Sea, ferved 1 after the 

City of wh r n T anH ma The threeTownsof Barnefable, Lydeford zndTot- 

Rate of five Hides of Land. The Qlocefter paid fix and thirty 

** P^ c afmuch i Rods fiLd to make Nads for the Ring’s 

Dicres of Iron, and an Hundred iron Enemies bv Sea, fent him four 

Ships. Loicotlor, if the Kmg went egmft "^ies.. At Urn in Sof- 

Horfes to Undo *^ hun d r ed^nd twenty feven Burghers at 
fix , KingfiW tta^Cfonteltour MU an^ butfent othersito guard 

his fervice, who if the Kin S.^f. nt rTc f fv mari 0 f w hat Countrey foever he 

tlVd"men^ ife » Jg « ' 

Hundred Burghers, enjoyed many or this way in their own Barges 

the Ring’s Ambafladours, whenfoever they came^ ^ ^ ^ furyey of 

along that River, and eondufl J®? 1 in e nt Town s paid money to the King 

England, fufficientlyis Alderman of the Shire. As 

™ foywithaLeamed man that we cannot 
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find that the Saxon Kings had any collected after the modern manner. But they SedlTT^ 
had many Cuftoms whereby they levied money of the People, or perfonal fer- * 

vice as we have already faid, and toward the Building and repairing of Cities, s P l!m - Glo f 
Caftles and Bridges (_ as we have feen in their Laws) which they called Burgbbote voc, f“ h f ,dinm - 
and Briglote. The Danegeid being impofed upon Hides of Land, it was after¬ 
wards called Hidagium, and this Name remained afterward upon all Taxes and 
Subfidies impofed upon Lands, for money wasalfo impofed upon Cattel, but then 
another lt was ca ^ ec ^ Homegeld. When the Normans came in they called both thefe forts, 

Taxes! er fometimes according to the Latin and Greek word Taxes; and fometimes according 
to their own word Tallagium from tallier to cut or divide , and fometimes accor¬ 
ding to the word ufual beyond the Seas, Auxilia and Subjidia. The Conque- 
rour had thefe kinds of Taxes, and made a Law for the manner of levying 
them. 

Their cuf- 16 z. Of their Polity and Laws we have faid enough. Their Cuftoms as of all 
tom, ‘ other Nations, partly proceeded from their Laws and Polity, or were adjuncts 
Difpofitions. of them, and partly from their natural Difpofitions and Tempers. Their Di£ 
pofition, as we formerly ihewed, was very fierce and warlike before Profperity and 
Idlenefs betrayed them to effeminate Courfes. By the conftitution of their Go¬ 
vernment, they'were to appear all once a year in Arms, which gave occafion 
to the Maflacre of the Danes in the time of Ethelred, which cultome rendred 
!md courage t * lern ex P erc and valiant by way of ufe and exercife. But a natural Courage 
' they required in their Children while yet but Infants, and as the Eagle is faid 
to try her young ones by letting their Eyes and Faces againft the Sun, fo thofe 
of Eaft England tried the Magnanimity and Courage of their Babes by another 
The trial of Experiment though of a more ordinary and homely Nature. “They were wont 
fints! heirIn " “ to f et t ^ iem UP 0 ! 1 the thatcht Tides of their Houfes, and fuch of them as were a- 
“ fraid and hung timoroufly or cried for fear of falling, they pronounced would 
“ bepufillanimous and Cowards; but fuch as laid fall: hold of the Straw, clung fall 
“ to the Thatch, and fearlefs would endeavour to fecure themfelves, with great 
“ Acclamation they predi&ed, that they would be Stoutheres , as their term was, 

“ or valiant,magnanimous or courageous Lords. 

Theircompu- 1 6\. The ordinary way of their Reckoning or Supputation of times was by 

tat ion of time. Winters, polfibly for this reafon at firft in barbarous times, becaufe the memory 
of lharp and fevere weather, as of all other things which fmart, make a ftronger 
impreflion in the memory. And as they preferred Winter before Summer in their 
Reckoning, fo alfo Night before Day, which cuftome we ftill retain ufing thefe 
words, a Sennight and Fortnight fox Seven Nightsj and Fourteen Nights moreufuaUy 
than feven days,or fourteen days,even as Tacitus writes of the old Germans, their way Nec j iermn 
Their year*, of Computation. Their year was two fold, natural and civil. Their natural year numerumut 
they meafured not as other Nations by the Sun, but the Moon, beginning it fed mat. 
when foe was at the full after the Autumnal Aiquinodrial, when the greateft 
Tides ufually fall out, and hence this Month they called by the Name of Win¬ 
ter filleth. For the Reader muft know, that their twelve Months they equally 
denominated ; fix from Summer and fix from Winter, but began the year with 
the firft winter Month, which they accounted Ottoler to be, for in the days of 
Beda, the Autumnal Full-moon fell in this Month, and thereupon the beginning 
of the Saxon year was fetcht from thence, although Pofterity to fix it at fome 
certain and remarkeable time, fetled themfelves upon Michaelmas Day, a Day ftill . 

obferved as the beginning of the year, both as to Officers, and the letting and 
hiring of Grounds (the Fruits of the foregoing Year being now gathered in, and 
feed time arrived for the following ) in many if not molt places of the Land. 

The Civil year they derived from the five and twentieth of December or Chrift- md«< 
mas Day, the Night whereof they terined Modranett or the Night of Mothers, 
from fome Ceremonies by Matrons then ufed, and whereas they thus began the 
year before their converfion to Chriftianity, we may imagine it was out of re- 
fpedt to the winter Solftice or the Full-moon thereof, for in the Days of Julius 
Cafar, the Solftice fell on that Day. 

Their Months 164. As their Years fo their Months were either Civil or Lunary. The later 
ofthem Name * ^ ort were t ^^ rteen fo Number, for every year. The former were twelve for 
em ‘ three ordinary years together, and in the fourth a thirteenth was added by way of 
Embolifm, and placed at the end of Summer; but by the&muft alfo, whatever 
Beda and others write, be meant Lunary Months; for had either a folar or 
lunar Month been added to a civil or folar Year, the year would thereby have 
fwollento three hundred ninety five, or three hundred ninety three days, which 

would 
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Sect. 12 would wonderfully have perplexed the feries of times. Now to come to the 
Names of their Months, and begin with the firft Circle, or thofe of Winter; we 
are told by Verftegan, that their Month anfwering to September, they called Gerft 
monat from Barley , which by that Month commonly yielded was anciently cal¬ 
led Gerft, the later Name of Barley, being given unto it by reafon of the drink 
therewith made, called Beer , and from Beerleyh it came to be Berleyh, and fo 
Barley. But notwithftanding what this Authour writes, 

yet in our ancient Saxon Monuments ordinarily, this Grain Beretun hodie Barton vim Har¬ 

is called Bere, and thence ieveral Names of Places derived, 
and fo indeed from the Grain the Name came to be tranf- 
terred to the Liquour, as from the place of growth to the grain it felf, for Ba¬ 
re ley or Bereleyb, fignifies the Ley or Ground where the grain of Bere did grow. 

September was otherwife called alfo Haligemonat. That which anfwered to Octo¬ 
ber had the Name of Wynmonat, for albeit they had not anciently Wines made 
in Germany, yet at this feafon they received them from the Countries adjoining. 

But, as we laid before, this Month they alfo called Winter filleth. That we 
call November , they termed Wintmonat or Windmonth , it being then the Cuftome 
of Mariners to Jhrowd themfelves at home till bluftering March was over, but 
wherefoeVer Verftegan picked this up we have it from better Teftimony, that 
this Month was called Blotmonath or the Month of Immolations, becaufe fuch 
Cattel as were to be facrificed they now devoted to their Gods. He tells us 
farther, that December had his due appellation given him in the Name of Win¬ 
ter monat , or Winter month, but that after the Saxons received Chriftianity they 
then out of devotion to the birth-time of Chrift termed it by the Name of He- q £o1 
ligmonat or Holy month. But Beda writes that our Saxons called December geo i a ^ 
by the Name of Firft Giuli, as January by that of Later Giuli, for thefe Names tepaijeol 
were taken from the turning of the Sun, in refpedt to which December precedes & hoc a je- 
January, though ordinarily accounted the laft of all. Hence came the Feaft ofol&en redde- 
the Nativity or Chriftmas, happening at this time to be called Geol, as it is by \ e u r £^ 
King Alfred, and in the Northern parts of England, as well as in Scotland, the nu m yield) ut 
G being turned into T as is ufual, it is yet known by the Name of Teol or Toulftoidem jit 
as by the Danes it is termed jhi. ^pjiuht fj- 

feu verfatilis quod Sol jam ad autumnale delapfus fee in auftrum fublevat, vide Spelm. Glojf. de Amo Saxomim. 

t6 ,\ But to take along with us what Verftegan, writes of each Month* 
he tdis us that January was called Wolfe monat or Wolfe month, becaufe People 
are wogt always in that Month to be in more danger to be devoured of Wolves 
than in any feafon elfe of the year; for that through the extremity of Cold 
and Snow, thofe Ravenous Creatures could not find of other Beafts fufficient to 
feed upon. Concerning February he adds, that they called it Sprout Kele, by 
Kele meaning the Kelewurt, which we now call Colemrt, the greateft Pot-wuri 
in time long paft that our Anceftours ufed, and the Broth made therewith was 
thereof alfo called Kele. For before we borrowed from the French the Name oj 
rotate, and that of Herb, the one in our own Language was called Kele, and 
the other Wurt: and as this Kele-mrt, or Pot age-herb, was the chief Winter 
Wurt for the fuftenance of the Husbandman, fo was it the fir ft Herb that in this 
Month began to yield out wholfome young Sprouts, and confequently gave there¬ 
to the Name of Sprout-kele. But from Beda we are allured that the Old Saxons 
called February by the Name of Solmonath, as the Month of Cakes, which in it they 
offered to their Gods. The word Saoul indeed of Old to the Teutonick Nations 
ficxnjfied Meat, and Hill it is ufed in the French Language for one who is 
filled with Meat, or efpecially Drink. But here Beda interprets it of Cakes, 
which the Idolatrous Jews arefaidto have Offered to the Queen of Heaven; ferem.'j.i:. 
probably theSun, which in the Hebrew is of theFeminine Gender. And the Ger¬ 
mans (as Tacitus witnefleth) Worlhipped alfo the Sun, and flill ufe the fame Gender. 

166. Thefe were the Months belonging to the Winter Courfe. Of thofe of 
the Summer Semicycle the firfl was that anfwering to March, which (as Ver- 
(leoan fays) they called Lentt-monat, or according to our prefent Orthography 
Umth-month, becaufe at this Seafon the Days firft begin in length to exceed 
the Nights This IVfcnth being by our Anceftours fo called when they recei¬ 
ved" Chriftianity, arid confequently therewith the Ancient Cutiome of Fading, 
they called this Chief time of Falling the Fall of Lent, becaufe of the Lent! 
monat whereon the greateft part of the Duration of this Fafting always fell, and 
hereof it cometh that we now call it Lent , it being rather the Fall of Lent, 


though the former Name of Lentt monat be long fince loft, and the Name of 
March borrowed inftead thereof. But though (as he writes) this Name be loft 
Jong fince, yet there’s another mentioned by Beda, which having a more an¬ 
cient Original, feems alfo to have ccafed long before it. For the Saxons 
(as he witnefleth ) termed this Month by the Name of Read monath, from 
their Goddefs Rheda, to which they Sacrificed at this time of the year. What 
Goddefs this was, neither Tacitus, nor Ccefar, nor Diodorus do tell us ; but the 
Saxon w’ord Read fignifying Council, probable it is Jhe thence received the Name, 
that as (Tacitus writes) the Germans were wont to Confult at the beginning 
or Full of the Moon, and confequently at the Full Moon of this Month, held 
their great Confultations for the year enfuing. For (as Sir Henry Spelman 
well obferves) Pliny demonftrates the Moon to be moft potent at the Aiqumoc- 
tials, and therefore March and September have been efteemed as moft fit for liich 
Confultations. 


167. To the Month of April anfwered that which they called by the Name 
of Ofter or Eofter monath, from their Goddefs Eoftre, as moft write, whofe Fefti- 
val they now obferved. Some call her Goder, and yet fhe was fuppoied 
to caufe the Winds (which by ancient Obfervationswerefoundin this Monrh) 
moft commonly to blow from the Eaft. Now Eaft iti the Teutonick is Oft, 
as Oft end, which rightly in Englifh is Eaft end, hath that Name for the Eaflern 
fituation of it, as to the Ships it appears which through the narrow Seas come 
from the Weft; fo that Ofter feems the true writing, and Gofter to have crept 
in by way of miftake. But by a prophane Cuftome hath this Heathenilh Name 
been applied to the moft facred Feftival of Chriftianity, fo hard is it to oblite¬ 
rate old Manners and Habits; though fome there have been who interpret the 
word concerning the Refhrredion, and thence in the Teutonick call it Cofern, 
which fome ancient Copies of Beda do favour, calling it Coftur, and not Eofter. 

But in Saxony the Feaft is called Oftern at this prefent, which hath near affinity 
with ours and their Ofter Monath. The pleafant Month of May they termed by 
the Name of Trimilki, becaufe in that Month they began to milk their Kine 
three times a day, fuch being it feems of old the fertility of Britain, or of Ger¬ 
many, out of which this Nation came into the Ifland, though no fuch fruitfol- 
nefs now appears in either Countrey that we know of However on the eighth 
day of this Month Beda placeth the beginning of Summer. To June (as Ver¬ 
ftegan will have it) they gave the Name of Weyd Monat, becaufe their Beafts 
did then Weyd in the Meadows, that is to fay, go to feed there. For a Meadow 
in the Tiutonick is called a Weyd, and of Weyd we yet retain our word Wade, 
which we underhand of going through watery places, fuch as Meadows are wont 
to be. But Beda writes, that June in Saxon was called Erralida, Lida fignify- 
mg fair or navigable, as the Seafon is pleafant and fit for Navigation both in 
June and July, whereupon June they termed Lida Era or Lida the firft, and 
July Lida after or Lida the fecond. Verftegan writes, that July was called 
Hen Monat or Hay Monat, that is to fay, Hay Month, becaufe theteid they ufu- 
ally Mowed and made their Hay-harveft. And Auguft they termed Arn Monat, or 
more rightly Barn Monat, intending thereby the then filling of their Barns with 
Corn. But from Beda it appears, that Auguft in Saxon was called Weod, or 
Wend Monat (not Wenden Monath, as fome Copies corruptly have it) from Cockle 
which then doth moft abound. He ufes Cockle as a fpecies to exprefs the genui 
,for which the Latin Tongue hath no proper word ; but the Saxon folly expre£ 
feth it by that of Weod, as we ftill at this day by Weeds, thereby fignifying all 
forts of harmfull or unprofitable Herbs. ° 

• 168. To this Account of the Saxon Months and Year, we {hall onely add 
fome Cuftoms which we cannot but obferve out of Ingulphus, and fo difmifs 
tins almoft tedious Siibjed. Firft he tells us it was the Cuftome of the Englifh, 
that when any one was to be Confeerated to Warfare, the Evening preceding 
die day of his Confecration he ffiould corifefs his Sins with Contrition and 
Compundlion, t° a Biftiop, Abbat, or fome MOnk or Prieft; by whom being 
Ablolved, he mould continue in the Church all night, giving himfelf to Pray- 
^ ■Afflidtion. On the Morrow, being about to hear Mafs, he. 
ihourd Offer his Sword upon the Altar, which being Blefled, after the Gof- 
pel, the Prieft fiiould put about the Neck of the Souldier with his Benedidtion: 
then having communicated, he ffiould be accounted and 

remain a lavvfoll Souldier. This cuftome of Con (derating .. Time confecrandi miUtis eanfietudi- 
a Souldier (Miles he terms him) the Normans afterward lp t imm,&”! 

X x abomi- 
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abominated, not accounting fuch an one a lawfull Soul- 

f. t7ondy Sl Sis a B SSS 

“*>f making Writings 

l' rontrads which till the time of King Edward were „v. Ad wganififty tf ««« 
ot Contracts, wmcn Snhfcriottons of credible «/ conduhmem mtu foiummcjo » » 

wont to be confirmed by the Sublcrmtio &»&» mititam confer ,/*«. Ada.ur; M 

Perfons, together with the fliapeof Golden Crotles, ana fg[ennita} adhi beJa. 
other facred Manners of Signature, the con¬ 
demning, gave to thefe Chtrographa the ^ame of Cba , ^ one , $ particu . 

and confirmed thefe Charts by impreflions of Wa *™ Stfent at theAdion. 
lar Seal, and the Atteftation of three o j j^ out h alone without 

Their manner At faft m ariy PoflefTions werepafled over y | Horn or Cup of the 

££ r " S Scrip or Scroll, onely with theSwmd ,■ ** Jfomewith a/Arrow. 

Owner many Tenements ^ ? r which (hortly 

This was the Cuftome at the firft coming ^ QW Normans abo- 

after was abfolutely changed. After t , . .’ j He a dds, that they 

minated EM Ordinan¬ 

ce ofT'fi^Kiu^'^ handled in 

i^p.^What^/^M^^odie Cuftome of the 

. and Lombards, went ^ tSt ftyle is turgid, af- 

ny forts of Epiftles aswe have of Charter^ or more, « «*m ^ ^ ^ 

Conceflion, Confirmation, an1 many o _ > w . ^ though our Authourfays it 
Their non- «//«. As to the manner of tht i# ««“& ' S ,Conqueft, yet 
„,,»f »n- was new laid afide, and the Freed, brought mu: theu« ^ by dl in,™, *- 

- very well iuftmc- 

Saxons and Mercians _tillthetjmeoi n, fais time it was ufed mall 

p£ 

£S3iiS 

"upon this- Subjea laid 

r 7 o. I( time the Sra» Charaflers were not fo much 

together, that from Ring "V . , __„ rs f ro m vety many Monuments 

ul& as ^ (whereof fome in the 

yet extant afwell of Civil as tc ■ time of Ring Alfred, and to be feen 

Latin Tongue .“./iiC ihrbv nf the Univerfity ot Cambridge, and the private or 
both in the publick Library _J notw i t hitanding what the Con- 

inner Library of Corpus dr,ft, and Charafler 

querour and the other Norm g ^ Multitude notwithftandtng all 

continued mufq, riiofe till g b | ^ writes in another place Cat the 
oppofition. Theiefore as mis m/ liam the Conquerour was for- 

very end of his HiltoryJ as to b & Edward the Confeffour m the 

ccd to any one by ignorance ihould offend againft them. - Amli ,j„ 

AnTat for the Ctorato,’ it fo long continued, that out Londoniis <« 

melon iwn.ij- 

«***•**”• 


CtfAP.If.~ ^ 

of time. Pubiick'lnfcriptimiralfo^wer^rrwde^in^efeClmrafter^as Sc». 7s 

p ^dsxntsssr ssssrSgw’a s ~ 

Conquerour and his Norman SuccefTours did continued ^i 1 ™’ T fl * tever the 

ft belidd, with the Romm Charaaers. And this is obfervabfe thatdmftV*' 1 ’ 
Charaders were borrowed by the Irijb. , feveral raott ancient Rnnbc“J T- 
tton are found written therewith, though in their own Language as I have f^' 

And not long lince if not at prefent, afthough they retard di? fenfr of S'"' 
own words and their own way of pronunciation vet in wJ2L ^ [ , th f r 

Saxon Letters. That this Communication firft happened when KeT 
the Englifh Saxon Church there was great entercourfe betwivt r ^ nCy of 
Learned Perfons of both the Scotch and Englifh Nations is moft So£w 1 ^ ^ 

ttte Treatife upon this Subjedl, which weSo but °?? a aD en ‘ 

fetch’d and derived from the Greek, is fome bvS„ of foSr y r° Jc "d not 
do imagine, though the nearnefs of the People^rSt 
Greeks in Afia and Thrace might nrocm-P fnm» r' Ugtlt - k - y Woden to the 

hath 

Native Language, another Branch of the fame ftock coud S nnrhJ£- a a 
outfendeavouring to abolifh this alfo where thev fni’indif, n0t - be . f s ® e ? Wlth ’ 
fedations. For the greateft alteration made in it h?i lt L Unm J* t w y tJl tIieir af- 
French, both which People were Teutonick and Sp^ 11 hyN ° rmns and 
fpake but different Dialeds of the fame Tonsue S ^ ^ in Ga/l 
Latinmirnrcs, and what thou fpeaS, Reader is Ml a W 1 * nd 

Language efpecially the fhorteft W 9 rds and Monofvllab es P Rv ff 
thou haft loft Multitudes of fuch i a > By thefe Mixtu res 

FeMher very gay onely becaufe it is not thine owl. if Lehl *tj ^Vj 

& - feif 5 Jhf owTptoes"" rllng*ge a E^ e fS 

Compared \ n c ° m P ann § our ancient Englifh Saxon with that rpmainrW c v 

"ith the anci- ”° w ^P e ak- I cannot yet but take notice of nnr> t-hmrr ^ at ^ emai , n<aer °fwe 

«S i R?,S 

Syllabic urn, or merely Expletive, as y and i have mnr! augmentum, or 

our Poets, for the increafing efpecially with 

iike. The Low Dutch according to their ** } c tM} andthe 

Piration, ufe to put an b toTaud ' vith Af * 

lo infinite,- but for a few Becoana* th™ , ?#?* j nIlances in this kind were al- 

tiZfiT&Gehttff* 

heard, Ceruere ,'c meet, G^JpZJ?£* 

X x Z the 
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the like. We have now quite left off the Gc, and where we retain this Augment 
we ufe it in Be, as Hill we fay for Geleafe belief, Gecomen become, fo we Hill fay, 
befpeak bethought, and feveraf others. It were tedious here to make Obfervati- 
ons of other Alterations introduced by time and foreign Commerce, and not hard 
to trace them down by degrees to fuch as underfland the Sa*o» Tongue, and are 
converfant in the Writings of Chaucer , Litigate and others that wio.te nearer to the 
Conqueft. An entire Volume of this might be made, and the Reader in a bulinefs 
of his own Countrey may himfelf takeLome pains or expeft an account from the 
Learned Authour of the Original of the Englijh Nation. I Ihall now onely far¬ 
ther obfer.ve that the Conquerour took not lo much care to deftroy this Language 
(which his own Anceftours fpake for the frbflance before they came into France) Sum in fi. 
but the Englijh our AnceHours however Conquered were as carefull to preferve it, Xfcfi 
to which end in feveral Monafleries, particularly in that of Tavijloke in Devonfbire majoribrnnof. 
Lectures were read of it, and certain Perfpns were appointed to proiels it, even as mmaii. 
long, or well nigh as long as thefe Monaftenes continued. Had this courfe Hill been Zleffp 
oblerved the Antiquities of our Nation with many things which now lie hidden and ma fimt, in 
abftrufe, might have been much more, known, and fome Hop might have been put g* 
to this giddy humour of defpifing all words, as well as Fafhions and other things, j ingm Jc / en _ 
Without confideration, merely becaufe they are not foreign oe new. tih faW 

dm ( cumali. 

•it Cmmunicando) ad poftern nanfmittcrent. Q^od quidrn in Canobio maniafium Tavefiokenfi in Comitatu Deyoni<e, 0 
rndtis aliis-conventicntis {mph memarik) receptitm fuit, credo m_ ejus/emonit peritijb ob iwgtuetnfijemam penirn oL 
folefieret.' Math. Paricm in Praf. ad tjift. Atfredi. 
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BOOK II. * 

Of the Confiantinopolitan Roman Empire. 


CHAP: I. 

F TJt P Tu°!7, ° f Nice ph°r u s, to tbe Death of 
leo the Phtlofopher. J 

The fpace of one Hundred Tears. 

Emperou/ 0 {" ^Genfra^ifc // e ^ e< ^ as r> e | lave Nicephorus the Patritian and 

DCCCJI. *■ ° f Charks the Great > Em P er °ur of the ? WeH, A. D. 
fntc T he day af " ter J 1IS Prom otion, knowing Irene to be poflefled of erent 
SS'S”" difc °W of them, after’“hidf he^lSfd'he^andVherSfLf’'*'"? d 

— s 

s?-Sd“efe : s u f '^ dof 4** “ & 

<ot feveral U placet of 

for 
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' ~ ibr Relief of the Poor and Aged, and done many other ACts of Piety, as our 

Hiftorians deliver-— who much admire her, and as much deteft Nicephorus, 
upon what ground it’s eafie enough to conjecture. She being gone, he betook 
himfelf in the fame manner of Addrefs to her blind Son, pretending great kind- 
nefs to him, and receiving him. into-his own Houfe, out-of hope to flatter him 
aides cm- int0 a betraying alfo of more TrCafure; and his, flattery had fuch influence upon 
for rn-tftantine bein°- a Man of d light and heedlefs temper, that he difeovered to him 
tSST ?SSw°as hW ih the %gma, a place fo called fromjjt.: femickcular * 
aure. This obtained, he negleCted him as he had done his Mother. And before 
*1 • I„n- j-v 0 f Abril Nicetas TriphySius , by whofe flout endeavours 

^^hehXbLined the Diadet/e, he fo far rewarded for his good deeds, as to take 
iws, hi* p*o- i i ut of this miferable world by poifon. . .. . 

Sr hC !All Writers now extant generally affirm him a cruel, griping and covetous 

-Man. Glycas calls him a Man greedy pf (laughters, the flave of gold, and abfo- Altra '.p m .^ 
is very cove- j llte ly another Midas; writes farther, thathe fet toTale places of Magiftracy, and 
«*>• ever ffiewed a four and angry countenance to the People, except any brought 
him Gold; then would he appear very gentle and gratious. Upon the City of 
H,ds the Conftantinople he laid an heavy Tribute, under pretence of repairing dieir ojd 
] D,£m decayed Walls called Dicer atm, • from tvvo. Ceratta, which were paid. The dif- 

fatii&MMedamongflthePeople, one Bardanes or Bar^^m^turk^ nfijufi - 

certain Duke of the Eaft, imagined to give fufficient mcouragement to his Ambi cgntinet . 
don which fo far carried him as to aftedt the Empire, and living at Philmehum, 
he made known his purpofe to a certain Monk, who wa? efteemed to have the c«W 
oift of Prophecy, Leo the Amenta.n being privy to the matter. The Monk 
told him thatif he went about to make himlelf Emperour, he fhould loofe both 
hfa Eftate and Life: with which anfwer ashe was going away forrowfull, and rea- 
dyto take Horfe, the Monk calling his eyes upon his Attendants, called him 
back who expeding now he would fay fomethmg that would better pleafe him, 

Sly returned. He told him the fame tali oyer again he had formerly heard, 
affirming that if he were Emperour, either by his own feetang, or by having 
it put ufon liim, he Ihould loofe both his Eyes and Fortunes. But he added, that 
of thofe his Attendants* the firft and fecond fliould obtain the Diademe, and the 
third Ihould be. declared Emperour, but fliould prefently perjlb without ever attain¬ 
ing to his Aims. But for all this, whenin feme placesfeditions were unfed byryfon 
np« »hkb o/the exaftions of mo'fhom, they chofe him Emperour at OM I «- 
Bardanm t j w illin<riy or unwillingly he accepted of it on the nineteenth day of July. Jhcopk 

^ Now did Uo and Michael forlake him, and went over to Nicephorus r, who prefer¬ 

red die one to the Command of the Confederate Forces, and the other to be Cap¬ 
tain of the Counts Troop; onely Thomas remained with him, and for his fake 
Jlmnned no Enterprize, how dangerous foever. But Bar damns, either terrifiedby 
the predictions of the Monk, or, as our Writers fay, -abhorring that a Civil War 
fliould rife upon his account, fent to Nicephorus to beg pardon upon promife of 
e lit afterward* which he departed to Cataholium, and in the Monaftery of Heraclm, received 
is fhaven. t i ie Tonfure. P The Emperour fent after him to come to Constantinople, under fhew 
of kindnefs, but in the way, in the Ifland Prote (or the Firft Ifland ) where he 
had built a Monaftery, by Order of the Emperour, hisEyes were put out by cer¬ 
tain Lycaonians The Emperour pretended he was very forry for the thing, 
p"toutb/the which^by Oath he affirmed done without his know edge or command. But it 
Emperour’* we mav believe Cedrenus, he never (wore truly in his Lite. , 

ordci- ' 4 . Nicephorus, having thus fecured himfelf from Bardantus, refolved farther to 

eftablifli his Houfe, by Crowning Emperour his Son Stauraci us, a Man neither in 
SMHr^riiisBodyor Mind qualified for fuch a Dignity, as ourr Authours 
Son. fetled at homejie made War upon the Arabians ,but with fuch bad fuccefs^that he 

Makes Wav . efcaped taking, being hardly refeued out of the Enemies hands by fome 

tfhH oSSfeR and 6 with lofs and difgrace was conflrained to «m. 

The next year, or the thud of his Reign, being at leifure, he applied hunfdf to 
the building of Towns, as Ancyra in Galatia, together with two others, Theba ^ 
aid 23; But the following Summer he had diverfion enough given him, aWA-i- 
“d hU mind was fufficiently ftartled, by News that Aaron, the taptainof the 
u , . Talim “ad invaded the Roman Territories, with no iewer than three hundred 

tas hUrt”,'" thoufand’Men, and having marched as far as 7 w, there erefted a Molche or 

Houfe to his fuperftition. Many fortified places he took, and a Body of fixty , 
rum,, lutad fent toward Ancyra whichwaftcd aU the^untrev as ,a,r atthat C,m 
, lourexpoitu- tfi ce pjj 0riis gathering together his Forces, took alfo the Field, but 
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“ Arabian too ftrong for him wrote to him a Letter; whereby he taxed him with 
“ injuftice for invading another Man’s Territories, not contenting himfelf with 
“ what was left him by his Father. He demanded by whofe command he did it. 

“ Mahomet his Prophet he faid commanded him to love all Chriftians as his Bre- 
“ thren, Almighty God took care for both, and was not delighted with the 
“ hloud of Man unjuftly filed. He could not come to hurt thofe that did him no 
“ injury, for any want he had of Gold, Silver or other matters, having abun- 
“ dance of pretious things and Rarities of his own; but in cafe any thing he had 
“ would fupply him he would lovingly fend it. He concluded his Letter by put- 
“ ting him in mind that they were both Mortal, and being to die e'er long, 

“ fliould be called before an higher Judge, by whofe award each was to receive ac- 
“ cording to what he had deferved whether good or bad. 
ferns obtain* 6 * 5 ' To this Letter he added confiderable Prefents, by which the Arabian was 
a Peace, fo charmed that lie condefcended to a Peace on thefe terms, That the Romans 
Jhould pay the Arabians a yearly Tribute of thirty thoufand Nomifmata, befides three 
thoufand as Tribute for bis own Head, and as many for that of his Son, and fuch 
Forts as the. Arabians had taken and difmantled Jhould in no wife be repaired. But 
• Aa - on being retreated > Wcephorus rebuilt and reinforced all thefe places which fo 
broken, the" 2 iri J ated the Arabian, that this very year he fent an Army which took Theba, 

Arabian and another by Sea to Cyprus, where it overthrew the Churches, and either kil- 
m.ikesanother ling or driving away the Inhabitants, plundered and wafted the Ifland. The 
£ 4 sr° y ear following he invaded the Ifle of Rhodes , where was taken a great Number 
Territories, of Prifoners, but the Caftle was ftoutly defended by the Garrifon, and the Fleet 
in its return fuffered much damage by an hideous Tempeft, which our Writers at¬ 
tribute to the violence they purpofed to offer to the Relicks of St. Nicholas at My¬ 
ra a City of Lycia in their return. Nicephorus in the mean time was employed in % onam - 
the Marriage of his Son Staur actus, for whom when he looked for a Wife he made Tbeofb ‘ 
MarrysTisSou choice of Theophania the Kinfwoman of the late Emprefs Irene, though fhe was 
to another contracted to another man. To this unjuft aCfc he added the deflouring of two 
Man * wife. mo fl; beautifull Virgins, which fo incenfed the People , that feveral Confpi- 
racies were hatched againfthim, but he iuppreffed them e’er they could produce 
any thing confiderable, and raged cruelly againft fuch as were detected.. Many 
of the Nobility made choice of Arfatius a Queftour and Patritian for their Prince 
but he having finelt out the defign caufedthe Man to be fhaven, and enter into 
Religion, which done, he banifhed him into Bithynia. Of the Confpiratoursfome 
lie put to death, others he banifhed, and of fome he confifcated the Eftates, fpa- 
ring none of what condition foever, whether Bifhops, Monks, or the Officers 
of the Great Church, in thofe times held in great Veneration by 'the Peo¬ 
ple. 


. 6 ’ The y ear lowing being the feventh of his Reign the Bulgarians gave 
him farther trouble, intercepting eleven hundred pounds of Gold wherewith the 
Army was to be paid at Stragmon , and killing the Convoy with its Captain. At 
amak^sar ^ % me t * me Crumus their Prince took Sardtca , and therein put to the Sword fix 
dica. ' thoufand Souldiers, befides Townefmen a little before the Feaft of Eafter. Nice- 
phorus went with an Army againft him, but performed nothing worth the men¬ 
tioning, onely fuch Officers as had efcaped the hands of Crumus he handled fo 
..... roughly, that he conflrained them to revolt to him. Being returned to Conflan- 
£?th!£ ™P° fed . u P°” ttaG'y a Tribute for the repairing of SarJka, 

to be impofed wluc “ vehemently incenfed the People, fo as to call the Multitude into great 
on the People. Tumults, but he ftill had the better of them, and revenged himfelf by Executi¬ 
ons and Banilhments, as he had done before ; and laid upon all the People mofl: 
grievous, heavy, and unheard-of Impofitions. Some of this Wealth obtained by 
make atTin- vlole u nce > wasas violently taken away by the Saracens, who making an Inroad in¬ 
road into the t0 the Roman Territories as far as Euchaita, fell upon Leo the Captain of the Ar- 
Komn Pale, menians as; he was going to pay the Army, and took from him Sixteen Talents, 

, ? u ‘ an , and tbree hundred Pounds, befides the (laughter of a great Multitude 
of his Souldiers. This happened in February, and in July following Nicephorus 
^ nder . took an Expedition againft the Bulgarians, with Stauraciushis Son, at part- 
pedition a-' ing giving order to Nicetas the Patritian and general Logotheta to lay Taxes upon 
gainft theBnl- Churches and Monafteries, with anlmpofition' of eight years upon the Houfes of 
ganans. Noblemen, \vhich caufed great Lamentations in the City. Hereof when he was ad- 
momfhed by Theodofius Salibam a Patritian and the Manager of his Affairs, who 
told him how the People murmured and would be glad he came by any mifehief. 
If God hath hardened mine heart as he hardened PharoahV, what good may my Sub¬ 
jells 
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Seft And he bade him expe^ no altera don of what he^ 

faw at prefenn This protefts he had from Theodojius his own 

Having gathered together the Forces both of the Eaft and the Weft, and con- 
brained many poor men to ferve at their own Charges armed with Slings and 
Staves, with their Curfes and the Curfes of the whole Army he marched into 
Refining Buharin. Crumus having notice of his coming fent to him while he yet lay at 
Marcella to defire Peace, fearing fuch a Multitude as he brought along with him ; 
hm o^comthy hts oin Inclinations, as well as by the Flatteries of thofe about 
him he rejected his Propofals, and on the twentieth day of July about the n- 
fin^ of the Dog-ftar invaded the Countrey, himfelf predicting his own rume for 
he had thefe words often in his Mouth. Who jball go and deceive Aliab ? Whe- 
ther God or the Devil draw me , lam drawn unwilling. And this was accounted an 
ill Omen that before he entred Bulgaria , a much beloved Servant he had, cal- 
kd Bizantms, fled to Crumus from Marcella, carrying away with hun the: Impe¬ 
rial Robe Sd an hundred Pounds of Gold. At firft he faued to have the tet¬ 
ter vet aferibed the fuccefs not to God, but cryed up the Condua and good for- 
„ , Se 5 of Sauracm. Such Commanders as withftood his Progrei* he exceedingly 

threatened and commanded all living Creatures to be put to the Sword, andneg- 
Eg to bury the Bodies of theflain, was onely intent upon Plunder and Booty, 
rmirp nr Palace of Crumus he took and fealedup the Doors thereof as his 
,“”»£or^ C a! S^^fuch ofhisFollowetsasimbezelledany of the Booty he punilhed by 
Crumus ‘heir J the j r garsand other Members. Crumus now again being much out 
^ of heart offered him good terms, on condition he would quit his Countrey. But 
he puffed up Sth hiFfuccefs and adted by covetous defites, was impatient of the 

TO 8 ^Crumus therefore ailed by the more prevalent paffion of defperation, likea 
deteSe man Weed, iuflead of opening a way to the Enemy, blocked up all 
entels and reerefi by Palifado’s, which io affrighted the Emperour that hei prefi- 
nll hiTruta? faying, That if they hadWings they could mt efcape mmrnnt define 
But b over- t™ days alfer Crumus lit upon his Camp, and ftormed it, wherein Afer- 

comc »t lift J JSj? 4,, flain tonether with ail his Officers, and a vail number of Soul- 

m JZ] Theodofm SaUarat^Triphiles, ail 

pfiritians^ JdG Epanhs a Pattitian and Governout of the Eaft s with many 
rmSharii [dLcubitus DomeJHcus, the Captains of the feveral Troops, the 
■*' JP . r’ t Tmnpr'nl Watch the Governour of Lhracia, with the othei Go- 

-»•“>> ta b ken : and f “ 

miserable was the Eflate of the Empire at this day, that the Writer thinks it not 
£ m be underftood by Chriftians, as. exceeding all height of lamentation. The 
Head of NicephoruS he put upon a Pole, and when he thought he had Sufficiently 
Sed i^Tndofcd the Skull in‘Silver and caufed his Nobles man infultmg man- 
expoiea it, mcio Alrlmucxh this dav were made many Widows and Fa- 

therlefs^CHldren ° yet many^ove it^the better, and were foLhing comforted 
wouK incredible, and Sim labo- 


T'Rut cedrems gives us the main of his Accufation in ten Particulars. The 
“ ftft B ' TtatKnftrained his Subjeflsout of all Opattets to remove m- 
to siawuia and afterward fold their former Pofleifions, which th ng 
Z2t £*nothing differed from.» Hoftite (C £ the 

a “y™ and'tteitNeighbours to fcpply tliem with Arms and Money, eighteen 
« E& fa each, and befides pay ifor them ther publtck Taxes, winch *y 
‘' rilled in Greek Allelengium , becaufe for Tribute they were Sponfors o r Sur ^es 
“ Another Ahe third Crime was, That he commanded an account to beta- 
“ ken of every Man’s Eflate, and the Owner accordingly to be taxed ; moreover, 

“ for the Auditour or Accomptant every man to pay (ior every NomifmafathZ 

: tstesssss ,usrssifts a Si 

« Sinai to the Educations of Orphans, and all forts of Hofpitails hauled to 
“ be exacted Smoke or Hearth money , even from the beginning of his Reign. T K . wa> . 
« belt of what belonged to thefe Places hefeized to his own ufe, >et made the ^ ylKU ^,, 


“ pay for what was left, and fome double, though he hadfo emptied thofe Hou- 
“ fes that they were conflrained to remove out of them: His fixth Tyrannical 
“ Pra&ice was to caufe his Officers to take an account of fuch as were grown 
“ fuddenlyRich, and to exa& money from them in fuch manner, as if tliey had 
“ found Treafure. Nay, in the feventh place from fuch as had found but a Bar- 
“ rel or Veflel twenty years before, he would fqUeeze money. His eighth Crime 
“ was, that thofe who received any Inheritances from their Grandfathers or 
<{ Great Grandfathers, he would force to pay fomething to the Treafury, though 
“ the Inheritance had been divided twenty years before; and fuch as bought any 
“ Slaves beyond Abidus, he conflrained to pay for each two Nomifmata,ei\ peci- 
** ally the Inhabitants of Dodecanefum or the City of twelve Iflarids. His ninth 
“ that he made the Mariners and Seamen, efp^cially thofe inhabiting the Maritime 
“ parts of Ajia the lefs, fuch as never were pra&ifed in Husbandry, to buy fuch 
“ grounds as he had taken from other Men, and pay him Rent. In the tenth 
“ place he fummoned all the eminent Seamen of Confiantinople together, and to 
“ each delivered twelve Pounds of Gold, with this burthen, that tor every Nu- 
“ w^ .they fhould pay four Ceratia for ufe, when at the fame time they paid 
* all the other Duties for their Veflels. 


io. Thus much Cedrenus tells us, he delivers by way of Compendium , having 
omitted the manifold Injuries he did both to Perfons of high and low condition 
in the City, being more than can be written, but fuch as thefe. The Slaves of 
Rich men he fuborned falfly to accufe their Mailers, rewarding the Acciifersand 
fleecing their Mailers of their Wealth. So rapacious he grew, that a certain man 
who living in the Forum fold Honey and Wax by Retail, and by his own labour 
and indultry had acquir’d competent Wealth, being fent for he commanded to 
Jay his hand under the Emperour’s Head, and by Oath allure him how much Gold 
he had. He confefled he had an hundred Pounds of Gold, which he caufed him 
lpeedily to bring to him. This being done; to whatpurpofe (faith he) Ihouldft 
thou be at all this trouble l Dine with me, and taking home with thee an hundred 
Numifma's, therewith be contented. He adds, that being much addicted to the 
Manichees, and rejoycing at the difference of Churchmeri, he fcbffed at all Chri- 
llians that loved their Neighbours. His Captains he commanded to ufe Bilhops 
and Clerks no otherwife thafl like Slaves, to make life of their Houfes and all 
their Goods at their pleafufe, deriding thofe that dedicated any thing to Holy 
lues. All Emperours that were before him, he taxed as ignorant in. the Art of 
Government, took alvay Prbvidence, and affirmed that riorie was greater than the 
Emperour if he had . blit the Craft of Government. Such is the Character Cedre¬ 
ms gives us of this Emperour, with whom agrees Zonards as to the fubllance of 
the Charge. . He Reigned eight years and time days, as fome. have it, or as others 
Suurnciut raore Years, eight Months, and fix and twenty days. 

.fucceeds. , 1 . 1 * NieephoriiS being llairi, Stauracius his ScAefcaped .bat with a deadly wound 
received ill his Neck, and iri his Litter came to Adridnople, where by flie endea¬ 
vours of fome Magiftrates he - was faluted Emperour, but could not appear in pub- 
lick by iredfoii of his Wound. Senfible of his condition he refolved to devolve 
the Empire upon Theophania his Wife, fo great affedion he bore untaher, and 
upon that account endeavoured fo deprive of his light Michael, firriarhed Ranga* 

Ms, or Ramaies, the Curbpdlata, who had Married his Siller Procopia t becatife hri 
Rood moll in the opinion of the Nobility for the Dignity. But' Michael having 
timely notice of it fo wrought with , the Senatours, that calling together, the Soul- 
_ diers- by break bf day they hamed him Emperour in the Cirque, wtiich* wten St ad 
uS mS W™ knew he qUitted the Palace, and with his Wife betook himfelf to a Mo- 
ndltery, Ivhere having taken Upon him the Habit, he Jlidrtly after died, having 
beeh EmpferoUt but two Months and teii Days. Michael at firft feemed Ihie of the 
lyeferment, 'profeffing himfelf unable to undergo fuch a burthen, and mademen- 
t10 ” fne Armejdah ^a Patritiart, ahd Captain of the Forces of the Eaft, as a 

courages and valiant man; but^^'.llrained Cburtefte, profeffing himfelf un- 
worthy of the Throrle, which h6 affirmed to belbng to' Michael, whom he exhor¬ 
ted to ufidertakethft Gbvernmeht, promifing hinf by Oath his Utmoft affiftence,' 
and that he would be his ready and faithfull Servant to' his lives end;. Thus 
Whether at firft he mdeavoured to bfe’Emperouf merely fo preferve h'is Life,or dip 
,y.. ftmbled his Ambition i^ the offer fhade to Led (which' for what end foever pro- 
^MoWned vet * dangerous conference, ds we lhall fee anon) he obtained thb Diademe,; 

'he Diademe. therewith he was Croyvned in tlfe great Church by Nicephorus the Patriarch, af-’ £ omrAU 
ter he had by an Inftrhmehf tvrkteh' on pUrpofe declared, that he would neither • ’ 
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violate the Privileges of the Church, nor defile his Hands with Chriftian Bloud, 
in the Eleventh year of Charles the Great, Emperour of the Well, the flxteenth of 
Pope Leo the Third, the fourth Indidtion. A. D. DCCCXL 

12 . He hath the Commendation of a Pious and good natur’d Perfon, fuchas 
had been injured by Nicephorus, he relieved and provided for the Widows of Soul- 
diers. Theophania the Wife of Stauracius, he courteoufly treated, giving her a 
good Summ of Money together with an Houfe which Ihe turned into a Mo - Um - 
nailery, and from the Burial of her Husband in it bore his Name. A few days 
after his Coronation he caufed Trocopia his Wife to be adorned alfo with the 
Diademe,having given her the Title of Emprels j and after fome time commanded 
the Patriarch to perform the fame Ceremony to Theophylaft his Son, whom he 
alfo dignified with that of Emperour, and propounded a Marriage for him, The- 
ophanes writes to Charles Ring of the Franks. This Charles mull: be no other 
than Charles the Great, as wereade in the Annals of the Franks , fent an Embaf- 
fieto Nicephorus , for Confirmation of the Peace betwixt the two Empires. 

The Ambafladours were Hatto Bilhop of Bafil , Hugh*. Count, Aio a Lombard of 
Forumjulii , Leo the Spatharius, a Sicilian by birth, and Wilharius Dube of Venice. 

Coming to Constantinople they found Nicephorus dead, and therefore tranfa&ed 
their matters with Michael , who was fo ready to entertain their overtures, that 
he fent his Ambafladours with them at their return to Charles , whom finding at 
Aquifgranum , they complemented in behalf of their Matter. Their Names were 
Michael a Bilhop, and Theognoftus,both Protofpatharii , from whbm Charles having 
received their melfage, the Spring following fent other Ambafladours to their 
Matter for farther Ettablilhment of the Peace, viz. Amlbarius Bilhop of Triers 
and Peter Abbat of Nonantula in Italy, both of them men famous for Teaming 
in that Age; but coming to Constantinople, they found ‘not him then in the 
Throne, but Leo who fucceeded him, by whom they were heard, and difmifled 
together with Ambafladours from him to Charles upon the fame errand. 

i j. But to return to Michael, not long after his Promotion he was ingaged in 
■ War on feveral Hands. The Agarens or Saracens made Inrodes into the Eattern q nmt . 
Provinces, but were repelled by Leo the Armenian who governed thofe parts, 
who in one battel flew of them two thoufand men, and got many Horles with 
other booty. Crumus Prince of the Bulgarians took up Arms with more: fuccels, 
having received a repulfe in a matter which he demanded.. Some of that Nation CeJrem 
leaving their former Habitations, had with this Emperour’s.leave lotted themfelves 
within the Roman Territories. Hereby fome better uncterlfanding than formerly 
there jiad been between the Subjects of both j but itfiappened that fome Romans, 
who in the former Wars had been taken by the Bulgarians, broke Prifon an’d 
returned home. Thefe Crumus demanded to he fent back, and fome were for 
gratifying him in this particular, amongtt whom the Emperour and feveral Re¬ 
ligious Perfons of great account, believing this would prevent the ufual hottile m t ( 
Incurflons of the Bulgarians, Bill many others were, of the- contrary opinion, 
and of them the chiefeft were Nicephorus the Patriarch, with Theomjtus the Ma- Wi&iit, 
tter, as Cedrenus calls him, a Man of mighty etteem. for his Vertue and Wfledom, 
who urged that they were to truft to God’s Afliftence, and not by giving up the lim " v 
Fugitives to gratify the pride and infolenceof the Barbarians. Crumus alfo re¬ 
quired, that the Articles made formerly by Mediation of TheodoJiusoFSAJrymi- 
tium , and Germanus the Patriarch might be obferved, elfe‘he threatned to fallow, 
upon Mefymbria. But Michael by advice of thofe about him, denying to gratify 
him in all,he accordingly fell upon Mefymbria,\£a§ in the Battery of the-City the 
Skill and Induftry of a certain Arabian,exQehewt\y skilledin the framing of Engines, 
who having formerly betaken himfelf to the fipice of Nicephorus, was fo ill 
treated by him that he fled over to the Bulgarians, and inflruded them in all 
forts of Machines. Zonaras writes, iMiNicefhow thePafriajrch and.tfe;db!urch- 
meo, were for the delivering lip-of ,th? fugitives, aUedgin^that afew‘ l were tobe 
facrificed to the publick fafety; but $e S^nafours, Courtiers, aydSfbeedoru? 

Studies vehemently oppofed. their Delfyefy, By whom the'Emperour wa ; s govern 
ned, being a Perfon by nature mild, and.Orthodox, but flow jn bufinefs,, and eafie 

to be led to any thing which his: Ofifccrs defigned. , "SSTS.'s 

* 4 . Now is a Comet laid to appear in divers lhapes, afld amongtt the. reft of a 
Man without ari Head; this probably having little other Foundation than in the 
Fancies of Men, who in feeing the lhapes of Clouds as in ringing of Bells, may . 
work their imaginatifyis.foa.ny pofture qr found they pleafe. But Crumus fakes. 
Mefymbria } zndmfcs the Wettern Parts of the Empire with Fire and Sword.. Here¬ 
upon* 
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upon the Emperour lends out his Orders for raifin? of lUpn u n. • 
rw, his Wife accompanying him as far’asa^tfhSulC 
murmured and reviled lnm, that he was forc’d to fend her back 
notice of his coming drew back his Men from their Deprivations and mll 

fWu S mt ° ^a raC f' ^ U ^ ed l 1S Men t0 beIlave themfelves fo disorderly that 
they were asoffenfive to the Inhabitants as the Enemy himfelf, wWch pmed 
the Emperour no final! prejudice. Crumus fortified himfelf againlUiiscdminn nor 
farfrom Adrianople, and after his fitting down near to his Camo bepan i° C 
milli. but in thele the Romans ftill had the better and therewVrh LrS f skl j' 
that with great earneftnefs and impatience they required a Battel fahidT the 
Emperour either out of fear or for good ration deferring till ““ 

advantage,differing they grew mutinous,and upbraided him with faicy andlnfnn^ 
tune Clamours, threatning that except they were led forth thev u™id 
out and of their own accord attack ?he fi/emy 

teS r "tS ra E£^3£r'5^ , i^ « n re the^iC^erL^irOtpi 

Treachery of * ain °* tne Eaft, whofe Ambition was now come to maturity caufed hfc 

esf 

mple, with a (lender Equipage, leaving Leo behind him il r / 8 t0 Cwfiauti, 
the Countrey and reprels the Incurflons of the Barbarians ” ’ pr0tca 

15 . He being gone, Leo, who had already prepared the minds nf hie c n .,u-« 

his ignorance m warlike matters the Roman Forces hadbeen defeated 

minds of thTsouidiers wijfwCtd^ fch^P^lk B) I 

to his own Troops, and perlwaded them to revolt from Miclml ' On 'the^h^ 

Wb, ffp efte trr^ale P a th d p At ^i of 

Civil War to i&s w f r° ? 

S3 w&i £ " th , eD f de f' PSaStrieKclfignsof 

P- 

aasaarsaasssfejgSiSSH 
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~ but on the contrary, that when Michael after the Defeat would have refigned to 
liim he refufed it. But Michael being firm in his resolution to lay down, not- 
withftanding for fome time he was hindred by his WJe and Sons, andqmmng 
the City, the Magiftrates and People earneftly implored his affitenre, for the la¬ 
ving of both Church and State from Ruine. He as earneftly 
rinf the difficulty of the times, the continual lncurfions and Violence of the 
Barbarians and being unlhaken in his Fidelity to the Emperour But perceiving 
Enemy to draw nigh the City, he fent to Necephoras Je Patriarch who was 
much for his advancement, and defiring his-Prayers , with the Magiftrates and 
Souldiers went to the Tribunal raifed without the City, and there was delated 
who turns lawfull Emperour of the Romans. Michael having notice he^vwentwi ■ - 

Monk. \ ia his wife and his Children to the Oratory nf Phams, where beug ffiaven 
he put on the Monaftical Habit on the Elevenths July in the fixth Indatom 
lK fZ frrtind dav of the week. Thus relates the matter the Hiftory of Thee 
planes who lived at this time, and was an Eye-witnefs of all thefe P afl ^ es - 
W Ikv he brought down his Hiftory but to the end of Nicephoros, fo thatthts 
mull not be his but the addition of fome other who favoured Leo, afld concea¬ 
ls hiT^Radices in obtaining the Empire. However it came to 
Michael laid down the Purple after he had reigned one Year, nme Months, and 

^UoleArmenian 

-4. of theReign of '&£££& 

*:„ xt Ls; d fc°nc; &»** one 

MM he parted from his Wife and Children, fending him away to the Bland 
»niji.nsM>- Mutair u p ft there, where he fpent the remainder of Ins Days; and 
chaei, Protato the Mona y c, he ^lded , and then Bamihed him with Zomm. 

SSST bis^^lothfr ^ndJBrorfiers. ? Michael Balias, or the Stammerer, he prornoKdmc,W. 
the Decree ofaPatritian and Count of the Schok Excuhtoram, and to Thomas 
Ms S Fellow-fervant he gave the Command of the Confederate Foms. The 
Ruloarians at this time were puftupwith their late Vidory, and made Incur- 
fioil afrelli in Thrace, where without controll they wafted all things. L 
not well fetled in his Seat, thought it beft at prefent to reftram their Hoftdi- 
S by good ^rds, and fent Ambaffiadours to Crams, who tMnking he had 
mnrh y the advantage of the Romans, refufed to entertain any reasonable Propo- 
and fent die Ambafladours back without having any thing obtained. 

The Emperour hereby forced to take Arms, omitted nothing to 

s JsarsjiSr3 

Chafe id great diforder, which Leo perceiving, who flood upon an HUI, with 

SSSSTftfai. c'rmo, 
hnnfclf 0 hardly efcaped, for having received a Wound by an Arrow, and beaten 
frim hU Hote he P had quickly lain into the Hands of hs Enemies but that 

htf Guarl° n TJdifvidtory' 6 very ^uefa 0 repndfed ° helrrlolenas 0 of 

heaia ne was > , f lc i era ki e Governour. As he was very exact U 

but however a Cm |ndOnarimeW-f 

as h^pafted out of his Court a certain Man met him, and complained that his JjJ, ^ 

=SssSSSSS® : 

Cri^al, and the Judge. By Evince the Senatour was b preffed, that te«j* 


Chap. I. 
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fefled the Fad,* .and the judge being asked whylehadnnr^mU,^ 7 u -'~- ; -- 

a'Orime was ffiehh ^s hfc4g noledifife. The Jhdee thereforep° hem ° US 

difeharged of ibis Place, and ordered the Adulteter Id• 

the Laws. Molt commonly Led heaFdCattfeS hiffifeff. The nffirJ' CC0 J$p8p° 

nFJs^jixsrjsis^kss: 

jrp. That J^fohlie, ahd SohfeqUfenHy Cruelty Was hot h?s ftnlt -nc.™ c 
this, that want of foffitiCht Caution procured his Rhine Michael tiT? 
theStammeret (as we laid) he had prated, and Ht bS to thafi tS 
aiid infoW; «id as it often happens'to5as toe& 

of his fonguei and fiat able to conceal any®part rfhis"JELT i*o'!?/ 3 ”* 
to talk_againfl the EhipOrOur, arid it length thKatiied^to^“ 
being informed Ski, dSL it 

folved to difteffible the matter, atid take no notice fthr wlhtr l u ” rlt ^ e " 

vilh of Ms Tongue. But aftetWatds he let him krioV that he wS fSfihJ?/•" 
opprobrious language, whieh ho,would Zf,ind1m Mm Ttt 
T° to be wanting to his oivn fafety fct 

Evidence againft him , dhd artfohgft thfe teft the ?L< It % glve 
familiar yith them bdth , Who would Often reprehend Him and*ddmoMlh 

ta of the danger into which thofe intom^ate Difcourris wo bring 
him ; but feeing he was not to be -teekimed, he madO the EmSur a? 
quamted with all bus Deligns, which IH his drink he eafily difcovJLd Leo 
mSt n 9 °L th K kl ^ g ?S t0 » dfela ? ^^bnger, oh Chtijlikas-Eve fate himfelf in Judge- 
klS £ CcUfeH > by whom he w&s evidehtly Convided of Trea- 

MchaelBal- ^6 f* 5 ^ ^ J^gmeilt td hi Bhtot 

tus condemned ®. ^foneris bound, and on hiS Way to the place of Execution when 

[effdf n “ £f having notice of it, tunsoUt ofhfer Apartment ih the Pa- 

SSr ““ Woman, lays hold Upon her HUsband “ Sd calk hto 

!? God > hi that ho would havO no refpafl to that Holy 
vSXtkT ? k he 7 aS j fd ^ 1 of Blefled Sacrameht. Lto was mo- 

*°Ia S a " d pa ?°A^ rid fe ^ rin S t0 ofr ^ d Almighty God, refpited ^ w?- 
the Execution, and Commanded him to be kept by one Papih, with Shackles on 

Mthe 4- But turning t6 hh Wife 1 
fiafhnrti h If ? e n? ad d T fe u Wh ¥S e j had defired ’ beiri s overcome With her Frantic! 

BfrJ* fte and GWfctei Would find a? length What Would be the 


m fo M ^ With ho fogging of 
t??^“S OOuiId he aWake him, a thing not incident to thofe that exoed nothin.# 
btltd «fth. With this fight he was fo vexed, that he 
tionbothofthe Prifoner and his Keeper. But Tapia got knowledge of his coMinp- 
by L WfaSSSS and oS 
- b f ha . vlou,k ’ ^ nd having told to Michael the extreme danger they 
S Lf/Sl 1 as^defperate Men they confultedhow to extricatethem- 
P ****cfoU Theomjlus to come to confSe 
withcertam Religious Perfons about the eftate of his Soul, to which the Empe- 
rour being not aveffe, When Theottiftus had liberty to come to him, infteaTof 
providing for his Soul he took care for his Body, caufing him to go to his fellov/ 
Confpiratours and to threaten them, that except they would enter into fome fud- 
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-r:T n d efTedual courfe for his deliverance he would Difcover them all to Leo 

ax ThefeMen being very much, ftartled, ventured upon this courfe to rei- 
J • j nvf .fp rU e themfelves It was the Cuftome then, that fuch Clerks 

• Srsa^ASs 

formS«vS. G w1th“he^ to&nfplttour^Sai ttemfelvcs, and 
car“y‘ns their weapons hid under their Cloths, entred the place, and m anob- 
fcure part of the Church hid themfelves till the fign was given. One of 
the Service being done, in comes.the Emperour according to his Cilftome, + ^ > 

and with a loud Voice begins his ufual * Anthem, when ^they take, the ad- 
vantage but by miftake fell upon the Dean of the Chapel* or he that 
rjSBd over the Clerks, either becaufehis Head was covered as theEm-^^ 
nerour’s was, for it being then a great Froft they%U wore, warmer floods, but micu „ aaa _ 
he quickly uncovered himfelf, and by lhewingto then* Ins lsild Pate faved his w. 
Life! The Emperour perceiving the matter, conyeyedhimfelf t ° t ^ e ^ lta . r i nd f 
there with the chain of the Incenfe Pot, or as fome laid, with the Crois, delen- tv % a(Xw . 
who is Mur- ded himfelf as well as he could: but they all rulhmg upon him Togtther, 
theredbythe f W ounded him in the Head, others in the Belly, and. others in other. Parts, 
Confpiratour,. l?me d the Number, though he demeaned himfelf moftftoutly, like 

! n Hart at a Bay he was at length knock’d down : Perceiving one of a vaft 
ftature to fetch a } blow at him, he conjured him by that Grace which inhabi¬ 
ted the Sacred place to fpare him, but he anfwenng.that this was a time for kxl- 
lins and not conjuring, cut off his Hand, together with the Horn of the Crofs. 

AHeiigth fpent with wounds, and falling to the ground, one of them Itruck off 
Ids Head - and to fuch an end came Leo, afterjie had Reigned feven years five 
months and fourteen days. In a Book of Predictions> belonging to the Emperours 
Library ,fsfeid to have been an Oracle of £%//<?,exprefled in an Hierpglyphicalwaj^ 
bv a Lion from the Back of which, as low. as the Belly, was drawn the Greek 
Letter T’and a Man, who Handing Behind the Lion, thruft a Spear into his 
Body though the Letter. This obfeure Oracle the Queftour of old time cou d 
alone Interpret, affirming it to fignifie an Emperour, that being called ie^fhould 
be fiain on the day of Chrift’s Nativity. i ,. . 

zi. The Body of the fiain Prince the Confpiratours cruelly dragged into the 
Cirque being void of all manner of fear, for that they fet a guard about the 
Court? out of which they ptefently call the Emprefe, together with her four 

featt-rarM ts K 

from his Gaoler Papia, with the Shackles on the Feet ( for Leo had got the 
keO fate down upon the Imperial Throne, and was faluted as Emperour, and 
• worftiipped by all in the Palace. About noon the noife was all fpread abroad, 
MeW/min* 3 F . : t was were kis Bolts knocked off with an Hammer^and with- 

mcTeI” 6 eh^r wafoin^h^Hand^ thinking on God, or doing any thing fitting fuch 

permir. occafion he hailed to the Great Church of Si. Sophia , defirous to be Crowned 

bv theHand of the Patriarch, and received for Emperour by all the People truf- 
tms onely to his fellow Confpiratours, and the Murtherers of Leo. UereCeJre- 
“ S makes a wonder, firft, that Leo of luch and fo many flatterers Ihould have 
none to Hand up in behalf of his caufe, but like fo many creeping Anirnds, 
each of them betake himfelf to his lurking hole; and at the impudence of^. 
chael that he Ihould enter the Church, not like fome ( JMurtherer or Hangman, 
whofe Hands were polluted with Bloud, but as fome Conquerour, who had de- 
ferved the Palm of Victory, and juftly prized himfelf for fome notable Achieve¬ 
ment Whereas he had not Hied hoftile but civil Bloud, and that not in an ordi¬ 
nary place, but at the Holy Altar, where the Lords Bloud was offered for ex¬ 
piation of fins. This Michael was born at Amormm, a City of the upper ^O'- 
L and in this manner became Emperour, in the feventh yedr otLudovick the 
Son of' Charles the Great, Emperour of the Franks in theWeft, the 
fourth of Pafchal Bifliop of Rome, in the thirteenth IndiChon. A. D. 
DCCCXX. 
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a 3.. As he came to his Preferment by Treafon and Criielty, as bafely and igno- 
minioufly he Reigned, file wing himfelf to.be Emperour, by no, other thing than 
the Diademe and the Purple. All Difcipline, Order, and rational ways of Admi- 
niftration, he with great fcorn rejected; as formal, fopperies, but,indeed becaufe 
he knew they would difcover his folly; and render ridiculous thofe courfes, his 
own Inclinations dnd fillinefs put him upon. Such a* in his mean Eftate had been 
his Trade or Exercffe, now in the higheft degree of Eminency and Power he 
eftcemed his bell qualifications. As ( if you will have it in down yight terms 
HitChara&er 60 ™-Cedrems') to guefi and divine, whether *Pigs newly pigged wpuld prove 

' well, if brought up; to be skilfull enough to fiand near toa kicking Horfe or Afs, & *••**»■ 
to have skill in Mules, whether they would prove better for riding or carrying o- 2 T£T 
ther burthens. In like manner by the mere look, to be able to tell what Horfes ’iformi iv 7 je- 
would be good for the Race, and what for the War; the like concerning the 
fruitfulnefs of Sheep and Cows, the quantity of Milk they were like to give, 
and the quality of, their young newly brought forth. Mod ingratefull he had* 
been to his firft Mailer and Benefadtour Bardanius, and worfedidhe behave liim- 
felf to Leo, whofe Wife and Children he ufed as we have faid, onely allowing 
them a finall pittance to live on out of their great Eftatb he had feized, with 
fome of his own. Servants to attend them. Learning fo much he abominated, that 
he would not fuller Children therein to be inftru&ed, left they Ihould be able to 
underftaiid and l-cfift his madnels, or be able to write mote readily than hecould, 
for therein hewasfo flow, that another might as foon reade a Book as he go over 
the Letters of his own Name. Such Ignorants as he, have left an evil example to 
the world; for before the decay of the Woman Empire, and Hogherds and Neat¬ 
herds came to Arrive at the Sovereign Power, who in their younger years by 
reafon of the Poverty of their Parents, had no opportunity to learn, Princes 
were the belt intruded in Learning, the greatefl care was had to breed them in 
Philofophy, and they thought it behoved them to excell others, as well in know¬ 
ledge as in birth and DigBity; but thefe upftarts, thefe bafeand illiterate Per- 
lons coming to be Emperours, began’firftto ctecry as mean, ufelefs, and for¬ 
mal,. that to .which their flender education could never reach, and what they did 
hot underftand. 

2,4. But is feldom it happens, but that fome notable mifehief happens in the 
Reigns of fuch lordid Princes, a Civil War fell out in theEaftern Parts, which ■ 

brought all forts of inconveniences upon the World, ahd eonfumed fo many mor- 
a Civil War tals, that it caufed a great fcarcity of Men throughout die Empire. The Authour 
bixThoLs. 7 : • W ^ S on ? Thomas, concerning whofe birth and cohditibn, there is a difference 
amongfl Writers, fome have reported Him botnbf obfciire -Parents, Barbarians, 
and very poor, and that according to his Original he led his Life in his Own Coun- 
trey; In continual drudgery and hard labour, the onely means of hfk .preferva- 
tion. . After this he came to Conjlantinople, where he got into the Service of a Se- 
natour,; and there plaid feveral pranks, being fo impudent’as, to defile his Maftei's 
Bed, which being difeovered, to Ihun the di%race and 'puniihment of iris crime, 
he fled to the Agarens (or Saracens ) and With them having oontiriued thefpace 
of five ahd twenty years, ahd approved . himfelf by his Aliens much unto 
them, he atjured the Chriftian Religioh, dnd' turning' Mahometan, procuted the 
Ornindahcl of it good Party of Men, and to befent againiftThe Chriftiahsi, promi- 
fing to fubdue the whole Roman Empire to their Authority. - And left the Ro¬ 
wans ihould be averfe to him as a ftranger and a man of another Religion, he. 
affirmed, himfelf; to be Conftantine their Lawfull Prince, the Son of Irene, Whom, 
his Mothetihad deprived both of: his Eyes and Empire, and who before this time 
had left the World. = Others there wete that affirmed this TbMds, the fame with 
htin that whom the Monk of Thilemeliumyro- 

phefied, as we laid, before, arid whom Leo had made Captaiu’ of the :Cbnfede- 
rates ; th^t iliis Thomas underfianding Leo to fee Murthered by Michael, partly 
to be revenged on him 1 - for the -death-of ; liis Patron; and partly to iatisfie his own 
mahee. ^ fdrjvfrom Ms,youth;lie had-fever born M’will to Michael') and but of 
fear ofiM MoifttV prediiftioiK, -hb noW TOoff Arms; Fiift ; of all he raffed - a great 
Atmy id.the .Eaftj' riie {)^iGej©f-his atode, lifting all tlat-were ^fele to fight, where- 
« Ibiiiae.foiloived J^'.6w'4tf>ihi«Fed of Michael, who had incwredthejconympt e renu, ‘ 
of all men, .others fdllbwed shwn out of good willy foine for hope bobty, and 
thofe whom none of thefe motives urged, he compelled to give their Names to 
the enterprise. His ad vantages were, that in'refpetft of thegravity of his afpebt, 
he was reverenced by aH,’ feefides he was .very fiuniliar and lair fpoker, qualities 

very 
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very acceptable to Souldiers, and inferiour to no man in ftrength and cou- 


Having feized on the Eaft, and made lure of the publick Revenue there, 
as he began lb he proceeded, whom he could not allure to his Party, by force 
bringing them over to fide with him. Afia he miferably wafted, and dealt fevere- 
ly with thofe Cities, which out of refpedt to the Emperour, flood out againft 
him; the whole Region he took, except the Countries of the Opjtcianz and Arm- 
■ttiad\ which through the valour of their Commanders, Qlbiams and Catacelas\ 
flood it out, and for that were rewarded by the Emperour, with the gift of the 
Smoak-money or Hearth-money, which was wont to be paid into the publick 
Treafury. But the Saracens now taking notice how the Romans were imbroiled in 
a Civil War, took the advantage, and made incurfions into all places, Iflands as 
well as others. Thomas was hereat concerned, fearing left his Men affrighted 
hereat, would defert him, and betake themfelves to the defence of their own 
pofleflions. Herefolved therefore by a fuddenonfet to reprefsthem, which he 
did, together with a promife that he would put into their Hands the Territories of 
the’Empire, and fubdue it wholly to their Command. By this means being rid 
of them, he put the Diademe on his own Head, and aliumed the Title of Empe¬ 
rour, being declared fuch by the Patriarch of Antioch. Now did he increafe his 
Forces by new Levies, not onely out of the Neighbouring, but remoter Nations, 
as the Egyptians, Indians, Perftans, Ajfyrians , Armenians , Chaldacans, Iberians, 
Zichi and Cabin, and changing his Name to that of ConOantine , adopted one 
whom he thought would be a fupport to his ufur^ed Dignity. Michael all this 
while was not wholly idle, but made preparations for refiftence, but fo unequal, 
that Thomas ingaging with them, eafily defeated them, killing many, and for¬ 
cing the reft for to fliift for themfelves. Having by this fuccefs very much efta- 
bliihed his affairs, he purfued his good Fortune with great induftry, fettingout a 
Fleet to Sea of Ships, both fit for Fight and Burthen, which had fuch fuccels, 
that he became thereby Mafter of the Emperour’s Navy, and appointing the Ren¬ 
dezvous at Lesbus, with eighty thoufand men, came to Abydus, wafting all places 
in the way. Not onely fuch as were eafie to come at; but fuch as made refiftence 
he took by force, and let on fire. 

z 6 . One Caftle there was which made flout refiftence, and this Thomas fent 
his adopted Son to Attacque. He proceeding without care or good order, fell 
into an Ambufli laid foi; him by Olbianus, who fent his Head to the Emperour, 
and he difpatcht it back again to Thomas , as he was proudly purfuing his Vi<fto* 
ries. But little affe&ed with his lofs, which the world was wide enough to fup- 
ply, Adoption being eafier than natural Generation, he remitted nothing of his 
former vigour, but pafled over into Thrace juft upon the changing of the Moon, 
when the Night was darkeft, that he might not be difcovered. Michael was a- 
ware of it, and to prevent his Defign, had reinforced all his Garrifons, and by 
both good words and deeds confirmed the refolutions of his Souldiers as much 
as he could, although to very little purpofe. For as foon as he was returned to 
Conftantinople ,. and Thomas was arrived in Thrace, they all revolted to him, and 
followed him, to the Siege of that City., The Emperour hereupon as he could, 
railed other Forces, which committing to the Condutt of Catacelas and Olbia- 
ms, he fent to meet the Tyrant, agd put a flop to his proceedings, and he ne- 
gle&ed not his Sea affairs, putting matters there into as good a pofhire as his 
prefent condition would fuflfer. But Thomas like a Torrent, with his vaft Armies, 
.both by Sea and Land, bore down all. before him, eafily routing and diffipating 
all the Emperour’s Forces, whereever they appeared, and ftruck him with fo 
much Terrour, that he caufed a chain to be drawn crofs the Haven, from the 
Caftle to the oppofite Village, to flop his Progrefs into the inward Parts of the 


adjoyning-oea., ' • - 

At this time there lived in the Ifland Scirus, one of the Cyclades, a certain 
Captain called Gregory i whom being a near Huffman of Leo the late Emperour, 
Michael had thither banifhed for boldly upbraiding him with his death. Thomas 
thought fit to draw him to his Party,, and for that purpofe, gave him the Com- 
rqand of twelve thoufand Men, and fent . him to Attacque Conftantinople, being 
afiifted by a ftrong Squadron of Ships,- that the Defendants thus fet on both by 
Sea and Land, might have the greater diverfion andlefs ability to defend them¬ 
felves. He himfelf intended to follow with the grols of the Army. The chain 
was without much difficulty broken, and Siege laid to the City on all fides, after 
which Thomas himfelf coming up, many furious Aflaults were made, but the In* 

habitants- 
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habitants made fuch vigorous andrefolute oppofition, that nothing they produced, 
and Thomas found himfelf deceived in his expedition, that the Citizens upon his 
Approach would have opened their Gates and received him in, w^iich caufed him 
to fend Gregory before, as it were to prepare for his entrance, refolving to fol¬ 
low in State with the Body of- his Army, and his newly adopted Son Ana[lajius , 
who for this Honour had lately forfaken the Monaftical Life. Finding himfelf 
treated with opprobrious Language, and threatned with Death inftead of a kind 
Reception, he Incamped himfelf asftrongly as he could, and fent a ftrong Party 
to the Euxine Sea, and Hieras to take in all the Fortified Towns, that he might 
not have an Enemy at his back. As he made preparations to Attacque the City 
afrefh, he was much difeouraged by the union and refolution of them all within, 
and much diftraded in his mind what courfe to take; but at length, trufting to 
his multitudes, refolved to try his Fortune again by Storm. 

z8. By break of day commanding the Signal to be given, he draws his Men 
out of their Trenches. To his Son he commits the Scaling of the Wall by Land; 
by Water, he orders his Fleet with Fire and all forts of things that would an¬ 
noy, to attempt the Town on that fide, and he himfelf refolves to fall upon the 
Endeavouring Towers of Blachernce, wherein he conceived the chief ftrength of the Befieged 
diverted by a** to con ^^- No f° rt °f Engine for Battery or Ladders wanting, nothing omitted 
fuddenTem- to ftrike Terrour into the Defendants, and to force them to yield. But on a 
P el *- fudden arofe a violent Tempeft which both diflipated the Ships by Sea, and by 
Land fo difordered the Engines and Inftruments of Battery, that they were ren- 
dred ufelefs and unmanageable, fo that he was conftrained to give over, and found 
to a retreat. This fo incouraged the Citizens, that now they took more refo- 
lution, and began to make Sallies, which fo vexed and wearied him, that Winter 
alfo being fliarp in thofe Quarters, he refolved to raife the Siege, and leaving 
Thrace, Quarter his Army in fome warmer place, with firm purpofe to return in 
Spring as foon as the Seafon would permit. This he performed, but found Mi¬ 
chael now better provided for his Reception, being furnifhed both with a Fleet 
and a Land Army. At the fame Quarter he gave the Aflault as before, and with 
as much violence, which while it continued, Michael found a convenience,to 
talk with fome of his Souldiers, to whom he promifed not onely pardon for what 
was paft, but good rewards in cafe they would defert his Service, and abftain 
from the fliedding of Bloud in fo bad a quarrel. But they were deaf to all his 
charming Language, and rather more animated againft him, meafuring their fi¬ 
delity to their own Captain by his ftrength, which in their apprehenfions made 
every way defperate the caufe of Michael. 

2,9. Michael perceiving his good Language had no operation upon the Enemy 
weakenedby a refolved, with greater hopes to apply it to his own Men, and that he did with 
rally fromthe fuch fuccefs, that making a fally upon the Enemy he did great Execution, and 
T °wn. killing very many of them obtained a notable Victory. Thomas having received 
this defeat at Land had no better fuccefs at Sea, where his Navy mifearried 
through the Cowardife of his men, who terrified with the approach of the Empe¬ 
rour’s Triremes fled back to Land, and fome of them revolted, the reft retired 
unto their Camp. His fuccefs was better againft Gregory the Kinfman of Leo, 
who perceiving his Affairs go down the wind, and believing he would in a Ihort 
time dwindle to nothing, refolved to make his Peace with Michael, and the rather 
.becaufe the Emperour had gotten his Wife and Children into his Hands. But 
Thomas had timely notice of his. intended flight with that party which he com¬ 
manded, and as he was marching away, before the Emperour could receive the 
News of his revolt fell upon him, and eafily mattering his Party took him alive, 
and prefently put him to death, having left a convenient Number of men, all 
this while to keep the fiege, left the Enemy Ihould take the Advantage, and fall 
in upon his back. The exploit performed, he returned to the fiege, and fent 
Letters up and down which falfly proclaimed a mighty Vidtory, and fent for 
fuch Ships as lay in Greece, as purpofing to purfue his good Fortune by Sea alfo, 
and the Fleet came as far as Beridus, confifting of fifty Veflels in all, as well thofe 
of burthen as the other for fighting. The Emperour’s Fleet had notice of their 
coming, and fecretly by Night fet upon them. Many were taken with the men, 
others were burnt; and thofe that efcaped came up to Blachernce , which they 
joined with the Land Forces. 

Zz 
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•-^TuTthe mean time federal skirmilhes happened at the fiege, Comaims Mi- 

cbael himfelf, otherwhiles Tbiophilus his Son, or Catacelas and Olhmnis iiruing 
out upon the Befiegers, for he durft not adventure upon a fet Battel, becaufe 
Thomas far exceeded him in Numbers. But bv this time the Report of the 
man Emperours being blocked up in a Town, had flown far and wide, and was 
come tothe Ears ofV«g»»the King of the Bulgarians who was therewith fo 
aflefted as pitying the Dignity rather than the Man he fent privately, to in¬ 
to-rape him whf a promife, that he would come fpeedily to ins affillence. 

Sail either for to he fufpeded what this ftranger in conclufion might doe, 
or was unwilling the Countrey lliould be wafted by another Army, or rather 
to favc his Money in getting and keeping, whereof none of his Predeceflours had 
been more fordid, thanked the Bulgarian for his kindnefs, and «™fed his not 
accepting of his Relief. But for all this Mortagon who was accuftomed to War 
and Depredations, and defirous to confirm the League for thirty years, which he 
A ,. . had ,nide to the Armenian, undertook the expedition agamft Them,, M com- 

SSrS inginto the Reman Territories as fir “‘^^SS? 2 o h S* I » 2 : 
upon thear- ° as h e had reafon, was very much difturbed, finding himfelf too weak to con 
5 V f ° f rinue the Siege and fightthe Bulgarians too, great Forces being reqmfite to each of 
Bulgarians to tinue tneoiege, b & refolvcd to fight the Bulgarians ,which he did at 

ml; T but wal woffled in Battel; great Numbers of his men being Ihughtered, 

fhe News whereof coming to his Fleet before . ConfianUnople, it prelently revol¬ 
ted to the Emperour. Yet fuch was his Ambition and Hopes of attaining his 
end^ot hl diat incoutaged by the retreat of Mortagon into his own Countrey, 

* le But finding all his Attempts fruftrate, at length he marched to a plare 
called Diahk fome furlongs difiant from the City und very convemen for Ex- 
curfions where he incamped Jiimfelf, and thencewafted aU near 
out anv formal fiege or drawing out his Forces. The Emperour mcouragea Dy 
this htfRecefsraifed a confiderable Army, which he committed to the Conduft 
of Catacelas and Olbianus^nd thereto joyning Jus Guards andthe ordinary Militia 
he led them all againft him who received them courageoufly, and by way o 
Stmag me ordereflilsmento counterfeit flight, and fuddenly again to retrrn, 
and lo terrifie the Enemy. But his Defign would not take at this tune. His 
in a Battel is iren < vere qu i te tired out with expectation. Such of them as had Wives and Fa- 

driven to A- H me now began to think of returning to them; how lavilhly thy 

drim, ° fle - SlhedlTandTnnocent Bloud, and to gratify the madnefs and ambition of 
one man fpent three years in profecution ot that, which now then e ^ P 

, > -y tv J staining The fign being therefore given they fled not in jeft, but 
h, S earneft amPdlfperfing themflves, moft of them went over to the Em- 
uerour. Themis himfelf with a few got to Adriana pie, and Anaflanus his 

e'er 1 they 1 coidcfrecr^t^an^n the^fiS^lacepuTfued^vwiit^whom b^^it^, he 

Houfes and that he might not teach the Scythians, bordering upon the place, the 

isigsilpsi 


as thev could, at a little uaie, auu uvci mv —r-7 x - - 

t0 ffiX’t Sfuch extremity, to 

Emfennr) ^™ ™e[cy p ^ piracy, and he had doubtlefs accufed ma- 
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middle of Oflober , a Man who at the beginning enterprized great things, and 
with great Alacrity and Vigour profecuted his Defigns, but fell lefs and Ids as he 
went on, and his laft attempts anfwered not expe&ation. Thofe at Briga under- 
itanding what their Friends at Adriariaplehzd done, treated Amftafius in the fame 
manner; for they delivered him up bound Hand and Foot, and he periihed after 
the fame manner as did his Father,, fucceeding him in his punilhment, though not 
in his Imperial Dignity. The two Ufurpers were thus difpatched, but fome Rem- 
The inhabi- nants of the Rebellion remained. Pavium and Heracleamo Maritime Towns of 
“umAP* Thrace, ftdl held out, not fo mucli out of refpedt to them as hatred to the Empe- 
vium reduced rour, becaufe he refufed to reftore Images. But e’er long Pavium was taken, the 
ro obedience. Walls being overwhelmed by an Earthquake, and Heraclea was ftormed on the 
fide lying toward the Sea. 

33. There yet remained two Cattles, Cabala and Saxiana, whereof the one was 
choreas and held by Choreas , the other by. Gazarems , who, thence exercifed Robberies and 
SdS ,W Depredations. The Emperour offered them their pardon, and more than that to 

u ‘ make them Mailers ( fuch was the Name of the Dignity ), but they rejected his 
offer, which he knowing, corrupted fome of the garrifon Souldiers, fo that going 
out to rob another time, the Gates were fhut againft them at their return, and 
flying into Syria , they were there apprehended by fome of the Governours, and 
And the Ci-- nailed to Crolles. By this means the whole Rebellion was now extinguifht. Up- 
S r ti ~ on fuch as were taken in the War Michael no otherwife animadverted, than by 
1 ' fetting them firft on Afles, and fo carrying them about to be feen at the Circenjian 

Games, after vvhich they were banifhed. But, as Cedrenus writes, all mifehiefs 
ceafed not with the War j but as well fcqropeji s Afia, the Head, as the Tail, ( fo he 
terms it) were chaftized from Heaven, by Slaughters, Fires, Earthquakes, Rob¬ 
beries, Civil Broils, fudden and qnexpe&ed deftru<ftion of Cities, ligns in the 
Heaven and Air* and the like mifehiefs invaded alfo the Iflands, as well as the 
Continent; all which he aferibes to this, that they would not worfhip Images. 
But.(to come to the matter ) at fuch time as Thomas began to raife Commoti¬ 
ons, when the rumour thereof fpread abroad, the Saracens that inhabited Spain , 
thinking a fit opportunity to be prefented them, defired of their Prince, that 
they might fend out a Colony; for that they were too numerous for the Coun- 
Ki he Ea i> em tre y the y ^habited. Their Prince Apochapfus by Name (their Amermumnes Ce- 
by e the sVri Arenas rather than they themfelves called him ) very glad of the opportunity, 
cm. and concealing his defign went with fome long fhips furnilhed with them to watte 
the Ea^rn Iflands which belonged to the Empire; both to gratify the People, 
and to difeover whether there was any fruitfull Ifle, into which it would be worth 
his labour to fend a Colony... ^Sailing away at the beginning of the Spring, and 
coming to feveral Iflands hp, found no refiftence, all Ships and Garrifons being 
gone to the affiHence of Thomas ; great booty he got, and fo returned, bringing 
home efpecially Intelligence concerning the fertility and pleafantnefs of Crete , as 
a place abounding with Milk and Honey; for fo he term’d it. 

They invade 154. When therefore Winter \yas over, and the feafon permitted, with another 
Crete ‘ Fleet confifting of forty Ships and furnifhed with Souldiers, he fet fail, and arri¬ 
ving at Crete , there landed his Men. He incamped upon the Promontory Char ax , 
and fent Spies to difeover the Countrey, who returned without having met any 
to oppofe them, when in the mean time, he caufed all the Ships to be let on fire. 
The Army being much affrighted at the fight, and returning to the Camp to 
know the cauie of the misfortune, their Captain told them that they themfelves 
were the caufe thereof, who had been earneft for planting a Colony in fome fruit- 
full place: but no fruitfiiller, nor fitter eyery way to plant in did he know than 
this, now he had both fatisfied their’ defires, and had eafed himfelf of their Im¬ 
portunities. But they objected to him the want of their Wives and Children, to 
which he anfwered that they fhouid fpeedily have captive Women which they 
might ufe as Wives, and on them .beget Children: and fatisfied with this anfwer 
Thereof pbo* they intrenched themfelves, Photintis the Protofpatharian and Prefett of the Eaft, 
tifeth theEm- ^ 1£l . v ^ n S fpeedy notice hereof gaye Intelligence alfo to the Emperbur, defiring he 
perour.’ 6 m ' m 'ght have fuflicient Forces to withftand fo impending a mifehief, who accor- 
They defeat dingly with great fupplies difpa,tcheci to him Damianus another Protofpatharian , 
Da ‘ and they, joyning .their Powers together, prepared for an expedition. But it 
happened that coming to ingage the Saracens, at the very firft onfet Damianus 
was (lain, which fo affrighted the whole Army that it ran away, and amongft 
others Photinus to the Emperour as fall as a fwift Pinnace could carry him with 
the News of the Overthrow, who yet rewarded him with the Government of 
Zzi Sicily 
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Sicily inftead of that of Crete, whereof the unmannerly Agarenshzd now de¬ 
prived him. They could not for fome time, agree amongft themfelves where to 
plant, being folicitous for a place of fafety, till a certain Monk coming down 
Ami fix at j rom t| ie Mountains directed them to Chandace, which finding very convenient 

cbsHdMe ‘ for their Defigns, they there buUt a City to command the whole Ifland, and thence 

they made Excurfions, and took all the Towns within the Ifland in a lhort fpace, 
one pnely excepted. After this manner became the Ifle of Crete fubjed: to the 
Saracens , who ftreight began to perfecute fuch as profelied the Chnltian Reli- 


Sl °7C. But, Michael, freed from the civil Wars, afcribed the I/Tue not to the 
Goodnefs of Almighty God, but to his own Prudence and Sagacity. His Wile 
bein* dead and having a great defire to be married again, he deals with lome ot 
the leading men in the Senate, by their complaints to conflram him as it were to 
take another; nay to threaten him in cafe he did it not, ufing this worthy pre¬ 
text that their Wives mull by no means want a Sovereign Lady and Miltrels. 
Tofatisfie them therefore he will take a Wife,but not without this Caution neither, 
that in cafe fhe overlive him, they will ingage toefteem and honour her as their 
Mchnet mar- Emprefs, and make Emperour one of the Sons he fliould have by her; After all 
riS ?m this ftir, he takes out of aMonaftery a Virgin called EuPhrofyna, , one that from 
Vir s in - her Childhood had ever profeffed the Monaftical life, and was reported to be the 
Daughter of Conftantine , whofe Eyes were put out by his Mother Irene. Being 
married, he began to think of the Ifle of Crete, and what a difgrace it was, for 
him to fufTer the Saracens in it to neft themfelves; therefore he lent-away Crater us 
the Governourof the Cilyreots with feventy Veflels, to which joining all the cedrenm. 
reft that belonged to the Iflands, he made up a confiderable Fleet, and thd* „ e 
with landed his men, and very fiercely fell upon them, who with as much refolu- curopaiata. 
tion received him. From break of the day they fought till noon, without any 
appearance to which fide the Vitfory inclined, but, towards Evening the Sara¬ 
cens were worfted and put to flight, many of them being flam and many taken, 
and their new City might have eafily run the fame fortune had day and light fui- 
ficed. But the Conquerours were, neither, willing to take too much pains, and 
not valuing thofe that had efcaped whom they doubted not, but they could ea¬ 
fily mafter when they pleafed, they gave themfelves to Drunkennefs all the 
Night, as if they had been at home, and not in an Enemies Countrey; not io 
much as fetting any Watch, or taking the leaft care of their own Security::.;- The 
Saracens now, how weary and wounded foever, perceiving the conditidrt they 
were in, when they were all drowned in drink and fleep fell in upon them, and 
Craterus and cut them all off, hardly one efcaping with the News from the Ifland except O*- 
aii his Souidi- Um himfelf, who got away in a Merchants fhip, but the Captain of the Sara- 
the Saracens- cens feeking for him, and miffing him among the dead fent thofe after him who 
took him alfo napping in the Ifland Cos, and there nailed him to aCrofs. This 
expedition fo ill fucceeding, one Oripbas, a man corifiderable both for Courage and 
Skill in military Affairs, raifed by the Emperour’s order an Army which got the 
Name of Tefaracontarius or Fortieth , becaufe to every man were afligned fo 
many Aurei. Herewith vifiting the Ifles partly by Ambufhes, and partly by o- 
pen Ingagements, he reprefled the Infolence of theie Cretian Saracens. 

1 6 At this time it happened that one Euphemius an Officer m the Army, fal¬ 
ling in love with a veiled Virgin in a Monaftery, and incouraged by what he 
knew the Emperour to have done in the like cafe, took her thence by force and 
lay with her- Her Brothers hereupon make loud complaints to the Emperour, 
who gives order to the Governourof Sicily, if upon examination he found the 
matter objected to be true, to cut off his Nofe. Euphemius havmgnoticeof his 
doom draws into confpiracy his Fellow Officers, and makes fo ftrong a Party, 

' that when the Governour comes to execute his Orders he eafily repells him, and 


flying over to the Ameras or Governour of Africk , promiles him to betray Sicily 
into his Hands, and pay him a largeTribute if he would declare him Emperour 
emus of the Romans. ‘ This x\k Ameras thought was no great matter to doe, and there- 
titurps and f ore fumiihes him with Forces, and fends him away with the glorious, but empty 
brings the S-t- Tit j e o{ - Emperour. He accordingly brought the Saracens into Sicily, but as he 
TS went about the Ifland to perfwade the People to own and receive him tor Em- 
they feize on. p erour indeed, and coming to Syracuse went fo near the Walls, that fie was 
drawn about a bow fhot oft from his Company, as he endeavoured to make his 


way by a flattering Speech, two of the Citizens being Brothers agree together to 
take the opportunity and kill him. They made him great Reverence, and both 
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by words and geftures .flattered him into a belief oftheir kindnefs and fidelity 
infomuch that he to requite their Civility called them to him/and went to t 
ute one of them, who caught him by the Hair of the Head, and fo fall: held 
him till the other cut ofThiS Head. But the fiaracens fell not fhort of what 
they defigned and he promifed, for introduced by him they got poffeffion of the 
ffland, and notonely that; but upon 'Calahria and.feveral other pars, bvreafon 
of this Vicinity they feized, wafting all where e’er they camewith Fire and Sword 
But though Cedrenus and others relate this ftory of Euphemius all together vet 
two years feem to have been taken up in tranfading the whole Affair, the Death 
Michael dies, of the: Emperour Michael, being related juft after the Conclufion. He died after 
_ . . had re ‘gned nine years of a Dyfentefy, and was buried in fujlinians a rea r 

SSfciuiS‘ffikt i\ reV0, ii Empire in his time, which was very 

Empire. ot Calamities, which credulous People believed was foretold by an Oracle 

They alfo concluded, that the Empire fhould at length be devolved upon him* 
from fome Circumftances which fell out at the Promotion of Leo his Prede- 
ceflour. As Leo being about to pray for happy fuccefs put off the Robe he then 
had on, he gave it to hold to this Michael, being then the Mafter of his Horfe 
who without any more to doe put it on. And when the faid Leo inverted in 
another Robe, went into the Chapel belonging to the Palace, this Michael follow¬ 
er,? !i m "^S^rod on his Train, which it’s faidZ^ accounted an ill Omen, 
and thence guefled that he would in time raife Commotions. From thefe paffages! 
and what has been faid of the Monk, we may fee how they were addided to 
. Pro P kecies and Ominous conceits in thofe days. 

so’niucceed h “ V A 7 .' ^ lchael Balhus being dead, theophilus his Son now arrived at Man’s 
him . . Eftate fucceeded him in the Month of Ohtoher, and the fevenrh Indidion in the 

Fomh nf En ’P e l our of *<» Wen, the fecund of Gregory the 

fourth of that Name Bifhop of Rome. A. D. DCCCWtv tu~£i •/ 

ffiewed himfelf a marvellous obferver of Juftice, and a fevere Affertour of^the 8l9 ‘ 

■ uton Them to^Sre' h^ 11 h Ad Y“ fi . rie f» U P°» account of Religion take J ... n,,,*. 
upon them to cenffire him, he was herein hypocritical, pretendingthis Zeal 

merely thereby to fecure himfelf from Confp.iracies, to cut offall Pretences and drems ,>.%™- 
Advantages, that any who had a mind to ufurp, might catch at; and improve a-™’ “ 
hl 5 ’ To thls P ur P ol eh e put inExecution fuch a Defign, as could P not but 
to the undemanding fort evince his Father to have been both a Traitour and a 
Tyrant, and himfe f an IJfurper if he came to the Dignity by the way of Sue- • 
ceilion, and upon his account. He refolved to put to death all thofe that had 
any Hand in the Murther of Leo and his Father’s Advancement, and for that 
end publiffied anEdidl whereby he fummoned all fuch as had had any Favours 
Dignities or Preferments conferred on them byhim,totheHoufe called *Magnaura 

toldto^^hen £ r? y 7 er6a11 affembled hemildly 
told them, that his Father had in his Life-time refolved to reward fuch highly as 

had procured his preferment, and done him eminent fervice, but forafmuch as 

put. to death l 1 ?m SP ? V ? lted by death ’ he C0 P ld not e ^ e<a wbat he purpofed, he had left 
theMurthe- as ,^ ) E ^ ut ? ur t0 P a y that Debt. Therefore he defired them that were 
rer.°fL W h i s his Fathers Friends to feparate themfelves from the reft, into a peculiar place 
Predeceffour. where they might receive the Reward intended them. Such as hadIffifted S 
the Murther o\Leo, in expedfation of fome great matter gladly and readilv dif 
r hom - hav ^ toured as Fill, m a ^ 

Seeing hthGnA 1^7?° app ? mt 5 d }° P ut the Laws in execution, telling him that 
Seeing both God and he committed the Tower to him, he Jhould give thefe men their 

fuU hire, lvh °h«d not onely defiled their Hands with Mans lloud, hut had killed the 

Wv and £ O W> • !m Tm f le ' Havin S faid this he thfniifled the Affim- 

?? C6r S01 - ng 5° work took the Malefadours, and puniffied them 
as thofe that had committed Murther. This performed Theothilut fpnr hie 

i ®tchakf coSd Husband w bound 

thafllewK ScH%t lh T| b ? inni j & u H f, was fo ^ a Follower of Juftice, 
fiice, and a- “““ iie wm feared by bad, and admired by a l good Men, this onelv hint nnr 

te f„d'rxit: Js r nft 

— Church 

tofv db about the Markets, he himfef woXie 7 wha 
" “ 10 tefoW > and “> 1 * notice of the Prices of Commodities, whereta hewm 

below 
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would not 

where the Andolthougli 

he was very exaft, having an efpecialr^amto^in^ J ^ m 

he coridefcended thus in thefe y - Pa ^ ase Looking on a time over the 
Sordid Spirit, as appears by tte followrog Paha^ Loo g ^ Hwe „ a sllip of 
Wall of the Palace towards the Sea, he behew comrg Merchandife. 

burthen goodly to behdd .^“f'jjtsS » S the Yeflel belong- 
Being much taken with the fg , red S t0 ^ Empre f Sj with which an- 

ed, and what was her Lading, rpnlved nothing But ftaving till the time 

Not at all gi. fwer at prefent hefeem dfatisfied an ^ way he took the Haven, 

ven to Cove* came he was to go to the Church 1 ’ } i{ - t i iey wan ted any thing, 

toufnefs - where hecalled to the Mannersi and toandrfot themit ay ^ ^ 

when after often asking, at length y P tb be demanc | e d if they did 

rour they had all things < ha * ™ere c Empe rour, but the Emprefs his Wife, 

not know that God Almighty had m an ? h e added with Indignation, was there 
had made him a Merchant or Marin , a Merchant ? This faid, he cau- 

ever any Emprefs before * ha * f bring their own Goods along with them, then 
fed the Men to with all its Merchandize and Tack, 

fire to be fet to the Shi^ which c earne ft ne f s an d threatned her with de¬ 
ling. He rebuked his Wife • telling her that Traffick 

firudfion if ever Ihe attempted a ^y , {uftam themfelves, and that if Prin- 
was ordained for private men wh t h e mfelves to Trade, their Subjeds 

ces ftiould befides their pubhek Income applyBirth a Paphlago- 
Ma” of Noble Parentage, and Theoftijla 

Very Juft, declare his f^P^fogiod Heels thathe had often laved his Matters life 
had an excellent Hone, olio goo ,. • of him, indeavoured 

in Battel. The Officer underwhomrhefewer' ^ wh enhe 

by all means, both bV Threats and Pr m “8 f Coward and Calhier'd 
could no-ways prevail, accufed him to the bmperour tor Horfe, 

him. Not long after it hpmd tog reedved from the 

which bringing to the mind of this> Ofh P him tQ f hebp bilus 

Sonldto, he takes away Horfe ^0 rf 

as of his own free gift. Alter tnis tnerc " & ■ ; Battel, for want of his, 

this man is preft to/tfSintaWftea^hilfren beliindh'im. The Wi- 
Horfe is overtaken and flam, lea g , 0 f t j ie Em perour’s Juftice, comes 

dow left in low c0 ^i? n ’^e to the Church in Blachernl, according to his cu- 
to Conftanttnople, andas he ™ deto , bimbv the Bridle, crying out that he 
ftome, upon tr HuLnd’s death, 

was hers, and that the tmper „ 0< .;„ nrP t ;u be returned to Court, and then 
Theophilus amazeddefirraher to ha £ t ^ ^ ^ ^ Story h? fcnt to- 
to come to him, which Ihe did, an ^ & omzn to ft e p afide. He being exami- 
mediatelyTor the; Officer,^and ^ d uced, and confronting, he could no 
ned would confefs nothing, till ihe berng p l l d d what fo e faid to be 

of ^Command, and fenthim intoBanUh- 

E— ^ Brides 

feve lin 0t ir r p other things he rebuilt the Walls y P g cou l d no tbefcaled by 

goodQuahhes. and j bearing others in heir room fo ^ tb at cy ^ 

the Art of Enemies To a11 place to the better Ve of harbour- 

Whores out of the Stews, andconvert Ji ^ became a Nunn ery or 

ing Strangers, S iv jng it hs o N m He himfelf is rep0 rted never to- 

Receptacle of the better loit g^ being t hen infnared by the extraor- 
have been overtaken with ^ a ttendants , butleeing his W.ileto be much 

dinary beauty of one of the P , asked i ier forgivenefs, and with hands 

concerned about it, ie ^j e ^ bat never been faulty in that kind betore. 

lifted up Anth ^ s< He had very ihort 

He much affedted Mufick, and P fliould wear Locks longei 

Hair, and therefore publiihed an Edict, tnat no tha n 
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- than his Neck; but otherwife alfo by Laws he indeavoured to retain the ancient 
Roman lemperance and moderation. Having five Daughters and never a Son his 
beft beloved, Mary by Name, he refolved to Marry to fome Perfon of Princin 
note and merit, and pitched upon one Alexius Mo/eles, an Armenian by Bi- tli de 
feended of the Genitcc, one beautifull in Perfon, and in the Power of his Age ’ Fe 
firfl conlerred on him the Dignity of Patritian, then ot Pro-confu!j afterward of 
Mailer, and at Jaft created him Cafar, and with a numerous Army, marten then 
requiring it, fent him into Lombardy. There he managed his matters to the fatis- 
fadhon oi his Father-in-Law,but whatfatisfied him,diilatisfied his ^Emulatours who 
accufed him as Ambitious, and affe&ing the Empire, and they urged a Prophecy as if 
A (hould jujlle out Th; which as foon as he underftood lie defired leave of Theophilus 
to retire to-the Monafhcal life. The Emperour unwilling to doe fo much injury to 
his Daughter, denied his Requell, and compelled him to keep his Rank and Power • 
but file dying not long after, and Theophilus having a Son born to him by Name 
Michael, when he again importuned him to difmifs him, he aflented, though with 
much regret, and aliigned him fuch places as he thought molt commodiouffor his 
retirement. 

41. Befides this Alexius he was otherwife well furnilhed with eminent Cap¬ 
tains, two especially, Manuel and Theophobus. Manuel had formerly been General 
to Leo, and Mafter o! the Horfe to Michael Ranches. Theophobus was the bafe Son 
ol a certain Perftan Ambafladour, defeended of the Royal blond, who after his 

f r died, p an r Ilim .*?■ Co f« ntin °ple- It happening that all thofe of 

the Royal Houfe in PerJ/a being either deftroyed or driven away by the Saracens 
rh ePerfians hearing oi him fent to Theophilus to defire they might have him to be 
the* K,„a; but he refufed it, chafing rather ,o make him a Patritkn and to 
give him Ins own Sifter in Marriage, and he made a Law which gave leave to his 

t 0 d MMry T l -TP r ' MS ' P this P eini ™ n >- ofth “SmeoveJ 

to him, and gave their Names to the expedition he was now undertaking againlt 
the Saracens out of whom he raifed a Legion, which was called the Perftan and 
joyned m the Army with the Roman Legions. The Saracens having invaded the 
Roman Territories, Theophilus with thele two Captains marcheth againft them 
£ ame 7 near tbe En^y a nd began to conflder whether they Ihould 
fh L h ’ ff //ue/was f S ainl f the Emperour’s ingaging in Peribn, affirming it a 
thing betow hun to graple with a Man fo inferiour as the Amermumnes was. and 
that fome of his Captains with part of his Forces was to do it. But Theophobus 
contended that the Prince himfelf ought to fight, and advifed him by N ght to 
fall on with the Foot, and to leave the Horfe for a Referve. The Emperour ap- 
proved not of his Advice as to falling on by Night, butrefolvingto doe it by day ■ 
fn the Am c er T mm 0r 1 G , ene { al of the Saracens, whether out of fear; 
hi he aTT {G l h °T T C ^ he defpifed them ’ went away with parr of 
ill Ai 7 ’ 3 » d k ^, e, S ht y thoufand men with Abuzach.tr one of his Captains to 
&' B ? ttd being joyned many fell on both fides, and at length the C'o- 
fiorts or Schools, as they called them, with their Captain or Domedicus save 
SEES? ¥?? d and ^ edt , he z ir backs. The Emperour with his Guard, two thoulaqd 
and Turks he ? er fi ans -> and Theophobus got to an Hill, where they were incompafled by the Sa- 
ij worfted, racejts, who fought to take him Prifoner, and his own men ftrove as hard to de- 
ThfJhf and 10 thl f Contention they fpent all the day } when night was come 
Theophobus commanded the Souldiers to ftiout and make a noife with their Trum- 

Kd ° f M V fl r £ aS u tl u ey rejoyced for fome Re,ief that was arri- 

ved which Strategeme took fo well that the Saracens concluding they had Suc- 

feven MifotlliS’ ^-° u d befurrounded by their Enemies, retreated to 

leven Miles diltance, and by this means the Emperour eicaped to the reft of his 

5" hadrun away. Yet did he onely chide, and in no feverer manner 
ammadvei ted upon them. Theophobus , as reafon was, he very much honoured 

ZfrPlrf the: more fond of him, infomuch that they Petitio-’ 

ned Theophilus , that under his Conduit they might bv themfelves make War 

cSlnddfem^' A " d 16 f ° ^ g ratifiedthe m» that he fuffered none elfe to 
, The lowing year he marched againft the Saracens vvith very good fuccefs 

attempt the next but thi5 nS 

n", 'f , P * 5 n * f p r beJiad far the worft, and was very near being taken in 
Batte!, when Manuel his General confidering what a difgrace it would be to the 
J nd Empire > Propounded it to the-Army as an Argument to ani¬ 
mate them to fetch him off, and when he had broken through to him and found 
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~ hiiirwearkd and in defpair, he intreated him to follow him as he made him way • 

Andwith diffi- through the throng of the Enemies. But Theophilus Ml loitered, pretending hemuft 
cuity brought diTcourage his men by flying, which Manuel perceiving came back when he had 
already palled to him the third time, and drawinghts Sword tbreamed to kill him 
Z. except he would follow him, (.telling him it much more behovd the Sta e that 
lie fliould die than be taken) by which means he brought him oft. for this fer- 
vice he deferved a reward, and the Emperour was not flow to give it, and the 
thing being fo evident, to confefs he had been his Deliverer. But as Princes do 
not care too much to be beholden to their Subjects, he envied him for his Repu¬ 
tation, and there wanted not thofei who gratifiedhim by accufing theGenod of 
Defiens to Ufurp, fo that it was refolved he Ihould loofe his fight. This was dif- 
SmSi* covered to him'by one that formerly had been his Servant, and now was Cup- 
EmptrourBies bearer to the Emperour, whereupon he (led to the Saracens, and upon condition 
to the Sara - t j iat be fhould not be conftrained to change his Religion, revolted to them and 
cens ' vv as joyfully received. He was fpeedily advanced to the higheft Honour and 
Command he was capable of, and with an Army the Saracens fent him againft 
their Neighbours called Cermatce. But herefufed to fight with any other than 
fuch Romans as there were in Captivity, whom feathering into a Body he there- 
• with did very notable Service, and took a Caftle called Chorofan, finking greater 
terrour into the Befieged, not onelyby his valour, but the difference of Language 
?nd Hab“ andan united change of the manner of fightmg But not one y 
was he very acceptable to the Saracens, for fighting with Men, but making War 
alio upon Wild Beafts, which did very much at this time mfeft their Coun¬ 
trey, and afforded him this opportunity of keeping his Souldiers in Ac- 

t10 "; T hefe things bring made known to Theophilus , vexed him much, as taxing 
himfelf with Ingratitude and high Imprudence, in difobligmg foferviceablea man, 
therefore he refolved to get him Back by any means. At that time Monks being 
wont to travell and wander up and down in all Places, he employed one of that 
fort whom he knew fit for his purpofe, as leaft liable to fufpicion, lending by him 
B . r f Letters flrengthened by a Seal of Gold and a Crofs, whichgave Manuel fuch fans- 
?£ to? fadion, as concealing the Meffage heftudiedhow to return and after feme tune 
rour - effected it in this manner. He delired leave of Jfmael Prince of the Saracens to make 

an Expedition againft the Romans into Cappadocia ,, to be revenged chiefly on 
thofe who had accufed him to the Emperour, and eafily obtained it, together 
with the Son of the Prince to accompany him, as having already given lufhcient 
TeftimonV of his Fidelity. TheGovernour of Cappadocia he^ prepared before¬ 
hand to receive him, and being arrived at the place he defired, and going out 
from the Army with the Prince his Son and a few Followers as to Hunt, he bid 
the Young man get him back to the Saracens, and let them know his Refolution 
And received 0 f returning into his own Countrey. Getting fafe to Conflantinople lie was glad- 
into favour. j v received by the Emperour in the Church of Blacker nee, there had conferred 
on him the Place of Magijler, and was lhortly after Godfather to his Son Michael, 
whom afterwards he adorned with the Imperial Title and Enfigns of Majefty. Af¬ 
ter this in the Spring Theophilus and the Saracens on each fide made preparations 
for War but coming near together were ftruck with fuch mutual fear, that both 
Armiesreturned home without having any thing performed. At his return came 
Ambafladours from Chagan the petty Prince of Cnazarta, defiring leave to build 
up a Caftle called Marcol on the Borders, as very convenient for retraining the 
Incurfions of the Pttzinacce toward the River Tanais , which they obtained, and 
one Petronas was fent to fee the thing performed. Petronas when he came back 
acquainted the Emperour that he could not continue Matter of Cherfon, except he 
fent thither a Governour of his own, the manner having been to put fome of the 
Natives into the command. The Emperour being fatisfied with his Reafonsfent 
him to execute the office, with orders to the Townfmen to put him into poflef- 

. fl °4 4 W The year following Theophilus made an Incurfion into Syria againft the Si- 

SCwa": racens which wafting all in his way he took two Cities, and carrying away the 
ting ^the Do- lnhab i tant s made himTelf Matter alfo of Sozopetra the Native place of the Amer- 
minion Of the! though he fentto him and earneftly begged of him that he would fpare 

ir This done the Emperour returned to Conflantinople, leaving behind turn Theo~ 
phobus to fettle fome matters relating to the Army, which patt, he was to follow 
after But the Reverence which the Mercenary Perflms hadTor Theophilus, be¬ 
ing removed they fell into a Mutiny, and laying hold of Theophobus at Sinope^ 
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would needs make him Emperour, though he ufed all the Proteftatk^rand In- 
treaties he could - but when he could not divert them, he fent private notice of 
it to Theophilus to fignifie his Averfenefs to the Thing, and asfoon as he could 
made hisefcape and got to Court, where lie was kindly received and enjoyed his 
former Honours. And for this time no farther trouble happened, the Per fans 
being alfo pardoned, and received to favour, yet it was thought fit that being 
thirty thoufand m Number they fliould not continue together, but be difperfed bv 
! 5 vT f from y t T° , thoufands int0 feveral Provinces under their diftimft Officers. But the Prince 
them. °r the Saracens or Amermumnes, as thefe Greek Hiftorians call him, was wonder¬ 
fully imaged for the deftrudion of his Native City, and breathing nothin* but 
revenge, hired men out of Babylonia, Phmicia, Palefline, Cdofyria , and till far¬ 
ther Afnck, (that lying next.?/*;# Cedrenus means) giving Orders to every Soul- 
dier to ingrave upon his Target the word Amorium which being the Birth-place of 
Theophilus he was refolved to deftroy. At Tarfus all his Forces met ; and Theophi- 
/w aware of the danger marched to Dorylmm with fuch an Army as he could 
raile, diftant three days journey from Amorium. Now there were feveral that 
perfwaded to decline rather than withftand the fury of the Saracen Prince whofe 
Numbers far exceeded his, and to remove the Inhabitants of Amorium to fomeo- 
ther place. But he thought it would much refled Upon him, and refolving to 
proted the place, fent thither Aetius a Patritian the Captain of the Eai'c with a 
ftrong Party, which he alfo committed to the Condud of Theodorus Craterus 
(whorr \Zonaras will have to have commanded at Amorium ) Theophilus Bubutzkus 
and others, men very eminent in their time. .. 

4 f- The Prince of the Saracens lying at Tarfus , deliberated with thofe about 
Him what to doe; for he was of opinion that he fliould not pafs on diredly for 'A- 
morium, but fend his Son with part of the Army to make an Attempt upon* the 
Emperour, whom if he Ihould beat he fliould fliare in the Vidory, and if it hap¬ 
pened otherwife, it would be beft for him to be qUiet. His Son therefore he fent 
together with Ameras, who tlien commanded Metylene ; ten thoufand Turks all 
the Armenian Forces, and his Commander in chief; and they came and incamped 
themlelves at a place called Dazymenum. Theophilus with his Army, confifting 
especially of Per fans both Eaftern and Weflern, marching to a Town called An- 
zin, relolved before he would ingage to view the Numbers of the Enemy, which 
finding to exceed his, it was to be confidered with what Strategem and advantage 
they fliould fall upon them. Manuel the Domeftick of the Schools, as Cedrenus calls 
him, and Theophilus thought it beft to be done by Night; but all the reft were 
tor day light, with whom the Emperour agreed. And by day light a moft fierce 
Battel was fought, wherein firft the Romans had the better, the Saracens turn¬ 
ing their backs. But theTurks fo exceedingly galled the Purfuers with their Ar- 
rovvs, tnat they quite turned the courfe of the fight, and made thofe to run and 
„ ^ rlake their Rmperour, who but now feemed to have the Vidory. Yet did the 
Emperour’s' ^fP tains manfully behave themfelves, and fo did the Per fans, who compafled him 
Army. about, and earneftly laboured for his Prefervation: yet he had been flain had not 
Night come on and fome Rain fain, which wet the Bowftrings of the Turks 
lo as they could not fo conveniently ufe them, and the Romans had thereby oppor- 
tunity to retreat. In the Night Manuel who commanded the Watch, obferved the 
re,'/tans to entertain Difcourle with the Saracens in their Language, about betrav- 
wg the Roman Army and returning into their own Countrey, which revealing 
with all fpefed to the Emperour, he advifed him by all means, With l'ome choice 
Fo lowers to provide for his own fafety by flight, now while he had time, and not 
fall into the hands of the Saracens. He anfwered, that this he could hardly doe 
elpecially to leave thofe to perifli whom he had brought into the danger but 
Manuel replyed, that if God would but preferve him, they would look to them¬ 
lelves, whereupon Theophilus took his Advice and fled away to a place called Chi- 
liocomum. Hither fuch as we faid ran away from the Battel being fled, it’s faid 
they met him, and confeffing themfelves unworthy of life, who had fo deferted 
their Emperour, drew their Swords and would have killed themfelves, but that 
he reftrained them, by affirming he was preferved by God, and that therefore 
they Ihould not perifli. 

... But the Saracenian Prince Undemanding how matters had profpered under 
ms Son, refolved without delay to fall on Amorium, which joymng Forces with 
him, he did, drawing firft a deep Trench about it. The Turh plied it with Ar¬ 
rows and the Saracens With Batteries, yet the Romans within Valiantly defen¬ 
ded themfelves and it, though the ftorm continued without Intermiffioh. Theo- 

A a a pbtlns 
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7 h iitis with much adoehaving efcaped at expetfed the event, whence he 

refolved to try the temper ot the Saracen by Meflengers fent with rich Prefents, 
and to defire of him to defift. But he being implacably incerfed by theDe- 
flrudion of his Sozopetra, upbraided him with Cowardize,and fcoffing at the Mel- 
facre, commanded thofe that broughtitto be fecured till they might feethe Iffue. 

Then did he more vigoroufly than ever attacque the Town dividing his Forces 
into many Parties, ib as when one was fpent or beaten off another frelh one 
might fucceed, with which pertinacious courfe he hoped that the Befieged would 
be tired out and furrender. Yet the Defendants were fo refolute, that the Town 
was not to be taken but by Treachery,to which oneBadaties a Townfman was Bn- 
bed, who upon fome difcontent had abjured the Chnftian Religion. He gave 
them notice where the Walls might moft eafily be mounted and an Aflaultbe 
A.ui Race the made, which fo fucceeded as the Saracens by ftorm took the Place, and made 
clty.-jwom/w. unfpeakable Slaughter of the Garrifon and Inhabitants, being imaged at their 
Refolution, and for the Death of fo many eminent Men as on their fide had 
periflied in the Siege. And with the Citizens fo penfhed th« moft Beautifull of 
Eaftern Cities, nothing remaining of it but Rubbiih. The Women and Children 
were led away .into Captivity , the Men generally being put to the Sword. 

But Camas, Conftantinus ,, Theodoras Craierus, all Patntians, and others who were 
eminent for their Employments in the Army or the State were taken, and the 
Prince now in an Infulting manner caufed the Ambaffadours to take a view of 
the eflate of Amorim, and then fent them with an Account thereof to their 
TVfafter 

' 47. He lent them back again to defire that fuch eminent Perfons as were taken, 
being his Kinfmen and Allies, and the reft of the Pnfonets might be fet at h- 
bertv for their Ranfome, offering four and twenty Centenaries; but he rejected 
them and their Meffage ignominioufty, faying he fhoud be unjuftly accounted 
a Fool indeed, if helhould accept of but fo many Centenaries, when it had coft 
which nuke, him no lefs than a thoufand Centenaries in bis Preparations. ThM: here- 
the Emperour upon as overwhelmed with infupportable Calamity fell into exceflive Melancho- 
mdanchoiy. v fo astoa bftain from all fuftenance, receiving nothing but fome Snow-water 
which caft him into a Dyfentery. The onely Thought or Difcourfe he would 
admit, was how to be revenged for Amorium. To this end he fent away Tbeo- 
Mus :aPatritian toward the King of France, to defire his Affiftence, and to procure n** ^ 
him to invade thofe Parts of Africk which belonged to the Amemumnesj but thus 
Defign came to nothing, Theodofw Dying upon the way e er he could deliver his c ± mim 
Meflaee. His Melancholy and Difeafe both encreafing upon this Difappointment, » c*. 
in his Litter he would be carried to Magnaura, where calling together the Se- a/ ”- 
nate, with the Chief Men of the City, he moft fadly lamented the pofture 
of his Affairs, and earneftly moved them, that being mindfull of their kinclneft 
to him, they would continue faithfull to his Wife and Son, and fecure them 
from all Treachery. His lamentable Speech they Anfwered with as lamentable 
a Cry, and praying for his.Life and Health, promifed him that in cafe fo unac¬ 
ceptable a thing as. his Death Ihould happen, they would ftand by his Wife 
,, „ their Lady and Miftrefs with their Lives and Fortunes to the utmoft After 
eS Ch this he lived not long, yielding to the Diftempers of his Mind and Body when 
he had Reigned twelve years, three months and twenty days His care for his 
Pofterity it feems was fo great, that he would not Dye without having 77 ;^ 
phobus bear him company, whofe Enemies took advantage at the Revolt ot the 
Perfians in the Battel we mentioned, and encreafed the Jealoufie conceived of 
him by the Emperour, from their giving to him the Title of Emperour, urging 
that the Revolt was not without his Device and Procurement. Having before 
caufed him to be Imprifoned, when he was at the point of Death he comman¬ 
ded his Head to be cut off and brought to him, which touching with his Hand 
he breathed out thefe words, together with his Soul: Henceforth I am neither 
Theophilus, nor thou Theophobus. But fome reported that Onphas the Drunganus 
of Bigla flew him without having received any orders. 

Af ,, - hi . 4 87 Theophilus being Dead, Michael his Son fucceeded him, the third of that foaum Cu . 
Soiifucceeds. Name, Sirnamed the Drunken : in the Second year of 'Lothanus Emperour of 
the Weft; the fifteenth of Gregory the | Fourth,, Bi hop of Rome; the Fffth Indidti- 
on A D DCCCXLIL His Father by his Will left Manuel the Magtfter and 
Domeftick of the Schools, and Theotliftus the Patritian and LogothetaDromi 
his Tutours or Governours, but the Regency was committed to Theodora his Mo¬ 
ther, who by their Dire&ions ordered all Affairs of State. Prefently after^he 
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° ld Em Pf r °ur’s Death, the two Great MinifterTkoely mentioned wont ’ 

WilT Mft C 4 lling ‘r ^‘j^tthey rehearfed to t[.™XftZda 
and Will, infilled upon his Love and good Inclinations to them, and with ma 

sL f anH n <f alll «;‘ n S w°r d s endeavoured to gain their Affeaions toward lib Yomig 
Son and Succeffour, who promifed ,f need fhould fo require, to (lied their BfaJ 
in his behalf, and their Promife inftantly .confirmed by Oath. 7i.W« thus 
lettled in the Government was drawn wholly to matters relating to the Church 
Apt • h ndl . n S her endeavours for the reftoring of Images, which for a confidera- 
aga^nft the 10 " £ le , !- ime by tbe 1 . ate Emperours had been forbidden : and flic raffed a great Pe?- 
Mmcbecs. ecution againft the Mamchees , which became an occafion of unfpeakable Cala¬ 
mities in the Eaft For thofe ihe employed in the Iriquifitioh, ufing no modera¬ 
tion but great cruelty m their Office, Nailed fome of thofe they Condemned to 
Crofles, and others put to Death by many and unheard-of forts of niiniflimunr 

EStaf tothbh'rve 11 ^ 7 ‘if 1 - r‘'“ y - made r ay ’ ani1 confifated ** 

ltates, which drove the reft into Defperation and Rebellion, which was ke^in 
by fl Cadeas ° f tIia 5 Seft » who ferved Theodoras Melijfeuus , Commanded of 
die Eaft , in quality of Tratomandator. He undemanding that his Father was 
Crucified, mraged by fo ignominious an Affront, fled with five thoufand of his 
Perfwafion to the Ampras of Mitylene, and from him to the Amermumues liinffelf 
by whom being gratioufly received he prefently after invades the Roman Ter¬ 
ritories, and therein builds two Cities, which he called Arganmm and Amen 
Ami the DC. J ben S reat numbers of the Manichees flying to him for lhelter, to thefe two lie 
fhe Eaftt M d d an0t - her option, by the Name of Tephrica. From thefe three 

the inodes of p fome Sdiacen Officers, they made Inrodes without intermff- 

the Saracens. ll0n into the Emperour s Dominions; with fuch fuccefs generally aspleafed them 
onely ^W tlieGovernonr o[Tarfus making an Inrode into Armenia, was cur 
off with his Party, and Amer the Arneras of Melitena for fome time was diverted 
by the Revolt of one of his Felow-officers. But having Conquered IFs Adver- 
fary, andbeing a Man impatient of Reft, he joyned himfelf with Carbeas, and 
renewed his Hoftihties. Againft them at length was fent Petronas , Brother to the 
Emprefs, and Domeftick of the Schools (which Office he executed, though it 
properly belonged to his Brother Barths, who otherwife employed in State Affairs 
ffiallfee^iereafter ^ W1 ° ^ doWn £tn Army of Thracians againft them, as we 


• . th a e mean tir ^ c Mchael the Eiliperour growing up towards a Man, was 

mightily inflamed with a defire to Govern by the procurement of this Bar das 
M , f .rr cl %r ho thereb x and by ? U other ways {ou &tt fferew up himfelf into 
the Emperor’s p oblbcles to ^ R i^ were Manuel and TheoSliJlus, who being 

Guardians the Emperour s Governours, and conftantly attending in Court, were by one 

cTJ the ? eanS v 0 t J le n fir ?. t0 , be removed - lt lucI{ ffy happened for him that there fell 

court. fome mifunderftandmg betwixt them, which he fo encreafed that thereupon Mi¬ 
nuet quitted the Palace, and retired to his own Houfe. Having thus removed 
um, he attempted the fame upon hisIndrumentTW/)?^, whom he more hated, 
became he had taxed him for having incefluoufly to doe With his Daughrer-in- 
La I’ L.T7 En8m ? he ufedwas the Emperour s School-mafter, a wicked and in- 
muftable Man, whom the Scholar (commendable yet in this, that he was his 
Matter; willing to Prefer to fome confiderable Office, Theollijlus had oppofed it 
telling him fuch Preferments were to be beftowed according to Merit, and not 
upon undeferving Perfons. The Scool-mafter adted by Revenge, and the conftant 
incouragements of Bardas, never left Whifpering into the Ears of the Youth that 
alt things went ill through the bad management of TheoElifus, that he had a 
Delign to make a Marriage for the Emprels or one of her Daughters, and put 
r/ n o nnU he o E ? PerOUrS r Eye - 5 other J wife terrifying him, and telling him he muff be 

,he ftfr ?ni i n d VCr X C [ afty u - providin S for his own fafet y* They having often met 
Murthered by , d ^cHLerated about this matter, refolved to have TheoBiJlus made away, and 
the procuFe. ™at after this manner. As lie went to Lanftacum for the Recording of fome 
Z , i 2 To ,Tv ra fw 1l011S> ? ie E ^F er ? Ur folIowin S after at fome diftance ihould give the fign 

the Emperour. Dy ' v ds *» J“ ke Theotlijlus apprehending the fign, endeavou- 

led to lave himielf by flight towards the Court in the Circus, where the Secreta¬ 
ries then had their Office, but - was ftopt as he ran, and Bar das drawing his 
word threatned to kill any that ihould make any oppofition or defend him. 
He was then committed to Prifon till order ihould be taken about him, which 
was not long iq taking nor executing • for left the Emprefs Ihould in the Inte- 
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one to difpatch himl with whom he Arugkd 

lome time, but Died of a wound received m his Belly. . r . 

c Q He being dead, Bardas took upon him the Office of Camcleus; but Theo- 
dora undemanding what was done, ran with her hair a 1 about her ihoulders up 
and down the Court, which lire filled with her fhneks and cries, curfing her 
Son and Brother, andwilhingto them the like end. Bardas could not bear her 
Reproaches, but refolved that file, as the next obftacle to his Defigns was to 
be Removed. She being an undemanding Woman, was aware hereof, and re- 
. . he f 0 lved not to put all into bloud by making refiftence, but to call together the 
Senate, and give them an Account what Trefe was now m *ePatag both 
Mother gives u • te t i ie extravasant expences of her Son, and to make mamtelt now 

catefull and frugal iltehfd been, during her adminiftratio" of Affaurs She told 

them that of Gold there was one thoufand and ninety Centenaries, anatnree 
thoufand of Silver, partly gathered together by her Husband, and partly by her 

felf. befides very great Wealth in other kinds, of which fhe thought fit to let 

them know left her Son fhould hereafter make them believe that flie had left 
him an empty Purfe; and fhe caufed the Officers of the Treafury to be prefent, 
who bore wimefs to what fhe had faid. Having thus delivered her felf file re- 
fisned her Power and Government, and departed from Court; of which her 
Srn was not at all difpleafed. For all this Wealth the foolilh Young Prince m 

which Mi- 7 “-, Cirque^and 

sa£* "rtf-fig** 

cally Sports, he profufely enriched, bellowing upon each an hundred, eight), or 
at leaft fifty Pounds at the Chriftening of their Children. Having thus made 
away all his Mother had left him, when theSolemn time came that he was to 
make Prefents having no other means leit him ot making Money, he caufed 
” be melted and ftanfed thofe famous Trees of Gold, whjch Us Glicas rredate*) 
being made in the late Emperours time by La the Philofopher a Bdhop, the 
greateft Scholar ofliis time, held in the Boughs a number of Golden Birds, 
which by virtue of an Engine fuog melodioully, together with GoldaiLioiis 
which roared alfo by thefame Device, befides as many Vultures and other fluff 
of the fame metal, with other things, for wliich the Imperial PaUcewy famous, 
and ^ratified the curiofity of Strangers. In the lame manner he tad dealt with 
the Imperial Robes, but that Death prevented him, and Bafilm his Succeflour 
the imperial n , Inftruments, who found in the Houfe 

1 ^ hme “ii of Gold, and nine Bags of MiLarifu., which lm F odu- 

ced m *^ate, and deploring the Poverty of the Empne, Commanded them 
to Confult by what means it might bell be fupplied. .... . 

tt Rut Bardas and his Nephew proceeding m their evilcourfes, and ftifljea- 
fhrmrj. , 5 '<■ | £ mpr efs caufed Tetrom her own Brother, when on a time file came 
° the Ctatth rn Blachanis, to lay hands on her and her Daughters that accom- 
mn ed her tofltavethem, and make them all Nunnj w*ich Indignity flie not 
long furvfved. Now the whole Power was in Bardas his Hands, whom lus Ne- 
long lurvivea. Dignity of Curopalata , as a Reward for thus dealing 

phew Honoured g J Army, and undertook with him an Ex- 

with hm Mother. Af^r thus in > o( m and kid siege to a 

£Sf ' kt g 17 theirs^fltuat^u^n^theRiver Eapbraras. Herein they contained than- 
fcfles as wdUng to have it believed that dtey durft not adventure out, and their 
Defum urofpered fo well, that theEmperour’s Army thereupon grew fecure, and 
Took no rate how they ordered their matters. The Saracem then took the advan- 
i n thev were at Prayer, and going to Communicate on the Lord s Da} 

Sgtoft?them 2 eafly to the Rout, the Emperour ecapmg 
But with m f y thefwiftnefsof his-Horfe All.theiBaggage ofthe 
fucccfs ' leas Captain of the Manicbees fo notably behaved himfelf, that befides many 

Inferffirt which fell by his Hands,he.took no fewer than an hundred of the moft 

Inlenouriort d ers ) ^ wereaUput t0 Ran f ome , onely one Seon died 

. f^Reftraint Two years after, Amer with an Army confiftmg of j thirty thoufand 
2 V? Meifbvadedthe ultras Territories, whom JAM oppofedwithno fewer^han 

jssfs. 

mel the Domeftick of the Schools in.good time came m to Ins Refcue \uth 
ltrong Party. The reft fhifted for themfelves, every Man as he could,^ 
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Two years more having paiTed after this Ingagement, Amer marches with 
Another Inva- another Army of forty thoufand Men into the Roman Provinces and waftes Ar- 
fi°n. menia, with the Maritime Parts ; at which time it’s reported that he imitated the 
mad frolick of Xerxes , in killing the Sea, becaufe it Hopped his farther pleafant 
progrefs. The Emperour upon theNews, lent Orders to his Uncle Petroms with 
all the force he could make to march agaihft him, who then lying at Ephefus and 
. much difturbed upon Receit of the Letters, confulted one John a Monk, \vho 
Wherein the had the opinion of a Prophet, and by him was promifed vidtory againft theSara- 
^ Ce ? S ' I , ncoura g ed h^by, he haftes toward the Enemy, whom in an advantageous 
place he compalles about, and after fome vain attempts of getting loofe cuts 
him off, and his whole Army. The Son of Amer being abroad on Foraging and 
hearing of the difafter, made with all fpeed he could toward Melitena , but theOffi- 
cer that commanded the Charfian Straits, took him and his Party and prefented 
him to Petroms. Now returned Petroms to Conflantinople , carrying along with 
him this Monk, whom he commended as a wonderfull Man to the Emperour and 
his Brother Bardas, and for his good Service was made Domeftick of the Schools 
Bardas made Manuel being lately dead. Bardas being now left without a Competitour, order- 
CaJar ' ed all things as he lifted, putting in and out all Olficcrs, and now procured to 
himfelf the Dignity of Cafar, Michael in the mean time, as he was well pleafed 
he mould, by his ridiculous Adions making himfelf defpicable in the eyes of all 
Men. Bardas hoping one day to be foie Mafter of all, that he might by fome- 
thing commend himfelf to the publick, endeavoured to bring into talhion again 
Philofophy and other Parts of Learning, which by reafon of the ignorance of 
the later Emperours, had for many years lain buried in oblivion, appointing to 
each Science it’s feveral School in the Palace of Ma^naura. He was frequently 
prefent alfo in the Courts of Juftice at the Cirque, and procured the Laws aaain 
to flouriih, which in thefe times had been alfo much negleded. 13 

Thf ManHm., ^the mean time, all the Coafts lying upon the £**/*<? Sea, were grievouf- 
Coaft/ofihe jy/yafted by a fort of Pirates called /?#, a Scythian People, fierce and cruel, in- 
Empire infe- habiting lome of the Northern Parts of the Mountain Taurus. They brought the 
fled by p i. City of Conflantinople alfo into great danger. About thefame time another Fleet 
of Pirates from Crete infefted thofe Parts, lying about Procomefas and the Cy¬ 
clades, apd moft horrible Earthquakes happened, whereof the greateft onAfcenfion 
day, wherewith Walls, Churches, and other Buildings and Works were overtur¬ 
ned. Befides Rivers and Fountains failed of their Waters, and many other Pro¬ 
digies happened in divers places • of all which when the Emperour had notice, he 
regarded them not, fo intent he was upon his Races. One fottilh Adi of his 
muft not be paft over in ftlence. His Predeceflburs, that they might have cer¬ 
tain notice of the Incurfions of the Saracens , and to give warning to the Inhabi¬ 
tants of the Neighbouring Countries, that they might not be furprized, caufed to 
be Built as near Tarfus, in the Border of theirs and the Saracenian Dominions, a 


ftrong Fort or Tower called Luluni , on a very high Rock, wherein were placed 
certain Men, who as fcon as ever they perceived thefe People to be about an In- 
vafton, by fire kindled, were to give notice thereof to others that kept their Ra¬ 
tion in another Hill called Argens. Thole in Argens gave a fign in the lame man¬ 
ner to others that watched in gialus , thofe toothers at Mamas. From Mamas 

the fign was given to the Cirque, from the Cirque to Moc ilium, and from Mod Hum 
to thofe that watched in the Mount of St. Auxentius, who in the laft place gave 
the fign to the great Palace. By thefe Beacons were the Emperours, in a mo¬ 
ment as it were, certified of the Enemies motion, and the Countreymen had 
timely warning to fecure themfelves and goods, in the ftrong holds adjoyning. 
Now it happened that on a time, near the Church of St. Mamas, this Michael be- 
ginning his Races, the Beacon was fet a fire, which exceedingly afflidled him, left 
The firing of 5 he People fhould not view well, and confider his Dexterity in Riding. And left 
Beacon, for by any fuch fight; the attention of the Spetfatours fhould be diverted for the 
Emperour. the come > &rbade the fires to be made in the places that were near to 


who is whoi-1 Another time as he fate in his Chariot, and the Horfes were juft ready to 
iy addicted to ^ ^ S°£» word was brought, that the Ameras of Melitena , did grievoufly harafs 
facing and the Province of Afia, and being come already as far as Malagim , threatned the 
1 an f • reft with Defolation, which being told him by the firft Notary, in a forrowfull 
manner, who alfo prefented him With the Letters of the Domeftick of the Schools, 
matters of Importance as he imagined, he looked upon him with a grim and 
angry Countenance, asking him how he durft, Villain as he was, difturb him. 
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' important an Affair, with fuch trifling matters, efpecially now oneiy 

intent upon this, to turn off him that fliould Encounter hinj, to the left Hand, 
which was the wager laid. He would debafe himfelf with a 1 forts of mean Ac¬ 
tions, blaming his Predeceflbursfor infilling upon State. He had ever m his com¬ 
pany a crew of molt impure and profligate wretches whom to abufe all things 
Sacred, he would caufe to put on Copes, arid other Veftments wherein Church¬ 
men were wont to Officiate, and thus Habited, to imitate the moft Sacred 
Functions and Holv Myfteries. One Gryllusa Rogue, he called Patriarch j otheis 
he named Metropolitans, and took to himfelf the Title of one of the chief Bi- 
lhops and Prefident of the Colony. With this crew he would meet the Patri¬ 
arch in Proceffion, and once fent for his Mother, as to meet l& atm o who then 
held that Place, and as the good Woman on her knees begged a Blefling, the 
Villain Gryllus appeared, having all the while hid Ins Beard, and with filthy 
geftures derided the pooJ Lady, who with fuch Anger as upon fuch anoccafion 
became her, denounced vengeance unto her Son. Such were the manners and 
company of this diflblute Prince, whom veangeanceat laft overtook according 
to Ins Mother’s Precision, but firft all his Governours, and fuch asftoddiiave 
better principled and advifed him, were to receive thenPundhment. How T/ick- 
K came to his end we have already feen, and Wat Ins Tragedy is now to 
follow, which was ulliered in by a terrible Dream, and feveral other prefages, 

as our 4uthours obferve. . , „ ■ . . 

He had perfwaded theEmperour to Arm agamft the Saracens of Crete, who 
infefted his Subjeds upon all occafions, and were now come in their Expedition 
into Thrace, as far as aplace called Chorm. There the Servants o Bardaj 
whether out ofDefign or unadvifedly, for they were in an hurry, pitched then 
Mailers Tent upon an Hill, the Pavilion of the Emperour being placed below 
in the Plain. This advantage was taken by his Enemies, who ceaied not^ to ren¬ 
der Michael jealous of him, and to inftigate himagainlt him to procure ms bid¬ 
den Deftrudion. Yet the Interell of Cafar was fuch at Court, that they had 
much difficulty to bring about what they defired. For, his Son Antigonus bore the 
Office of Domeftick of the Schools,and had the other Officers ofThe Army much 
at his Devotion ; and Symbaths the Logotheta Dromi being his Son-m-Law, was 
concluded of his Party, although the Emperour himfelf privately had taken him 
off, and no Man fo much watched an opportunity to deftroy him, “d to him 
afone was committed the trull of giving the privy d ™£ 

Now Smbatm making a Relation of what had happened, figned his Face with 
theCrofs, which was the fign agreed of among the ConTpiratour^ Yet were 
thev very flow, being awed by the Relations and Dependents of Bar das there 
preftnt, though Michael fearfull left the Plot, if not now executed, might betur- 
ned upon himfelf, by one he could trull, fent and animated themallhe could. 

The Fad had not now been committed, but Bafilm the Emperour s Chamber- 
* , M lain Cwho for efpecial reafons, as we ffiall fee at large, was more concerned 
ml haii any other to have him made away) flirted up his courage 

thofe rnefenc to ftand to him courageoufly, refolvedupon it. Bar das feeing them 
come upon him with drawn Swords, fell down at the Emperour’s feet, and was 
cut all L pieces, after which they expofed his Genitals ignominioufly fixed upon 
a Pole So great a Tumult hereupon enfued, that brought the Emperour into 
extreme danger • and he might havetafily mifearried mit, had not Conftantae 
the Drtmgarhsoi Biglce come in in good time with a ftrong Party of Men and 
quieted thofe concerned, affirming that Bardot was juflly put to Death. He 
being after this fort difpatched, Michael call off all thoughts ol the Expedition to 

Cre % of Courtiers^hd great Minifters 

to raife themfelves upon the Ruine of others, and that ufuaUy they then^lvra 
are ferved in the like fort; the Interefts of times or humours of innees eafily 
changing, although their hopes fo beguile their wit^that they do not confident. 

Bar (Us had call down others, as fteps to mount to his great Preferment, and 
more than probable it is, that theEmperour himfelf muft at length fain 
for a greater advantage, had he not been prevented; but now bis Removal 
makes^way for another Favourite, who executes at laft what he had butdefigned. 

Bolins put This was ^BaJUitis but lately mentioned, by Birth a Ma cedonian, but as fome m- 
imiinsi>uce.pQ t d of Armenian % Defcent, and that from the flock ol the M aetd *t out of 
' Sate of old time the Rings of the Parthians Medes and f™ 

Le chofen, out of refped to Arfaces the Firft, who recovered the Kingdom^ to 
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the Parthians from thofe of Perfia. And long did this Rare continue - 

and Clienes being the two laft of the Kings, who being driven fmm t lit the 
ritance, came in the time of Leo the Great to Conftantinople , and he entertai- 

2 ?’ t m f h pT rabl * them COnvenient abode in Hie City. Aftenmd 

the King of ^invited them to return, about which while they were CoS 
ting, Leo removed them to Nice, a. Town in Macedonia, whence in procefs of 
time, when the Saracens had Conquered the Perfian Kingdom, the Amermumnls 
affo invited their Pofterity to return. This being underflood by the Emperour 
^ ho P erc ? lved . th u at be recalled them not out of any affedioS, bm 
rlmnu'L lK irm ? n a tbe ,b e£ter mafter th e Armenians and Parthians he 

IvhZi ^ ^torkihppta City m Macedonia, and thence to AdriampU 
rime 7 T h t Sd d yCt kept , S eir race unm «t with other People. Some! 
m f 5 « when Conftanttne and his Mother Irene reigned, one of them bv 
ea-teto Conftantinople, where lighting upon Leo one of his own 
h£nh^ 1 c e ^ ontr f 6ted fu A c b Friendlhip with him, that coming to Adrianople he gave 
^ amag t?' ° f thls Conjundion was born the Father of Ba- 
fmm’ aPerfon, that a certain eminent Matron, faid to be defeended 

horn Conftanttne the Great, married to him her Daughter.- This is the P=di 

fiSfon e tf /J | lVeS f , US °l Bafil i US ' but by others generafly it’s accounted but a 
fiction, who affirm him born of very ignoble and obfeure Parents. 

c “ s granted ° n a b Hands, that when Crumus the Bulgarian took Adriano ole 

o £ account ^ Parents were kd away Captive, and carried him witli them being a yoS 
SlnfP 11 ^ ?? 111 TheSuccelfourof Crumus, beingfore diftrefled by 
feveial Deleats received from the Romans, made peace with the Emperour and 

thM C 0r ? d 2,1 formerlytdffin^amongft 

M f? Prodi S iK m <■«<* “ have portended to him & 

Empire. An Eagle, when being a Child he was laS in the Field “a 
his Parents were at work, covered him with her Wings, and being beaten off 
once or twice ft,II returned to her former Pofture. When he was ®fwn m, ll 5 
“yotlth Ills Father died, and his Mother being left a poor Widow, and notable 
to maintain him, he went to Conftantinople to feek a fervice where he aot infr. 

f°“ e ^ ocall2d his fSKm ) who 8 wa“S 

kewSe ChuXof U 'ii f an n' 0S 7‘ / ‘' r ’ he“g recommended it’s faid by him that 
Kept the Church of St. Diomedes , to whom they will have it that the Martvr 

f 0 Udbe fT r0Ur ’ and command «l him to take him in as 
‘r 2 ? 1 for "'fM of a better Lodging. Theophilizes being much taken 
vith him, for he was tall, beautifull of Body, and wore long curled Hair, being 

tvhfoh thev .ww- 3 5 d ° f 3 . ve P S 001 !™. »ade him Gendeman of his Horf| 
winch they m thofe days and places called Protoftrator . The Emperour at this 
time having an unruly Horfe,none could tame him, till at length it was efTeded 
Lsfc S' wl *o when he was got loofe rode after, and leaping into theEmS 
roar s fadle made him quiet and tradable, which was accounted another Omen 
Fnr /r p c na • tra P« sand Purple Bridle, Enfigns of Majefty, being confidered 
For this Service and Contemplation of his Dexterity, he was taken amongft the 

fie^anf^fh * f Empero ! 3r s StabI ^» and Portly after Bar das having out of fealou- 
Hnpl ^ d J th &? er t0 b . e turnedout > was made a Protoftrator or Mafter of the 
nea/anH rnm! 30 ? v ? r Y honourable, and which gave him occafion often to be 
^ nd -T e f Wltb bl ™* So mu ch he grew into favour, that Bar das began 
T a J eaI ° us ^y e u P on ‘him; as alfo the Emprefs Theodora her felf, by reafoifof 

}c^dZ£t f ^t S t f 16 ^ Face > which bad been formerlyde^ 

his Family. ^ Husband > as appropriate to him that ffiould put a Period to 

ihe^nfoSfe t„ fW °?r S f* *h ? f thefc ™rks, nflr aft the Caution 
he ? n . 0l ? d 111 tIle leaft diminilh his Reputation with him who 
after fomc ime preferred him to be Chamberlain, which fo imaged Baidas and 

th^lothe^ifonhirK! 011 bis deftrudion, and this being known to 

bSirinn/ l ^Pojbble ^ was that both of them could long fubfift. But the'ex- 
{SteS^ W3rds CMBMBafiliusrte Advantage, who a? Ccefar flood and talked 
the other^v^dianr^ . h ^.^ d in a threading manner at his back, which 
cl^/WheiJ him ImVmg efpied ’ fdl down at the Feet of Mi- 

1,11,111,1 pieces ’ but not till the firft 
(lantivmtilp ^ by Returning then back with the Emperour to Con- 

{ i P t received from him m Marriage Eudocia the Daughter of Puceres a 
Lady much extolled for her Chaftity afwell as Beauty, and ofher Qualilic atfo n s 

by 
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' bTcedwuT, blit Zonaras writes, that ffie was Combine to Michael, and that 

' Die was then believ’d with Child by him of Leo .who afterward fucceeded Ba- 
BaJSittt made films a s his Soil. After this the Emperour made him his Cojleme, or Emperour 
Kmpcrour. ' cau f mR him to be Crowned by the Patriarch in the Great Church of St. Sophia. 

For after the Death of Bird as, the Adminiftration of Affairs having fain upon 
Michael alone, his Weaknefs and Debauchery came to be made more pubhek 
than ever, no bufinefs being difpatched, but all things going to Ryine, which 
conflraincd him asflupid as he was to think of fome one who^ftodd bear the 
Burthen. Being eafed fomething in his mind by this he returned to his Drun- 
kennefs his driving of Chariots and other loofe Courfes rather more than ever, and 
on a time when he had won the prize entertained Bafilrn and Eudocia at Supper,be¬ 
ing erievoufly incenl'ed againft him for rebuking and admondhing him; for m his 
maraud drunken fits he would command the Ears of feme, the Hands others and 
Jbmctimes the Heads to be cut off But there one Bafilinus , of late Matter of his 
Barge, but whom for his comely Perfon he had made fomething familiar with 
bin? Handing by the Table fell into a great Harangue, wherein he wonderfully 
extolled him for his skill, and his management of his late exercife m the Cirque. 

Michael being even drunk and much elevated with Commendation, delivers him 
his Purple Ihooesjbids him put them on,and falutes him Emperour j at which when 
lie was abalhed and looked upon Bafilius, the Emperour growing angry, Bafilrn 
beckoned to him to doe as he was bidden. The topes being on, Michael ima¬ 
ged it Bafilrn told him, that thefe Enfigns of Empire did much more become 
Bafilinus than him, and asked him whether as he made him Emperour by the 
fame Authority he might not create another. To this relation of Zonaras Cedre- 
ms and Gljcas add, that as Emperour and more fit than the other he recommen¬ 
ded Bafilinus to the Senate. However, Bafihus faw plainly there was no way but 
one mutt either ftrike or beftricken, andtherefore making a Party, as Michael 
confivres with - was drunk another time in the Palace of St. Mamas being led into his Chamber, 
other* »hb w hen he was faft afleep he made fure the Doors and then came with hisConfpira- 
murther Mi- j b ■ „ re nfted by tliofe that waited without, a noife was made,and the Em- 

^ ^rllSIwakeZ One going in tohim witharawn bmh 

his Hands as he held them up, and therewith returned to his Companions. Not 

able to <t 0 he {tumbled, lay roaring on the ground, till another of them thruft his 
Sword through his Breatt, and fo opened his Body that his Entrails came out. 

T oVuch an end came Michad firnamed the Drunken, after he had reigned twenty 
five years and three Months, whereof fourteen years together with his Mo- 

. 11 n cl-. . i _AlnCmnomiir Iw rnntent- of NobilitV 


Bafilius foie 59 . Michael being dead, Bafilrn became foie Emperour by confent of Nobility 
Kn^iour. a J 9 p eople> in t he twelfth year of Ludovicus the ^The 

the tenth of Nicholas Biffiop of Rome, the fifteenth Indidion. D. 867. The 
firft thins he did was to call together theSenatours and Magiftrates, and to open 
the Treafury wherein were onely found as we faid before three Centenaries. Bu 
to know how thefe vaftSumms of Money had been fpent, he^procured the Ac¬ 
counts of an old Eunuch belonging to the Revenue, and {hewed thern to the Ma- 
gittrates and Senate, by whom it was unanimoufly refolved, that thofe who had 
Fur mikes lib received them for fell diihoneft or frivolous fervices 

Treafury. vvhich fentence he fo far mitigated as to make them pay half, by which means 
three Hundred Centenaries of Gold were recovered. By this and other Courfes 
very acceptable and honeft he fo furniftied himfelf, that he made great largeffes 
•rakes care t0 f[ ie People. Hereby he got great Reputation and Love, which he augmented 
that julhee be offices upon lit Perfons alone, by taking great care tor equal and 

j^lifferenV'ffittribution ^of Juttice, to which end he _d 
whom he affigned convenient Salaries, and dividing thern three Coum 
w hich he appointed to fit dayly in Magnaura, the Cirque and Chalce or the Brafe 
r \ w hirli for this purpofe he repaired. To fuch as were poor and unable to be 
at the'exMnre^he^Sow^Moneyfor their fuits. As. his publick Affairspermit- 
tcd hc bimfelf would attend thefe matters, and going down to Genicum where 
his Cuftome-Houfe was, took care that no Man ffiouldbe oppreffed. Its reported 

lad tSidf to 0 JuLe,’ and therefore he fent certain Officers about the Ciqrto 
nd inquiry if there were any that defired to prefer their Petitions, who rctur- 
nine witli this anfwer that they could find none, he wept for joy, and gave God 
i te „,Thanks^ 1 Taking notice that the weights and Meafures of the City were flamed 

till-’' • J 
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onely with Figures,which wearing out,or ignorant pTrfonsnot underpin* them 
gave opportunity to many. Traddmen to cheat, he caufed inftead of Fibres the 
quantity to be expreft in words at length, that any Countreyman might reade 
them, and this at his own charge, To thefe commendations is added by fome 
that he altered and new modelled the Civil Laws themfelves, of which we {hall 
inquire, in another place. 

A ronfnimrv m 6 °d a Utthough he S ave content *? the generality, all were not fatisfied• for in 
agSnft hta? hls . £ rfb . year °. n ® ^orge and Symhatius, both Patritians, made a Confpiracy a- 
butdifeove- g a init him, which being revealed by one of the Party, their Eyes were put out 
Sed ndpU * and die rett being ffiewn up and down in difgrace were fent into Ba.iiffiment, 
The better to obviate all Defigns, to gain Diadems to his two Eldett Sons Con- 
He fetriet hi* oT and m his th,rd y ear to.his third Son Alexander. His fourth 

Family! by. Name, he caufed to take orders with intention to prefer him to be 

Patriarch, as fome have written, and his four Daughters lie made Nunns in the 
Monaftery of Euphemia the Martyr. Having fetled his Domeftick affairs as to 
him leemed moft prudential, he then refolved upon War, and finding the ufual 
Number of Souldiers much diminiffied, by reafon that Michael had otherwife 
{pent their Pay, he took care for making up the feveral Companies by new Le- 
vies. Then went he againft tiphrica , the Governour of which was one Chry- 
fochir a Man of approved Valour and Skill, who had done much mifehief by his 
Inrodes made into the Roman Territories. Upon notice of the Emperour’s ap¬ 
proach he ihut himfelf up within the Walls, to which Bafilius purpofed to lav 
He waftes the lUndei f ending that the Place was ftrong and well furniffied, he wafted 

Countrey near ^ountrey adjacent, and taking three Neighbouring Cattles Ahara, Coptus 
Tepbrica. and Spatha he departed thence with much booty. This expedition fo terrified 
taunts, a City not far diftant from tepbrica, that it made peace with the Empe- 
rour, and Curtenus an Armenian , who held a City called Locana, and had done 
S m , Roman bqrders > g^e it up into his Hands. In the mean time 

a lelect Party took in Zapetra and Samofata, where a great Number of Chrifti- 
an Captives were fet at liberty, and then paffing over Euphrates wafted the Coun¬ 
try, and with many Captives and rich Spoils returned to the Emperour, then 
lying upon the River Artzanucus. He incouraged by this Succefs marched to 
Euphrates, and laying a Bridge over it befides other Adsof Hoftility, took a Ca- 
Enters the Uf^kdRapfacium, as a Party he fent to harafs the Countrey, lying betwixt 
Territories of and Euphrates , deftroyed five other Forts. Entring the Territories of 
Mehtena. Melitena, he killed and took many of thofe that made opposition, and at firft 
thought of attacking the City, but finding it very ftrong, and fo furniffied with 
Thence to the » s *> hold out a very long Siege, lie departed into the Countrey of 

Manicke, de- Mamchees,\vh&Q deftroying all things as he patted with Fire and Sword he 
ftroying ail took, lour Caltles, and then returned to Conftantinople , which entring at the Gol- 
return to cL den • Gate . fr L ° m th t Hebdomus, he went in triumph accompanied with the Accla- 
ftminopie, I ? atlons °f People to the Church of St. Sophia , where having given thanks 
the Patriarch, according to the Cuftome, fet a Crown upon his Head. This done 
having diverted himfelf a little with his Wife and Children in the Palace, he re¬ 
turned to the Cares of the Commonwealth. 

< 5 i. The year that followed, the Manichees, under Command of Chryfochir a- 
gain made an Inrode and wafted the Emperour’s Dominions, againft whom ac- 
Jhe Mmi. cording to the Cuftome, he lent the Domeftick of the Schools. He with all the 
theEmpl F . orces tbat c ° uId . be made reft rained their Incurfions as he could, but not da- 
rour’s Domi- t0 hazard all in a Battel, as the Enemy retired, fent two Commanders with 
mons ' ° rders to follow him at fome convenient diftance to watch his motions • if he 
returned to let him know, but if he went diredtly home then to return back to 
But are met. the Camp. It happened that thofe two Officers being upon their Duty and 
watching the Enemy as he had fate down at the Foot of a certain Hill their 
two feveral Parties they commanded, fell into a ffiarp Contention about their 
Valour, and which had moft: deferved for their Service in the Field. The Con¬ 
tention continuing, a cunning Fellow amongft them, told them it was vain to 
contend in words, feeing that fo notable an opportunity preiented it feIf by their 
Actions, as to declare their Superiority in Courage. The thing took fo well, that 
their Officers refolved to make ufe of this their prelenr Heat, which wouJd re¬ 
ceive much advantage .from the convenience of the#lace, they being upon the 
higher Ground. The half of their Men fix Hundred and no more, they led down 
againft the Manichees , and the other ordered to ftand upon the Hill, and by ma¬ 
king a great Noife to amufe them with apprehenfion of greater Numbers. By 
Bbb . ' ‘ Night 
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Ami taken by Night they made their Oniet with fuch Clamour, a3 put the Enemies into a great 
the^«u»f. Ynght, which hindredhim from looking about or confulting, and he fairly be¬ 
took himfelf to his Heels. Then was notice fent to theDomeftick of the Schools 
and purfuit was made for thirty Miles with grfeat Execution. Chryfochir himfelf 
was flain, and his Head fent to the Emperour, and With him fell, the whole Vi¬ 
gour and Strength of the Mamhees , who from Tephrica . had done lo great mif- 
chief, and Cameia their Metropolis our Greek Hiftorians call it, or chief City, was 
prefently after deftroyed. About which time alfo Bafilrn recovered Lulum a Ca- • 
file from the Saracens ; and Melvus another Fort yielded it felf. • 

61. This good fuccefs of Bafilius abroad was envied at home, anotfier Confpi- 
racy being at this time hatched againft him, by one Curcuas a Patritian ; but one 
Another Con- of - t [ ie Number revealed it; Curcuas had his Eyes put out, and the reft being lg- 
nominioufly beaten and Haven were banilhed tjlien: Countrey. Having efcapal 
puriihe;]. this danger, in the beginning of the Spring with Ire eldeit Son Conftanttne he made 
in- an Invafion into Syria, and took Cafarea the chief City of Cappadocia, where he 
fades Syria, ftaid fome time and trained his men. • But thence by feveral Parties fent abroad, 
he took in feveral Places, and either caufed the Governours of the Saracens to run 
away or to fubmit: after which he palled over the Rivers Qnopmtles and Sardus, 
and came to Cucufus, and thence through the Straits of the Mountain Taurus to 
the City Germanicia, the Inhabitants whereof, as of other Towns, Ihutting up 
themfelves he wafted the Countrey about, and having taken a Fort called Geron,. 
with all his might fell upon the City Adapa. The Inhabitants molt valiantly de¬ 
fending themfelves, he asked how they could befo confident, feeing fuch certain 
deftrudtion to hang over their Heads, to which an Old Man amongft them an- 
fwered, that their City was not to be taken by him at this time, but by one de- 
feended from him named Confiantine, therefore they were nothing terrified by 
this Attempt he made. He replyed, that he had a Son there whole Name was 
Confiantine, but the Old Man again affirmed, that he was not the Perfon, but a- 
nother of that Name and of his Poftenty long after Ihould deftroy the Place, 
which imaged Bafilius fo as he indeavoured by all means poffible to prove the 
Prediction ialfe, but his indeavours would not fucceed, and theFroft coming on he 
was forced to rife up and be gone homewards. In his return he earned many or 
thePrifoners to be killed becaufe they were too numerous, and by feveral Hoftile 
4 dts {truck fuch terrour into Abdelomeleres a Saracen Governour, that he lubmit- 
ted himfelf to him and became his Aflociate againft his own Nation. Coming to 
Ccefarea out of Mefopotamia, and from elfewhere he received news ol good 
fuccefs of his Forces and Multitudes of Captives, whom he commanded to be put 
to death as Cumberfome and Dangerous. At Medms he rewarded fuch as had 
Returns svith done worthily in this Expedition, and fending the Army into its Winter Quarters 
vaft Spoils to returned to Constantinople, where he received a Crown from the Patriarch, as the 
c mftmino- manner vvas andwas CarelTed after the ufual fort by the Inhabitants. 
f e ’ 6-1 By this fuccefs of his Arms he quite broke the Power of the Mamchees, or 

thole of Tephrica; but the Saracens from tarfus began to renew their Hoftihties, 
and rather more than ever to pratftife their Robberies and Depredations. Againft 
The Sms them on e Andreas a Scythian made very ftrong oppofition, and did fo eminent 
beaten by ther- herein, that the Emperour honoured him with the Dignity ol a Patritian, 

C AnS. and at length made him Domeitick of the Schools. Furnilhed now with great 
Strength and Authority, he fought feveral Battels with the Ameras oi Tarfus 
wherein he had ever the better, and in one of them flew him who had by a Blal- 
phemous Letter challenged him to an Ingagement. Yet, as Envy is never want¬ 
ing to great Atchievements, there were l'ome at Court who maligned and aeculed 
him to the Emperour, as having had Tarfus it felf in his power, which he might 
eafily have taken had he not wanted either Courage or Conduct, or both. They 
perfwaded Bafilius to take away his Command, which was given tc. one Supeiotas 
one of his Acculers, one who made great Brags, and undertook lpeedily to put the 
Emperour into polieffion of Tarfus. And thither indeed he led an Army, but 
managed his matters without any diferetion or forecaft, and fullered his men to lie 
infuchdiforder, that the Saracens ifliiing out frightedthem by certainNoifesthey 
made, and eafily routing put molt of them to the Sword, for by the many Over* 
throws received from Andreas they were reduced to fo fmall a Number, that they 
durft not venturea Battel lift were forc’t to ufe their Wits. Such was the Stateot 
Affairs in the Eaft, how they flood in the Weftern parts we mult now difeover ac¬ 
cording to the meafure of our Intelligence. 
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tf 4 . All 1 bunne6, efpvqWly Foreign, being ncglefled by UtiM, fuch Parts of 
Italy as had belonged to the Empire, with the Roma, Pale in Sicily, were 
. f aJn into the hands of the Saracens of Africk, and made Tributary to thofeBarbari 
and ans. Farther, the Scythians (fo.our Authours call them) inhabiting Pannonia 
the Dalmatia, and the other adjoyning Countries, as the Chrobata, Servi, Zachlubi 
Ferbuniota, Canalitre, Diocletiani and Reutani, having been formerly fubie<ft to’ 
the Empire, had call off the Yoke and declared themfelves free People, againft 
whom the Saracens of Carthage watching an opportunity, made War, and creatine 
Goldan, Saba, and Calphufus their Generals, with a Fleet of fix and thirty Ships 
took feveral Cities of Dalmatia , as Butama, Rofa, and the lower Decatara and 
thus profpenng they fell upon Ragufium the principal City of the Province ’ The 
Inhabitants being almoft fpent with a long Siege lent to Confiantinople for Relief 
begging they might not be neceflitated to fall into the hands of the profeffed 
Enemies of Chriftian Religion, and it well happened for them that by this time 
Michael was dead, and Bafilius in polieffion of the Government. Hecommifera- 
tmg their condition fent away with all expedition poffible a Fleet confifting of an 
hundred Sail under command of Nicetas Oryphas a Patritian and the Drmgarius of 
hat Naval Affairs, or Admiral of the Empire, a prudent and skilfull Perfon, whole 
, co ming the Saracens apprehending, raifed their Siege, and failingto Lombardy fei- 
zed on a Caftle called Baris, whence they grapled by degrees all the Countrey 
about, and extended their power well nigh as far as Rome it felf. But the Chro¬ 
mate, Servi, and the reft of the Scythian Nations perceiving how well their Neigh¬ 
bours in Dalmatia had fucceeded in fending to the Emperour for aid, by their Met- 
fengers craved that they might return into their former Obedience and Protec¬ 
tion of the Empire, to which their Petition Bafilius willingly aflented, their Re¬ 
covery bringing no little acceffion to the good Fortune and Glory of his 
Reign. 

6*. But the Saracens that from Ragufium had invaded Italy, making great De¬ 
valuations in that Countrey, Bafilius confidered that his Fleet under Command of 
Nicetas was not Efficient for the Enterprize, and therefore he fent to Dolkk King 
of France {Lodovick the Emperour of the Weft thefe Greek Authours mean) and 
to the Pope of Rome, fo they word it, to defire their Affiftence,* moreover, thofe 
his Subjects that were lately returned to obedience, he defired not to be wanting to 
fo good a work. Hereby a very great Army was got together, wherewith Baris was 
taken with Soldan, and fuch as fought under his Command, whom the,. King of 
France led away Prifoner untoCapua. Here being kept two years, at length he 
beguiled theKing and got his Liberty (as is more proper to be related in another 

! >lace) and returning into. Africk, thence brought a great Force againft Capua 
the Inhabitants of which had fet him free) and Beneventum. Being thus diftref- 
ed they fent to the King for aid, but by the cunning of Soldan, having, been 
brought to revolt from him, he refufed to give them any, wilhing them deftruc- 
tion, and thereupon they fent to Bafilius, who on the contrary returned thema ve¬ 
ry comfortable anfwer. But it happened that the Meflenger at his return, was 
taken by fome of Soldan s Army, to whom being brought, he told him, That 
except going to the Walls, he would deliver to his Friends a quite contrar+anfwer 
and put them out of all hope of Relief, he Jhould die, which yet he refufed, fo great 
was his love to his Countrey, and telling them truly what he had in charge from 
the Emperour, was accordingly cut in pieces; after which, th e Soldan not daring 
to abide the coming of the Succours, raifed his fiege and departed. About this 
time Efman the Ameras of Tarfus, puffed up with his late Vidtory, fends, an Ar- 
. my aboard thirty great Ships ( by theSaracens called Camp aria ) againft the City 
Euripus. But Bafilius being aware of fuch an attempt, had ordered 0 rneiates 
the Governour of Greece , to have it very well manned, and furnilhed. with all 
manner of neceffaries; which rendred£>w»’s attempts inefie&ual, fo as inftead 
of taking the Town, he loft many Men, and had feveral of his Ships burned 
Inraged hereatj and knowing that Gold, w.as wpnt to operate much, he caufed a 
great quantity thereof to be fet before the -Wall, together with an hundred moft 
beautiful! Captive Virgins,propofing thefe as a reward to him that Ihould firft 
mount the works and enter* . This being taken notice of by the Defendants, they 
incouraged one another, and fetting open all their Gates, made an univerfal Tally, 
wherein they killed the Ameras and many^^of his followers, and! drove away the 
pit to their Ships, who few.in number; with fufficient ignominy, returned 
home. 


66 , But 
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66 . But this being over, another ftorm Caffie from Crete , the Lord whereof. 

Another Inva- s a el the Son of Apochapfe, fent one Photius a ftoUt and skilfull Souldier, with 
£«A°kh feveri and twenty Cumparia, caUedalfo Gallies, againft the Romm Such Iflands 
like fucce& as lye in the cAEgean Sea and all the Maritime Coafts they wafted as fair a sPro~ j «A<«rgj 4M . 
cmm/W and the Relief pout. But tfireftw the Admiral, met with them at Cardia, 
in the mouth of the *j£gean Sea, and in a lharp Ingagement burnt twenty of their - e rem - 
Ships, the reft fhifting for themfelves by flight. Notwithftariding this great de¬ 
feat, yet they of Crete under command of Photius , again Rigged out a Navy, and 
therewith much diftrefled the Weftern parts of Peloponnefus. Nicetas going againft 
them, found he ihould loofe much time, and perhaps the expedition if he Ihould 
Coaft round about that Peninfula, , and therefore with admirable induftry and ex¬ 
pedition, conveyed his Ships over the Ifthmus or Neck of Land of Corinth, 
and fell upon the Pirates e’er they heard of his coming, of which he killed and 
took great Numbers, flew their Commander, funk, burnt, or took many of their 
Veflels and forced the reft to run, and hide themfelves amongft the Wands where 
he hunted them out, and fuch as he Could come by, put them to death, by va- 
Which c.mfed rious and exquifite torments. Thiscourfe had fuch effect upon the Saracens of 
the Saracens t ^ e p e p arfs t h at j t mac j e them more backward afterward to invade the Roman 
invSStr Countries,’but could notfo much operate uponthofe of Africk, who with hopes 
s^manTtm- of better fuccefs fet forth a Fleet confiding of fixty Ships, of unuliial bignels, 
tones in the herewith they did very much mifehief, roving as far as the Wand Cephalenia 
and Zacynthus. Againft them was fent Nafar , or (as Zonaras calls him Nar- 
Thofeof a- r an -\ f UC ceflbur of Nicetas , who hafted with a very ftrong Fleet to Metho- 
!! but thence fo many of his men rah away, that he durft not venture to In¬ 

ca^ his Ships were fo unmanned. This he figmfied to the Emperour, who 
preferitly thought of this device. Thirty Saracens then Prifoners at Constantino¬ 
ple having their Faces befmeared fo as they could not be known, he caufedto be 
led’into the Cirque, and there whipped, thence to be fent into Peloponnefus , as if 
they had been the Authours of the Defection, and there to be nailed to Crofles, 
in the place whence it muft be imagined that they fled. 1 This ftruckfuch fear 
into all the Seamen and Souldiers, that it did the Work, and they earneftly defi- 
re'd to be led againft the Enemy, to which -he readily aflentedy as foon as he had 
from Peloponnefus fuflidently furnifhed hiriifelf, and given order to the Governour 
to meetandaflift him. . - , c .. 

67. The Saracens were much elevated at this delay of the Romans , and as fully 
fecureleft their Ships, and were intent upon Rifling and Pillage at Land, when 
But are beaten Nafar by- night, and unexpectedly fell upon their Fleet, %nd fonk, burpt or took 
by N4/Sr,Ge-all their Veflels 5 fuch as remained he catered to God at the Church of Metbofta. 
nerai to the T . „ EftiperouT much commending his Conduct, ordered him to proceed m the 
Emperour. hunti t h e fe pirates,- whereupon he Sailed to Sicily, where hedeftfoyedfuch 
Ships is the Saracens had hired, and took many Veflels foil fraught With Mer¬ 
chandise, efpecially with Oil, of which by this means he caufed fuch plenty, 
that a Pound thereof Was fold for no more than an oholus. From *S/<% he pro¬ 
ceeded to the Coafts of Italy, where joyning with the EmpeWs Land Forces 
commanded by Procopius his Protovtfliarius or Gentleman of his Wardrobe, and 
Leo a Patritian, the Goverriout of Thrace and Macedonia, , did very commendable 
Service For another African Fleet Was defeated at the Wand Stele, and moft ot 
Zc°oSZT the Forts in Calabria Md Lumhrdy, were taken from the Saracens, which done, 
tuple in tri- tfafar returned Vitforioufly to ConfianHnople. After his departure, things Went 
un,ph- jiot fo well in Italy, where the two Commanders, Procopius and Leo falling out, 
arid an togagement happening with the Enemy, Leo was fo far tranlported with 
AnsCr arid Revenge, ds to fuffer the other to perilh in the Battel for want of help, 
when he niight eafily have relieved him, having the better ofthe Saracens in that 
Wing where he fought; He endeavoured to make amends by liis good Service 
in taking the Caftle of TarenUm, and fending the Plunder to Bafilius, but heun* 
demanding the mariner of Procopius his Death, would not fotet it pafs, but Ba- 
niflied ] Leo, fome of Whofe Servants - prefently accufed Mm of Treafon, and for 
that Were killed by Bardas, and David his Sons. Fearing puniihment, they fled 
with their Father towards Syria, but were ovemkeninCappadocia by fome the 
Emperour fent to purfoe them. Refufing to yield, the two Sons were Mam in 
the place. The Father was brought back to Confidiitinople , andSentenced by the 
Judges to loofe One Eye and one Hand, which being executed, he Was Banflhed TO 
Mejembria , and there fpent his days. 

att- 


68. While 
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cens of ^ thinking him carelefs, and unprovided at home, from pt 
Pbemza, and Syria, got Ships together,, and made up a confidence Navy 4 vet 
refolvmg toefpie out the condition of Bafilius, before they would attempt anv 
thing, but the Spye returning, acquainted them how he kept many Men m rcl- 
dinefsfor any occafion and employed them in Building of Churches’ and other 
Works to keep them in Adtion, which underftood they defifled from their Enter¬ 
gy , They of Carthage, had prepared a Fleet to defend themfelves, imagining 
Bafilius would make Warupon them, but when they found no*ich thing, con? 
Syracufi Be- eluding that he was diverted by fome other Enemies, they Sailed over toSki/v 
a, «»»»«. whereof, one Adriln a pSritiao was 

Wlnd ; ° r l 01 * 61 -? 1 fo by the way, that at Pohpiaefus he 
SSSl ^ £“ th S City was taken (the ftory went as firft told by Spirits) which 
S t”; K- , the , I " fidds tjeftroyed, together with all the Churches. AdrL havmg cerain 
mnam,i InteUigence by fome that had eicaped, how he Ihould come too late and w£ 
prevented, returned with the Fleet to and took Sandiuwy in ”e 

Great Church, but was thence jaken and fent into Banilhment. Much after thl 
s«,fa n ” ann « ^™fcamed one Stephen a CeppeJecian, who with afeledl humhet of 
thcr General Thracians, JUeceJoBimi and Cappadocians, was fent into Lomlardy, but mindinv 
brnihrf tor notlnng but his eafe and luxury, he was turned out of Command, and one Ni- 
.teitoSait. cephorm Menu fent m bssi Room, ( a valiant and worthy Perfon ) with a new 
fuppiy, .and a Party of Mamcbees, formerly belonging to Chnfocbis. Joyning 
thde with the Forces of Stephen, Je obtained many Vidories oVer the SaLenf 
taking feveral Towns, ns Amentia, Tropts and St. Severina. Thefe were the wS 
managed by Bafilius , in the feveral Quarters ofthe World ^ 

6 9 . Otherwife he moft employed himfelf in the Building or Repairing of Chur¬ 
ches, of winch Cru'rmM reckons up a great number, befides other expenfesuoon 
the imperial Palaces, much admning him for his Prudence and Gdodnefs, where- 
ns Zonaras rather taxeth him for hrs toiling of his Subjefts in fnch works, and L 
lifts moft upon the ChUrdies, built toSt.rUirte/, as provoked to fo much «- 
penfe upon them by the ihngs of his Conference, toexpiate as it were the mS- 
crimes laid to t j* (er 9 ^ ^ ^ m P er 9 ur Mtchdel, his Mailer and Benefa&our. Two things befides 
Bafilius his that there are upon Record againft him, which cannot be excufed whereof the 
charge. y was hijbeing m a manner bewitched by the cheating tricks of a certain 
Monk called Theodoras Sandalatems , who after he had loft one Son, had almoft 
t J ie j ,ther - f is EldeftSon Confantine being dead, 
his thoughts and hopes were fixed upon Leo the fecond Brother, yet fo he could 
not ceafe from mourmrig for Conftantine,' and was fo fond as to defire he - might - 
have his foape, as alive, reprefented to him. This it’s Laid, this Sandalarfnus 
being a anjurer, undertook caufing a SpNlrum in his fliape to meet him on 
Horfeback, which he imbracedand kilfed. However it was,this Monkgot very 
much into his favour, and often deluded him by his cheating tricks, which Leo 
his Son could not but take notice of, often exclaiming againft him as a .Moun¬ 
tebank and Impoftour; The Monk for this bore him a Mortal grudge, refolvine 
to be revenged of him, but concealed ;his Malice, and carried it fair towards him 
the bettertobring about his Defign. He perfwaded him when he went abroad’ 
with his Father, to carry a knife along with him, therewith to ferve his Father 
m hunting, if need were, or if any Treafon Ihould be committed againft him 
that he might be m a capacity the better to aflift him. 6 

70. The young man not knowing his drift, arid thinking if rid imprudent acf- 
Vlc >,J e ”. ext tira f ^road put a knife into his Boot, which the Monk 

undemanding, and how his device took, then betook himfelf to the Father, tel* 
ling him that his Son Leo had refolved to kill him, arid for that purpole that he 
might not doubt thereof, came prepared with a knife irito the Field. The old 
man s jealoufieis eafily kindled, the young man is fearched and the knife found, 
whereupon he is committed to clofe Prifon, in an apartment of the Palace, where 
his Eyes had been put out at the Inftigatibn of the Monk, had not the Patriarch 
and the Senatours made vigorous oppofition. But for a long time in Prifon he 
continued, notwithftanding all mterceflion ufed in his behalf, fo powerfull was 
the fufpicion of Bafilius, till on a folemn day, entertaining fome of the Nobility 
at dinner, there was aParrat hung up in a Cage, which, in imitation of fome one 
ne had heard, lamented the young Prince his condition, faying often, Alas, my 
Lord Leo ? This occafion the Senatours took to renew their iolicitation to the 
Emperour in behalf of his Son, for whom they undertook to anfwer, as if the 

Bird 
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7 vikA\t felf did reprehend them for their negledl, and the good nature of &//f- 

»#'«, d,,, famTo his former^htce He 

Reignecfei^E^nyea^s^en ofhifdeath ^lere 3 ^ fomecUfereDce- U C^r<> 

he caufed his Head to De cu » 4 & curopalates, who mentions alfo 

from the Deer, Lealto ____, ot . „ n j rprltice the Bulgarians , he would turn apudPttlueum 
make a vow, that if he could all/^~ 

Monk, and having conq ^^ ft x ever a f ter ’ though heftillufed the Imperial 
fleih (bothof Womaneafie to his 
Enfigns. Take 1 ,JL ’though we gave no credit to what Cedrenus far- 
People, which we may be ve, ^^ hen t g e Senatours advifed him to fend feme 
&^£E^*** befevereinexading the pubhek 
Officers down into the wovmces, w inqiiifition to be made. . 

Revenue, he wou,d notpermit y 4 fucceeded him m the 

fuccced, 7x . Bafilius being ^ of the Weft, the fecond of Stephen the 

fixth year of Charles thet ^ T nd L.; on A D DCCCLXXXVI. He fucceeded him 
Sixth Bilhop of ^ or P e * s tjs obferve that the Writers of An- 

as his.Son, though vs to that theEmperour fi¬ 
nals differed among are much givento Drink feldom being able 

te“SbSShSta skfull in thole matters affirm. But 
,o get Children, as he tern m ^ ^ ^ the Son of m m, particularly 

others delivered j v 9 o n n r Michael and in the opinion of the world 

Zonary that he was “reftraint, Slay a lMemcmsfe 

the Son of Bfrn- H«^evemy to ,am ,10 B ^ wQuld he h 

the fufpicion that he thought except he did it to make amends for the 

left him the Empire, having oth » £ e left very good Inllrudtions, 
death of Michael. However, a , tQ the church, and others to his 

whereof feme had delation preat means for his Information and Direc- 

univerfal good behaviour. A^as^ anciefit Hifiories, rohere-^^ 

tion of his Life, he , , t thers w - tt h yeat pains had laid together, mfiorianm- 

in with little labour he Jhould find what others g ih/mices of bad Men. with rm, ibi m»> 
There he Jhould have a view if Infiabi - %%£ 

the Jeveral changes incident to humane L J> Pm -J and Sovereignty it felf is to Apui Baron. 
J of all worlk 

decay and perijh. 1 _/ ?» i t i earn t0 obtain the one and avoid the other, 

and the pumjhment f ^ickednejs, Study at leaft to obtain fo much 

Leo, fo far obferved thefe Precepts,^a? V J Surname of Philofopher. 

Obtain, the Theory, that for h»a««^ of his Adtions, will belt declare, 

Sirname of How he obferved them as topra Writers who have taken in a manner 

Philofopher. tho ugh by plates and the dd i ve red. . 

. all from him, though it be molt ob y „ e / 0 f sandabarenus, in order 

7 ». The firft thing that Leo d^, was to be rejngea o ^ ^ good 

Mimdry. to which he the promotion of a Rinfman of his own to 

upon Sanda- Wi ll and had confulted with F j d nt to be ignomimoufly and 

ba ™"- the Empire ; Sandabarenus heparted^ alter juogme^ £> here having 

erievoufly Whipped, though a Biffiop, and thence oam reca u e dhim, and 

hifEyes^ut out,in the 

ordered him maintenan While he was intent upon this courfe ol Revenge, 

Reign of Confiantine his S . amends for his Father’s fault by taking 

he lought to get ^SrheEmemuroutof the Monaftery at ChM, 

Remove, the up the Body of Mic , ^attended by a number of Priefts, Torches and 

Body Of Mi- Jjj conveying it to Conjtantinopte, itiena y Coffin of Cvprefs wood, and 
“oS: Candles, perlumeAwith fwe« O^oug ^ Piace and Dignity which he 

Jiamimplc. graced with all J^es^ an r Emperour’s Brothers, viz. Alexander and 

of Phtius) wrth Srngmgand ( 
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other Solemnities it was .-intombed in the Church of the Apoftles in a Marble 
The Saracens Monument. While he thus employed himfelf, the Saracens the Enemies of the 
rodeinto the. Empire Were not idle, 'burtook the uppetmoft City, lying upon the Kivet Char- 
Empire. fianus, making Prifoners:alJ the Inhabitants. And at the fame time happened a 
Fire in the Southern Part of Conjlantinople , which with other Buildings, eonfu- 
med the Church of St. Thomas the ApolUe, repaired afterward by the Emperour 
with very great charge. • • 

73 * In the fecond year of Leo, the Greek Hiftorians to whom thofe of Italy 
herein bear no Teftimony, tell us, that Angceus Son-in-Law of the King of France ,, . 

and Captain orGovernour of Lombardy, having notice of the Death of Bafilius, a^^ju s 
fell off from the Romans , and fubjedted all the Countrey to the obedience of him- 
felf. Againll: him was fent Confiantine, a Patritian and Overfeer of the Emperour’s \f* 

Table, with the Weftern Forces, but he received a total Defeat, lofing all his Ar- Culnm. *' 
my, and efcaping himfelf with much difficulty. About the fame time the Sun 
luffered fo great an Eclipfe, that the Stars were feen at Noon, and terrible Thun¬ 
der and Lightning followed, with the force of which feven Men were killed in 
the Forum upon the Stairs of Confiantine. Then was Saxius Befieged by the Sara¬ 
cens, and the Emperour being exceedingly enamoured of a certain Lady called 
Zoe, gave a new and unheard-of Title to her Father Zantzas, of Father to the 
Emperour, having formerly made him Magifier, and Logotheta Dromi. This Zoe 
was efteemed the moll Beautifull Woman of her time, and had been Married 
to a Patritian called Theodoras Guniazitzas , but he being removed it’s faid by 
Poifon, Leo ufed her as his Concubine in the lifetime of his WdoTheophania. 
fh tBuhaS. The year tll , at folIowed happened a Quarrel and War with the Bulgarians upon this 
am. occafion. There was an Eunuch, Muficus by Name,belonging to 2 «»/^,who being 
very intimate with the Chief Merchants of the City, by his Intereft with his 
Mailer procured the Mart of the Bulgarians to be removed from Conjlantinople 
to TheJJalonica on a fudden, and thefe Merchants by whom the Defign was con¬ 
trived to be made Officers and Receivers of the Cuftoms, who impoled grievous 
and unuiual burthens upon thole of that Nation, and quite tired them out of their 
Traffick. Simeon their Prince, who fought all ways poflible of picking a Quarrel 
with the Romans, made complaint hereof to the Emperour, who by the fuggef- 
tions of Zantzas , having his ears flopped to all that could be urged, lie gladly 
laid hold of the opportunity, and took Arms againll: him. 

74. Leo having Intelligence hereof, prepared alfo for War, a^id fent an Army 
againll him, under Command of Trocopius Crenites, with whom he joyned one 
The Homans Curticius an Armenian. In Macedonia the Armies met, but the Romans were o- 
are beaten, verthrown, and their Generals flain ; fuch Prifoners as Simeon took he cut off 
their Nofes, and fo fent them in fcorn to Conjlantinople. Leo moll grievoufly 
X> 01 deSef netIed with this Affi, ° nt » fent one Nicetas a Patritian to the Turks or Vngri 
the Turks to CHungarians ) to perfwade them to pafs the River, and invade the Bulgarians 
invade Bui- which they readily undertaking, he refolved alfo to fall upon them on the other 
garsa. fide. His Fleet he committed to the care and Condud of Euftathius, a Patritian 
and Drungarius ; and his Land Army to Nicephoros Phocas a Patritian, whom af¬ 
ter the Death of Andreas he had made Domeftick of the Schools ,• yet having a 
mind ftill more delirous of Peace, he fent to Simeon one Confiantinacius about §iat 
Affair, whom he imagining to be fent onely to put a trick upon him, for Ni- 
cephorus was now at hand, committed to Prifon Simeon, preparing himfelf to 
meet and ingag e Nicephoros: the Turks Cfo they call them) pafs the River, and 
wafte all Bulgaria; which he undemanding, omits his Defign of meeting him, 
t'h h s l / efeat a ? d marches diredly againll them. They readily ingaging with him, defeat 
tins, amf force Army, he with much adoe efcaping to Dorofiolum, otherwife called Drifia. 

Simeon to de- The Turks being Conquerours, defired of theEmperour that he would buy of 
Smpero°ur t ^ em n tlieir . Bulgarian Prifoners, which he did, fending fome on purpofeto drive 
‘ the Bargain. Simeon his matters going fo ill, defired Peace of the Emperour, 
to which he being fufficiently inclined, fent one Leo Choirofphattes with fufficient 
Inftrudlions for concluding of it, and ordered Phocas, with Euftathius the Drunga- 
rius to t return Home with the Forces. But now the cunning Bulgarian feeing ci fgnfiw 
himfelf freed from great Danger, call the Ambafladour into Prifon, and with a 
great Army fuddenly fell upon the Turks or Z/ngarians and defeated them, which 
done, he walled their Countrey, the Emperour not being in a capacity to fend 
them .Relief, by reafon of the ffiortnefs of the warning. Now puffed up at his 
fuccels, he writes to theEmperour, that he would not many cafe admit of Peace, 
except firft the Bulgarian Captives were fet at liberty, to which he yielded, re¬ 
ceiving 
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^hring back his Ambafladour, with whom came one Theodoras to receive the 

winch after- ^f^The Prifoners returned, and yet Simeon would not accept of Peace, which 
wards he inraged Leo to that height, that he was refolved with all the Power he could 
15i » hts> maketo chaftize, and if poffible, utterly to deftroyhim. This Army he com- 
Provoking m itted to Catacalon ( a tnan lately preferred to be Domefhck of the Schools in 
li'toSuT the room of Nicepborus Phocas, whom Zantzas, becaufe out of [ear of the Em- 
another Bat- perour, he refufed to become his Son-in-law, had procured to be difcharged of 
u-i, t { iat office ) and Tbeodofm a Patritian, and the Potovefharm, who giving Battel 

P,ut with w to Simeon, were defeated by him, with great (laughter of their men, with whom 
incccfs. f e n alfo Tbeodofws. This Difafter abroad was followed by an imminent Danger 
a cdnfpiracy at home from a Confpiracy, while he ufed the company of Zoe the Daughter of 
is Difcovercd, Zantzas in the Countrey. She happened to overhear the Confpiratours Difcourfe, 

,>nd Pmiiilied. and awa king the Emperour, caufedhimtolliift forhimfelf, which he did by re¬ 
turning to his Palace by water. John the Drungarias of Bigla, who then Com¬ 
manded the Guards, he put out of his Place, for having Watched no-better* 
and it feems he had Zantzas himfelf fufpeded, for he was forely difpleafed with 
him we are told, and was at length brought to a Reconciliation by the means 
and Solicitation of Leo Theodores the Magi/ter, and an intimate Friend to them 
both Yet that excellent Lady Theophano his Emprefs being Dead, he Married 
Zoe his Daughter, who was formerly his Concubine, and fet the Diademe on 
her Head, in which fhe joyed not long, dying after a year and eight months. 

Another. she bein'* Dead, another Confpiracy was hatched by a Kinfman of her, by Name 

Bafilim, the Pedes, as *Z°«aras calls him , or Bfcitta of the Emperour as J 
+ Cedrenm hath it, who communicated his Defign to Samonas the Chamberlam, t 
under an Oath of fecrecy. But he, though a Saracen by Birth, revealed the mat- V ^ 
ter - whereupon Baftlius was fent into Macedonia, , as there to celebrate the obfe- 
quies of Zoe, and at his return fubje&ed to Examination and Tryal, together with 
his Complices, by which being found Guilty, he was led ignominioufly through 
the City, and Banilhed to Athens. The good fervice of Samonas was fofar ap¬ 
plauded by the Senate, that they gave him thanks, and judged him fit for the 
greatefi; preferment: and the Emperour who had made a Relation of it to the 
j Fathers, fo far approved their judgment, that he made him prefently Protofpat ha¬ 
rm, and began to ufe him very familiarly. Now about this time did Marry 
a third Wife, a Woman of extraordinary Beauty, by Name Eudocta • but fhe died 
not very long after in Childbed, together with her Infant. To the memory of 
his firft Wife Theophano he now Built and Dedicated a Church,m which and. other 
The Saracrn Buildings while he employed his Seamen, a Fleet of Saracens took Tauromimm 
make an inva- j p Sicily, with great (laughter of the Romans, and made themfelves Matters of 
fion ' Lemnus, whence they led away a great multitude ofCaptives. 

76 To Leo it ordinarily happened that one mifchief did not come alone j tor 
at the fame time that his Subjects fuffered thefe things in other Parts, he himfelf 
efcaped narrowly with his Life at Conftantinople. It was the Cuftome on Whit- 
Snnday to make a folemn Proceffion to the Church of St. Moctus. He being pre- 
fent thereat, juft as he entrcd the Church, a certain Fellow aflaulted him with a 
Leo like to be great Club, and (taking him on the Head had killed him outright, but that a 
Brained. Candleftick hanging in the way kept off part of the Blow; but as it was it fetched 
bloud in abundance. Alexander his Brother being not at the Solemnity, was 
iufpedted by many as guilty of the Contrivance ; but the Man, though grie- 
voufly tortured, accufedno Man, and therefore no farther inquifition was made, 
he havinghis Hands and Feet chopped off, and fo burnt alive in the Cirque. The 
Emperour no fooner recovered, but being now a Widower, and having hitmen 
much dabled in Aftrology, afwell as hunted after the Opinions of others, who 
affirmed he fhould have a Son to fucceed him, applied his mind to new loves, and 
fhortly after Married another Zoe, called Carlonopfina, from the place or her Na¬ 
tivity or abode, who lived with him a good (pace before he let the Diademe on her 
Head, not till fhe had brought him a Son, which he called Conjlanttne. But his 
Nuptial Joys were prefently allayed by ill News he received from Sea, where 
now the Saracens having taken Encouragement from the Hoffihty which the Bul¬ 
garians e-mM, tyrannized exceedingly, and under Conduit of one Leo Atta- 
Anotliei’ in- leas a Renegado of Tripolis did great mifchief upon the Coafts "ho threaded 
vniion by the C onflantmple it felf with fpeedy Definition; the Emperour upon the News 
Smcem. dif tche / awa y Euflathius his Drungarias of the Fleet, who finding himielf 
too weak for Leo, returned, but with him at his back , for he folioweu 
him into the mouth of the Helefpont , and proceeded on as far as 
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77. This much diftiirbed the Emperour, he fent away Himerm his p,;,vWi-' 

Secretary with the Fleet, who foilnd out the Renegadof but findinghimSu 
our to him in Numbers and his Men more courageous, he durft not ven¬ 
ture uponan Ingagement, but fufFered the Saracens quietly to return and lav 
Siege to Thejfalomca which they took, fhed much bloud and made many Prifoners 
A little before it fell out, that one Rhodophyllus one of the Bedchamber travel* 
ling upon pubhekbufinefs for Sicily, with an Hundred Pounds of Gold fell fick 
by the way, and for his eafe and recovery was forced to take in at TIpIT^Ia ■ ' 
where Xeo the Renegado finding him tortured himto death ,' 
tray this Treafure into his Hands. But indeed the Money he had left: by the wav 
which was taken up by Simeon one of the Secretaries, who had other occafion m 
S V h' r f that Rod % He perceiving Lee refolved to deftroypX“ 

tatTf 3 t Cept °f th f Mo “y as a Ranfome of it, which the Emperour took 
fo well from him, that he rewarded him with the Dignity of a Patritian inS 
of Principal Secretary. The Saraeent having left 

11 w I pared ?, pur f ue them > but the y “ the Ifle of Crete, and there hS ’S 
r of ,hw b00 ' p > d ^«ed home onmolefted leaving him idle at Lme .J 8 The 

taTnfheTrbyLandS ‘tZ^ttZaflathf/ Are ™° * f"!* Cap - 

" hofo ■nenagedtheir Affairs, that riiey got many^Sies i ntZZfti™ 

™urney , to r ht e M„n^ (of teoSfei” faH "d 

much Money and Horfe w^efcape into his own Countrey^nd kfthelh^Sd 
be purfud, hamftrmg’d, the publick Pofl-Horfes in the wav r , 

after, but at tlie River Halys lie was taken and floot hJ nt /everal 

There Leo ordered him to be kept in the Houfc of r-JeIV ? Co »J™»ti»ople. 
flavine to tell another Tale in the Senate how in f "' ?" d CaU L fed c °>» 
faid Crofsto pay his Vow. The ntat dav callTnfrh^c ' VaS S°“S'o« h e afore- 
Conftantine to fw p ear by God and the Enfnemnr’f T -c ena j e [°S et ^ ier ) he caufed 
queffion whether Samonas was going into Stria He^reMv'^" 3 * ed j 1 ' 1 ? tbe 
himfelf openly prorelted that h! 

C£332? th “ he " ade him a a ” d 

ftin 7 g 8 iSSSr ^ t h f„°^ n '“a 

— p “Sed“s; r “£| t |I| 

Ecclefiafticks, who all flon^ hv V ’ v b l the Huraour of the 

■ flavine the been from the time of Con. 

Marriage, he made formeriy an Edift » "Staff the MnhMctv f'?™ to Mlamu„n- 

Xz s r h r m : tlince married “® ttty 

ts m 3. Cap. 1. aJCmntu.Ctml. Lateramnfifab fUxaniro {. Tit, de fiotnd. nuptiis^T. uGotbofied.fnfocum <1 ^ Cerint ^ 

CCC 
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The Str'm;; nons, of which now he late enough repented. This fame year the Saracens, let 
SSET out a Fleet againft the Emperours Subjedts againft whom he fent Himerm the 
their Tncurii- otheta Dromi, and with him joined Andronkus Ducas , the Father ot Conjtan- 
ti£ formerly mentioned. Sarnrns bearing implacable hatred to this Family, 
ofthe Generals for his being intercepted by Conjlantine on his way homeward, bribed a familiar 
to the Empe- p r j enc j 0 f Adronicus to write to him, that he Ihould by no means adventure to 
rour - j 0 i n i n the Enterprize with Himerius, , who had order from the Emperour to 
put out his Eyes, aflbon as he could have an Advantage to doe it, Andro¬ 
nkus believing this ftory, refufed to accompany Himerm in the Expedition, 
who ingaged without any Collegue with the Enemy, and gave him a very no- 

79. Andronkus awakened with this his Succefs, and fenfible of his Errour, out 
of defperation, feized upon a Caftie fituate about Iconium called Cabala, and con- 
fidered how to revolt. His Enemy now inceflantly plied the Emperour with com¬ 
plaints againft him, urging his Treachery and Defigned rebellion, upbraided him 
for not having fecured him before he efcaped his Hands, and importuning him 
at leaft to obviate, and lelTen this growing Mifchief. Overcome with 
his Suggeftions, he fent againft Andronkus, Iberitzas Gregoras , the Domeftickot 
the Schools, and one allied to him, with aftrong Army, which he1 underftanding, 

upon which and ho w Nicholas the Patriarch, his principal Friend was caft out of the Church,he 
the other re. flec j w j t j a a jj j ie had to the Saracens, and was kindly received by the Amermumnes. 

Sif This much difturbed Lei, when he.confidercd both wha: a Subiefi he had loft, 
and an Enemy he had created to himfelf, and if poffib e he refolded to get him 
back. He wrote Letters to him, wherein he promifed both oblivion of what 
was paft, reftitution to his former Dignity and Eftate, and much more Incourage- 
ment, and more kindnefs than he had ever yet received. But the Meffenger, a 
Captive Saracen, was perfwaded by Samonas not to deliver the Letters to An¬ 
dronkus, but difeover the Contents of them to the Amermumnes, who thereupon 
Where he dies Andronkus and his Followers into Prifon, where they endured much and 

miferabiy. j mi f ery . anc j 0 f them fome abjured their Religion to be rid of their Chains, 
he himfelf perifhed without Redemption. But his Son Conjlantine, With diversof 
the other Prifoners made his efcape, and though purfued fometimes by fighting, 
and other whiles by cafting Gold in the way, and thereby diverting the greedy 
Souldiers, got fafe to Conflantinople, where the. Emperour conferred great Gifts 
upon him, andfeafted him in the Golden Room. Ifsfaid, that as he was des¬ 
tine out at the Gate, Leo called him back again, and advifed him, that by reafon 
of his Name he Ihould never take the Confidence to aim at the Sovereignty, for 
he was very well allured by fuch as could foretell things of this Nature, that 
Conjlantine his young Son was deftined of God to the Empire. But if not con¬ 
tent with his former Condition, he Ihould make any Attempt that way, his 
Head for certain Ihould be cut off, and brought thorough that Gate m its 
Gore, which the Event confirmed. , , , . . , T , 

80. Much about this time, out of fome jealoufie he had conceived Leo put 
Eujlathius the Magijler, and Drungarius Biglte out of his Place, whereupon he re¬ 
tired and died by poifon, being much regretted by the Souldiers, both by Sea 
and Land. For he was an extraordinary Man, who brought the firnameot Ar¬ 
ms or Siherd to his FamUy, either by reafon of the Purity of his Life, the 
beauty of his Body, or theluftre of his valiant Actions, wherein be fo far excee¬ 
ded all others of his time, and during the Reign of Michael, that with Slaves 

' and Dependants alone, he kept in awe the Manichees of Ttphrica, and the Saracens 
of Melitena. Leo was not fo fevere to him, as indulgent in the other extreme to 
Samonas the Saracen , whofe Father together with one Abelbaces, lent from Afc/z- 
tena and Tarfus, he entertained in the Palace of Magnaura, with all Magnificence 
imaginable. And what was thought not fuitable to Men of their Religion, 
ftiewed them all the Treafureand Furniture of the great Church. The old Man 
was fo much taken with the fplendid condition of his Son, that he would have 
ftaid at Conflantinople, and been partaker of his good Fortune; but Samonas would 
not permit it, defiring him to go into his own Countrey, and perfevere in his 
own Religion, alluring him that he would follow him with the firft opportunity. 

Now on Whitfmday, Leo caufed his Son Conjlantine to be Crowned by the Hands 
of Euthymius the Patriarch. And the Confidence of Samonas was by his immo¬ 
derate Favour grown to that height, as being jealous of anew Favourite named 
Conflantine a Paphlagonian by birth, which lie himfelf had given to the Emprefs, 
he both accufed her as being too familiar with him, and made a fcumlous Libel 
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againft the Emperour, who upon Inquifition finding him to'foe Authour of it 
caufed him to befiiaven for a Monk, and made Conjlantine whom at his Sug’ 
geftions being fhaven, he had retaken out of the Monaftery* Chamberlain in 
infeft the^Sea* his ftead ’ About this time tbe Saracens fent out three Hundred Ships under con- 
Coafe and efudtof one Damianus a Tyrian, and Leo of Tripolis, which committing the ufual 
brat the Em- Hoflilities, Himerm the Admiral was fent againft them, and ingaged with them 
S.” * at Sam »s, but was beaten, put to flight, and hardly efcaped to Metilena. .The 

Emperour not long after was feized with the Colick, and brought fo low with it 
that he could not make his ufual Speech in the time of Lent, but calling toge¬ 
ther the Senate recommended to their gratitude and care his Wife and Son, telling 
them he Ihould hardly hold out fo long as Eajler. Yet he lived till the Eleventh 
e^odiis. of May, and then dying left the Empire to his Brother Alexander , whom with 
all Earneftnefs, he defir'ed carefully to educate his Son Conjlantine, to ufe him 
as became his Quality, and to leave him his Succeflour. He reigned two and 
twenty Years, three Months and four Days. 

81. We have brought Leo to his end, fee have riot done with him, as neither 
with Baftlius his Father, and that upon account of a remarkable Alteration 
made by them in the Laws of the Empire, of which we muft neceflarily give 
the Reader an Account. He is then to know, that the Civil Law with fo great 
Care and Induftry modelled a-new by JuJlinian was in great . 

danger, not long to furvive the Authour. For befides that , VideFabrot. in Edit. Bajilic. Bdivin. 
came not into Italy, and the Weftern European Nations tn ad / n -ty% , . * 
for the fpace of five Hundred years after his-death ; being Us.LitTcap-f" mbor,t ’^ msCm - 
fupprefled or kept out by the particular Laws and Cuftoms 
of the Barbarous Nations which had lately poflefled thefe Parts, as the Goths 
Lombards, Vandals, Franks, and others, in the City and Empire of Conflantinople 
it felf, either through thenegledt or envy ofthe Emperours, fcarcely for forty years 
did it continue in any confiderable Authority. Indeed through the Reigns of Jufiin, 

Tiberius and Maurkius , his Books were received both in the Schools and Courts of 
Juftice, and in Latin as they were written, and in the fame Language was Juftice ad- 
miniftred, the Decre'es of Magiftrates and theRefolutioris of Judges publilhed, fuch 
honour and refpedt being as yet given to the Tongue ofthe Romans, to the Va¬ 
lour and Condudt of whom fo great Domiriion was to be aferibed. But Matiri- 
cius being murthered, Phocas and his Succeflours had little care either for Pre¬ 
fer vatiori of the Language or the Laws, and though the Empire wasftill called 
th q Roman Empire, and their Writers are very carefull to give the Name of Ro¬ 
mans all along to the Emperour’s Subjects, even fo far that if they and the Ita¬ 
lians be mentioned together, yet by Romans they ever mean fuch as were fubjedt 
to the Conftantinopolitan Empire whereever they lived', yet however, Latin 
grew out of ufe, the Greek Tongue being native tothe Place (though exceedingly 
mixed with Latin words) drovfe the pra&ice of it out by Degrees,- Generally in 
other Couiitries the Emperours were known by the Name of Greek Emperours• 
and fome of them vdUnted themfelves, as the Succeflours of Alexander the 
Great. 


8x. By thefe means the Books of JuJlinian, Written firft in Latin, becaufe lit¬ 
tle regarded, yet of fome ufe they were for two hundred’years, till the time of 
Bafilius Macedo , the Father of Leo. For they had been either in the lifetime of 
JuJlinian himfelf, orlhortly after tranflated into Greek , as the Code and the Pan- 
dedts by Thalelceus an Anteceflour, and the Inftitutions by Theophiks, and be¬ 
fides thefe, many other Books of the Ancient Lawyers, out of which the Pan¬ 
ders had beep Compofed. Out of thefe Tranflations then arid the Conftitutions 
of fuch Emperours as fucceeded JuJlinian , was Juftice adminiftred, fo as it was, 
till the time of Bafuiui, though the knowledge and pradtice of the Law were 
both very ftriali, for the Reafons now mentioned, and the continual Irruptions 
and Defolatioris made by the Saracens, during which like difturbances. Laws are 
wont to make but little noife. But Baftlius being a Man 

of Spirit far above his Birth and Breeding, and having ’aaaa.ii} m *oa/t««a- 
*owHttorite Mtav 

Bitfdttts and let upon the work of making and reforming Laws. He c. 

the civU°" was raoved b Y this reafon, as they tell us, becaufe he per- Cedrenus *» Ba Mo. 

Law. ceived the Civil Laws to be very confufed and obfeure,- 

therefore he refolved to purge them by abrogating the unprofitable ones, by 
making fhorter fuch as were tedious, and otherwife, of which Defign Death ciron, dfer- 
preventing the accompliihraent, it was perfe&ed by Leo his Son. Later writer s^.fw.ca- 
Ccc z aferibe nonic - Cc A J- 
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^tribTtohirenvy^at the glory of Juftinian, what the other attribute to a kind . 

of neceflity, and they impute it to his defire, that his Name with his Books 
ihould be obliterated and quite forgotten. Out of what principle foever it was, 
he with his Sons, Conftantine and Leo, firlt publiihed an „ , 

Epitome of JuftinM s Code, which he called ***»£ 

and afterward fixty Books called Baftlica , compofed out t e„ Mv ^^ Ko v quia « 6 0 . libris m- 

of the Books of thefaid Emperour, his thirteen Edidsaf- Rabat. 

ter the publication of his Novels, with the Novel Confti- 

tutions of Juftin and the following Emperours. Thefe alone had the Force of 

Laws fo long as the Eaftern Empire it felf lafted, and Juftiman his Books were 

quite laid afide, both in the Schools and the Courts of Juftice. 

■* . * r ..i D-zf/iy. C /r^ fnrriR nttrihutfi (a) Harmenopul. Lib. i. Tit. i. 


83. Now thefe Boob of the Bafilia, M M 
to Leo, and others (Jf) to Bafihus himfelf, to whom Leo (ij Gothofred. ad Novel. Lcmu. ala. 
alfo afcribes them, and indeed this controverfie may eafily 
be decided by what we have lately faid from the Greek Hiftorians, that Ba- 
began, and to.perfefled the work j fo that both Father and Son had an 
hand in them, and twenty years after their pubhemon, 

the Grandchild not another Son, as one of our Lawyers . 

. ** le _ vrranacilliu, 11 , ’ anrl a men. * Confiantmus Lie fuit Conflantinut 

' miftakes, * Conftantine Porphyrogenztus purg Leonis filius cognomento Porphyrogtneta 

ded them But Leo after the Baftlia , publiihed an hundred ^ ui tf, m B<ttn\iKor remgavit fuitq ; 

j «!,■„* TV7_„ P 1 rnnfi-itlltions which ftill are extant, Author dmi&SaSowc id eJtBafiliciinrc- 

a nd thirteen Novel Gonmtutions wmcu , frte kaioms. Non Bafdu fiiim q«i 

and at prefent fince the Recovery of Juftiman s Law , in the ' wfe ^ atrem j iem f uum 0 bierat ut ex m- 
Weft are made ufe of onely in matters wherein jioria nojha cmfiat utq■ Gotbofrcdusad 

Books are fdenr. Nay, in the Age of i« lnmfe f, they * m 

teem to have had no greater Authority and that from 

the teftimony of Greek Uwyers^^*emfelves, who ct^ * 

them onely when nothing had formerly been Conltituted J . 

con” rning fuch or fuch a Point, or for explication of the 
Old Law 8 Of diefe feveral worksi the Greeks to. moft 


3 & 


trcommiLdEar/D« 7 , thelaftEmperour mentioned in this 
^,",1,-7, Sorter Synopfis , which he called the Compendium of a Compen- 

mmmsm 

e&^as^tssiSSSSSSSsA 

has procured 1 ^much^mftence'for plication com^able for 

mm 

tican Library are ftill ’ f ^^ Uty ^th aTreatife concerning the Military 

Arti < an”a , Cataf^fi o?many of them! theEcader if he thinkit fitmay 
Baronins his Annals. 
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CHAP. II. 


From the Death of Leo the Philofopher, to the Death 
of Conftantine Ducas, the twelfth of that Name. 
A. D. MCXVII. 


the [pace of One Hundred and Fifty Six Tears. 


*• II T .0 being dead, his Brother Alexander fucceeded him in the fe¬ 
rn cond year of Anaftafm the Second Bilhop of Rome , the four- 
1 / teenth Indi&ion. A. D. DCCCCXI. About 

his Age when he came to the Empire, our Greek ExCuropalata cedrenm oftitans mo- 
Hiftorians are ftrangely overfeen, writing that he was now « aW™ 


a young man, about twenty years old, whereas they av, f, it t»< mAm 

themfelves had formerly told us, that in the third year of AVn ' in{ > &c - 

his Reign, Bajilius made his third Son Alexander Cafar, fo that by this time hemuft 
have paft above forty years, from his very promotion to this Title,* and if Leo 
Reigned above twenty five, how could Alexander be but twenty at his Death 
and be his Brother, the Father being dead above five and twenty years before > 

He had Conftantine his Brother’s Son his Partner in the Empire, yet within a little 
time purpofed to deprive him of all hopes of Succeflion, by gelding him, and 
_ J«ve the Dignity to one Bafilitzas, an obfcure fellow, but his Companion in his 
Hu character. libidinous and extravagant courfes. For to fuch alone he addided himfelf* nei¬ 
ther thinking nor ading any thing becoming the place he bore, and as hitherto 
he had lived, fo ftill did he onely intend, a voluptuous life and matters of intem- 

S erance, putting fmall value upon any but fuch as could accompany aiid affift 
im in fuch like pradices. From putting in pradice what he intended againft 
his Nephew, he was diverted merely by fuch as bore good will to the Child 
for his Father’s fake, who ftill alledged he was young and fickly, and fo per- 
fwaded him, not thinking of his own Death, that he had time enough farther 
to confider and refolve. Defirous to be afcertained of his long life, he confu¬ 
ted with fuch cheaters as pretended skill in thofe matters, who anfwered that his 
Reign Ihould be long, if to a Boar of Brafs which flood in the Cirque, he 
would add Genitals and Teeth which were wanting to it 5 for that Boar was his 
Element, as the Greeks phrafed it, that is, by it he himfelf was magically figni- 
fied m oppofition to his Brother Leo. He giving heed to them, who for his man- XeMrgu n , 
ners compared him to that creature, added thofe Members to the Boar, as fecu- 
ring his hfe thereby for a long feafon. Now elevated by this and other hopes 
he bamfh es Himerms the Lpgotfata, as one who had pradifed fomething againft S^TaL- 
The Bulgari- him m the days of his Brother. The APlhaftadours of Simeon Prince of the Bui- md™ *- 
Z “hi wl ?°,“rneabout tbereii?wwgof theLaagueandFrkndlhip former- 

mam. ^ Wlt ^ ] lls Predecefiours, he uncivily treated and difmified, whereupon r«x“i' ^ 
.that Prmce to be beforehand with him, and prevent the efleds of his Threats 
broke the Peace, and njade War upon the Romans. Bpt following on hiscourfeof^T^ 
intemperance, after a great fit of gormandizing and drunkennefs, too violently ex- dv-nuAxfai 
dexander ercifing himfelf at Tennis, he broke feme Veifels, and died of Bleeding the day Z 

following,, having fo much time and copfcience ( npw in extremity ) as to declare Hie %o, x Zv, 
Conftantjne his Succeflour, after a Reign of one year and about a month. l' e “ eleme ”tum 

vacant rem 

Wm* fmmmtgnberm, (verbi gratia) in Romano Lacafeno, Sirr.eoni BulZstama 

W X ir 9 i°pho.fmt , quatruncatq is pertit ; viae aha exempla apud Xylandrum in Annot. ad hunc locum Cedreni. Nine au- 
tem magi ToixetatM-nm 'diBi, qui in res certis notis & Incantationibus vim qmndam ad aliquidprajlandum vtitabantur 
cones hare, & rotxtvt&ts ftrbm magicis qrtfbuf qliqftidmliri. J annum T utaoanwr 
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was fcarcely fevenyears old, beaded for fo^noto 
Nephew, a j Nicholas the Patriarch, Stephen and John Eladas being Magtftrt, Johns. Redor and 
S’ two others whom from the Dunghill, in a manner he tad ratfed to Senatorial! P *^. 
and Patritian Dignity, being his Companions m his lewd Courfcs, viz. Bafilitzas 
We e’er now mentioned, anyone Galrielopolus At this tim eConftantinm Ducas, 

Son of Andronicus , the General or Mailer of the Schools vvas abfent from the City, 
who notwithftanding the warning formerly faid to be given him by the Empe- 
rour Leo nourillied hopes of arriving one day at that Dignity, and his Power was 
fo great and his Dependents andFewds fo numerous and Potent, that therein his 
hoSs feemed not at all to flatter him. His Friends were carefiill to give him 
timely notice of Alexanders deceafe, telling him, that the Empire now wanted 
an Head and was in extreme danger of being ruined, if he, the onely man alive 
that was fit to govern it, would not take care of it in itsneceffity which to doe 
l le would not want incouragement, both the Senate and People being at his De- 

A Conspiracy J^ wmiio n reDortec f that the Patriarch himfelf was in the Confpiracy, 

tVat^h^was defigned one of che Governors, the Teftament of A- 
kxarJer not being yet opened. CoiflaMitte having .receivedthe Letters, haftesto 
tS aw with a feleft Company of Men, and late at N.ght getting in at the 
Gate nm the Cattle, went and ttaid that Night with Grcgcras &r« his Fa- 
Oate next » Arrival,came to him Nicetas the Secretary j( 

ther-in-Law, whither, upon notice or ms f . .• ht W i t h«k**»w „v 

with Confiantine a Patritian, the Eladican Monk. They before it was ngnt, w tn &c 
Torches and a great Multitude, came to the Gate of the Cirque, and there with vide qmmdo 
Sky lcclamaS“lutedturn Emperout Butherethey ound tlout 

Here^hen'repwlfc^'they wern into’tlw cirque, and by the Brazen ^? te 

faf j the Court of Guard, or the place where ordinarily the Watch was kept. 

fn t£ mrantime 5 M» EUJa r one of the Governours had got together feme Sea- gj 

menandotoasie could, andfentthem to meet andoppofe0«s, witliwhom^””?" 

they fought and many falling onbothfides, Gregorys theSon of £>«nw was flam 

. .. together with one Michael his Kinfman, mdCurticm m Armenian He muchdif- 

pmuiM. tcgaher wmi one his Horfeand galloped toward the foremoftof 

his men to incourage them ; but his Horfe fell upon the Pavement, and it hap. 
pening that his own men either running away, or not takingnotice of it, one of 
the oiiet Party fell upon him as he lay at that difadvantage from ° ff his ^ 0 ^ e > 

J d Upnrl carried it to the Emperour. By this his end was the 

deftrove? rnanv of her perfons of Senatorian Rank though Innocent, if one of the 

XT to." But fucll was the good fortune of 

c«k. pr ^ d)l “-I5 

ted to hopes, and he retirro t , mtertained by the Gove rnours, and 
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take their eafe. The young Emperour making great lamentation for the mils of 
^ouK Mj * * lis MotIier > whom Alexander had put from Court, they were forced, though 
tiief 3 'recalled pgainft their wills, to recall her, and lhe being returned, quickly got the power 
outsail his into her hands. By the advice and afliftence of Confiantine one of the Bedchamber 
Governours. Anafiafm , and Confiantine Gongglii Brothers,' and John Eladan , lhe put out of the 
Court the Favourites of Alexander , viz. John the Re&or, Galrielopolus , Bafilitzes , 
and others; and at the motion of Dominicus, whom lhe preferred to the Command 
of the Aflociates, lhe alfo removed the Patriarch from the Palace. As for the 
Magifter John Eladus he departed of his own accord out of the Palace by reafon 
of licknefs, whereof he died. All the Governours of the young Emperour being 
thus put out of Office, Confiantine the Bedchamber man, that he might govern 
alone accufed Dominicus, lately mentioned, to the Emprefs, as indeavouring to 
compafs the Empire for his Brother, which lhe believing, created him a Patritian; 
and when, according to the Cuftome, he went down to pray, commanded him 
to flay at home;/ and put into his place one John Garidas. And lhe made one 
Damianus an Eunuch the Drungarius Biglee. Such chopping and changing there 
was, outing and being outed, as is ufual to thofe, whofe narrow Souls (how- 
big foever they look) are taken' up with the Vanities and Uncertainties of 
Courts. 

4. But Simeon now again harafled Thrace without any mention made of break¬ 
ing the Peace ; fo that he muft rather believe Zonaras, who writes, that at his late 
Entertainment at Confiantinople nothing had been concluded. Zoe confidering 
with her Council how to reftrain his Depredations, one John Bogus ingaged that 
if lhe would promote him to the Dignity of a Patritian, he would procure the Pat- 
zinacic, a neighbouring People to fall into his Territories and divert him, and ac¬ 
cordingly he went and obtained a Promife from them, confirmed by the delivery 
STSgfto. °. f Holt ages. But for the prefent Simeon befieged Adrianople -, which after fome 
Adriamflc. time was betrayed to him by one Pancratucas an Armenian whom he had corrup¬ 
ted with Gold, by which Metal the Emprefs again lhortly after recovered it, fen¬ 
ding Bafilius a Patritian, the Commander of the Canicleus , and Nicetas Eladicus 
Jr T^Tnfefts fufficicncl y fumil hed for that purpofe. Much aboiitrtheriame time did Damianus 
the Maritime the Amerat of Tyre, with a Fleet exceedingly well manned, infeft the Maritime 
coafts. Parts, and made a violent Attempt upon Strofelus, which he had carried, but that 
he was fnatched away by death to the good fortune of the Town, from which 
his Forces prefently arofe and departed. Zoe being thus attacked on feveralQiiar- 
duded C with n ' te f s » ky advice of the Senate, with which lhe confulted, refolved to make Peace 
the Saracens. with the Saracens , and employ the whole force of the Empire againfl: the Bulgari¬ 
ans, for retraining the Incurfions of Simeon, and if poffible, the abfolute deftruc- 
tion or Conqueft of that Nation. To this purpofe John Radenus a Patritian, and 
Michael Toxaras were fent into the Eafl, and compounded all matters with the 
wholeforceof Sa . racens i ^ om now being diftinangled lhe gave order to Leo Phocas -the Ma- 
the Empire a- gifter and Domeftick of the Schools to lead the Army againfl the Bulgarians , ha- 
gainft the Bui- ving firlt made amongft the Souldiers the ufual diflribution of Money called Rogue, 
tartans. a general Muller was made at Dialafis, a place fo called from the Paflage, being 
a fpacious Plain fit for fuch a purpofe, and thither came the chief Prieft or Chap¬ 
lain of the Palace, whom they termed Protopapa , and-with the ufual Ceremonies 
made them all kneel down and fwear they would fight it out to the lalt, which 
Oath taken they were led againlt the Enemy. 

, 5 ‘ The Army was good, and as well commanded. The Cohort of the Watch* 

■ ers or Exculitores, as they were called, was led by John Grapfonfi Man Whofe Va- 
of the Sw lour and Coflduca appeared in many Battels. The Regiment of thofe, called 
Army. Hicandti, was commanded by Ollianus Morula, a very eminent Man alfo; the 
reft by Romanus and Leo, the Sons of Argyrus and Bar das Phocas. Befides thefe, 
was; prelent at the Expedition Melias the Magifter with his Armenians , and many 
of the other Provincial Officers: And Conftantinus Africanus the Patritian was 
joynedas Councellour within the General or Domeftick of the Schools. On 
the fixth day of Auguft was a fierce Battel fought at the Caftle Achelous with the 
Bulgarians , who were beaten, and after great lofs put to flight. But the General 
of the Romans in a great Sweat and fainting' by the extraordinary pains he had ta¬ 
ken, lighting at a Fountain to refrelh himfelf fo negledted his Horfe, that fen- 
thema” 5 " 5 * h e had no Rider he broke loofeand ran amonglt the Army, where being 
thrown? ° Ver " known by the Souldiers, they concluded that Leo was kill’d, and thereupon all 
left the Purfuit; and lbme betook them to their Heels. This was quickly percei¬ 
ved by Simeon , who did not make his Retreat in a loofe or confufed manner, but 

fo 
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foas be could eafily face about and purfue the Purfuers, which he did with fdcH 
execution, the Romans hindering one another, that not cnely a great Slaughter 
was made of the ordinary Souldiers, but very many of the Officers themielves 
were loft, amongft whom Conftantinus Africus arid John Grapfon , e’er now menti¬ 
oned. All this while Romanus Lacapenus the Drungarius of Naval Affairs, accor¬ 
ding to order hovered about the Sea Coafts with the Fleet to relieve Leo if need 
were, and give paflage to the Patzinacce, whom Bogas had brought to the affif- 
tence of the Empire. But he and Bogas fell into a difference and thereupon they 
departed home. As for Leo he hardly efcapcd to Mefemhria. 

6 . Tbefe are the ordinary Reafons given for this overthrow,though another Re¬ 
port was very current,as that when Leo was hot in the Purfuit of the Enemy, News 
was brought him that Romamts the Admiral was returned back to Confiantinople 
with a delign to make himfelf Emperour while all the great Ones were abfent, 
which fo afie<fted him, who had himfelf the fame ambitious purpofe, that he reti¬ 
red into the Camp to know the truth, at which his men weredifeouraged, as ima¬ 
gining it was out of fear, and fo changed the courfe of the Battel. However it 
happened, a great lofs was received, and after the return of the remainders of the 
Army to Confiantinople , the bufinefs betwixt Romanus and Bogas was fcanned, the 
iffue of which was, that the former was fentenc’d by the Judges to loofe his Eyes, 
for not having according to his duty palled over the Patzinaca , and received fuch 
as fled from the Battel, which fome attributed to carelefnefs, but others to Malice 
and Defign; and the Sentence had been executed but that Stephen the Magifter, 
one of the Emperours Tutours, and Conftantimu Gongyles a Patritian, men very 
powerfull with the Emprefs had not prevailed for the remiffion of it. Now was 

Simon pro- Simeon the Bulgarian fo puffed up with his late luccels, that again he refolved to at- 
ceeds towards taek Con fl antino pi e , an d waS on hisway, when Aw the Domeftick, John theCom- 
^ "'"^ mander of the Affociates, and Nicholas the Son of Confiantinus Ducas were fent 
out again!! him. In a place called Catafyrtes they light upon a Party that was fo- 
Buttwoofhis raging, and defeated it with little trouble. Then a frelh one came on which put 
Parties are met tke men now wearied and wounded much to it, but they were fo refolved and 
and worfted. courggcous tkat a f ter a fl iarp Conflift they had the fame fuccefs, though not vvith- 
out lois of feveral worthy men, amongft whom none more eminent than Nicho¬ 
las now mentioned, to whole Valour efpecially the fuccefs of the day was afcri- 
bed. 

7. So weiit matters in the Field, and again!! the Enemy, at home they carried 
a fadder Afpeft, whilft in the Minority of the Emperour feveral of the Nobility 
wanted but opportunity and power to diveft him of his Dignity, and to reign 

iso defign* to themielves. Of all others Leo Phocas with mol! confidence hatched and carried 
aflume the on his de p lgn> tru ftj ng much to the power and interell of Conftantine the Cham- 

PC ' berlain, his Wives Brother, for his private Reputation at Court was very great, 

befides that Eunuchs in general at this time were much refpefted. He made him¬ 
felf fo fure of his projefted greatnefs, that he would not Hick openly to own it, 
and affirm that the Severeignty of right belonged to him by defeent. This Thea- 
dius the Emperour’s School-mailer taking ftrift notice of it left any mifchief 
ffiould thence happen to his Scholar, perfwaded him to take Romanus Lacapenus , 
the Drungarius of the Fleet to be his Keeper, and if need were his Proteftour, 
who had been a dutifull Servant to his Father, an no lefs faithfull to him. But 
So doth So- Romanus often, and with lome pertinacy refufed to accept of the Charge, till at 
marras. length feeing the Emperour’s Letters written with his own hand and figned, as the 
manner was, with Purple Letters, he confented, and promifed to fruftrate as 
much as in him lay the Deligns of the Chamberlain and his Allies. This could not 
be fo much concealed but that it took air, and began to be talked of openly in the 
Streets, and all places of Refort, but yet Conftantine was therewith little moved, 
contemning all Reports out of a vain confidence, that no man durll attempt any 
Who feizes thing again!! him, till going to the Fleet to diftribute the Rogce, or pay the Sea¬ 
son the Em- men , he was by Romanus, who at their firft meeting difguifed his Purpole, till he 
i^foiir. t him int0 t j ie Snare, feized and fecured. Great noile hereof being made m 

the City, and no lefs than a Revolt expefted, Zoe called together the Patriarch 
and feme Senatours, and by their Advice fent to Romanus to know his meaning, 
and to require that the Chamberlain fliould be difmiffed ; buttheMeflengers were 
hindered from delivering their Meffage by a number of Mariners, who threw 
Stones and denied them Accefs. Early in the Morning ihe went and inquired of 
her Son and thofe about him, what their Intentions were, to which, when none 
elle would anfwer, Theodore affirmed this change to have happened by reafon of 
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. s Army > and 

did the Emperour take the power from his Mother uoon himf.lf 4 
prefen cl)’ fent for to Court the Patriarch and Stephen the Mailer an d 

bu '^ wemf„g“„d«T 

quit her Go- } n k a °d clinging clofe to him, wrought fo upon his good nat-n£ J . nd Wai . 

» - *- whic” he rfid. 

mantis com- ance fn " f leann g> it leems, his great Interell and AUi- 

Ciren. Alter this Romanus went to Court to purge himfelf tn rhe 

Her importuned him to come up with his Fleet inrn rhp twl- c f “ e 'SchooJma- 
the Palace, which he earneltly refufed to dne Ini ° k Bucoleon near to 

’.sk 

an Oath taken from Romanus , with moft bitter and heaw CnrG= i ne ’ a ^f r 
never entertain any thought againft the Em^rour’f£fc W ° u, . d 

der of the Affociate! Shortly Xri 2 ,^fwLtnSab off XST f° n,raan - 

Mmk/tiZ Rmanus LalateJu^ ^ m P erour Married Helena the Daughter of 

ssr*' 

dcda«d h l” t”o°t her T darati ° n ’ ^ Crcby heowtiediirZteFather’^ 

But is taken on notice thereof were fenr m for here he was taken. Up- 

to kill him as he went out to hunt. But the Plot m t 2 ^f am y°ung men W*™* .0 
Confpiratours having their Eyes put out were in an ignominious manner ieiTaboSt Z,F™'™' 










• Vart N ' 

Toe the Em- t he Form, and among them Leo Phocas upon a Mule. Zee alfo th^Emprefs ac- 
5 -ds ftiaven. fed of a defign againft his life was fhaven and thruft into a Monaaery. Moreover 
for attemptingSomething againft him were banifhed the City TheophyM, the Pa~ 
tritian aSd even he whS hid been the Authour of his preferment Theodore the 
tritian, anu even « _ „«■«. v ne. it feems, and repenting 


mi-inn and even ne wnu uau wwwu ^*«.».**— -- -— - 1 

Schootafter with his Brother Simeon, he perceiving, it feems, and repenting 
to hetod gone too far. They were confined to a place criled Offmum and 
Site conveyed by the ddigence of Curcnas the DrmgarmsBsgU, who feeing 
fuddenlv on them conveyed them by Boats into the oppofite Continent. 

10 Now the way being fully cleared by removal of all Competition, on the 
four and twentieth day of Septemher, and the e ghth year of the Emperonr t 
rnm, Sn the Title of cJfar was conferred on Romanus-, and in ' December foUowmg 
§oJ«iEm- J e el |”’ s E a u 0W ance of Conjlantine Crowned Emperonr by the Hands of UMas 
T°” br of' the Patriarch Thus poffelTed of the Imperial Dignity on Candlemas day following 
Sed o Crowned his W& Theodora, and in Mas on WhsMayteSon 
cku. Mother, Conjlantine openly yielding his confent and approving, but inwardly 
Emperour. ■ j /L , n a deploring the condition into which he was brought. Romanos for the 
Shy of bis Slate Lilhed feveral Perfons upon fufmeon; but could not there¬ 
by Set the efTefls of envy which his high and hidden Advancement had pro- 
Puniilies foe- cured. For another Confpiracy was hatched againft him 

nlConfpira. j ne p au lus Manglalyra, which yet was difeovered, and they oft both their 
Sr* Eftates and Eyes. To obviatethefePraffic« andftrengto 

ftp Married his Daughter Agatha to Leo the Son of Argyrus , a man very wo- 
bL andTofexcellent Qualifications both of Body and Mind But by this time fe- 
veral began to commilerate the condition of Conjlanttne , who was thus overpow- 
Iredbv theUpftart, and one Anajlajius, call ed Sace/larius, framed new Defigns to 
take hun off P But this Plot wasalfo difeovered, and Anajlajius for his pains was 
n k pn^nH m-rde a Monk Now did Romanus publickly command, that he him- 
infuiu . « haring “he d firft, ci»r»e Ihould be onely called and efteemed toiperour in 

" -aking L- 

far asCatafyrtes • and Pothus, as his place required, led out an Army againft them, 
wkh h«lfS on either fide, fave that Michael one of his Officers being out to 
fcout did feme little hurt to a Party of the Enemy, and received a wound of 
The Buhari- ,,,u; J, he died iliortlv after. But Simeon fent more Forces commanded by Chaga- 
T r T W fi *« one of his Noblemen, and Minicius the Matter of his Horfe, w^ Orders to 
their incurfi- »«s OIlc 1 „ . ., ■’ r„tnmr fl-nn Romanus hearing of it left they 


S* W » one>*« feifwitlwucany llop. flvwaaar hearing of it left they 
ihould him andwa^the Subu^and sitljoymng Palaces, dtfpatchedaway the 
wo Xvri i»and Tothns, John ReSor, and others to meet and oppofe them, 
whoiSngly gave them Battel in the Plain of Peg*, but John the Mor _a - 
frighredat their nlife and hidden Onfet tan away and gave occafion to a Defeat, 
irigntea at hardlv effacing got to a Pinnace, which Alexius 

wherein many were to He “y^apoggot ^ ^ ^ rf ^ 

vM wf ££% SSS ?5 his Fr'comandato, todM.* 
Veflel, and w flight • the reft of the Multitude was either drowned as 

covereda Caftle in theft H^n^^tn Enemies hand, or taken Prhbnas : 

‘ he 3 [ * 1 Sri whffianroppofition burnt the Palace of Togas, and wafted 
r 2 «r TteXr King being the eleventh of Conjlantine in the 
,h u fSfn ’ diL on *e ewentietnof Ternary, Theodora the Wife of Roma- 
Tenth Indi , ^ hj h wife f c / lr iJiopher bore the Title of Ampa 

™Empmf NowSIteW"^ another Inro'deas far as the Palace of The,- 
A nr a which they burnt without any refiftence. Romanus ftanding now m need of 
hk Officers made them a great f 4 , and by good words, afwell as the Enter- 
his ° ftcers ’ ^ , ■ * to d oe t h e ir utmoft indeavour in defence of their 

Countrey, fo^mich difgraced afwell as harafled by the fo frequent Invalions of that 


Peopie. followi sM ,- m the Leader of the BxaUtms to make good 

j ?■ n was light fet upon the Enemy s Camp, and killed all he 
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having »ith his few made oppofition aconfiderable tim^lS killed many put ^ 
fpurs to his Horfe and fled, but being laid fell in pa fling of a Ditch was win 
ded mortally by thofe tliat _purfued dlim j and' though 8 by the Affiftence of hii 
Attendants he was got out of the Ditch, and came to Blachernas, yet he died there 
, „ . Je night following in the Church of the Holy' Sepulchre, to the great a? 
i c£K of ‘heEmperour, the Army, and all the People. At this time 8 Rebel- 

but lupprefled. ^ lon happened in Chaldia {a Region of Syria, near to Iberia ) againft the Em 
peronr which was happily fuppreffed by the diligence of Curcuas, Domeftick 
' of the Schools then lying at Cafarea, who on a fudden and unexpectedly fell 

sS”o y ^ the Confpiratours. In the mean while .W# the Bulgarian laid Siege to 
drLpk. Adrtanople, about which he drew a line, and with violence attacqued it. The ' 
Governour at this time was Leo a Patritian, whom for his too unadvifed hafte 
and vehemence againft the Enemy, they called Moroleon, or Leo the Fool But: 
he defended the City very Gallantly, both by oppofition made from the 
Walls, and feveral fuccesfull Sallies, till the Inhabitants, pinched with Famine 
gave up themfelves, Governour and Town into Simeon’s Hands, who remem- 
bnng of how many Bulgarians Leo had been the Deftrudtion, bafely caufed him to 
be tortured to Death. Then left he a Garrifon in Adrianople, which upon its be- 
mg leized by fome Roman Forces, delivered it up again into their Hands. At 

w T Tu - leet of invaded tbest 

Coafts, but Goaits and Iflands. Him John Radenus the Patritian and Drimarius of the Navv 
RPefouud'y as he lay at Lrnnus, fuddenly Attacqued with fuch Execution, that fcarceiy 
beaten. aH y but himfelf efcaped alive from the place. ^ 

13. In the Month ds September ,andthe fecond Inditftion, being the feven- 

SS-“Ste MM ^ S T” g the Simeon the 

ther Expedi- rtan Pnnce, with a 1 the Force he could make, undertook another Expedition 

£ Ten t tc neaf ^Tv > having with Fire and Sword wafted Macedonia and Thrace, 

Bkcbern*. Cai ?P ne ^ Jo Blachernde. Hence he fent to require that the Pa- 

tnafch and fome of the Nobility might be brought to him to Treat, who ac- 
cordingjy, upon the Reception of Hoftages, were difpatched to him; but when 
they were about to Treat, he difmiffed them, fignifying his defire to come to 
Whence an Pr J ntervie ™, the Emperour himlelf, whom he knew both to be a Man of 
Interview "nd a , nd V . eracit ^ was well enough pleaffd with the offer, and 

Peaceenfued. commanded a place to be prepared not far from the Walls, upon the Sea 
ftiore, whither he might conveniently come with his Gaily ; when in the mean 
time, Sweon not able or willing to reftrain his Hoftility, fent a Party to burn 
the Church of our Lady of the Fountain, built by Juflinian , and all things 
thereabout, giving thereby vehement occafion to fuiped: that he was^io-wa^ 
inclining to Peace. But on the ninth day of December, all things beinJ 
prepared they met on the place; firft came the Emperour, and expend 

rn n r, /k ho fll j VV ° f Bravery he could by his feveral Ranhs, diffin- 

guiffied by their Gilded and Brazen Targets and Spurs. Romanus expoftulated 
with him, that Being a Chriftian, lie ihould te lb BJoudy, andrejoyce in the 
“ ? Ugl l ter ° f°f that Profefied the fame Religion ; and putting him in mind 
« diat , h . e muft dye ’ and ^cording to that Faith, give an Account of all hi? 
tl Cruelties to an Higher Judge* ofiered him what Wealth he would ask if it 
was that he fought after, by which and other motives he fo wrought upon him 
“ the EmperoS^ t0 COncIude the Peace ’ and de P arte d richly preferred b/ 

c£ e J!Jne r X n‘ ? n Day following, Romanus caufed his two Sons, Stephen and 

Sorisof Bpm- tonflantne to be Crowned m the Great Church, referving the other, Theophylatt 
rns Crowned by Name, for the Patriarchal Dignity. John Myftkus his prime Minifter he 
Emperour*. honoured vvith - Patritian and Proconiular Dignity, who fhortly after was cori- 
vffted of aiming at the Imperial Power, and for that was fhaven a Monk •' his 
fellow Confpiratour, C.jmas the Patritian and Logotbeta Dromi being foundly’bea- 
ten, and turned out of his Place, who had had a Defign of Marryinff his Daughter 
to Myfticus. About the fame time moll; horrible Earthquakes happened in 7 brace 
by which many Churches, Houfes and Men were fwallowed up: Simeon the BuL 
ganan making an Expedition againft the Chrobati , was in the flraits of the*,, ,, 
Mountains overthrown by them in Battel, and loft all his Army. Now th e J“%£ U 
Story goes, that one John an Aftronomer came to the Emperour, and defired ^ 
him to lend fome to cut off the Head of a Pillar which flood over the Arch of if" 

! tow ? rd , the forb y tb at means Ihould perifh inftantly, SZSZfi 
that Pillar being fatal to him, or Magically fignifying Him; which being done vi i«*&m 

. » dd * they 
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Simeon the t iiey gi ve outj that jn the fame inftant Roman us found that he Died in Bulgaria, 
of aDifeafe which feized upon his f Heart, or Stomach. His Succeffour was Pe¬ 
ter his Son by his fecond Wife, the Sifter of George Sufurbulus (whom dying, t Ctdm. xi- 
Peter fucceeds heleft Guard i an t0 his Children) for Michael his Son, by a former Wife, he had siXfj 
fhaven and made a Monk. Now, together with the Death ol their Prince, feve- 
ral calamities fell upon the Bulgarians. For the Neighbouring Nations, and the 
Chrobati, Servi, Turks and others hearing of Simeons Death, prepared to make 
War againft them, and they laboured under a great Famine, their Corn being 
confumed by Locufts. But they feared efpecially the Romans, and therefore 
to divert them from their own doors, refolved to begin firft, and fright them 
• from any fuch Refolutions by an Invafion. ' 

1 c Peter then makes an Inrode into Macedonia , but undemanding that the 
Emperour was coming againft him, by advice of George his Uncle, fent a Monk 
is met by the ' with Letters to him, wherein he offered to make a Peace, and a League alio with 
FmnVP° f thC the Romans , for farther ftrengthening whereof, if he thought fit by a Marriage, 
he would enter into a ftrider Alliance with them. Romanus was no whit dtf- 
pleafed with the Meffage, but fent fpeedily away one Theodofm a Monk, and 
Conjlantinus Rhodius a Clerk of the Court to Treat with them in Mefembria. The JJJJ**' 
Whence a Treaty fo well fucceeded, that there returned with the Commiffioners to Conjlartg 

League and t - ino pi e one Stephen , a Man of great efteem in Bulgaria , and after them followed 
Alliance. Q e0 L e Sufurbulus , with others the moft eminent of that Countrey. Coming to 
Court, they liked' exceedingly a Daughter of Chrijtopher the Emperour’s Son, 
called Mary , a very Beautifull Lady ; and ratifying the Treaty of Peace, fent 
way for Peter himfelf, whom Nicetas a Magifier and Father-in-Law to Chrijtopher 
met on the way, and Conduced him to Blacherna ?, where Romanus himfelf re¬ 
ceived him very honourably. The Peace and Articles of Marriage were quickly 
confirmed, and on the fifth day of Ottober the Nuptials folemnized in the Church 
of our Lady, at the Fountain, by Stephen the Patriarch. It happened, that at the 
third Feaft after the Wedding, that Romanus entertained Peter the Bridegroom, 
Conflantine Porphyrogenitus the Emperour, and once his Matter, ,of whom we 
have heard nothing a long time, and his Son Chrijtopher '. Now by the Arts of 
Romanus, the Bulgarians there prefent being wrought upon, as is probable, made 
a Difturbance, and exclaimed againft it, that Conjlantine thould take Place and 
cbrillopher be preferred before Chrijtopher the Father-in-Law of their Prince. Togratifie 
preferred be- them you muft know, the Emperour caufed his Son to precede Conjlantine- and 
fore Conftj.i- ^ Ceremony being now over, the new Married Couple departed into Bulga- 
genitm. r ' ria , being brought on their way as far as Hebdomus by the Parents of the Bride, 
and Th$ophanes the Protovejiiarius , which Theophanes had managed the whole 
affair. 

16.* In the meantime, theMafter John Curcuas , Domeftick of the Schools, did 
TheS4Mce»r ^ £ xecut i on on the Saracens of Syria, and took fo many of their Towns and 
ten bnheffc- ftrong Holds, laying Siege to Melitena it felf, that Apochapfus the Ameras of this 
mans. place, and Aposblathus who Commanded the Souldiers of the Garrifon came out 
to him to Treat, and were fent on that Errand to the Emperour. They gave 
fuch fatisfattion, that they were received as Friends and Allies of the Romans , and 
ingaged to Fight in their aid againft their own Countreymen. But not long 
afe they both died, and with them the Peace ceafed to be any longer, where¬ 
upon the Domeftick, aflifted by Melias a Magifier who Commanded the Arme- 
Uelitem and mums, befieged Melitena ■ after fome time took it, and brought all the Countrey 
the countrey adjoining into the Obedience of the Emperour, who reduced it into the form 
adjoyning re- of p rov j nce or Curatourlhip, asthey term it, and by that means much increa- 
Form of a fed the publick Revenue. Much about this time, Nicetas Father-in-Law to^J f £ 
Province. chrijtopher was accufed to have moved him to depofe his Father, for which he & .Wiw* 
was Banilhed the City, and made a Monk. The Winter following, happened fo 
a great Froft great a Froft in December , as continued for an hundred and twenty days, and this 
and Plague. was followed by fo great a Plague, as if we Ihould believe our Aurhours, no 
fuch ever happened beiore,the Living fcarcely fufficing to Bury the Dead. How¬ 
ever, herein they may Hyperbolize, yet this we have found in our Age, that the 
greateft Plague which hath happened in this City, was ulhered in by an hard 
Winter, whereby the Pores of Mens Bodies were fhut, and Perfpiration hindred, 
the greateft means of Health, by reafon of the avoydance of thofe vapours, 
and ipending thofe humours, which fliut. in, muft needs caufe great difturbance 
and fermentations in the Bodies of thofe that are accuftomed to a milder air; 
for as for fuch as conftantly live in extremity of cold, nature fome other way 

may 
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may difeharge her felf., About this time, John the Brother of Peter the Bui- 
“ nsin garian Prince, with others Confpired againft him, and being difeovered, his Com* 

15 ‘ plices were put to Death, and he beaten and caft into Prilon. Romanus the Em¬ 

perour undemanding hereof, fent one who, under colour of renewing the League, 
iqot him out of Prifon, and brought, him. to Conjlantinople. Alter this, Michael 
the other Brother of Peter Rebelled, and endeavouring to fet up for himfelf, 
feized on a Caftle, and got many to joyn with him. But he prefently after 
died, and then they out of defperation invaded , the Roman Territories and 
wafting all before them,proceeded as far as Macedonia, Strymone and Greece , as far 
as Nicopolis , on which they feized , and were not removed out of the Coun¬ 
trey but by much labour and endeavour in after-times. 'Now fell down a great 
ftone from an Arch in the Forum, called the Arch of the World, and killed lixty 
Men. A terrible Fire alfo happened near the Forum of the Blefled Virgin. 

Chrijtopher And chrijtopher the Emperour Died on the fourteenth day of Augufi. 

Die,, mperom Some time after this, one Bajilius a Macedonian feigned himfelf to be Con¬ 
jlantine Dficas, and perfwading many to believe him, had done much mifehief, 
but that he was apprehended by a Captain in the Army, and brought to the 
a Rebellion, Emperour, who caufed one of his Hands to be cut off and fo let him goe. 
SSffBut as thefeCheats if negleded have ever made greater Difturbances, he got a 
' brazen Hand inftead of that cut off, and began to tell his tale over again, by 
which he got together a multitude of credulous People, and feizing on a Caftle, 
thence made Depredations into all the adjoyning Countrey • but a Party was 
fent which eafily mattered him, and being taken again, when upon Examination' 
it could not be found that any of the Nobility had been Acceffory to his Crime, 
he was Burnt alive. Romanus rid of this Danger, Married his Son Stephen to Ann the 
Daughter of Gabalas , and upon her Marriage bellowed on her an Imperial Dia- 
The Turk? in- deme. In April following, the Turks made an Invafion, and wafted all Weft- 
mn Pale^ 0 ’ ward as far as the City ; to whom Theophanes the Patritian and Protovejiiarius 
was fent and bought them off, Romanus fparing no coft to redeem the Cap¬ 
tives ; as to give him his due, he omitted nothing during the great Froft and 
Plague to relieve the Poor, and leflen the publick Calamity. But thinking to 
eftablilh his Family in the fucceflion to perpetuity, he married his third Son 
Conjlantine to one Helena the Daughter of Adrian a Patritian, an Armenian ori¬ 
ginally, and, Ihe dying not long after, to Theophano, who derived her Pedigree 
Veo from Mamas. Not long after, on the fourteenth of June, a Fleet of the Rojfi (a* 

Winfeft the People by others called Roxolani , and by Tacitus Bajlarna?, of the European Sar- 
Coaft* of the matia • their Countrey being now Ruthenia and Rufien, in the Kingdom qf Po- 
Empire. / <ww / j \y e ft 0 f fodolia, their chief City Leopolis or Leunpurg.') confifting of ten 
thoufand, or as fome fay, of fifteen thoufand Veffels came againft the City. A- 
gainft them was fent with the Navy Theophanes, the Protovejiiarius , the great 
Man now in Command and Favour, who watching his opportunity, put them to 
flight, and burnt many of their Ship’s with that which Cedrenus calls Artificial 
Fire. They that efcaped went toward the Eaft, but in their pafl'age Bar das the 
Son of Phocas killed a number of them which landed for Provilions, and Cur- 
cuas the Domeftick of the Schools coming fuddenly upon many more, made great Zomr.WM 
Ilaughter of them. This Barbarous People, called Roft or Rujfi, coming out of Fire An l L 
that Countrey, which ftill bears their Name, had before their Defeat done things 
which (to ule the Expreflion of Greek Writers) exceeded a Tragedy. For of thole 
Chriftiansthey took, fome they nailed to Crofles,fome they faltned to the Ground, 
and others they placed as Marks to Shoot at. But fuch Priefts as they found, 
they drove hails into their Heads ; and they burnt many Churches. Being thus 
worfted, they kept themfelves in their fliips, and becaufe the Roman Fleet atten- 
But are at ded their motions, thought to flip away ; but Theophanes was fo vigilant, that 
ftroved de ’ ^ u P on them, and taking or finking moft of their Veffels, very few 

returned home with the News. Of this Ruffian Fleet Luitprandus makes men- Lib. 5. 
tion, befides the Greek Hiftorians, and fays, that the Name of their King or Cap¬ 
tain was Inger. He calls them Northmans : and fo it leems were called all forts 
of People Inhabiting the Neighbouring Parts of this Frozen Zone. 

18. Theophanes ior his good fervice was made Chamberlain; but Curcuas 
upon jealoufie was hurried out of his Place, which he had held two and twenty 
years, and feven months; a Man exceeding Valiant and Wile, who in a manner 
had Conquered all Syria ; and for a complete knowledge of whole Addons, Ce¬ 
drenus refers us to one Manuel, a Protofpatharian, and a Jfudge, who had deferibed 
them in a Volume confifting of Eight Bodks. And no lefs profperous was Theo- 
v pkilus 
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philus his Brother, Grandfather to that John who afterward was Emperour, the 
Governour of Mesopotamia, overpowering the Saracens whereever he came. The 
Turks after this made another Invafion, but were the fecond time bought off by 
Theophanes. To complete thefe Felicities by a more honourable Alliance, Roma- ^ 
ms lends Pafchalius, a Protofpatharian and Governour of Lombardy, to Hugh the T 
King of France (of Italy our Greek Writers mean ) to defire his Daughter 
Marriage, for Rornams his Nephew the Son of Conjlantine Porphyrogenitus, which 
was granted, and the Lady Berta by Name, his Daughter by a Concubine, being 
ient with great Pomp lived with Romanus five years, and then died. But thefe 
l'erene and profper^us Days were fucceeded by tempeftuous weather, both in the 
natural and civil Senfe. A Violent wind in December did much niifchief, and 
ir.AKUi c:l- the State and Dignity of Romanus was fiiortly after not fliakeri onely, but quite 
deayours to overturned. Confcious, as our Authours believe, of his Wickednefs and Perjury, 
unjuftUi'iir- in that he fwore to be a Protedtour onely to Conjlantine, and never to affedt the 
pation and Sovereignty Q though he not onely did this, but placed himfelf and Sons before 
SSf the Right owner) he endeavoured to expiate this Guilt by certain good Addons, 
i’orpkjrogeni- and to appeafe Almighty God. Befides other charitable Deeds, he paid the Debts 
of fuch as owed money, to the Value of nineteen Centenaries, and caufed the 
Bonds to be burnt in the middle of the Forum: Moreover he paid the Rents of 
fuch as hired Houfes in the City. “And tx\Ay,MthZonaras, herein he gratified 
“ fuch as were in Debt, but thereby he himfelf received little or no benefit. For 
“ what he gave was not his own, it being publick money, and belonging to the 
“ Sovereign Power, of which he had feized by force, and defrauded the Right 
“ owner. Injoying all the Imperial wealth and fubftance, out of it he fpared a 
“ fmall Pittance, juft as if a man having killed his Neighbour’s Ox, gives the Feet 
“ onely to the Poor, and he himfelf devours the whole Body; or as if one that 
‘‘ ]{es with another Man’s AVife, gives fome of her Husband’s money to thofe that 
M are in want,to purchafe excufe for his Crime. 

19. But as Providence ( fo he farther obferves) is ufually flow in Revengeto 
give time and fpace for Repentance, fo is it fure at laft to take vengeance of thofp 
that will not amend their ways. Romanus was now palling the twenty fixth 
year of his Ufurpation, wherein he had made no reckoning of Conjlantine the 
true Heir of the Empire, who all this while had concealed his indignation afwell 
as he could, but notwithftanding was fo carefuil as to watch a fit opportunity to 
caft off the Ufurper, and recover his former Place and Dignity, having fo much 
Spirit as to be fenfible, that nothing was left him but the Name and Habit. He 
who lets tiie found at length, that the onely means to doe his work was to fet the Father and 
Father ami $ ons at variance. Chrijlopher was already dead, Conjlantine was a Man too folid 
Soniatvari- and w jf e f or h| m t o deal withall ; but Stephen being of the quite contrary 
difpofition was moft fit for his purpofe, and he got one Bafilius Ftlucer , a very 
crafty man to inveigle him, and bring about his Defign. Bafilius having wound 
himfelf into his Acquaintance by Degrees inftilled into him fuch thoughts as 
thefe: that he was imprudent, a Man of his Age, Strength and Undemanding, 
tofuffer all to hang by a rotten Thread, as he termed the old Man’s Life, and 
not rather take the Government upon himfelf being fo admirably qualified for it, 
for which he might be allured of the afliftence of Conjlantine his Sitters Husband, 
who could not take It well to be fo lefiened, and eclipfed -as he was by Ro¬ 
manus. With thefe and the like Flatteries he was' fo tickled,. that herefolvedto 
depofe his Father, and having felt a little the Pulfe of his Brother Conjlantine, and 
found him averfe to any fuch Attempt, to go through it, with the Help of Con¬ 
jlantine Porphyrogenitus and Mariams the Monk, the Son of Leo Argyrus, who 
gladly joined in the Enterprize, though he was very much beloved by Romanus. 

Thereby de- Taking then his opportunity he feized on his Father, on the fifteenth of Decem- 
pofing %oma- anc j conveying him into the Illand Prota , forced him to be lhaven and made 
ms ' a Monk; which done, he with his Brother and Brother-in-Law managed all things. 

But long could they not live without fufpicions and jealoufies, and elpecially Ste¬ 
phen feared the Intereft and claim of Porphyrogenitus, and therefore refolved to 
depofe him. This Conjlantine was aware of, and having the fame Defign upon 
him was more quick, and that through the inftigation of his Wife elpecially. 

Having communicated his purpofe to Bafilius, we now mentioned, Marianus and 
others whom he made his own, as the two Brothers dined with him; on the 


twenty feventh of January he caufed them to be fecured and conveyed away, viz. 
Ami Having Stephen into the Illand Panormus, and Conjlantine into Terebinthus, where they 
Stephen ami weie jhaven and made Clerks, Stephen was afterwards removed into Proconnefus, 
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thence to Rhodes, and at laft to Mitylene ; and Conjlantine into Samothracia. Ste¬ 
phen bore his Fortune courageoufly, and lived many years in Lesbus ; but Con¬ 
jlantine grew fullen and impatient, and having often endeavoured to efcape, in the 
fecond year after his depofing killed one of his Keepers, at which the reft were 
fo inraged, that they flew him. As for Romanus their Father he outlived the 
difgrace fome three years. 

Becomes foie 2,0. Thus Conjlantine Porphyrogenitus, having in his thirty third year recovc- 
Emperour. rec j y s f ormer gftate, in his Government anfwered not the expectation and hope, 
that had been conceived of him. For he gave himfelf up to Wine and Sloth, 
leaving the management of affairs to others, and yet took no care whom he in¬ 
truded, promifeuoufly and without any confideration conferring Offices both 
men^o^Af" military and Civil. He would punilh Offenders without any Mercy, though he 
to, 0 looked not at home'-where Helena his Wife, and Bafilius made merchandize of all 
Preferments, by which means bafe and unworthy Perfons got into the greateft- 
Places of Truft and Revenue. Yet is he much commended for reftoring the Sci¬ 
ences and Advancement of Learning, which now had lain much neglected. He 
incouraged alfo Artificers, and very much increafed Trade. Moreover he was 
very gratefull to fuch as had aflifted him in the Recovery of his Power. On 
Bar das Phocas he conferred the Dignity of Magijler, and the Office of Domeftick 
of the Schools of the Eaft • and his Sons he preferred to good Commands in the 
Eaft, Cappadocia and Seleucia. To Bafilius Volucer he gave the Command of the 
Aflociates, made Marianus Argyrus his Comes Stabuli, and one Manuel Curtzces 
the Drungarius Biglee. But to eltablifh his Power which he had now recovered, 
in the firft Place on Eajler- Day he gave a Diademe to his Son Romanus: then 
caufed he to be gelded Romanus the Son of Stephen, as alfo Bafilius begotten by 
Romanus the Elder on a Slave,and Michael the Son of Chrijlopher to enter into Or¬ 
ders. Now he feemed to himfelf fo fixed as nothing could lhake him, all Dangers 
being removed and prevented, when more ways than one he was in peril to loofe 
iSiS£ CJ aU a S ain - For Theophanes the Chamberlain, was plotting how to reduce Romanus 
butdifeovered out of the Illand Prota, and to reftore him,- many joyning with him in the Defign : 
and puniihed. and at the fame time feveral others of great Quality and Intereft confulted how 
they might fetch back Stephen , and re-eftablifh him in the Government. The 
Plots were timely difeovered by fome of the Parties, and Theophanes with his 
Companions were banifhed. Thofe that were for Stephen were ignominioufly 
beaten, and loofing both their Eftates and Nofes were then driven into exile. 

ai. The Daughter of Hugh dying as we faid after five years, having fome time 
confulted to whom he lhould marry his Son Romanus, at length he beff owed on 
He marries his him a Maidof very fordid Parentage, her Parents it’s faid keeping a Vidualling- 
Kmanus ' Houfe, but of admirable beauty and a miracle of Nature, and her Name being 
Anajlafia, he changed it into Theophano. As for matters of War, Bar das Phocas was 
as we faid made Domeftick of the Schools, but did nothing worthy of his Title 
himfelf,but managed all by his Deputies,incurring fuch hatred of the Souldiers by his 
extreme covetoulnefs,that in an Ingagement he was deferred by them,and had been 
taken or killed but for the pertinacious Valour of hisown Attendants,who brought 
him off alive, but with a great and deep wound he received in his Forehead. 

But his two Sons Nicephorus and Leo behaved themlelves to Admiration, both in 
refped of their Valour and Conduct againft the Enemy, and the Kindnefs and 
Providence for thofe that were under their Charge. Leo took in Battel one Apo- 
lafaems a very eminent Man, and Kinfman of Chabdanus the Ameras of Chalepus , 
who with a great multitude had invaded the Roman Pale,and after a great flaughter 
of his Men lent him up Prifoner to Conftantinople, where the Emperour led him in 
Triumph, and trode upon his Neck. But Conjlantine , the third Son of Phocas, 
chabdanus took, and carried him away to Chalepe, where he eflayed by all means 
to make him abjure his Religion, and when all would not doe poifoned him 
which fo inraged his Father, that all the Kinfmen he took of Chab danus he put to 
death. This lo irritated Chabdanus on the other fide, that Paula Magijler firnamed 
Monornachus, being fent to treat of Peace could doe no good with him,* and he 
mak^X ■ - a great , Force invaded the Empire, leading with him Nicetas Chalentzas a 
vafion into the Patnt l an > ai ?d feveral other Perfons he had taken Prifoners. But Nicetas be- 
Empire. frayed all his Councils to Phocas, who laid an Ambulh for him in a very ftrait 
place he was to pafs, and cut . off moft of his Men, he himfelf with a very few 
efcapmg. Before his flight, he killed thofe Prifoners he had in Cuftody. But Ni- 
cetcu had corrupted his Keepers, and was got away with all fuch as belonged 
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22. Ear das to prevent any more Inrodesinvaded the Territories of the Saracens, 
where he walled all in his way, took many ftrong Holds, and amongfl: other 
Places Adapa that Noble City as they term it. The Emperour’s Succefs was 
ho way luitable to his undertaking, who, as became him, did conftantly regret 
die great Lodes his Subjects ever and anon fullaihed from thofe Agarens that 
inhabited Crete, to llrike therefore a Terrour into them, he prepared a 
rieTofthe&t" ^ ron g Army, and rigged a very confiderable Fleet to tranfport it. And had his 
r.t'ans invaded choice of a Perfon to conduct them been as good as his Defign was laudable, 
but with ill j c could not have mifcarricd. But General of this whole expedition he made one 
Su.ceb. conftantine Gongylas a Patritian one of his Bedchamber, a mere Courtier, an effe¬ 
minate Man not fit at all for a Camp, of which he never had any Experience. 

He palled over into Crete , but there did nothing worthy of the Place he bore; 
neither took care for fortifying himfelf by any Works, nor fending out any 
Scouts to give him notice of the motion of the Enemy. The Saracens then per¬ 
ceiving what a carelefs and filly Enemy they had to deal with, took their oppor¬ 
tunity, and falling upon the Romans eafily defeated them} fome they took, others 
they killed, and made themfelves Mailers of the Camp, and the worthy Gene¬ 
ral himfelf had ran the fame Fortune as he deferved, had not his Domeftieks no¬ 
tably defended him, and conveyed him into the Admiral Gaily. Yet was it not 
out of difdain for this mifcarriage or lor his mifgovernment, that Romanus the 
Son of the Emperour now plotted againlt his Father s Life. But fo it was, that 
impatient to dominiere himfelf he could not Hay his time, but confpiring with his 
Cof/Jhir,thie Wife the Vi&ualler’s Daughter, they perfwaded Nicetas, one of the Attendants 
Poifoned at hk Table> t0 gi ve him Poifon, inllead of a purging Potion he was to take. 

Jt either happened by chance or was defigned, that as he w r as about to drink it 
he Humbled, and fpilt the greater part of it, fo that what remained did not work 
the etfedt they wiilied, though he fell very Tick and hardly efcaped. In the 
Month of September, he would needs travell to the Mountain Olympus, as was 
pretended to beg the Prayers of the Monks, for a fuccesfull expedition he pur- 
pofed to undertake into Syria, but as was thought to confer with Theodorus Bi- 
lbop of Cyzkus, how he might out Polyeuttus of the Office of Patriarch, which 
he had obtained after the Death of Theophylatt Son of Romanus the late Empe- 
i our. There, either by the farther practice of his Son upon his Body, or other- 
di«! ltk aftCr "'ile lie fell ftck, and being brought back to Conflantinople in his Litter, died on 
the ninth of November, having lived fifty four years and two Months, whereof 
thirteen he reigned with his Father, Uncle and Mother, and twenty five more 
(lie ihould have reigned) with Romanus Lacapenus, and fifteen after that by 
himfelf. Zonaras gives him Commendation for his Piety to God, and his Love to 
Learning which he Ihewed by many good Deeds, his Writings and Ep.iHies, corn- 
poled though not according to exadt Rules of Oratory, yet fo as they wanted not 
Trains of Kherorick. And there in Baronius, * a Fragment Hill remaining of an* ^An.^ 
Advice to his Son not to marry with any of the Barbarous Northern Nations, a 
great Reafon of which is fetcht from a Precept left by Conftantine the Great. 

He adds that he was much addi&ed to all forts of Verfes as was to be leen in 
tliele Writings, wherein he deplored the Death of his Wife, and hefubjoins what’s 
luitable to what vve faid before concerning his reviving of Philofophy, and the 
Liberal Arts. But the moll: memorable thing of thefe things is, the Collection 
which he caufed to be made out of all Hiflorians. 
fynittwis Tic - 3 - Conftantine porphyrogenitus being dead, Romanus the Boy (fo he was called, 

Boy fuc;eeds. not that lie was a Boy as to years, but to diftinguilh him from the Elder Romanus 
his Grandfather) fucceeds him in the third Indidtion, A. D. DCCCCLX. And as to 
why to ter- bis manners a nd carriage he might well enough be termed a Boy. For negledting 
med. r " wholly matters of Government, which he left to the Management of one Jofepb 
Bring, as the chief of his Chamber, he himfelf attended no other weighty Af¬ 
fairs but thofe of Mirth and Filthinels, his chief Companions being either Whores, 
or thole of the other. Sex that could pimp for him and gratirie him in l'uch 
nalty Delights, or tickle his Ears with Ribaldry. One John a Clerk, and an Eu¬ 
nuch, whom for his many Villanies Conftantine hadthruft into a Monaftery, now 
he received amongfl thole of his Bedchamber, the monaflical Habit being thrown 
. olf, and notwithftanding the earned Complaints of Polycuttus the Patriarch, yet 

he excufed the matter, and kept him with him as long as he lived} indeed after 
the Emperour's Death he returned to his Monaftery, and changed again his Ha- 
, bit though not his Mind. Yet that it Ihould not be faid, but that Romanus was 
careful! to keep the Succeflion in his own Family, on Eafter Day he caufed an 
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\ m] ff C TV° b * fet 0n , the “ bis y°“ n S Son Baftlius, andfhortly after 
, . Jiadanot ler Son born whom he called Conftantine after his Grandfather bv 
which Blue lie feemed now fo confirmed in what at prefent he enjoyed that he 
needed to take no farther care, efpecially having fo good a Commander as Nice- 
phorus phocas to manage his Wars, whom the late Emperour for his great ferviers 
had preferred to be Domeftick of the Schools of the Eaft. This Nicepbortism- 
deed had done things very extraordinary againft the Saracens, having at feveral 
times mgaged and beaten the feveral Arneras of Tarfus, Cbalepus andTripolis bv 
which haying fo much teftified his Abilities, Romanus now made choice of him 
to go againft thofe of Crete Arriving at the Ifland with the Fleet, he put fuch 
ot them to flight as would have kindred his Landing, and then having ftrongly 
The ifland of ^ cam P ed himfelf, and his Ships riding fafely in Harbour he fell upon the feveral 
c«« fubduai. Towns, and m the fpace of feven Months took many of them. On the fe- 
venth of March , he took Chandace the moft fortified of all others, after which 
Curupesthe Ameras of the Ifle, and Arcemas who was his Lieutenant, or next to 
him in Power fell into his Hands. He had now in a manner brought all Crete 
into obedience, for the fettlement whereof when fome time required, he was fud- 
denly recalled at the Suggeftions of Jofepb becaufeof an old faying. That he that 
conquered that Ifland, fhould become Mafter of the whole Roman Empire. While 
he yet ftaid in Crete , his Brother Leo Phocas was fent into the Eaft to reftrain the 
Saracens, fi om making Inrodes, which at this time they might be prone to doe 

tisz 

in fuch ? r ?v es ’ that L a11 the Houfes both in City and Countrey were 
wlh SkV i! S ’ C /^ ams ft V i th a very few hard] y efcaped. Leo was graced 

with a Triumph, and otherwife honoured and rewarded as were all the reff that 
had well deferved in the Expedition. ’ tllat 

Cnnt Romam J h f d , not P^ d the fecond year of his Reign, when a grievous 
butdifeovered Conspiracy was hatched againft him by the Principal of the Nobility The 
and puMihcd. Had l ofThem.was Bafilius Nolucer, with whom joy ned Pafchalius and BardasJ he 

Demur nn IL’ nl w !>°revived tokilltheEm- 


pemur on ,he Day appointed in * he" 

the Sport, and proclaim Bafilias his Succeflour. E’er the Day came, one loani 
hv Con , f P irat ° ur discovered the Plot, and they^ere apprehended 

y 7 w k° put them all to Torture except Bafilius and on the Davof the 
vet e rheEmDem, ed ° P d0W f D ® r i flon ’ then banifhed andfhaven for Monks, 

but i-n a !/°n • that after fome fma11 time he called them 

but Bafilius fell diftradled and died in Proconnefus, fo paying for his feveral Trpn 

Wh0 Was Son - in -^ of the EuS wlfrJ 

dSlllw JT' 1 ”' happen , cd t0 hlm " and the that left his Eminent Con- 
? bring him into danger, he diflributed his Eftate to his Child^n 
and giving largely to the Poor went into a Monaftery, where he lived a Monk 
111 j ny years rn great efteem with the fucceeding Emperours At this time r* * 
Sr ?"% “"S 4® in the Days of VfZsl 

now reSloleSer MotherS 

piainrs anci juries, that ihe was permitted to continue- but the Sifter? ^ 

we'mnftnnw T,m « "'as called out of Crete, to which 

for he* received l “ T « th ?, u f .“"7 Petmiffion to return to Conflmtimfk- 

after his defeat had3 hwff hls Fo f«s into the Eaft, where 'chabfml* 01 ,„ a,,. 

frum the Sa- pS’„'™' c "“,° t0 'aU but the Caftje, therein much Wealth, many 

It. dytng on the fifteenth Day of Mmb, after he had lived twentyZr ™ 

Eee ' and 
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and thereof Reigned thirteen years four Months and five days, as writes C«raM/u- 
• tes and from him Cejrema,(tbx is with his Father andbyhimfelf, for heReigned a- 
touTthreealonejfome thought he died of Poifon, and others through his intempe¬ 
rance as to Wine and Women. He was large of ftatute though lefc than his Father, 

r“y good natur'd and eafilv reconciled; and is thought to have been able and fit 

en ough for Government, had notthofe about him mtangled tan in pleafures and 
Kouscourfes, that they managing his affairs, might have the better opportuni¬ 
ty®.. c.»- tv to enrich themfelves. The Empire byhisdeath was devolved uponhis two young 
ftnmine and 5 Bafilius and Conftantine , and their Mother Theophano who two days before 
their Mother 500 J R , p n a nehter they called Anne. By the command of the Em- 
HT thoughtaely againft the mind ofW m 

neephorus P Constantinople in April, and there Triumphed in the Cirque, Shewing 

«Sed at the Rich fpoils taken both ifi ^ and Berth*, Jofeph very jealous that he at- 
|led the imperial Dignity, of which he being aware and knowing how much 
t‘ e - it concerned hun to avoid the fufpicion of him, who at prefent was chief Mjnifter, 

came to his Houfe privately, and defiring tofpeak with him alone, profefled he 
had had for a long time a defire and purpofe to retire out of the vanities of the World 
to a Monaftical Life, but had been hindred from his purpofe by the kmdnefs of 
his Princes, who had forced employment upon him: and he fhewed him a Shirt 
of hair he had next his Skin. Jofeph furprized at his carriage, and at the fight of 
the Shirt, fell down at his Feet, and begged his pardon, P rofefriI J§ he a 7 nlmi?Ied 
no Credit to fuch as accufed him for the time to come. And fo he was permitted 

t0 x^They were^lfo^Jealous of Stephen the Son of Romarns the Elder who ftill 
lived in confinement, and after much endeavour by ftirn 
The League made fure of by Poifon, at the procurement of Theophano. At the fame time, 
with the Bui- f eter prince of the Bulgarians , his Wife being dead, renewed the League with 
gariam re- . Emp i re and giving up his two Sons Borices and Romanis, Portly alter died. 
neVVed ' SponmpS hereof they were fenthome to pofTefs themfelves of their Father s pow¬ 

er after which the four Sons of a potent Count of that Countrey, gaped 
and made a great faction amongft the People. But in the mean time Jofeph forely 
repented that he had let Nicephorus Phocas efcape out of his Hands, and refolved to 
recover the prey ifpoflible. He wrote Letters to Tzmtfches, and Curcuas Com¬ 
manders inthe Eaft , and Men of great intereft and abilites,promifing to procure 
to the one the Office of Domeftick of the Schools of the Eaft, and the other that 
of the Weft, if they would either get him fhaven and made a Monk, or by any 
other means remove him out of the way. They when they had ^ved the Li¬ 
ters out of their good will to Forgave him notice of it, and ad vifed him to 
take good Courage, and put thofe at Conftantinople out of all doubt by a fudden 
takincr upon him the Dignity ofEmperour,and when he excufed himfelf, and either 
hea 3 y or cunning fhewed himfelf averfe,they drewtheir Swordsand threatened 
Kiccfhem him wfth death upon refufal To fave then his Life, as 

f lKd , ted, and on the fecond day of July, by procurement of Tzimifches, the Towns ofthe 

17 S y Eaft fainted him Emperour. Others more probably reported that he hadfor agood 
while been ambitious this way, but not fo much out of love to the Empire as to 
the Emprefs Theophano, with whom he was exceedingly m love, having fent his 
trufty Servant feveral times to her on Meflages, had private conference with her 
himlelf, and, as fome gave out, Communication of clofer importance. This 
Jofeph Brinias its thought had fmelt out, and thereupon mcreafed his jealoufie 

° f v m And when the report of his Defignment cameWnSf ' 
thenat his Wits end, the Citizens bearing him no good will, he had born lumfelf 
fo highly, and been difficult for Accefs. But when he underftood that with the 
Shoul and Acclamations of the Army, he was brou ght: 
confidered what other he might fet up for Emperour, and avoid the Indignation of 
the Souldicrs. Upon the report of Pbocas his promotion, his Father Bar das had taken 
Sanduary in the great Church, but his Brother Leo, though narrowly watched 
yet elcaped, and got to him fafe. This farther perplexed Jofeph, who was not of 
an humour to ingratiate himfelf with the People, but ifhewent aboutit was 
wont the more to difpleafe and provoke them. And now he could not ref train his 
Inclination, but as he faw them all flock to the Church, and tobe tickled with 
the Change they apprehended, with haughty and fevere words he rebuked them, 
and threatened to raife Corn to an high rate, than which he could not doe nor fay 
any thing more to inrage the multitude. This was on Sunday the ninth of Auguft^ 


mi 
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cJ/T?» at when on theEvenin S ofthe fame Day JlaJilius the Favourite of Conftantine the Empe- 
J mm- rour bearing mortal hate to him, got a Company of his Acquaintance and Servants 
together, and fet them on Work to pull down the Houfes of thofe of his party 
in feveral quarters of the City. They levell’d JoJeptis Houfe with the Ground 
and not onely his, and divers others of the Nobility, but under this pretence if 
any of the Company bore a grudge to another Man, down went his Houfe as well 
as the reft, and not a few were killed in the Tumult. In the mean time all the 
Streets rebounded with the Noifeof Nicephorus CaUimcus or the brave Conquerour 
and Bardas was now fo incouraged as to leave the Shelter he had taken up in 
the Church, and Jofeph very prudently took his place. Bafilius took with him 
the Emperours Pinnace, and with the reft of the Fleet, failed down to Chryfoprlis 
whence he brought up Nicephorus to the Hebdomus. Hence all the People o.. tu: 
City accompanying him in a folemn Pomp, with Shouts and Mufick, he entred 
nicephorus Cit 7 at the Golden Gate , and going to the great Church was there 

crowned Crowned on a Scaffold by Polieuttus the Patriarch, it being the Lord’s day and 
there. tlie fixteenth of. Auguft, 

28. Nicephorus Phocas thus became Emperour in the fixth Indidion, 
A.D. 96 3. The firft-thing he did, was to remove the Emprefs Theophano from 
Court into another Palace. Then did he baniffi Jofeph into Paphlagonia , who 
after two years ended his Life inaMonaftery. He gave to his Father Bard.is the Title 
oiCafar, and on the twentieth of September throwing off the Vizard, he married 
Theophano, and now fell to Flefli again, of which he had not eaten fince the death of 
Marries Tho- . Son ’ whowas killed by his CoufinGerman Peluf.,,as they were riding and fper- 
th«no the ting together. The Marriage being folemnized inthe new Chapel of the Palace, 

Emprefs. as they were to pafs into the Chancel, Polieutlus having him by the Hand, and 

being entred himfelf ftopt him at the Door, and refufed to admit him, till he 
had made fatisfa&ion for Marrying the fecond time. At the fame time a report 
flew about the Church,and made no little difturbance, which was, you muft know 
that Nicephorus had been Godfather to one of Theophano's Children, by which 
fpiritual Alliance being her Brother could not Marry her, and therefore the Patri¬ 
arch required him either to quit his Wife,or he muft ftand Excommunicated, Nice¬ 
phorus chofe the latter ofthe two, and propounded the matter to be debated by 
fuch Bilhops ofthe Countrey as were in Town, and certain fele&Senatours 
who gave fentence that the conftitution which preffed him, was made by Copro- 
vtymus, that it did not bind him, and they allfubfcribedan Inftrument of his Ab- 
folution. But the Patriarch for all this perfifted in his former opinion, and* re¬ 
fufed to communicate with him, though Ccefar affirmed that the Emperour was 
not Godfather, as was alledged: and Stiliams chief ofthe Court Chaplains, 
whom they termed Protopapa, who was reported firft to have raifed the Story* 
before the Council and Senate, fwore that he never either faw or faid any fuch 
thing. Hereupon though Polieuttus knew he forfwore himfelf, yet he relinquilh-' 
ed the objection of Compaternity, and quiting alfohisobftinacyas to the Crime 
of fecond Marriage, after all this ftir recovered to Communion Nicephorus.- But 
he was fenfible of, and never pardoned the affront as Jong as he lived. 

2 9 - lu the firft year of his Reign, Nicephorus undertook a War againft the Sara- 
WaTupo* the ,° f Sic Jh kecaufe he judged it an Ignominous thing to pay Tribute to the 
Saracens 0 f Feo P le > which how it came firft to be granted, we muft difeover by fetching 
Sicily. matters a little higher. That People having in the Reign of Bafilius Macedo Con¬ 
quered Sicily, all but Panormus, and thence Invaded Italy, and all the Iflands of the 
Mediterranean as far, as Peloponnefus, were then repelled and beaten into quiet by 
Nicephorus Phocas , then Domeftick ofthe Schools, and Grandfather to this Empe¬ 
rour, who thereby got exceeding much Honour. From that time Italy continued 
in repofetiU the Reign of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus and his Mother, when thefe 
Barbarians taking advantage, fell upon the Countrey, and the Governours finding 
themfelves unable to grapple with both the Weftern and Eaftern Infidels, efpecial- 
jy now that the Bulgarians had violated the League, thought fit to conclude a 
Peace with them of Sicily, and the accord was made by Euftathius, then Gover- 
nour o\ Calabria, one of the Emperours Chamber, that a yearly Penfion orTri- 
bute, of two and twenty Thoufand Aurei fhould be paid to the Saracens. The 
Peace concluded, John Muzalo a Patrician was preferred to the Government of Ce- 
labrta, a Jvlan fo imperious that he was killed by .the People, who gave up them- 
lelves to Dandulphus King of Lombardy, (here probably is meant Radulphus King of 
•Eurgundi and Italy againft Berengarius) much about the time that Romarns the 
Elder leized on the Government. Romanus refolved if need were, to fend a Fleet 
E ee x 
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ro recover if poffible, thefe Weftern Provinces of the Empire, but yet thought fit 
to lend before Cofmas of Theffalonica , a Patritian well known to Dandulphus, who 
by manv Arguments at length perfwaded him to quit the Countrey, and embrace 
amitv with the Emperour, and our Authours add that befides him, he per- 
l'waded thofc that commanded other revolted Provinces, to return to obedience 
and acknowledge their fiibjedion to the Empire. In the mean time Simeon the 
Bulgarian, elevated by his many victories and gaping after the Empire it felf, 
lends to phatlumus the Prince of the Saracens in Africk, propounding Terms of 
an Alliance with him, and for fearing the Booty of the Conquered Romans. But 
the Meflengers in their return with others from Phatlumus, fell into the hands of 
lome Calabrians , who fent them to Romams. He apprehending well the danger that 
liunrr over his Head, committed the Bulgarians to Cuftody, but the Saracens 
he nobly treated, and fentthem well prefented Ioaden with gifts to their Prince, 
with this mefiage,that Thus the Roman Emperours were wont to requite their 

30. This was fo kindly taken by Phatlumus, that he remitted half of the Tribute, 
and the reft was paid till this promotion of Nicephorus. When the Governours 
proved good, all things went well, and the Saracens were well enough content ; 
but when otherwife, the Subje&s would be Tumultuous, and then happened rup¬ 
tures. Under Porphyrogenitus , one Crenites who commanded in Calabria , when the 
Saracens of Sicily and Africk had War made upon them by thofe of Cirene, and there¬ 
upon w'ere much ftraitned for provifions, fold them corn at very dear rates, which 
he had forced the Subjeds to let him have at Robin Hood’s peny worths, and there¬ 
by much inriched himfelf, the Saracens being forc’d to condefccnd to what price he. 
pleafed to fet. For this he was put out of command by Conjtantine , his Money was 
taken from him, and he lived afterward and died in difgrace. During the fameWar, 
the Romans received and proteded the Fugitives of the Carthaginians, who all this 
while durft neither complain of that, nor make any demands of the Tribute, left 
they lhould give them diftafte from whence they received their fuftenance how dear¬ 
ly foever they paid for it. But when the War was over, they both demanded, the one 
and the other, and when they received a denial fet out a Fleet and Invaded Calabria. 

Now Conftantine refolved to take another courfe than Romanushzd done, not by pal¬ 
liating the matter but by force of Arms, to clear the reckoning, and for that purpofe 
railed a ftrong Army which he committed to the Conduct of Malaconus, a Patritian, 
with orders to joyn himfelf with Pafchalius Governour of Calabria ,, and with him 
joyntly to manage the War, and one Maeroroannes , he appointed to command the 
Fleet. Thefe Men coming into the Province made it their bufinefs to Pill and Ha- 
rafs the People, no otherwife than if it had been an Enemies Countrey, which being 
known to Abulchares, Ameras of the Saracens (for Phatlumus e’er this was dead) he 
told his Men there was no fear to be had of fuch Enemies, that handled their own 
Friends in fo rough a manner : taking bis Advantage, he fell upon them, gave them 
a notable defeat, and miffed narrowly of taking the Commanders themfelves. After 
this Conftantine fent one John Pilate his Secretary to treat with them, who were no 
whit difficult to conclude a Truce for a certain time. But this time expir’d they a- 


gain palled the Sea, and infefted Calabria, as formerly, to divert them from which 
he fent another Fleet and Army, the one commanded by Crambeas and Moroleon , 
the other by Rom anus Argyrus a Patritian. They had fcarcely put to Sea for Sicily , 
when the Saracens having News of vaft Preparations (as fame is wont to make all 
greater than they are) in a Panick fear quitted their Camp and halted away from - 
Rhegium into Sicily , but coming near to Panormus , were by an horrid tempeft all m ' 
call away, upon this a Peace was again concluded and continued till the time of 
Nicephorus whereof we fp&ke. 

31. He accounting it a great difgrace to pay them any Tribute fent away a 
confiderable Fleet, and as ftrongan Army under command of Manuel a Patritian, 
the bafe Son of his Uncle Leo , who having the Title of Domeftick of the Schools 
But his Army was deprived ofhis fight by the Emperour Romanus. This Manuel was young 
and fitter to make a Souldier than a General, was very vitiousand fo conceited 
mi’s of his U * that he would not hearken to good advice, and fo caft both himfelf and his Army 
Commanders, away, being fhut up in the Craggy and unpayable parts of Sicily : and befides 
this Nicetas the Eunuch a Patritian and Drungarius ofthe Fleet was taken and 
carried away Prifoner into Africk. Much about the fame time John Tzimifces being • 
created Domeftick of the Schools of the Eaft, was fent into Cilicia, where he 
defeated a great number of Agarens gbt together. Aboutfive Thoufand ofthem 
quitted their Horfes and betaking theirifelves to a Craggy hill near at hand by 

i the 
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the Advantage of the place Italy dueled themfelves. Ttmifte, fej™ the ir- 

refolution, refolved to attack them m their own way, and difinountinT ifd h£ 

Foot on himfelf and fell upon them, of whom not a man turned his Bac^ bu«- 
fighting out to the Jaft were all flam, and from their Bodies iflhed fuch Streams 
of Bloud into the Plain, that the Hill got the Name of the Bloudy Hill upon this 
occafion. The year following, and the fecond of his Reign, in the Month of 
July, Nicephorus himfelf taking his. Wife and Children along with him led aftrong 
Army, confifting partly of his own SUbjeds, and partly ofthe Aflbciates, Jlerf- 
He leads an a " s > and Armenians, into Ctlicta. Having left Theophano behind in a Caftle called 
Army into Drizium, he entred the Countrey, and took three Cities, ^ £ 5 
f*. «*■ Cattles , U.daring to venture vftrfis S&M. 
tia, the Seafon of the Year being almoft fpent, he left a ftrong Guard and went 
into Cappadocia to Winter. In Spring he returned and dividmg his Forces into 

5 * °i e hS ™ th ordersto fal1 u P on Tarfus, and he 

himfelf led the other againft Mopfueftia, which attacking with much violence he 
was therein aflifted by the Famine which raged among the Inhabitants, fo that 
the River Sana dividing the Town into two parts, of one of them he got poffef- 

2 , fire r d ,^ ns ' and lon |, after £h e Other with all that had 

maderefiftence, fell into his hands. Thofe of Tarfus, affrighted with this fuccefs 
a ? d furrendred Jheir (5^ to the afliftence of which, after three days* 
ft l!??v efr0fll , bu L findin S no incouragement to land, it was moftof 
“ 1 % A ts retur ?> e V ther hy u Tompelts or taken by Roman Ships. Thus profperous 
the lSnT J 1 ? ref r C1 ■ i e r b0re ^ ^ms; Befides this, he recovered Cyprus to 
°L the ^pire from the He invaded Syria, made Tripe 

1 A u /J? f Ph(Smaa > and Damafcus Tributaries, and having Conquered all the 
reft, both fimate near the Mountain Libanus arid upon the isea, he^removed to 

w • ilTJh thC ^habitants ftouriy defending, his Provifions failing, and the 

Jniargmg the place being very moift, he raifed his Siege and returned to Conflantinf pie This 

p im h V vas , the y?' piaorious War ™ ur S 

very much. ™.d^ worn the Purple, and mlarged the Dominions, of the Empire far and 

„ . , , ■ . J. 1 * B , ut be was not fo much admired and feafed abroad as hated bv his Snh- 

b y grat apence of tide 

Subjedb upon bjO“d, and especially their Treafurp dehghting not at all in fuch grinning I10- 

cS. 3C ' Tl’sJJUfr 7 Went ^ t h 1 C ^ ld eaflt y have tafe n Antioch, but forbor! up- 
on a Sayrng there was, That the Emperour that fhoald confer that City Jhould not 
live very long after, and upon this account he gave charge to Peter and Burtzas 
whom he left m the Countrey to fecure what lie had already got to make no 
Attempts upon it, tint Burtzas lying neat fo the City could notforbear but ha¬ 
ving corrupted one Uf the Townfmen to a Difcovefy feized uwm two 

Se rvl 1, f nd t v n i 1 fe E din # f ° r ?6tCr - a flIy over P°wered the Garrifon, and took 
the City, for which the Emperohr inftead of other reward, difgraced him and 

niirr 0f n ls , Pla , ce * , This P roc F ed him much ill will, but here lav not 
the hundred part of the burthen. At his very firft Promotion when his Souldiers 
were very Infolent and committed many outrageous A<fts, he would dve no ear 

H f ^n°!?E) ainC; W ^ h0U ^ riffed £ bfe Houfes of Senatours and fuch as 
had aflifted him m obtaining what he had, alledging, that in fuch a Multitude it 
couid not be but that feme would eafry themfdvl’uhcivay. Then under te 
fence of his Wars he raifed Taxes, and laid unfuffierable burthens upra the Peo 
pie, not abftainmg from Rapine and violence. Part of what was ufually given to 
Senatours he flopped in the Treafuiy, as alfo fuch Penfions as by ffis PmdefJfc 

h 

all others in the opinion of the Ecdefikfticks They fartheHaST °rh than 

that taking advantage of a difference betwixt the chief 

ths Patriarch') and the chief Priefts concerning Jorifdrdtion (he den yin c^hat thev 

h % chall ^ d 

anwChS S ^ f a Edl<a: commanding that Uorie ffiould be admitted to 

mop t kd l e 

felf Nav during huTrl ^ narg6 ’ eft °* Revenue he took to him- 

ferve 
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-fa^Tn.Land, an 7 if before as Foot, now as Horfemen at their own 

Ch f, E War was his oncly Element, neither could he think or fay any thing but 
hat'hal relation to it. Therein he placed the Mea&res of good and evil, info- 
mS that'lie laboured to introduce a Law which Ihould give to them that loft 
iieh LWcs in Fight, equal Honours and Veneration with the Martyrs, and but for 
Se vSm wof tion of the Patriarch and Bilhops he had pubhlhedkh> Eduft, 
rlir v contending^ that on the other hand tire Canon of Bafil the Great did bar 
Ihch of theCommunion as had killed, though but an Enemy in Battel, for hree 
vears But what did more provoke the Multitude he debafed the Coin, caufing 
fom« of lefs intrinfick value to be made, which done, all Payments to himfelf he 
eSaedin that of the greater, and caufed all Mites out of the Treafury to be 
made of the lefler fort . And whereas aft Money ftamped with the Images of 
Fmnerours if of the fame weight and goodnefs went at the fame Rates, he in- 
hS thevahKofiiis own dins abov'e thofe of his ftetattgj Bn. «u- 
fed extraordinary difficulty and damage in Commerce, which added to the dear- 
ni oMldmmodities, made very great difturbance But that which imaged 
moft was the fortifying of the Court or Palace, becaufe it w as told him, that m 
it he Ihould die. He pulled down very fair Houfes of private Perfons adjoymng to 
ft and dofe to it eretfed a Cittadell, wherein were built Granaries, Store-hpufes, 

Ovens and Bakehoufes, filled with all forts of Provifions. To thefe publick Grie- 
vances there were °other particular Accidents, which being ill taken, however 
defigned, farther increafed the general hate agamft him. A great Tumult hap¬ 
pening betwixt the Seamen and Armenians, , wherein many were killed, and^/«- 
M/wrthe Prefedt of the City hardly efcaped, he to be revenged on the Citizens, 
whom he concluded to have been Authours of the diforder, was thought to have 
drawf them into a Snare in this manner. He appointed fome Exercifes on Horfe- 
back and either to let the People fee the manner of fighting or to terrifie them, 
caufed the Riders to draw their Swords and skirmilh together, which call the 
Multitude into fuch a fright, that all ran headlong down from the Theatre, over 

the Precipices and Ditches, and treading one upon another many were prefled to 

Deaffimany morehurt, andgreater had been the mifchief but that they obferyed 
him to fit o if his feat not at all concerned, which made them change their Opini¬ 
on of him, and to flop their Flight. But the Relations of fuch as were killed, not 
long after, as he returned into the City, revded him, and call: at h ™ ^nt a 

Stones, and had not fome of the more fober fort become his Guard, he had eafily, 

m u a inihe fourth year of his Reign, the tenth Indiftion, in June going to, vifit . 

the Cities of Thrace, when he came to Great Suda, he wrote to Peter Print*: of 
Sukaria, not to fuffer the Turks, as they called them, to pals the Rtvet Ifter. 

Thfs he objeded for feveral Reafons that he could not doe, but efpecially he infill- 
ed on this/ that when that People had invaded his Dominions, then theEmperour 
hadrefufed to give him any affiftence : That therefore he was forced by necefljty 
to make a Peace with them,which his Intereft would not permit him now to break. 

To be revenged of him, for this repulfe he procured Sphendofthlalus King of the 
Re ingages the Ruffians the following year to invade Bulgaria, where tl 

Rtiffiani to in* fti j ity they deftroyed many Towns, and returned with much Booty, a^ing the 
Mtgma. > ’ Q J er ain J the next year a f ter . In the mean time happened a terrible Earth- 

amklmPaphlatonia, andelfewhere. And ir iMay following;theQ>rnfo blafted 
by fcorching Winds, that a great Famine followed, at which Nicephoros took ad¬ 
vantage to fill his own Coffers, and made a Jeft of the Calamity of his People, 
boafting that he had fold his Wheat at a double Rate. Both he and his Brother 
Rejoice! in the Miferies of the Poor, or their A&ions were fuch, as tkeycouldno 
. f afford a better Interpretation, and drew fome ExpreffionsfromtheOpprefled,which 
n i° f taxed him with mif-government to his Face. On a time as he was Muttering 
^ die price « Sould iers, an ancient man with a gray head defiredto be ° 

•orr.,which « h hen he demanded why he that was now old and feeble, would defire to 

t0 nd S ou" “ go to^he Wars, hetold him riiat he found he was much ftronger than when he , 

n.onf ° P “ wasyoung; for now, fmee he was Emperour, he could carry Corn of that 
“ value oil his own Back, with which then he.was wont to load two Alfes. So 
much was lie hated abroad, and at home, and m his own Houfe he was as little 
beloved, Theophano his Wife did now loath him, either becaufe he was no good 
Womans man, or ihe was jealous that he defigned to geld her Sons, and leave 
Empire to his Brother. Glycas writes exprefly that it was becaufe he lwed chaft- 
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lv, abftained from her Bed, and was wont to ffeep on the ground, being much 
delighted in taking his reft in that manner. Following her intemperate humour 
lhe had call her affections upon Zimifces, whom as a fufpeCted Perfon, the Em¬ 
perour had confined to his own Houfe. 

3She procured him to be difeharged of his Confinement, and when Nicepho¬ 
ros refufed to let him come prefently to Confiantinople, fhe not onely got him le- 
cretly conveyed thither, but by Night to be drawn up into the Palace in a Bas¬ 
ket, with five of his Friends, viz. Michael, Burtzas , thePatritian, whom Nice¬ 
phoros had difobliged, Leo Ahalantios, an Officer in the Army, and one Atzypo- 
theodorus (fo named from the fwarthinefs of his Complexion) more intimate 
with him than all others. Being got in, they went dire&Iy to feek the Empe¬ 
rour, and not finding him in his Chamber in the Bed wherein he ordinarily 
flept, they were going down the way they came, concluding that their Defign 
a Confpiracy was difcovered. But by a Fellow that belonged to the Womens Apartment, they, 
wh/cif Jake* were k rou ght w ^ ere he lay afleep on the ground in a Bears skin, as his Cuftome 
effett to hi! was > which Skin he much valued becaufe given him by his Uncle Michael a Monk. 
Deftrudion. Zimifces firft gave him a kick with his Foot and awakened him, then as he lean¬ 
ed on his Elbow indeavouring to rife, Leo Ahalantios with his drawn Sword 
mortally wounded him in the Head, the Skull being pierced. Then they dragged 
him before Zimifces, who had placed himfelf in the Emperour’s Seat, and uled 
him with all forts of Indignities, while he onely faid, Lord have mercy upon me, 
and the Mother of God help me. By this time the Alarm was given to thofe of the 
Guard that then watched, and they were hatting to his Relief, which the Con- 
fpiratours perceiving, difpatched him, and cutting off his Head lhewed it to them 
out of the Window, which fight quieted them; the Tragedy being already over and 
not to be prevented. Some reported that ten days before his death, by a Wri¬ 
ting left in his Chamber, warning was given him to beware of Zimifces .- Nay, 
that by a certain Clerk that very Night the Confpiracy was revealed the fame 
way. But fome reported, that he imagining the Paper to contain onely fome Pe¬ 
tition, never open’d it • others faid he did open and reade it, but made no reckon¬ 
ing ofir, his Fate fo vehemently preffing upon him: And there wanted not who 
affirmed, that he both took notice of the thing, and committed the Inquiry 
thereof, and the Defence of his own Perfon to the Frotovejliarius , and alfo wrote 
to his Brother Leo, then at his own Houfe, to come to him fufficiently armed and 
accompanied with all fpeedj but he being bufie at Chefs, with which Game he 
was wonderfully delighted, negle&ed to open the Letter till it was too late, 
which perceiving, with his Son Nicephoros he took Sanduary in the Great 
Church. However to fuch an end came this Emperour, who by his Example 
abundantly lhewed the truth of that old Saying, That Magiftracy, efpecially in 
Sovereign Power, difeovers the Difpofition of a man. Formerly he had taxed that 
Vice in his own Father, to which he himfelf, when he had moft ample opportu¬ 
nity of getting Wealth, was inflaved. In how fad and uncertain a condition thofe 
that wore the Diadem in thofe days perpetually were, and how much of that li¬ 
berty which the old Roman Legions took of dilpofing of the Empire according to 
their own Lull: and Ambition, was ftill ufurped, the Reader from more than this 
one Inftance cannot but take notice. Nicephoros Jived fifty feven years, and 
thereof Reigned fix, with as many Months. 

SrTT' \ 6 \ The Murther committed, John Zimifces feized on the Empire in the twelfth 
Empire, ma- fodiiftion, A. D. DCCCCLXIX. Bafilius and Conftantine, the Sons of Romanos, he n > 

king Bafilius made his Collegues, he being in the feventh and this in the fifth year of his ° 

Tv his col”' Age > as Cedrems writes, which could not be, confidering how long it was fince 
legues. the death of their Father,- fo that herein greater credit is to be given to Panvinius, 
who reckons Bafilius to have been fourteen, and Conftantine about twelve, at this 
Alteration. For his prime Minifter he made choice of Bafilius of the 
Bedchamber, to whom Nicephoros, having been advanced in a great meafure by 
his indeavours, had given a new Title ol Prefdent, being a man of great expe¬ 
rience, which he gained under Rornams his Father, and his Brother-in-Law Con- r 
Jlantine Porphyrogenitus, by his Wars againft the Saracens, and other Negotiations ' 
of greateft Concernment. He as foon as intruded, to difeharge his Duty, firft 
removed all fuch as he knew to have been addicted to Nicephoros, from all Pom- 
mands both Military and Civil, and fubftituted others in their Rooms, whom he 
knew to be faithful 1 to him in prelent power. Such as Nicephoros had banilhed, 
he recalled, and efpecially the Ecclefiafticks, whom for oppofing him in Matters 
relating to the Church, lie had driven from their places. Thefe things premifed 

for 
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' forThe eflablilhingof his Power, Zimifces thought he might take the Enfignsof 

the Dignity, and to the great Church he went to receive the Diadem from the 
hands of the Patriarch. But here he was flopped at the Door, Polyeuttus affirming 
that it was not lawful 1 for him to enter that Place, whofe hands ftill fmoaked with 
the Bloud they had fo lately ffied, for which he muft make fatisfaCfion before he 
could be admitted. He received the Reprehenfion in good part, promifing to per¬ 
form all things that could be reafonably injoyned him ; but alledged he had laid 
no violent hands on the late Emperour, who was flain by Abalantius and Atzypo- 
theodrus by Command of the Emprefs. The Patriarch then required that fhe 
ihould be banifhed from Court into fome Ifland, as alfo the Murtherers of Nice- 
thorns , and that the EdiCt made by. him concerning Ecclefiaftical Affairs ffiouldbe 
refcinded. The Murtherers by Zimifces his command were prefently removed, 
tnmihaThco- and Theophano Banithed into Proconnefus, whence afterward efcaping and betaking 
fhttno the Em- }ier t0 the great church, file was thruft out by Baftlius, and carried into the 

pie s ’ Province of Armenia , and there clofe lhut up in a.Monaftery, after many bitter 
and reproachfull Speeches uttered againft the prefent Emperour and againft Bafilius , 
to whom flie had given a Cuff on the Ear, and loaded him with the Names of 
Scythian and Barbarian. Her Mother alfo was removed from the City, and the 
EdiCt of tricep horns againft the Privileges of Church-men openly produced and 
torn in pieces. 

Thefethings performed, and the Emperour having promifed for expiation 
cZminopIe of his Crime, to give all the Eftate he had been Mafter of when a Private Man to 
the ufe of the Poor, he was admitted by Polyeuttus into the Church, and on Chrifi- 
mas day was there Crowned by his hands. While there was this changing and 
fluffing at Court, Affairs of the Empire both in the Eaftern and Weftern Parts, 
were but in a ticklifli condition. For the Cities taken from the Saracens in Cilicia, 

Phoenicia and Ctelofyria , were inclining to revolt. And Nicepborus his procuring 
of the Ruffians to invade Bulgaria , as it happened, had brought the Territories of 
the Romans into much greater danger. Zimifces thought he ihould provide in fome 
meafure for the fecurity of the Eaft, by preferring to the Bifhoprick of Antioch 
upon the River Orontes , or that near Daphne , one Theodorus a Monk, a man of 
very good Defert, who always told him that he ihould come to be Emperour, but 
always advifed him not to be hafty in his Attempts that way. He had alfo per- 
fwaded him that as foon as he Ihould get the opportunity by his preferment to re¬ 
move the Manichees out of the Eaft, which he performed afterward, caufing 
§Sn SeSS tbem to be ttanfported to Philippopolis. All this while the Saracens intermitted 
indeavour to no- thoughts nor means for recovery of their Cities, efpecially of Antioch , in 
revolt. which their Reputation was moft concerned. By the Agitation of thofe moft prin¬ 
cipally concerned, a Arid League and Alliance was entred into, not onely by that 
People in what parts foever they lived, but by all other Nations, profeffing their 
Religion, particularly, as Cedrenus reckons them, the Egyptians, Perftans , Ela¬ 
mites, both the forts of Arabians , (inhabiting the Defart and Happy Arabia) and 
Sabaans , vaft Forces they gathered together, the Command of which was given 
to thofe of Carthage , as the moft experienc’d in War both by Sea and Land, who 
transferred it upon Zochares a man very fit for the place of General. They laid Syria Metro - 
Siege to that Antioch near tq„ Daphne -, as our Authours call it, to diftinguilh it 
from all others of that Name, and omitted nothing proper to take it, but the pvtJu. 
ftrength of the place and the Courage of the Befieged held them to it till fuch Daphne cm 
time as the Emperour had fent orders to the Governour of Mefopotamia , to raife 
what power he could and relieve them, and difpatched- away Nicholas an Eunuch firas (§ 
moft intimate with him to be General of the Expedition. He muftering all the 
Forces he could poflibly get together, though not once to be named with their 
Multitudes, fet upon them, gave them Battel, raifed the Siege, forced them to halia BaifM 
But are redu- difperfe, and betake themfelves to their own Countries, fuch of them as efca- 
ence!° ° bedl ”ped the Slaughter and confirmed the Cities of thefe Quarters in their Obe- ,„s^sdur. 

dience. bium, Antio- 

38. Thus matters in the Eaft very well fucceeded ; but in Bulgaria , which ch,aDa ? hn? ‘ 
the Rofi had overrun, tilings went not according to expectation • for this People 
having made themfelves Matters of the Countrey, and got into their hands Bori- 
fes and Rornams the two Sons of Peter , finding it much more pleafant and fertile 
than their own, refolved to fix in it, and brake the Covenants they had made with 
Nicephorus. In this their Relolution they were confirmed by one Calocyrus , who 
ingaged that if by their means he could come to be Emperour of the Romans , he 
would freely quit to them Bulgaria , make a perpetual League with them, and 

double 
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double the Tribute or Penfion, which had been promifed them. Puffed iid w ; r h 
riiefe.lusOfe, but efpecUIly with qjrdent pofleflkw, they challenged Bulzdl 
as their own acquired by War, and the Ambaffadours of the Emperour who of¬ 
fered to confirm and makegood whatever Nicephorus had granted, they rejected 
with fcornfull Language and Deportment. Zimifces then finding himfelf obliged 
„ , hy ( orce . °f Arms to obtain what by good words he could not comnafs Snr 

Forces "to “ Orders lor all his Forces to march Weft ward, over which he made General’ one 
march Weft- " ar «as firnamed Sclerus or Hard his Wives Brother, refolving in the Spring in 
, Perfon > to <*.“ rile .Head of the Army. The hearing of theft preparation? 
to prevent him, raifed to themfelves as many of the lately conquered BtkuKm 
as they thought convenient, and drawing into their Afliftence. the PatumL an d 
thole our Writers call Turks, inhabiting the Weftern Parts of Pmtmit (the 
Humts or HmganamJ made up an Army of three Hundred and eight thoufand 

ttewXMr ' W lid and fate down before 

the Walls of Adrianople. Bar das could fcarcely mufter above twelve thoufand Men 

an ,j, er ^f° re .f° very much over-matched in Numbers, refolved to try if he* 
skU1 and L ft .^ ate S e i ne ' R e contained himfelf within the Walls 
£. tbat CW’ and however challenged and provoked by the Enemy would not 
fight, making a fhew of great fear and diffidence. This made them fecure fo 

no^ Cy ip Cpt u° ° rd T’ ° bfervcd 00 ruIes > were ne g b gent in their watches, as 
not doubtipg but with convenience enough to feize upon the Prey 

39. Hewatchthis opportunities, and when he faw his time fent out John Alaca- 
fenfs aPatritian, with a Party toskirmilh with the Enemy, and by little and 

them ret Th tl R S K° bn ° § then }. Ambulh he had conveniently placed for 

hem. The Barbarians were divided into three Bodies, whereof the Ruffians and 
compofed one, the other two coiififted fingly of the feveral Nations 
Turk l’ It ha PPfn ed J that John light upon the Patzinaue , with 
whom skirmifhing and gently retiring till he came to the Place of the Ambuffi 
Who ingage- J“^ l . as hl ^ Horfe could carry him, and they breaking all Order’ 

w “ com P a ft‘ng themfn,cut them’ 
rout them. a u P , T , his mcouraged him to complete his ViCforv by 

foiling upon the reft, who though difeouraged by what had happened to them 

dme ^ and tke fefs continued dSfull a W 

n ? ’ ? i S V* h/M taIIer and bold er than the reft Tingled out Bardas as he rodf 
up and down incouraging his Men. He gave him a blow on the Ht*d, b J his 
5 W/fc t J a V >f ' fUC i f ied Meta ’ , tIlathls Sword could not enter, tholfeh that of 
ST Iu f °A mU r h j etter tem P erd ’ that with oneftroke he both clavehisHead- 
fn to h^Shad^n* C °f anH v a P atr ftian,the Brother of Wyoming 

S,S. u Ie J?n d ? ood Succe f s - For they write, that grapling with another 

d/r v ' dlo a ^ ed bls Countreyman, and fetching a ftrokC at his Head as he 
tWA ebl0W ’ hc cufc ofF theHead of his Horfe, and then cut the ThL,r 
torn? r after f S h j l a ^ Stovlmg on the Ground. Thefe Achievements of the 
an General, and his Brother fo difeouraged the Barbarians that thev wnnfd 
no more abide it but ffiifted for themfelvef afwell as 
Night prevented farther purfuit, none had efcaped, moft being killed, and the 
reft m a manner all taken Prifoners, of whom there were very few to befeen 

wSL n LT Unde d d YCt Z WC beUeve fome of ^ Romans 
tbmarfa of hsviug received 

das to Conftantmple. Bardas Phocas who had been banifhed into Amafia had fled 

, . bl ^ bavin S he i d ftcret Intelligence withWsKiddre^a^Acq^rin- 

xi.uii.il Phocas t^nce, was up in Arms, having foized on Ctelarea fhp C'itir nf e,*. j • ^. 

S'SSS.SKJC £ 

l £L h l{land u Les j u whither he had been confined, into Thrace. But 
Father^md ^ S a PP rehe , nded arid examined revealed all the Plot, and both the 
Father and. Son were condemned to death. This Sentence of the Judges was bv 
die Emperour mitigated to the loofing of their Eye* Yet was he fo farther 
mercifull, as its fold, he gave order to the Executioners to make fhewonely of 
inding them, and to fpare their figlit, and give out that it was not by^is 
F1 f ■ Command, 
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Command, but proceeded merely from their pity towards them. In the mean 
time Bardas the General was come into Afia, as far as Dorylaus, having given 
him in charge from Zimifces to lhed no more bloud than was neceflary. By otpUm, 
large Offers therefore he firft endeavoured to draw Phocas and hisComplices from 
what they had undertaken. But finding them fo confident, that with (corn and pi^gua- 
heat they reieded his Propofals, he marched to Ccefarea, where he was fcarcely jm* 
arrived, whai thefe Promoters and Followers of the New-made Emperour, upon LC™. 
farther confideration, and weighing of what had been offered, with what their n u. 
utmoft hopes might amount to, found their bell Game would be to undoe what 
. they had done,and accordingly one Diogenes-Adralefius and Ampelas,with Theodorus 
Sby uSfe and Nicephorus the Sons of Theodulus, who had been the Authours of the Revolt 
that fet him firft came over, whom all the reft followed, lo that Phocas was left attended 


up ' onely by his own Servants. r , , ,. 

41 Much difcontented at the Falfenels of thofe, wo had perfwaded him to 
thefe ambitious Courfes, and, as they fay, farther difcouraged by a Dream, he 
Flying to the fled toward a Caftle called Tyropmm. The General fent a Party ifpoffible to over- 
Caftie Tyrop<e- ta k e him, and it reached him as he came to the Foot of the Hill, on which the 
um, capitulates, Q^j e There one Conflantims Charon , bolder and more forward than any 

of the reft came fooneft up with him, and giving him other contumelious Lan¬ 
guage called him Coward, bidding him flay if he durft, and receive the Re¬ 
ward of his Treafons from his Hands. Phocas perceiving who it was, flopped 
his Horfe, and turning towards him, put him in mind how idle a thing it was 
without confideration of the Inftability of Humane Affairs, to infult over a man 
that was merely oppreffed by the Inconftancy of Fortune, and that he ought 
rather to commiferate the Condition of one, whofe Father was Curopalates, Grand¬ 
father Cafar, and Uncle an Emperour himfelf. Charon to this returned more out¬ 
rageous words, calling him Villain, and telling him that he Ihould footh up Boys 
with fuch idle Stories, and not think therewith to delude him; and very fiercely 
made up to clofe him. But Phocas being aware of him up with a Club,or Poll-axe, 
which hung concealed, and his Helmet not being ftrong enough to keep off the 
blow knocked him on the Head, whom thus having difpatcht, he put Spurs to 
his Horfe again, and recovered the Caftle, the Purfuers when they came where 
Charon lay dead, were fo aftonifhed at the fight, that they followed him no far¬ 
ther. But not long it was e’er Bardas came up, and by Meflages urged him to 
yield, profiling his kindnefs to him as an Allie (for to Sophia the Sifter of Phocas , 
was marriSa his Brother Conftantine') and undertook to procure his Pardon from the 
Emperour. Phocas then receiving from him an Oath, that he fhould not be ri- 
15 fliaren and goroufly proceeded againft, yielded himfelf. And the Emperour made good what 
confined to Bardas had ingaged, being fatisfied with his entring into Orders, and Confine- 
the/ifland ment t0 t j ie ifl anc j C hius. This danger thus happily over, Bardas received Com- 
mand to return into the Weft. To which our Writers of the Byzantine Hiftory 
mean Confiantinople , and thofe Parts of Europe ftill fubjedl to it, as by the Eaft 


the Provinces of Afia. 

qmifieswr- 4 z. Thefe things happened at the beginning of the Reign of Zimifces, who 
ties Theodora muc h a b 0 ut t he fame time his former Wife being lately dead, married Theodora 
Collegue. hlS theSifler of Romanus the Third, and Daughter pt Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, as 
our Greek Hiftorians write, though Panvinius whomfoever he follows, makes her 
the Daughter of Romanus by Theophano, and the Sifter of Baftlius and Conftantine, 
Undertakes the Collegues of the prefent Emperour. In the fecond year of his Reign, refolving 
an expedition - n p er f on to ma k e War againft the Rofftans, heufed all endeavours polhble to make 
into Bulgaria. ^ Defigns e ff e £ ua j # gy his bounty he made his Souldiers chearfull and coura¬ 
geous. He fet over them prudent and valiant Officers, took care that no Ammu¬ 
nition or Provifions fliould be wanting; and not onely fet all things in good order 
at Land, but provided as well for the Sea, fetting forth a very confiderable Fleet 
under the Command of Leo, the Drmgarius thereof at prefent, but afterward * 
preferred to be Protoveftarius. Having fini.ffied his Devotions for good Succefs, 
and fetled all matters at home, in the beginning of Spring he fet forward, and 
in his Journey at Rcedeftus met with two Perfons, who under ihew of an Embaf 
fie were fent from the Enemy to fpy how matters flood with him, making 
great complaints of great Injuries offered to the Nation of the Scythians. He 
knowing well enough on what errand they were fent, caufed them to take a view 
of all his Forces, and therewith bid them be gone, and tell their Matters with 
how great and welldifciplin’d an Army he was coming againft them. With five 
thoufand Foot, and four thoufand Horfe. fit for expedition, he. marched away or¬ 
dering 
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dering the reft to follow under. Condudt of Baftlius the Prefident, and palling o- 
Laying (lege vcr Hremus, laid fiege to PerftUaha the principal City of Bulgaria. This {truck 
to Perfthiaba. ^ great terrour into the People, and Calocyrus being in the Town without any op- 
pofition made, fecretly withdrew himfelf into the Camp of the Rofftans , who up¬ 
on fight of him, and hearing the Emperour himfelf was in the Field, were not 
a little difmaid. But Sphendofthlahus their General comforted them, afwellas he 
could by words fit for the prefent exigence, and caufed them to remove nearer 
the City, where they incamped. A Party of.Eight thoufand, exercifing them¬ 
felves near the City-Walls Zimifces fell upon and did great Execution, whom o- 
thers iffuirig out to fuccour in confufion ran the fame Fortune, the ways being 
intercepted at their Retreat, fo that multitudes were flain and as many taken, a- 
mongft whom Sphagellus, the next in Authority to their General. Animated 
with this Succefs the Romans fell upon the City, and were forced off more by 
the Darknefs of Night, than the Valour of the Defendants. 

4?. Early in the Morning appeared Baftlius , with the reft of the Army to the 
great Joy of the Emperour, and .fliewed himfelf upon an Hill, to ftrike greater 
Terrour into thofe that kept the Town. Now did Zimifces endeavour to perfwade 
them to fave themfelves by yielding, to which finding them averfe, he gave or- 
which he der for the Forces jointly to begirt and attacque the Place. So violent an Onfet 
with Bofilh* t he Romans made, by their Ihowres of Arrows driving the Defendants from the 
their King. Walls, and then fealing them with their Ladders, incouraged by one of their Fel¬ 
lows who firft mounted, and was more pertinacious than the reft, that a fufficient 
Number got in and opened the Gates, and then the Army entring filled all Pla¬ 
ces with (laughters. The Women and Children were made Prifoners, and Borifes 
King of the Bulgarians was taken with his Wife and Children, who in his Royal 
Robes was brought to the Emperour. He ufed him very courteoufly, gave him 
the Title of King, and fet at liberty all the Bulgarians, profeffmg himfelf their 
Friend, and an Enemy onely of the Rofft. But all this while, when he thought his 
work was done as to Perftlilaha, Eight thoufand of the ftouteft Scythians had fei- 
zed upon the Caftle, and were firft difeovered by the Mifchief they did, making 
feveral Sallies and Slaughter of many they furprized. He caufed his men to at¬ 
tacque the Place, but they were very faint in the .Service, not fo much for the 
Valour of the Defendants, as the natural ftrength of its Situation, which he per¬ 
ceiving armed himfelf, and with Sword in his Hand led them on, which fight 
wrought fo much lhame upon them, that driving who fliould put himfelf for¬ 
warded: betwixt his Prince and Danger, they broke through ail oppofition by 
Fire and Sword, and Matter’d, the hold; thofe that refitted, being either killed or 
driven headlong down the Rocks and Precipices, or intercepted by the Fire and 
Name' m8 ? he burnt. Thus was this City fully conquered, in the fpace butof two Days. The 
amofoUs. Emperour took order for repairing of it,and called it after his own Name Joannopu- 
lis. He left a ftrong Garrifon in it, and furniftied it with all forts of Provifions. 

Having therein attended the Devotions of Eafter- Day, the Day following he de¬ 
parted for Doroftolus, which alfo had the Name of Diftra. 

44. All this while Sphendofthlahus , was incamped in expe&ation of the coming 
of the Romans, till furpriz’d with the News of the taking of the City. He 
concealed his grief and exhorted his Men to fliew themfelves the more coura¬ 
geous, the more oppofition they met with, and no longer to expert but to march 
arid find out the Enemy. The Emperour in the mean time ranged about, and 
took arid Wafted many Towns and Cattles, the plunder whereof he gave to the 
Souldiers for their Incouragement. But having notice of the approach of fome 
Roffians, he ordered one Theodorus of. Miftheia , with a feled Party of three hundred 
to go before to view them, and give him an account of their Condition, and if 
occafion were to skirmiih with them till he fliould come up to the main Body. It 
proved onely a Party of fome feven thoufand men,fent out as it feems upon the fame 


errand with which yet he ingaged, and they imagining becaufeof his fmall Num¬ 
ber fome Strategeme to be in the cafe, fled amain to the adjoining Woods and 
Mountains, and lb took their way for Diftra , not far from which, all but fuch as 
fell in the ingagement and perfuit, joyned themfelves with Sphendofthlahus , and 
his Army. There it was now refolved, that twelve Miles from that Town they 
fliould incamp, and flay for the coming of the Emperour; being in all three Hun¬ 
dred and thirty thoufand Men, and thofe unanimous, for three Hundred Bulgari¬ 
ans, whom they had fufpe&ed, they had put to death. The Romans animated to 
a great height by their Victories were prefently with them, and then both Ar¬ 
mies prepared, for a Battel, at the beginning whereof, though the late Vi&ours 
Fffz did 
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Then meeting fly great Execution, yet the Numbers of their Enemies were equivalent to their 
the Alacrity, and thereby incouraged, they made fuch refiftences, that the fuccefs 

in Baud tie- was very doubtful!. Twelve times Fortune feemed to change her Face the dif- 
feats them, trefled fide fill reinforcing it felf, till at length Night now coming on, the left 
Wing of the Rofians gave more ground, which as they endeavoured to recruit the 
Emperour in perfon led on a Relerve,and with Spear in Hand fo beftirred himfelf, 
that his Example put new life into all his Souldiers, whereby he carried the day! 
3 f£ toZ>> Tbe Ro f la,ls fled t0 Dorofiolus , very much lelfened in their Numbers, and thither 
‘ >J followed the Emperour after he had done his Devoirs to St. George, on whofe 

Day this V idory was obtained. 

4). He fate down before the Town, but would make no attempt upon it, till 
Which upon ^ his Fleet arrived, becaufe the Defendants might eafily efcape by the River. In 
his FleetX/- f tbe mean t ‘ me Sphendofthlahus commits to late Cuftody in Fetters no fewer than 
>nifccsb$K. twenty rhoufand Bulgarians , left they Ihould revolt or make any difturbance in 
theGarrifon, and prepared fora Siege. The Fleet being arrived the Emperour 
buckled himfelf to his bufmefs, and the Enemy making feveral Sallies, he ftill 
repelled with good Succefs. Now the Roftians horfed feveral Companies contra¬ 
ry to their former Cuftome, and in an Evening when the Roman Soldiers were 
difperfed, at their Supper, made a very brisk Sally out of two feveral Gates, the 
one toward the Eaft, where Peter the chief Commander of the Camp lay with 
the Thracians and Macedonians, and the other to the Weft, which Poll was affigned 
to Bardas Scleras , with the Eaftern Forces. A very lharp Confiid there was, 
and the Succefs for fome time inclined to neither fide, but the Romans had the 
better atlaft, and killing many, forced the reft back into the City without fo 
Sifh« ral mucb as one oF tbeir own Men eitber bdIed or hurt as our Authours affirm ; onely 
three Horfes perilhed in the Ingagement. The Barbarians much difeouraged at 
this repulfe, with great Howlings and hideous Cries, bewailed the Death <§’ their 
Fellows lately flain, afid for the greater fecurity of the place, fent for all their 
Countreymen that Jay in the Garrifons round about. Zimifces hereupon drew 
out his Army into the adjoining plain, and offered them Battel, which they refi* 
fing he had time to give Audience to Meffengers that came from Conjlantia, and 
other Forts beyond the River Ifler, to beg pardon and yield themfelves, 
whom he gratioufly received and fent Garrifons into the Places fo given up. 

But the befieged, though they refufed a pitcht Battel, yet their Number being 
increafed iflued out in the Night at all their Gates at once, and furioufly a? 
failed the Befiegers when they little expe&ed it. And at the firft, as was to be 
expedited, they had the better, till Sphagellus was flain, which fo difeouraged 
them, that they remitted much of their former Alacrity. Yet they kept the 
I add all the Night, and till Noon the next Day, when perceiving that a Party 
was fent to get betwixt them and home, they then began to Ihift for themfelves 
and finding the ways leading to the Town befet, they ftragled through the Coun- 
trey, and many of them were flain. The Night following Sphendofthlahus, began 
to draw a Trench about the Walls, with which having more ftrongly forti- 
fyed the Place, he refolved to hold out till the laft. ' & ' 

He icfoives ro 4 6. But Provifions failing, and all ways by Land being blocked up, he took a- 
out m Ion § with him twothoufand Men, and in a dark and rainy Night pafled down 
the River in Boats, and fetched in Corn and other Neceffaries, without the leaft 
apprehenfion of the Befiegers, till at his Return he killed many of their Foragers 
and the reft efcaped with the News, which arrived not till he was got out of 
danger. At this the Emperour was very much difturb’d, and threatned the Offi¬ 
cers of the Fleet with death,if any fuch thing happened for the time to come - for 
having fpent now forty Days to no purpofe in Hoftility, he was refolved to ftarve' 
them out, and having taken care for flopping up of all Avenues, took his eafe 
and expeded the Event. In the mean time while he fought after new Conquefts 
what he had formerly poflefled was in great danger, for Leo Curopalates , and his 
h!in™ r af e ' Son ^ c ephorus no-way obliged by his Clemency, who had caufed their Eyes to 
home. be fpared, when they had been fentenced for their former Treafons to loofe their 
light, again broke out into Rebellion, and having corrupted many Officers in 
feveral Places, left the Ifland, to which they were confined, and by Night came 
to Confiantinople , where they imagined they could doe great matters, in the Ab- 
SSafdRri £, nce ° L f the Em P er ? ur> But Leo the Drmgarius of the Fleet, to whom with Ba¬ 
ted ‘ [dm the Redour, the care of the Palace and City was committed, timely before 
they could get their Complices together, fent a Party of Souldiers to fecure 
them, of which having notice they betook themfelves to the great Church, but 

were 
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were thence drawn out and fent into the Ifland Prota, where theform*, — 
ment was now executed with efFed upon them. Torel t^S ? Judg , e ' 
Defendants were both forely pinched with Famine, and diftmffedbv En?’ th f 
the Enemy, with which among fo many flout and young 
ever be trying their skill, and attempting fomethingOne Sa 
Son of Rom anus Curcuas with a Machine he ha A aia *.u ^ ? wlagjjter the 

tint they refolved to nik™ Sally hy toS ”°“ mi f cbi f 

difableit. Curcuas to refeue his Engine rulhed in nmnnrrrt- .1, men ’ t0 brea ^ or 
down from his Horfe and flain , 1 SS SugfVey 
Life yet preferved the Ram, and drove back the f U l d not fave hiS 

3 the 4 4dvfoe /make n univlSally by 

verfai Sally. tIle Advice of one Jeruor, a man who for his defert was the : ’ by 

and many by realon of the ftraitnefs of the Ways we^Veith/S 

of any hope there was tl focceed Condlt ' ons ’ but whatprofped 

For on all fldes, were they fuSnded wfth C °^ ao ^ 

lief there was no probability, their Frienrk or ,a f^ rab e Dldlc uhies. Of any re- 
The Neighbouring Nations refufed to meddle £? untreyn f J b f in g far off.' 
Emperour j who try his Fleetand Army TV*, the Power of the 

barred them of all Accefs, while he and his Snnl/ ^ a ? er botb ac Land and Sea, 
all things neceflary butdelishtfull and »,<, ° u die j S ab ounded, not onely with 

d e ^^i^^ki^had^boufthdrniattere lt foin er ^ etUa ^°P 
way by Night, others moved that they fhouM yield Sh for flying a - 

ways and Methods, but all concluded that fperiod others propounded other 
Bur Sphendofthlahus affirmed, this was not tn hednnr:- t0 be » this War. 

they fhould be derided by dU theft ^eLhbnur/and pf 7 C ,° T Wa / dly left 

to their Nation, and therefore he perfwaded them lifrc m3 Infamy i louId fticJc 

.„„ “i vtft .ghtaiffi* try “ with 

leave the city , ^ * Unanimoufly the next day they quit theCitv and mat** f n- u ^ 
and try it out that no hopeof retreating thither miphr 1 m tneuty ». and make faft the Gates 
by Battel. ed as is ufual with a refolved and defplmte EnSi^ TlS* a Fig a foIIow - 
hardfhip were moft diftrefTed by the heat of the wlfh acc I uftomed to 
rour carefully relieved by bottles of Wine and Water miJ h |? m thei / Em P e " 
thus refrefhed to renew the Fight. The narrmvnefs^fo then Caufed them 
hinderance to them, of which he befo/fonS f of^e ways was a great 
Ihould by decrees retire S § lenflble » commanded that his Officers 

fallen 0,, ^ , 1**^ 
ter them with great earneftnefs till the Rnma» t vf- * S ltl } a & l ? w 8 they fled,made af- 
furioufly charged them a-frefii 5 Mnw rh* r • be f n S ar twed at the appointed place, 

of^LahSewasHMuXwi e TnL b r S ^h° t onbothX,r^ 

the Enemy endeavoured to kilfand his Friends InhniTf c< !” te , nnon foll °wed, while 
clearing himfelf of his Horfe as well hf ° d ij ° U ed , asflard to preferve him. He 
the Girdle,and beftirring himfelf thruft the°Mafi theRoffians faft by 

Si"^daugl 


After whicli 
they confulr. 


Refolving i 


where kfefcSS the Man on this fide --- 

Darts that were defigned aganft him and this fie A-aIWu t0 reCGl Y e tbe Strokes or 
off But Zimifces feeing the Enemy fight ra/ ^ Cl Wasre f eued and brought 
fuccefs doubtfull, an d pitying the dangem, mor 5. courageoi % tha never, the 
Prevent greater effufion^^/blo^d Lt^^^ 7 WCre ^ to 

defide the quarrel by the Angle Comhar d challenged him to 

proudly anfwering refufed it, 

rour, who if he was weary of his Life mio-fir fl et ? r t ^ an d ^ d thei&;»w*Empe- 
while he fliould mind what he had to doe Th WaJS en ° ugh t0 be rid of it, 
force and dexterity, to drive^the^Af&rln thar^ ^Emperour refolving with all his 
by this one days adion to finifoborfi rfi^w 110 ^^ 1 ^ aIonerema ki e d and 
With his Troops to hinder them all A h ^ W f*’ SlCge ’ ^Bardas Stlerus, 
the Son of Conflantine Cafar and GrfnAfJ* £ °r t 5 e T ° Wn ? Ro ™ nus tbe Patritian, 

^ SLrwSrist “t±S> T:z P^ 

accefs remainedabfolureiy uncertain .tt'SK^SSSS^^ t 

Ameras 
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jfW^Wrf- ^ from his Horfe, and while heind length the faint and 

£S£ and the flrength of hU Armour J q put jthpm t 

the ftarved gave wa> to rite p l ins S kil j e d an innumerable Multitude of 

ovcrtnrown. fljght) an d in the Purfmt through the rnnsj The vidours not bribing the 

them, all the reft being alfo faid t ° . , Heaven f 0U aht for them, by a Storm of 

Vidory all to themfelves, took notice hat^eavegg En , mieS) t ’ h / t theyC ould 
Rain which blew fo violently upon .t :he fact or mi: And much ^ 

not with their wonted Alacrity and | Battel happened, whom feme 

afcribed to Theodor us the Martyr, on wh y ^ ^ Emperour s Faith was 
faid they faw fighting at the Head of Church dedicated t0 him, and 

it flood he chaoged from EM, to TU, 

Now ^*“8^ 

“ all things becoming a prudent Man, , . him f e lf t0 the laft refuge, offending 

“ trey, and that nothmg than onefold judge to 

“ to the Emperour. But greater th ^ ^ ck Faith he mig ht be re- 

which obii* “ have been fuitable to _ d f the ^ p ire, that fafe Condud fhould be granted 
gcs them to “ ceived as a Friend and Ally ot meimp , h f Com^ce 

gnd to the « t0 him and his Countreymen, to their own Homes, ana 

tn,?er ° ur ’ “told be eftabliflied betwixt theiNatons^ h ^ m \ cco /^ 

“ dencetoask, though not V%^-L\ho either leary of the War, or afraid 

be comprized m the League, andi f P P ^ Friends an d Allies, and to de- 
them, to fignifie that he waul' P£ thdr Territories to their own Countrey, 
fire free palfcge for the /toft ,“£° fire Patege, but the/to/in the cafe they 

And returns to The Patzinaca agreed to all exc p A | er t h e ir departure Zimfces for- 

Conftmtino- - n mu ft needs put them to the;T• • , . returned to Conftantim - 

rified alitheTowm andCafite upon ;1 ^>^ 0P !e received him 
pie, where the Patriarch wfotoium,* ^ him with Crowns, and a 
with all expreflions ot Joy imag bl - 1T f J^ed, in which they would have 
Chariot drawn with fourHorles lplenai y ^ any of thlS) but 

him enter in folemn Trjump . white Horfe, and putting into theCha- 

bore himfelf very modeftly enmng P . h them the Image of our 

riot the Veftments; of thei Xh he ordered told go before him. 

Lady, as the Protedtrefs Acclamations of the Multitude, and finilhed his 

Having in the he devefted Borifes of the Enfignsof Ma- 

Devotions, in the fight of them , Veftrnent and Purple Shoes, and 

jefty which were a Golden Cro » Crown, and there left it. Which 

then going to the^reat and fo departed to 

^^'SSrJ^ZXS^ioJ. th« lie had entred 

into League with the Romans. Gratitude for his late Succefs, 

50. But the Emperour farther to fparing no Coft in 
re-edified the Church which °° g u bi e a:s of the Smoke or Chimney-money, 
Where he re- the Workmanlhip. He eafed all h J Coins as in t h e Obolus, the Image of 
leaces hisSub- and gave order, a s we 1 ^ formerly had not been do " e ^ f wlth j t S 

jeds from our Saviour lhould be itamped v. , ^ wa s afterward obferved by 

Infcription Jefus ChnJt«*K >Mortals in mind, what Acci- 
ney< his SuccefTours. But to put o M()nth of j A and the 

A dreadf;i:i dents and Inconftancy threaten hlumane 1 Lde^ ^ ftape of a Bea rd, they 

Comet up- third Indication appealed a ’ id ti ]i t \ ie Eighth Month of the fourth 

P“* were wont to call Pogoma, and th | Death of the Emperour 

Indication, forelhewmg as was af w ^ ere i n the State by reafon of Civil 

and thofeDiftempers never to be cmed, , undertook an expedition 

Wars was thenceforth involved. After tins, Atrnj inft 
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ex- a S a hhtthofe^Cities which having been Conquer^ "by Niceph^us, had afterward 
pedition as far revolted, and Travelling as far a sDamafcus, fome by fair words, others bv roueh 
as DAmafeus. deeds he recovered, and having fetled, all things according to his will, retumfd 
home. In his Journey as he pafled by Amzarbahe, Bodandus, and other places feeing 
there molt pleafant and fruitfull grounds, he asked to whom they belonged it w J 
anfvverecF that they all belonged to Bafilius, the Prefident, who fad obtained 
the poflellion of them all, though part got by Nicephorus , other portions bv this 
° r r t .^ ac Domeftick of the Schools, and fome lhare by the Arms of Zimifces 
H^he g^w very fad, and perceivingthe publick had got little bv 
the Acceffion of thofe Territories, broke out into this expreflion * “ My Com- 
' <c P u am ° ns > a very odd thing that the publick Treafure mull be wafted and 
« t/r Armies undergo fuch difficulties, and yet whatfoever has been ’sain¬ 
ed byfo much labour and expence, muft beingrofled by one Eunuch This 
fumSifn'n T fo , 7^ .^nt as ill taken by Bajilim, from whom confidering his 
ed by the pro-' *; ouId °ot be hid, and thenceforth he refolved by fome means or oilier 

airement of fomake away the Emperour. This eerlong he effected by procuring his Cud- 
pfint the ?T r fo Tj e r 5 Ward in prefent, and more in promife to give himPoifon not 
Prefident. fo h as told fpeedUy kill but by degrees in l Languifhing manner difeatch 
him, which carried him off yet eer he reached Conflantinople, with the Sym- 
toms of Carbuncles upon his Shoulders, and avoidance of much Bloud by h is 
Sf S ’. a n CG - r he ¥ Rei S ned flx years fix Months and fomething more. An ex- 
rpirnn n, mCC ’ Wh °i IS ° ne ! y S uil ty u P on Record, for theMurtherof his Prede- 
ceffour (however the Patriarch abfolved him) although as we may fee by fre¬ 
quent examples, fuch ambitious feeking after Sovereignty and Dominion 7 was 
fcarcely counted a Crime in thofe days dominion, was 

c£Zti»? r Ba fi l * us and Conftantine the Sons of Rbinanus, according to his own D P „ 
io.fucceed. ncrrrT YY 1 SfH? 1111 in th fT nth of December, the fourth In'didtion, A. D 

Nowour Authours fpeak more probably of their Age tharf 
Thfv if’ ¥ tk Z ° ne n b0Ut tWenty » and the other three years younger 
They bore the Name, but all the Power ftill refided in BafiVm the Prefident’ 

^° ? r ^ nt l y t0 1Dgra r tia „ te h i mfelf with them and their Mother, fent a Pinnace' 

° Ut , ^ Ban i lhmen rV 1° FO / Vide againft the uf urpations of o- 
i e > d great , e{ f S aufe t0 ^pedt Bar das Soleras, uLo had already been 
guilty that way anddiad narrowly efcaped the Iofing of his eyes, butat pre- 
fent Commanded all the Forces of the Eaft,, by which advantage he might eafil v 

therefore f® ¥ X™ 7 th j nS he ^ eafed ' The Command of^the Eaft 

wfeh f A h took from him, and gave him the Government of Mefopotamh 
with orders to reftrain the Incurfions of the Saracens. In like manner he' 
dealt with MichaelBurtzas for the fame reafon*; and to draw him from the 
company and NeighbourhoodI of Bardas, made him Governour of Antioch upon 0 - 
ntes j and the Command of all the Forces in the Eaft was given to one Peter 
formerly the Servant o fPhocas, an Eunuch, but a Man of much valour and exDe- 
rience. Hereat was exceedingly inraged, foashe could not refrain himfelf 
but feU into grievous invedives and reproachtiill words againft Bafilius,, who for all 
rhat was not moved, but admonilhed himtoquiet himfelf,and fettle to the bufinefs 
enjoined, or elfe expe<ft to be deprived of all Command whatfoever, and confined to 
p , his Houle. Hereupon he departed into his Province, and having broken his Defign 

refolved 10 break int0 RebeIli °l knowing all the 
into Rebellion S ° uidiers be Devotion. But his Son Romanasms at Conjlantinople and 
and ufurpj. therrfore he durft not attempt any thing till he had got him thence, which he 
effedted by the Induflry and Diflimulation of one Anthes, who coming to the 
City, fpakeall bitter things againft him, andfo palling for his Enemy, had oppor¬ 
tunity to fteal 1 away the iTouth. Then did he openly aflume the Title and Ha- 

eSmple to the S ^ by hiS Wh ° le Army » the jbmak * herei " S 
$x. For maintaining what he had now done, and going through with his En- 
terpnze, he feized upon all Colledtours of the publick Revenue he could and 
conftramed them to pay it to his Officers. Such as were rich he forced to 
contribute, and many there were who in hope of receiving it back with good 
Advantage, voluntarily fent him in large fums of Money, all which he laid up 
toning with IS Ce -r ain C ¥ e of Me J°P otamia t called Cbarpote, where he pla- 

th e Saracens ^ ed as 1 ) troil g a Garrifon as the concern required. With his Neighbours thp 
Si' 0 ’ f* rac ™ s he contradted Friendlhip, which was ftrengthned by clofer Alliances and 
ftantinopie. Marriage, by virtue of which he received from tlie two Awards of * Amida *&£**”” ^ 

and 
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end * M rtyropolis much money, befides three hundred Arabian Horfemen for a * Mtphtrfa. 
fupply. Tiius furailhed in the beginning of Spring, and farther encouraged by 
a Dream of a certain Monk, he fet forward for Conftantimple , whither the Re¬ 
port flying diflurbed both the Emperours and all men that were not delighted 
with change, and loved to filli in troubled waters. Orders are difpatched 
to refer to have the Army in a readinefs, to Rendezvous at Ceefarea, and Stephen 
Syncellus the Bifhop of Nicomedia is fent to Barelas, by his Eloquenee, if pot 
jible, to perfu ade him to defift. But all he could fay not in the Jeaft lhaked the 
Determination of the Ufurper, who to make a fhort Anfwer to his long Ora¬ 
tion, thruft out his right Foot, and fhewing him his Purple fhoe, told him, 
roat “ He that had once worn that colour abroad, and in the fight of People, • 

“ could not be eafily induced to put it off, and bid him tell thofe that 
fent him, that if they would‘not freely admit him forEmperour, he would en- 
deavour to eftabhfh himfelfas fuch whether they would or no. This An- 
fwer returned, command was fent to Peter , that he Ihould not begin the War, 
but watch and obferve Bar das, fecure the Paflages, and make refiitence if At- 
tacqued. Accordingly he flopped up the ways, and after fome bickerings of 
fmall Parties, they came to Encamp one againft the other. Bardas now lhew- 
ed himfelf backward to Fight, till fome convinced him that he injured himfelf 
by delays, which would moll certainly bring him into contempt, and caufe his 
friends to fall off from him. 

5-3. Convinced by this Reafon he diflodged, and in the fpace of three days 
marched into Lapara, called afterwards Lycandus, a Part of Cappadocia • and 
Peter , left he Ihould be prevented, followed after, night and day, and thither 
came up clofc to him. Yet neither of them had any mind to Fight, but en- 
En- et eSS deavoured by wiles to circumvent each other, in which craft, Bard/smsfu- 
ArmybyStra- peviour after this manner. He caufed meat to be prepared as if all the Ar- 
tegeme be m y vvas t0 ta ke Refrefhment, but yet commanded every Man to be ready 

t°hem omes to Fight. This perceived by die Enemies they alfo fell to Eating, as conclu- 
ding that for that day they might take their eafe, and there would not be any 
Ingagemcnt. In this poflure lie fell upon them, and though. they flew to their 
Arms and made flout refiflence yet perceiving they fhould be compafled about 
by his two Wings, and the Mercenaries he had ordered to fall on their Backs, 
they ran away, and with the firfl Burtzis theGovernour of Antioch, whether for 
fear or out of defign is uncertain. Many were killed, and Bardas took their Bag¬ 
gage wherein was much trealure found. Thence he removed, and took in a Ci¬ 
ty called Tfamandus, and by this fuccefs got fuch reputation that many came over 
to him, and took his part, as Burtz is we now mentioned, Andronicus a Patritian, 

Lydas an Officer in the Army, and the inhabitants of Attala laid hands on 
Michael Curticas , the Commander of the Emperour’s Fleet, which they 
carried all to Bardas , and from him received orders under his command, to 
make War againfl the Cibyrraotcs. Thefe things being reported at Court, 
it was there refolved, that fome of the Emperour’s Friends ihould be in- 
Upon which veiled with abfolute or imperial power to give, grant and adt whatfoever he 
Loops Diels fhould think convenient for the fupprelfion of this Ufurper. Againft him then 
ted to flip. 0 ' 11 was created, Dictator (as we may Term him ) Leo the Protoveftiarius and one 
piefs him. John a Patritian a very eloquent and eminent man was fent with him as an affif- 
tent or Council lour. Joy ning with Peter at Cotyacius a place of Phrygia he firfl 
efiayed fecretly by great promifes to draw the moft confiderable Perfons from 
Bardas , but all his Art this way was fo far from doing any good, that it confir¬ 
med them in an Opinion ofhisweaknefsand of his Inability to proceed any other 
way. 

54. Finding this projedt to fail him,.by the nighttime he gave Bardas the 
go-by, and held on his courfe toward the Eafl, which marvelloufly perplexed 
thole about the Ufurper, both in that they Jeared their Treafure,. and alfo were 
felicitous for their Relations, left behind them in thofe parts. And this confide- 
ration fo wrought with them, that many departed and fled to Leo; Bardas his 
allairs were brought into that poflure, that he had juft caufe to fear that all 
his Forces would lpeedily fall away and difperfe themfelves. There vvas no way 
therefore but one ; to fend Burtzas and Komams Taronita a Patritian, two that he 
could trull to flop the courfe of Leo, by continual Allarms, fudden on-lets and 
intercepting his Provifions, yet fo as to befure not to venture a fet Battel. But 
they were lorced to break their orders. For News was brought that betwixt the 
tu 0 Armies were Ihortly to pafs fome Saracens who were carrying the Annual 

Tribute, 
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Tribute, due from the Eaftern Berreea to Conftantimple , which would fall as a 
certain Prize to thofe that could compafs it, and therefore the Souldiers were not 
to be reftrained. It occafion’d an Ingagement, wherein Burtzas was beaten, and 
many of his Men were flain, efpecially the Armenians, to whom no Quarter 
would be given, becaufe they firfl revolted to Bardas. He having notice how- 
matters went, halted with the Body of his Army, and incamped, as convenient¬ 
ly as he could againft Leo, expecting a fit opportunity to ingage. But Leo was 
wary and drew out the time in length, which he was incouraged to doe, finding 
that his ftrength increafed by the daily coming fever of fome or other to hirm 
And the opinion of the Elder and Wifer about him was, that by delay he ihould 
flill manage his Matters ; but thofe of the younger and hotter fort were all for 
fighting, and as we are apt to yield to the worft, he fuffered himfelf to be over¬ 
ruled, and to give Battel. Bardas divided his Forces into three Parts, whereof Ire 
reHs alfo over" bimfelf l ed t ^ e middle Battel, to his Brother Conftantine he affigned the right, and 
thrown . 0 ° Ver ’ to Conftantine the Son of Gabras the left Wing. They had not long ingaged when 
Leo's Souldiers, not able to fuftain the violence of his Horfe, placed at each Wing, 
gave ground and occafion to a total Defeat, which immediately followed. John 
the Patritian was killed, and Peter the Mafter of the Camp, with many other per¬ 
fons of great Quality. Leo, with feveral other men of Office and Dignity was 
taken Prifoner. He was committed to Cuftody ; but the Eyes of Theodor us and 
Nicetas Hagiozacharitoe, two Brothers, at the Head of the Army were digged out, 
becaufe they had broken their Oaths and fallen oft' to Leo. 

5-5-. This Victory fo exceedingly advanced the Intereft of Bardas, that the 
whole Empire feemed now at his Devotion. But Baftlius the Prefident, was all 
this while very intent upon his bufinefs, and though he negledted no means for 
increafing the Land Forces, yet his efpecial care was for fettingouta ftrong Fleet • 
for Michael Curtices the General of Bardas , had wafted almoft all the Wands’ 
and was ihortly expe&ed at Abydus in the Hedefpont , which muft needs caufe Con- 
ftantinople it fclf to tremble. Having made all preparations the time would give him 
leave, he fent out the Navy under Command of Theodoras Carentenus, a Patri- 
TheSeasciea- tian > who finding out Curtices at Phoceea, fought with and defeated him, by 
red.of the U- which means the Seas were all cleared. Then Baftlius applying himfelf wholly to 
furpers force, the War by Land, fent away Manuel Eroticus to command the City of Nice, the 
Metropolis of Bithynia, againft which in a fhort time after Bardas fhewed himfelf 
and fell upon it with all violence. But hot able to Mafter it, fo vigorous and fuc- 
cefsfull was the refiftence which Manuel made, he refolved to ftarve him out, and 
from his hands forced him to betake himfelf to his Wits, fo much were the Inha- 
he obtairwthe bifajts prefled with want. He caufed the Granaries therefore of the City to be 
City of Nice, filled with Sand, and Corn to be ftrowed fo thick upon it, that the Sand could 
not be difeovered by the Eye. Then did he lhew to fome Prifoners he had the 
faidGranaries, and bragged how able he was by that means to hold out; but 
withall fignified, that if he and thofe with him might have leave honourably to 
depart, he would quit the place. This was not unwelcome News to Bardas 
who upon report of the full Granaries, granted them fuch Conditions as they de- 
fired, and fo with Bag and Baggage they marched out, and went to Conftantino- 
ple. Thus Bardas became Matter of Nice , but in fuch a way, and by fuch means 
as he was afhamed to own. However, he put a ftrong Garrifon into the 
Town, under Command of one Pegafm, and then attended his other Af¬ 
fairs. 

56. Baftlius the Prefident perceiving his matters now de/perate, Bardas being 
Which caufes rS e *P e<aedat Conftantimple, betook himfelf to his laft refuge in making ufe 
Bardas pbocas ol , a Pe " on t0 wIl ich Neceffity alone could oblige him. This was Bardas Phocas 
to be recalled whom tor this purpofe he fpeedily recalled out of Exile, and judging him the 
IT* Ge " ° neI y Perfon be could oppofe to his Namefake, received of him an Oath of Fide¬ 
lity to the Emperours, and conferring on him the Dignity of a Magifter, made 
himDomeftick of the Schools, and committed the War to his management. Pho¬ 
cas having received Power and Inftrunions, indeavoured to pals over to Abydus- * 
but finding Bomarns the Son of Sclerus to command the Hellefpont , returned to 
Conftantimple, and there light of a Veflel which wafted him over to the oppofite 
Shore, whence travelling by Night, he came to Cafarea , and there joining him- 
felf with Euftathius Maleinus and Michael Bartzas, who had again turned to the 
Emperours fide, and gathering what Forces he could together, went on to Amo- 
rum. Sclerus having notice of his Arrival, now concluded, that he was to deal 
with his Match, not with Eunuchs and Effeminate Perfons, and to Amorium he 

G gg marched, 
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. . . marched, where coming to an Irigagement, the Forces of Thocas being dilheartned 

vorfted by Ce by the Defeats they had lately received, failed of Courage andofSuccefs, and were 
SckrtR. driven out of the Field, yet fo as the Retreat was very fair and leifurely, Thocas 
himfelf bringing up the Rere and facing about and charging the Purfuer s as he had 
advantage. He got away to the Caftle of Charfianus , and there refrelhed his men, 
and received many that came to him upon the Emperour’s Account, whom he 
promoted according to their Qualifications. Scleras was not long behind him, but 
coming and incamping not far off'provoked him to fight, who as readily confen- 
ting, they joined Battel againf wherein Thocas had the worft, not being able to 
make his men Hand their ground, though with his Poll-axe in his Hand he rode about 
to the feveral Ranks, and killed many of the Enemies, difcharging all Offices 
both of an expert Commander and valiant Souldier. 

57. After this Defeat he went into Iberia, where he defired and obtained a fup- 
ply from David the Prince of that Countrey, with whom he had contra&ed a 
particular Friendfliip when formerly he commanded Chaldia. Joyning thefe For¬ 
ces with the remainders of his own, which he had rallied, he marched to Tancalea , 
a large Plain lying upon the River Halys, to feek out his Enemy, who there lay 
incamped. Another bloudy Contention followed, wherein Thocas perceiving his 
men again to give ground refolved to indure no longer the ignominy of being 

But in the beaten, but efpying Scleras, ran violently at him with purpofe to kill or be killed, 
ment oSs" Rut klerus was fo aware of him that he fetch’d the firft ftroke, fome fay with his 
the Victory. Poll-axe, and others with his Sword, which miffing him, cut off one of the Ears 
of his Horfe, and his Bridle in funder. Thocas his hand was more Ready, who 
gave the other fuch a blow upon his Helmet as ftruck him down upon the Neck 
of his Horfe, which done he galloped up to an Hill and retrained the flight of his 
Souldiers. Sclerus dazled with the ftroke, and fainting, was by his Followers 
carried to a Fountain to have his wound cleanfed, who concluded that Thocas and 
his Caufe were both now loft, and therefore were the more carelefs. Not taking heed 
to their Mafter’s Horfe when they had taken him off, he got loofe and with his 
Main all bloudy ran amongft the Souldiers, who thereupon concluding that the 
Rider their General was flain, inftead of purfuing, ran away themfelves, and that 
with fuch fear and hafte, that fome tumbled down Precipices, and others took 
the River and therein were drowned, while Thocas to his great amazement behold¬ 
ing what happened and looking upon it as an extraordinary mercy from Heaven, 
took phe Advantage offered him of giving the Chace and obtaining an unexpected 
Victory. Sclerus with a few efcaped and got to Martjropolis , whence he fent his 
Brother Conftantine to Chofroes the Prince of Babylon , to defire his Friendihip and 
Affiftence. Chofroes making delay, and neither granting his Requeft nor returning 
a denial, when his Brother came not back with any anfwer, he himfelf went thi¬ 
ther with all his men. The Emperour Bafilius being informed by Thocas of his late 
Sclerus flying fuccefs, and how Sclerus was gone to Babylon , fent an Amballadour to Chofroes 
to Babylon, the Amemumnes, defiring him to confider, as he was a Prince, of what ill example 
and confequence it might prove to harbour and protect Rebels, and Letters were 
written alio to Sclerus and thofe about him, offering them free pardon for what was 
paft, if they would return to obedience, and every man to his own Home, which 
when Chofroes underftood, not thinking himfelf fairly dealt with, he committed 
I* there com- both the Ambafladour and Sclerus to Cuftody. Such of his Party as did not ac- 
cuftody' 110 com P an y Sclerus to Babylon , feized upon one or two ftrong Caftles in the Province 
of Thrace , whence for fome confiderable time they made excurfions into the 
neighbouring Territories, and did much mifchief, till by Nicephorus Tarfacutinus 
a Patritian, upon promife of Indemnity from the Emperour, they were perfwa- 
ded to defift, and were brought in. 

58. Such was the Iflue hitherto of the Rebellion of Bar das Sclerus; how mat¬ 
ters went in the mean time in the Weftern Parts of the Empire, we muft now dif- 
cover. The Bulgarians , notwithftanding all the pains of Zimifces , in that Coun¬ 
trey continued no longer in obedience than he in life. Not long after his Death, 

. refolving to be governed by thofe of their own bloud, they committed the ffi- 
J/^iiwadedle P reme Power to four Brothers, David, Mofes , Aaron and Samuel, called common- 
Weitem parrs ly Cometopoli, becaufe they were the Sons of an eminent Count amongft them. 

Mf the Empire. p or G f the ftock of Teter none was left whom they could prefer. His two Sons 
Borifes and Romanus , that were, as we faid, brought to Conftantinople , had thence 
upon the death of Zimifces made their efcape back into Bulgaria. But Borifes paf- 
ftng through a Wood in a Roman Habit, was killed by a certain Bulgarian, who 
took him tor one of that Nation: Romanus indeed was alive, and returned fome 

time 
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time after to Constantinople, but he was an Eunuch, having been gelt by Jofeph 
that eminent Bedchamber man, formerly mentioned. Now of all thefe four Bro¬ 
thers David died prefently after. Mofes in the Siege of a place called Seme was 
killed by a blow given with a Stone, and Aaron being fufpe&ed to favour the Ro¬ 
mans, was by Samuel murthered with all his Children, one Blackofihlabus excepted & 
called alfo John, who was prelerved by Kadomer (otherwife alfo named Romanus] 
the Son of Samuel. This Samuel was a man of a reftlefs dilpofition, a very a 00 d 
Souldier, and while the Empire was fufficiently intangled with the War againft 
Sclerus, plagued all the Weft with his Incurfions, not onely Thrace and Macedonia , 
with the Parts near to Thefatonic a, but Tbefaly alfo, Greece, and Teloponnefus 
and took many ftrong Holds, the chief whereof was Larijfa, the Inhabitants of 
which with their wiiole Families he tranfpo’rted into Bulgaria, inrolled them a- 
mongft his Souldiers, and ufed them againft the Romans. 

59 . Matters thus Handing with the Bulgarians, the Emperour Bafilius, as foon 
as the bufmefs with Sclerus was oyer, began to refled upon his own Power and 
refolved now he U'as of years fufficient to undertake the War againft themupon 
his own fcore, to Ihew he was in a condition to be put of Pupillage. Without ac¬ 
quainting Thocas , though the Domeftick of the Schools, or any other of the Cap- 
Upon which tains of the Eaft, he invaded Bulgaria, through'the Countries, lying near Rhodop- 
Emperoui en. * n< J t,le River Turns, leaving Leo Melifenus behind him to fccure the Straits, 
ters Bulgaria, whilic he coming about by the difficult Paifages and Woods, lying near to T-ria- 
ditza, or as it was in old time called Sardica, came into a place known by the 
Name of Stoponium, refolving to lay Siege immediately to Sardica, being the more 
incouraged lo to doe becaufe Samuel was reported, out of fear, to keep himfelf in 
the mountainous Parts of-the Countrey, not daring to come down, but when lie 
faw he had an Advantage by Strategeme or Ambuili to efTed fomething confide- 
rabh. But while he prepared for this Siege, Stephen the Domeftick of the Schools 
of the Welt, for the imallncfs of his Stature called Contoftephams, but a verv 
great Enemy to Leo MeliJJ'enus, came to him by Night, and with moft vehement 
words perfwaded him to let all other Coniiderations afide, and return with fpced 
to Conftantinople, becaufe Melifenus had a Delign to Ufurp, and for that purpole 
was halting toward the City. The Emperour eafily frighted with fuch a Story 
But in his re . gave orders for the Army to march, and then Samuel feeing his time, fell upon 
tum loofes iiis.them as a flying Enemy, and put them to flight indeed, taking all their Ban^cre 
Baggage,^. an d therein the Emperour’s Enfigns of Majefty, who with much adoe got through 
the straits, and efcaped to Thilippopolis. There he found Leo at his Station in¬ 
tending diligently what had been injoyn’d him, whereupon fenftble how they had 
both been abufed, lie reviled Contoftephanus as a Lyarand Authour of fo ^reat In¬ 
famy as this ridiculous Expedition muft needs procure, and Stephen demeaning 
lumfeJf very arrogantly, and indeavouring to defend what he had done, he leap’d 
from his Scat, and catching fall hold of him by his Locks and Beard pulled him 
down to the ground. 

n A uake atEnrth ‘ 6 ?c'\ A S reac Eaithc l liake happened after this in the Month of October, and the 
twelfth year of the Emperour Bafilius, and Conftantine , of whom we hear little 
or nothing, being wholly given up to Jdlenefs and Pleafure, and willingly leaving 
all to the management of his Brother, who now calling off his former Negled 
took, matters into his own Hands, and ferioufly applied himfelf to bufmefs By 
the Earthquake were not onely many Churches and private Buildings overturned 
but alfo part of the Globe of .the Great Church, which he magnificently repaired’ 
with fo great expence, that the very Scaffolding flood him in ten Centenaries of 
Goid. But his late Expedition into Bulgaria had that operation Upon feveral of 
the Nobility, elpecially Bardas Thocas, that thinking themfelves exceedingly nen- 
lefted in that he would not confult with them, and thence taking a meaiure of 
what they muft expeft from him in time to come. Some two Months before 
Bmhs p;,oc is y ie .. Eart ^ uak ® in the.Month of. October, meeting at the. Houfe of Euftatbius Ma- 
liiiuted Empe- le P ?«> f 10 ^ been ignomimoufly difmiffed the Service, at Charfianum they pro- 
l ! 10 r. claimed the kid Thocas Emperour, giving him a Diadem, and invefting him with 
the other Imperial Ornaments. At the lame time word was brought that Sclerus 
(whom Baronjus ftrangely makes the fame with Thocas, writing that Sclerus Bar - 
das >' lirnamed_ Thocas, was this year Proclaimed and Crowned Emperour) was Quod ad res 
coming out of Syria being delivered out of his Prilbn at Babylon upon this occafiond ert * net 0ri ' 

ends, inva - 

Chili, Selerus Bardaf Cogmmento P/jocdi Tjranm, Imperam acclamatur, ac coronmr. Bam. ad. A. D. ^{num. jf 
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The PerfiMt Tile Nation of the Perfians being fubdued and inffaved by the Saracens, endured tire 
ealt offn l ° - 7 °l (e with much ReluCfancy and Repining, and the moll Noble and Potent of 
Yokeof tile them were watching but for a fit opportunity to fhake it off Of thefe one Inar- 
Smuccis-. ' g ttS more concerned himfelf than all others, being of a great Family, very Elo¬ 
quent, and a Complete Souldier, who obferving Chofroes very imprudently and 
negligently to manage his Affairs, refolved not to let flip fuch an Advantage, but 
drew to revolt all the Achamonida or Achamenida?, a Part of Perfia, and hired Achmenit 
twenty tkoufand of the Eaftern Turks (fo they term them, as the Humi or Hun- pars Eerfidit 
gar tans tile Wcftern) and then openly makes War, killing all the Saracens where- 
ioever he could light on them. Chofroes often in Perfon, and as often by his Of- 
ficers ingaged with him in Fight, but ftill came off with lofs, which ftruck fuch Stephanas. a- 
terrour into his Souldiers, that they could not endure to hear a Per fan named. 

This made him think of his Romans now in durance, and to confider,’ that were p<? rfarw^m- 
hot Scleras a man very confiderable, afwell for skill in War and Courage as other 
Matters, he could never have waged war with theEmperour, nor brought him to 
fuch Straits as he did, nor would fo many Noblemen have fided with him, and peransftnat. 
given him the Title. Communicating his thoughts with his Council, he delivered 
him out of Prifon, and after much Carefling of him, defired that he would under¬ 
take the War againfl: the Perfians. 

6 1. Scleras at firft pretended an Averfenefs, affirming that He and his Fellows 
being kept fo long in Prifon, were thereby rendred unfit for Employment of that 
Upon which Nature. But Chofroes promifing him ample recompence for the Injury that had 
Sc/cr/M and the been done him, with much Treafure and great Force for carrying on the War, 
nTarckcout he undertook it, yet fo as he would not meddle with the Arabians , Saracens or o- 
of Prifon. ther Subjects of Chofroes , but defired that the Prifons of Syria might be opened, 
and all Roman Captives fet at Liberty, with whom and no other Army he would 
doe his work. By this means, getting together about three thoufand Men, he 
caufed them by bathing and other ways to recover their former ftrength, and 
new clothing and arming them, led them againfl; the Perfians , whom by a manner 
of fighting unufual to them, and efpecially by the Violence and Courage of his 
. . Souldiers°he totally defeated, fo that fcarcely remained any to carry away the 

and defeat die News, and Inargus himfelf fell in the Croud. Now the Romans inriched with 
ferfiam. g reat booty, and many Horfes would by no means return to Chofroes y but ta¬ 
king the Rode that led into the Territories of the Empire, by great Journeys 
without the Knowledge of the Saracens, they efcaped thither. Thus fome re¬ 
ported. Others affirmed that they went back to Chofroes , were courteoufly re¬ 
ceived by him, and that dying not long after he gave Order to his Son to con- 
dueft them with Honour and Safety, into their own Countrey. And a third ftory * 
firotiS- there was, they getting away without his Knowledge, hefent after them a great 
Multitude to bring them back, with which they fought, and reducing them to a 
fmaller Number than themfelves, fuch flaughter they made, then without any 
oppofition profecuted their Journey. 

6 a. However it was, Scleras with his Followers got fafeinto the Territories of 
the Empire, where underftanding how Bar das Phocas had alfo afliimed the Title, 
he found himfelf much at a Lofs what to doe. To make himfelf foie Em¬ 
perour, he was not fufficiently provided, and to join himfelf either to Bafilius or 
the other he efteemed a mean thing, and below him, and fliould he take the' 

Part of one and make the other his Enemy, it might prove a matter of great dan¬ 
ger, therefore he refolved to give words to both, and fo ingratiate himfelf with 
CajoTmg Pbo- the one, that he Ihould not difoblige the other. To Phocas he fent and offered to 
dm-hilson fupprefs Bafilius , andfhare the Empire with him, but fecretly at the fame time 
lo&jffiwriie he caufed his Son Romanus to goto the Emperour at Conftantinople , under pretence* 

Jinijwrour. 0 f running away and revolting, with this Defign, that if Phocas got the better, 
the Father ihould intercede for and bring off his Son, and if Bafilius overcame, 
his Son Ihould make the Father’s Peace. Romanus was kindly received, preferred 
to the Dignity of a Magifter, became a great Favourite and a Councillour to Bafilius 
in his Wars, who had now taken all matters out of the Hands of Bafilius the. 

Prefident, and fearfull that for his fo doing, he might as he had done to others 
pra&ife fomething againfl: him, had removed him from Court to his own Houfe. 

There perceiving that he was very unfatisfied, and turbulent, and was hatching 
fome Defign for recovery of his Power, he banilhed him, and feized upon molt 
of his vait Eftate both to inrich himfelf, and hinder him from attempting any 
new matters. The Monaftery lately built by him, he rifled, and feized on all 
his Curiofities, which fo afflicted the old Man, that he pin’d away and died.' 
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Bafilius being rid of him, and wanting fome .to affift and advife him the mote" 

Wins hira tobe ^aVud»,tni 

6j. In the mean time an Agreement was ra*de between Scleras and Phocas on 
th £ fe Jf ra . s > that Defigns fucceeding, Scleras Ihould for his lhare have Anti- 
°ch Phemcia, Pdefine, Odofyria, Mefopotamia and Egypt. and Phocas obtain 
Conjlanttnopk, with the reft of the Provinces. This was confirmed by oath on 
bothfides, and Scleras joined himfelf with -Phocas in Cappadocia, , for die better 
carrying on of the War. But Phocas watching his Advance, fpoiled him of the 
Imperial Enfigns and then committed him to Cuftody,which done he prevailed with 

l f S w fi , Sht U n de r him * and 1 2 ow feemin S t0 himfelf to have fufficiently 
provided for his lntereft, fent one Cakcyrus Delphinus a Patritian, with part of 
his Army to Chryfopohs, over againfl Conftantinople , on the ffiore of Afia and 
With the reft of the Forces he himfelf removed to Abydus, by this means to block 
up Conftantinople. Bafilius by this time had received fome 7 Succoms from “ 
Roflans, to the Prince of whom, Bltsdmere , he had married his Sifter Anne With 
thefe Rojfians by Night having wafted over, he fell unexpectedly upon Delphims 
eafily overpowred and took him Prifoner, whom he caufed inftantly to be nailed 
to a Poland having animadverted as he thought fit upon the reft, that he there 
took, then returned to Conjlantinople. In the mean while Phocas, with might and 
mam endeavoured to get into Abydus, but the Inhabitants made flout reliftence 
being incouraged by Cyriacus the Drungarius of the Fleet, who was fent thither 
for that purpoie. But presently Conflantine theEmperour paffed over andwas 
foon followed by his Brother Bafilius, whom Phocas with part of his Forces fpee- 
dily encountred leaving the reft to continue the Siege of Abydus. Befomhe 
Armies joined doubtfull o&the Event, and perceiving Bafilius to ride up and 
down, to view the Troops, give directions and animate his Men, he refolved to 
fingle him out and lull him by which ACt feemingnot at all difficult, thei years 
and experience confidered, he Ihould put an end to the Quarrel, and fecurethe 
Empire to himfelf. Accordingly with all his Force he made towards him but 
flopped in his Carreire, before he came near to the Emperour. Some reported 

h £nTL^Z l r \ th H E T r0Ur - C °f ant . ine S ave that he fell by his 
Hand, but the general and moft received opinion was that making toward an 

whirhTv n hand ’ finding r h L rn ? / lf fur P rized he Jaid him down and did of Poifon 
which by procurement of Bafilm one Simon a Servant whom he moft trufted 

Jffome “ 7 “ 3 f ° ? v “ °“5 ,hat in his from the Hand 

rhi S y o h f f^ i- .!- d t ““T* 1 . wound - At M “ tws onely imagined 
that he there refted lumfeit, but when he was found to be dead, and the Ru 
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mour was thereof fpread into the Army, his Men then fled in diforder and the 
Emperour s giving the Chace obtained a Victory at a very eafie rate Amoneft 
the Prifoners were Leo, and Theognoftas Meliffeni, Theodofm Mefanyftus a 7 mf 
ny others whom Bafilius led in Triumph, befog fet upon Affes. Ondy Leo 

iSttP? e i emP F te | bfcauj when the Armies were preparing 

for Battel lie rebuked with Tears his Brother Theognoftas for reviling the Emnl 
roars, and beat him when he would not cea fe his contumelious Language P '' 
64 Bafilm finding himfelf now Emperour indeed, upon the removal of fuch 
Who in Vi 1 115 Forfl i ne ^changed his Humour, fcarcely thinking or 

is foie Em. -f,; had P ee . a acc uftomed to before. Confidering what folicitude and 
perour. P^ ns llis P ]ace icquired, he quitted all his former pJeafures, left off all his brave 
Conftantme apparel, renounced his wonted Intemperance both as to Wide and Women an A 

and pleafure. ) eit nothing to his Brother but the mere Name and Luftre, affigning him a Guard 
hut that very final], and not anfwering the Dignity, whic^hellid not at all 

Hunfina V Ur r ’ con f? tin g ^fejf with his Freedom and Eafe, and prizing his 
Hunting and Converlation with his Friend^ above whatever Domination S and 
troublelome Command^ could afford. But Phocas befog dead in the Month of 

Sdem isftt s&i wLl C h°emup n otfo^^^^^ ri'f 6 f ? alt fk h ^ C ^ Ba fi lius and Conflantine, 
st Liberty - , at r lb€ny > by fuch . as te Pt him in the Caftle of Tyro- 

^V^afcoured^takchhn’offf’apjftulatinc’wkhbinfonmb 35 7 “^ *“<" 

. . A rf * much Blcud-lhed comnny to his (SS' toSf’. 

“>« d . '“her by conficteration of 

quits hil ^Vrr h- th T j tt e rn€ans k^ tocompafe his ends, that having received lecu- 
m'Mm. ntyfor his Indemnity, and the Dignity of he oadeln 
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and was content to lay down his Pretenftons. When the Emperour few him led 
to him bv two that fupported him, for by reafon of his Age and Corpulency he 
could not walk, or as fome gave out in his way to him lie had lolt Ins light, he 
fmiled to think in how great fear he had flood of fuch a Man, and perceiving tha t 
he ftill wore his Purple Shoes, which-he had forgot to put off, having c everted 
himfelf of all other marks ofMajefty,he refufed to admit him to Dncourle. He then 
put oft' the Shoes before the Door and approaching the Emperour s Seat, Ihfilm 
lore up to him, and taking him by the Hand caufed him to eat and drink with 
. ,. .... i,: m Accordion to the Agreement he was made Curator of the Palace, and fuch 
SSr V Sfhis fdHotversas had unefer him enjoy ed any Places or Eftates, were permitted 
to enjoy their Ertates and to keep their Places, or elfewhere preferred to others.of 

(jBahlius, being freed now from all Ufurpations and trouble of Civil Wars, 
confuted bow to be revenged on Samuel the Regains of Bulgaria, and others who 
$$!£££' during thofe Rebellions had taken the Advantage to infeft the Borders ot die Em- 
the incurfions p j re pj c made a Progrefs into Thrace and Macedonia , and go.ng to 7 heftalomca, 
bouSdurlS' there left a ftrong Party under Command of Gregorius Taronitas, to reprels the Jn- 
theie Civil curfions of Samuel, and returning to Conftantinople moitly „, 

Wari. after took another Journey into Iberia. David the Curopa- 7 u £ ex i 0C Pcedre»i 

lates or petty Prince of that Countrey being lately dead, g„i os ,j} os , „t bene muni xyUnder, jh 
had made him his Heir, he therefore took poflertion of his Wnum Jfrumt Vk.mmn Dm:,*, 
Inheritance^and forcing George the Brother of David to be 
content with the Inner Iberia, received.lns Son lor an Hoi- ho. 
tage, and then took his way for Phoenicia, where the feye- 
ral Ameras of Tripolis, Damafcus, Tyre and Beritas, had, during the Ufurpation 
and Wars at Sclents, made a League amongft themfelVes and fet upon Antioch, the 
Govcrnour of which Damianus a Patritian they had Ham in fight. But he now 
frighted them into a Compliance, forced them to iubnut themlelves, and having 
received Hoftages for their dutifull demeanour for the time to come, returned back 
to Conftantinople. As he pafl'ed through Cappadocia, the Magifter Euftachius Mele- 
urn entertained him with his whole Army, with which k.ndnek lie pretended lie 
was much plcafed, but inwardly diflatisfied that a Subject fliould be poflefled of 
fuch an Eftate, to the endangering of the Government, which was fo often Sha¬ 
ken, through the too great Wealth and Power of the Nobility; under fliew of 
Idndnefs he carried him with him to Conftantinople, where he took care he lhould 
live very plentifully, but never would permit him to return home; and alter his 
... , death feized on all his Eftate. To prevent the Mifchiefs thence arifmg by a to, 
te he ordained, that the Great men lhould not mcreafe their Poffeffions or Lands, 

Noblemen w hich (faith Cethomu) had been formerly enadted by lus Grandiather Coufiautmi, 

(the Elder) his Father-In-Law. . . i 

or 66 . The Conftitution of Komamt the Elder, here mentioned, is yet extant and 
Lands. publilhed by Bonefidius, in the firft Book of thofe three, which he let forth con- v«g. 24. 
cerning the Oriental Law, bearing the name of a Novel. “It .... , , n 

“ prohibits any of the confpicuous Magiftri ot Patritians, 'SSTfZ 

“ anv in command or power, any Honoured with pnnci- CAiTTWMxjiVfap,« m]etkfay>($c. 

“ pal Dignities, whether employed in Functions, Civil or 
“Military Magiftrates, cliofen or fubftituted, any Metro- 

“ politans or Archbilhops, Prefects or thofe that had the X3al f t . ,)H ys s, K hi<nii. 

“ overrtght of Religious Houles, or.: any other preferred to 
“ any lecular Honour, by purchafe .gift or any other 
“ means, to get into their Hands, or come to the poflertion of any Territories or 
“ Lands. If any fuch lhould prefume fo to doe, after the publilhing of this pre- 
“ pent Conftitution, it ordains that without Reftitution of their Money, they be 
v put out of Poflertion, andloofe.all their Labour and Charges, they had been 
« at both in getting and bettering what they had rfo obtained. Befides this 
« they lhall forfeit the value of the Lands to the Emperour if they be the more 
“ eminent and HluftriousPerfons ; and. if meaner condition, they lhall be forced 
“ from them without any the.leaft fatisfa&ion made,- and farther pumlhed as 
The reafon of “ they lhall deferve. The reafon of: the. making and Reinforcing of this Law is, 
j.hatLaw. as we very well obferve from the courfe.of this.Hiftory, to be fetched from 
thofe frequent Ufurpations, of the. great ones,: to which they wereinabled by 
their m-eat Revenues and Pofleflions, which both afforded : ; them Treafure, and 
many Dependants out of their Tenants and Vaflals. Hencedo wereadeofone Do- • 
meftickofthe Schools,, able with .-his own Retainers to Wage War with feveral 

Ameras 
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or Prertdent, as we have feenthat Kw* Z„ { m } hc Bed - c tamber-man, 
fence it was that the imperial Purple was fo dangerous^ bewo ^ 1 f ? fhis Life * 
of Princes, fuch alterations in the Government And S tI,er ' 

vernour. AJ ote s I11 s Son with a party to make n hirr™*™ T! c uoveinour font our 
overpowered, ht liifnfelf was rtain and his S^taken "p f f ° intr ?PP ed and 

. 

t^SSrey difpatched thither. Coming to TheffblonhTl lefound^hat ^ 

— r L r s ! s s t ? * Zf ~" 

nnth into the very Heart offtW* vl’ ? ^ 0 U Si‘ of Col 

by the foot oiOlympus to Lanjf^ ^whcreieavinaTr n? t lere, ° re "'** his Army 
he proceeded into Theft,ly, and' palling the Phar%l L p? SSagC ’ j 11 -'", sre “ Journefs 
Butt,"round J£» ■h«fon ^the ^b£* .of. 

R r Wat^t'SpS 

«lengt/ by tnSch 

Bulgarians as they fecurely flepr, and made vart % R 5 feli u P 0n rhc 

with his Son Romanus were forely wounded on d 1^ a i f ’ 3n d Samuel 

Mount^ns 01 ^'^^^,/^ 3 gy R °|jg es ^? ^ fhe" 

d^TiS wl th “i ffte with 1,im ’ 

Djrnchium, malting hl^Governoufof that Con ( . Son 'ij?: I - a "- «*h his Wife to 

mty of Patritian might be conferrJd nn liimrrum ^ 0 ? ^ 11 ^^ 00 thac the 
leeins to have been prevented by the Death ofrh H. tw '° S°ns • but this 
ed Text of Cedremts hints to us, though it be “'t’ W ^ ldl / i^ le maim- 
ever the Emperour became Mafter nf J? S be dear ty exprerted * how- 

other means. But about the fame tinw ° ng after » a,tll °ugh by fome 

accufed of favouring the Bulgarians were fenr JJ fed ? and eloquence being 
Conftantinople, and the other to P alias i n Thrace Jh lh ^ C °” fii ? ed » the to 
nople, fome of the mofl eminent there that'had - 2 ^ t0 ^dria- 

. Took themlelves to Samuel. The EmperourfW h* bee . n [ uf P eded out of fear fce- 
p rr . ofthe Venetians to their Prince or Duke save^n M ? lght 1 obtam the Fnendfhip 
SSt- m ’ and ^ *> Wm who afterwardI Sd H^ Se the 4 Daug ^r of Argf- 
mby wafer way of Philippopofc, which City he coSed m T lm ' aded Bulgaria bytfe 
Pbilippopoln. Patritian, and having taken many CaflS h - oi P^orocranus a 

Mofynopolis. Afterward he fenTa leat w Jfa ? to 

mitb ^ 

ThhljrS by tteway of Thefalmha, from^ ilt0 Bu ^ arh 

the Governour, who for his good t^cewasrewardedwi^t^HoaoftofrwM^ 

ful 
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fid. But one Nicolas for the fmallnefs of his Stature nicknamed Nicolitzas , 
llcutly defended Servia againft him which yet he took by force, and having 
therein placed a ftrong Garrifon took Nicolitzas along with him to Conftantfnopl e, 
and conferred on him the Dignity of a Patritian; but there he did not long con¬ 
tinue, making an efcape back to Samuel with whom he came, and again belieged 
that place. The Emperour upon Notice hailed thither and eafily raffing the 
Siege beat away Samuel and Nicolitzas , who was taken lhortly after, and then 
committed to clofe Prifon at Confiantinople. Bafilius after this went into Thejfaly 
w here hecaufedto be repaired thofe Cattles which Samuel had difmantled, fuch 
as Hill were held by the Bulgarians he recovered,and removing them to a place cal¬ 
led Boleros re-inforced them with Itrong Garrifons, and thence removed to Bodena 
a fort fituate on a Craggy Rock through which Water pafleth unfeen from the 
adjovriing Fenns and then prefently appears again. This he took by force, and 
removing the Defendants (fuch mercy he ufed) to Bolarum , furnilhed it with all 
conveniences, and then went to Tbejfalonica. The Governour, Drexanus by 
name, a very good Souldier, delired leave of him to live at Tbejfalonica , and there 
he Married a Wife the Daughter of the chief Pribatarius of the Church of St. De r 
metrius After ihe had born him two Children he endeavoured to run away, but n $t 

was taken, and at the interceffion of his Father-in-Law, pardoned. The fecond 
time he committed the fame fault, and found the lame indulgence. ' But alter the /,> ip e 
birth of two Children more relapfing into the fame Crime the Emperour would ex- tmus mnium 
tendno farther mercy to him, but being again furprized he was there faftned alive 
tO a Pole. . • . .. rmlliputant 

The Arabians jo. In the mean time the Numaritce and the Ataphim Arabians gncvootty in- 
'. n c«- feRed both Ccelofyria and Africk with their Depredations. To reftrain them the ^ . 

Emperour made Nicepborus Vranus Governour of Antioch. One David Amanita a 
p redeci. patritian being ordered to fucceed him in his command at Tbejfalonica , as Nicepborus 

Xiphias fucceeded Tbeodorocranus in the Government of philippopolis , whorefign- 
ed it for Age : Vranus lhortly after his arrival at Antioch in three Battels deiea- 
ted Cijlrinitas the Captain of the Arabians , and forcing him to live quietly, pro¬ 
cured Peace and Reft to thofe parts. The year that followed being the fifteenth 
Bidyrui taken Indi&ion, the twenty feventh of the two Brothers, Bafilius laid Seige to Bidyna, 
by ltorm. which City he took bv ftorm after a Siege of eight Months, and then returning 
toward Confiantinople' took or Demolilhed many forts of the Bulgarians in his way. 

Samuels At- Being come as far as the City Scopia, he perceived that Samuel lay with his Ar¬ 
my routed by f n at care lefnefs and diforder beyond the River Axius, called afterward 
aJ "" S ' Bardarius , to the depth whereof lately increafed by Rains he trufled. But the 

Emperour having difcovered a Ford pafied over, and falling upon him fo unex¬ 
pectedly, ftruck fuch Terrour into his Men that they all ran as faftas their Legs 
could carry them, not one lhewing his Face to the Enemy. His Camp and Pa¬ 
vilion was taken,and the City Scopice was delivered up to him by Romanus Simeon 
tlie Governour, the Son of Peter and Brother of Borifes , who for a reward was made 
a Patritian and Governour of AbydusXhence Bafilius proceeded to a place called Per- 
nicus which one Cracras fo ftoutly defended, that finding it two ftrongfor him to 
Who returns Maher at prefent, by Philippopolis he returned to Conftantinople. “ Here he made ’aaammVoi-. 
to Conftami- « a j_ aw f or t ] ie payment of Allalengyum , as it was called, which was this. When 
™ ple - “ an y by reafon of their Poverty could not pay the ufual Tribute, the Sum was 
« made up by their Neighbours that had wealth enough to doe it. Thisfeems 
“ the fame with the Epibole of which we formerly fpokein the life of fufiinian- 
fo that Bafilius rather renewed than made a Law for the Payment of this duty. 

As formerly * at other times this payment was oppofed efpecially by the Eccle- 
. liafticks, fo now alfo the Patriarch Sergius , and many other Prelates and Religious trocofiiArca . 
Men laboured to diffwade this Emperour from it. But in vain. nam Hifion- 

71. For by this time grown infolent upon fo many Victories, he was become 
very lofty in his Conversion, and defired rather to be feared than to be beloved 
by his Subje&s. Neither was he more indulgent .to the Souldiers, than others 
Bafilius his Q vil employmentjcontrary to the Cuftome of his Predeceffours, who efteemed 
3 kT tnt it their greateft Intereft to gain the affedions of Military men. Of Learned men m. 
he made no Account, neither did he at all value Learning it felf, but accounted it 
a thing formal, vain and ufelefs, as ignorant and effeminate Princes are wont to 
doe: for which reafon he made no diftindion of Men,but preferred to be Secretaries 
and other Employments, Perfons of' no Education nor Ability, and he was fer- 
ved accordingly, their Adions being as much derided and fcorned as theit Per¬ 
fons His Tiealury he kept full, but the Doors thereof fall locked. Of Gold 

Coin 
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Coin alone he was reported to have two Hundred tafand Tate fo] ZcTF" - 

fers ; be fides of thofe of other Metals, Summs not to be counted, and vaftomrf 
tnies of Pearls and Gemms,- none of which he ever ufed or wore but when iJ 
gave Audtence to Ambaffadburs, or on high Feftivals. In the management of 
16 T S ° f - va . noUs humour, as the .feveral Diverfities of Accident 
wrought upon him, m time of Peace and Reft more earneft, and vehement than 
ordinary. He endeavoured to conceal hisPaftion; but eafie Provocation wohld 

-■ asrt ag&a -* 

J,0„Sepuichre^t* ffflj . 
omV Sepul- ™ h the Monarteries, the Monks whereof he caufed to be driven awav 

SSir Esse’ 

full Earth- Winter iollowed, wherein all Waters were frozen up, the Sea afwell « r ™ 
quake. and happened a moft dreadfull Earthquake f the ilm £ 

of the pores of the Earth, producing the lame Fffp^c r»f riifht u ■ • °Ppfng 
Retemionof fuliginous Vapours dofi inf te ^ 3Sthe 

fwafions of one Melest powerfull man in thofp Part-c i P er “ 

iheLombards againft the Romans. The Emnerour tent- to Parts i tiie . Lo ^ ar ^ took Arms 

ced to an ignominious flight Thus the Tnwil,**-]* .i j r en * a ! lc * the reft for- 4 - 
our Authours word it, by which you muft und^n 6 v? ted fr . onitIle RomaH ^ as **%?&»(;- 

of that Roman Empire which ftill remained nnnlf-pr^d nr ,a k rours and Subjects 0®** ^ 

Parts, although Rome it felf the firft W ^ and unconquered in thofe 

Bulwarks and, Trenches to inrprrpnr hLt m0r - tC ? but mdeavonred bv 
Cleidius, where he alfo placed a ftrong Guard ^nd th*r Lon & us aflcf 

vantage of the Ditch, and the height nf A d , r sG ^ rd havin g the Ad- 
tence, that the Emperour delpairedrf hrJv §r ? Und ’ , fo c &&a*Uy made refif- 
the Governour of pZS'tund^ ^ thr ° Ugh » ^P^usXiphias 
had ever fucceeded. Hea/vifedhim to in - luch llk ? cafei 

nefs in his indeavour to force the Paftasre wh?l -° f Int ? ntI ? n andEarhuft- 
with a convenient Party get over the Hil’l 2 ,^ W the tlme he wouli 
thifia, and come upon the Back o the SI ’ at ^ the ,^uth called 

efcaped by the grear^^ Vato and ConHnfl e 7 'f™' m! himfelf har % 

treat as the Condition 

and 
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and renewed skirmifhes, horfed his Father and carried him off into the Caftie 
8 4Hus puts 0 f frilapx's. Of all the Prifoners to the Number, it’s faid, of fifteen thoufand tlie 
rf“ h co E, Si- Emperour caufed the Eyes to be put out, and to every Hundred afligned a man 
dins them to that had one Ey e left, under conduit of which Leaders he fent them away to 

s.wuni, who Samuel, who beholding fuch a Spectacle coming to him in fuch Rank and Or- 

tiitreji-o.i t | cr was jioj- a |j] e to bear up againft fo great a Calamity, but iiiftantly fell down 

in a fwoon. Thofe that were by with Spirits, and other things at hand, did what 
they could to recover him, and he came to himfelf again, and asked for fome 
cold Water. Which having drunk, he fell into a Cardiogmus , or Pain and Faint- 
nefs at his Stomach, and died of it two Days alter. _ 

v.tb>tci f:ic- 7 -\. Gabriel who w ; as alfo firnamed Romanus his Son, by a Captive Woman of 

cEjslihim. . Lariffh , fucceeded him, one fuperiour to him in ftrength of Body, but in that 

of mind far inferiour. When he had not reigned all-out a year, he was as he 
went out to hunt, killed by John Bladiftblabus the Son of Aaron , whole Life he 
But is till'd pad once preferved. But before this happened, one Neftoritzas was fent by Sa- 
by 1 ° hn - trnel , with a confiderable Force into tbefahnica , in the Government of which 

City, one Tbeopbylatt Botaniata had fuccecded David Arianita. This Theopbylaft. 
with his Son Michael, Tallied out againft him, put him to flight, and having got 
much Plunder in his Camp, then went to the Emperour as he lay in the Straits. 

Bafilius P ur- Having palled the Straits and followed the Chace after Samuel, as far as he 
furs his Viao- t j 10Ught conven i ent> Bafilius took in a Caftie called Matzucius, and then palled 
on toward Strimpitza, from which place defirous to have a way cleared to Thef- 
falonka, he put Theophylatt upon that task, to clear the Hills of Fortrefles, and 
open the ways through the Woods, and he Undertook the work with all Ala¬ 
crity, and profecuted it with diligence, but was intrapped and compafled by the 
Enemy, in a place where there was neither means of efcaping, nor good oppor¬ 
tunity to fight, and cutoff with moft of his Men. The Emperour much trou¬ 
bled at the News durft not proceed but retreated, and in llis way ted a very 
flrong Caftie called Melenicus, through the powerful! Oratory of Sergius 
Eunuch, whom he employed to the Garrifon Souldiers, delivered up into his 
Hands. Having kindly entertained thofe that gave it up, and therein put a 
ilrong Party ol his own Men, he removed to Mofynopolis, where on the four and 
twentieth Day of October, he heard of Samuel's death. Thence marching to Thej¬ 
falonica, he moved into Pelagonia wirhout doing any harm to the Gountrey, lave 
that he burnt Buteliana the Palace of Gabriel, and took in the Caftles of Prila- 
Ax length pus and Sty pern. Then palled he the River fzerna, with Boats and Bladders as 

comes to j ie could and came to Budena, whence on the Ninth day of January, he arrived 

Thejfalonica. ^ - r 

Another inva- IS- At the beginning of Spring he again invaded Bulgaria, where having 
lion into £«/-recovered the Caftie of Budena which had revolted, he caufed two Caftles to 
garia. kg built in the middle of the Straits, one by the Name of Cardia, and ano¬ 
ther by that of St. Elias, and returned to Thejfalonica. As he here lay, one 
Romanus Cbeirotmetus brought him Letters from Gabriel, wherein he promifed to 
turn his SubjeCt and Vaffal ,• but he giving no credit to them, fent Xiphias and 
Confiantine Diogenes at prefen t the Governour of Thejfalonica, with an Army in¬ 
to the Countrey of the Mogleniaris, which having wafted and laid Siege to the 
City, he himfelf came up with the reft of the Forces, and by a Ditch caufed 
the River to be drained from the Walls, the Foundations whereof when he had 
undermined the Inhabitants with Lamentations and Prayers, gave up what they 
Taking feve- could not keep. Therein were taken Dmitianus Caucams, the principal Coun- 
ni Of the No- c jU oar 0 f Gabriel, with Elitzes the chief Man of the Countrey, befides many 
Co e rt?ey. fthe Other Noblemen, and a multitude of the inferiour fort of Souldiers, of which 
fuch as were fit for fervicehe tranfported to Afpracania, and caufed to be burnt 
a Neighbouring Caftie called Natia. On the fifth day after came Cbeirotmetus, 
bringing with him fome of the Servants of John Bladiftblabus, the Son of Aaron, 

Upon which w j t h Letters to the Emperour, wherein he lignified that he had taken away the 
toXh n fo Life of Gabriel, and that the Kingdom of Bulgaria, now was reverted to him 
theEmpcrour. who ihould own himfelf his Subject and Vaffal. Bafilius returned him an An- 
fwer in Golden Characters, after which within a little time Cbeirotmetus retur¬ 
ned and brought with him not onely Letters from John, but from the Bulgarians 
who owned tiiemfelves the Emperour’s SubjeCts. And to him cam e Caucams, the 
Brother of Domitian Caucanus lately mentioned, and was lionourabiy entertai¬ 
ned. 


76. But 
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Another Ex¬ 
pedition into 
Bulgaria. 


The Region 
of Chat^aria 
fubdued. 

Upper Media 
put into the 
Emperours 
Hands. 


Bulgaria once 
more invaded 
by the Empe- 


wifh Um, and was pradifing masters quteronfm’to'hts tagagtmcntsraurae'd 

chris the Seat of the Bulgarian Princes, which having taken and ? fctJed all things 
there, he refolved to go to Dyrrachium ,, where matters verv much required Ins 
Pielence. So longasTrymal/a, .and the nearer Parts of Servia continued under 
the Government of Bladimere theSon-in-Law of Samuel, all things were There in 
repofe, for he was a man very juft, and a great lover of Peace and Vertue* but 
h , e bei , n S C through the Treachery of David the ArchhhlioD ) perfidiouflv *mur 
thered by his Command, after Gabriel’s Death all were in Vreat I 

diforder, John fometimes by his Officers, and otherwhiles inliis own Perfon fai- 
ng upon the City The Emperour purpofed to vifit them again, but fo?thfr 
ume was .prevented of his Journey upon this unpleafing occafioa He had left be 
hind him a ftrong Party to harafs.aH the Parti of pflagonia, all ^lich the ^ 

away under command of Xiphias, to take in thefeveralFom a 
3 77 in? thepJa io he took together with a Fort which they called Bohn “ 
Fl/J)ntnr 77 °' - le Em P™ returned to Confiantinople, and thence fent a 

w , ho f ° r >!? JI , adminiftration or bad (barfs was not CaS put out of 

fo oftentVs owl 

that purpofe^couldgive^himfclf but uSVa lM Th ,h f pe, *? ed ’ “ d for 

sis 

now received more welcome News how HwTLT? mad ® an , HaIc ’ haviIT S 
andC« come to ^^n^^ St" ** 

the Caftie had bee^laiTu ^ Paufe hetook ftorm 

he commanded ^ whic ? bein § removed 

far off, he fent againft hfj ru V , , N °T heann S that J ohn was not 
of the Eaft, and o § f Se ^ C !° th 7 termed them ^ 

who was either not fo warv nr ha A Command of Confiantine Diogenes, 

For, John had pCl«, & ^ the Emperour. 

tous for his men rode on faft before b3dii^ 1 ?n f a & m unde rftanding and lblici- 
him, which being perceived bv thofe that t \ as wer ® ^ ou ^‘ ers t0 follow 

to their Camp,nmlutig 

H h 1 1 fuppofe 
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fuppole was meant Runne, here’s Cafar, (as mofl Nations termed him) or the Em- 
J»bn, Prince perour. John and all his Army thus putting themfelves to the Rout, Diogenes and 
° f M ro^r hi s Men purfued them, did great Execution, and took the Horl'es and Baggage of 
n.ws ro t.. one Q f Kinfinen,which done the Emperour returned to Bodena and fo 

home to Conflantinople on the ninth of January , the fifteenth Induction, and the 
two and fortieth year of his Reign. John being by his retreat eafed much of his 
fears,in confidence of his good fortune goes againit Dyrrachium , where ingaging in 
i? afterward fight heis Haiti, uncertain by whom, after he had born the Title of Prince or King 
llain > of the Bulgarians two years and five Months. The Emperour was no fooner certi¬ 
fied of his death by the Governour of that City but rather flew than went to Bul¬ 
garia in hope that the long looked for Prey would now fall into his Hands. And 
io far good fortune complied with his Willies, that when he was come on his way 
no farther than Conflantinople the Brother and Son of the famous Cracras, fo often 
mentioned, there met him to give up Pernicus and five and thirty Caftles more, 
whom he courteoufly received, and having admitted Cracras to the Dignity of a 
And the Coun- Patritian, then held on his way to Mofynopolis. Thither came Ambafladours both 
trey delivered from Pelagoma, Morobifdos and Lipenius to give up other Cities ; and when he 
»p w Bafilius j iac j re ached Serrce there Cracras himfelf met him with the Deputies ofthofe that 
the Emperour. U p t j ie ft ve a nd thirty Caftles, and were kindly entertained. And hither 

came alfo Dragomuzus to furrender Strumpitza , and was alfo made a Patritian, be¬ 
cause he brought along with him John the Governour of Chaldia , who being taken 
Prifoner by Samuel had continued in Prifon two and twenty years. 

79. When the Emperour drew near to Strumpitza, David the Archbifiiop of Bul¬ 
garia met him with Letters from Mary the Widow of John which hinted that on 
certain conditions Ihe was willing to quit all pretences to Bulgaria. Here alfo 
met him Bogdanus the Lord of the Caftles that flood farther within the Countrey, 

. who alfo received the Dignity of a Patritian having formerly held with theEm- 
’’ perour, and killed for this purpofe his own Father-in-Law. He proceeded now as 
far as Scopia, in which leaving a ftrong Garrifon, he returned by the Caftles of 
Stipeius and Profacus being every where welcom’d with the Prayers and well-wifh- 
es of his new Subjects. Then he went to Achris where he was received with 
hlsnewSub- r ^ e kcky Acclamations of the People. This Achris was fituate upon an high Hill 
jedts with- near to a vaft Lake out of which the River Drinus ifluing toward the North, after 
great kindnefs. no long fpace turneth Weftward and entreth Ionium ^by which the Hiftorian 
feems to mean the Countrey lying upon the Adriatick Sea) near the Caftle Ilif- 
fus. The Emperour now feized on the Treafure of the Bulgarian Princes which 
was very great, as befides other things feveral Rich Crowns adorned with Pearl, 
and an hundred Centenaries of Gold which he bellowed as a Donative upon his 
Souldiers. Returning to his Camp he there received the Widow of Jmm Bla- 
diflblabus with three Sons and fix Daughters: and Hie brought along with her a 
Bafliard Son of Samuel , and two Daughters of Radomere befides fix Sons one of 
which had his Eyes put out by John atfuchtime as he flew Radomere with his 
Wife and his Son-in-Law. She had other three Sons by John; but they were 
fled into the Hill Tinorus , one of the Tops of the Ceramick Mountains, where 
much prefled with difficulties by reafon that the Emperour had given order to be- 
fet the Mountain they fent to him to yield, and within a while came to him as 
he lay at Diabolis in his Journey from the Lake P ref pa , where on a Tribunal 
ere&ed for this purpofe he kindly received them, and comforting them with molt 
gentle words honoured Projranus, who feems to have been the Eldeft, with the 
Dignity of Magifter , and the reft with that of Patritians. And hither was brought, 
whom it molt concerned him to fee, Ibatzes deprived of his fight; how and by 
whom, it’s not an unpleafant Story to relate. 

80. Blddiflhlabus being dead, and his Wife and Children with all the Nobility 
having yielded themfelves and Countrey into the Emperour’s hands, he alone re- 

ibiitqu oneiy fufed to comply with the time and prefent pofture of Affairs, and feized upon a 
itanding our. Mountain moll: difficult of accefs. (Some called it Brochotus , others Pronifla) 
where was a neat Caftle of the Bulgarian Princes, with Gardens and other things of 
folace and divertifement. This in no little meafure perplexed the Emperour, 
who had fufficient caufe, by reafon of the Man’s Qualifications, to fufpedt the 
confequence of this unexpected Ufurpation. “ He omitted his Journey as he had 
“ intended, and turning Southward, fpent fome time in foliciting him by Letters 
“ to confider what he did,and not to expofe himfelf to certain deftrudtion by enter- 
“ prizing fo impoffiblea thing on his own Head without any advice or afliftence, 

“ to which he anfwered ambiguoufly, drawing out the time in length and in ex- 
» pettation, 
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l',.™? 10 "’ llC hel , d Bflhi again!! his will five and fifty days at DiMi The ’ 
nieand anxiety the Emperour was in being taken notice of by Eullathius 
Daphomelnsa Patntian, whom he had lately preferred to the Government of 
Achns, lie refolved upon a ftrange courfe, to rid him of this trouble which he 

I’na^wonbfp t0 /r , bUt • t ' V ° ° fhis Semnts whom lie could truft, and he 
knew would ftand by him m any undertaking. The Feaftofthe 4fliimDtion 

JJ. ° ur Lad >' .was folemnly obferved by Ibatzes, and to it were invited as^vell 
But is reduced M angel s as Neighbours, and to it though not invited Daphnomelus would no nnd 

of Euftatbius know that he w as come to-be merry with him. He wondred to hear 

nylmrn,,,. on ' fl “ u “ °f *!« ?ccord, and put himfelf into an Enemies 

nds, but he bad them bring him in and very kindly entertained him Mor 

nn/J r a} ? ^ einS , 0Ver ’ and aI1 others 8 0ne t0 their Appartments he went to him 
and defired that they two might difeoufre in fome convenient and fecret place Z 

IbP 

them, let no Body ft are the Villaim L j f r0m Lm ^ > Stone 

have fmall hope wefcape their furv I f” S J ,nd hearing this could 

M 

'rnrnsmm 

therein Mentioned produced fuch.TSSi™ 'dread they had of the Emperour 
ihrunkaway by decrees“nd thewife-w'f-’T./ 1 1-'' h 2 r ? rads > that ‘hey all 

°“\he° W f ods /f ^ who^aI«mS e ZcXyJ W ^ 

miffed, having JurkedhuheMountains^nd f %°/ ten H aken and & often dif- 

(who were frighted bya Q^ST , ? Ild ^ “ ken of well-nigh allhisMen 
accord cameto'’thefi mp aTZdSed°> PUrP ° f ^ t0 iT? him ou ^ of his 
to the Emperour, who would not fit v u th Kf^ution to yield himlelf 
Prifoneij at Thejfalonica BaCilius havin^iuv SaVC ° rd j- that he dlould he kept 
Parts, and given leave to as g th , in § s accordln S to his Wiffi in thofe 

to remain or to follow him remn^dT ^ ^ f T d in Ca P tivit y either here 

* mifing 
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mifing them alfo to provide well for them. On Mary he conferred the Honour 
ofZofte , and fent her with her Sons to Conjlantinople. Then by the Induftry of 
Xiphias, did he domolifli all the Caftles in Senna and Sofcus, and came to the 
Calile of Stages, where Elamagus Prince of the Belegradi prefented himfelf to 
him in a fervile Habit with his afliftents. Thence proceeding towards Athens, 
in his pallage thorough Zetunium, he beheld with Admiration the Bones of thole 
Bulgarians, that were Bain in the Defeat given to Samuel by Nicephorus , and 
much more the Wall called Scelos built on Thermopylae, at a Place called Rupena 
to reflrain the Bulgarians. Arriving at Athens , he gave Thanks to our Lady for 
Returns in his good Succels, and offered very largely in the Church. And thence retur- 
Trinmph to ncc [ t0 Conjlantinople, which he entred in Triumph through the great Doors of 
the Golden Gate, with a Golden crefted Crown called Tuphus ( from the pride, 
faith Zonaras, of thofe that wore this kind) Mary with the Daughters of Sa¬ 
muel, and the red: of the Bulgarians going before him. With the Shouts and 
Acclamations of the People he went to the Great Church, and there having 
given thanks to Almighty God, went and repofed himfelf in the Palace. This 
Conqueft of Bulgaria happened in the fecond Induction, the forty fourth year of 
Bafilius and Conjlantine. A. D. 1019. 

83. After his Return Sergius the Patriarch was very earned: with him, to make 
good what he had promifed in cafe of this Conqueff, that he would remit the 
Allelengyum, but could not prevail. His mind was wholly bent upon Covetouf- 
nefs and Dominion, to gratifie which immediately after his Succefs in Bulgaria, 

The chorbati the Neighbouring Nation of the Chorhati, by the Hands of their two Princes, 
Sa Pth ' m * Brothers, gave up themfelves. There onely remained Sermo the Lord of Sermi- 
um, whorefufedto row by this great ffream, and therefore fpeedily made iliip- 
wreck of his life and all. Conjlantine Diogenes Governour of the Neighbouring 
Province, fent to him to defire Conference, and if he feared any deceit or Am- 
buih, he defired that each fhould come onely with three Servants in hisCom- 
Sermmn ta- pany to the Rivers fide that ran by them. Sermo agreed and met Jiim, but 
Iicn - when he expedted a Difcourfe, Diogenes prevented it by thrufting a Dagger into 
his fide, which he had hid in his Coat, and inftantly flew him, which his Ser¬ 
vants feeing fled as faff as they could, left they fliould be ferv’d in the fame man¬ 
ner. Then gathering together fuch Forces as he commanded, he went to Ser- 
mium , which partly by threats and partly by promifes lie brought the Widow 
to furrender, which done fhe was fent away and married to one of the Principal 
Citizens of Conjlantinople ; and Diogenes was made Governour of the newly 
( however ) gained Territory for his pains. In the mean time, to make him- 
ielf acceptable by l'omething how little fbever, Bajilius fupplies the City abun- 
Tlie Abufgi- dandy with water, by cleanfing and repairing the Aquedudof Valentinian. But 
ms breaking thoughts were quickly diverted from Employments of this Nature by a mef- 
Blfiiimm a’r- fage brought, that George the Prince of the Ahafgians had broken the League , 
ch.es againft fcetwixt them, and invaded in hoftile manner the adjacent Territories of the Em- 
them ' pire. He prefently marched againft him with a complete Army, leaving behind 
him Xiphias and Nicephorus the Son of Bar das Fhocas both Patritians. 

84. Now whether they took it ill that they were left behind, or for other more 
tempting reafons, they got together a power of men, and broke out into Rebel¬ 
lion. This much difordered the Army, and the Emperour more out of fear that 
they fliould be befet with the Rebels on one fide, and on the other by the Ahaf¬ 
gians, with whom it was reported, that they held fecret Intelligence. Bafilius f n 
this ftrait wrote Letters both to Xiphias and Fhocas, but gave order to the mef- 
fenger foto deliver them, that the one Ihould not know of any the other recei- 

a Rebellion at ved. However upon the receit of them, Fhocas was fo free as to reade his to . 
i'°™ but Xiphias, who denying that he received any, on a certain day lent for the other to 
puniLd" fpeak with him, and when he came, having before hand laid his fnares, took away 
his Life. Which the Emperour having underftood,fent againft Xiphias Theophylatl, 
the Son of Damianus Delajfenus who took him Prifoner, and feint him to Conjlan¬ 
tinople, to John the ProthOnocary who fliavedhim, and made him.a Monk in the 
lfland of Aniigonus. In this manner, Bafilius freed from all danger of this Re- 
Tiie Abafgi- belhon gave battel to the Ahafgians, but with no Succefs at 'firft ; but in a fecond 
forced to w hich happened on the eleventh of September , and the fixth Indi&ion, 

1 mit ‘ Lipariles their General fell, and with him, the greateft part of their Army. 

George fled into the more diftant Mountains of Iheria, whence lhortly after he 
fent and made his Peace, fubmitting to what Terms tine Emperour pleafed to 
l -V'; impofe, and gave up for an Hoftageliis Son Fancratius, whom Bafilius honoured 

with the Dignity of Magijler, and lo departed home. 8 y. There 
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^rul'cnthe There did he animadvert upon the Accomplices of Fhocas and Xiphias, by 
Accomplices confifeating their Eftates, and condemning them to Prifon ; none he put to 
of the Arch- death but Pherfa a Patritian, who had firft of all fided with the Rebels, had 
rebels. killed four Officers of the Neighbouring Princes, and beheaded one of the Em- 
perour’s Eunuchs with his own Hands., There was alfo one of the Empcrour’s 
Chamber caff to the Lions, for attempting to poifqn him for the fake of Xi¬ 
phias. A little before this, Anne the Sifter of Bafilius, and a Widow of Bladimer 
the Rojftan Prince died, after whole deceafe Chryfpchir a Kinfman of her Hul- 
bands, put Eight hundred men on board,and with them came to Conjlantinople, pre¬ 
tending he would ferve the Emperour. But he requiring that he fliould lay 
down his Arms, and then to ask what he pleafed, he : refufed to doe it, and paf- 
fing over the Propontis went to Abydus, where he defeated eafily him that lay 
there for defence of the Coafts, and then went to Lemnus , where he and all 
his Men were cut off deceitfully by the Fleet of the Cibyrraota, David of A- 
chris the Governour of Samus, and Nicephorus Cahafila the Commander at 
Preparing for TheJJalonica. After this Bafilius prepared for an Expedition into Sicily, and for that 
an expedition purpofe fent before Orejles one of his moft faithful! Eunuchs, with great Forces. 

Bsfiiius die*. ® ut he was prevented by his Deftiny from following,dying in the Month of Decem¬ 
ber,and the Ninth Indidtion, after he had lived Seventy faith Cedrenus, Seventy two 
years faith Zonaras, and born the Title of Emperour as many,but reigned alone in 
efleft, though his Brother alfo had the Name the fpace of fifty. He left his Bro¬ 
ther his Succeflour, and defired him to fee him buried in the Church of St. John 
the Evangelift and Divine at the Hehdofyus, who therein fulfilled his will. 
foifSe! X . * 6 : Con fi an ! ine the Tenth of that Name, came to the management of the Em- 
rour. pk -6 in the Ninth Indidtion, A.D. 102.6, and therein did little or no good to it, 
but much mifehief. Being a man of moft depraved manners, he neither aefted, 
nor thought any thing worthy of his Place and Dignity. His Delight was in 
running Races, jelling with loofe and filly drolling Perfons, and drinking whole 
Nights together, and thus was willing to fpend his time, while his Brother (who 
was content it fliould be fo) attended Affairs of State, and increafed both the 
Hi« Manspe deputation and Bounds of the Empire. In chufing of his Officers f the great 
mentofAf- Tryal and Indication of a Prince) he had onely refpedt to thofe of his own hu- 
fairi. mour, fuch vertuous Perfons as himfelf, drunken Slaves and the moft profligate 
Wretches, no Man either for his Birth, Abilities or Education, befog at all 
confidered. Nicholas , the chief Man of his Chamberlains, he made Domellick of 
the Schools, and of his Bedchamber. Nicephorus the next after him Protovejlia- 
rim, and Simeon who was in the third Place his Drungarius Bigla. One Eufia- 
thius far foferiour to thefe, he created .Captain of the Alfociates. To one Spon- 
ayles he gave the Government of Antioch, and that of Iheria to one Nicetas, 
both Perfons very infamous. Thefe Minifters under fuch a Prince undid all, 
bringing all things into diforder, and almoft ruinated the Empire, which fince 
the time of Romams, had fo exceedingly flouriffied under Nicephorus Zimifces 
and Bafilius. And ; not onely did he prefer unworthy, and fcandalous Perfons, 
but every man eminent for any worth or goodnefs, afmuch as in him lay, he 
laboured to difgrace and undoe, efpecially the moft Noble or Ifluftrious Perfons: 

He pulled out the Eyes of Conftantine a Patritian, Son of the Magijler Michael 
Burtm, having born him malice, for difeovering his naughty Courfes to his 
Brother. And other moft excellent Perfons he blinded, as we fhall fee,- for as he 
began fo he proceeded, , die fame Caufcs ever producing the fame effefts, when 
not hundred by Incapacity of the Subjects, or the Intervention of more power- 
full Accidents. 

87. At this time Nicephorus Cohwanus governed Afpracania (Bafpracania or 
Bafprania as it is varioufly written ) a Man very wife, and as valiant as any of his 
time, with fuch Succels, that he forced all his Neighbours to live quietly about 
him. .But after feme time finding his Souldiers begin to fail in their Courage a- 
gainftthe .S^cm, by all the means he could ufe,' he endeavoured to refufeitare 
in them their wonted Courage, and upbraiding them much with the Alteration, 

•'procured^, them not onely to promife but to take a forma! Oath, that they w r ould 
andSS 8 ftand b y him t0 the laft extremity againft the Enemy. This 

out the Eye* being reported at Conjlantinople, Conftantine and his effeminate Minifters, incom- 
offeveraiRa- petent Judges of matters relating to War or Fortitude, put him prefently out of 
mnt ' command, .and being fent for up to the.City he was condemned of Treafon, or a 
defignedUfuiipation, and had his Eyes put out, to the regret of all good men: 
and in the fame fort he dealt with Bardas a Patritian, defeended from Bar das 

Fhocas 
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]"hocus the Magifler, whom he procured fome of his Creatures to accufe of a 
Confpiracy againft his Perfcn, About the fame time, George the Governcur of 
Nawpaftus, for his Folly commonly call'd Morogevrgius , by his perpetual Exac¬ 
tions and other Injuries fo opprefied the Townfmen, that they broke out into 
a publick Rage againft him, kill’d him and rifled his Hqufe, for which Deed rhe 
Empercur net onely ufed great Cruelty in pun Hiring the Authours of the Riot, 
but caufed the Eyes of the Bifliop of the Place to be put out. There happened 
a Quarrel, and this was followed by a Combat betwixt Bafilius a Patritian, the 
Son of Romanus Sclerus, and Prufianus the Bulgarian a M:gifter, and Captain of 
the Bucellarii , which judging to be a Crime no lefs than Treafon, he banifhed 
them both. Being told that Bafilius indeavoured to efcape, he commanded his 
E;> es to be put out; and Bafiams when he expected the like meafure, he moft 
mercifully difeharged. But he pull’d out the Eyes of Romanus Curcuas , who had 
married Prufiamis his Siller,'of Bogdanas , Gleba and Gudeles, and to give himfelf 
fome diverfion by variety, cut out the Tongue of one Zacbarias ( poflibly out 
of Iris wit to make him like the Prieft of that Name, who was ftruck dumb ) 
pretending that they all had deflgns againft him. 

88. But to leave this odious Subject, lei us fee if we can find any other thing 
publick Confequence, and worthy the mentioning, in his Reign. In his firlt 

Bulgaria, are- year the Patzinacce broke into Bulgaria , and there did much mifehief, killing 
ranSe™nd" man y °* l * ie Peo P^ e with feveral Officers and their Companies. Againft rhem 
ljier. C> " nt he created Diogenes the Governourof Sirmium , General of Bulgaria , who falling 
on them as they ftragled, after much flaughter forced them to return beyond the 
Ijler. During his whole Reign there was a great Drought, which dried up both 
fountains and Rivers. His Brother Bafilius , how hard and difficult foever in the 
cafe of the Allelengyum , yet herein was wont to gratifie the poorer fort, that he 
did not exadt Payments juft when they were due, but bore with them till they 
could better doe it, fo that at his death, the Tribute of two years was behind, 
roirht ^ ut Con fl antine notwithftanding the Drought, not onely when he came to the 
6 ' Government exadted all the Arrears, but forced the Payment alfo of three years 
to ccme, which not onely undid the Poor bur much difirefled the Rich, and 
ifdUna riic” dl0 ^ e that were not wont formerly to complain. And now did a Fleet of Saracens 
lands O'- infeft the Iflands Cyclades, which was happily defeated and diftipated by George 
arks are de- Theodorocranus , the Governour of Samus, and Periloas, who commanded Chius, 
ated - t\\ elve Ships being taken. On the Ninth day of November in the twelfth Indic¬ 
tion, the Emperour fell fuddenly fick, and being given over tiy Phyficians, then 
thought upon a Succeffcur. A meflenger was fent to fetch Conftantine Delajfenus, 
living then in Armenia, whom he deligned to create Cccfar, and marry him to 
one cf his Daughters. But Simeon fo wrought out of his Love to Romanus Argyrus, 
that he altered his purpofe, and another was fent to bid Delajfenus flay where he 
was. Romanus then was brought to Court, and leave given to chufe whether he 
would loofe his Eyes or part with his Wife, and marrying the Daughter of the 
Emperour be declared Caefar. He pauled at it, but his Wife fearing what might 
happen to him, voluntarily fhaved her felf and renounced the fecular Life for the 
itConftan- faving of his Eyes, and procuring him the Empire. Conftantine had by Helena 
•married to ^? e Daughter of Alynhs , an Eminent Patritian, three Daughters • of which Eudo- 
mmts. cia the Eldeft being disfigured by the Plague was turned Nun, and Theodora the 

youngeft refufed to marry Romanus , either becaufe they were too near a Kin,as Ihe ' 

pretended,or for that his lawfull Wife was yet living : but Zoe the fecond was very 
well content to accept him for her Husband,and the matter of Kindred being difcul- 
fed,and difpenfed with by the Patriarch and Ecclefiafticks, to her he was joyned in 
nftantine Marriage,and declared Emperour. The third day after the Wedding,Conftantine died, 
when lie had lived Seventy years and upward, and Reigned three wanting one 
Month. 

89. Romanus the Fourth of that Name, beyond all his expectation, together 
mams and with Zoe , took Pofleilion of the Empire in the twelfth Indidion, A.D. 1018. 

>e tucceed. an j at hi s beginning was very acceptable to his Subjects, though he had not 

come after fuch a Predecefiour. For he not onely took aw'ay the Allelengyuni, 
fo much complained of, w hich Cedrenus tells us (_ I know not what ground there is 
to believe him ) Conjlantine would have don?, liad he not by death been preven¬ 
ted, but he increafed the' Salaries wont to be paid out of the publick Treafury - 
to thole of the Quire of St.-:Sophia, difeharged out of Prifon fuch as- were 
guilty of {lighter Faults, and not onely paid the publick Debts, but thofe of pri¬ 
vate Men, and redeemed the Captives out of Patzinacia. He did many good things 
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relating to the Church not hereto be difeourfed-of, -relieved many-tim were in 
great poverty, or otherwife diftrefled, for the health of his Father-fn-Law’ SoS 
they tell us expended a great Sum of Moneyed made reparation to fuch as he had 
lnjuied either m way of Honour or fortune. Romanus Sclerus who had Married 
his Sifter and had ioft his Eyes by Command of Conftantine , he promoted to the 
Ehgmty of & Magifler, and recalled out of Banifhment Nicephonis Xiphias who 
was turned Monk: And now as reconciled again, God gave convenient Rain and 
abundance of all fruits followed, efpecially of Oil. But theft aS rf 12 !? 
a H nd“ mixed with others of feverity, which being accompanie^with jiftfee 

frit. and publick fafety, did not eclipfe but more fet off the other. Prufianus the Bri 
gar tan Jot Confpiring with Theodora the Sifter of the Emprefs, and affeifting the 
Sovereignty was deprived of his fight, and hi* Mother Zoftica expelled the City 
Conftantine Diogenes who had Married the Emperour’s Brother’s Daughter and was 
Governour of Sirmium being removed to the Command of Thejfalonica was accu- 
fed by Oreftes, one that had fared Bafilius, of a purpofe to rebell, and for that was 
fent to govern the Thracians, where his Crime being clearly difeovered he was 
brought bound to Constantinople, andcaft into the Tower, and his 

thJcwt fnt a °R T nency W S e b , eaten > and then carried in difgrace through 
Mum Y Baniihment - Feodora was alfo banifhed from Court to Pe- 

tn ^ ^ pooler a Comet appeared, Teeming to move from Weft 

Intereft ftiffered much damagrunder 
Command of Michael Spondyles the Governour of Antioch • Great Rains al fn Ml 

3 " d ~, t0 fal1 tUi r Marcb ’ which caufed “4*7 Floods'everwwhere 0 by 

which, and the rottennefs of Grafs, moft Cattel perifhed, and becaufe S tZ 
He refoives p^ d c °^ ru P ted “} the ground, great fcarcity happened the following yea^ The 
upon a „ Ex- Emperour to redeem much lofs and difgrace, by this> time Mered § in ivrmrf 
Sr m ° an ^^Pedition to Berroea, fiSliaB'be&o 

nfe(l Z% aP f mtian > W « ha Hying Company, to difeover the Paffage and 
fnf h5« h T EnCm ^ J Ut n0t t0 hazard a Battel tilJ Ws Arrival. While he prepares 
th 0U T y a ^ p pens, that George the Prince of Alafgia dies, whofe Vidow 

ly wSr Hmtad^nd U a r r f 7 uld c renew maddfomer- 

withth tAbuf- i y h! n /r- HU , and affi s n a Wife to her Son Pancratius, to which he wi! 
gians renewed in gjy affenting, both renewed the League, and fent Helena his Brother Billti 
ahfiia to be Marriri ti Tmcrttim, “horn hihZl r X% 
of Whi'ih r C “ n f aIms - Now Romams haftens his Preparation for Syria the ftate 

l tiITr d f lr<! brf ° K ‘^ther bySing ™ ! 

ployed m Civil Broils, and afterward wholly taken up with the Bulgarian War 
negated the Eaftem Parts, which gave the Saracens opportunity to 

they °P enIy attem P ted nothing during h S Re?go H But 

thd^Advant^ “i-Ii Gove £ nment °f his Brother ConftaLe, thfy negleled not 
m/IT Jv the moft potent Cities of the Eaft now calling of? the Roman 
S V ind afle j tin S their liberty, and tbe Saracens openly fet upon many places 

took them, and put the Garrifbn Souldiers to the Sword nil t-Z r * 

Sfft£Xj eGUri(laI H‘ taSB “ ri - ,ll;; ’’.r, i,'r Hii'J;’ 

Iu thither- 
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thitherward with an Army, into his place, refolving to follow in Perfon and pro¬ 
le cute the War. 

pi. He was fcarcely got on his way as far as Philomilium, whenMefiengers 
The wcre font to him from Berma with Prefents, to ask pardon for what was paft, to 

ist Peawf 0 *’ promife him to return to their former obedience, and pay all the Tribute that was 
which i$refu-duei There were feveral excellent Warriours now with him in. the Army, 
fed by the ^ l0 earne ftiy advifed him to hearken to them, and accept their Submiffion, and 
Jiiperour. ^ vgr y we ]gi lt y Reafons, alledging, that in the Summer time. Water was 
much wanting in Syria , that the Saracens were accuftom’d to them, and could ve¬ 
ry well endure botli Heat and Thirft, but the Roman Souldiers could not,- efpecir 
ally being burthened with their heavy Armour. But Romanics, what his Predecef- 
four had done in the like kind, was fo tickled with a fancy of the great honour 
lie ihould obtain, that he would not liften to them, but held on in his Expedition, 

Who marches anc j entring Syria, incamped before a Caflle called Azaezium, two days journey 
Trim ith hlS diftant from Berrcea. Now intent upon his bufinefs, he fent out Leo Chorofphac - 
tes a Patritian, Captain of the Excubitores, to fcout about, to watch die motions 
of the Enemy, and find out fome fitter place whereon to fix j but he fell into the 
Ambulh laid for him in the Plain, and his Party was all defeated. Incouraged 
herewith, the Saracens hindred his men from foraging, and knowing well enough 
their greatell want, from fetching in any Water, which caufed them out of mere 
neceflity, and for vehement third, to ftraggle up and down, though with mamfeft 
danger of their lives, which ufually they loft before they returned. To reftrain 
which is con- an d chaftize their bbldnefs Conpantine Delajfenus was fent with a convenient Power 
Thirft.' V,t 1 of men; but very fillily and cowardly managed the bufinefs, and ran back in 
great terrour to the Camp, which ftruck all the reft of the Army with fuch Con- 
fternation, that now no mention was made of any Battel, but every man confide-' 
red how he might fave one. And a Council of War befog called, it was 
refolved, that the next day they Ihould diflodge and march to Antioch. 

91. Accordingly when the day came, being the tenth of Augujl, in. the thir¬ 
teenth Indi&ion, and the fecond year of Romanics, aft the Gates of the Camp 
And endea- were open’d, and they fet forward for Antioch , moft of them being fick of the 
vouring to Gripes, and vexed with a violent Thirft. They were no looner come into a 
convenient, but the Arabians fet upon them, againft whom they never tur* 
beaten. y ned Head, nor made any refiftence, but the grofs of the Army running away 
moft fliamefully, fome were taken, others killed, and more deftroyed by being 
born down and trodden on by their Fellows, yet one Eunuch of the Emperours 
is faid very ftoutly to have demeaned himfelf in fetching off both his Servants and 
Waggons which had been taken, and as for the Emperour himfelf he efcaped, but 
that with great difficulty, by the Courage of his Guards, to Antioch, as he had 
defigned. At the fame time was one George Maniaces Governouc of a Province in 
thefe Parts, called Telucha. To him came about eight hundred of the Saracens, 
after this flight of the Emperour and his Army, told him die Emperour was. taken, 
his Army utterly defeated, and ufed what Rhetorick they were able, to perfwade 
him like a wife man to quit that Town, which he was not able to hold, if not, by 
Break of day he would be furrounded and miferably deftroyed. He feemed to take 
their Advice in good part, and fent them out a great quantity of MeatandDrink 
praying them therewith- to refreffi themfelves that Night, and- promifing in the 
Morning to come forth and deliver up Telupha and whatever, was the Emperours 
into their hands. They gave credit to his words, and fetting their hearts at.reft, 
made ufe of what he had lent them to excefs, which being his Defign, at Mid- 
But the Bag- night he ifliied out and killed them all Drunk and afleep as they lay. Two hun- 
gageis re-ta- dred and eighty Camels he took loaded with the rich Plunder of the late Incoun- 
g?oS who ter > and caufing the Ears and Nofes of the flain to be cut off, he went and pre- 
for a* Reward ffented them to the Emperour, who then in his Retreat was come as far as to the 
« made Cap- Houfe of Phocas in Cappadocia. He for a Reward made George Captain of the LoW- 
SwerifcL er Media. When he left Syria he made Simeon the Servant of .Conflantine his Fa- 
’ ther-iri-Law Dfyneftick of the Schools, and the Command of Antioch, he gave to 
Nicetas a Miflheia, giving it in charge to thefe two, that by all means they Ihould 
reduce the Caftle Menicics, which Mufaraph had built. They attempted, what he 
had enjoyned them, but Mufaraph breaking out upon them by Night, forced 
them to be gone, and burnt their Engines. This Romanics took in fo evil parr, 
ihcotiiftusieni that he created General with full power one Theollijlus the Protofpatharian, one 
with an Army 0 f [^s moft trufty Servants, and the Captain of the Aflbciates, having railed him 
Se ta £/«?‘ a great Army of Romans and other Nations together, gavehim inftruiftions.tojayn 

with 
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with Pinzarach the Ameras of Tripolis, who had lately revolted from the Amer- 
mumnes o?v€gypt, and fled to his protection, and to take in the Caftle Menaces, 
which moft of all did difeontent him. 

9) . One Tufber a Turk, the General of ^Egypt, did much diftrefs PinzSrach, till 
Which he per- lleann S th , e . coming he then returned home. And Mufaraph durft 

forms. h is new Caftle, but deferted it, and flying to the Mountains about 

Tnpohs, was there found out and flain. The Caftle was by his Brother’s Son deli¬ 
vered up to Theottiftus with another.called Argyrolaftrum feated on a craggy Moun¬ 
tain, which done he returned back to Conjlantinople. At the fame time one of his 
B , ren, a Protbfpatharian, Oreftes, fent formerly by Baftlm into Sicily, having: 
no ski 1 in matters of that Nature, for Which he was fent, managed them with 
very ill fuccefs. His Army he fuffered to be Idle and Luxurious, and when their 
intemperance had caft moft of them into Difeafes of their Bowels, then did the 
Saracens (who had watched but for a convenient opportunity) fet upon them and 
made great Slaughter of them, to repair which lofs the Emperour raifed a great 
An Army fent Army out of Greece and Macedonia, and ferit it into Italy, the greateft part of which 

SSSrfa. hich Sr > c 2 ! ,fcar u le ?'^fe oush the of the General. This feme year in • 

the fifteenth Indidhon to make his Eftate more fecure, he caufed Prufianus to be 
ihaven for a Monk, and removed his Mother out of the Monaftery where fhe was 
into J brace, and Conflantine Diogenes being taken out of the Town, he alfo con- 
ltrained to take the Religious Tonfure and Habit. A great Alteration indeed was 
fidfoTthe a , ferved > ^ n ° tirit hj: Humour yet in the Actions of Romanics, which were 
worfe. changed much for the worfe after his return out of Syria. To repair his Difgrace 
there fuftained, mftead of an Emperour, to ufe the Expreffions of .Zonaras, he 
? rn p l n Exa<a ° ur a " d bitter Inquifitour, requiring old and out-worn Debts of 
the Fathers from the Children, which the length of time, it was expected, had' 
utterly buried in Oblivion, upon Which account many were driven from their 
Inheritances, and from having good Eftates were forced to beg their Bread. Yet 
did he not bring any of this Money thus gotten into the Treafury, but this and 

rnftL a ri? °T ° f l u e publlCk Re / enue be'confumed, building a lately Mo¬ 
naftery and a Church, to the Honour of our Lady, thus chopping and chaining 
pulling downandI building up again. To Monks alfo he was very profufe, aitkm 
mg them whole Provinces and Cities, and thefe the moft fat and fertile of all the 
Empire, which was not fuitable td that fort of life which thefe men ought to 
bbforves & f ° f De lcate? Efre nunate, and Voluptuous Perfons,. as Zonaras 

nf f he fifteenth Indidion and the Month of September, came Amer the Son 

The League g Ameras or Governour of Chalepe, with great Prefents to renew the Peace 

SZL'tf amfratift.* srfi n pa I ^ accu “ 0 . med Tribute 5 Which Accord to 

Chalepe. ™ n a ,d 1ratlfi(was f ent TheophyM an Athenian and Protofpatharian, who 
renewed the League with that People toe the Emprefs now wenffuddenly into 
Petrmn, and there fliaved her Sifter Theodora, and made her a Nun; there being 

a R Slt ^ aS f A ld ’ 5 ° put a ? end t0 her P]ots and Difcontents. Roma- 
. n i arned jus Brothers Daughter to the Regulus of Armenia, with a great Portion, 

; Z J P rl ed [° r an ° th ^. Expedition into Syria. As he was on his way at Me- 
AConfpiracy Jenatla Theeph'anes the Bifliop of Theffalonica, difeovered a Plot to the Emprels 

Ufmoffifr her Sifter ’ t0 inf0 Mr** fhere to 

uiurpthe Imperial Dignity, to which two Bilhops were privy, the Metropolitan 

f he Bllh °P rfPeritheorium. Hereupon both Diogenes and the 
y *ippr e hended. Diogenes when in the Palace of Bldchernat 
woSSZS ? rew r himfe , lf doWn beadloag from the Wall, rather than he 

p an n d was caft , out unb “ ried amon S ft fuch aS laid yioIenE 
Were r? : ^ 3ps ? ere fent away to the Emperour, and by him 

° n c 6 and tV ^ enneth of W* bein g ^iday, a blazing 
The jtM ft®.“;. traver f e th6 torai from South to forth fo big and fliining, that 

B**«*., ^ d ! uft / aC T ed al ! t! ? e ho ^on. And a little after came News, that the Arabians had 

4 *$£ ktmTrlnA invaS Par as Meliteda that the Patzinacas had paf- 

c<e, and Sara- N { , . in Y. aded tyfia, and the Saracens, (,Arabians they are alfo called, thefe 
ffiSgL ^d ZnZ nS ^ Cd had wafted ail the Coafts of IUyricim with Fire 

taS S?. a ?d were got as far as Corcjra. The Iffue of thefe Difturbances was, 

rat U rS hoL^ er .T °fhaving done what they came for 
R. m clt 3 hut the inwrar were forely beaten by the Inhabitants of 

g // , and Nicephorus the Son of Carantenus then Governour of Nauplium , 

4 and 
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and having loft the greater part of their. Ships, as they returned, perilhed by 
Shipwreck in the Sicilian Sea. ’ 

9 very year § reat a Famine and a Plague both raged through Cappa - 

docia, Vaphlagonia, Armenia and Honorias that the Inhabitants left their dwel¬ 
lings and fought out other Habitations, whom the Emperour meeting as he retur¬ 
ned from Mefanatta compofed them to go Home again ftirnilhing them with 
Money and other neceflaries; and they were much relieved by Michael the 
Bifliop <jf Ancyra who omitted nothing in his power for their fupport. On the 
a terrible thirteenth of Augufl happened a terrible Earthquake. On February the twenty 
lurthqnakG. eighth in the fame' year another Comet appeared palling from the North 
toward the South with a Noife and cracking, and was feen till the fif¬ 
teenth of March , having as it were a Bow above it, in which Month alfo 
ITiPT' US anotber Earthquake fell out. At the fame time the Saracens of Africk with 
fcftthe a Thoufand Vefiels and an infinite Number of Seamen and Souldiers aboard 
IHands but them fell upon the Ifiands. With part of which Nicepborus Carantenus inga- 
?.rc beaten. g e d, defeated them and, fent five hundred bound in Fetters to the Emperour. 

This lame year George Maniaces the Protofpatbarian, who commanded the 
Coafts upon Euphrates , by corrupting Salamenes a Turk the Governour of Edeffa 
the City of Ofroena, got it into his Hands, from which he fent a yearly Tribute 
of fifty pounds to Constantinople. So profperous were fhe Affairs of Romanus 
abroad, vvhilft at Home Baftlius Durus his Sifters Husband who had been depri¬ 
ved of his fight by Conjtantine now Plotted againft his Life, though fince his 
coming to the Government he had conferred on him the Dignity of Magifter , and 
othervvile been very kind to him ; for which he and his Wife were expelled the Ci¬ 
ty. Not long after the Emperour incouraged by the Revolt of the Ameras o{ Tri¬ 
poli whom he fent with a confiderable Army into Syria, gave order to 
Tecneas a Protofpatbarian to make War upon ^gypt with his Fleet and invade the 
ftfb T' P arts about Alexandria which he did with fuch fuccefs that he funk and 
burnt many Vefiels and returned loaden with very great Booty. In all o- 
return with ther Quarters the Arms or fortune of Romanus was as profperous though in 
great Booty. Q ne particdlar accompanied with a dilaftre. One Alimus a Saracen , Govetnour 
of a Fort called Percris near to Babylon , delivered the place up to the Em¬ 
perour, but fent his Son to him expecting he fliould befides other gifts be 
fent back dignified by the Title of a Patritian. But it fo happened By rea- 
fon of the Indifpofition of the Emperour that the young Man coming to 
Conflantinople was wholly neglefted, and no notice taken of him, which Sin- 
raged him that he returned to his Father and perfwaded him, ifpoflibleto 
recover the Fort into his own Hands. This, by eritring into a confedaracy 
with the Neighbouring Per flans, and through the carelefnefs of Nicolas 
Cbryfelius a Bulgarian to whom the Cuftody of it had been committed, he 
eafily did, and put to the Sword fix Thoufand Roman Souldiers that’then 
lay in Garrifon. Now Alimus thought himfelf fufficiently revenged, when 
ihortly after Nicetas Pegonites a Patritian being fent into thefe Parts with an 
Kerens near ’ Army of Romans and Rofians lays Siege to the Place, and with fuch ear- 
takenn eftnefs and conftancy inforces it, that he carries it by ftrength, and therein 
y 1 em ' kills both Alimus and his Son. The News hereof was the more welcome at 
Court becaufe there it met with an addrels made by Alda the Widow of 
George fometime Regains of the Abafgians, whereby ihe delivered up a very 
ftrong Caftle call’d Anacupbe , for which Romanus inverted her Son Demetrius 
Another Vic with the , Di S nit y of> a Magifler. And much about the lame time Carantenus 
rory over the got another Victory oyer the Saracens fix hundred of whom he fent bound 
Saracens. to the Emperour. * 

p6. But the joy conceived for all this good fuccefs was not long after allayed 
A terrible by the Terrour of an Earthquake which on the feventeenth day of February fore- 

ami Famine ly aftlufted the Cities of Syria. And fo great a famine followed throughout the 
which caufeth Eaft, by reafonof multitudes of Locufts which devoured all the Fruits of the Earth, 
robe v^y ef P ecialJ y m Cappadocia, Armenia and Paphlagonia that many of the inhabitants 
mercyfuiiand were forced to fell their Children and to feek out new Habitations, of whom 
hind to his multitudes came into Thrace. The Emperour diftributed three Nomifmds to e- 
Subjedti. very man, and commanded them to return home, which by this time they might 
the better doe becaufe a vehement Wind had driven moft of the Locufts into the 
Hellespont, the lliores of which were all covered with them- Now in a manner 
he wholly employed himfelf in Works of mercy and companion towards his Peo¬ 
ple. Such Hofpitals as had been erefted for Poor and difeafed People about Con¬ 
flantinople 
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Rjmami aiid had ' b f? dem °Earthquake or other ways he reSdified for 

made away the fame ufes. He repaired the Aquedudts by which Water wa? Hrnncri-if in.n 

rW Wife rent hi!nto a„otheryorld 

K • • fied, after this manner. When he firft arrived at the imperial Dignity as Mentiek 

led with Honour are wont to doe, he flattered himfelf with hopfi of many years" 
though he had then arrived at fixty,and of Children therein to fucceed him 7 though Xomrs 
his Wife was nothing lefs than fifty. So defirous he was of having a Son, that at the ^ 

firft he very ©rneftly ufed^all indeavoursthat way, omitting no Ointments nor other 

means to render himfelf lufty and her fit for conception. He caufed her to wear cer¬ 
tain Gemms about her as made to believe them very efficacious for fecundity Ihe 
refufing nothing qf this Nature but farther ufing Charms and Inchantments* 
though all proved ineffe&uai: which he perceiving, afterwards fcarcely ever co- 
or ever made her a kind Vifit, being both by Nature and Age 
in himfelf little Prone to carnal Imbracements. Some years Ihe bore this humour 


though with much Regrets, but at length her lull and hatred of him arofe 
to fuch violence as to pra&ife againft his Life, being exafperated by a violent paf- 
lion Ihe had conceived for another Perfon. Romanus had abput him a certain 


Eunuch called John who had ferved him while he was yet a private Man and af¬ 
ter his coming to the Empire had been preferred to great Employments. This ‘John 
had four Brothers j Miehael, Nicetas, Conflantine and George, whereof the two later 
were Eunuchs as well as himfelf: Nicetas was a {tripling; but Michael was come 
to Man s Eftate, and a moft beautiful! Perfon. Both of them dealt in Silver and 


blbg kTndtf TrSf 11 ’ “ ^ ^ forn3erI y ufed a Circ ^ a tory or ram- 

9 7 , by degrees procured for his Brothers acc.eft to the Emperour who 

Who falls m ] preferr d them all, and in particular made Michael Qverfeer of the Pantheon and 
JaSf t0 f him Tu his . B 5 d ? h ? mber - With him z». the Emprefs fell moft defperatdy 
m love, and her luft being more and more inflamed by the daily fight of him 
though Ihe extremely hated John, yet could Ihe not forbear to talk with him’ 
andin herdifcourfe Hill feek occafion to ask queftions and fpeak of his Brother’ 
John being a crafty Man perceived by the great delight llie took in talking of 
him, how matters flood, and giving him notice thereof charged him that if fhe 
appiyed her felf any way familiarly to him, not tobelhieand bafhfull but enter- 
tain her with all the Carefles that Lovers are wont to doe, to the very laft point 
which inftrueftions he fo obferved that from looks they proceeded to dalliance and’ 
ky ,, fe)uently t0 S ether - Courtiers are quicktoEfpy, and the Women’efpe- 
ther. 8 Clal| y to pry and enquire into love matters, their entertainments how 

private foever could not be concealed, but from the Court to the City became the 
difeourfe of all, and in every place • the good old Emperour being the onely Man 
that was ignorant of it. At length from his Sifter Pulcheria, and feme others he 
Yet fufpetted Tu P whlch be onely made ufe of fo far as to ask Michael the queftion, 
by Romanus. whether there was any fuch matter, and, when he denied it,’ to make him fvvear 
which he having done, he thought he would not forfwear himfelf, and thence* 
concluded it a Calumny. Now for this perjury Michael was reported ftruck with 


a dreadfull difeafe, being at certain times Teized with a Frenzy, a trembling and 
flaring with his Eyes, which Romanus beholding pitied the Man and was the more 
confirmed m his incredulity, concluding his Wife could take no pleafure in the 
converfation of fo miferable a Creature, who was not capable either qf loving or 
being beloved. Others faid that he knew very well what courfe of Life fhe led 
but knowing her to be a moft lafeivious and infatiable Woman winked at what 
fhe pra&ifed with Michael, left being hindred from his imbracements Ihe ihould 
proftitute her felf to more. However it was, Ihe refolved to be rid of him that 

ZXaf.- Wh f t , <hc ? 0w raioy r d ty.?, calt i and i0 fear 4e mi s ht °P enly and fecurelyown, 
ter is Poifon- and tor tlla 1 t purpofe is faidto have given him a flow working Poifon which bv 
ed by them, degrees made an end of him. The Symptoms were a face much fwollen, and 
dilcolour d, fliortand quick Refpiration, and the falling off of all his Hair figns 
pregnant enough and of a vident fufpicion. Yet he continued LaDguilhing till 
the fifteenth day of April, on which having according to the Cuftome made the 
Roga, or paid Penfionsto theSenatours, he went into a Bath and thereby 
Tome thereto appointed to make more fpeedy work of it wasftifled by holding 
his Head a fufficient time under Water, which done he was pulled thence and 
laid upon his Bed. He was fpeechlefs now but not quite dead, and the Rumour 
being fpred that he was dying his Wife ran for hafte amongft the reft and made great 
Lamentation for her dear Husband, who carting out ofhis Mouth fome black 


matter 
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matter prefently departed the World, after he had Reigned five year's and fix 
Months mlthe fecond Indidtion. A. D. 1034. In his Youth he applyed himfeh 
ro learning and was well feen in Greek Authours and the knowledge of the Civn 
T.aws, although* he beaded himfelf much more knowing than he was 

98. The lame Night when the office of Chrift s Paffion was Sung, or the 
Service belonging to Good Friday, Alexius the Patriarch was lent for to Court, 
as it were by Command of Romanus, whither being come he found the Empe- 
rour Dead, and 2 *? in the Golden Room Royally furmlhed for fo worthy an oc- 
cafion, produced Michael, and required him to Marry them together. The Pa¬ 
triarch amazed at the fuddennefs of the thing, was very backward till John and 
ihe Bribed him by a prefent of fifty pounds to himfelf, and as much to his Cler- 
gy by which overcome, he folemnizedthe Marriage., Z* taring thus intro¬ 
duced ^Michael the Paphlagonian (as for diftin<ftion he is ftyled lromhis Coun- 
. trey') both into her Bed and Throne, therein purpofed to ufe him but as a Drudge 
" and Servant, and refolving to Govern her felf, took into the Court fuch Eu- 
: nuchs as had ferved her Father. But Ihe was much deceived through 
the induflry and craft of John her Husband’s Brother who fufficiently under- 
ftanding her, and mindfull of Romanus his Fate, turnd out all thefe Eunuchs, 
and removing trom her all her molt trufty .Women, put into their places his 
own Friends and Acquaintance,by which and other means he fo hamper d her,that 
to her great grief Ihe could neither doe nor ad any thing, not fo much as go 
into the 5 Bath without his knowledge and permiffion. Having thus fecured all in 
the Palace, he wrote Letters into all Provinces which fignified the Death of s 
Romanus, and how by his Will and Determination Michael had fucceededl in the 
Empire and Marriage of Z*. All Men feemed to be fufficiently P eafed with 
the change, and wilhed profperity to them, except ConftantineDelaffenus the 
Patritian, who took it in moft high difdain ^hat fo obfeure and ignoble a Feh 
low fliould be fo preferred before Perfons of moft high Rank and Quality, of 
which at this time there were very many, John was much difturbed to hear 
how much he concerned himfelf, and refolved to draw him to their Party if 
poilible, employing one Ergodotes an Eunuch, a Man very able to insinuate any 
thing to him for this purpofe, who offering him Oath for his Security, and re- 
ciuiring one from him for his Loyal deportment, was to bring him to the Empe- 
rour where things ffiould be concluded and made up betwixt them, to their mu¬ 
tual Yatisfa&ion. In the mean time he made the Senate his own by promoting all* 
the chiefeft of them and the leading men to places of Dignity and Revenue. And a- 
mongft the multitude as any be perceived to be in Capacity to doe mifchief by 
preferments he took off, and obliging fuch as were fit to doefervice, made all the 

Peoplefatisfied and at his Devotion. . .. 

go But all this notwithftanding our Writers obferve, that fuch things hap¬ 
pened at the very firft beginning as manifeftly ffiewed thefe devices how ever yet 
profperous to have much difpleaied Almighty God. Yot on Eafter day fell fuch 
foil, a terrible ftorm ofHail that it brake down Trees, Houfes and Churches in great 
numbers, and fo deftroyed the Handing Corn that a great fcarcity thereupon fol- 
net lowed. And on the Lord’s day following appeared fo great a Comet that with the 
light it caft it obfeured all the Stars,and fome imagined the Sun was returning,though 
it was but the third hour of the night. And the Emperour was in a grievous man¬ 
ner tormented with his diftemper, which would not be overcome by any either 
fpiritual or temporal means that could be ufed: fome affirming he was poffefled, 
and thofe that judged moft favourably accounting it no better than a Frenzy or 
Lunatick Difeafe. Delafenus was not fo eafily to be brought off by Ergodotes 
as they imagined, requiring greater caution than his bare Oath for his fecurity, 
which given he fignified by a Meflenger of his own that he ffiould not refufe to come 
to Constantinople. To him then was fent one Conftantine Phagitzes an Eunuch, the 
Emperour’s Countrey man, and confident with the wood faid to belong to the Crofs 
of Chrift, the Linen Cloath that had his Image upon it and the Epiftle which 
they believed he wrote to Attgarus , with the Pi&ureof the Blefled Virgin j by 
the Religious Opinion of which he was induced to accept of the Faith given him, 
and went with Dehjfenus to the Court, where being honourably received, and digni¬ 
fied with the Title of Proconful, he was richly prefented and ordered to live at his 
eai'e in hisown Houfe near at hand. Now we are told a ftrange Story, how the L<> 
:ufts cufts which by the Wind were caft upon the Shore of the Hellefpont, revived 
and did great mifchief to the adjacent Countries, efpecialiy in the Province of 
Thrace for three years, which ended, they periffied about Tergamus. 

* too. Blit. 
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roo. But, Michael bearing onely. the name, his Brother John exercifed all the 
power of an Emperour, by virtue whereof, he made his other Brother Nicetas 
Governour of Antioch. Nicetas going thither to enter upon his Charge the 
Townfmen refufed to admit him,fearfull that he would with feverity puniffi them for 
having lately in a Tumult killed one Sallilas who with too much rigour had gather 
ed the publick Revenue. At length upon promife of pardon and oblivion thev 
opened their Gates and received him, but when he had got poffeffion without anv 
regard to his promife he caufed about an hundred Perfons to be beheaded and fan¬ 
ned, upon Poles, and fent eleven of the principal Citizens all of great Nobilitv fof 
whom Elpidius a Patritian was the chief) bound to Conftantinople, having confi¬ 
scated their Eftates: and he wrote to his Brother John that the Gates had been 
ffiutagainft him not becaufe of the Murther of Salilas but out of their Inclinations 
to Delafenus. He being formerly in fufpicion, Credit was eafily given to this 
fuggeftion and being brought before the Emperour on the third day of Auvufl in 
the fecond mditfion, he was condemned to Baniffimentin thelfland Prota f 2a inft 
which breach of Faith Conftantims Ducas his Son-in-Law proclaiming and orn 
tefting, was for his Pains caft Prifoner into a Tower. The Eftates of three very 
eminent and rich Men in Afia the lefs were upon this pretence feized and affigned 
°jer to Conftantine the Emperour’s Brother. And Simeon the Protoveftiarius one 
Of Contjantine the Emperour’s Minifters for difapproving thefe proceedings as inju- 
rious andTreaches of Faith was expelled both from Court andCity, and made a 
An Ear*. Monk at Olympus in a Monaftery of his own founding. This fame year for fortv 
Eaft andV Me,! Srfh^d pa J, ts r T ere terrified with an Earthquake by which many 

Pillar of Fire 5 ?en periffied at Jerufalem , befides the ruine of Houfes and Churches In theIn¬ 
to" in the di&ion following and the Month of September a Pillar of Fire am™^ 

time the %. ^t^nd Southward., And at the fame time the Saracens took 

man Territo- Myra and thofe of Berrosa caft out the Governour whom the Emperour had fenr 
SuVL u f ‘^ratius the Abafgianto revenge the caufe of Romanus hfs Wives Unde 

fefted. broke the League and recovered fuch Caftlesand Forts as had formerly been in the 
hands of the Emperours: moreover the Patzinacte having paffed liter wafted dl 
Myfaas far as fhefalonica; and the Saracens of Africk by their Fleets no ta ffi 
tie indamaged the Wands Cyclades, ’ nota ht " 

rot. Thefe matters were of very great confequence, but feemed nothingto Johnv 
the Governour of Orphans, as he is ftyled,who ruled all, in comparifon of thf dangers 
which at home threatened them from Delafenus, whom imagining he wouldfie- 
ver fecurely enough keep, from the Wand he removed him to a Tower and that 
kept with a very ftrortg Guard: and George Maniaces he removed from Edefa 
and made him Governour of theupper Media or Afpracania,to prevent the growth 
of mtereft by favour and intelligence, fending tofucceed him one Leo Lepndrems 
Nicetas ffiortly after dying mhis Government of Antioch,he would intruft none 
with it but Conftantine the other Brother, and now. did he promote to the place 
f Protovefttarmhm thatoneW remained of'the reft, for Simeona wefaidhal 
takenupon him the monaftical courfe of Life. To make the Governmlnt of ^- 

nTvr-r^° Ie A C S Pt i hk t0th °r °f Antioch * tfa eir fellow Citizens were releafed out 
of Pr fon,and fl the Emperour farther to eftablilh the intereftof his Family om- 
ther to gratffie the folicitude of his Brother, who feeing him fo fickly was a- 
fraid if he died both he and his Family ffiould be deftroyed by the Em- 

— 

ud kj 5 the of j<>r which he thought to appeafe Almighty God by 

Dignityofc^-good Works and Liberality to the Poor, the building of Montfteries Tnd l 
rour being 1 ^ 6 * efteemed the moft valuable. But as our wri- 

«ry Sickly. th W profited lum nothing. Indeed had he made Refignationof 

his ill gotten Empire which occafioned his Sin, had he put the Adulterefs 
away which had provoked him, and in a private condition deplored his Crimes 

r ha ? been i Te u im °u nieS f Ilis Re P entat| ce. But he Grill ufed the 
Z c 6 -u nd thou g ht of parting with his Soul as much as the 
Empire. Out of ill gotten goods he made a ffiew of Liberality and vet 
vainly imagined ffie thereby expiated his former faults, and purchaTed pardon 
The Saracens by hQ ffi 6 * ** other the publick Revenue. P 

of^and fo the Month of May did the Saracens of Africk and 

f K ’Jl the Jd the maritime Coafts of Thrace with their Incurfions 

dHHL fo atten ^ ;t heir motions that moft of them came ffiort home 

«d to make ^ Ve hundred being fent alive to the Emperour arid were faftned upon Poles 

” CC ‘ ' all 
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all along the Coaft from Atramytium to Strolelus. This fo humbled the Ameras 
of Sicily, that he eafily admitted of Peace which John offered him by one George 
probata >, who was fent Ambafladcur for this purpofe. The Ameras whofe Name 
was Apolapbar Muzbumet, was honoured with the Title of Magifter , and being 
attached by his Brother Apochapfus, fent to the Emperour for affiftence, accor¬ 
ding to the’Conditions of‘the League made betwixt them. To reprefs Apo¬ 
cbapfus therefore George Maniaces was fent into Lombardy , together with Stephen 
a Patritian the Husband of the Emperour’s Sifter, and Commander of the Fleet, 
and Conftantine Cbages , who governed the Cibyrreota, gave the Saracens a no¬ 
table defeat at Sea. In Winter happened a mighty Froft, which incouraged the 
rhe p.»a- p atz i mca to pais the River IJler , and to harafs Myfia and Thrace, as far as to 
SJ’nnf Macedonia , and in Summer following vaft quantities of Locufts did mUch da- 
t irate. mage to the fruits of thefe Countries. No fewer times than thrice in one year, 
did that People make Inrodes into the Territories of the Empire, where they 
deflroyed all things in their way, and tortured all Perfons to death they took 
without any refpedt had to Sex or Age, amongft whom were five Officers of 
Eminence. But it fell out well for the Empire, that much about the fame time, 
Nofiftblabus and Hierotlhlabus, two Princes of the Roffians died,- and Servia, 
which after the Death of Romanics had caft off the Yoke, was now again in 
the third year of Michael recover’d to it. And the publick fatisfadion for thefe 
things was no whit leflened by what happened in the Amemumnes 

a Truce for whereof being dead, his Wife imbracing Chriftian Religion, together with her 
thirty years 6 ’ 0n offered to make a Peace with the Romans, with whofe defires Michael fo far 


... jig CUIlipilCU US LUglcUJia iiu uwi.; 

103. The year following happened three feveral Earthquakes, whereof one 
Three feveral was very terrible. The Saracens of Mejopotamia, uniting themfelves Mid ficge 
Earthquakes. t0 pdeffa, which could not poffibly have efcaped their Hands, but that Conftan- 
I'mfmtT tine the Emperour’s Brother, fent timely Succours from Antioch , for which Care 
mia lay Siege an d Induftry he was rewarded with the Office of Domeftick of the Schools of 
t oEdejja, theEaft. The Summer was fo dry, that no Rain fell for fix Months together, 
veefeh ** reii e " for removal of which Judgment, Proceffions and Supplications were made, but 
a Drought, nothing fell from Heaven but a great ftorm of Hail which did great mifehief 

to Trees, and damage to the Tiles of Houfes. A Great fcarcity hereupon fol¬ 
lowing at Conflantinople, John procured Corn out of Peloponnefus and Greece , 
much to the Relief of the Citizens. In the mean while the two Saracen Bro¬ 
thers in Sicily , whom we lately mentioned, making War upon each other, Apo¬ 
cbapfus who feemed to decline, craved affiftence of the Ameras of Africk , who 
fent it on this Condition to have part of the Ifland affigned him, and jointly 
they defeated Apolapbar , Maniaces not yet being arrived with his Auxiliaries. 
Apolapbar hereupon betook bimfelf to Leo Opus the Governour of Lombardy , 
who with fuch force as the ihortnefs of the time would give him leave to raife, 
pafted over into Sicily, where he grapled with the Ameras of Africk , and re¬ 
belled him, but the two Brothers beginning to look towards an Agreement, 
left ftrangers fliould deprive them of what they ftrugled for, and to plot a- 
gainll; the Romans, he returned into Italy, and gave Scope to the Ameras to re¬ 
new his Hoflilities, which he did with all freedom, much to the lefs of the 
Another iflanders In the following year on the fecond of November, another Earthquake 
a£e happened which lafted till January. And a great Famine followed throughout 
i,, Tbrace } Ma- Thrace, Macedonia , and all thefe Quarters as far as Theffaly, whereat the Biffiopof 
cedoma, and ffcfAonica taking advantage, and refufing to pay to his Clerks, both what he 
rhejr ‘ dy - ought and what he was able to difeharge, was caught, notwithftanding all his 
cunning by the Emperour. Being convidt of Perjury ( in fwearmg he had but 
thirty Pounds, though he was found to have three and thirty Centenaries of Gold 
in ready money ) all this Wealth was feifed to the ufe of his Creditours and the 
Poor, and lie was turned out of his Bifho prick, of the Revenues whereof fo much 
onely was alfigned him, as was convenient for his maintenance. 

104. Now did Pancratius Prince of Abafgia, make War upon Jafitas Prince of 
the upper Iberia, whom the Emperour being obliged to fuccour, John fent a- 
aainft the Aggrcllour his Brother Conftantine, Domeftick of the Schools with 
all the Forces belonging to the Eaft, yet fupported by a promife, that Delaffe- 
nus fhould with him be lent as Councellour and Affiftant, which being not per¬ 
formed ( fo great a Jealoufte was had of the Man ) his Courage and Conduit 
failed him, and he returned home without having any thing performed. At this 
£ ime Zoe theEmprefs indeavoured to poifon John, which was difcovered,and he pu- 
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nifhing fufficiently the Confpiratours had a nearer regard both to her and~hiT 
own prefervation, we muft not forget C though our Authours feem to have done 
it all this while) that George Maniaces arriving in Sicily, to anfwer the reaueft of 
the Ameras of that Ifland, the two Brothers made Peace betwixt themfelves and f 
jointly made War againft him, procuring out of Africk a great Power of’Men 
for this purpofe. Againft: thefe Africans he. had fuch fuccefs, that a Brook is re- 

JT e , rec r d c ? mcau / e f from their Bloud > and animated if ‘ not 
rengthned by this Succels, he prefently. brought under thirteen Towns, and by 

con< 3 ue { ed the whole Ifland. At the £me time in the Eaft matters wae 
b%“ 4 °‘" ad ‘ ,r ? re “ t P o(t “ re . where EMa efcaped narrowly of being taken by the si 
the Saracem, racey> s, in this manner. Parasbatzeszn Iberian was Governour there • to whnm 
gfife came ^lv e M en of the Principal of their Nation withfive^hundred Horfe and 
P™?* c r m 7 m S Bo ^ on their Backs, wherein werebeftowedS fewer 
arc cut off than twelve thoufand of armed Men. The pretence was that the Camels tore 

Caftlf S and fn°rn h L tT er0U f Vfg 0 was to get the armed Men into the 

Caftle, and fo to makefure of the Sentinels, as. to matter both it and the Citv 
Parasbatzes the Governour kindly entertained the twelve Perfons at a Feaft vet 
would not admit the Horfemen or Camels into the City, whichVeffifX 
fo fortunate, that the Confpiracy was difeovered by an Armenian Beggar^ who 
overheard one of thofe in the Boxes, difeourfing and asking his Fellow where 
they were. The Governour fecretly admoniflied^ by him XQ | 0 k to himfelfleft 
his Guefts at their Feaft, and with a fufficient Number of Me/going out of the 
Town, pulld the Saracens out of their Nefts, and killed them mSlace Th is 

Pow°ef W With 

quiet and contentment. Hisfear oS Delaffenus was grown to fetSt 
he not onely broke his promife with his Brother 8 in 
gainft the Abafgian, left lie improve any advanC 

four’s Difeafe time his Brother the Emperour,was vexed more than ever with his Difrafp • ? ean 
increafed by vvithftandmg all his Alffisand A<fts of Charii-v in " e 'J. e j V ' 1 “ llllsDlfeafe > wh ichnot- 

; n he f D m /r? n ? S 7 he S: mi ! Zy ra S ed fo much,that the living fcarcely fufficet to burv 

sspHassiSrSp 

y«SM=rat£iS£s=iS:.siS 

ConJlantinopUy where he was caft into dofe Prifon, Mgether 'T ' 

Tile War re- r ° cra /! us * Patritian. The command of Sicily was given to Steuben 

uewed in Sid- Bafilius Pedradites an Eunuch, who fo ordered m ^ Wlt h 

r r by , ,hdr R r c T yt r : 

mour dlc tvv ° ne w^ontoihder^°^id^r6^o^| e I^’thdrfxadionf p^viiy 
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procured fome Men to be fent over from Carthage , and falling upon 
thefe Forts, took them all with all the confiderable Towns in the Ifland, Mejfand 
excepted, which was held by Catacalo Ambuftus a protofpatharian, and Captain of 
the Armenian Legion, with three hundred Horfe and five hundred Foot. To Mef- 
fana now they lay fiege, all that are capable of bearing Arms, being forced into 
the Field: Stephen and Pediates being fled into Lombardy. 

‘ io(S For three days together Catacalo Ihut himfelf clofe up, and thereby caufed 
the Saracens to believe him fearfull, and to defpair of any way efcaping the dan¬ 
ger They as fully fecure and judging no otherwife, than that they had him as 
KSShtftre as a Bird in a Net, neglefled all Difcipiine, ftragling up and down, malting 
»'s lira's merry, and giving up themfelves to all Jollity and Drunkennels. On the fourth 
by a fudden jay which was Whitfunday , he having finilhed his Devotions, took the advantage 
Sally cut oft. ^ and aboutDi hner time made a brisk Sally upon them, wherein firft 

making to the Tent of Apolaphar their Commander, he Idled him as he was 
drunk, and then made vaft Slaughter of the ordinary fort, fo as all the Countrey 
was overfpread with dead Bodies, fo unexpected was the Onfet: And incredible 
Wealth the Souldiers got in the rifling of the Camp. To leave all Sicily now in 
the Hands of the Saracens, Mejfana excepted, and to return into the Eaft we find 
Michael the Michael tho Emperour at Thejfalonica, fixed at the Tomb of Demetrius the Mar- 
E ,T r T°,lr'tvr bywhofemeanshe hoped to be freed from his Difeafe, and thence would he 
«ESL not fttr without abfolute neceflity compelled him, neglefting all Affairs of State 
John his Bro- w j,: cb were ca ft U pon the Shoulders of John his Brother. And never did man 
STueli " 8 manage them more to the djiqijiet and difeontent of the Subject, whom he op- 
L p r efled by alhvays and Methodshe could, with whofecruel Atfions other lad Ac¬ 
cidents ioyning, made them very miferable. For Earthquakes and violent Storms 
of Wind and Rain forely diftrelTed them, yet with this little comfort, that to¬ 
gether with the Comets which frequently appeared, they feemed to prediCl the 
impending Fate of the Tyrants. Their Sifter Mary the Mother of Cafar as fen- 
fible of what was coming, having in a Journey to Ephefus obferved feVeral Ads 
of Iniuftice and Oppreflion, thereof certified John, and was earnelt with him to 
prevent fuch things for, the'time to come, for which lhe was much derided, he 
calling her Fool, telling her lhe talk’d like a Woman, and underftpod not what 
belonged to Government: But while he thus pleafed himfelf in his Craft of 
aoverning, a thing fell out which much difturbed both his Brother and him. To 
defray his Expenfes at Thejfalonica, John put ten Centenaries of Gold aboard a 
Veflel, which by a Tempeft was fplit upon the Coaft of Byncum, and Stephen 
Boifthlabus Prince of Serbia (or Servia) who had lately made his efcape from 
Conftantinople , and turning out thence Theophilus Eroticus, had made himfelf Ma- 
fter of that Countrey, feized the Money to his own ufe. 

107 The Emperour when he underftood that he had his Money, lent and made 
demand of it, threading to recover it by force if fair words would not prevail, 

Stephen flighted the Threats, whereupon to make them good George Prohat as an 
Eunuch was fent with an Army, but by his Indifcretion and want of Condud 
the Defign mifearried, and having loft well nigh all his men m Strait? and im- 
paflable places, he himfelf efcaped with great difficulty. .In the very fame year 
The Bidgari- J^e Bulgarians revolted upon this occafion. One Petrus Deleaves a Bulgarian, the - 

ms revolt c vant 0 f a Citizen of Conftantinople running away from his Malter, in all places rig a#ai*©-, 

SST as far as Moral *sand BelegraJe (Cattles of Fammia faith our Authour, beyond 
King. jn er anc j bordering upon the Territories of the Turks) gave out that he was the 
natural Son of Rornams and Nephew of Samuel, by which he fo moved the Bulga¬ 
rian Nation, which having lately fubmitted unto the Yoke, was now again impa¬ 
tient of Servitude, that in Naijfus and Scupia the principal Towns afwell as 
elfewhere, he was with lucky Acclamations proclaimed and owned as King; and 
as a Sacrifice to this new Idol the Romans were butchered whereever they were 
met with. As foon as this was known to Bafilius Synadems the Governour ot 
Dyrrachium, he judging it was the beft way to fupprefs the mifchief in the begin¬ 
ning marched out with all the Forces of the Garrifon againft Deleanus, but co¬ 
ming to a place called Debra, a Quarrel fell out betwixt him and a certain Tri¬ 
bune in the Army, who'taking the effectual way to mine powerfull and popu¬ 
lar men, accufed him to the Emperour of Treafon, whereupon he was turnd out 
of Command, and clapt up clofe Prifoner at Thejfalonica. The Tribune by Name 
Michael Dermocaitas could not for his good Service and Zeal receive a lefler Re¬ 
ward than the Command of the Maleladour, which he managed fo extremely 
ill, that the People inraged by his Cruel Exattions, rofe up againft him as one 


ssr- 

force by cunning and ffigteS'S £ * 

kind Letters to the other, invitins him m e 7o' Deleanus wrote 
counterfeited a contented and felf?denying Perfon thL ^ Sover , e f n ^ and fd 
Tcichmen re- mere, to Come to him and join their LrcJtn^h h lT e P revailtc! with Teicho- 

flaiX a rhe v . eniei « opportunity, lie calls all the Souldie^ toJ^her ^75 r™ IT* a ^ 
wiles of De- they believed him to be defeended from i ber, j and de ^ ired them that if 
leanus who , Election of him to be their Kinff rharthO? Samuel, and were fatisfied in their 
3E&ST* rhe, r pltafure he 

as it was not to be thought, that £“ r " ter f . t0 him, foraftnuch 

produced at Jitft a great conteft amS rhl « ,7° K,ogs tc « ether - This 
the choice of Deleanus to be theirS® and^h^ 0 ^ ended in 

Deleanus heiug „ 0 ^ p”ff e ffi£ 5*“* * 

Thejfalonica. RwaJ, led an Army prefently towards The(Taln„L 1 a u S £ 0m without i 

would not flay his coming, but jn 1 confufed ^ the £m P ef our, who 
r t n Ie , avin S- aI1 his baggage and Treafurv behin^l ? f awa ^ t0 Conftantinople, 

T liat sp. 0"= of hia Domefficks, who caS it ovS o ^ 

moll parr of fo dil,gently managed his matters that bv rL.. / Deleanus. Tins Upftart 

gST J*?* ° yrraMm - - d into ttSpStd 1 , 

Command of one Anthimus. So much he Drofa S in ?- £ 0ther . Arm y under 
Province of Nicopolis, all except Naupafas Se u^il tha t the 

mg impatient of the Domination of John whofe P m iP T h J s Hands > 
ficer they cut into pieces, andcaft off the Yote and exacting OP 

conquered Bulgaria, he made no alteration as Wh6n Ba f lliui 

with what had been paid to Samuel in k?J *1’ but contented himfelf 
had a Yoke of Oxen paid a Meafure of thls P ro P° rt mn, that whoever 

fel of Wine to the publick TJiis Iht hS^ 7° ther of a Vefl 

APT- ? ey °{ Nico P°te took fo very ill, fhat takln^thfv int ° ready motl ^ which 
l h e Emperour, and joined JhcmfcN^^lith TheW' 1 ""' 5 ' tbey rtvo,ted 
puniflied. tI . me a great Confpiracy was hatched againft the Fmn ^ ou , ntre ^ nilen ' At this 
rm John Macrempolita, and many otfrn by Mchael c ^ 

mffied, and their Eftates feized. And agS clnt b , eW Z , dl * eded they were ba- 
Mutiny was raifed atMefanaShe, for whfch Michtlr f th %,Z re ? r Do ™fock, d 
and other Centurions loft their Ey Z AndG^^r' ™ eodo f m Mefanytles, 
Principal contriver was covered with a'raw HiSn 7 t<tr< T a a L p atritian'f the 
left for breath and fight and in thru- ™ Hide all over, but where fpace was 
th w f ■ In *e Ninth Mfikin, Ac MoXof 

l he , £econd s °n of Aaron fo often mentioned and c * Alu f tdnus }% Patritian, 

againft hinl.'thSS cSS^Su^A Ut jlffiSg 
” t .° c< ®' to Conftantinople without leave aSd T f ° r ^? the ^ 
of him Fifty pounds of Gold, and which vevJ”r than this >i» faued out 
very beaittifull Woman, whiei, he keot in the? ’‘ m m °? ■ took f,om h ™ a 
his felicitation to procure a redrefs.of thefe trey ‘, £ein S not able by all 
Habit, and paffing for a Servant of Bafilius T'hpnT^' 16 t0 ° k the Armeni *h 
Oft rob us, where Deleanus then lying widfanArm^^^"’ r g ? Undif covered to 

oSST* He waa fufficientlylenfible how £&l7A y p Uy recci y ed ia 

Wich Deleanus. fetereft was in danger to prove at the b r h hls “unfterfeif Perfen 

but perceiving all the Souldierso^S tr he FamUy, 

afledhon, he faw there was no other wav ? but f n IS i lf1e ^ e to bear him hearty 
vereignty of the Countrey Alufanu?^ZJ l him t0 in tl * si 
mng, and being admitted his CrZTJ , than ^ ndgled fo fair a begin’- 

^ Which hlTwa" heStv t fo tiy talncf 

Emperour s Kinfman, who fomanfullv^the Patritian, the 

But is beaten ^ forts of Engines attacked it fo r flxVavs^fUS h ^ having. 

as— 

forced him to raife his .Siege with^udTlois* ftwt’fifteen^thouftn^f hie Menare' 

faid 
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faid to be (lain, arid the reft ran away with him to Deleanus , the Vi&ory being 
afcribed to Saint Demetrius the Martyr, whom fome of the Bulgarians fwore 
they faw fighting, like a young. Man at the Head of the Roman Troops, and de- 
ftroying thofe againft whom he fought by Fire which proceeded from him. Id 
powerful! had been the Prayers of the befieged at his Sepulchre, and efficacious 
the Ointment proceeding from his Tomb; . , , 

• no. This defeat of Alufianus, increafed the Jealoufies already conceived be¬ 
twixt him and Deleanus, and ripened their Hatred and Defigns; for Deleams 
would not be convinced but it was out of Treachery, and the other was ren- 
dred more peeviffi and out of humour, by the apprehenfion of his Malice, and 
of the difgrace he had received by the overthrow. Now they thought of no¬ 
thing, but how to circumvent and deftroy each other, nor plotted any thing but 
Ainfunus dr- how to get advantages to doe it. But Alufianus was before-hand with his Col- 
cumvenu De- jggue, whom having invited to a Feaft, when he was drunk he caufed his Eyes 
fu 4 rmto n the re ' to be put out, and not trufting to his own Intereft or the Humour of the Bul- 
Emperour. garians, then fent to the Emperour and offered to return to his obedience, pro¬ 
vided he might be accepted, and receive rewards due to his Loyalty, which 
was granted, and he repaired to Michael, then lying at Mojynopolis, who Conferred 
on him the Dignity of Magifier, and to make fure of hiul fent him to his Bro¬ 
ther John to Conflantinople. Michael was before this refolved in Perfon, to make 
an expedition into Bulgaria,, upon hearing that that Province had revolted, ha¬ 
ving this faying frequently in his Mouth, that It was a fhame for him who had 
added nothing to the Empire , to lofe any Portion of it. The Dropfie had already 
fo far prevailed, that he was advifed by thofe about him to altar his 
purpofe, which was farther urged by the Principal Senatours, but he by this 
oppofition was the more quickened to undertake the Journey. And when 
on a certain Night he feemed overpowered by his Difeafe, and no hope there 
was , that he could proceed in his March the following day, to the great 
Who marches wonder of all Men he was in the Morning feen at the Head of his Men, and 
towards But- ver y ft out ly Jed 0 n into Bulgaria, where defigning to fell upon the Revolters, 
garia ‘ arid reduce them by force, this opportunity was prefentedof getting the Victo¬ 
ry without fighting. For of their two Princes, the one being depoled, and the 
other revolted, the Bulgarians without an. Head, and here and there difperfed, 
very eafil-y returned to obedience. Deleams having got into his Hands, he fent 
Reducing it t0 Thefalonica. Then piercing into the more Inner Parts of the Countrey, he 
into obedience tQ the wooc j en Rampart made formerly by Manuel Ibatzes at Prilapm, to 

Triumph to reftrain the Emperour’slncurfions, but this he broke down, and having diflipa- 
Conftmino- ted fome Bulgarians who began to Unite themfelves, he took Ibatzes, wirh whom 
fk - and Deleanus he returned in Triumph to Conflantinople. Having done this work, 

and perceiving his time to be but ffiort by the prevalence of his Difeafe, he 
caft off all Cares of State, and forfaking the Palace betook himfelf to a Mo 
naftery of his own building, and there putting off the Purple and all Enfigns 
is (haven, of Majefty, was lhaven for a Monk. He gave himfelf up to Religious Exercifes, 
wholly refufirig to admit the Emprefs to his prefence, and perpetually bewailed 
his Sins, efpecially the Murther of Romanus the Emperour, till fuch time as his 
Dies. Dropfie oppreffed his Vitals, which was on the tenth Day of December, in the 
tenth Indi&ion, after he had Reigned feven years and eight Months, or therea¬ 
bouts. He of himfelf was mild enough in his Government, though the contrary 
Humour of bis Brothers made his Reign be ill fpoken of. The onely Crime 
laid to his Charge is, that about Romanus his deathwhich yet moft aferibe 
more to his Brother John than him. 

The Empire in- By the death of Michael, the Empire was again devolved upon Zoe, as 
devolved by hereditary right. Michael firnamed Calaphates his Nephew by his Sifter, the 
upon %oe. 0 f Stephen, who ordered matters fo ill in Sicily, was as we faid promoted 

by him to the Dignity of Cafar. Yet afterward, as if he repented of what he 
had done, he was ordered to live out of Conflantinople , and forbidden to come 
to Court Without licence firft obtained. But when Michael was gone into the 
Monaftery, his Brothers wrote Letters as in the Emperour s Name; whereby he 
was recalled into the Palace, but his Uncle John gave liim-his Leffen, which was 
by all means to pleafe Zoe, and doe nothing without her approbation. Thus 
inftru&ed, they bring him into her Prefence, where he fells down at her Feef, 
and putting her in mind how lhe had adopted him for her Son, at the time of 
his Advancement to the Title of Ceefar y and ingage moft folemnly to her, that 
upon the Death of his Uncle he ffiould onely enjoy the Name of Emperour, 

bur 
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but foe all the Power,. whom as a Slave bought with money is wont to do his 
Lady and Patronefs, he would obferve and obey to the utmoft. She being of 
her felf very eafie, and finding, the bufinefs of Government more troublelome 
than flie had imagined, after three days deliberation complied with them, and 
(adopting him for her Son, faith Cedrenus , though others write that this* was 
who makes done before) caufed him to be adorned with the Imperial Diadem, of which 
kfam Em was unworthy, not fo much, in refpeCfc to his. obfeure Birth and Family 
p Tout! ( his Father’s Trade having been to pitch Ships) blit to his difpofition and man¬ 

ners, though before the Trial he was reputed adive and induftrious. As an ill 
Omen, of what a giddy humour he would prove, at his Coronation he was 
taken with fuch a Vertigo and Mift before his Eyes, that he had like to have fain 
into a fwoun, and with Ointments and Perfumes, could hardly be recovered. 
But thus did Michael Calaphates, the fifth, of that Name, become Emperour of 
the Romans in the Tenth lndi&ion, A.D. M.XLI. Before his Admillion, Zoe 
would fecure fome matters her felf. Firft John his Uncle, foe removed into a 
Monaftery. Then Conjlantine the Domeftick of the Schools, foe deprived of his 
Command, and confined him to his Houfe, as fhe did alfo George the Protove- 
fliarius. 


in. It’s obferved of the Reign of Michael, that during its continuance, there 
Hii character, was ftill an Earthquake in one part or other of the Empire. Such were his Ac¬ 
tions, that they quickly produced an Alteration in his Fortune. He was deceitfull 
and highly ingratefull, having no regard either to the obligations of Nature or cZph/to. 

‘Friendihip, of fo lavilha Tongue, that never regarded what he faid, his Heart 
and Lips never agreeing: In adverfity moft bale and fervile, and born to pu- 
niffi the Crimes of his Uncle John, and to procure the Ruine of all his Family. 

For fome time however his Uncle had been outedi by the Emprels, yet he ufed 
his advice, gave him great Titles and moft fair words,* but either to pleafe the 
Emprefs, or rather to gratifie his own Humour by degrees, bore himfelf to him 
after a quite contrary Faffiion* being fo far from giving him any refpetft, that he 
Difgradng took all Gccafions to crofs and to affront him. The onely Perfon of his Kindred 
aifhhown' 1 t0 w ^ ora bore r efpe£fc was his Uncle Conjlantine, whom he prevailed 
Relations. with Zoe to have recalled from his Confinement: on him he conferred the Title 


of Nolilijfmus , and would have him near him, fuffering him to affront his Bro¬ 
ther John in his Prefence without any reprehenfion, which caufed John to de¬ 
part at a good! diftance from the City. Hereupon Michael broke out into open 
Enmity againft him. He had formerly fent for him to Court, but when he was 
to come, on purpofe abfented himfelf at the Theatre, to behold the Circenfian 
Games. Now again he fent a Gaily for him to give an account of his proud 
Carriage, and when he was come near the Palace, ordered him to be carried a- 
way into Banifhment: And thus he rewarded him, by whofe Craft and Defign 
he had both received the Dignity of Ccefiar, and the Imperial Power. Having 
thus.removed him, he dealt'no better with his other Relations, many of whom 
not onely riien in Sex, but bearded by reafon of their Age, nay both Husbands 
and Fathers he caufed to be gelded, and made Eunuchs. He had now obtai¬ 
ned the Conqueft over his own Kindred, but another Triumph remained, which 
required more than Herculean pains. This was to reduce the Emprefe Zoe to a 
private Life, and this he refolved upon by the advice and affiftence of his Uncle 
Conjlantine, and firft attempted it by thefe means. 

113. This moft Ignoble (adoptive) Son caufes odd rumours to befpread 
(fey our Authours) againft his moft Noble Mother, reporting her guilty of 
many Crimes, particularly of witchcraft and fotcery, and that foe Plotted to 
Anddepofing take away his Life. Having thus made his way he cafts her out of the Court, 
ghe Em . fcanifhes her into the Princes Ifland, caufes one who had fo well deferved of 
him to be lhaven, and inftead of the Purple which had defeended to her from 
her many Anceftours, to put on the Habit of a Nun. Cedrenus writes that 
before he did this he refolved to try how the affections of the Citizens of Con¬ 
flantinople flood, after this manner. The next Lord’s day after Eajler he or¬ 
dered a folemn Proceffion to be made to the Church of the Apojlles, in which 
he appeared with his Diadem on his Head, and waited on by all the Senate. 
All the People ran to the ihew, and thofe that lived in the Streets through 
which he palled from the Palace adorned the Walls and Windows of their 
Houfes, as is ufiiai, with the beft and richeft Hangings they had to Grace the 
Solemnity, and were not wanting to follow him with ufual Acclamations. 
This the vain and miferable Man concluded to proceed from their intire af¬ 
fection 
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fedion to him, and in the night following put his device in pradice in the 
manner formerly related. “ The day following he caufed a writing pubr 
“ 1 ickly to be read by the Prefed of the City to this purpofe, that he had 
“ banilhed Zoe becaufe file was an Enemy to his Government, and removed 
“ Alexius from, the Patriarchate for confenting to her Defigns, promifing 
“ his People all protedion and all good things if they remained firm in their 
. “ Duty and Allegiance to him. As the Prefed was concluding, fome one a 1 
inniuit arife* a “ mon g ft the multitude was heard to fay, We will not have 6'tauropta Cala- 
in the City of “ phates for our Emperour , but we will obey Zoe our Mother to whom the Em- 
' “ pire is juftly defended by hereditary right , to which prefently all the Peo- 

T e • “ pie acclaimed as with one voice. Let Calaphates his Eyes be pulled out. 

Then with Hones and all other things that came to hand they fell upon the 
Prefed (this was Anaftafm, a Patritian, formerly one of the Minifters of Zoe' s Fa¬ 
ther) and had certainly kill’d him had he not fpeedily got away. 

114. Zonaras writes that Michael , after his depofihg of Zoe accounting 
himlelf fecure, fell to his pleafures arid former delights, and therein was fiid- 
denly furprized. For at what had happened to the Emprefs all the People 
was afTeded no otherwife than each one is wont to be at his own Cala¬ 
mity and misfortune: the Men bethought thernfelves of what her Ancef- 
tours had performed, and the Women concerned for her Sex as well as Birth 
failed not to contribute their paflions for making up a publick difeontent. 

The whole City out of a difeontent broke out into a publick Rage and fedi- 
tion, and every Man refolved to venture his Life in vindication of her to 
whom the right belonged. The Patriarch out of fear of being depofed had taken c«W 
up his refidence in the great Church, where hearing the joyfull News of 
thofe commotions he expeded to hear of the depofition of Michael. Thi¬ 
ther repaired allthe Eunuchs that had belonged to the Father of Zoe, with 
Conftantine Cabajilas the Patritian, and now they durft Ihew thernfelves to all the reft 
■Theodora fent of the Senatours, who with Unanimous corilent fent for Theodora out of Petri- 
EmpreSogS um and in the Church faluted her Emprefs together with her Sifter Zoe. Then 
ther with her with all the multitude they made to the Court, thence toexpell Michael , who 
Sitter at fi r ft wa s little fenfible of the danger wherein he flood, till feeing the Peo- 
broughr back P^ e much bandy together and his Guards out of confcience incline to the 
intothePa- fide of the Women, he was then very much affrighted. His Uncle the No- 
3ace - biliffimus to provide both for his own fecurity, and his Eftate,fent and fetcht back Zoe 
into the Palace, and againft the Nobility oppofed fome Companies of Soul- 
diers who reftrained their-violence a little though with the lofs of many 
Lives, till they brought her to the Theatre and there fliewed to them their 
Lady and Miftreis, having devefted her of her vail and reftored to her all 
the imperial Ornaments. They imagined this would quiet the People, but 
lo far. was it from it that the fight of two together, lb divers as to their 
Birth and Education, the more inraged them, which they teftified not onely 
by moft reproachfull words but by calling of Stones and all other expreflions 
of Fury and Indignation. 

11 5 - Michael now defpairing to doe any good refolved to depart into a 
Monaftery, and there take the Religious Habit, but his Uncle would not per¬ 
mit him, telling him an Empire was not fo eafily to be parted with, that 
it was manfully to be defended, and to be parted with- by a generous and 
refolute death worthy of fo great a Prince. Refolution being taken accor¬ 
dingly, all that were in the Court were Armed, and it was efteemed very 
good fortune that Catacalo Ambuflus was lately arrived out of' Sicily with 
the Welcome News, of what had happened at Mejfana, whofe prefence and 
JtracSShe A(I ^ ence not a little incouraged the Emperour. The multitude Attacquing 
Cou ,? the Court in three feveral Parties, the. defendants were alfo divided into fo 
many, who being well Armed killed many of the unarmed People, who with 
Stones, peices of Wood or any thing they could light on ingaged with the 
Souldiers and three Thoufand Men are laid to have periflied in this Attempt. 

But however the Citizens at length by their Numbers prevailed and brea¬ 
king into the Palace made Booty allthe Treafure, and what elfe they could 
there find, tore in pieces the Rolls' of the Tributes and fought diligently how 
Emperour uf to take Michaeljwho feeing, that there was no more contending nor Jtriving 
fly in his Pi- againft fo great a ftream,tooka Pinace, and with the Nobiliffimus fled to the 
nace to Studi- Monaftery of Studium where they both took the Religious Habit, and fothis 
rakes theRe. conteft ended aft€r three da ) s an<i as many nights. Zoe who was . left in 
ligious Habit. the 
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the Palace having now recovered the Sovereign power' difdained to think 
that her Sifter Ihoujid Reign with h^r, but the Senate and People would needs 
have it fo, and lhe was forced to acquiefce in their Refolution and admit 
* Theodora jnto the Palace. Then from an high Place did flie make a fpeech> 
firft to the Senate, and then to the People, giving them thanks for their 
great kindnefs exprefled to her arid her Family , wilhing and promifing them 
' all returns of kindnefs, and ilie defired to know their opinions what ihould 

be done with the Emperour, for fuch he was, and according to the Rules 
of the Government for fuch he could not be denied. 

n 6 . The Univerfal Cry was that the wicked wretch as they Termed 
him, ihould be made away; fome named the nailing him to a Pole, others to 
j a Crofs, and others more mercifull, propounded the faving of his Life by 

| the lofs of his Eyes. Zoe pitied the Man (as a Creature it’s likely of her 

| own making, for we naturally love thofe to whom we have been in the 

place of Parents or Benefadours) and was forfparing him ; but Theodora full of 
I Animofity for her long confinement,and defirous to vertther Anger againft any one# 

| gave order to Capanares , one who was lately made Prefed of the City, to goe 

I fpeedily and pull out the Eyes of him and the Nobilijfimus. His Errand and 

I Michael and Voyage being known, the multitude followed him to the Monaftery, where 

I ww have their tile two Princes u P on notice of tlleir coming, betook thernfelves into the moft 

I Eyes put out cecre t Recels of the Church of St. John Baptift, but the People the more in- 

I and are ba- fenfed for the death of fo many of their Relations and Neighbours dragged 

I mhed ‘ them out by the Heels through the Forum to the place called Sigma above 

[ the Monaftery of Peribleptus and there pulled out their Eyes, Conftantine 

I bearing it very patiently, but Michael with Reludancy and Lamentation defi- 

| ting them to doe it to his Uncle firft who had been the Authour and caufe 

I of all the Evils of which they complained, and he had the favour to clofe 
his Eyes with the fight of that Spedacle. After the blinding of them they 
Were both banifiied, Conftantine and others of his kindred to feveral places 
and Michael to Elegnis on the twenty firft day of April the tenth Indication 
k; and t/w- after he had Reigned four Months and five days. The two Empreffes (or 

I Emprcfle* rat her Zoe alone) being thus made fure of began to fettle the Commonwealth 
| ' an d their own Eftate by bellowing Honours upon the Senatours; and diftri- 

| buting Money amongft the People as the cafe required : and commands were fent 

all the Provinces that no Offices of Magiftracy Ihould be fold which before 
had been the ordinary courfe, and all Adis of Injuftice and Oppreflion were fe- 
verely forbidden. There being great occafion for Money, the A hbilijftmus was 
fetch’d back to the Court, and being queftioned concerning the publick Treafure 
was by threats brought to difeover three and fifty Centenaries of Gold hid at his 
Houfe, which being found he was returned to the former place of his confine¬ 
ment. Then was Nicholas the Prefident made Domeftick of the Schools of the n f 
\ Eaft having been the Eunuch of their Father, and of the Weft, Conftantine Cabaft- 

\ hs the Patritian. And John Maniaces whom Michael had difmifled out of Cuftody 

from a Patritian was honoured with the Dignity of Magifter , and with full Au¬ 
thority fent General of an Army into Italy. 

117. Though matters were thus well ordered, yet the State feemed not fet- 
led except an Emperour was created, which all Men wilhed, and that Ihould be 
lawfully married to Zoe. And lhe being as defirous of an Husband as they were 
of an Emperour had already call her thoughts and affedions upon feveral. The 
firft was Conftantine Delafenus , who was fent for to Court as upon fome other oc¬ 
cafion ; but he fpake fo roughly and feemed fo intradable that he was rejeded. 

The next was one Conftantine Catapano the Husband another Woman, though 
her Paramour; but his Wife not enduring the thought that lhe Ihould part 
with him in that manner chofe rather by Poifon to fend him to another World 
that neither of them might enjoy him. Being thus prevented as to him ihe re’ 
folved upon one Conftantine Monomachus , whom John having banilhed to Myti- 
lena, becaufe a rumour was fpread that he Ihould Reign, lhe had recalled, and 
while llie yet thought of Marrying the other Conftantine had made Pretdr or 
Judge of the Greeks. He Was a Man both Noble as to his extradion and very 
handfome. His firft Wife dying he married the Niece of Romanus the Emperour 'T'^yr 
by his Brother, but by that Alliance got not any preferment; yet coming bv^' 
that means often to Court he had opportunity to be in the Emprefs’s fight and 
became very familiar with her, and ihe was fo kind to him (as to fay truth her 
humour was ever free and generous) that from her bounty he received great fumms 

of 
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of Money. . This made fome fufpicious and credulous Perfons talk hardly of them 
and Michael the Succeflour of Romania out of mere jealoufie though for fome pre¬ 
tended Crimes confined the Man to Leslus where he continued all his time, and 
MMomacbts f° und not tbe ot ^ er Michael that followed more favourable to him. Being now 
mamrim fent for to the City he was flopped at the Church of St. Michael in Damocrania 
cho- ^ nc | Stephen of Pergamenus an Eunuch of the Chamber meeting him adorned him 
rour Empe " With Purple and brought him in a Pinace to Conjlantinople where he was Mar¬ 
ried to Zoe by one Stypes a Prieft of New Rome, ssCedrenus calls him, for Allexius 
the Patriarch refufed to folemnize the Nuptials becaufe of the third Marriage, fo 
terrible a matter in thofe days, yet did he fet the Crown on his Head the day fol¬ 
lowing. Thus did Conjlantine firnamed Monomachus obtain the imperial Dignity 
on the eleventh day of June in the tenth Induction. A. D. M. XLII. And the 
power of the two Sifters became extind after it had continued fcarcely three 
months which though it pleafed the People, out of refped to the Nobility of 
their Houfe and their hatred to Michael , yet to the prudent fort feemed very 
uncouth and indecent. For odd they thought it to fee two Women fit together 
upon the Tribunal, to have all Royal Ceremonies performed to two of that fex 
at the fame time,incircled with the ufual Guards and attended by the Senatours and 
principal Magiftrates: to fee caufes debated before them, all affairs of Statehand- 
led in their prefence ,* to behold them giving audience to Ambafladours,prefiding 
in the Senate and the other publick and folemn Aflemblies of the Empire. 

118. The general fatisfadion for having an Emperour was no whit dimini- 
flied by the firft Obfervations made upon the Carriage and Demeanour of Mono- 
He obliges his ma chus. For the Senatours he immediately obliged by preferring them to places 
Subjects. of D j gnit y anc j p ro fi t> and the People by diftribution of Money, as he thought 
he had Intereft and Opportunity. For fatisfadion of the Provinces he fent abroad 
his Edids, by which giving notice of his Promotion, he promifed all good. Of¬ 
fices, and the removal of all Grievances whatfoever. John the Great Adour in 
the days of his Brother, he removed into Leslus, Michael his Nephew, late¬ 
ly depofed, into Chius , and Conjlantine Nobilifmus into Sams, whereby he far¬ 
ther pleafed the People. But Wife men and fuch as pried nearer into his Adions 
and the Methods of his Government obferved, that , without any Prudence or 
grave confideration he conferred Dignities, and bellowed Money, afwell the un¬ 
fit as fit, the unworthy as worthy receiving his Favours • and he never regarded 
whether there was Money or no Money in the Treafury. But this could not 
hinder him from being Popular,or not obvious to the eyes of the Vulgar,to whom 
other things did farther commend him. For he frankly and freely forgave fuch 
Emprcfles! from whom he had received Injuries when a private man ; and he was fo wife 
as to give content at home, making himfelf acceptable to the two Women by a 
Pleafantand Debonnair Carriage, and he little cared to perplex himfelf and foure 
his humour by much and difficult bufinefs, but rather indulged his Pleafures and 
took his eafe. He feemed to Countenance men of Ingenuity and Learning, though 
of the latter he fcarcely had received any tafte. But the Provinces were in no 
good condition, however matters flood at Court and in the City. On the fixth 
of Ottober in the eleventh Indidion a Comet appeared traverfmg the Heavens from 
the Eaft to the Weft, and kept on its Courfe as long as that Month continued, 
being afterward efteemed to forerun and predid thole Calamities which fhortly 
after happened. Stephen Boijlhlabus who, as was faid, efcaped from Conjlantino- 
ple , had feized on the Mountains of Illyricum, of the Triballi and Servi, and 
thence like a Beaft of Prey fell down upon the adjacent Territories of the Em¬ 
pire, and did very great mifchief to the Inhabitants. Hereupon the Emperour 
lent Orders to Michael a Patritian the Son of Anajlaftus the Logotheta, and then 
Governour of Dyrrachium, to raife what force he could out of the adjoyningPro- 
vinces, and hunt him out. But it’s both the weaknefs and grievous punilhment 
of the folly of a Prince, to cnufe unfit Perfons for the management of bufinefs. 

This Michael had not the leaft skill in Martial Matters, was an Effeminate and 
ArmySahllt DifTolute Perfon, brought up in Idlenefs and Luxury and now ordered his Affairs 
the Triballi- like fuch a General, withfixty thoufand men he marched into the Territories of the 
Triballi, and that through liich difficult, rough, fteep, and narrow ways, that 
onely two Horl'emen could ride abreaft. The Servi living at thofe Straits, 

• obferved his motion and fuffered him without Interruption to pafs them into the 
ftroyedac its Champion Countrey, and there to burn and plunder at his pleafure, but watched 
return his return and poflefied themfelves of all the Straits and difficult Paflages. 

£if hthe And when foaded with booty and without fear or wit he re-entred, they fell up- 

- OI j 
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bn him and .his Army with Stones, Earth, Darts arid Jw Ju- -"—~—- 

ent from the h^her ground, that of the miferabb SoulL^w^Srf 0 "^ 
the leaft defend themielves nor ftir any way forty thouSiZn • 0uI i? ot “J 
paffing the Holes and Valleys which 

“ ** “ UW ’ 

ffliencefive hundredf™*f?ConimariKyo“^^Tj e J ook ." !** 
gion fubjed to none other, and by their affiftenre did h e i°^ d °n f . certain ^ e_ 
in that War. When he Jern^ed from hi Cha^ xjtff *“ 

rpareof^W bUt ^ toJSaS 

Canna, and there loft the ^redtef nart of his Up °? t le River Zufidus at 

had been ignominiouffy beaten by Hannibal Yet didT ^. Jbmuf . Ion g bef ore 
him any wifedom, fo asfufficientlytofiimiffihimSr f C C f IS e r x P cnment teach 
onely Wing^together’■« 
Lycaomans, which made up the Legion of the Pho'beruti and 

Hanks again, now ftrengthned by cfnfiderdble Supplies and frorn^pm^ 011 - 1 ^ 
a great Overthrow. Michael the Emperour havi™ TnL™,- r ? m ‘^received 
lent one Boioannes to fucceed him a Man nf miJL nation of his Condud, 

Defended from Boioannes, who under.the Reign of B^UUs ifr °/ 

as Rome to his obedience. But he havirin nnL h,,.- d . i a11 7 ^/yas far 

to lead againft the Enemy, was fo f dd ^ d ^ 
not defend his own Pofts, but was defeated at Momodh , !S T’ Sf? he cou,d 
Italy taken ter which the Franks fo beftirred themfelves u ^ taken Prifoner ,♦ af- 

Cities onely remainmg tc.the'*» 

Franks except Vlz ‘ Brandajium, Htdriis, Tarentum and Baris Emperour) 

four citiei. no. Now Michael the Emperour beins dead and , . 

aces , as we faid, was fent inm Italy and^hS? 5 !? C ? l 9 ha e f de P°H Mani- 
fame difficulty of want of Men a^’thofe before ^ aboured u r ndet 

ceeding them in-the Art of a Geaen 3 riiS?^d 5 ^ , S d fofarex - 

Beneventum and Naples, and brought the OiJnlefTrnl^r^l? 0111 Ca ?“ a > 
dition. Whilft he employed himfelf there in his rL! ° S r «fonable good con- 
was his Neighbour where his Eftate lav in thn pS> mm n nd ’ Rom . ams Scleras who 

very hcentioufly. MmiLs havinonotice hereof llTf’ ?u d J ay mtb V s Wife 
ipeans could digeft the Affront taTfiemf’thS with Rage, and by no 

htafroTi' 5 ll i, sthous r h “ **«:farther employed by anoll°'f 0 ? > il re ' ,eOBedfo i 

him to be turn’d out pf his ErhplovmenMn iJh u;!. T J^Sderus procured 
could not but exped ftill 1 worfe aTS^vS his E^emv h ^ ^ erate ’ for ^ 
tereft, and drove him into a Refolution of Ufurpinff fnd S^^/ 0 great an In ' 

Mmiaces u- Einperour. He killed him that was fent to fucceeif him ta {in S Arms againft the 
tbarim, a Fellow not atallfit for fuch anEmpio™™^ hJ Sf" lT fpa ' 
known to Monomachus, and then took the Diademe with othpr^ beca “.^ he Was 
Entring Bui. and was by the Forces oUt&ly which 

^ perour Putting his Army^Aboard he paSd Zrttn * h ? Service : 

whereof they were fo ftruck at Conjlantinotle 2 , Wlth ^eNews 

. in the Emperour’s Name, which promifed - Paidonto him 
all that was paft, befides good Rewards if thevwn, 3nd hl ? Followersfor 
bedience. But he continuing fiTin his R^uZ f jT* t0 their forme ^ 
and committed to the Condud of Stephanas tobafant? Am T W f § ot to gether, 

■ dingsof ins Promotion to ThJjTt ^ 

LU Place 
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is met by Ste- place called OJlrobus they met, and then Stephen had the worft of it,- Mattiaces Jea- 
^g-ding on his own Men, and fighting ftoutly in the Head of them. And all now 
Cfandhi received arid acknowledged Iiim for Emperour in the Field, when fuddenly he fell 
Barrel worm- dow dead from his Horfe, having it feems received a mortal wound in his Breali, 
he*die/ wIuch though not known from what Hand. Now was the .Scene quite,changed : they 
who a little before did him reverence as Emperour, now railed at him as a Traitour, 
and his Head being cut off, his Men fubmitted to the prefent Power. Stephen 
for his great Conqueft returned in triumph to the City, where for a fhew the 
Head of Maniaces was carried on the point of a Spear, and l’ome of thofe whom 
the Death of their General, not the valour of Stephen had fubdued, to encreafe 
the Pageantry followed it as a Trophy upon Affes; the worthy Conquerour 
bringing up the Rere on a Milk-white Steed. 

izi But into fo great danger was Monomachus brought by his Miftrefs, a Lady 
fo confiderable, that Zonaras thinks it not a thing below the Dignity of an.Hifto- 
ConftaSefry to g ive an account of their Amours • he having Buried two Wives, had no 
with ScierJm mind to Marry a third, but it feems judging Fornication better than a breach 
his Doxy. 0 f t h at humour fo much applauded in thofe. days, ufed the company of this 
Woman, being a Widow, and the Kinfwoman of one of his Wives, at firft pri¬ 
vily, but afterwards without any diflimulation. She was Young, very Beautifull, 
and defcended of the Noble Family of the Scleri, which attracted his AffeCtions 
to her, butfhe was not at all in his debt ; the teftifications of her Love to. him 
were full as large and fignificant. They could neither of them be at quiet if they 
were not together ; and when he was Banilhed ihc followed him, not able to live 
but in his company, where by all her Arts fee endeavoured to make his condi¬ 
tion as eafie as might be, both with her fociety, adyice and fupply of his wants 
fo far as her Eftate would allow, having a ftrange fancy all along that one day he 
would arrive at the Sovereignty. And when at the Sovereignty he arrived, at 
die height of his Profperity he forgot not her that had been his chief comfort in 
his diftrefs, but got the confent of the Emprefs that Ihe might be fent for to 
Court and provided for, with which Zoe was well enough content, the greatnefs 
of her Age having now mortified Jealoufie in her, together with her experience 
of the misfortunes which this life affords. Now was Sclerana removed from 
Mitylena to the City, where at firft fhe was in no fplendour either as to Houfe or 
Attendance,but by degrees was ferved like an Emprefs,and her Houfe turned as into 
a Court. For Monomachus ,where Ihe Jay built very fumptuoufly both for her conveni¬ 
ence,and that under pretence of overfeeing his Workmen he might have oftner occa- 
fions to make her Viiits. At firft he was fhie and cautious of being difcovered in his 
Amours,but at length caft off all diflimulation, and ufed her not as a Concubine 
and Vice-wife, but as one to whom he had been lawfully Married. Now all the 
Treafury is at her Command, and not enduring her abfence hardly for a mo¬ 
ment, he obtains the confent of the Emprefs for bringing, her into the Court, 
where by his endeavours a great friendihip was contracted betwixt them, fo as Zoe 
grudged her neither the Name nor Honours of an ' Emprefs, and contented her 
ielf with his company when fhe knew he was not with his Miftrefs. Thus Jived 
lie and his Sclercena together, hoping ftill for a nearer conjunction, at lead which 
would more fatisfie the World, when on a fudden death prevented it, fnatching 
her away, to his great difcontentment, a little before the Civil War of Maniaces, 
occafioned by his Power and Interceflion for her Brother, asfome write, though 
by a Sedition there happened upon hep account it appears that Ihe Jived longer. 

12,z. But the Civil War raifed by Maniaces was not all the Difficulty where¬ 
with the Emperour ftrugled at the fame time. Theophilus Eroticus the Governour 
of Cyprus, a man greedy of Novelty, when he heard of the Death of Calaphates, 
and the confufion which thereupon happened, thinking it a feafonable time for 
putting in pradice what he had defigned, put all the Inhabitants of the Bland 
into a Tumult, and excited them to the Murther of Theophylaft a Protofpatharian, 

The ifland a Judge there, and the Chief Colledour of the Tributes. But it fucceeded well 
cecTto obe- " that Conflantine Chages a Patritian being ready at Hand, without any moretrou- 
dience ° e * ble to the Emperour or much adoe, feduced the Ifland, and therein taking the 
Rebel brought him to Conjiantinople, where a Woman’s Coat was put upon him, 
and therein he was Ihewn at the Circenfian Games, which done, and his Eftate 
confiscated, he was then difmifled. On the fecond of May following the Eyes of 
John the Brother and Great Minifter of Michael the Paphlagonian were put out, 
iome fay by command of Theodora , but as moft affirmed by order of Monoma¬ 
chus himfeli; out of revenge for his long Confinement, which misfortune he fur- 

vived 
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vived'but eleven days. In the month of July Stephen Sabaftophorus wasaccufed 
of Co nip; ring againft the Emperour, to prefer Leo a Patritian to his Place and 
make the Son of Lampus Governour of Meliteha ; for which Stephen was condem¬ 
ned to a Monaftick life, having all his Eftate feized, and Lampus was cruelly 
tortured, fhewed up and down the Forum, and deprived of his Eyes, after which 
h l fo ? n A ed ' At the fame time, the fame month the Rojfians again took Arms 
League with wllD had f ° r a Ion S time held fo good correfpondence with the Empire, that there 
the Empire, was mutual commerce,and the Merchants went to and fro without the leaft Inter¬ 
ruption. Now it happened that at Conjiantinople there was a quarrel amongft the 
Trades-men, and it fo fell out, that one of thofe Scythian Merchants was killed 
The Prince of the Countrey, Bladimer by Name, a paffionate Man and reftlefs 
took the matter fo hemoufly, that Without any delay he raifed all his Subjects 
that were fit to bear Arms, and befides procuring many Auxiliaries out of the 
Northern Nations, an Army of a hundred thoufand Men he put into their ufual 
Boats, whereof each was made of one Tree, and fo proceeded againft the City 
The Emperour afToon as he knew of his Defign fent to him, and offered all rea- 
fonable fatisfadion if he would lay down Arms, and preffied him much not for 
flight caufes to break - that Peace which for fo many years had been preferved 
inviolable betwixt the Nations } but he returning a fawcy Anfwer, and treating 
the Meflengers with much difrefped, he then provided for his own fecuritv All 
Scythian Merchant!; and^others that were fpread up and down the Empire he 
S e ^M Ured fo . r / earof an y Confpiracy. Then got he ready all the Gal- 
hes and Veffelshe could compafs, and putting aboard as many Forces as the time 
would permit hitn, he himfelf m a Pinnace Jed them againft the Enemy, wh^ti 
he found in the Straits about Pharus. Befides his Fleet a ftrong Party of Horfe 
waited and attended his motions all along the Shore. ^ 

. Ia 3 - There the Fleets faced each other, but neither would begin the Fight • 
the Scythians keeping themfelves within the Haven, and the Romans attending 
what courfe they would Steer. The time being fpent, and Night approachinl 
the Emperour fent to Bladimer the fecond time to move him to Peace! but he as 
peremptorily and fawcily as ever, rejected his offer, declaring he would not lay 
down Arms except he Ihould have paid down three Pounds of Gold for every Man 
tie had with him. Tins Anfwer being fo mfolentand Extravagant, Monachus pre- 

rour’5 Fleet, thl J e fwift Gallies to make a gentle onfet to skirmilh with the Rojfians , andpro- 
and defeated, voke them to Fight, to fee how they would order their matters. But he in* 
a l ? f skimiilhing palled into the middle of them, burnt with IVild-fire feven 
of their Veffels funk other three with all the Men in them, and took another, 
having either killed or driven out all thofe that were aboard. Then did the Em- 
Ju U i? t0 th ,j m witl i j 1 *? whole Fleet, which perceiving, they con¬ 
cluded that if they could not fuftain the violence of three Gallies, they Ihould 
never be able to endure the whole Ihock, and therefore fluffed for themfelves 
as they could, ran upon the Rocks and Shelves, and loft moft of their Veffels • 

th r C , Sh ° r 5 th J e n En ?P erour ’ s Horfe fel1 u P° n and killed fo many’ 
that fifteen thoufand of their dead Bodies were afterwards found upon the Shore. 

The Scythians being thus defeated, after a farther ftay of two days the Emperour 
returned to ConJlaMinople, leaving; a Efficient Power under command of Nicho¬ 
las one of the Chamber, and Theodorocranus with orders to look well to the Mari- 
Butl . , Coaft, ?* to “ r ^Barbarians to land, and that the wholeHeet Ihould 
the Gallies the of / h f ru f ? ut how ever it happened, twenty four Triremes 

purfuing too feparated from the reft of theFfeet, purfued the Enemy fo far till they paffed the 
£oZ e t h Bay wheTein they lay, and were driven beyond them. The Scythim vewdZl 
Enemy. “ d ho ^ Wmd fln ^ all things ferved, refolved to intercept their pa flag? 

rK ? Cy Cafl 7 dld 10 th r Straits ’ u y lying thick from one Hiore to the other’ 

There being no way to efcape Conflantine CabaUarius a Patritian, the Captain of 

f!itl SlcT 'r lt ? an u ot,ie ^allies endeavoured to make a paffage, but was 
kifled as he manfully fought, and his Ship with four others, together with the 
Men fell into the Hands ot the Rojfians ; the other Ships were fplit upon the Rocks 
or run afliore. The Men vvere feme drowned, feme killed or taken by the Enemy 
and fuch asefcaped came in much lhame and confternation tb their Friends The 
Rojfians ^having beyond all expectation.done fo much mifchief, made the mow 
comfortable Retreat But being forced to return afwell by Land as by Sea ffo 
many of their Veffels had milcarried) they fell into the Territories of the Go- 
veinment of Catacalo, Bejla Ambujlns, who then commanded the Coaft about IJter, 

LIJ *- and 
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and w ere moft of them killed and taken, of the later of which he fent five Hun¬ 
dred bound in Chains to the Emperour, having, to his great Commendation 
when firft thefe Scythians arrived, been very watchfull in his Charge, fo as to 
hinder their landing, and deflroy many of them. And his Care and Induftry, 
he continued to this very laft. 

114. In the twelfth Indi&ion the Month of September, thefecond year of Mo^ 
mmachus , fo great a Tempeft happened, that in a manner deftroyed all the 
Grapes of that year. On the Ninth Day of March following, which was con- 
fecrated to the Memory of the forty Martyrs, the Emperour being about his 
Devotion, was flopped by a Sedition of the People; Going on Foot in Pro- 
cefiion accompanied with his Guards, and followed by the Acclamations of the 
People, from the Palace to the Church of our Saviour in Choice, he there took 
Horfe to pafs on to the Church of the Martyrs, when from amongft the Mul- 
A Tumult in titude this Voice was heard. We will not have Sclerazna be Emprejs, nor our So- 
'cSntLple weign Ladies Zoe and Theodora Porphyrogenita, to die upon her Account, which 
concerning caft all into Confufion and Tumults, wherein the Rabble demanded the Life of 
%oe and Thco- t h e Emperour, and they had taken it had not the two Emprefles fhewed them- 
Aou - felves to them from an high place, and by good words appeafed them. But 
the Emperour was frighted from his Proceffion, and was glad in an whole Skin 
Conjlantine t o efcape into the Palace. The following year, he thought himfelf concerned in 
cuy “£ he honour to make challenge of a City which he found belonged to the Empire up- * 
and Armenia on this occafion. At fuch time as George Prince of the Abafgians, made War 
the Great as upon the Remans, he was aflifted by one Jobanefices, the Lord of a City called 
theEmpfre? Anium. But when Baftlius the Emperour invaded Iberia, and was too hard for 
George, then Jobanefices fearing he fhould be puniihed for what he had done fled 
to the Emperour, and gave up himfelf with the Keys of the City into his Hands, 
which rendition Baftlius, accepting, honoured him with the Dignity of a Ma- 
gijler, and made him Governour of Anium and Armenia the Great for his Life, 
with this caution of writing, that after his death it fhould revolve upon the Em¬ 
pire as Part thereof. But Baftlius being dead, and many years after him Jobane¬ 
fices, his Son Cacicius entred upon the Government, and it being not obferved 
kept his Fathers Territories in good Peace and Friendlhip with the Romans. Now 
Monomachus finding the writing in the Archives, was refolved to make demand 
of the Reftitution of Anium, and all the Great Armenia as the Heir of Bafi- 
lius. Cacicius profefled himfelf the Friend and Servant of the Emperour, but 
feeking for Excufes and Delays, Monomachus refolved to recover his Right by 
Force of Arms, and committed an Army to the Condud of Michael Befla, 

Jafites newly defigned Governour of Iberia, with order to make War upon Ca- 
cicius. 

12,5. Cacicius confidering into what ftraits he was brought, made all prepara¬ 
tions he could for defence, and had rather the better of Jafites, to whofe aid 
then was fent Nicholas Domeftick of the Schools, formerly of the Chamber to 
Conjlantine the Emperour with a great Army, to fupprefs Cacicius by mere Num¬ 
bers if nothing ell'e will doe it, and moreover the Emperour wrote Letters to 
Aplefpharius the Governour of Tibium, and that Perfarmenia which lies upon the 
River Araxes, to fall upon him on his fide the Countrey. Aplefpharius wrote 
back again, that on this Condition he would doe it, if the Emperour would 
under his Hand make a grant to him of whatsoever he fhould take from Cacicius 
which he did accordingly, an Inftrument being written and confirmed by the 
And fending Golden Bulla. He having received this, applied himfelf to his work, and took 
my hath them many tallies and Forts belonging to Cacicius , who being thus befet on all fides, 
delivered up. and defpairing to extricate himlelf out of fuch difficulties, made Peace with 
Nicholas , and by him giving up himfelf and the City to the Emperour, afterward 
went to him, and from him receiving the Dignity of a Magijter , with Ample 
Revenues from Cappadocia, and elfewhere, lived thenceforth a quiet and peaceable 
Life. Now did Monomachus demand the Cattles and Forts, wllich Aplefpharius 
had taken as part of the Dominion of Anium, which he refufing to furrender, 
and alledging the Golden Bull whereby they were granted to him, Command was 
fent to Nicholas, with the Roman and Iberian Forces, and thofe that had belonged 
to Cacicius to make War upon him,and recover them by Force. Nicholas accordingly 
Then they lay fends Jafites to Jay fiege to Tibium. Aplefpharius being a very good Souldier, 
siege to Tibi- and knowing himfelf not in a condition to graple with the Romans, keeps him- 
um - felf within the Walls, and beforehand lays all the Ground adjoining under Wa¬ 
ter by Sluces made from the River, and he places in the Vineyards which were 

on 
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on higher Ground a Number of Archers, whom he bid expert the fign he fhould ~ 

give them by Trumpet, and in this pofture expett the coming of the Enemy. 

The Officers of the Romans finding him clofe in the Town, and the Grounds* 
under Water, concluded it was out of fear and defperation, and hatted with- 
b . ^ or( kr to get to the Walls by the ways that were left paflable, and takepof- 

Ambuih are [ effion °f what was ahead/ their own.Then did Aplefpharius give thefign to thofe 
an cut off. he had placed in Ambufh, who from the Vineyards with Arrows, Darts and 
Stones, made great daughter of thefe unwary Men, who were fo intangled in 
Thickets, Ditches and Water, that not able to defend themfelves or fly, an in¬ 
numerable Number of them there periihed, and Jafites with fome other Offi¬ 
cers, efcaped with the News of the Adventure and Succefs to Nicholas. The 
Emperour haying notice of the Defeat, put both Nicholas and Jafites out of their 
Offices, and in place of the latter made Ambuftus Governour of Iberia. In the ; to? . 
Room of Nicholas he made General one Conjlantine Captain of the great Soda- *!%>*■ 
htyi as it was termed, an Eunuch defcended from the Saracens, but moft faith- 
full to him, who had much ferved him when yet in a private Condition. Thefe 
coming fufficiently furnifhed into the Province, thought not fit to lay fiege to 
Tibium the principal Town, but took in feveral Forts belonging to Anium, very 
ttrong and fituate on Craggy Rocks,which Aplefpharius often attempted to relieve • 
but in vain. Thence they removed to a ttrong Cattle near to Tibium, called 
Chehdonmm, about which they drew a Trench, and had taken it or ftarved out 
the Defendants; but that the Ufurpation of Tornicius in the Weft, obftrucfted both 
this and other Proceedings. 

1x6. This Leo Tornicius being formerly Governour of Iberia, had upon afur- 
mize of a Confpiracy for advancing himfelf been turn’d out of Command, been 
ihaven and put into a Monaftery, though the Emperour’s near Kinfman by his 
Mother. His dwelling having been a XAdrianople (formerly called Orejlias, from 
Oreftes the Son of Agamemnon) he had the Macedonians much at his Devotion who 
exceedingly efteemed iiim,for he wasa Man both beautifull and of excellent parts,and Zomr.v. 
had a certain way peculiar to himfelf of gaining love from thofe with whom he con- 
verfed: but what got him moft Reverence, a Report or Prophecy went about,that 
in time he fhould come to be Emperour. Thefe and other things caufed Monoma¬ 
chus Kinfman much to diftafte him.. On the other fide, Eupropia the Empe- 
rours Sifter ufed him with great rcfpeft: being a Woman indeed of a very ge¬ 
nerous mind, very noble and rich, but not at all acceptable to her Brother, who 
Rood in awe of her, becaufeof her eminent Wifedom. And to be even with 
him, flie neither received any thing from, nor frequented the Court, but when 
ifle met him was wont to carry it very high towards him, would rebuke and 
elude him, and when he fell into paflion for hCrfo doing, would by filenee 
contemn and diflemble it. He perceiving her great affedion to Tornicius, on 
purpoie to feparate them made him Governour of Iberia, where all things prof- 
pering under him, and he flourishing in great repute, thence fome took occafion 
of calumniating him to the Emperour, who caufed him to be fhaven and to take 
the Habit of a Monk. But the Macedonians, as was faid, being much addidled 
5 JLJ ' midui {*? hlm > carr ied away by Night out of Constantinople, and at Adrianople faluted 
him Emperour, whither great Confluence there was made of Souldiers from all 
thofe Parts, either through defire nf Plunder and Innovation, out of love to him 
or hatred to Monomachus who had much diftafted, and as much diftruf- 
ted of late the military Men. Thus incouraged, he refolved with all fpeed to 
march for Conftantinople, which he had great hopes .would iriftantly be put into 
his Hands by the Citizens, who for certain Caufes bore neither at prefent any 
good will to the Emperour, and the Armies of the Eaft had their Hands fuffici- 
Laying; siege ently M in thofe Quarters. With thefe hopes he incamped before the City 
nopie 1 ' with intention to ufe violence if fair words would not prevail. The next Mor¬ 
ning, coming up with his Army to the Walls about Blacherna , he fummoned 
the Town, and by great promifes , invited thofe that kept the Gates to open 
them , but they not onely refufing, but reviling him with ill Language, he then 
gave the Onfet. 

1x7. The Emperour all this while was very felicitous, not being (at leaft as he 
thought) fufficiently provided for fo forprizing aMifchief. In the firft place he fent 
into Iberia to Conjlantine, to come to him with all the fpeed he could make,what¬ 
ever, his bufmefsat prefent fhould be.Butfor making effectual oppofitionagainftthe 
Enemy now endeavouring to fcale the WaIIs,hebrought the Citizens and others to¬ 
gether,not exceeding a thoufand Men. Now as to the Management of thkaffair,ac¬ 
counts 
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counts are very different. Cedrenus writes of his going out into the Field, with a 
contemptible Number in refpedt of the Enemy, and how his Men were beaten 
back, and driven into the Trench, he himfelf with difficulty efcaping into the 
City, which might have been taken with the greateft eafe, had the Ufurper pro- 
lecuted his Vi&ory • not onely the Gates, but the Walls themfelves about Bla- 
cberna , being left defolate. On the other fide ZonaPas tells us, that the Empe- 
rour never went out of the City, but in his Imperialibui fhewed himfelf upon 
the Wall, thinking thereby to ftrike fome awe into the Rebels. But the Mace¬ 
donians on the contrary, being accuftomed to feurrility, with bitter Inveftives re- 
But not pur- viled him, ringing Songs, and ufing Geftures, chofen for fuch aji occafion, and 
tory S is forced f ucB as out with Lofs and Ignominy they beat in again, or elfe killed or 
toraifethe drowned them in the Trench before they could there arrive. But thisoppor- 
Sie § e - tunity which now in a manner begged his acceptance, Tornicius did not improve, 
purfuing thofe that fallied to the Walls, but never confidering whether he could 
goe any farther. Monomachus feeing this, laid hold of the Advantage to bring 
the Citizens upon the Wall .again, and to re-inforce the City, having narrowly 
efcaped the lhot of an Arrow, which fell upon one of the under Servants of his 
Bedchamber, though without any hurt. The day following, Tornicius renewed 
the Aflault, but had no more any fuch advantage, for he was both repulfed, and 
was nigh being killed by a Stone of a Talent weight, which was call out of an 
Engine, by which danger he was fo affrighted and difeouraged for want of Suc- 
cefs, and above all when he perceived, that his Men began to fall off from him 
to the Emperour, that fearing to be delivered up into his Hands, he raffed his fiege 
Andretre.it to ar] j retreate( j t0 jircadiopolis^ where he joined Forces with John Batatzes. All 
rca topott. t jj e Qtiesof Macedonia and Thrace had fubmitted to him, Redefius excepted, 
which now he fent feveral of his Captains and Kinfmen to befiege, and after¬ 
ward followed with all his Army, but attacked it without Succefs. By this time 
the Eaftern Forces were arrived, and the Emperour fent them dire&Jy into Thrace 
againft him, under Command of Michael Jafites the Magifier, who incamping 
himfelf againft him at Arcadiople , would not fuffer his Men to doe any Injury 
to the Countreymen, fuch of Tornicius his Souldiers as he took he ufed very ci- 
vily, and by good words and promife of Pardon, endeavoured to draw • away 
all the reft. Now Winter was at hand, and the Arts of Jafites had fuch influ¬ 
ence upon them, that they began to confider, that they could not undergo both 
the Incommodities of the Seafon, the want of Provisions, and fuftain the Vio- 
. lence of fo powerfull an Enemy all together, by degrees they fell off to the 
deferred by Magifier . For fome time, notwithftanding, Tornicius would not quit his hopes, 
hi* Follower*, a s long as obfeure Perfons onely revolted. But when the great Commanders of 
for d w*RAei his Army fell off, then with Batatzes v/ho alone duck by him, he confulted how 
lion .' 5 6 ' ’ to efcape, and when that could not be they betook themfelves into a Church, 
whence Jafites caufed them to be fetcht, and fent them bound to the Emperour. 

On Cbrijlmas-YLve by his Command their Eyes were put out, fuch as were moil 
eminent in the Rebellion,were ignominioufly led about the Forum, then banilhed, 
and their Eftatescorififcated. The ordinary fort were all fent away into their 
own Countries. 

128. Thus was Monomachus happily delivered from this Civil War, but another 
from abroad now fell upon him, to the Empire the moft mifehievous of all others, 
becaufe made upon it by the Turks, who in conclufion by their furious and 
victorious Arms put an end to it, and ereCted one of their own in its Place. 

The Turks The Turks, fay our Authours, were an Hunnijh Nation, inhabiting the Northern 
u onthe Em P flrts tke Mountain Caucafus, moft populous and free, as having never fubmit- 
uponi e m - t£c j t jj e t0 the Yoke of any Perfon or People, but laid one of their own 
upon feveral others by Degrees, and firft upon this occafion. After fuch time as 
the Saracens had overturned the Kingdom of the Perfians , and had not onely fub- 
dued Perfia, but Media, Babylon, Ajjyria, Egypt, Africk, and no fmall Part of 
Europe it felf, they began to fall out among themlelves, and their vaft Empire 
was divided into feveral Portions, fo that Spain , Africk, <^gypt, Babylon and 
Perfia had their feveral Princes, and thefe Wars one with another. At luchtime 
as Bafilius was Emperour, Muchumator Mahomet the Son of Imbrael, was . Prince 
of Perfia, the Chorafmi, Oretani and Media, having War with the Indians and Ba- 
Tansroiipix) bylonians, and put hard to it fent to the Prince of the Turks for affiftence, defi- 
a Turk nififts ring three thoufand Men, which he accordingly fent him under Command of 
the Saracens fragelipax, or Tangrolipix Mucalet the Son of Michael, hoping by this means to 
Si‘ he A ' have a Fafiage opened into Perfia, which was hitherto ftopped by the feveral 

ftrong 
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ftrong Forts which flood upon the River Araxes. Mahomet making ufe of thefe 
Auxiliaries eafily maftered Pifaftrius Prince of the Arabians whofe Men could not 
But refuting endure the force of their Arrows. After this he would have ufed them againft 
to fight with the Indians » but they defired to be diffflifled and to have the Garrifon renWM 
He revolts' fr ?™ ; heBr ] d S e of Araxes by which they muft of fieceffity pafs, and when he 

ref ufed, and went to offer violence, they revolted and betook themfelves to the 
Wildernefs of Carbonitis and the Mountains, not daring to abide a Battel becaufe 
they were fo fmall a Number. Upon the Saracens they fell down continually- 
and'did much mifehief to the adjacent Parts, fothat to deftroy them Muchuinet 
fent an Army of twenty Thoufand Men commanded by ten of the moft Noble 
of his Nation. The Captains thought it not fafe to enter the Defart being not 
provided of neceflaries for fo defolate a place, but incamped themfelves at the en¬ 
trance, which Tangrolipix undemanding fell upon them by night when they little 
expected it, eafily defeated them, and finding in their Camp many Chariots and For* 
les with much Money, now would not like a Fugitive praCtife Robberies v.nd mak® 
meurfions by Health, but openly lhew himfelf as a fair Warriour. And all Maietl 
tours and dffcontented Perfons that could, now came in to him from the Nei< T hbo~-i 
jng Countries, efpecially fuch as loved to maintain themfelves by Rapine and Vio¬ 
lence, fo. that in a Ihort time his force was increafed to fifty Thoufand Men. 

izp. Mahomet inraged at the defeat put out the Eyes of the ten Commander 
and threatned fuch Souldiers as had efcaped to lead and lhew them abroad in 
Womens Cloaths, which caufed whem now when he prepared to renew the War 
to run from him to Tangrolipix, who now came and offered Mahomet Battel 
He notwithftanding the revolt of thefe Men had got another Army together of 
Saracens, Perfians, Caberians and Arabians, of about five hundred Thousand and 
with an hundred Elephants bearing Turrets on their backs gave Battel to his E- 
nemyin a place called Afpachan, which was fought with much vigour on both 
udes, but he riding about to animate his Sbuldiers chanced to fall from his Horfe 
and broke his Neck, whereby the Quarrel was decided, for his Army then fub- 
Aim a... dug pitted and Tingrolipix by univerfalconfentwas declared King of Per da and all Ma- 
deciared&f/. ho . mets Dominions. Tangrolipix thus promoted prefently cleared the Bridge of 
tan and King Araxes, and then his Countreymen in great multitudes flocked to him, wherewith 
Sl op's r “ ffi “ entI y ftrengthened himfelf he took the Title of Suita, (bywhich 

Perfians and A&joiute hmperour or King of Kings is meant) and lnflavmg the Saracens and Per- 
Saracens, /tans divided all the Countrey amongft the Turks. Having here fettled hisAf- 
Seizes on the 2 “* h ? re /°“ D to ™ ke War u pon the Neighbouring Princes and firft over- 
DomS of f hre Y .mffeveral Battels and killed him of Babylon whofe Dominions he then feized 
Babylon. into his hands. After this he fent Cuthimufes (his Brother’s fome call him, others 
his Uncles Son) againft the Arabians from whom he received a notable defeat 
a ° d , m "is night asked leave of Stephen a Patritian the Emperouris Governour of 
Media (at that time called Bafpraceen) to pals through that Countrey, which he 
denying, he made his way by force and worfting Sephen who ofapofed him took 
him Prffoner, and in his paflage through Trabreziunf fold him to the Lord of the 
Place. Returning to the Sultan he excufed himfelf of the blow received from 
the Arabians, whom he would undertake to fubdue if he might but be fent the fe- 
cond time ,• and by the way he fpake of Bafpracm, how fertile a Cduritrey it was 
and^eafie to be Conquered being held by Women, as he termed thofe Roman 
Souldiers with whom he had fought, 

13°. But the Sultan was fo inraged at him that he defigned to put him to death 
for the lofs in Arabia, and as for Media, he feared to make War againft the Ro- 
being awed by the fame which the Emperours Nicephorus, Zimifces and 
Bafilius had obtained in the World, and concluding with himfelf that the valour 
and power of the Empire was ftill the fame. But while he deliberated hereof 
. , Cuthimufes for fear, fled and feized on a efty in the Countrey of the Cborafmii 
§&S. C fi Pafar t Y e , r y^o?gP^ When now the Sultan was moving againftthe 
al. Arabians who had the fame fuccefs againft him, as his Kinfman, and he returned 
home with the like dffgrace. This fhould have made him have better thoughts of 
Cuthimufes,^ but he belieged him in Pafar, whence he made many Tallies, and 
did much damage to the Sultan, who now befides this Iron in the Fire made hinv 
felfftill more work by fending an Army of about twenty Thoufand Men to 
a^Armv^nm ^-^^fi^Tdedia under command of Afan the Deaf his Brother’s Son. Afan en- 
Mettia. tring.the Countrey deftroyedall things in his way, fparing neither Sex nor Age 
The Countrey was then Governed by Aaron Befta the Son of BladHthlabus and 
Brother of Prufiams, who finding- himfelf too weak to graple with the Turks 

wrote 





wrote to Catacalo Befia, Ambujlus the Governour of Axium and Jleria to come to 
his aid with all the fpeed he could make, which he accordingly did, ufing greaf 
expedition. ‘ When they came together and it was propounded whether they 
iliou'd fall upon the Turks by night or openly give them Battel by day, Catacalo 
was pltafed with neither butadvifed to have the Camp left with the Baggage and 
carriage Beafts and to lie in Ambufh till the Turks fhould be bufie in the Plunder of 
it. The Device took fo well that Afan coming to give them Battel and percei¬ 
ving there was no body left in their Camp, prefumed they were fled out of fear, 
which is cut an d boldly bad his men enter and feize on the Booty. Then did the Romans about 
w. vening rife from their Ambulh and taking them in fo much diforder killed moil 
of them with their Captain, very few efcaping through the Mountains into the 


Cities of Perfarmenia. 

131. The Sultan was grievoufly perplexed at the News yet to repair hislofs 
by better fuccefs he got together of an Army an hundred Thoufand Men con¬ 
fiding of Turks,Caberi and Limnitcey which he committed to Air am Alim his half Bro- 
wditim E 7 o t ^ ler t° r a fecond attempt upon Media. Upon notice of their coming Aaron and 
Media" " t0 Ambujlus again united their forces and Councils. Catacalo s advice was to fight 
them e’er they came into the Roman Territories while they were weary, a 
great part of them wanted Horfes, and fuch Horfes as wanted fhooes whereas 
the Roman Souldier was full of courage animated by his late fuccefs. On 
the contrary Aaron affirmed that they ought by no means to hazard a Bat¬ 
tel againft fuch a multitude, but that all the ftrong places were to be fortified, 
and all they had was to be put within the Walls till they could fend to the Em- 
pefour, and from him receive orders what to doe in fo difficult a cafe. This 
courfe was taken, and having put all the Women and Children and all their beft 
things into the flrong places they two fent to the Emperour, and withdrew into a 
plain of Iheria by the Natives called Ofurtru. The Emperour wrote back to them 
that they fhould attempt nothing till Liparites Prince of part of Iberia fhould joyn 
with them, to whom he fent as he was a Friend and Ally of the Empire not to 
fail it at this time. Liparites at his Leifure raifed his Men when in the mean 
time Abram having entred Media, and perceiving that the Roman forces had out 
of fear withdrawn themfelves into Iberia refolved to march after them with all 


fpeed, and fight them e’er they fhould be increafed by Acceftion of new fupplies; 
The Ca ptains having notice hereof, left they fhould be furprized before the coming 
of Liparites wrote to him to haften, and betook themfelves to a place, very dif- 
EJjy* ficult of Accefs. Alim not being able to come at them, went to Artze a Village 
t° n\e. o £ g reat ca p ac i t y w herein lived a great Number of Merchants and Tradfmen not 
onely of the Countrey, but Syrians alfo, and Armenians , and of other Nations, and 
the inhabitants trufting to their Numbers though they had no Walls ftoutly de¬ 
fended themfelves, by flopping up the Paflajges, and from their Houfes calling 
down Stones, Wood and Darts upon the Turks, whom thus they held in play " 
for fix days together. This coming to the Ears of Ambujlus in the Roman Camp 
he moft earneftly urged that they might not flay for the Loitering Liparites , 
but take this advantage while the Turks were thus bufied at the Village, and 
fall upon them : but Aaron refufed to joyn with him affirming he would doe no¬ 
thing but what he was warranted by the Emperour. 

131. Abram finding what he did not expedt, fo great refiftence, and that he 
could not by force of Arms Conquer one Village, the Wealth of which he moft 
vehemently thrilled after, refolved to confume all he could not get and fet it on 
fire, by which the inhabitants being forced out • (though an hundred and fifty 
. Thoufand are faid to have perifhed partly flairt by the Sword and partly burnt in 

burnt and the fire, into which many it’s reported call themfelves) he found much Silver 

Sakc t. and other things that were not combuftible. Befides he got many Horfes and 

by the Turks. ot j ier Cattel,and fo led away his Army well inriched in quell of the Romans. Li* 

parites being by this time come to them, they were come down into the Plain, 
and had pitched at the Foot of an Hill on which flood a Caftle called Capetrum. 
The Turks now marching in no order but running in Herds together, Ambujlus 
moved that in this condition they might fall upon them ; but now Liparites re¬ 
fufed to fight out of a fuperftitious humour, becaufe it was Saturday which he 
reckoned amongft unlucky days, being the eighteenth of September and the fe- 
cond Indidtion, in the feventh >ear o i Monomachus. But Abram underftanding 
by his Scouts where, and in what condition the Enemy lay, marched up to them 
They umand in due order of Battel, which they perceiving,. put themfelves how unwillingly 
Army & ever i nt0 the like pofture to receive them : Ambujlus led the Right and Aaron 

arc defeated. the 
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To was oppofi 

«S VhfSl Smbt, indboriiASL aod 

Aaron defeated their Oppofites, and purfued them till Cocks a w. Bn tlhTi 
tes inraged for the lofs of a Kinfman, to be revenged ingaged more defperatelv 
than prudently and was taken Prifoner, being much expedled bv his Friend t ^ 

• ^ rnin ? fr ° m r the P T fu r n . d 1 ® aSo & from their Horfes gave God hanks for the 
Vidtory m thefe words, Tinging, What God is Co m-eat £ 

with great longing to hear what was become of Liparites whom at firfldlef 

oveH^^that h^h^taken tT^ h !? Went back t0 Anium ' **Abram 
that he had taken Liparites, and thereupon thinking himfelf the moll 

happy Man alive, omitting all other bufinefs conveyed him himfelf five davs 

sstitt Brod,^ of i7 K tL 

Sr f "« h a T 

set wm of Th:s}r f to R hf^ e r 

an^mbaffaT viXncJand^llobbery Vent i^mLilarUesGrarls^receWimtl^T^^^ 0 
StfJf Tm i\ ^ he ** in Ambairag“e 

Tr“,^ &ft“ S '"ft“^^ttatlo^aSoma 

Sn5tome' * e f ? rour wonldta °fno fuel, matter 

- e ' /^ ls “ int caufed Monomachus in expectation of War to ornvidf* 

ZSTtoP^Sn "rf 

^^^33St'i$tSS$Z£S?Z?& 

wandnng from place to place, and always dwelling interns?Theh Prince a 
TjracbWmce time was Tyrach the Son of Kilter a Man of Noble extradt but very Lazv and 

CT5™ which he had obtauedKn hisConduit againft the Vxda 
Hunn (h Nation whom, making incurfions he id often repulfedi ith S? 

Tyrach not daring to /hew his Head, but lurking in theFemTabTu 7ifeT rt 

ssaslsifs 

communicated his defires to the Emperour received 
oufly with his Men, toprovide them ofallneceffariesand fend him to ConJlantZpfe 
M m m where 
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where he was entertained with all the kindnefs he could expedh He promifed to 
be Baptized and to perfwade his Countreymen alfo to turn Cliriftians, and was 
Honoured with the Dignity of Patritian: then were affigned to him three Caftles 
with large Grounds on the Bank of Ifter and he and all his Men received Baptifm. 

When he was conveniently fetled he made frequent inrodes into the Territories of 
Tyrach, where he killed all the Men, and fold the Women and Children to the Ro¬ 
mans for haves. Hereupon Tyracb fent the Emperour to expoftulate for that be¬ 
ing a Friend and Ally of the Patzinacce he had received their Enemy and Fugi¬ 
tive, and required that he would not any more afford him'any afliftence for the 
Ujion which jnvafion of their Countrey ; otherwife he denounced War agaiiift him. Of this 
minced'a’- rneflage the Emperour made very light, and laught at it -as unreafonable, where- 
gainft the upon the Meflengers departed as they came. He wrote to Michael and Kegenes to 
wms. Jqq^ narrowly to the Bank of IJler , and to fend him word in cafe ariy corifiderable 
Army made any attempt to pafs that River, to prevent which he fent an hundred 
Gallies to hover about thole Coafts. But to render thefe Gallies ufelefs, tyracb 
expected the coming of Winter and a Froft, which having crufted over the River 
to the thicknefsof fifteen Cubits, he then pafled over with all the Power he could 
make, and with his Numbers, which amounted to eight hundred thoufand Men, 
overwhelmed, as it were, the Roman Provinces. The Emperour having fpeedy 
notice hereof, as fpeedily lent away to Conftantine Arianites the Magifter and Go- 
vernour of Adrianople , and to Bafelius Monachus the General of Bulgaria, with the 
Forces of Macedonia and Bulgaria to join themfelves with Michael and Kegenes , 
which accordingly they did. The Roman Armies being united, Kegenes as he faw 
his advantages, being better acquainted than any other with the humour of his 
Countrey Men, made many Aflaults upon them, who having on this fide the 
River light upon Wine and Drinks made with Honey, of which before they had 
never tailed, thereof drank fo intemperately, that great multitudes of them died 
every day. This being made known to Kegenes , he prevailed with the other 
Captains to fall upon them now when they were diftrefled by Cold and Sick- 
nefs j though with fome ReluClancy, to ingage in Fight with fo great Multitudes, 
wherein Ty- 13 y. A fudden ahd fierce onfet being made upon them,they were fo much there- 
racb, the King \yjkh affrighted that this added to their other dillrefs, they threw down their 
lfmfor W ihe le Arms, and yielded afwell Tyrach and the moil Noble, as the reft of the multitude. 
PatlimcaMz Kegenes very vehemently urged that they fhouldall be put to Death, which he 
defeated and execu ted on many upon whom he light, with this faying, that A Snake is to he 
u cn. killed in Winter while he cannot move his tail , left when Summer comes (animated 
afrejh ly the heat of the Sun) he doe more mifchief. But the Roman Captains ab¬ 
horring fo great cruelty, thought fit they fhould be bellowed in the Defart pla¬ 
ces of Bulgaria , a Tribute put upon them, by which-a good Revenue would ac¬ 
crue to the Emperour, and he might be furnifht with Souldiers againft the Turks 
or other Enemies. They prevailed againft Kegenes , who yet to doe what lay'in 
his power, killed all he had taken except ftich as he could make Money of, and 
went his way. The reft of the multitude Bafilius the Governour of Bulgaria dif- 
perfed through the Plains of Sardica, Naifus and Eutzapelus , taking from them all 
their Weapons left they fhould afterward attempt any thing. Tyrach and an hun¬ 
dred and forty others were fent £P to Conftantinople , where they w r ere kindly- 
entertained by the Emperour, Baptized, had Honours and Wealth conferred on 
The Sultan them, and lived with greater content and pleafure than formerly. But by this 
renews the time the Sultan difplealed by the Anfwer to his Meflage, had gathered Forces 
Emperour, ,he out °f Terfta and Babylonia, and renewed the War: Monomachus upon notice, be- 
who fending fldes other preparations caufed fifteen thoufand of the lately Conquered Patzinacce 
fifteen thou- t0 Armed, and giving them four Commanders of thofe who abode at Conftan- 
vat fgau.ft t'mople , whom he richly prefented and adorned with coftly Armour, fent them 
him, they re- into Iberia under Conduit of Conftantine Hadrobalanus a Patritian. They went 
totlidr' ovm on their way as far as Melitena , but drawing near to Damatrys , and confulting 
Countrey .' 1111 what to doe with themfelves, they abhorred fo much the thoughts of going 
into Iberia, by the Advice of Catalme one of their Officers they refolved to re¬ 
turn back to their Countreymen, and following his example in taking the Sea 
with his Horfe, fwom over it being narrow, for they had no Boats, and by a 
prodigious adventure got back to Traditza. There arming their Companions 
as they could they did much mifchief to the Roman Territores, and fome-Qf them 
After which a removing to the River Ofmus, and the Countrey lying about Ifter, thence they 
Truce with mac j e excurflons into Thrace and Macedonia, having the better of fuch Captains 
1 ™°/ thir 'as oppofed them, till at length they made a Truce with the Romans for thirty years. 
yy 13 o. In 
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repelled every n ’ t3at being come as far as Comium, and there underftanrlmo- tb Tif* 

sf 

eminent Perlons about him nn^u'? rea dinefs,placed the Sultan and the moft 
of what be Scours 

ces, becaufe in that place the Wall ? * 3pp “j d i *] 1S Ei3 S ines an ^ Devi- 

ftand fomewhat higher, fo thatTt aflStivT^ *5® pIace where he 
within the Walls. The Armv - ; d §e t£> ? oe executi °n upon thofe 

to ftand upon that Ground to lhoot ini-n th°T W0 Par ?’ ' vkereoptbe °ne he ordered 
ruftical InftrumentTbear upTfoTo^JZ^ ,^° tber / - with porks a " d other 
Walls. This Lcefa was a lindnf SI E Called and bear it to the 
vered with an OxHdeborn IhhlZ Ten ^ de f^hs, andaboveco- 
This they were to thtuft to the Which ltood u P on Wheels, 

demolilh ■ for he SSSttKlSf which under covert of it they were to 
Hide above, w ° uIdbe Off by the 

his Archers placed upon that ad varifeain* r W * j 88 h f P leafed > Specially feeing 
upon the Battlements r,,*- » ^) t3 § eous 9 r . ound would not permit any to appear 
fuch as were M fid KtST'" 8 whathe aim’d at,, gave orcK 
have in readinefsgS Stones w«IS'Tf * 01 j^ *emllves, but to 
was, Chrift help »?. an d heSAST J ?- DartS} and ex P eft the flgn, which 
lharpned at one end! No^ Alan^feemed^himflfh ^ at n Beams which were 
have driven ail from the BattlemenSn? ml ^! f b ^ hls ^wrs of Arrows, to 
Walls, which being come fo ther f^the were put to the 

watch-word, and out came they that had S Fu back ^^gav6 the 

lall upon th e Lcefa 1 then did^ otheS hi £ guia^tfe ol the Beams, and let them 

v«- 

nfe and go was called away by more urgent Affairs i ZEp ’ pretending he 
- gr? tet ^ witb 

ged of who bu Reven. 

vaded his Dominions,' gathered all the Forces of theEaft in- 

appointed for Commander • one Nicepboriu an Eunuch and < Wf them 

when a private Man, but Who flnee had for frivp J? Chaplain 

ders. Him he now graced^^th the Tkle^f S S d bounced his Or- 

and fent him into the Eaft, not becaufe of any vIloS Ca r m Pi 

knew him faithfull to him. This TUcebhnrui ° sklJl be bad J but becaufe he 

they were called, and Canttacium, light not ion the Turl^r^ 5 f Ir ° n Brid ^ ^ 
what Preparations were 

ther of - Cutlumufus were returned Horned hnr f °/ the Bro- 

and wafting the' Cbuntrey Wkhin the WaUs > 

ssteiSsd 

Mmm.z & welJ 
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The Pat^itu- well it was Wooded and Watered, there fare down (the Inhabitants called 1 it, 
camte jwfrffeJ Hills) and thence made Incurfions into the Dominions of the Lm- 

incurfions m- fi.hiefts of which they not a little molefted. Upon this occafion Ke- 

“iW to Confult, and lying with his Forces in a 
K^«ftnt| ield flear t0 the City? w hile as yet he knew not wherefore:he was fent, three 
ftlminS of the Patzinacte his Countreymen made an attempt upon his life, and wounded 
him by N^ght though not mortally, for fome of his Guard coming timely in, they 
ftruck not courageoufly, but endeavouring to efcape, as much more Aftftence 
came in with Baltzar the Son of Kegenes, they were taken. They appealed to 
the Emperour: whereupon Baltzar put his Father into a Chariot with four Wheels, 
and after him drew them bound, and fo with all his Horfe, he himfel^ together 
with his Brother Gulin followed on Foot, and entred the City trll they came to 
the Cirque, then leaving there the reft, he himfelf went to the Emperoun At fight 
of him the Emperour demanded why he had not at firft put to Death the Af- 
faffinates, to which heanfwered, becaufe they had appealed unto him Hereupon 
Monomachus grew fufpicious, and fent immediately for the Men, jho being asked 
the caufe of the Attempt, affirmed they did it for his fake, and for the Empire 
and City to which Kegenes was a Traitour, having a defign by break of Day to 
have entred, killed all, and with the Plunder to return to his own Countrey- 

mC n8. Now whereas the Emperour Ihould have made drift Inquifition, and fif- 
. .. . tpH nut the matter he save credit to the improbable and ill coherent tales ot 
kept Prlfoner. t h e fe Fellows, and caufing Kegenes to be brought to Court, under pretence o 
Cure and Phyfick, kept turn clofe up, feparated his Sons the one from the other, 
and pretending great kindnefs to his Men, and flattering them with large aftow- 
anceof Meat and Drink, endeavoured by degrees and ashe could to diflarm 
them, and commit the principal of them to cuftody, giving free leaveint the 
mean time to the Affiaflinates to go where ever they pleafed. Yet thought he 
for all this to cover his defign, though the Patzinacajrove* far “ore cunning. 

But hi. Foi- and deceived the Deceiver as he thought himfelf. They took very thankfully 
lower, return what he fent them, and madeffiew of much contentment and obedience j but 
to their coun- /- j - 02 a j[ thefe particulars they were w'ell fatisficdas to their Inclinations# 

EME and by Night got them away from the Camp, and travelling hard on the third 
Son. Day by great Journeys paffied the Htemus, and joined themfelves with their Coun¬ 
treymen? Now being all ufiited and having Arms fufficient, they came over 
the Mountain to a Caltle called Aula, , not far from Adnanople , and thence wafted 
the Countries adjacent, which afloon as Conftanttne Areiamtes the Magtfter and 
General of the Weft underftood, he drew out fome Forces againft them, and 
lighting upon fome Straglers and Parties had at firft the better of them, but In¬ 
going theft main Body near aFort called Dampolis there hewas defeated, with 
the loifsof many men ; and returning to Adnanople gave notice thereof to the 
Emperour, fignifying that there was neceffity of bringing another Army into 
the P Field, and that no good could be expefted from thofe who had been alrea¬ 
dy beaten againft fo refolved and numerous an Enemy. The Emperour had had no¬ 
tice of the defeat before his Letters arrived,and had fent to tyrach and the other No¬ 
blemen of the patainaca, then refiding at Conftantinople, whom having richly 
11 v U Prefented they engaged by Oath to pacifie and quiet their Nation. He lent alio 
« h for al?tt KAheEaft, whichTiaving pafl)d over from Alydus and Chry. 
font againft r n he then a fligned them Nicepborusthe Reft our for them Captain, to whom 
he iovned Catacalo the General of the Eaft, and Erlelim a Frank Captain of his 
Countreymen, yet fo as to be obedient to his Orders. Conftantine marching with 
his Army over Hems, came to a place called Diacene, and there incamped and 
fortified himfelf, purpofing the day following to leave all his Baggage there, and 
fo with the Army difintangled from all Incumbrances to Fight the Enemy, 
whom he fo contemned as not fearing to have the better of them, it ondy per¬ 
plexed him how to prevent their running away, and efcaping his Victorious 
Arms Nay the Souldiers being as confident as their Captain; lome of them 
had prepared Ropes and Thongs wherewith to lead away their Prifoners 

* P !n the mean time Tyr£h and the reft of the Nobility whom the Empe- 
rour had difmified were come to the Patztnacie , and confpired with the reft for jsjtmaSg- 
the beft promotion of the Affairs of their Countrey fo tar were they fromac g-gg; 
compliihing what they had fworn at their departure. Conftanttne confultmg what 
was fitteft to be done, Ambuftus was for falling on them while they were yet 
difperfed and out of order, which the General out of Gallantry refufed, faying that 


C/HAP. IX. Coiljtlintinopolltan R.0/71PI/1 YfflVlYE t Conftantine Mono- ' " ' 

-- - ---- JL --- t *'• imachm, Zoe ; &c. 

They would run away into the Woods, and for his part he~h 7 d~ZTn nrrr , rr “T~ r ~*—. 
«*. But this fault was quickly amended fofthe p ll f to Hunt them 
towards him, and then the. next Morning’ he prepared to^ive^hf-m^R 0 ^!* 

He himfelf led.the middle Battel, Ambuftus the Right and '^ a 5 te i* 

Wing; but without much labour they loft the day’the Rom ^ n* 
'knaves “ choir Heels, onely 

manfully were flam: the Patzinaca; durft not make anv mnfiSi “ghting 

|- r ct&^mThtrfSl 

hii r I e ¥V4 7 .^ ^ he 2 s 

mandedhimto joyn with the Forces ftill in fir^nddmftMfSiifcUhST' 
ftinate/ato»«. He went to JJriu.dc, and there 7 ob - 

ped himfeit within a Rampart ; and thi Patzimc* hearing of hL coS Z 7 

of vvf 7 fp to V m on ; he ei S hth day of Jmi. While he was in a^Onmr'i 
of War confultmg what to doe, Samuel Burtzes one of hie n - 1 Counci1 

orders led the Foot he Commanded, he % Z eZ ?£ tb0W JW 
him m numbers fore diftrefled him, fo that he fent Lp^nvlfr f exceeding 
neml for Affiftence, who though he 

nefs, yet confidermg it was the Emperour’s huHupfci cnnoi ^ IS ra ^‘ 

left it, and fo was conftrained to give the Signal for Battel 6 hemu(l not ne g" 

againft the 

fodet«d. aI -f cour ^ ed Horle, fo that Horfe and Foot 

Rampart, and there fecured themfelves, after the Lo&nF S W1 ft lnthc 
Perfons of Eminence, as Michael DoceiaT^ vi^ ^Tl^^ ^ 
mtus \Mwfler who died on the third Day after of 
zinacte befieged them in the Ramonrf and i, j 1 illS - , ounds * The Pat- 
that they were difeouraged by an accident, an arrow oTof an ''‘i f 1 * 
one Sultzus , and Ins Horle under him, when at th p Amo *■' •• !?§ killing 

Glalas Nicetas drew neat with fo^uccou^frnm ^ lt l tfhanced , that 
gining to be Bafilius with the Forces of Bulgaria ^ 

but difperfed themfelves. While matters uSthus abroad Tt 
a Confpiracy was difeovered againft the Emperour whereof Lp a ^ the Clty » 
cepborus and Michael the Sons of Nicepborut withota rf theft* ^° UrSf 
a Confpiracy quffition was made after all Offenders, but none were punifhed i Itt " 

at home, but whofe Eflate was feized, and then he fent into FUnWiam P uni “’ ed > but Ntcephoriu 
By. fct himfelf wholly 

Kegenes re- Fa . tiIn “ ca - Kegenes he took out of Prifon and fent him to them^tl • gain f l tbe 
leafed outof take them off from their outrageous Courfes. All the Forces 
Prifon of his own Subjefts, and his Allies he caufed tn br Ll l u C0 - uld raife °« c 
Force W of the tlie and Barangi, over every Nation he appointed ^ 

Empire inga- Eminent Perfon of their own, and over all made Gpnpmi \r ~; 0lllm&n d er fome 
Sfii whom upon this occafion? a 

the Patina- PatzinJc<e, w ho now very much defpifing the^ Romani Z \ 5 ““ V Mnft<the 

•Who hadthe| a e ; ]a ^ f ^ tb£ y , c °uld come at in Macedonia and thill Thdr CruT 
boidnef. to D y exer cifed more than ever, not fparins the Infante > 1 , ^ 1 Cruelty 

comenearto Breaft, and fome of them were fo bold as to rnme oc ? ntS t lat (i un 8 at the 
plebToT dlflanc ftoin Conftantinople, and Were paid well C **u*£i C ?*& rt *' n Qt far 
£it Utw Perourfet out a Party aga nftThem col^^^ b ° ld ^ fs ' the Em- 

under Command of U% f,r 52 £r &££*„ Guir e d \ a " d 
belonging to the Chamber of Zoe the Emnrefs^L S’ ?!• ° f the Eunuc hS 
Night when drunk and fleepy, made an end of them If * f j on tb em by 
of their Heads to Monomachus. f them alJ > and fent “P Cart-loads 

141 . Butin the mean time Kernes to nerfnrm k;. « -.•/- 
perour, came near to his Countreymen and fenT fn rh ^ , ma l® t0 theEmJ 
mind, to which they returning thisAnfwer and A nn c • [ 6t know his 

would be governed by him, ll trufted and went to 77 ‘i° ath that tllc f 

Pp fermto/S 1 

but 
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but with Order to be carefull how heingaged in Battel, and in thefirft place to 
reprefs the Incurfions of the Enemy, into the poor harafled Countries. He ac¬ 
cordingly, having joined witli Bryennius , fet upon them as they ranged in Parties, 
several of OnehecurofF ait a Place called Goloa, and another near a Caftle named Toplit- 
bemSfoff ™s, which fo difcouraged them, that they dared no more to appear in the Coun- 
thej makenot trey, lying at the Foot of Hamus, but transferred all their Power and Rage into 
their incurii- Macedonia , which they wafted with a feled Party, able if need were to refill all 
“ here Ee oppofers they could exped from thence. Bryennius and Michael having notice of 
this their Cunning, by Night difcamped, and keeping their Defign very clofe, 
by great Marches came to Chariopolis which they entred, and as the Patzinacce 
nierily returned home in the Evening from their Plunder, to their Camp 
not far from the City, in which they did not think any Army at all could be, 
fell upon them as they lay fleeping and fecure, and eafily put them to the 
Sword. This defeat fo awed them, that for the two following years they did 
not range about fo licencioufly as formerly, but very cautioufly and as it were 
by flealtli. 

141. The Emperour was in fome meafure freed from his apprehenfionsof them, 
but in the mean time perceived not what danger he was in from a Snake he had 
taken into his bofome. There was one Romanus Boilas, Who being an obfeure 
man ferved in the Wars, of a ready Tongue, Cedrenus tells us, but Zonaras will 
have him a Stammerer, not able to fpeak plain, which defed having received 
partly from Nature, he had increafed by affedation and cuftome, thinking it 
feems it would make the more notice to be taken of him. With this man the 
Emperour, afloon as he came to the Knowledge of him, was wonderfully taken, 
pleafmg himfelf exceedingly with his trifling and inlignificant Wit, fo as he had 
conftant accefs both to him and to the Women when he pleafed, and was not 
wanting to himfelf, but made ufe of his time and opportunities to hoard up much 
Wealth. This fo far imboldned him, as from a mean Condition to procure the 
Dignity of a Senatour. But his ambition difdained fuch moderate bounds j mean 
men when got into Power ufually carry their Heads and Nofes high, and fnuf- 
fing up much of the upper Air, cannot once be brought to think of their for-* 
mer Friends or Condition; till an Ebb of Fortune difeover their Folly to them 
again afwell as their Original and Principles. Being Senatour he was never quiet 
till he became the molt inward CouncilloUr, and chief Minifter of the Empe¬ 
rour, to which having arrived, what wanted there now but to be Emperour 
himfelf, and for this vaft preferment as he wanted not opportunity, f having 
continual accefs both into the Bedchamber, and other the moft fecret retiring 
Rooms) by the death of the prefent Prince to bring his ends about, fo he 
thought himfelf abundantly meriting the Dignity, and had a Conscience large 
enough to bear any thing that might make for that purpofe. Being then pol- 
fefled with a vehement defire of reigning, he cunningly attempted all he knew 
to be diffatisfied with the Emperour. To fuch as abhorred the thought of ma¬ 
king him away, he pretended abundance of Love, as having onely tried their 
Loyalty and good Affedtion to their Prince, to whom he would not fail to make 
a Confpiracy it known. But fuch as approved of the thing he incouraged to theutmoft, nay 
at home but^ obliged them to it by Oath, and watched for a convenient opportunity to put it 
puXd " U in Execution. And to Execution he had put it, but that he was detected by one 
of the Confpiratours, as he had the very Sword in his Hand, which lhould have 
done the deed. Hereupon much Inquifition was ufed for convidion of his com¬ 
plices, whofe Eftates were confifcated, and their Perfons banifhed j but no other 
punilhment was inflided upon himfelf, but that the Emperour for fome time 
fliewed fome averfenefs or diflatisfadiori in his Company, which in a little time 
wore off again, and he returned to his wonted Truft and Familiarity. 

143. In the mean time ( to return alitde into the Eaft) the Sultan aswefaid 
bearing a mortal Spight to his Brother Abram, continually fought occafiOn to 
take away his Life, which he perceiving fled to Cutlumufus his Kinfman, with 
whom he joined Forces and Intercft to make War upon the Sultan. They gave 
him Battel at a Place called Pafar, but there Abram was taken Prifoner and put- 
civil Wars a- *o death. 'Cutlumufus with fix thoufand Men, and Melech Abram's Son fent to 
m°ng the the Em p erour? defiring to be received into his Protedion, and in the mean time 

T " rkJ ' till an anfwer lhould be returned, laid fiege to a Town in Perfarmenia called 

Carfe, which he took, the Caftle excepted. But the Sultan with an Army purfu- 
ing him came into Iberia , whom to avoid he fled as far as Saba and Arabia the 
Happy. In Iberia the Sultan laid all wafte before him, to flop whofe progrefs the 
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Emperour recalled Michael Acoluthus out of the Weft, and. fent him into that 
Province, who there in Chaldia gathering together the difperfed Franks and Ba- 
rangi , ufed his indeavours to reprefs his Motions and Hoftilities. The Sultan 
having News of his, fudden Arrival, concluded with himfelf that he meant to 
light, and confidered that lhould. he ingage and Overcome the Emperour’s Ser¬ 
vant and Officer, it would hot at all redound to his Honour, and lhould he be 
beaten by him it would tend exceeding much to his difrepute, whereupon he 
departed with all his Forces to Tabrejium. At the fame time Michaehs the Son of 
Stephen , arid his Succeflour in his Principality over the Triballi and Serbi, en¬ 
tred into the League with the Emperour, and receiving from him the Office and 
Dignity of Protofpatharius , was admitted a Friend and Ally of the Roman 
Empire. At the fame time the Prince of *&gypt courted him with Prefents. But 
Another Ex. nothing gave him or could give him fatisfadion, fo long as the Patzinaca ftill 
petition a _ went unpunifhed, to chaftize. whom he now again raifed, and got together all 
Tat^inaL the Force he coUld make out of Eaft arid Weft, over which he appointed 
General Michael Acoluthus, and befides this he coirimanded Bafiiius Syncellus, 
with the Bulgarian Army, to join With him in the Expedition. The Patzimd 
having notice of the Contrivance, incamped themfelves at a Place called Great 
Prifchlava , Which they fortified by a deep Trench and a Bulwark, refolving 
therein to endure a Siege. Arid the Romans befieged them till they were weary, 
and began to be in diftrefs for Neceflaries, which drove them into a Confulta- 
tion what was to be done. It was refolved that the Siege lhould be raifed, and 
£r' V to h the eataCCOrdingIy a deep fllence being in j° ined late at Night they departed. This was 
Empire. not . unknown to Tyrach, who fent out a great Number to flop the ways through 
which they muft pafs,* and then did he fet upon them as they went at their backs 
whereby great Multitudes Were killed, when Ihe fled from him the other re¬ 
ceiving, and killing them in the. narrow or unkridwn Palfages. Amongft others 
• fell Syncellus; thofe that efcaped got with Michael to Adriahople. The Emperour 
exceedingly afflicted for the perpetual Lofs and Difgrace received from this Peo¬ 
ple, made yet once again Preparations fo great, that he refolved if pofiible to 
root them out of the Earth, making new Levies, and hiring Souldiers whereever 
?r^o yearns 116 couId * The y fr° m a Fugitive undemanding his Refolutions, to divert fo great 
concluded. a as was gathering, fent and defired Peace. And he condefcended to a l ruce 
for thirty Years. 

144. The Truce was very feafonable, confidering into what condition his great 
Expence had brought him. Whereas the great Charge of his Wars lhould have 
made him frugal and circumfped in other matters, it was fo far froin it, that 
. the more he expended out of the Neceffity, the more he would profufely and 
the Emperour Vai , n ! y caft away ’ the certain Argument of a weak and eafie Prince. He had an 
is very profufe. ambition to appear bountifull-and liberal, but in it was not the lead Skill or Dif- 
cretion, not being able to diftinguilh betwixt Magnificence and Prodigality. In 
bellowing the publick Treafure, he never obferved any Rules of to whom, when 
or how much , and fo plunged himfelf into fo great Neceffities, that by honourable 
or difhonourable means, by right or wrong he muft have Supplies. That which 
, was taken notice of moft to beggar him, was the building of a Monastery to 
St. George in Mangana , as it was thought chiefly, that under pretence of vifitino- 
and overfeeing the Workmen, he might have opportunity more frequently to 
yifit his Sclerana, who followed feveral Games, arid particularly that of Hunting 
m thele Parts. Hereby and by his other Courfes, the Treafury was quite drained 
to recruit which he invented feveral mean, fordid and unjuft Courfes, employing 
moft rapacious Fellows in the gathering the Revenue, who exaded it without any 
refpedt had to Right or Equity. And orie thing there is, which makes him guilty 
„ ... . of the Decay and Ruine of the Empire; to be lure the Eaft was loft through his 
the SouMiers fifcarriage in this profufe way. For whereas certain Provinces, thofe upon the 
upon the Boders efpeeially, were free from Tribute and Impofitioris for this Reafon be- 
t F he 0 RuT„Vo 0 f Caufe they maintain6d . fo man y Souldiers to keep the Straits, to watch the Ra¬ 
the Empire. man Pale, and fecure it from the Incurfions of Barbarians, he disbanded thefe 
Souldiers, and diflolved the Garrifons of fuch Parts, particularly the Army of 
Iberia, forieceflary for refiftenceof the Turks, confifting of fifty thoufand Men 
they were disbanded by Leo Serblius, on purpofe to raile a - Revenue out of that 
Countrey: an Adof riioft pernicious and iftfamous Confequencej which fets a 
Mark upon him to all Pofterity, as & dreadfull warning to all profufe Princes 
g theEm. the Emprefs dying at Seventy Years of Age, he howled-and roared for her* 
me5 * and behaved himfelf much unlike a Man, compared her with Angels, and wheri 
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but with Order to be carefull how he ingaged in Battel, and in the firft place to 
reprefs the Incurfions of the Enemy, into the poor harafled Countries. He ac¬ 
cordingly, having joined witli Bryemius , fetuponthemas they ranged in Parties, 
several of OnehecufolF at a Place called Goloa, and another near a Caftle named Toplit- 
which fo dilcouraged them, that they dared no more to appear in the Coun- 
theymakenot trey, lying at the Foot of Hamas, but transferred all their Power and Rage into 
their incurij- ^j ace ^ on ia, which they wafted with a feledt Party, able if need were to refill all 
“s lierewfore oppofers they could expedt from thence. Bryennius and Michael having notice of 
this tlieir Cunning, by Night difcamped, and keeping their Defign very clofe, 
by great Marches came to Chariopolis which they entred, and as the Patzinaae 
nierily returned home in the Evening from their Plunder, to their Camp 
not far from the City, in which they did not think any Army at all could be, 
fell upon them as they lay fleeping and fecure, and eafily put them to the 
Sword. This defeat fo awed them, that for the two following years they did 
not range about fo licencioufiy as formerly, but very cautioufly and as it were 
by health. 

141. The Emperour was in fome meafure freed from his apprehenfionsof them, 
but in the mean time perceived not what danger he was in from a. Snake he had 
taken into his bofome. There was one Romanus Boilas, who being an obfeure 
man ferved in the Wars, of a ready Tongue, Cedrems tells us, but Zonaras will 
have him a Stammerer, not able to fpeak plain, which defed having received 
partly from Nature, he had increafed by affedation and cuftome, thinking it 
feems it would make the more notice to be taken of him. With this man the 
Emperour, afloon as he came to the Knowledge of him, was wonderfully taken, 
pleafing himfelf exceedingly with his trifling and infignificant Wit, fo as he had 
conftant accefs both to him and to the Women when he pleafed, and was not 
wanting to himfelf, but made ufe of his time and opportunities to hoard up much 
Wealth. This fo far imboldned him, as from a mean Condition to procure the 
Dignity of a. Senatour. But his ambition difdaihed fuch moderate bounds • mean 
men when got into Power ufually carry their Heads and Nofes high, and fiiuf- 
fing up much of the upper Air, cannot once be brought to think of their for-- 
mer Friends or Condition, till an Ebb of Fortune difeover their Folly to them 
again afwell as their Original and Principles. Being Senatour he was never quiet 
tiTl he became the molt inward Councillour, and chief Minifter of the Empe¬ 
rour, to which having arrived, what wanted there now but to be Emperour 
himfelf, and for this vaft preferment as he wanted not opportunity, (_ having 
continual accefs both into the Bedchamber, and other the moft fecret retiring 
Rooms ) by the death of the prefent Prince to bring- his ends about, fo he 
thought himfelf abundantly meriting the Dignity, and had a Conscience large 
enough to bear any thing that might make for that purpofe. Being then pof- 
fefled with a vehement defire of reigning, he cunningly attempted all he knew 
to be diflatisfied with the Emperour. To fuch as abhorred the thought of ma¬ 
king him away, he pretended abundance of Love, as having onely tried their 
Loyalty and good Affedtion to their Prince, to whom he would not fail to make 
AConfpiracy it known. But fuch as approved of the thing he incouraged to theutmoft, nay 
at home but^ obliged them to it by Oath, and watched for a convenient opportunity to put it 
pSS dan “ in Execution. And to Execution he had put it, but that he was detected by. one 
of the Confpiratours, as he had the very Sword in his Hand, which fhouldhave 
done the deed. Hereupon much Inquifition was ufed for convidtioh of his com¬ 
plices, whofe Eftates were confifcated, and their Perfons banilhed 5 but no other 
punilhment was infli&ed upon himfelf, but that the Emperour for fome time 
ihewed fome averfenefs or diflatisfadliori in his Company, which in a little time 
wore off again, and he returned to his wonted Truft and Familiarity. 

14 3. in the mean time ( to return a little into the Eaft) the Sultan aswefaid 
bearing a mortal Spight to his Brother Abram, continually fought oecafion to 
take away his Life, which he perceiving fled to Cutlumufus his Kinfman, with 
whom he joined Forces and Intercft to make War upon the Sultan. They gave 
him Battel at a Place called Pafar, but there Abram was taken Prifoner and put' 
civil Wars a- t0 death. 'Cutlumufus with fix thoufand Men, and Melech Abram’s Son fent to 
mong the ^ Emperour, defiring to be received into his Protection, and in the mean time 
till an anfwer lhould be returned, laid fiege to a Town in Perfarmenia called 
Carfe, which he took, the Caftle excepted. But the Sultan with an Army purg¬ 
ing him came into Iberia , whom to avoid he fled as far as Saba and Arabia the 
Happy. In Iberia the Sultan laid all wafte before him, to flop whofe progrefs the 
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Emperour recalled Michael Acoluthus out of the Weft, and fent him into that 
Province, who there in Chaldia gathering together the difperfed Franks and Ba- 
rangi , ufed his indeavours to reprefs his Motions and Hoftilities. The Sultan 
having News of his fudden Arrival, concluded with himfelf that he meant to 
fight, and confidered that lhould. he ingage and overcome the Emperour’s Ser¬ 
vant and Officer, it would not at all redound to his Honour, and lhould he be 
beaten by him it would tend exceeding much to his difrepute, whereupon he 
departed with all his Forces to Tabrefium. At the fame time Michaelas the Son of 
Stephen , arid his Succeflour in his Principality over the Triballi and Serb/, en¬ 
tred into the League with the Emperour, and receiving from him the Office and 
Dignity of Protofpatharius, was admitted a Friend and Ally of the Roman 
Empire. At the fame time the Prince of ^gypt courted him with Prefents. But 
Another Ex. nothing gave him or could give him fatisfa&ion, fo long as the Patzinacm ftill 
petition a- went unpunilhed, to chaftize whoin he now again, raifed, and got together all 
fPtKinaL the Force he coUld make tolth oui: of E aft and Weft, Over which he appointed 
General Michael Acoluthus , and befides this he commanded Bafilius Syncellus, 
with the Bulgarian Army, to join with him in the Expedition. The Patzinaca 
having notice of the Contrivance, incamped themfelves at a Place called Great 
Prifchlava , which they fortified by a deep Trench and a Bulwark, refolving 
therein to endure a Siege. And the Romans befieged them till they were weary, 
and began to be indiftrefsfor Neceffaries, which drove them into a Conlulta- 
tion what was to be done. It was refolved that the Siege lhould be raifed, and 
Lor' V to h the eataCCOrding,y a deep fllence being in J° ined late at Night they departed. This was 
Empire. n <* unknown to Tyrach, who fent out a great Number to Hop the ways through 
which they mull pals,* and then did he fet upon them as they went at their backs 
whereby great Multitudes were killed, when Ihe fled from him the other re¬ 
ceiving, and killing them in the. narrow or unknownPaffages. Amongft others 
fell Syncellus; thofe that efcaped got with Michael to Adrianople. The Emperour 
exceedingly afflidted for the perpetual Lofs and Difgrace received from this Peo¬ 
ple, made yet once again Preparations fo great, that he refolved if poflible to 
root them out of the Earth, making new Levies, and hiring Souldiers whereever 
?no yVarsTs he could - The y fr° ra a Fugitive undemanding his Refolutions, to divert fo great 
concluded. a ftorm as was gathering, fent and defired Peace. And he condefcended to a 1 ruce 
for thirty Years. 

144. The Truce was very feafonable, confidering into what condition his great 
Expence had brought him. Whereas the great Charge of his Wars lhould have 
made him frugal and circumfpedt in other matters, it was fo far from ir, that 
n the more he expended out of the Neceffity, the more he would profufely and 
SZerour Vai ! 1 ^ caft away ’ the ce “ ain Argument of a weak and eafie Prince. He had an 
is very profufe. ambition to appearbountifull-and liberal, but in it was not the lead Skill or Dif- 
cretion, not being able to diftinguilh betwixt Magnificence and Prodigality. In 
bellowing the publick Treafure, he never obferved any Rules of to whom, when 
• or how much , and fo plunged himfelf into fo great Neceffities, that by honourable 
or dilhonourable means, by right or wrong he muft have. Supplies. That which 
, wa s taken notice of moll to beggar him, was the building of aMonaftery to 
St. George in Mangana, as it was thought chiefly, that under pretence of vifitin°- 
and overfeeing the Workmen, he might have opportunity more frequently to 
yifit his Sclerana , who followed feveral Games, arid particularly that of Hunting 
in thele Parts. Hereby and by his other Courfes, the Treafury was quite drained 
to recruit which he invented feveral mean, fordid and unjuft Courfes, employing 
moft rapacious Fellows in the gathering the Revenue, who exadted it without any 
relpedl had to Right or Equity. And one thing there is, which makes him guilty 
„ Decay and Ruine of the Empire ; to be lure the Eaft was loft through his 

the souidicn Mffcarriage in this profufe way. For whereas certain Provinces, thofe upon the 
upon the Boders efpecially, were free from Tribute and Impofitioris for this Reafon be- 

the^RuTneof Caufe the y maintainfed f° many Souldiers to keep the Straits, to watch the Ro- 
the Empire. man Pale > and fecure it from the Incurfions of Barbarians, he disbanded thefe 
Souldiers, and diffolved the Garrifons of fuch Parts, particularly the Army of 
Ueria, fo neceffary for refiftence of the Turks, corififting of fifty thoufandMen 
they were disbanded by Leo Serblius , on purpofe to raile a • Revenue out of that 
Countrey: an Adi of riioft pernicious and ihfamous Confequence, which fets a 
Mark upon him to all Pofterity, as a dreadfuli warning to all profufe Princes 
getheEm. Zoe the Emprefs dying at Seventy Years of Age, he howled-and roared for her" 
and behaved himfelf much unlike a Man, compared her with Angels, and when 
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out of the moifture of her Tomb a Muihrome fprung .up he affirmed it an evi¬ 
dence fent, from Heaven that Are was there received amorigft the intelligent Pow¬ 
ers. But his love was fo great to her that prefently after her Death he made 
choice of another objedt. inamoured of the Daughter of a certain Alan Prince, which 
then lay as an Holtage at Conflantinople , that he brought her into the Palace ; cal¬ 
led her Augufta , gave her Royal maintenance,and had it not . been for the Awe. and 
reipedt he bore to Theodora, or efpecially for the Infamy of a fourth Marriage he 
had made her Emprefs and given her a Diadem. But the Domination of this 
new Lady was not long lived. For after his death, ihewas reduced into the State 
a nd condition flie was in before, except flie made ufe of her time and faved any 
thing, the Ihortfpace that her Beauty ruled. 

145-. For now Monomachus grew towards his end, being almoft quite fpent by 
the Gout, which prefently after his advancement fo feized on. his Limbs that he 
could neither ftandnorgo, but was held up or carried when ever he had occafion 
to flir. Afterward his intemperance toward Women increafing the diftemper, 
the humour fell .alfo into his Hands and upon his Shoulders, and at length tor¬ 
mented him throughout both in all his Joynts, and inwardly in his fide, lb that 
he could not but with great pain and trouble fetch his Breath. His cafe now 
feeming defperate both to himfelf and. others, thofe that were about him con- 
fulted about a Succeflour. The chief Man now in favour and power was one 
John the Principal Logotheta, an Eunuch and otherwife a pity full fellow, ofob- 
fcure Original, and asdefpicable as to his parts, Utterly as unfit for bufinefs as 
to write orfpeak according to true Grammar ; but him the Emperour intrufted 
with all and defigned him Prince of the Senate, having removed from the place 
of chief Minilter one Littrudes a Perfon of quite differenpQualifications becaufe 
he was wont to deal plainly with him, and oppofe any thing he knew contrary 
to reafon. This John together with Conflantine the Protonotarius Dromi , Bafilius 
the Caniclei Prafettus and others, perceiving him drawing on, put him in mind of 
fetling matters and recommended to him Nicephorus the Proteuon (or Primate, 
as one might call him,but that this Title is appropriate toEcclefiafticks)as the moft 
fit Perfon to fucceed him, to which he aflenting they fent notice to him then being 
at his Government in Bulgaria fecretly as they thought and without the know¬ 
ledge of Theodora. But Hie wanted not Friends to let her know their contrivance 
xfonomKbus how private foever, and leaving Monomachus dying in this new Monaftery lhe 
dies, Theodora entred a Pinace and accompanied with feveral that were faithfull to her went to 
n E tbe § reat Pa ^ ace Conflantinople where lhe was publiffied, declared and owned 
prds.' m " Emprefs by all, as right Heir to her Anceftourtf This News thereof brought to 
Monomachus increafed his diftemper and he lived little longer than to teftifie his 
forrow by a figh, with which he ended his days after he had Reigned twelve 
years and eight months. That we may not difmifs him without his due com¬ 
mendations as well as tax him for his faults, the provifion he made for the Poor, 
for the Aged and Strangers in his Monaftery is applauded by our Writers. And 
whereas the Revenues of the great Church were fo loft and diminiflied that Ser¬ 
vice was there onely faid on the Lord’s day, he fo provided for it that Mafs was 
there every day celebrated, and for the Communion he largely fupplied the Altar 
with Plate, adorned with Gemmsand Pearl very richly. Yet his Reign is ill fpo- 
ken of for the reafons above alledged, and was more taken notice of by the People 
for fome ill Accidents that happened toward the end thereof. For in the fe- 
venth and eighth Inductions fo great a Plague there raged in the City that the quick 
could fcarcely Bury the Dead. And in the Summer of the feventh fo great Tem- 
pefts, that they killed both much Cattel and fome Men. 

145. Theodora Porphyrogenita having got pofleffion of what the People granted 
to be her Inheritance, firlt punilhed thole that had been for the promotion of Ni¬ 
cephorus, by the Confifcation of their Eftates and Banilhment. Then to her Eu¬ 
nuchs did lhe diftribute the greateft Places and Offices in the Empire. Theodorus 
lhe makes Domeftick of the Schools of theEaft, and fends him thither to reftrain 
She fettles her th e inrodes of the Turks, taking away from the Magifter Ifaacius Comnenus the 
Government. Mafterlhip of the Camp. For Monomachus had Tranfported all the Macedonian 
forces into the Eaft under Macedonian Captains, amongft which wasalfo Bryennius , 
a certain Rumour or Prophecy running abroad, that the Turks fhould be fupprefled 
by fuch an Army as Alexander the Great ufed in Conquering the Perfians. She made 
Nicetas the Logotheta Dromi, Manuel the Drungarius Bigla:, and for his great abi¬ 
lities Hie employed Leo Strabofpondylus as her Mailer of State, who had formerly 
ferved the Emperour Michael. Afiifted by thefe and other Officers though lhe was 
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very old, yet would Hie govern her felf, and refufed to make any Emperour. To 
Leo lhe committed the chief management of all affairs; but Hie her felf would fie 
upon the judgment feat, give Audience and anfwer to Ambafiadours, create Ma- 
giftrates, pronounce Laws, and interpofe her Opinion and Refolution both in 
, publick and private matters : and her Government fucceeded well enough. For 
againft her no man oppofed himfelf, nor difobeyed her, and lhe maintained her 
Authority feizing the Eftate and banilhing Bryennius becaufe upon hearing of the 
Death of Monomachus he had with the Macedonians under his command removed 
to Chryfopolis without her orders. No Nation made War upon her, neither did 
any publick Calamity happen in her time, the feafons of the year being all good 
and natural. Though old as lhe was yet being of a ftrong conftitution and able 
enough for bufinefs, lhe promifed her felf many years. But though herein lhe 
flattered her felf and was flattered into this belief, it’s faid, by a Monk, yet e’er two 
years came to an end lhe found lhe was deceived, being leized with the lliack Paf- 
fion , a difeafe always dangerous, and which caufed the Phyficiansto defpair of her 
recovery. Then did thofe about her confider whom to prefer to the Government 
SS!t by whom thefe happy days might be continued. They pitched u^on Michael 
ticus for her Stratioticus one of Conflantinople, innocent and harmlefs, but utterly unfit for fuch 
succeflour a n employment both in refpedt of his ignorance, for from his youth he had onely 
dies ' been ufed to War,- and his great Age, for he was very Decrepit. But the Eunuchs 
and Leo judging him fit for their, turn becaufe they could govern him at their 
pleafure, they perfwaded Theodora to make him Emperour, which lhe did by ador¬ 
ning him with a Diadem, after he had given his Oath to doe nothing without 
their knowledge and confent. Thefe matters finilhed Theodora ended her Life 
when lhe had Reigned one year and nine months about the end o l Augufl. 

Michael Em. 147. Michael Stratioticus by her death became Emperour and Monarch, and 

perour. was for fuch declared on the laft day of Auguft in the ninth Indidfion, A. D. 
M. LVI. Asfoon as the News of his promotion came to the Ears oiTheodofms 
the Prefident, the Coufin German of Monomachus he was thereby fo muchdiitur- 
bed as not confidering the difficulty of the thing he undertook nor what danger 
Againft he incurred, he got together his dependants, Servants and fuch of his Friends 
Srfire laid thin S s Ettle to heart, and in the Evening with that Train at his Heels paffed 
fidentfets up." u P the Streets from his Houfe toward the Palace, crying out that lie was injur’d, 
and that the Empire of right defeended upon him as being next in Bloud to the 
late Emperour. Coming to the Prcetorium he broke open the Prifon, and let out 
the Malefadtours to alhft him, which he did alfo at Chalce. In the mean time the 
Eunuchs in the Palace having received the Alarm made what Preparations they 
could to fupprefs him, both by Land and Water, which he undemanding turned 
from the way leading thither and went to the great Church where he hoped to 
be received and owned by the Patriarch and Clergy. But things fell out quite 
otherwife; for when he came to the Church, they Ihutthe Doors upon him; and 
though upon occafions of Innovation many people ufed to flock and run together, 
yet none now appeared, and on the contrary fuch as had appeared for him began 
by degrees to defert him and fall off. So that at length being by all deferted he 
But upunifh betook himfelf with his Son to the Church, not as a Prince but a fuppliant, and 
edforhisfol- was thence taken away very fpeedily and confined to Pergamus as a place ofBa- 
l y- nilhment. After which fort the chiefeft of thofe who had taken part with him 

were punilhed. And for his folly he became a Song to the ordinary fort. 

148. Stratioticus thus freed from this ralh Adventurer was Emperour without 
the contradictions of any. To Ihew that he was govern’d by thofe that rais’d 
him, fuch things as they underftood he did very well, but in fuch matters as 
he himfelf had been continually verfed none did ever worfe. The Senatours as 
they were Men of intereft and influence he promoted, fuch generally as were not 
fit for fo great Employments as thofe to which he preferred them ; ufing the fame 
courfe and method to Men of more ordinary Rank. But as to military Men, he 
adted quite otherwife, his own Cbmpanions, nay his equals once, Men of confi- 
derable commands in the Armies. To thefe Officers when they came into the 
City he did not Ihew theleaft refpedt either by adtor deed,and the two principal 
he much difgufted, Men both of them of great Nobility, bearing the Title of Ma¬ 
gifter, and by their skill and adtions having as much Reputation as their places 
were ufually capable of. Thefe were Ifaacius Comnenas and Ambuflus Catacalo, 
the latter of which in a meeting of Officers in Eafter ( when the Emperour s 
bounty was wont to appear towards Men of this quality and Employment,) he 
deprived of his Government of Antioch, and into his place immediately put Micha- 
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el his Kinfma'n Whom at the fame time he preferred to the Dignity of a Magtfler , gi¬ 
ving to him the firname of Vranus that lie might feem to derive his Defcent from 
that Noble Family. Catacalo he accufed as having very badly difcharged his Of¬ 
fice, in that the Numbers of Souldiers were diminilhed in his time, and he gave no 
content to thofe that had bufinefs with him; and when the moft Ancient and 
molt eminent Officers of the Army Hood up in his Defence he fell into oppro¬ 
brious Language both againft him and them, wherein he did not fpare Comnenus. 
This carriage very much difcouraged fome and provoked others of the Army, 
who could hear of the Liberality of this new Emperour unto others but not receive 
fo much as one good word from him themfelves, though Men of his own Pro- 
feffion j yet did they not thence conceive fo great Indignation as to Plot or defign 
any thing againft him till another Tryal. So Writes Zonaras , from whom Cedrems 
differs in this that he gave Comnenus and Catacalo ill Language, for he Writes that 
he gave them two good words, but would not gratifie them in any thing they de- 
fired. And he farther inftances in others he difobliged. Bryemius he recalled out 
The Turks Banilhment, gave him the command of the Cappadocians , and with the Mace- 
in felt the Bor- donian Legions lent him againft the Turks, a Commander of whom Samuch by 
dm of the name, now much infefted the Borders of the Empire. But when he earneftly de- 
mpire fired him to have his Eftate reftored which Theodora had taken from him he refu- 
fed, and when ftill more importunately he urged him to it, he put him off with 
that Common faying, that Wages are not to le required till the work le done, 
whereby he fo exafperated him that he expe&ed but an opportunity to be reven¬ 
ged. 

149. Imprudent alfo was his carriage to Francopulus Erlelius who had done 
very good fervice under Maniaces in Sicily,, and ftudied the Intereft of the Empire. 

He defired of him to be Honoured with the Dignity of a Magifter , which he not 
onely refufed to confer on him, but with Scoff and much fcorn rejected him, 

Erbebm Affront being a Barbarian (faith our Writer) and impatient in his nature. 

Revolts to the he took fo heinoufly that not thinking what others were attempting, to be re- 
Turks. , venged he got him Home into Armenia , and drawing over to him three hundred 
of thofe Franks that ferved the Emperour went into Media and joyned himfelf 
with Samuch the Turk to make War upon the Romans. For lome time they ac¬ 
corded, but at length as commonly it happens differences arofe, and were multiplied 
betwixt the two leveral Nations, and they began to Plot, and contrive means how 
to affront andatlaft to deftroy each other. Samuch its .med .to carry it fair, but Er- 
behius never trufted him, but dayly expected the Turks would make fome at¬ 
tempt upon him and his Men, whom he charged ever to look to themfelves, not fo 
much as to Sleep or Eat but with their Weapons at Hand. At length the thing 
broke out and the Turks fet upon th t Franks as they were at Dinner who aware 
of their coming and having their Horfes ready, inftantly mounted, fought with 
and defeated them, killing the greater part ,• the reft elcaped into a Town not 
far off called Chlear. Erbehus after the purfuit was earneft for returning to their 
Camp, but it happening that there being a League and friendlhip betwixt him 
and the Ameras of that Town, his Men would needs go thither to refrelh thcm- 
felves. He moft vehemently endeavoured to diflwade them, urging that they 
were by no means to truft thofe that were of a different Religion and Nation, 
who would make no difficulty at all of breaking their Oath, they counting it a 
matter of Piety and Merit to kill as many Chriftians as they could- But there was 
no good to be done, they continued obftinate, and he was forced to go with them 
into the Town, all he could doe was to beg of them to be vigilant andcarefull, 
always to be upon their Guard. But they once got in fell to their Baths and 
Cups which invited Aponafar the Ameras to take the advantage offered him, fo 
that Communicating his Defign with Samuch and the Saracens living thereabouts, 
ureVed and h e § ave ^cret others to thofe that lodged the Franks to Jay hold of and bind fait 
taken by the their Guefts,or if that could not be done to kill them. Thefign being given, fomeac- 
Ameras of cordingly they make faft and others they kill; the reft efcaping by leaping down 
c,ear ‘ f rom the Walls. Erbebius was taken and kept as a Prifoner. This advantage the A- 
meras made of what he had done to curry favour with the Emperour. He fent him 
word he wasat his fervice and in Teftimony of the Reality thereof had deftroyed 
thofe that had been Traitoursto him, and at prefent had their Captain faft in Prifon. 

150. But Stratioticus his rough and crabbed Carriage produced fuch effects 
in a Ihort fpace that he had but fmall caufe to rejoyce at the Calamity of the 
Franks. The Eaftern Officers being reje&ed by him as was faid now betook 
themfelves to Leo Strabofpondylus the Protofyncellus and chief manager of affairs 

under 
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under him defiring his mediation in their behalf that they might not be the onely 
Men that mull be negledted, and not tafte of his Liberality, which they could not 
but take notice was very large towards others, who had neither watcht nor 
fought as they had done, and endured all manner of hardlhips from their very 
Childhood. Leo heard them and had fo much of the Courtier as to commend 
every Man a part and fpeak of his valour and Merits; but did nothing of their 
Michael's un- bufinefs, fubmitting to the Emperour’s humour who would neither allow them 
kindnefsto " good deeds nor good words, which at a fmall expence he might have done. This 
the Souldiers mac ] e them outrageous fo as firft to revile Stratioticus one to another, and from 
confpire a-™ reproachfull words to pafs to exhortations to ftand by one another, and revenge 
gainft him. fo great Injuftice, which Combination they confirmed by Oath fecretly in the 
Church. By the advice of Amluflus they Communicated their Defign to Bryen- 
nius as one who could affift them with a numerous Army, and eafily gained his 
concurrence. When they confulted whom to prefer to be Emperour, Amluflus 
had all their fuffrages, as one who by his Age, valour and experience excelled all 
others, but he really adverfe to the burthen; named Ifaacius Comnenus as the fitted 
Perfon they could chufe, and to him they all aflented; which done and confirmed 
by Oath they received Provifions from the Emperour and departed each to his 
Quarters as was imagined. Amongft the reft Bryennius went to his charge and 
with him was fent John Opfaras a Patritian with Gold to pay his Souldiers. Bry- 
ennius at the Mufter required fo much to be given to every Souldier, which John. 
refufed, affirming he would fully obey the Emperour’s Orders, andcontending to¬ 
gether about this matter Bryennius grew fo Angry that he fell upon him and 
pulling him down to the Ground by his Hair and Beard foundly buffeted him, 
which done he committed him to Cuftody and afterward diftributed the Gold to 
his Souldiers as he pleafed. At' that time it happened that LycantbesaVatritim 
who commanded the Licaonians and Pyfldians'W&s near at hand with his Forces, and 
hearing what had happened, concluded with himfelf that none but one who Ai¬ 
med at the Sovereignty it felf would have committed fuch an Arbitrary and Info- 
lent A<ft, and being utterly Ignorant of what the other Commanders of the Eaft 
hadrefolved, with a fufficient power fell upon the Camp of Bryennius , took him 
and delivered him into the Hands of Opfaras whom he had fet at liberty, who co¬ 
louring his Revenge with a pretence of Loyalty put out his Eyes and fent him to 
the Emperour together with the Relation of what had palled, 

151. But the chief Officers of the Eaftern Parts, fuch as Romanus Sclerus , Burt- 
zes, Bataneiates , the Sons of Bafilius Argyrus and the reft underftanding what had 
palled, having hitherto concealed their Inclinations, and expected the time when 
to ftir, when they heard what had befallen Bryennius concluded that upon Exami¬ 
nation he would reveal the confpiracy, and therefore thought it lafeft to prevent 
fluting if a . fuch a difcovery by a timely rifing. They all went into Paphlagonia to Caftamo 
trn Empe-' the Houfe of Comnenus find compelled him to goealong with them to a Ipatious Plain 
rour. " called Guvaria, whither from all parts adjacent they fent fortheSouldiery, and 
then by univerfal confent faluted him Emperour on the eighth day of June in the 
tenth Indi&ion. Having taken the Title he incamped himfelf as ftrongly as he 
could in the place, expe&ing the forces of the reft of theConfpiratours, efpecially 
of Ambujius, at whofe llownefs he conceived fome diffidence, which was Ihortly 
changed into a fuppofed certainty by a Meffage he received that he had changed his 
mind, broken his (unlawfull) Oath, and refolving to adhere to Stratioticus was 
gathering together an Army for fuppreffion of the Confederates. This mightily 
perplexed Comnenus when he confidered how dangerous an Enemy he lhould have 
at his Back, and therefore fortifying himfelf in his Camp he refolved not to ftir 
till he heard farther. But Ambufius had not changed his mind, but miftakes cau- 
fed diforder on both fides. For Amluflus in his way from Conflantinople meeting 
one of the Emperour’s Meflengers had fent a blunt meffage by him to Nicetas the 
LogothetaDromi which fufficiently difcovered the Defign; and when he came into 
the Eaft and found not Comnenus ftirring or as it feemed at all concerned, heim- 
agined that he and the reft had changed their Refolutions and would declare no¬ 
thing, fo that he lhould be left to ffiittfor himfelf alone, and be condemned out of 
his own Mouth. Therefore he was much concerned how to avoid the Danger • 
for he neither had any Army in readinefs, thofe Forts he had being unable to 
graple with the Emperour, neither had he had any Communication as yet with 
the other Souldiers of the Eaftern parts that lay about his Government, therefore 
not knowing how to truft them he had been very flow and wary in Preparations 
and this was the caufe of his Delay. Befides, there lay near him in their Winter 
N n n z Quarters 
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Quarters, two Regiments of 7r<w& and one of Roflians, of which he flood in 
great fear, left upon difeovery of his Defign they ihould feize him, and fend 
him to the Emperour. But when by Degrees he thought he had fecured himfelf, 
t;;en firft he broke his mind to his Servants and Dependants, and having got 
about him about athoufaud Men, then he try’d the Inclinations of fuch as he 
could lei's trufl, firft to bring over the Officers and Governours, and then the 
ordinary fort. He counterfeited Letters as from the Emperour, by which he 
was ordered with three Regiments of the Aflociates, and two of the Colonienfes 
and Chaldeans , to go againft Samueb. Thofe with their Officers, he either by 
Promifcs or Threats procured to take the Military oath to him, and having fur- 
niflit himfelf with an Army of feveral Nations, then marcht towards Comnems , 
having fent to let him know he was on his way. 

152,. Comnems diflruftfull and much out of heart before, was much elevated 
by this Mefiage, and having joined his Forces with his, now fet about his Work 
as being out of Danger. Yet did he commit his Wife and his Treafure, to his 
Brother John to be kept in a Caflle called PemoliJJa, feated on a Rock near the 
who march- River Alys. He having taken order for raffing of Money throughout the Eafl, 
ing towards ant j appointed his Receivers, palled the River Sangarius, and being every where 
!Ce ' received with appiaufe and acclamations by flow Journeys moved toward Nice t 
which he defiled to get into his Hands to be a Receptacle for him upon occafion, 
and therefore he gave time to thofe that had adhered to the Emperour to re¬ 
move from it, which they did afloon as they heard of his coming, the Souldiers 
to their particular Homes to look to the Safety of their Houfes, Wives and Chil¬ 
dren, and the Officers to the Emperour with News of what happened, amongft 
whom the molt eminent was Lycanthes, Captain of the Eaftern Troops, Theophy- 
lall Maniaces and Pniemius Iberus , Captains of the Troops of the Charfiani. 
Stratioticm having Intelligence of the Revolt made by almoft the whole Force of 
the Empire, yet refuled to offer any Conditions of Peace, but prepared for a vigo- 
caufeth M- rous refiftence. All the Weftcrn Regiments he fent for,and gave the Command of 
perour'toftnd them t0 Macedonians,Petfons of greateft Quality and Experience in matters relating 
for the Wef- to War, and now moft wifely he Courted both Officers and Souldiers, prefenting 
tern Forcesto them with good Gifts. In the lame manner he treated the Charfiani, and fuch of 
engage him. t j le Eaftern Forces as had not revolted, of whom he appointed Commander Theo¬ 
doras the Domeftick of the Eafl, the Eunuch of Theodora the Emprels, joyning 
with him Aaron Lucas the Magifter , Brother to Comnems his Wife, a Man of a 
very great experience. Thefe being fent againft the Revolters came to Nicome- 
dia , and thence fent fome to break down the Bridge of Sangarius , that Comnenus 
being forced to go about, they might be fure not to mifs him. From Nicomedia 
they removed to the Mountain Sopho, and there incamped themfelves, and pre¬ 
pared for Fight. Comnems having notice hereof immediately got into Nice , 
and there left all his Baggage and Carriages, and having ftrongly fortified the 
City, removed and incamped himfelf fome twelve Furlongs diftant from it to¬ 
wards the North. The Armies being near together, feveral Parties of them'know- 
ing one another ufed Arguments on both fides to draw off their oppofites, 
thefe of the Emperour’s fide reviling Comnems as a Traitour, and they of his 
Party defpifing the Emperour, as a defpicable doting old Man, ruled by Eu¬ 
nuchs. 

153. The Captains on both fides at firft incouraged this Difcourfe, but when 
Comnems found that it did no good, he would not permit his Men fo freely to 
go abroad, which the Domeftick and the Macedonians efpecially judged to pro¬ 
ceed from fear, and therefore refolved to give him Battel. The reft afienting, 
they removed and pitched at a Place called P'etroa , fome fifteen Furlongs diftant 
from the Enemy. Comnenus his Men now calling for Battel afwell as they he led 
our, and prepared to light. The left Wing he committed to Ambujlus , the right 
tei cnfued Bat ' t0 Somanus Sclents, and he himfelf led the middle Battel. The Domeftick and 
te cn ue ‘ Aaron in forming their Battalia committed their left Wing to Bafilius Trachaniotes, 
then Captain of the Weft, and the moft eminent of all the Macedonians , and the 
right Wing Aaron led himfelf affifted by thefe Officers, Lycanthes, Pyemius and 
Randulph the Patritian a Frank. They fought in a Place called Ades by the In¬ 
habitants, and at firft Aaron feemed to have gotten the Day, for he beat theoppo- 
fite Wing, took Romanus Sclerus Prifoner, and drove them back as far as their 
Camp, which he might have taken, and obtained a full Vi&ory had he not been 
too cautious, for Comnems had alfo the worft of it, and had thoughts of flying 
back to Nice. But Ambuflus bore down all oppofite to him where he fought, 
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S£S'® nd P urfuil ?S th ® m t0 d^Camp broke into it, and having plunderedlhelT 
better. Tents cut them down, which fight fo animated Comnenus and his Souldiers and 
on the contrary difeouraged the Souldiers of Aaron , that the Emperour’s Party 
was defeated, a great Multitude falling in the Fight, and efpecially of Macedonians 
both Officers and Souldiers,- and not a few were taken Prifoners. This ill Suc- 
cefs fo perplexed Michael , that he had fent to Comnenus and offered to laydown 
if thofe about him had not kept hirn from it, and urged him rather to dye -han 
quit the Supreme Dignity. However certain of the chiefeft Senatours, and Men 
of the greateft Wifedom were fent to treat with him, viz. Conflantine Leichudes 
Theodorus Alopus who had both the Title of Proedri or Prefidents, and Conftan- 
tine Pfe/lus chief of the Philofophers, who offered him to be adopted Cafar 
The Empe- and Pardon and Indemnity to all his Followers. The Souldiers would not hear r ’ 
Conditfonsto thls > nor P ermit ' as the y faid > that their General ffiould be feen in an Habit infe- 
him. nour to what he wore at prefent, which yet they were thought to fpeak more 
out of Flattery than Defign. However Comnems took the Mefiengers afideand 
told them as a fecret, that he Ihould very willingly admit of their Propofals 
provided the Emperour would indulge him fome of his Power, fo as to be able 
to reward thofe that had ferved him. 


verai Aniwers m Writing, ot which that which was made known, with Scorn 
rejected the Conditions, but the other accepted them. The old Man was over¬ 
joyed to hear of his Acceptance, and returned, that it ihould not be long before 
he took him to be his Collegue in the Empire, though for fome Reafons at firft 
he muft defer it. With which Mefiage he fent the Senatours back together with 
Promife of Confirmation of what had been granted before, and of eftablifhing 
the Officers of Comnenus m their prefent Employments. Comnems and all the reit 
liked well enough of it, and required a Confirmation by a Golden Bali- onelv 
Ambuflus oppofed, who would by all means have the old Man depofed and 
contended that whom they had already depriv’d by Oath, they could not without 
Perjury re-admit to the Throne, and he urged that if they laid down their Arms 
the Iflue wou d be that Comnenus would be poyfon’d, and they for their ihares 
ffiould have their Eyes pull’d out of their Heads. And to this Cedrems adds, that 
the Senatours themfelves did prevaricate and perfwade Ambuflus, , that he ihould 
thus oppofe the Articles of the Treaty, and moreover made Comnems to believe 
that the People at Conflantinople did greatly affe<ft him, where Ihould he but 
once Ihew his Face, the old Man would quickly be depofed, and he be put into 
his pkee with umverfal fatisfadion and appiaufe. While thus the Negotiation was 
dmurbed, the Emperour himfelf by his falfe and underhand dealing, went about 
But not inren If w ^ ia ^ ^ ad readily promifed, and by endeavouring to keep by 

ding to per- deceit f uE jneans loft all. By gifts afwell as good words and promifes, he now en- 
form them, deavoured to oblige all the People, and having fo made his way caufed both Se¬ 
natours, and the Citizens to fubferibe a Writing, and take an Oath with direfull 
Imprecations, that they would never give to Comnems the Title of Emperour 
i nor own « im for their Sovereign Lord, which they took being overpowered and 
Comnenus far diftant as yet from the City. But he being now come nearer, and 
lodging at Damatrys within lefs tljaij a Days Journey, by break of day feveral 
Senatours and others came to the great Church, and required the Patriarch to 
come to them to confult of an important Affair. The Patriarch ffiut his Doors 
and reiufed to come to them, but fent two of his Kinfmen to know their bufinefs* 
on whom the Company by this time much increafed laid hands, and threatned to’ 
ltrangle them except he would come down. Hereat he came down in Pontifica- 
Itbus, as he pretended unwillingly, though fome were of opinion that he did 
but counterfeit, and they compafling him about required him to go from 
$ 3 ? ■?/? E ? 1 P erou l r ’ demand back again the Writing which They had 
lubfcnbed, for feeing he had declared Comnenus ffiould be his Succeffour they 
muft either incur Perjury or very much danger by oppofing him. The Pa¬ 
triarch bid thein be of good chear, and gave them good words, and this ap¬ 
peared alfo to be a pretended and feigned bufinefs. For omitting this they 
ihortly alter declared by Common conlent, Comnenus to be Emperour and all 
But i. forced ° P p° fe ^ hin L fll0U | d lofe . their Eftates > and be accounted Enemies of the 
to it by the R^ pire ' J h i 1S the Patnardl procured and decreed in the Church, and 

Revolters arid -COT Mellengei'9 both to Comnenus and Stratioticus , to the one that he would 
the Patriarch, hafte to the City, and to the other that he would refign, and depart from the 
• Palace which did not belong to him,- whereby he lhewed that he had been 
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the Authour and Principal caufe of the Revolt. The Biffiops or Metropolitans, 
as Cedrenus calls them, that went to Stratioticus , delivering their Mefiage, he de¬ 
manded what the Patriarch would give him in exchange for the Empire, to 
which they replied The Kingdom of Heaven , whereupon he put off the Purple 
and Violet ihoes, and took the Habit of a private Man; although Cedrenus 
idlely thinks the Patriarch’s promife to have been fcarcely valid, except he had 
returned to a private Life at the beginning of the Defe&ion, and thereby 
prevented the effufion of fo much Bloud as had been ihed before his con- 
. ft rained Refignation; as if alawfull Prince was bound to give way to anUfur- 
McL'hsL. per. Stmloticus being departed to his own Houfe in the Caftle, after he had 
riotkus re- Reigned one year* Ambuftus Curopalates by order of Comnenas , the next Day be- 
iigns, and I- in g t he laft of Auguft , in the Tenth Indi&ion, A. D. M.LVII. together with 
,!ema 'nffume* many Noblemen took poffeflion of the Palace. At Evening Comnenas himfelf > 
the Govern- mac j e hi s Entry, arid the next Day being the firftof September , in the Eleventh 
ment - Iridi&iori, going in afolemn Proceflion to the great Church, and there being on 
a Scaffold crowned by the Patriarch, was., declared Emperour of the Romans. 

Here the Hiftory of Cedrenus leaves him and us. 

ijj. Ifaacius Comnenas having obtained the Empire, is faidtohave afcribed it 
not to Almighty God but himfelf, and his military skill,which they thence gather, gmtras. 
becaufe he immediately caufed Money to be damped with his Image, holding 
a drawn Sword. But fuch Men as had affifted him he largely rewarded, and took 
care when they had their Money that they departed home, left being together 
in the City they ftiould devife fome new thing, and make any Commotion a- 
mongft the People. The Patriarch he exceedingly Reverenced, and highly pre¬ 
ferred his Nephews. Whereas the provifion of things for the Church for¬ 
merly belonged to the Oeconoms , and Keeper of theVeffels, whom the Empe¬ 
rour was wont to Name $ for his fake left the Difpofition of thefe matters ab- 
folutely to the Patriarch. His Wife he now named Emprefs, and to his Brother 
John gave the Offices of Curopalates and Grand Domeflick. Whereas he took 
notice that his Predeceflours ever fmee the time of Baftlius Porphyrogenitus, had 
ill diftributed and employed the Revenue, making odd Aflignments, as of 
fome to Monafteries and the reft to the gratifying of their pleal'ures and Appe¬ 
tites whereby theTreafury was ever kept empty, he would 'doe this not by de¬ 
grees, as a good States-man imitates a skilfull Phyfician, but on a fudden and all at' 
once, as if he had ftamped the Sword in his Hand upon the Coin, not fo much 
tofignifie what a Fighter, but a Reformer and Cutter of ill Members and Diftem- 
pers from the Commonwealth he meant to be. The Atfts of Stratioticus he abro¬ 
gated without deftindtion, took away all he had given, and not onely his, but 
He is very fe- 0 f other Emperours he refeinded, therein fparing neither the Senatour, 

V£re ' if concerned nor thofe of the Common fort. Daily in thole courfes he grew more 
levere, and at length fell upon the Monafteries to which he affigned onely Necef- 
fades, and took the reft of their Revenues to his own ufe. By thefe means he in¬ 
curred the Odium of all forts, and forgetting on what Rock his Predeceffour had 
fplit of Souldiers as well as of the reft, no advice, reprehenfion, fear or hatred 
being of power fufficient to reftrain him. As for reprehenfions he wanted them 
not, the Patriarch being very infolent in that 1 ’oint, that if he had not what he as¬ 
ked he would not onely upbraid him, but threaten as he had let him up to pull 
him down again, which he not brooking, and to prevent mifehief Baniffied the 
Prelate together with his Nephews, whom yet he reftored to their former 
Dignities again, when ihortly after their Uncle died. He preferred to be Patriarch 
Confiantine Lichudes the Prefident and Protoveftiarius , but not till fuch times as 
he had wrung out of his Hands the Charter of Privileges and Immunities granted 
by Monomachus , to his Monaftery of Mangana. 

He hail fome 156. He had fome Bickerings with the Hungarians and Patzinaca , both of 
skirmiihes w hom without much trouble asked Peace. But as he lay at the end of Septem- 
with the Him- ^ ftt Lo y iUS ^ fo great a quantity of Rain and Snow fell, that he and his Army 
g eat^mca. were both in danger to milcarry,and he was juft but removed from under a great' 

Oak when the Tree fell, for which to teftifie his Deliverance he built a Church 
to St. Theila, on whofe Day he efcaped the Danger, but fuch a Building as tefti- 
fied the meannefs of his Spirit, which his Coufin and Succeflour John the Son of 
Alexius afterward repaired moft Magnificently, in the Name of our- Saviour 
Jefus Chrift. Not long after Comnenas devefted himfelf of the Empire, which 
how it came about, Writers do not agree. Moft faid that as he was Hunting 
he was blafted with a- Wind or with Lightning, and thence contracted fuch a 
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commmis Diftemper, that defpairing of Recovery, and fenfible how he came by hisPow- 
rhufec™-™ er > t0 Obliterate his Offence in fome manner, he laid down what he had un- 
Jhtntine Du- juftly taken up. And in the choice of a Succeflour he would not be fwayed by 
Succdfour * an y carnal re P ort > neither making choice of John his Kinfman, Theodorus Docia- 
nus his Sifter’s Son, nor his Daughter’s Husband, but pitched upon Confiantine 
Ducas the Prefident, whom he thought very fit and able for the difeharge of fo 
great a Place, and then retired into a Monaftery, where he difeharged all the 
meaneft Offices, and lived the remainder of his Days, after he had Reigned two 
years and three months. A Man, to fpeak of his good afwell as bad qualities 
very Stout, arrogant in his Difpofition, very quick indifpatch ofBufinefs, and 
moft skilfull in Military matters $ not Learned himfelf, but a lover and encoura- 
ger of Learned Men. A Man exceeding Chaft, infomuch as being from Home 
felling ill, and told by Phyficians that the Company of a Woman would re¬ 
lieve him, he refufed utterly to meddle with any other than his own Wife, whofe 
Name was Aecatharina, a Lady very Vertuous and Religious. When his Ambi¬ 
tious affedring the Empire was objected to him, he faid, that, He could not 
bear the Reign of a Fellow-Servant who denied him his juft Reward. 

Confiantine l S 7 • Confiantine (Ducas) the Twelfth of that Name, thus without any trouble 
Ducas Empe- became Emperour of Conftantinople , in the thirteenth Indkftion, A.D. M.LX. 
rour - He began his Reign with a Promotion of feveral Perfons, and Reftitution of 
thofe whom Comnenus had fpoiled of their Dignities. Yet was his Life preient- 
ly laid at by fome Confpiratours, who to make him come by Boat out of the 
Countrey where he was diverting himfelf, made a ftory be told him that there 
was an Infurredtion in the City ; and then had corrupted the Matters of his 
a Confpiracy GalI y> called Protocarabi to Drown him. He hearing of the Tumult halted in- 
againft his deed to Conftantinople; but it happened that his Gaily was not then at Hand, fo as 
p£ed but lle took anotller Boat > and the Confpiratours meeting it refolved to run over his 
Boat, and fo to fink him, which they were attempting, when thofe in the Vef- 
fel with him by their, loud cries and warning fo affrighted the Rowers, that 
they had no power but to obey. Yet upon Difcovery of the Treafon, he con¬ 
tented himfelf onely by confifcating the Eftates of the Traitours. He boafted 
himfelf to be Defcended of the Family of the Ancient Dacte, Andronicas Panthe- 
rius and Confiantine, but that Family when Confiantine afledted the Empire, was 
fubverted in the Reign of Confiantine the Son of Leo the Philofopher,yet under Age 
no Heirs Male being left; fo that his Anceftours were faid to claim from a Woman’ 
and he was thought no Genuine and true Ducas, but as it were fuch by adulterati¬ 
on, and therefore by moft was by way of Diminution not called Ducab ut Daciza. 

But he was a Man Pious towards God, of good Morals, and a lover of Juftice: of 
none of the quickeft Wits, but a lover of plain dealing artdfincere Men, but lo¬ 
ved Money exceedingly; and it was his care how to invent ways of encreafing 
hisTreafure - Two things therefore he efpecially employed himfelf in: in encrea- 
eventoX°al Sfin g the Publick Revenue, by felling Places, and new farming out the Cuftoms- 
molt mine of and in hearing of Caufes and deciding Controverfies, wherein he did not always 
the Empire, obferve the Prefcript of Laws, but fometime ufed his Will for Law, and other- 
whiles had refpedt to Perfons. And as he was hard and tenacious, this was his 
Maxim, “ By no means to make War, but by fair means to take off’all Nations 
“ from their Hoftilities, both to fave the great expence of Expeditions, and that 
“ he might not be diverted from attending the Trade of getting Money. This 
caufed him to negledt his Mufters, and even to Disband the molt Valiant and fit 
for Service, as it happened, whereby the Barbarous Nations grew more bold 
and got Ground of this Roman Empire. 

if8. In the Eaft fome of the Provinces were harafled, and fome fubdued by 
the Neighbouring Nations : neither were thofe of the Weft in a good condition 
The va in- becaufe the Souldiers were both few and lazy. The Z>zi a Scythian People ha- 
feft the Em- ving Beaten and taken Prifoners Magifier Nicephorus Bataniates and Magifier Ba - 
pire * filius Apocopes paffed the River I(ler, and having wafted all the Countrey near to 
it, proceeded into Macedonia , and thence into Greece ,‘ making havock of all 
things, which though it much troubled the Emperour, yet that he might not 
fpend any thing would he notraifeany Forces, faying, that The Enemy could not 
be Beaten back , but endeavoured by Gifts to take off their Captains. But being revi¬ 
led for fuffering the Empire out of his miferablenefs to mifearry, he marched out 
of the City againft the Enemy, but as is reported, with no more than an hundred 
and fifty Men, and for getting more, and Conquering the Barbarians, betook 
himfelf rather to his Prayers than any other means, and they fo well fucceeded, 

that 
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that when he was confidering how to raife an Army, News was brought, that , 
there was no Enemy left againft which to fend it ; for the Patzimca and BuU 
But are de- garians had fain upon the Vzi, wearied and weakned, and had utterly cut themoff^ 
ftroyed by the their Captains hardly efcaping over Jfter. This happened in the fixth year of hi$ 
fnd % 7 igari- Reign, preceded by a great Earthquake which happened on the twenty third of 
am. September, by which many Churches and Houfeswere overturned. In the month 
of May, the fourth Indi&ion appeared a Comet, following the Sun, at firft of 
the bignefs of the full Moon, but as its Tail encreafed, fo the Body of it feemed 
to diminilh: it was feen for forty days with its Tail turned toward the Eaft. 

By this time the Emperour had contra&ed a Difeafe, which made him defpair 
of life , and to apply himfelf to fettle matters relating to the Government 
conftamine anc j Succeffion. By Eudocia his Wife he had three Sons, whereof Michael and 
appoints^* Andronicus when a private Man,, but Conftantine after he was Emperour, who 
three Sons, upon this account was the onely Porphyrogenitus, and for that caufe was firft 
Conftantine, adorned with Enfigns of Empire. Afterwards he named Emperours the 0- 
AndrZtiu? thertwo, and left the Empire to them all, but Named his Wife their Emprefs 
under them- and Lady, and left the management of Affairs to her, for which lhe feemed to 
g on of the jf him fit, afweli as for the Education of her Children: but firft he took an 
c,°to e fufceed Oath from her committed to Writing, and left with the Patriarch, that lhe 
him. would not Marry again: as he exacted the dike from the Senatours, that they 
would admit none but his Sons for Emperours. He had made his Brother Cafar , 
and ufed him as his Councillour and Afliftant in his moft important and fecret 
bufinefs. Though he himfelf was unlearned, yet he reverenced Learned Men, 
being wont to fay, that He had rather been enolled by Learning than Sovereignty. 

For ftich as Confpired againft him he faid he would ufe them no worfe than to 
And dies, AD. ufe them for Slaves, the Laws having deprived them of Liberty. Dying after 
m. lxvii. a R e ig n 0 f feven years and fix months, leaving (as we faid) the Adminiftration 
to his Wife, fo that as we began the Second Part of our Hiftory with a Conftan¬ 
tine, we conclude this with one j and as we began this Part with a Woman, at 
the Time of Charles the Great, fo now we end at one in the Year M. LXVII. 

' ' the year following the Conqueft of England by Duke William the Norman. 
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' A Balgians are forced to Jubmit 

to the Romans 412, Renew 
the League 4x5-. 

Y ^ Adaluald King of the Lom- 
lards in Italy 44, is de- 
... fofed 45. 

Africk fuljett to the Saracens is fetidly 
the lurks 447. 

MgW fubjefl to the Saracens 446, is 0- 
verrun by the Turks 447. 
iEHa arrives in Britain 95, is King of 
the South Saxons 139, begins the Ci¬ 
vil Wars 170, dies 140. 

Agilulf King of the Lombards 40, Demo- 
lijheth Padua and other places 4a, 
Crowns his Son 43, dies 44. 

Aiftulf King of the Lombards feizes on the 
Exarchate 6z, invades the Roman Ter¬ 
ritories 63, but is forc’d to quit them 
by Pi^in. 

Aldermen the feveral forts of ’them Z75, 
arid a8i. 

Ale and Alehoufes the Antiquity of them 
here 11 j. 

Allalengium what 41 6. 

Alexander Emperour his Character and 
Death 380. 

Alfred the firft anointed King of the Englifh 
Saxons in Britain 197, his Wars and . 
Peace with the Danes 198, is depofed * 
by them 199 , recovers his Kingdom l 
and renews the feace zoo, dies 203, 1 
his Character Z04, his Wife and Chil- i 
dren zoj, his Laws 297. 

Amalusrii 
Amalafunthd 3 5. 

Amazorts why fo feigned 15. 

Amphibalum what 103. 1 

Angli their firft Seats where 113 , the J 
Name whence 114, their Pojfejfion here 
I3Z. B 

Angles-Eaft their Kingdom here 157, to B 
the mine of it 158. 


nan tncir ningaom nere 159, 
to the end of it 167, the valuation of 
t them 307. 

v Angles-Northumbrian their Kingdom here 

. 1 4 3 > the divifionof it 145, and end 1 < 6. 

- Arabians invade the Empire 343, making 

- other inroads are fuppreft 41 6, again 
4 Z 7* # 

v Aremorica feiz d on ly the Britains 107. 
who fix there 108. 

■ Aribert the firft King of the Lombards 47, 

„ divides the Kingdom and dies, ibid. 
Anbert the fecond 5 3 , is drowned c<. 
Arioald 45', dies 4 6. 

Arthur King of the Britains 97, his Wars 
9 °> 99 > death arid interment 101. 
Algardiani who 8. 

Afpracavia or upper Media fubmits to the 
Empire 419, is invaded by the Turks 
M7-> again 448. 

Afpurgiani who 8. 

Affyrhfubjed to the Saracens 44 6, is 0- 
vercome by the Turks 447. 

Athalarick King of the Oftrogoths in Italy 

Athelftan Monarch of the Englifh Saxons 
116, invades Scotland zi 7 , kills the 
King thereof zi8 , forces the Weljh 
\ King to pay. him Tribute Z19, dies 
izo, his Laws 304, &c. 

Attrebatii who 133. 

Aurelius Ambrofius King ^Britain gz 
his Wars with the Saxons 93 , he dies 0 / 
Auftria what 56. 

Authari King of the Lombards in Italy 3 8 
his Conqueft 39, Death 40. 


B Abylon inhabited by the PerfiansAio, 

But ftillfubjetl to the Saracens 446 
is fetid on by the Turks 447. 
Batdan.us the Vfur per is Jhaven 34a, 
Bardas Phocas General of the Eaft ufurps 
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401, but is forced to take Orders 401, 
recall'd 409, and made General againjl 
ScIerus 4io, is fainted Emperour 411, 
but poiloned 413. 

Bai'das Sclerus ufurps 407, defeats the 
Emperour s Forces 408, feijes on the 
Citj of Nice 409, is beaten and impri- 
foned at Babylon 4x0, releafed 41 2, 
fets up again, but after quitting his 
pretenfipns 413, is kindly received bp 
the Eihperottr 414. 

Bafilius his Pedigree 367 , made Empe¬ 
rour 368, wafles the Territories of mi-\ 
Iitene and ManicheeY 369, invades'Sy- 
ria370, relieves the Weflern part of 
the Empire 371, his Wars in the Eaft 
372, Crimes laid to his charge 373, 
he dies 374 , new models the Civil 
Law 380. 

Bafilius Son to Romanus crown d 393, 
fucceeds with his Mother 394, begins 
to reign 407, invades Bulgaria 411, de¬ 
feats their Army 41 6, his Character 
417, after feveral other .expeditions he 
reduces Bulgaria under the obedience of 
the Empire 420, returns to Conftan- 
tinople 422, forces the Abafgians to 
fubmit j ibid, dies 423. 

BelgaeW-w 133. 

Bernicii the feveral Kings thereof 14 7, 
its Limits 155. 

Bertarid King of the Lombards in Italy 47, 
dies 57. 

Bocland what 283, the manner of pafftng 
it, and by whom tenable 285, its dif¬ 
ference with Folcland 28 6, its jurif- 
diclion and privileges 287, 

Boetius his Character 3 x. 

Breden what 209. 

Brigantes h>/;o 133. 

Brifains their CharaSlerthen 83, and 111, 
their Language 106, their famous Men 
112; their Countrey how then caWd 
114, an account of them that ivere ex¬ 
pelled by the Saxons, Angles and Jutes 
133, their Countrey called England 
187. 

Bulgari invade the Roman Pale 343, fall 
upon Mefymbria 346, and defeat Mi¬ 
chael the Emperour 347, are beaten by 
Leo 348, raife the fiege of Conftanti- 
nople/or Michael Balbus 3 54, quarrel 
with the Empire 375", which ends in a 
Peace 376, another quarrel with them 
381 , incamping near Conilantinople 
382, befteging Adrianople 383, thence 
to Conilantinople again 384 , they 
make frefh incur [tons 386, laying fiege 
to Adrianople 387, invading Macedo¬ 
nia are met and a League (truck up with 
the Romans 388, Civil Wars at home 
389, the League with the Romans re¬ 
newed 394, their Countrey invaded by 
the Ruffians 340, feifedon by them 400, 


invaded by the Empire 401, their King 
I taken and Countrey fubdued 403, they 
invade the Weflernparts of the Empire 
410, are invaded by the Emperour 411, 
they again inf eft the Empire 415-, but 
after feveral expeditions their Coun¬ 
trey is wholly reduced to the obedi¬ 
ence of the Empire 420, they re¬ 
volt 434, but are reduced again 43 6, 
■; feme bickerings with them 462, they 
-■ defeat the Via, who return from wafl- 
} ing the Enypire,^6^. 

Jlurghmot ffwhat 182. ; - 


G Antium whence fo called 133.' 

Celtofcitha? whence fojcalled 120. 
Ceorles who 28 5,the value of their Heads 
306. 

Cerdick lands in Britain 5, begins theKing- 
dom of the Weft Saxons 168, dies 169. 
Charles King of the Franks invades Italy 
AS, makes a new donation to the See of 
Rome 64, conquers Defiderius King of 
the Lombards in Italy 70, iff crowned 
King there 7 5, fettles the Government 
76, wakes his Son his Collegue 77^ is 
created Emperour by Pope Leo 80. 
Ghatzaria the Region fubmits to the Em¬ 
pire 419. 

Cnichefter when and by whim built 141. 
Clito and Clitunculi who 273/ 

Cnute King of the Danes 2 3 8,-ivaftes Eng¬ 
land 239, is Collegue with Edmund 
King of the Englifh Saxons 141, is foie 
Monarch .here 242, divides the King¬ 
dom into four parts 243 , beats the 
Swedes and Norwegians 247, fupprefi- 
feth the Rebels in Scotland 247, his 
Character and Death, ibid, his Laws 
322 ,&c. 

Conftantine Porphyrogenitus Emperour 
382, recalls Zoe his Mother 383, is 
feis'don by Romanus 3 84, depofith Zoe 
his Mother and marries 3 85, admits Ro¬ 
manus to ufurp 386, depofith him 390, 
affumes the Government 391, dies 392. 
Conftantine X. fucceeds 394, begins to 
reign with Bafilius 407, is file Empe¬ 
rour 423 , his management of affairs 
and death 424. 

Conftantine Monomachu s Emperourfends 
an Army againjl the Trabelli 440, fup- 
preffes Maniazes the Z)fur per in Italy 
422, defeats the Roffians 443 , takes 
Anium and Armenia the Great 444, 
fuppreffes another Civil War 44 6, his 
Dominions invaded by the Turks 447, 
taking one of his Generals which he re¬ 
deems 449, defeats the invading Pat- 
zimcce 450, oppofes the Turks 451, and 
Patzinacce 452, with the whole force of 
the Empire 473, another expedition a- 
gainfl them t and then a Truce for thir¬ 
ty 


The TABLE. 


ty years 47 7, his management of affairs 
and death 476. 

Conftantine Ducas XII. Emperour 4A3, 
dies 464. 

Corbati fubmit to the Roman yoke 422. 

Coritani who 133. 

Counts the antiquity of them 278. 

Cunibert King of the Lombards in Italy 
71, kills Alachis the Vfur per 72, 
dies 73. 


I Ed S«i m chof Saxons 


D Anes a Catalogue of their Kings 127, 
their Wars with the Saxons 126, 
an account of their firfl arrival in Bri¬ 
tain 183, the time when 187, fever ail 
Battels fought with various, fuccefs 190, 
they fack Winckefter 192, invade Mer¬ 
cia 123, forcing the Saxons to purchafe 
peace 198, which they break 199, a 
League enfues 200, other Companies ar¬ 
rive 201, more 208, but are warmly 
received 210, mo ft of them fubmit 214, 
they fiizeon York 21 5 , wafting Eaft 
England and other parts 229, which 
they conquer 237, and at length become 
Maflers of all England 242, the be¬ 
ginning of their Monarchy here 243, 
domineering, over the Englifh 271, till 
the end of it 272, the Laws made by 
their Kings here 322, &c. 

Danegeld what 2 36, remitted 377, the 
original of it 3 28. 

Danmonii who 133. 

Deiri the feveral Kings thereof 147, its 
Limits 177. 

Defiderius King of the Lombards in Italy 
66, invades the Exarchate 67, is bea¬ 
ten thence 68, delivers up himfilf and 
Kingdom 70. 

Diceratum what 342. 

Dikes four of them and where 209. 

Dimet£e who 133. 

Dower the form thereof 314, how much 
was wont to be afftgned 317. 

Drinclean zu/iw/ 328. - 
Dubonii who 133. 

Durotriges who ibid. 


E Dgar Monarch of the Englifh Saxons 
222, his Naval preparations 223, 
he deftroys the Wolves 227, dies 226, 
his Laws 316. 

Edmund Monarch of the Englifh Saxons 
220, is ftab’d at Puckle-Church in 
Gloucefterfliire 221. 

Edmund ftf named Irortfide Monarch of 
the Englifh Saxons 240, fights with the 
Danes 241, but divides the Kingdom 
with them and dies 242, his Laws I 

311, Gpv. 


3 ,1 Edward the Elder conquers the Eaft Xu- 
&S Ij8, joyns the Mercian K iJ( m 
tohisma i<, 7 , is Monarch of the Eng. 
M Saxons 1 07, quell, „ nddim, %. 

, i me% r\'/ ne l the Dmes “ 

ly 214, fubdues the Scots 21c. diet hie 
*> a "A ch ’ l pen, ibid, his Laws \oi 

Edward Monarch Of the Englifh Salons 

Edward /fo Confiffour Monarch of the En- 
r, gltjh Saxons 272, Marries 273, ba- 
}, mjkes the Danes 274, remits the tax 
K Of Danegeld 277, is kind to Foreigners, 

xl ibid, upon winch civil Commotions arife 
which end in the banijhment of 
fime Normans 278, he dies, bis Cha- 

e wa n 64 ’ lein & the la fi Ki »g of the 

a Weft Saxon Family, ibid, his Laws 

- 

> Si! ifT^fff^E^ifh Saxons 222. 

I ff Saxm in Britain 

l tesi\t h E L gHJhKin & dom °f the Ju- 
J\r tt theEa fl Saxons 143 , an d 
6 °f *he Northumbrian Angles, \s the 
- firft Englifh Monarch 1^7,dies ,ibid. 

England when firft fi called 187. 

I LvighihSaxon Monardy begun 187, over- 

■ r **' hy th j Danes 243, reftored 272, 

5 Conquered by the Normans 270, their 

' • Government what 272, their Governours 
who 271, in Parliament 277, out of 
Parliament 276, the publick Divifion 

■ and Government of the Land 278, the 
Government of Cities and great Towns 
2 . 81 , the private Divifion and Govern- 

, m f n * °f the Land 282, the original of 
their Laws what 290, their Laws made 
by feveral Kings 2 9 i,& c . their valu¬ 
ation of Mens Heads 3 0 6, of Mens 
Oaths 307, their pmifhmentfor Crimes, 
andfattsfactum what 308, their Money 
3 09, Theft made capital by them 3 n 
their manners & rites of Marriage 313* 
their form of endowing 314, what, and 
how much they gave to their Wives -xsc 
Ale and Alehoufis inufiewith them 317’ 
Juries 318, {§■ 221, their Wealth and 
Taxes what 334, their Cufloms, Dif- 
pofitms and Courage 337, their com¬ 
putation of Time 336, their manner of 
pafftng Lands and Writing 338, the 
antiquity of their Language 3 39. 

Ethelred Monarch of the Englifh Saxons 
192, oppofis the invading Danes 19 c, 
dies 1 9 6. 1 

Ethelred Monarch of the Englifh Saxons 
227, buys off the invadingDanes 228 
pays a ficond fumm to them 229, a 
third 230, maflers them here 231 
pays a fourth fumm 233, raifis a Tax 
for Shipping 234, quits his Kingdom 
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2,37, recovers, it and dies 240, his 
Laivs, 316, &c. 

Ethelwolf Monarch of'the Englifh Sax¬ 
ons 188, his Genealogy 191, and Wealth 

. * 9 2 ; 

Eudocia Emprefs 454. 

Exarchate fuljelt to the Empire 38, fei- 
'fed on by the Lombards 62, delivered, 
tip to the Bifhop o/Rome with aft- ac¬ 
count of Cities 6$, invaded by the Lom¬ 
bards 67, but a new Grant thereof made 
to the See of Rome 69. 


JP’E Ewhat 182, the antiquity of them 

Feoda whence fo called 70, its Origine 7 r, 
the forfeiture and feveral forts of them 
73 *. 

Fee-tail the antiquity of it 300; 

Fewds deadly or enmity the Law of them 
3 12 * 

Folkland what 28, by whom tenable 
287, its difference with Bock land 286. 

Folcmote two forts of them 282. 

. Franks invade Italy 64, give up the Ex¬ 
archate and Pentapolis to the Pope 65, 
another expedition thither-. 68, making 
a new donation to the See of Rome 69, 
they feize on Italy 70, fettle the Govern¬ 
ment there 76, their King crowned by 
Pope Leo 80, they take all Italy except 
four Cities from the Empire 441. 

Friburg what 288. 

Fridgild what 308. 


G Adani who 133. 
Gani who 238, 


Gani who 238, 

Gaftald what 283. ... , 

Gepidaz who and why fo called 12. 

Gefithcundmon who 29 5.. 

Gild the fgnif cation of it 299. 

Gildwite what 323. 

Glocefter whence fo called 171; 

Godabert King of the Lombards in Italy 
47, is Jlain by his Brother 48. . 

Godwin Earl of Kent 284, is privy to 
the death of Alfred 249, is made Earl I 
of the Well Saxons 251, affifls in re-‘ 
ftoring of Edward 252, Marries his 
Daughter to him 273, he and his Sons 
take up Arms 25 6, and go into Flan¬ 
ders but are reflored and he dies 25-8, 
his Lffue 259 , his obtaining of Bofe- 
ham 262. 

Gothi minores who 16. 

Goths the original of them 7, their fr(l 
excurfions 10, their Habits 18, their 
Kingdom in Italy wholly dejlroyed 3 6. 

Gregory Bijhop of Rome 41. 

Gregory II. abfolves the Subjells of the 
Emperour from their Allegiance 78. 


Gregory III. 5-9. 
Greves who 281. 


H Ardecnute King of Denmark 248, 
vifits his Mother at Bruges 249 
is the lafi King of the Danifh Monarch 
tn Britain 250, dies 251. 

Harold Monarch of the Danes in Britain 
248, his way to fecurebimfelf Z4q he 
dies 250. , 

Harold the Son of Godwin takes up Arms 
againjl King Edward 256, runs for 
Ireland, ibid, returning is reflored to 
his EftatezqS, chaflhes the Welfh Re¬ 
bels 260, is Shipwreckt 262, his En¬ 
gagement with Duke William of Nor¬ 
mandy 263, he is chofen Monarch of 
the Englijh Saxons 2 65 , defeats the 
Norwegians and Tofti his own Brother 
who invaded the Land 267, he ima¬ 
ging with Duke William isflain 269, 
Several mifedrriages of him 271. 
Healsfange what 313. 

Heaften the Dane arrives in Britain 201. 
but is cut off 202. 

Hengift WHorfa with their Saxons ar- 
nve in Britain 90, & I3 o, when and 
where they landed 131, begin the King¬ 
dom of the Jutes in Kent 133, cdufe a 
Maffacre and are flam 134. 

Heregeld what 334. 

Heretocbs who 277. 

Heriot the rates of them 326. 

Heruli their Kingdom in Italy 1, to the 
ruine of it 6, their originally. 

Hide of Land what 279. 

Hildebrand King of the Lombards in Ita-t 

ly 6u 

Hinguar and Hubba the Danes arrive in 
Britain 83, the reafon of their coming 
184, the time 187, where they landed, 
* 93 > ore Jlain 199. 

Hornegeld what 335-. 

“Howell the Welfh King 219. 

Hundred what and whence fo called 278, 
the occafion of it 279, the Government 
thereof 280. 

Hunns their original 14, the defeription 
1 of them 15. 

I. 

I Ceni who and whence fo called 133. - 
Ida begun the Kingdom of the Nor¬ 
thumbrian Angles in Britain 143, his 
Cbaratter 144, Death 14?. 

Ina feifes on the Kingdom of the South 
Saxons in Suflex 141, being King of 
the Wed Saxons in Britain 177, unites 
the Britijh and Englifh by Marriage 
178, his Laws 292,(50. 

Indi&ions what 23. 

Infangthef what 287. 

Ingui- 
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JnguinariaPelHsnArt 39. 

Inundations moft fevere 301.-- - 

Ireland invaded by Egfrid King of the 
Northumbrian Angles in Britain 151, 
the caufe of it 

Irene the Emprefs dies in banijhment 341. 

Ilaacius Comnenus faluted Emperour by 
the Army 4 $4* ff me * the Government 
462, lays it down 463. 

Italy overrun by Odoacer King of the 
Heruli , who is beaten by Theodorick 
King of the .Goths . 6, who reigis, there 
19,' but are wholly, driven thence by 
Narfes the Roman General .3.6, feized 
on by the Lombards 38,, invaded by 
the Saracens 47, an expedition .made 
thither by Conftans the Emperour. 49, 
Stirsamongthe Lombards there 56 , in¬ 
vaded by the Franks 67, again 62, who 
feize on the Kingdom of the Lombards 
there 70 , fettle the Government 76 , 
and their King being created Emperour 
reduces it into the form of a Province 
80, all of it taken from the Roman Em¬ 
perour except four Cities 441. 

Jutes their original 8, their firft Seats 
123, their name whence 124, theirpof- 
feffions in Britain 132, the beginningof 
their Kingdom in Kent 13 <?, the end of 
it i\ 2 . . 

K. 

K Enli whence fo called 13 3, the King¬ 
dom of the Jutes begun there 134, 
ended 138. 

Kings of England how they ftyled them- 
Jelves 27 3, the valuation of their Heads 
then 306, their ufual Subfidies, Reve¬ 
nues and profits 3 34.• 

Kingfton whence fo called. 


L AlHite what 304. 

Laws of the Lombards the firft mo¬ 
del by King Rotharis 47, the fecond by 
King Gremoald 51 ; the third by King 
Liutprand $$, the fourth by King_ La- 
chis 61, their cuftomary ones 70, Wc. 
the original of the Englijh Saxon laws 
what 290, of the Common Law 291, 
written Laws made by feveral of the 
Englijh Saxon Kings 292,^0. 

The Civil Law new modelled by Bafdius 
and Leo VI. 379, 380; 

Leiden whence Jo called no. 

Leo V. Emperour beats the Bulgarians 348, 
his char alter 349, he is murthered 3fo. 
Leo VI ..Emperour 374, hath his Forces 
defeated by the Bulgarians ; 375, his 
Wives 376, he fends a Land Army.in¬ 
to the Eaft 377, is excommunicatedfor 
marrying thrice, ibid, which is taken off 
378, his Death 379, he new models 


• the Civil Laws. 8 q, 

Leth or Laths ivhat 304. /. . 

Liptprapd King of the Lombards in Italy 
5-5-, invadet h the Exarchate 56, turns 
it into a,Dukedom 57, he befieges Rome 
58, rafes it 59, makes a League with 
the Church for twenty years 60, in¬ 
vades the Exarchate again and dies 61. 
Lombards tfeir .original 14, their King¬ 
dom ereEed in Italy 38, their Habit 
what 41, their Kingdom in Italy wholly 
dejlroyed by the Franks 70, they revolt 
from the Romans 4 i 7. 


A yff iEgbote what 308. 

IVI Man the Jfland 147. . 

Marichefier whence jo called zi4> 

Manichees bejng perfected revolt from 
the Empire 363, wafting the dominions 
thereof 369 ,,but are wholly overcome } 70. 

Meanvari who 161. 

Michael Rangabes Emperour 34?, re- 
pells the invading Saracens 346, inga- 
ging with the Bulgarians is defeated 
347, and turns Monk 348. 

Michael Bajbus forceth Leo to ufurp 347, 
is made Patritian and Comes Excubi- 
torura 348, confpires againjl Leo 349, 
is faluted Emperour 350, his Char alter 
35-1, a Rebellion againjl him 352, be¬ 
ing befiegedin Conttantinople 353, is 
relieved by the Bulgarians and puts the 
Rebels to death 3 54, finifbes the Civil 
War 3 $ $, Marries a veil'd Virgin 356, 
dies 357. . 

Michael 111 . Emperour 363, makes War 
upon the Saracens but with ill fuccefs 
364, his Character 365, and death 368. 

Michael IV. Emperour 430, makes his 
Nephew Csefar 431, makes a Trucewith 
the Saracens in /Egypt/or thirty years 
432, is very fickly 433, goes to Thef- 
faldnica 434, dies 436. 

Michael Caiaphates Emperour 437, turns 
Monk and hath his Eyespflt out 439. 

Michael Stratiaticus Emperour 457, his 
mkindnefs to the Souldters 459, makes 
them confpire againjl him , which ends 
in his depofition 462. 

Mortagon Prince of the Bulgarians re¬ 
lieves the befieged Emperour 3 54. 


N Euftria ivhat 56. 
Nicephorus En 


i\ Nicephorus Emperour 341, makes 
War upoft the Arabians 342, makes an 
expedition into Bulgaria 343 , but is 
there overthrown and Jlain 344, his 
Char alter 345. 

Nicephorus Phocas faluted' Emperour by 
the Army 344^ crowned at Conftanti- 
P p p nople 











tiriople 39^ makes War upon the Sa¬ 
racens 34 6, leads an Army into Cilicia 
3 97, ingages the Ruffians to invade Bul¬ 
garia 398, is murthered 19a. 

Nova Scythia whence fo called 8, & 120. 


O Aths hoiv valued by the Englifh Sa¬ 
xons 307. 

Odoacer King of the Heruli in Italy 1 
takes courfes to fecure his Intereft i. 
Confers the Rugi h is beaten by The- 
odorick the Oflrogoth 4, burns the Su- 
bttrbs of Rome 9, is fain 6. 

Ofradini who 133. 

Ordeal what 157, the manner ofExami- 
nations by a three-fold Ordeal 324. 
Ordovices who 13 3. 

Ofbogoths whence fo called 11, their 
Territories 17, their Kingdom begunin 
Italy 19, wholly dejlroyed 3 6 . 

Oule what. 209. 


P As\kmentEngliJh of whom it confifted 
z73, whenfummond 474. 

Patzinacas invade Bulgaria 414, infefi 
the Roman Coafl 4x7, again 43 a, their 
Countrey where 449, quarrelling with 
the Empire are beaten 4*0, which ends 
tn a Truce for thirty years, ibid, but 
they break it 451, defeating the Em- 
perour's Army fent againfl them 453, 
but come fhori home 454, another Ar¬ 
my fent againfl them and a Peace for 
thirty years 455, breaking it areforced 
to fubmit 46V,they defeat theVzi 464. 
Peace of the King what 319. 

Peuda 149, begins the Kingdom of the 
Mercian Angles, in Britain 15-4, his 
management of affairs and death 160. 
Pentapolis the Cities thereof 65. 

Pipin the Father of Charles the French 
King invades Italy 64 , whofe Son is 
crown d King thereof 77. 

Port arrives in Britain 97. 

Protoftrator what 274. 


l- Reafau what 199. 

Regni who 133, 
x Relief what 317. 

Repandune who 163, X g2. 

Robbers when fi called'^, hm 
mate a Troop of them, m Army hew 
■- many, ibid. J v 

RoUo with his Normans and Danes invade 
, France 198, which they harafs tidNeu- 
, jtm is afftgned them which they <all 
Normandy 201, they come hither 208 
• but are warmly received 210. 

Romanus feizes on Conftantine the Em¬ 
perour 3 84, Marripth his Daughter to 
ts crow "’d Emperour himfelf. 
frowns his Sons 387, is depofed 
and Jhaven 3 90. 

Romanus the Boy foie Emperour 392 ' 
crowns his Son m , dies 394. ' * 

Romanus IV. Emperour 4 z 4 ; makes an 

with lofs 426, which alters him for the 
mr/e 427, he i, poyfe m d lj tx the 
bmprejs 429. 

Rofli who 36s, invade Bulgaria 398 ' 
fetze on the Countrey 400, but are de- 

Rotha m King of the Lombards in Italy 
4 y> hzs Laws and Death aj, 

Roxilani Ruffi who invade the Roman 
- Coafls 389. . 


R Achis King of the Lombards in Italy 
6i, turns Monk 6z. 

Ravenna feifed by Odoacer n. llockt up 
by Theodorick 5, the Goths are Ma- 
fters of it 19, recovered for Juftinian 
the Emperour by Narfes 3 6, Governed 
by Exarchs 38, befteged by the Lom¬ 
bards 56, taken and turn d into a Duke- 
dom 57, recovered 58, once more be- 
fieged by the Lombards 61, and taken 
by them to the ruine of the Exarchate 
62, which they could not long keep 63, 


CAC what 287. 

O Sailbn and Saifoneag what 1x4. 
Saracens invading the Eafi are repel?d 
346 , again 352 ,theyfeize on thelfland 
Crete 3 56, Sicily and Calabria 357, 
defeat Theophilus the Emperour 3 eg 

invade the Territories e/Cermata^iSo’ 

beat the Emperour*s Forces 361, and 
rafe the City Amorium 362, wafte the 
Eajt 363, make another Incurfion on 
the Roman Coafts 364, but in the next 
are beaten themfelves 365,, . they of 
Tarlus renew their hoftility 370, Dal- 

thofe of Tarfus andCme iMfftll 
Empire 372, they of Africk take Syra- 
cufe 373, another Incurfion 37c. one 
more 376, they infeft the Sea Coafl377, 
renewing their excurfions are defeated 
V-ci * Ht in t ^ e next Venture remain 
Victours 3 79, they make Peace with the 
Empire 3 83, they o/Tripolis infeft the 
Coafl 387,. thofe of Syria defeated 
308, they of Chalope beaten 391, their 
Countrey invaded but with lofs to the 
Romans 392 , they are beaten on aU 
jutes by the Romans 393, (s' 39^ en . 


im TABLE 


deavouriiig to revolt are fuppreffed400. 
they foyn with Bardas Sclerus the V- 
flrper 408, pay tribute to, the Romans 
409,. they fupprefs the rebelling Perft- 
ans 412 infefting the SeaCoaft are de¬ 
feated by the Roman Forces 424, they 
beat Romanus the Emperour 426, and 
walte the Empire 42 7, thofe of Africk , 
injejt the IJlands 428, again 431, thofe 
of Sicily renew their Inroads. 433, hire 
the Turks to help them againfl the Ara- 
bians 44 6, but are conquered by thofe 
Hirelings 447. 

Saxons their Original 8, their ancient 
Seats x iz, their Name whence 124, a\ 
Catalogue of their Kings xzq, their ‘ 
Wars-with the Danes 12 6, and others 
I.Z8, they Me. Sim for Britain 130, 

' ™ d 7 ere ' th & kn ^ W* their \ 

Poffefftons here 132. ' * 

Saxons Eaft their Kingdom here 142, 0- I 
verrun by Egbert King of the Weft 
Saxons 143. 

Saxons South their Kingdom here 139 
feized on by Ina King of the Weft Sax¬ 
ons 141. 

Saxons Weft their Kingdom here 167 T 
from Cerdick the firft King to Egbert 
If 7 } f°r ! Jim t0 the eleath ‘/Edward 

. the lajl of that family 264. 

Scandia its feveral Inhabitants 7. T] 

Sccete what 309. 

Secundine 163. 

* S Vi t7ie * r Comtre y where 440. 

Shire what and whence fo called 278, Tb 

Shiremote 282. 

Silures ivho i 33 , T ? 

^tfffftxPrince of Bulgaria quarrels with Tit 
the Romans 37 5 , and in Battel defeats ToJ 
them 376, then makes peace 381, but Tn 
upon an Affront incamps near Con- Tre 
Itantinople 382, laysflege to Adriano- Tur 
Pie383 thence to Conftantinople a- . 2 
gain 384 defeating the Emperour I -Tur 
Forces 3 86, lays fiege to Adrianople Pl 

again 387, dies 388T P % 

Skioldinger what 9. 

Slaves two forts of them 284. * 

Soc what 287. 

Stauracius ^Emperour 342, marries ano- m 
thermans Wife 343, invades Bulgaria cut 
3 44, where being wounded turns Monk Ch 
and dies 345. ^ 

Stephen Bj/bop of Rome goes into France Tufcii 
S3, receives the Exarchate and Penta-Y fo. 
pohs from Pipm 6 5 , dies 66. 

Sronehenge93. 

Suevi their Seats ivhere 17. "XT 

Suones Sittones whence fo called 7. V/ ^ 

Swane King of the Danes depofeth his Fa- Villain 
ther %20 invades England 229, waftes Vifigot 
n 1 35 ', becomes Mafter of moft part' and 

thereof 236,, skilled 237? Jpt \ Y ™-> 


1 

; I Finland what 286. 
X Team what 28-1 - 


ire , Team tnbat 287, 302. 

^? C f ^i? e r tres 7" ® ri g ln al zq. 

an account of the Treafury cL i?T 
went ven, ibid. J 4 > « Jha- 

sfeSTSS,, 

Tl 5 “f»«h KfgcfihcOJlr V l, slnaJes 
Veil Si 3 - ’ 0verthr ° w the Gepidce and 

tl” Mt C0// f gUe With Odo ' 

^ a '- er 6 jJ ole Mafter of Italy 10 hie 
39, way of Government 20, his Ills ofMer 

aX ’ 9 \ ™dMunificence z S , 26, he fubdue's 

fo Tl t H ma>ls 3 O, turns cruel 31, d; es , , 
ert, Th l°S i{ ff tfer ° Ur ^7, blchaJhr 
2 ™ 7 my int0 L °mbal 

ucl 3 59, ts beaten by the Saracetn -,r7 

turns Melancholy and dies 362. 3 ’ 

Theophano her Parentage 391 heineF™ 
Tl£k mar r- S Ni o ephorus Pte s%e' 

Thrihinga swhat 281. 

Thrymla what 308. 

I the Rom m Tengri ‘ y m * de 
Tufca tbc Lombard Dd/dm ityj mea „ s 

V. 

V Aluation of mens Heads 30 5. 
veluvius itcpr,- s 


V -trr • J ^aas 3 06. 

. Ve (dvius its eruptions 26. 
v mains ivhence fo called 28 1 
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w. 

W Ales the King thereof 103, the di- \ 

1 vifion.ofit 104 ,its ancient Inha¬ 
bitants 133, the value of a Weljkmans 
Head 193, 306, to the Engltfh 

Saxons and Danes 106, 3.47, Lam 
concerning them 311. 

Wandals /fo Origin/ o//fo»* 18. 
Wapentack *#« whence fo called xoo. 
Were wfo? 307. 

Weregild 308:- • - _ 

Weftrogoths whence fo called 133. 

William o/Normandy *Mfe/ * 
to Edward King of England 257, fi 
mr Harold /or this Crown 263, | 
M to Harold to make good htspromtfe 
%6q, which being refajed he intends to 


•vifit him z66, Lands , makes propofols 
and prepares for Battel 26.8 , obtains 
the V'tttory 2 6 % is crowned King here 
270, turning out the Englifh and pre¬ 
ferring his Normans 271. 

[Wite 3 ° 7 - 

Z. 

Z Imifces Emperour 399, reduces the 
Saracens to obedience 400, mikes 
War upon the Bulgarians 403, conquers 
them and the Rojftans 406, ispoyfoned 

1 Zoe Emprefs 424, poyfoneth Romjartiisfor 
1 Husband 429, jJfomrt Michael IV. 
430, if depofed by Michael Calaphates 
437, ro/W 438, Married to Con- 
I ftantine Monomachus 440, dies 4551 ( 
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